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PREFACE

"The soul of modern man is sick unto deeth. Politica hatred, religious intolerance, racid
discrimination, and nationdigtic prejudice infect it with devadtating spiritua disease.” --
CHRISTIAN CENTURY

The foregoing statement is a commendably frank acknowledgment of auniversa
afliction to which arductant world can no longer shut its eyes.

One of the chief causes of this soul sckness of the human race isimperfect government.
No issue confronting the world today is more important than that concerning the manner
in which the nations are to be ruled. There is the extreme demand for liberty on the one
hand, and totalitarian dictatorship on the other, and in between are dl the various and
conflicting theories of government, opposing ideologies, |abor fronts, reactionary forces,
politica and rdigious fronts -- to mention afew -- yet al we have obtained from this
Babd of voices, and from the opposing efforts ingpired by them, is chaos and fear. The
purpose of "Behold Y our King" isto point out the prophetic and hope-inspiring meaning
of these events which, unless viewed through the searchlight of God's Word, might well
indicate that modern man is capable only of producing misery for himsdf today, and of
anticipating tomorrow with fear.

The author of "Behold Y our King" does not suggest a new solution to the world's
problems, but merely cdls attention, candidly and fearlesdy, to what the Bible says about
the solution provided by the Great Creator. The human race is not to be destroyed by
atomic bombs, nor by germ warfare. Chrigtianity will not be destroyed. The forces of
atheism will not be triumphant. But dl the evils of the present world are doomed, some of
which many may congder good, and not evil. However, every thoughtful, intelligent
person should be prepared to face facts, and "Behold Y our King" is designed for such,
presenting the truth without any theological twists or traditiona misconceptions. Its intert
and purposeis not to destroy, but to build--to build faith in the Word of God by cdling
attention to the accuracy with which its prophecies preview our day, and upon the basis
of that faith, enable the reader to take courage from its promises concerning tomorrow.

There are bomb shattered cities throughout much of what hitherto has been thought to
have been a Chrigtian world; alarge mgority of the human race are existing on near-
darvation rations, whole nations are turned into pena camps, and one half of the human
race is looking on the other hdf as criminds. In the face of dl this misery and chaos
years after awar which wasto bring freedom from want, isit not time to look with al
seriousness into the Textbook of the Chrigtian faith to find out what iswrong, and to
learn what the Creator is doing and intends to do abouit it? It isto this end that "Behold
Your King" is published. It isthe earnest hope of the publishers that the reader will
receive much encouragement and benefit from its message.



CHAPTER I - PORTRAIT OF THE KING

THE kings have had their day, it is said, but there is a King whose day isjust beginning.
Ashis"day" dawnsthe wholeworld isin avery sorry state of affairs, and there are many
philosophers who are urging us to believe that there is no way out of the chaosthat is
everywhere gpparent. Most of the world has concluded that government by kingsisa
falure. But now that most of the kings are gone, the people are no better satisfied with
the governments which have succeeded them, while the world liestorn and bleeding as a
result of acrud struggle which continues between opposing ideologies. Is such aworld
willing to try another king?

We grant that the kings of the past have falled, and we fredy acknowledge that the
governments which have taken their places are quite unsatisfactory, for the hearts of the
people are filled with fear as they consder the possibilities of what may yet befdl them.
But it isjust such conditions as these which call for anew ruler.

Frequently one hears the opinion voiced that the only thing which will now save the

world from utter ruin, and the race itself from destruction, is a high-principled superman,
an unsdlfish one who would be wise enough to map out a new and better course for the
people, order his plans put into effect, and have power to enforce his edicts. Convince the
world that such aruler is on hand, and he would probably be universdly acclamed!

But that isalarge order, for such aking would of necessity have to bresk with tradition
al dong the line. He would have to be aking cgpable of establishing his authority

without the necessity of leading millions of the world's youth into battle. And he would

not be different from the kings and rulers who have failed if he attempted to enforce his
decrees under threat of destruction by nuclear bombs. He would need to be aking who
would take as much interest in the poor asin the rich, and who would respect the rights of
al races and colors equdly.

A king qudified to take over in this chaotic world of today could not be an advocate of
super races. He would have to be a promoter of the interests of just one race -- the human
race. Because all people are members of this one race, he would need to be just as
interested in the Hottentot of the jungles asin Americas dite "four hundred.”

And he would have to be a very wise king, €'se those who hold vested interests of one
sort or another would trick him into believing that their claims were just and that the
human race could not get dong a dl if their own sdfish interests were not considered.
He would have to possess the qudities which one of the prophets of the Bible ascribesto
aforetold King whom God would cause to rule over the nations. Of this One we read:

"And the Spirit of the Lord shdl rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsd and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; and
shdl make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shdl not judge by
the 9ght of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: but with righteousness
shdl he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall
amite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breeth of hislips shdl he day the



wicked. And righteousness shdl be the girdle of hisloins, and faithfulness the girdle of
hisreins” -- Isa 11:2-5

Not asngle one of al the kingswho have lived to this time-the kings who have had their
day -- ever possessed al these qudities. On the other hand, no king, no ruler, no
government which possesses less in the way of knowledge, wisdom, justice, and power
could hope to assume the rulership of the world today and bring peace and satisfaction to
al the people. A king thus qudified to be aworld ruler would fulfill ill another

prophetic picture, this one given to us by King David:

"Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto the king's son. He shdll
judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with judgment. The mountains shall
bring peace to the people, and the little hills, by righteousness. He shdl judge the poor of
the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor
... . In hisdays shdl the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace s0 long as the moon
endureth. He shdl have dominion dso from seato seg, and from the river unto the ends
of theearth." -- Psdm 72:1-8

Nearly two thousand years ago a man journeyed up and down in the land of Judeawhom
his followers believed was destined to be the world ruler which the prophecies had
foretold. He did not have an army. He never tried to exalt himsdlf a the expense of

others. He was noted for his kindness. He loved dl and was sympathetic even toward the
erring. One of the most revedling observations made concerning him states that he "went
about doing good.”

But the world was too evil to gppreciate so noble a character. He was hated by the rulers
of hisday, and charges were brought againgt him amed a hislife. One of the charges
was that he claimed to be aking. He was brought before a Roman governor for tria and
was asked, "Art thou aking?' to which hereplied, "To thisend was | born, and for this
cause came | into the world." (John 18:37) In gating this, he knew that he was in effect
sentencing himsdlf to death because such a clam would be considered treason againgt
Caesar.

Thiskindly, sympathetic, understanding, and saif sacrificing servant of the people was a
Jew, and when the governor redized he could do nothing more to save hislife, he
permitted his soldiersto place a crown of thorns upon the prisoner's head, and, showing
him to the people, he cried, "Behold your King!" But they shouted, " Crucify him, crucify
him." -- John 19:15

While this future King of earth voluntarily surrendered himsdlf to his enemies, his

manner of life and death nonetheless changed the course of the world. While thisKing
was crucified by his people, the religion which bore his name was later made the officid
date religion of al Europe-contrary to histeachings. In his name some of the bloodiest
wars of history were fought, but he himself was a peacemaker who taught his followersto
love their enemies and to do good to those who despitefully used them. He taught that
those who widld the sword would perish by the sword. -- Matt. 26:52



And 0 it has been. The kings who now have had their day built up their kingdoms and
tried to maintain them by the power of the sword; but they have dl perished, and even the
global use of swords has faled to solve the world's problems. Despite this, one of the
principle things now being done to bring peace and goodwill on earth is the preparation
for further war.

That iswhy the world needs a new king, one who will discard the principles and methods
which have aways failed and which will continue to fail; one whose ideology isthet of
goodwill among dl and for dl; one who is backed up by power other than thet of the
sword, even the power of the Crestor himsdlf; one who manifested such genuine and
loving interest in his subjects that he gladly died for them, dying even the crud degth of
the cross. Such aoneisto betheworld's new King. He is Jesus of Nazareth.

They crucified Jesus, but he told his disciples that he would come again, and he taught
them to pray for the kingdom which he would establish following his return. Today,
while the world is perishing because of its own misguided and sdifishly inspired
judgmert, its one hope liesin the fulfillment of the promise made by King Jesusthat he
would come and, in coming, would do for the world what it could not do for itself. The
brightness of the hope that radiates from this promise isin the fact that the day in which
Jesusisto be King is very near. Thelast hours of this night of sin are dark and stormy,
but the light of his presence and the power of his coming kingdom will soon become
manifest, and the darkness of the night will give way to the brightness of the new day of
peace and joy and life for dl mankind.



CHAPTER II - "LOWER THAN THE ANGELS"

"For Thou hast made Him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned Him with glory and honor."
-- Psalm 8:5

WHAT isthe world coming to? Had the chaotic and distressing conditions of today
prevalled a generation ago, many would have concluded that the second coming of Christ
was near and that the world would soon come to an end. But a generation of modernist
teachingsin our inditutions of learning, plus globa wars and the ever-increasing
worldliness and atheilsm of our day, have wdl-nigh erased dl rdigious viewpoints from
the minds of the generd public. Hence, while millions today fear that the human race

may ultimately be destroyed by nuclear energy or by pollution, they do not asarule
associate their fears with the troublous days foretold in the Bible.

True, many know the Bible teaches that Jesus would come again to this earth, but
because of the distorted understanding of this teaching that has been handed down to us
from the Dark Ages, it isnow consdered to be largely a superdtitious notion, unworthy of
the attention of the serious-minded and enlightened people of our day. It is because
sincere but obvioudy misguided soulsin the past donned white robes, mounted
housetops, and looked for Jesus to drop out of the sky to take them away into the clouds,
leaving the earth enveloped in amass of flames, that the thinking public of today has
concluded that the second coming of Christ is not to be consdered serioudy as offering a
solution to the world's problems.

No oneisto be blamed for turning away in unbelief from a grotesque theory of this kind.
On the other hand, human wisdom offers no hope of escape from the dilemmainto which
man's sdfishness and foolishness have plunged the unhappy human race. The question
therefore naturally arises, 1s no solution to be found? The answer to that question is, Yes,
the Bible itsdlf, when viewed in the light of its own reasonable teachings, revedsthat in
this hour of darkness and great need the Creator of the universe intervenes by sending a
divine representative to the earth to straighten out the tangled affairs of the people; and
thisOneis Jesus.

In the light of the marvelous scientific achievements of our day, the vist to earth of One
who ordinarily dwdlsin another part of the universeis not unthinkable, or even
farfetched. Our space scientists have dready sent men to the moon. When we
contemplate this, we should remember that the Creator placed the moon whereit is,
controls its every movement by his unerring laws, and likewise has crested and controls
the countless other heavenly bodies, which are millions of light years farther removed
from us than the moon. And how reasonable it isto believe that if man, with hisvery
limited knowledge and powers, can vist not only the moon but possibly Mars and Venus
aswell, then surely the Creator, who made the universe, can easily send arepresentative
to vist usif he purposesto do so!

We should have no difficulty in recognizing thet the Creator of the universeisableto
send someone to vidt this planet; but the question properly arises, Are we judtified in
supposing tha he gives that much condderation to such an infinitesmaly smal part of
his universe as we know this Planet Earth to be? This question was raised in the minds of



many of the world's wisest philosophers of the past. David, "the sweet singer of Isradl,”
pondered over it and found the answer. He wrote: "When | consider thy heavens, the
work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; what is man, that
thou art mindful of him: and the Son of man, that thou visitest him?' -- Psalm 8:3, 4

David, even without the aid of atelescope, discerned how inggnificant this earth must be
in comparison with the creetive works of God, which were spread out before him night
after night in al their glory and grandeur. And as for the human race which dwells on the
earth, the Prophet 1saiah described the nations as mere "dust of the balance." (Isa. 40:15)
No wonder David raised the question as to why God, through the prophets, had indicated
hisinterest in human beings, an interest so deegp and genuine that he had promised to send
Oneto deliver the people from sin and death, One who would become a great King, to
rule over and bless dl nations.

But David gives us the answer to his own query, saying of man that God had created him
only alittle lower than the angel's and had crowned him with glory and honor and had
meade him to have dominion over the earth and dl things upon it. Ah yes, the Creator had
condtituted man aking, to have dominion and rule over this part of his universe. And now
that this king of earth had disobeyed his law and been dethroned, God proposed to take
steps to reestablish him as the ruler of the earth and restore to him dl the glorious
privileges of hislost dominion.

Man was made "alittle lower than the angels." We do not know much about angels,
except that the Bible assures us that they exist and that they are much more intelligent

and powerful than man and in dmost every way superior to him. Many are unable to
believe in the existence of angd's because, as they say, we cannot have faith in that which
we do not see. What angelsredlly are, what they look like, what their habits of life may
be, and what useful part they play in the Creator's scheme of things, are points of minor
importance with respect to our present discussion. It isimportant, however, to redize that
such creatures do exist because the fact of their existence and the nature of thair activities
are closaly rdated to God'sinterest in the human race and his purpose in sending aroya
representative of heaven to vist us.

Isit, then, reasonable to suppose that man is not the highest order of being in dl the
Creator's vast universe? Even the asking of such a question seems foolish to those human
minds which are not too overburdened with the weight of their own importance. Imagine,
if you can, ahuman being -- even ascientist -- peering through a telescope into the vast
universe of worlds which its powerful lenses bring within his mystified view, saying to
himsdf, | am the mogt intdlligent, the most powerful, and the most important of al beings
that exist!

How unreasonable it would be for one to take such a view of things when he does not
even know how the universe came into existence or fully understand the laws which
govern the countless millions of heavenly bodies he can see through his telescope, laws
which prevent their crashing into one another! He has no idea how far the universe
extends beyond the range of his puny ingruments. All he knowsisthat he was able to
compound some of the elements of which the earth is made and put them together to form



atelescope and then, by its use, to see agreat ded more of the universe than isvisibleto
the naked eye. Oh yes, he has discovered that every world in the universe moves a such a
fixed rate of speed that he can caculate where it will be hundreds of years in advance, but
he does not know why that speed never changes.

The scientist has learned that al matter is made up of atoms. He can even "plit the
atom." But he cannot make one. It is something like the nursery rhyme of the broken egg,
which saesthat "al the king's horses and al the king's men couldn't put Humpty
Dumpty together again.” But in spite of the fact that, Stretched out before him, are
millions of created things which he could not create and that there are forces and laws
which he cannat fully explain, the unbdlieving scientist and nonscientist aike continue to
indg that they cannot believe in that which they do not see, maintaining thet they
themsdves are of the highest order of dl living thingsin the universe. Such agae of

mind is redlly pathetic when we ponder it, yet how few redize this

The fact that so many things exist of which we have little or no underganding-either asto
how they were created or the laws which govern them-should be ample proof that
somewhere in this universe there exigts intelligence and power vastly superior to our

own. Should it not also be gpparent that the Creator of the vast universe could, if he so
decreed, send avisitor to this earth from one of the other planes of intelligent existence-a
vigtor powerful enough to exercise a tremendous influence in the affairs of men? The
Bible assures us that God did so propose! It isto thisthat David refers when he speaks of
man as being of sufficient importance in God's Sght as to merit such avigt.

But why should God send avisitor to this earth? All the prophecies of the Old Testament
concerning this vigt, and the New Testament explanations of these prophecies, indicate
that it is due to the fact that man became arebe againgt divine law and that through sin
and sdfishness the human race would finaly perish unless the Cregtor did something
about it. So we read that "God 0 loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlaging life" -- John 3:16

Jesus was the messenger from heaven-the One who came to save the rebellious race. He
gave awonderful parable to illugtrate this, in which he likened the whole vast universe of
God to a shegpfold in which there were a hundred sheep. One of these went astray, and
the good shepherd sought and found the lost sheep, which well represented the human
race. Jesus was the Good Shepherd who came to earth to rescue humanity from the
wilderness of Sn and degth.

Y es, the human raceis"logt.” David said that man had been made alittle lower than the
angds, "crowned with glory and honor," and made ruler over everything of alower
nature upon the earth. This statement of David'sis quoted in the New Testament, and the
explanation is added: "But now we see not yet dl things put under im. But we see Jesus,
who was made alittle lower than the angels, . . . crowned with glory and honor; that he
by the grace of God should taste desth for every man." -- Heb. 2:8, 9

How true that we see "not yet" dl things put under man! He has long since proved his
inability to rule himsdif, to say nothing of ruling over the dominion as awhole. While the



Crestor commissioned man to multiply and fill the earth and have dominion over it, man
forfeited that dominion and the right to live forever when he transgressed the divine law.
"Dust thou art, and unto dust shdt thou return” was the sentence pronounced upon man
when he was driven out of Eden into the unfinished earth to die. -- Gen. 3:19

It iswell to note in this connection, however, that man was sentenced to degth, and not to
eterna torment, as the theology of the Dark Ages teaches. Nor isit true, Snce man sinned
and is not permitted to continue to live on the earth, that God made a provision for him to
be transferred at death to heaven. Man was made to live on the earth, "alittle lower than
the angdls" and there is nothing in the Bible to indicate that it is God's purpose for

human beings at deeth, or at any other time, to become angels.

Man was cresated perfect as a human and was made in theimage of God, that is, able to
reason and to know right from wrong. That was more than 6,000 years ago. But
throughout dl the years since then, the race has been degenerating, until today we are not
able even to gpproximate what a perfect man islike. We are dl imperfect and dying,
deformed in mind and body. Our intellects are dwarfed, our bodies diseased and
decaying. The origind perfection of both mind and body islogt, and sdfishnessisdriving
the race headlong toward destruction.

But the Creator did not lose interest in his human crestures when they disobeyed hislaw.
He was gill "mindful” of man and began to make promises to send a vistor to the earth
from the heavenly courts-One who would be equipped and empowered to rescue him
from the pit of sin and deeth into which he had falen. This visitor was Jesus, and when
he was born the angdl announced, "Fear nat, . . . for unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, which is Chrigt the Lord." -- Luke 2:10,11

"A Savior, which is Chrigt the Lord" -- how full of meaning are those wordd Truly the
world needed to be saved; and the world is ill waiting for that salvation-asdvation
which God had promised would reach the people through the Christ whom he would
send. This promised One was to be born into the world as a " Seed" through whom "dl the
families of the earth" were to be blessed. He wasto be the greet Life giver of the race and
the Mediator between God and men. He was to be "the Prince of Peace." Hewasto bea
mighty King to rule over dl nations. (Isa. 9:6, 7; Zech. 14:9) Truly hewas to be a Savior,
and agreat one; and it was the happy privilege of the angdls on that first holy night to
announce to the Shepherds on the Judean hills that this long-promised One was born; that
he had come.

And from whence did this holy Child come? The Scriptures are explicit on thispoint. In
the first chapter of the Gospel according to John we learn that Jesus had a prehuman
existence, that from the very beginning of creetion he was the "Word," or spokesman, of
the Creator, participating in dl the works of creetion. This great One, the gpostle
explains, was "made flesh” and dwelt among us. Here, then, was the first phase of the
foretold "vist" to earth of a heavenly messenger representing the Crestor and manifesting
the Crestor'sinterest in the welfare of his fallen human creatures.

And why did this highly exated messenger from heaven vist the earth in such humble



form and under circumstances so lacking in splendor and glory? The gpostle answers,
saying that Jesus was made flesh "for the suffering of death.” (Heb. 2:.9) Asmanwas"a
little lower than the angds," so Jesus partook of the same nature, that he might be the
exact correspondence of the perfect Adam. Y es, Jesus was made flesh for the suffering of
desth, not to be a human king over the nations; for the main purpose of hisfirg visit was
accomplished when he tasted degth "for every man." Jesus said to his disciplesthat he
would give hisflesh for the life of the world, and this he did, voluntarily and gladly, upon
Cavary's cross. -- John 6:51

It was the degth of the man Christ Jesus that opened the way for the retoration of the lost
inheritance of life and rulership. Thisiswhat the gposile meant when he wrote: "We see
not yet dl things put under him, but we see Jesus, who was made allittle lower than the
angelsfor the suffering of deeath, . . . that he by the grace of God should taste death for
every man." (Heb. 2:8,9) We see, then, that an important step toward the restoration to
result from the promised visit to earth has been accomplished. However, man is il

fdlen. He continuesto die. He is il ruled by sin and sdlfishness and makes war upon
hisfdlows. Now, indeed, the ingenious ones among the human race are producing
indruments of destruction which threaten the very existence of the human race.

Nevertheless, the first phase of the promised vist to earth by which God indicated he
would intervene on behaf of the people to save them from eterna degth is now an
accomplished fact. We see that man is il dying, but we see dso that Jesus has come and
died for man; and in this we recognize the beginning of the outworking of the divine plan
to save the people from degth and restore them to life and happiness as the kings of earth,
again crowned with the glory and honor of the human nature, only alittle lower than the
angels.



CHAPTER III - THE INTERVENING AGE

"Go ye, and teach all nations." -- Matthew 28:19

THE apostle explains that Jesus was put to degth in the flesh but made dive in the Soirit.
(I Pet. 3:18) Having given hisflesh for the life of the world, he was now exdted again
above the human plane. Asaman, Jesuswas alittle lower than the angdls, but in his
resurrection, as the apostle declares, he was made "better” than the angels. (Heb. 1:4)
Indeed, the apostle writes that Jesus was exalted far above angels, principdities, and
powers, and every name which is named, and is now set down at the right hand of the
throne of God-the throne from which the whole universe isruled. -- Eph. 1:20-23; Phil.
25-11

We honor our heroes and reward those who risk desth in order to save or benefit others.
Thereisarighteous principle involved in this-a principle which hed its origin with the
Creator. He thus honored Jesus for hisfaithfulness. He "decorated” his Son with glory
and immortaity. He exated him above the angels, and above every name that is named.
Jehovah, whose wisdom and power operated to create the universe, now used his power
to raise Jesus from the dead and gave him a nature which was above the human and
above the angdlic -- the divine nature itsdf.

Mere man, by discovering and harnessing the energy in the atom, has made racid suicide
possible. God, who created that energy, and therefore is vastly superior toit, laid hold
upon the dead Chrigt, restored him to life, and exdted him to his own right hand, giving
him"dl power in heaven and in earth.” -- Matt. 28:18

We are awe-inspired with the thought! Isit any wonder that divine intervention such as
this on behdf of One who, while he died for the sins of the world, nevertheless was
unjustly killed, should have such a profound effect on the course of the world? If the
discovery of the use of nuclear energy has ushered the world into anew age, isit any
wonder that the direct use of divine power by Him who crested nuclear energy should
aso mark the beginning of a new age, even the Chrigtian Age -- the interim period
between the first and second advents of Jesus?

But we should not labor under any misgpprehensions concerning the Christian Age.
During this age many things have occurred in the name of Christianity which have not
been Chrigtian. It has not been Chrigtian for one nation to go to war againgt another in the
name of Christ. The wars of the Crusades were un-Chrigtian. The so-cdled "Holy"
Inquisition was unholy, the product of inhuman religious intolerance and hate, and among
the most unchristian of dl the diabolica practices of the Dark Ages. Persecution of the
Jews has not been Chrigtian.

The fear-indtilling teaching of eternd torture for the wicked is not Christian. Masses for
the dead, and the claim that such masses ease and shorten the suffering of those dleged to
have gone to purgatory, are wholly without authority by Christ or any of the inspired
writers of the Scriptures. Sdlling indulgences, blessing images, etc., in consderation of a
fee, are un-Chrigtian and unholy practices and no part of God's work during the Chrigtian
Age.



That for which the now nearly obsolete word " Christendom™ stood was not Chrigtian.
This term had its inception in the clam that the church state governments of Europe
congtituted the kingdom of Chrigt, but that was afase clam. This union of gpostate
churcheswith civil governments was foretold in the Scriptures and portrayed as spiritud
harlotry. The teachings of the Bible rdaive to thisillicit union of the church with the

date are symbolized by a dissolute woman Sitting upon a scarlet-colored beast who made
al the people drunk with "the wine of her fornication." No wonder the nations of Europe
were dmost continuoudy engaging in a carousal of war, bloodshed, and hate during the
heyday of ecclesastica power in the Old Roman world. Surely such debauchery was not
Chrigtian and was no part of God's plan for the Christian Age.

All these evils are but the work of selfish man. That they were practiced in the name of
Chrigt has confused the true issues and principles of Chridtianity in the minds of millions,
and it isthis confuson that is now causing so many to lose fath in the Bible. The
enlightenment of our day is causing those with thinking minds to redize that ardigion
which countenances and promotes such evilsis avery bad religion and that the world
would be better off without it.

We agree with this but at the same time bid the earnet truth-seeker to look further, to
search deeper, to push aside the rubbish of superstition and discover the bright and
genuine jewds of truth hidden in the Bible-truths which in the light of present-day events
reflect beams of light from the God of heaven, which pierce the gloom ahead and reved
the remaining steps in the pathway to peace and everlagting life which God has outlined
in hisWord.

What, then, has been the work of God since Jesus went away? To the limited extent that
the moral and ethical teachings of Jesus have been practiced, we have had a better
world=of this there can be no doubt. On the other hand, the fact that nations and
individuas comprising nations have not always practiced Chrigtian principlesin their
dedlings with one another does not mean that Chridtianity itsaf has falled; for strange
though this may seem, Jesus did not commission his followers during this age to convert
the world to hisway of life. To the extent that the influence of histeachingsin thelives

of histrue followers has made the world better, it has thus far been but a by-product of
true Chrigtian work.

Jesus commissioned hisfollowersto go into al the world to preach the Gospel and to
make disciples of dl nations. It was not expected that every individud in dl nations
would become adisciple. Asfor the world at large who heard the message, it wasto be
merely in the nature of awitness, atestimony. (Matt. 24:14) Insteed of al being
converted by this effort, the Scriptures explain that its purpose has been merely to "take
out" of theworld "apeoplefor hisname™ -- Acts 15:14

A gredt ded issad in the New Testament about the "cdling” of this class. The promiseis
given that if they suffer and die with Jesus they will live and reign with him. They areto
sharehis"glory.” They areto St on histhrone. (Rom. 8:17; 2 Tim. 2:11,12; Rev. 3:21)
Jesus promised to prepare a place for them and to "come again” and receive them unto



himsdf. (John 14:1-3) All of these amazing promises indicate that the true disciples of
Chrigt during this Chrigtian Age are judtified in expecting to be exated above angdls, to
share the divine nature and glory which the Father gave to Jesus as the reward for his
fathfulness. The apostle spesks of it asa"heavenly cdling.” -- 2 Pet. 1:4; Heb. 3:1

The cdling and the sdlection of these joint-heirs of Christ, based upon their acceptance of
and loyalty to the Gospel, have been the divine program for this age. This program began
at Pentecogt. There the invisible power of God, the Holy Sprit, came upon the waiting
disciples, enlightening their minds and giving them power of soeech to declare the
message of truth concerning the purposes of God. The response to the Gospel on that first
day was tremendous, but the enthusiasm of the believers was commingled with
persecution by the intolerant and prgjudiced. A great fight between light and darkness
was there renewed, and the struggle has continued even until now. The truth and those
who have believed it have dways gppeared to be on the losing sde.

It was thus with Jesus who, dthough he was the light of the world, was crucified. He told
his disciples that they aso were to be "the light of the world"; but their light, athough
they have let it shine as brightly as possible, has been but a glimmer in the world of
darkness and sin. The light-bearers have been ostraci zed, persecuted, and killed. Jesus
foretold this, saying, "In the world ye shal have tribulation: but be of good cheer; | have
overcome the world." (John 16:33) Jesus true followers have also overcome the world,
not by conquering and ruling over it through the civil powers, but by overcoming its spirit
of sdfishnessin their hearts and, like Jesus, laying down thelr lives in sacrifice that

others might be blessed.

It may have appeared that the truth and the truth people have aways been on the scaffold.
But it hasn't redlly been a scaffold. It has been an atar-God's dtar of sacrifice. His people
have, like Jesus, been proving their love for his ways and principles by faithfulnessin
sacrificing. They have been demondrating their unselfishness, their devotion to
righteousness, and their harmony with the divine principles of justice and love. They

have loved their enemies as God loves his. In these ways they have qudified to be
associated with the highly exated Jesusin the future work of restoring humanity to life
upon the earth.

It isthe cdling out of the world and the testing of these that has been God's work during
the Chrigian Age. In it we see a further manifetation of divine wisdom and mercy. Paul
gpesks of Christians as "workers together” with God. (2 Cor. 6:1) Surely the Crestor;
with al hisresources of wisdom and power, does not need the limited aid that can be
given to him by puny and dying human beings. But he has arranged it that way, and there
must be areason for it. One of the terms gpplied to Jesusin his relationship to God and
men isthat of Mediator, that is, one who stands between to effect reconciliation. (2 Cor.
5:18) They, as representatives of the human race, are to be on the future mediatorid
board with Jesus and will share with him in the work of reconciling the estranged world
to God.

Marvelous grace!



These promises relating to the "high calling” of Jesus disciples have been misunderstood.
From them the fa se theory has been deduced that the Creator desires that as many
humans as possible be transferred to heaven; that he never intended man to remain a
human; that his human exisence is but the first stage of life, and death but a portd into

the next phase, which isto be spiritud, or heavenly. The theory isthat dl who accept
Chrigt astheir Savior before they reach the portal of deeth go to heaven and that dl others
go to purgatory or to hell and there suffer excruciating tortures. It has also been supposed
that the work of Christians during this present age has been to convert as many humans as
possible in order to rescue them from thisterrible fate of eternd torturein hell, which
otherwise would be sure to overtake them at degth.

Due to this misunderstanding, the red destiny of the human race has been overl ooked.
Few have noticed the many promises of God to restore the dead to life as humans, that
they, might -live- 09 the earth forever. They have a d to redlize that the promises of God
which spesk of spiritua blessngs and a heavenly home and of glory, honor, and
immortality are intended only for the footstep followers of Jesus-given to encourage them
to fathfulnessin laying down their lives as Jesus did, that they might live and reign with
him in his future mediatoria kingdom here on this earth. The casud reader of the Bible
has failed thus to see that the divine program in selecting the church of Chrigt during the
present age is that the church in heavenly glory, exdted high above angds and
principdities and powers, should, together with Chrit, be the channd of life-giving
blessngsto al mankind.

The work of God during the present age began auspicioudy at Pentecost. That work has
continued largely unnoticed and unknown to the world. Itsimplications have been so far
reaching, and its magnitude o grest, that there islittle wonder it should be misunderstood
and misrepresented. Through misrepresentation, spurious works have been undertaken
and a counterfeit kingdom of Chrigt established. Meanwhile, the whole human cregation of
God has groaned and travailed together in sin and pain, waiting for the manifestation of
the sons of God; that is, waiting, athough unknowingly, for the work of this age to be
completed, when dl those called to be sons of God and joint-heirs with Jesus shdl be
exdted above the angds, to live and reign with him in the kingdom of blessng now near.
-- Rom. 8:22,19



CHAPTERV - "IN LIKE MANNER"

"Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go
Into heaven." -- Acts 1:11

MORE than thirty-three years had passed since an angdl, addressing a group of shepherds
on the hills of Judea, had announced the birth of Jesus and proclaimed him to be the
Savior of the world. This One whose coming had been foretold by the prophets and
whom they described as a King who would rule over and bring peace to dl nations was
accepted by afew of hisday asthe foretold Messiah and Prince of Peace. His disciples
were convinced that God was with him, for had they not witnessed his miracles? He had
hedled the Sick and raised the deed; yet after avery short period of activity in teaching
truths concerning the kingdom of God and illustrating the blessings of that kingdom by

the miracles he wrought, Jesus was arrested by his enemies and put to desth.

Countless numbers of timesin the history of humanity there have been miscarriages of
justice due to the unwisdom and pregjudice of those whose businessit isto judge and
punish violators of the law. In most cases these unfortunate experiences are little
publicized, and soon forgotten by all except the individuas directly concerned. But it was
different in the case of the Man of Galilee who was hung upon a cross until he died -- not
because he had violated any law of his day, but due to rigious prejudice and intolerance.
Here, indeed, was a gross miscarriage and travesty of justice, but it was destined to mark
the turning point of time, and to introduce the mogt highly aivilizing concepts of religious
ever known to man. It was the beginning of the Chrigtian eral

There were afew who did not lose faith in Jesus when the mob cried for his desth.
Among these was Mary Magdaene. She went to the tomb of her beloved early in the
morning after the Sabbath, and found it empty. She notified two of his disciples, Peter
and John, who investigated and verified her story. They returned to their home, but Mary
tarried at the tomb. Supposing that someone had stolen Jesus' body, heartbroken she
peered once more into the empty tomb, as if hoping that her senses had belied her, and
that after al her dead Lord was redly there. It was then that she saw two angels (who
appeared as men). One was a the head and the other at the foot of the stone dab on
which the body had lain.

Mary was weeping bitterly, and in answer to questions put to her by these strangers, she
explained that the body of the Master had been taken away, and that she knew not where
to find it. Outside of the tomb another stranger accosted her, and he also wanted to know
the cause of her sadness. Mary thought this man was the gardener, and supposing that he
had been in the generd vicinity most of the time since Jesus died, she hoped that he could
give her some information as to who had taken away the body, and where it had been
taken, so she asked him about it.

This stranger who appeared as a gardener did know what had become of Jesus body, for
he was the Jesus. With the tone of voice and accent with which she was familiar and
which on many occasions, no doubt, had stirred her very soul, he now spoke to her,



saying, "Mary." This stranger did not look like Jesus. He was not dressed as Jesus had
aways dressed. But what Mary heard was the voice of Jesus, and she knew then that he
was no longer dead. Yes, Mary knew that she had seen Jesus. But she was keenly aware
aso that now he was different. He suddenly disappeared from her sight; where he went
she did not know.

Later he joined two of his disciples who were en route to Emmaus, and he conversed with
them. They did not recognize him until he offered thanks at the evening med. They did

not know him from his gppearance, but it was evidently the tone of hisvoice and his
familiar way of expressing thanks that caused them to identify their guest asthe Madter.

On another occasion Jesus appeared in an upper room where his eeven apostles were
conferring. The door was locked, but Jesus came into the room without opening it. This
time he gppeared in such amanner that they recognized him by sght.

Mary had seen astranger. Two of the disciples had seen and conversed with a stranger.
The eleven in the upper room saw the Master as he had formerly appeared. Later, agroup
of his disciples saw Jesus on the lakeshore and thought he was a fisherman. He was with
his disciples for forty days following his resurrection, but they saw him only on afew

brief occasons. Y es, he was different, so different that they were puzzled to understand
him and to know just how they could continue to be his disciples!

When Jesus was raised from the dead by the power of the Creator, he announced to his
disciplesthat dl power had been given to him in heaven and in earth. (Mait. 28:18)
Accepting this as a Satement of fact, there is no obstacle to our believing that One who
possessed such power could come and go as the wind, could reveal himsdf to humen
eyesin any manner he chose-as a gardener, as a stranger, in alocked room, or by the
lakeshore. Or, if he preferred, such a One could be present with his disciples without their
being aware that he was near.

Jesus, who in coming to earth to die for the Sn-cursed race humbled himsalf and was
made alittle lower than the angdls, had now been rewarded for his faithfulness. His
enemies had put him to degth in the flesh, but God had made him dive in the Spirit. He
was no longer flesh, having sacrificed his humanity for the sins of the world.

Y es, Jesus had been raised from the dead and for forty days had been with his disciples,
but they had seen little of him. His visits with them had been dl too brief, and asthe
circumstances of each short season of communion were different, the disciples were thus
given the definite impression that Jesus had taken on qudlities and powers which they did
not understand. And now he was with them for what proved to be the last time. They
were thoroughly convinced that their Master had been raised from the dead, that they
were not being deceived by apparitions produced by over-simulated minds.

On occasions before Jesus was crucified, he had hinted to his disciples that the kingdom
which they expected him to establish in the earth would not come immediately. He told



them that he was going away and would come again and that following his return the
promises of God pertaining to the kingdom would be fulfilled. They were dull of
perception and did not grasp thisidea very clearly. They did, however, begin to have
misgivings concerning what would happen to their Master, and just afew days before his
desth they questioned him, asking, "What shdl be the sign of thy coming, and of the end
of theworld?' Matt. 24:3

Then he did go away -- in deeth -- and while it was only three days before he appeared to
them again, he was not the same. In fact, during the forty days following his resurrection
he seemed to come and go severd times. Certainly they must have wondered about the
meaning of it al; so when he was with them for what proved to be the last time, they
inquired again concerning the subject which was so close to their hearts-the kingdom.
"Wilt thou at thistime restore again the kingdom to Israel 7" they asked. (Acts 1:6)

Possbly they thought that what he had told them about his going away and coming again
had taken place and that now the time had really arrived for him to establish the kingdom
foretold by the prophets.

But they were disgppointed! Jesus reply indicated that they were not yet to know the time
when the long- promised kingdom of God would actudly be established. He explained

that previousto its coming there was awork for them to do. He told them to tarry a
Jerusdem until they were endued with the power and authority of the Holy Spirit and that
then they were to publicize the Gospe message of the kingdom throughout al the earth.
And then, to their growing amazement over the dissmilarity of this Jesus to the One with
whom they had lived and worked prior to Cavary, they saw him ascend into acloud, thus
disappearing from their bewildered sght.

While they stood there in congternation, trying to fathom the meaning of that which

defied human understanding; two angels appearing as men assured them that this same
Jesus-this Jesus whose powers they did not understand would come again "in like
manner.” (Acts 1:10,11) Now they had the answer to at least one of their questions Jesus
second coming was Hill future. What they had just witnessed was the red going away
about which he had told them. Now they knew that al the wonderful promises of God
relative to the kingdom and its blessngs for them and for dl mankind must await his
return -- until "this same Jesus' would comein like manner as they had seen him go.

Y es, Jesus had left his disciples! From this point onward to the end of the age, every true
Chrigtian has waited longingly for his return and for the fulfillment of dl the glorious
promises which were | eft unfulfilled when he went away, He had come to earthto be a
king, but he died as a maefactor. He had come to ddiver Israd from the oppressive hand
of Gentile misrule; but the religious leaders of Isragl had cried, "Crucify him! Crucify

him!" Through the prophet, God had promised Jesus the nations as an inheritance, and
the uttermost parts of the earth as a possession; but he was killed by the edict of a Roman
governor. (Psalm 2:8) He cameto hed the sick and to raise the dead. He did hedl afew of
thealling ones of his day, and he did awaken some from the deep of death; but hiswork
was cut short by his enemies, and, as his unbelieving persecutors viewed the matter, he
who saved others was unable to save himself.



Truly, much had been prophesied for the Messiah to do that Jesus did not
accomplish-many promises of blessng which he did not fulfill-so it is no wonder that his
followers should anxioudy await his return. It isfor this reason that the second coming of
Chrigt is such a prominent teaching of the Bible.

Modernig churches largely ignore this teaching of the Word of God, whichisin redity
the hope of both the true church and the world. They have ceased to look for Chrigt's
coming as a solution to human problems. Instead, they have joined with the worldly wise
and sdf-aufficent in promating various man-made remedies for the world'sills. They no
longer believe that the God of heaven, the Crestor of the universe, will ever interveneto
put a stop to human madness, but insst that al the good which will ever come to the
human race will be as aresult of their own efforts.

Fundamentaligts, on the other hand, sill believe in Jesus second coming; but their
conception of what that event will mean for the peoples of the earth isusudly far from
reassuring. The "orthodox" view isthat it will mean the destruction of the earth by fire
and the end of hope for al except beievers. Others believe that his coming will usher ina
thousand years of grace for those who are dlill dive, but ingst that at the end of that
thousand years everything mundane will cometo an end.

While the Fundamentaists hold varying views as to what will occur following Christ's
coming, they are generdly agreed that he will comein abody of flesh, with woundsin
his hands, feet, and Sde, and that he will be suspended in the sky in such a manner that
every eye of dl human beingsliving on the earth a that time will see him and thus know
of hiscoming.

We mention these various beliefs and dishdiefs merdly to impress the fact that the second
coming of Chrigt aportrayed in the Bible is not only different from al these views but is
much more reasonable and understandable than any of them. Back in the Dark Ages one
could not have been blamed for holding views concerning the return of Christ which

now, in the light of the increase knowledge of our day, are found to be out of harmony
with the Bible.

But the plan of God does cdll for the return of Christ. Jesus himsdlf promised it. So did
the prophets and the gpostles. It is such an important part of the divine plan that, unless
he comes, the cregtion of the human race will have been in vain. For this reason, former
misconceptions and crude theories concerning this great event should not be permitted to
hinder us now from ascertaining the smplicity of thought concerning it, as st forth in the
Word of God.

An important factor in our gpproach to the subject isto redize that the One who returns
to earth to establish the long-promised kingdom of righteousnessis not a human being,
nor should we expect to see him as such. It is, rather, the highly exalted Jesus, the One
who, at the time he was raised from the dead, was rewarded with a nature and glory far
above angds and principalities and powers and every name which is named. It is the One
who isnot the "expressimage" of the Father's person, and who dwedlsin the light which
no man can gpproach unto; whom no man hath seen nor can see. (Heb. 1:3; 1 Tim. 6:16)



Thisisin keeping with what Jesus said to his disciples before he was crucified, when he
explained that in alittle while the world of mankind would see him no more. -- John
14:19

It is, then, the divine Christ who returns. This must be taken into consderation as we
examine the prophecies relating to this marvelous event in God's plan for human

sdvation and restoration. Just as the persondity and movements of God himsdf defy
description by the limited language designed for the use of human beings, so it iswith the
divine Chrigt who, at the time of his resurrection, was exdted to the right hand of the
Crestor. The language of our sammering tongues is limited in meaning to the materia
things with which we are surrounded and which our senses can see and touch and smell
and taste and hear. But when these words are applied to things spiritud and invishble, it is
little wonder that men have arrived a so many conflicting conclusons asto what is
meant.

God sad, through the prophet, that his thoughts are as much higher than our thoughts as
the heavens are higher than the earth. (Isa. 55.9) How true! And how necessary,
therefore, that God used materid things with which we are acquainted to illustrate his
thoughts, and this helps us even in alimited way to understand them. One of these
illugrations was used by Jesus when he said to Nicodemus that those who are born of the
Spirit can come and go asthewind. -- John 3:8

The Scriptures explain that Jesus himsdf was born of the Spirit at the time of his
resurrection, but this does not mean that his movements since then have been in every
respect like the wind. Thisis an illugtration to convey to our minds some idea of the
powers possessed by those in the spirit world. The wind is both powerful and invisible.
One cannat tel from whence it comes, nor whither it goes; Jesus, since his resurrection,
islike thewind in this respect. As he explained, Jesus now possesses dl power in heaven
and in earth. Because he is both powerful and invisble, marvelous results are
accomplished by his presence, yet heis not seen.

Such is the lesson of the wind as applied to Jesus since he was "born again” in the
resurrection. But thisis only one of the word pictures which the Scriptures give to help us
understand the manner and result of his second coming. When the angels said to the
amazed disciples who saw the Master ascend into the clouds that he would come again it
like manner as they had seen him go, aword picture was thus painted to help us grasp an
ideathat is amost beyond human comprehension. Y es, he does come "in like manner,”
but what does that mean? The manner of his going was quiet and unobserved except by
that handful of hi disciples. A cloud received him out of their Sght.

Jesus sad, "Behold, | come asathief.” (Rev. 16:15) The Apostle Paul informs us that
Jesus was to come as "athief in the night.” (1 Thess. 5:2) He dso explained that the
Master would come with a""shout,” aso with the "voice of the archangd,” and with the
"trump aGod.” (I Thess. 4:16) Certainly thieves do not blow trumpets and shout, nor did
Jesus blow atrumpet when he | €eft the disciples. But these are not contradictions. They
areword pictures to hep our finite minds comprehend more clearly some of the greet
factorsinvolved in the second coming of Christ and what that event will meanto dl



mankind.

We know something about the manner of athief's coming. We know alittle concerning
the purpose of blowing trumpets. We are familiar with shouts of command. We know
something of the characterigtics of clouds, and what they signify. When we put dl these
together and add to them the many other illugtrations of the Bible pertaining to Chrigt's
second coming, we begin to understand that what we are to look for is not a human being
coming down through the literal clouds, setting fire to the earth and toppling over the
mountains, but an upheava of human society, leading to a conversion of mankind from
sefishness and hate to love and sympathy; from war and destruction to peach and
recondgtruction; from sickness and death to health and life; from funerd processonsto a
great homecoming of the dead.

Just as the people of a nation become conscious of changes of government, not by seeing
their new rulers face to face, but by the manner in which their own way of life is affected,
so theworld of mankind will ultimatdy "see' Jesus, not in aliterd sense, but by the
evidences dl around them of the beneficent results of his rulership of righteousness and
love. The prophet refersto Jesus at his second advent asthe"Arm of the Lord" -- that is,
the ingrument by which Jehovah's glorious purposes on behdf of mankind will be
accomplished-and tdlls us that this"Arm" will be revedled to dl the nations and thet "dll
the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God." -- Isa 52:10; 53:1-12.

"Oh, | seg" isan expresson frequently used to denote comprehension. The Scriptures
often employ theterm "see" in exactly this same manner. It is essentid to redize thisif
we are to find harmony in the many prophetic statements which tell of Christ's second
coming. The"Arm of the Lord," which is Jesus, will bereveded in the"eyes' of dl the
nations; but here the word eyesis a symbol of discernment. So when the angels said to
the disciples that they would see the Magter returning in like manner, we should
undergtand this dso to sgnify discernment. He blowing went away ina"cdoud,” and in
Revedation 1:7 weread, "Behold he cometh with clouds, and every eye shdl seeahim.”
Thusthe literal cloud which received him out of the disciples sght was an illudiration of
the symbalic clouds in which reved his presence a his return.

Concerning literd sight, Jesus said to hisdisciples, "Y et alittle while, and the world

seeth me no more.” (John 14:19) Manifestly, therefore, when we read that every eye shdl
see him we must understand the meaning to be discernment. Clouds are often used in the
Scriptures to symbolize orms of human passion, and the world will ultimately discern
the fact of Chrigt's return, not by seeing him as a man, suspended literdly in the sky, but
by recognizing him in the clouds of trouble which will destroy "this present evil world' in
preparation for the establishment of his kingdom. (Gal. 1:4) Thuswill be fulfilled the

"like manner" prophecy of the angd to the amazed disciples as they gazed into the clouds
which had just received Jesus out of their Sight. His disciples now are thefirg to
recognize his return, even as his disciples then were the only onesto see him go.

In the increasing light of these days, animportant factor in connection with Chrigt's return
has been reveded by noting the true meaning of the Greek word parousia so often used in
the New Testament relating to his return. Thisword means "presence,” not coming. It



was thisword that was used by the disciples when they asked him concerning the signs of
his return. Their question was, "What shdl be the sign of thy presence?’ (Mait. 24:3)
This makes an important difference in the understanding of Jesus answer to the disciples
question, for it means that the signs which he enumerates betoken the time of his
presence rather than atime when his coming would be neer.

Jesus not only described numerous signs of his parousia or presence, but he also
explained severd pointsreative to the manner of his presence, and what the attitude of
his people should be in connection therewith. For example, he admonished his disciples
to "watch," telling them that the need of watching was the fact thet they would not know
in advance the time of his return. Thisimplies aso that those who do not watch are ligble
not to be aware of the Master's return, that he would be present without their knowledge.

Jesus aso explained that there was a possihility that after he returned an unfaithful

servant might dlaim he had not come, that he had delayed his coming. Thus we see that
the fact of Jesus second presence could be a matter of controversy among his followers.
This means that the manner in which Christians "seg" Jesus at his second coming and
know of his presence is by discerning the meaning of the sgns of thetimes. If they could
see him in the sky with their physical eyes no one could well deny the fact of his return.

Among the Sgns which Jesus mentioned as those which would mark the time of his
second presence is one which he described as "distress of nations, with perplexity; . . . .
men's hearts faling them for fear, and looking after those things which are coming on the
earth.” (Luke 21:25-26) Describing details of this Sgn, Jesus said that unless the days of
trouble were shortened, no flesh would be saved. (Matt. 24:21-22) Briefly, the highlights
of thissgn are: didtress of nations, fear, and the threatened annihilation of the race. That
thisisaredidic description of events through which the present generation has been
passing, as well as the fearful foreboding of the people now as they visudize the horrors
which might be inflicted upon the human race by the misuse of atomic energy, there can
be no doubt.

In outlining this particular Sign of his presence, Jesus quotes from the prophecy of Danidl,
in which that ancient servant of God foretold that there would be a"time of trouble, such
as never was since there was anation.” (Danid 12:1) It isthistime of trouble, Jesus
explained, that condtitutes the "digtress of nations' which marks the end of the age and
the time of his second presence. Jesus speaks of certain features of this period of distress
as "the beginning of sorrows.” (Mait. 24:8; Mark 13:8) The Greek text here trandated
"sorrows’ has reference to spasms of travail, asin childbirth.

The Prophet Isaiah and the Apostle Paul both refer to this same matter. Paul explains that
the destruction of man-made ingtitutionsin the day of the Lord would be as travail upon a
woman with child. Pains of travail comein spasms, with periods of easement between the
"sorrows.” (Isa 42:13,14; 1 Thess. 5:3) It is exactly in this manner that we have
witnessed the development of the greet time of distress which has come upon the nations
in our generation. Thefirst mgor spasm of "sorrow” began in 1914. The globa war of
1939-1945 was another and a more severe birthpang.



Who but one inspired by the Spirit of God could foretell so accuratdly, nineteen centuries
in advance, what has now become such atragic redlity! No longer can the scoffers say
that the events of our day are but a matter of history repesting itself, for surely the world
has never before been threatened with a destruction such asis now feared imminent.
These are new threats to the human race. The extent of the horrors which now can be
inflicted upon the people in time of war defies imagination. What an outlook! Isit any
wonder that the hearts of the people arefilled with fear? Surdy mere human wisdom
could not S0 accurately foretd| this condition of things centuries in advance.

Never before has there been such fear! Never before has the very existence of the race
been threatened! Jesus foretold both of these developments and said that they would mark
the time of his presence. There are two important lessons we should learn from this. It
should teach us to have unbounded confidence in the inspiration of the Bible, thet it is
indeed the Word of God. And it should give us greet joy to redlize that even though the
world is now filled with sorrow, and globa caamity is threetened, divine intervention is
near-that peace on earth, established by the Prince of Peace, is soon to become aredity.

When the disciples asked Jesus, "Wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
lsradl?" hereplied, "It is not for you to know the times and the seasons.” Hisreply wasin
keeping with his previous admonition thet his followers should "watch” in order thet they
might know when the time did come. It was only afew moments after he gave thisfind
word to his disciples that Jesus disappeared in the cloud and the angd explained that he
would come again "in like manner." Surdy we can now see the foretold symbolic sorm
clouds of darkness hovering over the fear-stricken and distressed world, just asthe
prophecies indicate would be the case. As yet, only the watchers can discern the
ggnificance of what is occurring. To them it isacause for rgoicing, not in the world's
troubles, but in the fact that the end of al trouble is so near.

Jesus said to his disciples, "When these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and
lift up your heads, for your redemption [deliverance] draweth nigh." (Luke 21:28) The
deliverance of the Magter'strue disciples meanstheir exdtation in the "first resurrection,”
to "live and reign” with Chrigt "athousand years." (Rev. 20:4, 6) These are to be made
like him, to sse him asheis, and to share hisglory. Their ddiverance and union as his
"bride" will mean that the time has come for blessings of life to go out to the world, not
heavenly life, but the joy of living forever in arestored earthly paradise. -- Rev. 19:7;
22:17

It isfor this sunrise of joy and life that the world is now longing and waiting. As yet,
however, the world has little red hope that the sun will rise. But just asthe naturd sun
risesirrepective of who may be awake to see it and regardless of how few or how many
may be waiting for its appearance, so the sun of God's returning favor to the peopleis
certain, and its blessngs sure.



CHAPTERYV - "TIMES OF REFRESHING"

""Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and he shall send
Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: whom the heaven must receive
until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of
all his holy prophets since the world began." -- Acts 3:19-21

TEN days after that little group of ardent disciples stood gazing up into the heavensin
bewilderment, wondering at the phenomenon of their beloved Magter rising bodily from
their midst and disgppearing into the clouds, they were startled by another manifestation
of the miraculous. It was the day of Pentecost, and as they were waiting and praying in
the upper room in Jerusalem, the power of God manifested itsdf in their midgt. It wasthe
fulfillment of Jesus promise to them, and in keeping with that promise, their minds were
now enlightened with a better understanding of those things yet to come in the
outworking of the divine plan and purpose.

Even before Pentecost they had been assured that their Lord would return. The angd had
sad tha "this same"' Jesus shdl so come "in like manner” as they had seen him taken into
heaven. But not until the Holy Spirit came upon them at Pentecost did they begin to
understand the full purpose of his return. Their faith had been strained by the fact thet his
ministry had come to such an abrupt and fata end and before many of the promises of
God concerning the work of the Messiah had been fulfilled.

But from Pentecost on, they had no more doubts; for now they knew the Messah was to
come again. The heavens had recaived him, yes, and the heavens would retain him, not
forever, though, but only "until the times of regtitution of dl things, which God hath
spoken by the mouth of al his holy prophets since the world began." Yes, dl that the
prophets had foretold concerning the scope of work to be accomplished by the Messiah
would yet come to pass.

Peter declared that times of refreshing would come from the "presence of the Lord." The
Greek text reads, "Out from the face of the Lord." The thought isacommon onein
Orientd figurative language, in which the face of an individua represents friendship, or
favor; while the back isasymbol of enmity or disfavor. The symboal is used in many
ingtances in the Scriptures. The ancient lawgiver of Isradl wrote, "The Lord make his face
to shineupon thee, . . . . the Lord lift his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.” --
Num. 6:25-26.

When Peter said that times of restitution would come "out from the face of the Lord,” it
was the equivaent of saying that God would cause his face to shine upon the people, that
he would lift up his countenance upon them, and give them peace. This was to be done,
the apodtle explains, by "sending Jesus Chrigt" -- areference to his second advent. The
implications of his statement are far reaching, covering the entire scope of the divine plan
in the cregtion of man -- a plan that reaches from his creation more than six thousand
years ago to his restoration to be the king of earth, as the Creator origindly intended.



Applying the meaningful symbol used by the apostle, we see that God turned his back
upon man because of his transgression of the divine law. The Prophet David said of God,
"In hisfavor islife: wegping may endure for anight, but joy cometh in the morning.”
(Psalm 30:5) If thereislifein God's favor, the reverseistrue -- death results from his
disfavor. So it was, when God no longer caused his face to shine upon his human
creation, but instead turned his back upon man, death was the result.

And with deeth came sickness, pain, sorrow, and weeping. Thus, as the prophet declares,
wesping has continued throughout this long nighttime of sin and deeth. And how pitch
dark the night has been! The light and warmth experienced by those upon whom God
causes his face to shine has been unknown except by the comparatively few throughout
the ages who by faith have sought the Lord and have been taken into his confidence and
shown his plan.

Yes, it has been a dark, cheerless, disma night. It has been characterized by the chill of
human sin and sefishness, and made gloomy by the wall of the suffering and dying. The
brief gpan of a dying existence experienced by each individua has usualy been plagued
by frightful nightmares of fear lest the uneasy lot of today be engulfed in the calamities of
tomorrow. How well Job expressed it when he said, "Man that is born of awoman, is of
few days, and full of trouble” -- Job 14:1.

But the bitterness which followed In the wake of transgressonis not to last forever. " Joy
cometh in the morning,” wrote David. Obvioudy, if it was the withdrawa of divine favor
that caused a pal of darkness to settle down over the race to black out human peace and
happiness, then the coming of morning implies the return of that favor. And thisis

exactly what Peter meant when he said that "times of refreshing shal come" from the

face of the Lord. God isto cause hisface to shine upon al mankind. Thiswill dispe the
darkness of the world's night of weeping, and the light of his countenance will refresh

and bless dl who in that daytime of divine favor accept the provisons of God's grace,
and obey the laws of the kingdom of Christ then operating throughout the earth.

"Timesof refreshing” -- how meaningful are these wordd The wilderness of sn and

deeth has been as arid as the night has been dark. David cdlsit the "valey of the shadow
of death.” Famine conditions to alarge extent have been prevaent -- not necessarily for
literal bread; but for those elements which make for peace and joy and hedth and life.

The prophet speeks of afaminein the land "for the hearing of the words of the Lord."
(Amos 8:11) How true this has been, and how the people have suffered because they have
not known God! Created in the image of God, the very nature of man has caused him to
cry out for some understanding of why he exists, and his ultimate destiny.

Groping through the darkness is an endeavor to find some word of comfort, some
assurance that out of dl thiswedter of uncertainty and affliction, sometime, somewhere,
there will come a happy tomorrow, man has laid hold upon the poisoned waters of error
and superdtition, the drinking of which, instead of refreshing his soul, has filled his mind
with halucinations which plague him dl the days of his unhappy life. Satan, the great
deceiver, has ever been ready to offer the unsuspecting one or another of his concoctions,



mixed for the express purpose of poisoning the mind againg the good God of love.

In the delirium caused by the various poisonous potions, those affected are no longer able
to reason. They become blind to logic and deaf to the thunderous tones of the Bible
which ring out the assurance that "God islove." Although the Bible Sates unequivocaly
that the wages of sin is death, those whose minds have been poisoned by Satan'slie
continue to ing st that eternd torture, not desth, is the pendty for sin. Look wherewe

will, both in heethendom and Christendom, and we find that with few exceptions

attempts to approach God and understand his purpose are thwarted by mideading notions
and theorieswhich ingtill fear in the hearts of the people and obscure their vison of the
one and only true deity, the Creator of heaven and earth. Truly thereisafaminein the
land for the hearing of the Word of God!

And famine conditions have prevailed dong other lines, dso. There has been a shortage
of dl those things which make life truly worthwhile. Even dong materid lines, what a
pitifully smdl portion of the human racein any period of its existence have redly had
enough to eat, proper shelter, and comfortable clothes to wear! The number of poverty
gtricken and underprivileged persons right in the United States, which has the highest
gandard of living of any country of the world, is gppaling. And how barren of the
ordinary comforts of lifeisthelot of untold millionsin other parts of the earth.

And there has aways been a shortage of commodiities, less materid, but nevertheless
essentid to human well being and happiness. How scarce indeed has been the commodity
of peach and good will! And how hapless the world has been without it! Only afew of dl
the thousands of years of recorded history have been free from the blight of war! And
there have been wars other than those precipitated by nations. There have been
community wars, and family wars. And even worse than al of these has been that lack of
peace in human hearts -- alack that could not be remedied while man is estranged from
his Maker.

Look where we will, and from whatever standpoint we may pursue our investigation, we
find that the experience of man throughout the centuries has been one of "want," of
"third," of "desolaion." Driven from Eden, and his dominion taken away, he has found
himsdlf awanderer in adry and thirsty land. How heart cheering, then, is the promise that
this "solitary place’ shdl be "made glad” for man, that the "desert shdl rgjoice and
blossom asthe rose.”

How can so great a change be possible, you ask? The gpostle answers, "Times of
refreshing shal come from the presence of the Lord." And what refreshing that will mean
when after more than six thousand years in the wilderness, with the Crestor's back turned
towards him, man again experiences an abundance of cheer resulting from the sunshine

of God's smile!

"Times of refreshing”’! How encouraging, indeed, are these words. Without this
refreshing, the race ultimately would have perished; for the famine resulting from the loss
of God's favor would have continued to spread its blight of death. Menta and physical
garvation would have continued to fasten their fangs upon the dying race. But thank God



for the assurance that he will lift up his countenance upon the people and that thus they
will be refreshed and blessed.

They will be refreshed with atrue knowledge of him and of his plan for their eternd life
and happiness. They will be refreshed with the assurance of economic security and
prosperity of soul and body. They will be refreshed with hedth, mentdly and physicdly -
- hedlth so vibrant and vitdl that sicknesses of dl kinds, even the disease of old age, will
become but vague memories of the darkness of the past; for "there shal be no more
death." -- Rev. 21:4.

No single word picture is adequate to portray fully the contrast between the experiences
of man during the time God's favor has been withheld from him, and the future time now
near when the Creator will lift up his countenance upon the falen race to refresh the
people with hisfavor. It is as the difference between night and day. But even though we
conjure up before our mentd vision dl the ugly things characterizing the darkness, and
then visudize by contrast the joys which attend the coming of dawn, still we have faled
to gragp the full sgnificance of what "times of refreshing” from the face of the Lord will
mean to this poor benighted world.

So again, in order to bring within our menta grasp something more of the fullness of joy
which will come to mankind when God lifts up his countenance upon them, the
Scriptures employ another symbolism -- that of the desert and famine conditions of the
dying race in contrast with the abundance of divine grace and knowledge and heath and
life which will flow out to humanity like a mighty river from the "throne of God and of
the Lamb." (Rev. 22:4) Even the implications of such colorful metaphors, fall fully to
convey dl that Peter meant by "times of refreshing . . . . from the presence of the Lord."

It isatruth of such magnitude that it defies description and complete undergtanding. It is
not mysterious, or vague, or visonary, or out of the human ream, but it involves the
fulfillment of God's promises to restore the race to human perfection upon this earth, and
our imperfect minds are not able to grasp the full meaning of human perfection and peace
with God.

Yes, thisiswhat Peter meant. He callsit "redtitution.” The return of God's favor will

result in “times of redtitution of al things," says the apostle. Jesus came to "seek and to
save' that which waslogt. Hisfirg vist to earth prepared the way for man's return to

God, and his second visit effects the actud restoration -- the redtitution of al things
foretold by the prophets; and each of them contributes to the glorious melody of hope and
ingpiration which this divine purpose for man is bound to engender in the hearts of those
who hear and believeit.

Moses recorded God's promise to Abraham that through his-seed dl the families of the
earth are to be blessed. Moses also foretold that God would raise up a Prophet like unto
him, only greater, and that this Prophet would give life to the people. Peter quotes this
prophecy and appliesits full import to the work of regtitution which will follow the
second advent of Christ.



David foretold the coming kingdom of righteousness and described the abundance of its
blessings.

Isaiah told of the time when desth would be swallowed up in victory and when God
would wipe away tears from off al faces. He dso forecast thet in the "times of
refreshing” the people would build houses and inhabit them, plant vineyards and edt the
fruit of them.

Jeremiah described the great change that will come in human experience, assuring us that
it will no longer be true that men and women will die because of inherited snsand
weaknesses. He declares that the people will not then say, "The fathers have eaten the
sour grape, and the children'steeth are set on edge.” -- Jer. 31:29

Ezekid assures us that both Jews and Gentiles shdl be restored to life, returning to ther
"former estate.” -- Ezek. 16:53-63

Danid describes the permanence of Messah's kingdom and says that those who "deepin
the dust of the earth shall awake." -- Dan. 2:44; 12:2

Hosea assures us that God will plague death until its prisoners are released and that desth
itself will be destroyed. -- Hosea 13:14

Obadiah explains that when the kingdom of God is operdting in the earth, "saviors' shall
come up on Mount Zion. (Obadiah 1:21) Jesusis the great Savior of the people, and
associated with him will be those who have suffered and died with him during this
present Chrigtian era.

Job was one of God's holy prophets. Hiswhole life's experience was a portraya of God's
dedlings with the human race. Job was afaithful servant of God, but divine wisdom
permitted affliction to come upon him just as God has alowed evil to afflict the entire
human race. But findly God intervened on behdf of Job; his health was restored, and
blessings of wedth, etc., smilar to those he lost, were restored to him. After hearing a
series of questions by God, Job exclaimed, "I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear:
but now mine eye seeth thee" -- Job 42:5

To "see" God will be the most refreshing experience enjoyed by man when, through the
returned Chrigt, divine favor is restored to the human race. There have been few of dl the
millions who have lived and died that have not heard of God "by the hearing of the ear.”
His name has been upon the lips of the multitudes, but in the hearts of only afew. They
will not be adle to see him until he lifts up his countenance upon them and they contrast
the good they will then enjoy with the evil that plagued them unto deeth. Even Job will
then see God much more clearly than was possible during the time when desth was
reigning in the earth.

While his éfliction was till weighing heavily upon him, Job asked God to let him fall
adeep in degth until the time of divine disfavor was past. Job was willing to die because
he had faith that the time would come when God would turn his face to the people and



that then the dead would be restored to life and be refreshed by the smile of is
countenance. Then "Thou shdlt call, and | will answer Thee," Job said in his prayer,
"Thou wilt have a desire to the work of Thine hands" (Job 14:15) Yes, manis God's
cregtion, the work of his hands. Man hasfdlen from his origina perfection, but God's
work in creating him has not been in vain. He will live again! Life, human, unending and
perfect, is his destiny.

The "Sun of Righteousness"

One of the Bible's most beautiful word pictures of the coming times of redtitution is that
painted by the Prophet Maachi. He likens the returned Christ to the sun -- the"Sun of
Righteousness™ This"Sun" will rise, dedlares the prophet, with "hedling in hiswings"
(Md. 4:2) Here therays of the sun are likened to great wings upon which it rises and
under the shadow of which isfound hedlth and life -- "hedling.” It istherigng of this
"Sun" that will scatter the mists and gloom of the long night of sin and weeping through
which the human race has been sumbling, over the broad road leading to destruction.

Maachi explains that "unto you thet fear [reverence] My name shdl the Sun
Righteousness arise” Thisisin kegping with Peter's admonition when he said, "Repent
ye therefore, and be converted, that your sns may be blotted out when the times of
refreshing shal come from the presence of the Lord.” (Acts 3:19) Neither of these
statements should be misconstrued to limit the grace of God to those who repent and
accept Chrig in thislife. They do indicate, however, that those who are blessed with a
knowledge of God's plan and are so in harmony with the principle of righteousness which
it revedsthat they long for the kingdom of Christ will be among the firgt to recaiveits
blessngs. The goodness of God leads to repentance, the apostle declares; and if our stony
hearts are melted by the warmth of hislove, we will want to be in harmony with him, and
be diligent in the doing of hiswill.

Time Required

The limitations of our finite minds meke it difficult to visudize the work of restitution in

al itsagpects. Time entersinto it as an important element for consideration. We are S0
accugtomed to thinking in terms of our own short pan of life that we are inclined to
suppose that what God has promised to do must be accomplished speedily. Actudly,
however, an entire thousand yearsis set asde in the plan of God for the refreshing of the
people with the returning favor of God.

When the healing rays of the " Sun of Righteousness' first begin to manifest themsalves,
those who respond and are blessed will not need to die. In due time the dead will begin to
be awakened. The work of the kingdom will continue for athousand years. Not until the
end of that age of warming and healing sunshine will dl the mist of darkness be scattered
and dl the desert conditions of the past made fruitful and plenteous.

It will require the entire thousand-year "day" of Chrigt's presence before al the dark
corners of the earth and of human minds and hearts and bodies are reached and thereby
blessed and refreshed. Even then, the only ones to be blessed eterndly by the life-giving



rays of that "Sun of Righteousness’ will be those who respond in belief and in loving
obedience. Those who close their minds and shut up their hearts to the light, refusing to
respond in obedience to the divine will then made known, "shdl be destroyed from
among the people.” (Acts 3:23) But for al othersthere will be "times of refreshing from
the face of the Lord."



CHAPTER VI - THE SIGN IN HEAVEN

""And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the
tribes of the earth mourn." -- Matthew 24:30

FIVE days before Jesus was crucified he rode into the city of Jerusdlem on an assand
was hailed as king by a multitude of his followers, who shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of
David: blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosannain the highest.” (Mait.
21:9) Following this triumphd entry into the city, Jesus visited the temple and exercised
his messanic authority by driving out the money changers. Undoubtedly thiswas atime
of high excitement for the disciples; for they would see in these experiences what
appeared to be convincing evidence that the One whom they had accepted and followed
in the belief that he had come to be king of Israel and of the world was about to begin his
reign. This conviction was of vitd interest to them because he had promised that if they
were fathful to him they would have the privilege of reigning with him.

Jesus remained in the temple that day and taught the people many important truths
concerning his kingdom. He forecast the downfal of Isragl's polity and the cagting off of
the scribes and Pharisees as the mouthpieces of the Lord. While he had just been
acclamed king by many, he knew that the Isradlites as awhole, misguided by their
hypocritical leaders, were opposed to him and were plotting againg hislife. Knowing

this, he quoted a prophecy of the Old Testament concerning a stone which the builders
regjected but which later became "the head of the corner.” This"stone" was Jesus. -- Matt.
21:42-44; Psalm 118:22

While the privilege of being associated with Jesus in the kingdom of the Lord was first
offered to Isradl, this nation had proved unworthy of the honor; so he prophesied that the
kingdom would be taken from them and given to a nation "bringing forth the fruits
thereof." "Behold, your house is|eft unto you desolate,” he said, in afind word of
condemnation, and added, "Y e shdl not see me henceforth, till ye shdl say, Blessed is he
that cometh in the name of the Lord.” -- Mait. 23:38, 39

Reveding words are these! Only amaiter of hours before this, many had used this very
expression in acclaming Jesus as their king. While Jesus knew that this was a fulfillment
of an Old Testament prophecy (Psalm 118:26), he knew dso it did not mean that the
nation as awhole had accepted him; hence this generd acceptance must wait for atime
gl future. Now the nation was cast off from being the specid channd of divine
blessngs to the world and would go through much tribulation during the centuries to
come. Finaly, however, their eyes were to be opened to recognize Jesus as their Messiah
and king, and then dl Israel would join in saying, "Blessad is he that cometh in the name
of the Lord."

Without doubt the disciples heard this prophecy, even as they aso heard the words of
condemnation againgt the scribes and Pharisees, who, as Jesus said, were at that time
gtting in Moses seat. Upon leaving the temple following these hours of truthreveding
discussion, Jesus further prophesied that the temple itself would be destroyed-that there
would not be one stone left upon another. -- Matt. 24:2



When he rode triumphantly into the city as king and was acclaimed such by his friends,
the disciples may have thought that his kingdom was about to be established; but now
they would know differently. They would know that hisred coming asking to Israel and
to the world was future, that he was going away and would return, and that not until then
would the people as awhoale join in the acclamation, "Blessad is he that cometh in the
name of the Lord."

While the thought of a further waiting for the kingdom may have been discouraging to
the disciples, they were not sumbled by it. Instead they set about to find out, if they
could, how long the waiting period would be and how they would know when it was
over. So we find them the next day holding a private interview with the Magter. The
record indicates that they asked him three leading questions. (1) When shdl these things
be? (2] What shdl be the sgn of thy coming? and (3) What shdl be the sgn "of the end
of theworld?' -- Maitt. 24:3

The firgt of these questions, relaing to the destruction of Jerusdem and the temple, was
not directly answered by Jesus. But Jesus did answer the two questions concerning the
sggn of hiscoming and the end of the world. To get the facts clearly before us, however,
it isimportant to remember that in the Greek text the word parousiaiis used and is
mistrandated "coming.” It means "presence,” not "coming.” Similarly, it isnecessaxry toa
clear understanding of the text to know that the word trandated "world" isaion and
means "age," not this planet on which we live. What the disciples redly asked was,
"What shal be the sgn of thy presence and of the end of the age?’

Why did the disciples ask what 9gn, or signs, would accompany the Master's second visit
to earth? It was because only through the signs which accompanied hisfirgt visit and
ministry had they been convinced that he was truly the Messiah. There was no way of
knowing what the Messiah would look like; so the disciples, even as did John the Baptit,
had to rely on signs. But now Jesus was going away, and there was mystery attached to
his going. On one occasion he said to the Jews, "Whither | go, ye cannot come.” (John
8:21) Vaguely his disciples may have redized that he was to be taken away from them
through deeth. He had given them clear indications of this, explaining, "The bread that |
will giveismy flesh, which I will givefor thelife of theworld,” and, "As Mosss lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, even so mugt the Son of man belifted up.” "And I, if | be
lifted up from the earth, will draw al men unto me." (John 6:51; 3:14; 12:32) To them,
however, Jesus was the Messiah and King of Israel, and how could he exercise these
offices of glory unless he remained dive? To them it was unthinkable that his enemies
would be victorious and put him to death. So they were puzzled.

But, despite the things concerning him which they did not understand at thet time, there
were other points which they did redlize. He had just given aclear indication that atime
was coming when the nation of Isragl would acclam him as king, as the One who had
come in the name of the Lord. To them this meant that he would indeed be away from
them for awhile; so they wanted to be sure that when he returned they would know of his
presence, even as they had been so highly favored to know of hisfirst presence-- a
presence which had been revealed by signs. So they asked, "What shdl be the sgn of thy



presence, and of the end of the age?’

A few days after the disciples asked Jesus these questions, he stood before Pilate accused
by hisfdlow Isradlites of agpiring to be aking, which, if true and as Pilate would view
the matter, would make him guilty of treason againgt the Roman Empire. Jesus
acknowledged that he was destined to be aking: "To thisend was | born, and for this
cause came |l into theworld," he affirmed. He explained, however, that his kingdom was
not of thisworld, or order [Greek, kosmo:]. (John 18:36,37) In other words, when the
time would come for him to commence hisreign, it would presage the beginning of a
new order, or age; so the disciples were quite right in associating the Master's return with
the end of this present age. In redity, Sgns which would indicate the ending of one age
preparatory to the beginning of another would also denote the presence of Chrigt; for, as
we shdl see from the Scriptures, it is hisreturn that will bring the age of Satan'sruleto
an end.

Beginning with Pentecost, and as a result of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit of truth at
that time, the true followers of the Master have understood more clearly what was
involved in his going away and are therefore prepared to understand better the manner of
his return and the characteristics of his second presence. In a previous study we learned
that Jesus died to redeem the world from death and that in the resurrection he was not
restored to life asaman but as a glorious spirit being of the highest order -even that of
the divine nature; and now heisthe "expressimage’ of the Heavenly Father, the Creator
of dl things -- Heb. 1:3

Concerning God we read that heis"invisble (1 Tim. 1:17) And, urging faithfulness on
the part of Timothy, Paul wrote, "That thou keep this commandment without spot,
unrebukesble, until the gppearing of our Lord Jesus Chrigt: which in histimes he shall
shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; who
only hath immortdity, dweling in the light which no man can gpproach unto; whom no
man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honor and power everlasting.” -- 1 Tim. 6:14-16.

Here, then, isamost important reason why we must depend upon signs to indicate the
second presence of Chrigt. It is because, now, being like the Heavenly Father in nature,
and no longer aman, heis"invisble" to human eyes, and like the Creator himsdlf, dwells
"inlight which no man can gpproach unto, whom no man hath seen, nor can see.”

Here, then, an invisble King whose presence in the world to establish akingdom is
reveded by signs. In Jesus answer to the disciples question as to what would condtitute
the evidence of his presence, the Master not only told them what the signs would be but
a0 emphasized the necessity of watching faithfully for those sgns so that they might
know of hisreturn. He explained that the time of his presence would be as a "thief”;
hence, while present, he would be unknown to al except the faithful wetchers who
detected the Sgns and were able to read them correctly.-- Matt. 24:43; 1 Thess. 5:12; 2
Peter 3:10; Rev. 3:3

When the disciples asked concerning the evidence of the Lord's return, they used the
Greek word semeion, which is the singular form of the word and is properly trandated by



our word "sign,” dso in the sngular. However, when Jesus answered their question, he
made it plain that there would be more than one sign. For example, Luke quotes part of
Jesus reply, saying: "And there shdl be sgns [plurd] in the sun, and in the moon, and in
the stars, and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves
roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things coming upon
the earth: for the powers of the heavens shdl be shaken." -- Luke 21:25-26

In addition to these Signs, Jesus mentions others; but for our present study we will
confine ourselvesto thisligt, as we believe that it is quite sufficient -- when we note the
marvelous manner in which they are being fulfilled -- to establish the fact that we are
even now living in the days of the presence of the Son of man, earth's future King. While
L uke quotes Jesus as mentioning signs which would appear in the "sun, and in the moon,
and inthe stars" Matthew's account of this same statement refersto it Smply asasign
that would appear in heaven. The thought is the same, however, for the sun, moon, and
gtars congtitute what we spesk of as the "heavens.”

Matthew's account tells us that when the sign of the Son of man appearsin heaven, "al
the tribes of the earth mourn,” while Luke's report states that, accompanying the Sgnsin
the sun and the moon and the stars, there would be "upon the earth distress of nations,
with perplexity,” and that there would be aroaring of the sea and of the waves. Luke
explains that the distress of nations with perplexity is due to the fact that the "powers of
heaven”" are shaken. The sgn in the heavens, therefore, is the fact that their powers over
the affairs of the earth are shaken, causing worldwide distress and an dmost universa
fear of dtill greater tragediesto come.

What, then, is meant by the statement that "the powers of heaven shall be shaken"? The
Apostle Peter was one who heard this great prophecy of the present time directly from the
lips of the Magter, and later he wrote an epistle concerning the time of the Lord's

presence and indicated that one of the evidences thereof would be the fact that “the
heavens shdl pass away with agreat noise, and the d ements shal melt with fervent hest,
the earth also and the works that are therein shal be burned up.” (11 Pet. 3:10) For, what
Jesus described as a shaking of the powers of the heavens Peter explained as a passing
away of the heavens, their dements meting with fervent heat. And what Jesus referred to
as "digtress of nations with perplexity,” with the "sea and the waves roaring,” Peter
identified as "the earth dso and the works that are therein” being burned up.

All of thisis, of course, symbolic language-the literd earth "abideth forever." (Eccl. 1:4)

It iswell to note in this connection that Peter speaks of heavens and an earth that passed
away a the time of the Hood; but the literd sun, moon, and gars, and the literal earth
remained as they were. The gpostle spoke of the heavens and earth which were before the
Flood as making up the "world that then was." (11 Pet. 3:5,6) The Greek word here
trandated "world" is kosmaos, meaning "order," or "arrangement.” It was the order of
things, the "civilization" that existed before the Flood, that came to an end as aresult of

the Deluge; hence, by following through with this prophetic andogy, we learn that it is

the present socid order, the present civilization, that comesto an end as aresult of

Chrigt's return and presence as the King of the new world of tomorrow.



What, then, is symbolized by the "heavens' and the "earth" which pass away at the
presence of the Lord? There are scriptures which give us a clue to the proper answer to
this question. For example, Jesus, in speaking of some of the eements of the symboalic
earth, said that there would be aroaring of "the sea and the waves." Turning to Isaiah
17:12,13, we read: "Woe to the multitude of many people, which make a noise like the
noise of the seas; and to the rushing of nations, that make a rushing like the rushing of
mighty weaterd The nations shal rush like the rushing of many waters."

Comparing thiswith Jesus statement concerning the "distress of nations with perplexity,”
it becomes obvious that his reference to the roaring of the sea and the waves was his way
of illudrating the internationd distress which would result from the presence of the Lord.
This language, trandated into present-day usage and experience, is graphicaly
descriptive of the internationa chaos which has been continuoudy and rdentlessy on the
increase in thisour day. It isatime of acute distress and perplexity; and in the Greek text
the word that istrandated "perplexity” realy means'no way out." And how trueit isthat
the nations can find no way out of thisdistresst Every hoped-for remedy, when
attempted, results in failure, while the distress continues and increases.

It s;ems evident, then, that the "earth,” with its various dements, symboalizes the civil
governments and other arrangements under which the peoples of the world have lived in
amore or less orderly manner throughout the centuries. Now order is giving way to
disorder, as the kasmos, or order of things which we have cdled civilization rapidly
deterioratesinto chaos. The ingenuity of man, scientific and otherwise, isbeing utilized
chiefly in promoting destructive strife among the nations and, oftentimes, within the
nations.

Old standards of law and order are giving way to the anarchistic theory that one person
has as much prerogetive as another to determine what is right and what is wrong. Hence,
adding to other phases of worldwide distressis the rapid spread of mora anarchy. How
aptly, indeed, does the restlessness of the seaiillustrate this bresking down of aworld
order! The Prophet David, using the same symbolism and referring to the kingdoms of
the world as "mountains,” tells us that though the mountains "be carried into the midst of
the sea," we should not fear. - Psalm 46:2,3

What, then, are the "heavens’ which, up to the due time for the presence of the Lord,
exercised "power" or control over the symbolic earth? A very definite factor in holding
together the civilization which we now see faling gpart has been the power of religious
resraint. This has been true in practicaly every part of the earth, in heathendom as well
asin Chrisgendom. The restraining views and methods have varied in different lands,
depending upon the aleged characteristics of the particular god or gods whose laws were
made binding upon the people; but practicaly everywhere, and for centuries, the
governments of the earth have controlled the people by making them believe that the laws
which they bound upon them had been ordained by a deity or deities whose authority was
supreme and whose ability to punish lawbreakers was unlimited.

Now, however, thiseement of world order israpidly losing its power to control the
people; and one of the grest fears of society's doctors, who are trying to keep adying



world dive, isthat the onrushing forces of atheism, implemented as they are by powerful
antirdigious governments, will completely destroy redigious influence in the effairs of
men.

This, we bdieve, iswhat the Master referred to as the shaking of the powers of the
heavens. We know that the literd heavens exercise a tremendous power over the literd
earth; hence the symbolism in which ecclesagticd authority over the nationsis seen as
the "heavens' isavery apt one indeed. Through the prophet the Lord said, "For asthe
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways." (Isa. 55:9)
Hereis the thought behind the symbolism of the "heavens” -- they are higher than the
earth, and men have been caused to believe that the edicts of the religious ingtitutions of
the earth have been above the ways of men and hence should be obeyed as coming from
God.

It istrue that God's ways are higher than ours and aso that they are true and righteous
atogether. But we should remember that afdse god isthe prince of thisworld, or, as
Paul describes him, the "god of thisworld." (John 12:31; 2 Cor. 4:4) Thisis Satan, the
Devil, the archenemy of God and man, and the deceiver of dl nations. (Rev. 20:1-3) This
unseen "prince of the power of thear" (Eph. 2:2) has ruled the world to alarge extent
through the fa se religious systems of the earth. He was the inspiration of Japanese
Shintoism, which now has largely lost its power over that nation. And while other
systems of superdtition have not had their authority broken as dramatically asin Japan,
the tendency isin that direction everywhere.

In the Book of Revelation we are told of a"woman . . . which reigneth over the kings of
the earth." (Rev. 17:18) Thiswoman isaso described asa"city" -- an unhaly city. (Rev.
17:5; 18:2-4,10) It is sad that thiswoman is "the mother of harlots' and that the
"inhabitants of the earth" were made "drunk with the wine of her fornication.” (Rev.

17:2) In contragt to this picture we are told of another woman, a"chagte virgin," who
becomes the "bride" of Christ and who, with him, isto reign over the earth for a thousand
years. She adso is spoken of, together with her Bridegroom, asa"city” -- the "haly city,
new Jerusdem,” which comes "down from God out of heaven." (2 Cor. 11.:2; Rev. 20:4,
6; 21.2,10) It isclear, we think, that the harlot woman who commits fornication with the
kings of the earth represents a counterfeit of Christ's kingdom -- that counterfeit which
men have cdled "Christendom” but which is described by God as "Babylon.”

Perhaps the most marked identification of this harlot woman is contained in the assertion
that the nations were made drunk with the wine of her fornication. Thisisavery got
symbolism of the union of the gpogtate church with the civil governments of Europe.
Chrigt is the true Head and Bridegroom in the kingdom to be established by him during
his second presence. The true church becomes his bride following her exdtation to glory,
honor, and immortdity in the "first resurrection.” (Rev. 19:7; 20:6) Her test of loydty to
her prospective and heavenly Bridegroom has been to wait for his return and meanwhile
to suffer the reproaches of the world while she lays down her lifein his service, preparing
hersdf to be united with him in the kingdom.

But the church which became gpostate was not willing to wait for her Lord to return.



Instead, harlot-like, she joined hands with civil governments and then daimed that this
union congtituted Christ's kingdom on earth. This was the wine, the doctrine, of her
fornication, and with it the nations were led into a drunken frenzy of amost continud
warfare with one another, al blasphemoudy in the name of the Lord. One section of
Chrigtendom was pitted againgt another from time to time and in whatever manner it
suited the best interests of their unholy mistress, the gpostate church.

This does not imply that there was nothing good in the laws sanctioned and upheld by the
unholy dliance of church and gtate, for in some respects those laws were taken from the
Scriptures. Murder on the part of individuas was prohibited, athough legaized murder,
cdled war, was glorified. Theft was forbidden, athough in the name of the Lord the

people were robbed in many ways by both the civil and rdigious authorities which held
them in virtua davery. The divine inditution of family and home was uphdld, and in

some other respects the laws of the true God were copied. Good or bad -- and partly both
-- the restraining influences of these higher powers, which reached the people by means

of the avil authorities of the day, held avilization together.

It was far from anided world, but a semblance of order was maintained, even though
largely because of the ignorance and superdtition of the people, which through the
centuries had been fostered by the harlot woman. The people were made to believe that
any indination to disobey "the powers that be" would lead to dire consequences-if notin
thislife, then surdly after death. The fear of eternd torture was held over them asawhip

to keep them in davery to a sysem under which princes grew fat in luxury and priests
grew rich in their exploitation of the people by promising them a quick passage through

an imaginary, yet Devil-inspired, purgatory. It mattered not to the rulersif their subjects
were ignorant paupers, o long as they obeyed ther dictates without question and kept the
peace.

Isit adark picture which we have dravn? Well, it happenedinthe "Dark Ages' -- a
period which was made dark by the misrule of a counterfeit kingdom of Chrigt. But it was
not to last forever! The light that foretells the gpproach of anew day gradudly began to
dawn. Napoleon, whatever his sins may have been, struck a deathblow to the system that
ruled the world during the Dark Ages when he took the pope a prisoner. The discovery of
America and the growth of American democracy aso helped to break the shackleswhich
had bound Europe. The rapid increase of knowledge dong al lineswhich resulted from
the invention of movable type was another contributing factor leading toward liberty.

But, while the dmaost universal control of the old world by the power which was seated in
Rome was broken, the ideology of that wicked system was adopted independently by
.most of the rulers of Europe. They made state churches out of many of the Protestant
systems, uniting with them as they had done formerly with Catholicism. So the "powers
of the heavens" though now divided, dill ruled, till held the people under restraint.

(Mait. 24:29; Luke 21:26) This stuation continued without much outward change until
the beginning of World War |, in 1914.

With the outbreak of the war, forces came into play which began drasticdly to shake the
powers of the heavens -ecclesadtical contral. In that war, asin the padt, the "wine" of



Babylon's fornication flowed fredy. In Germany, and in the countries dlied with
Germany, the soldiers were told by the clergy that if they died on the fidd of battle
fighting the "enemy" they were sure of a heavenly reward, the reason being that in
fighting for their government, they were fighting for God. In all the countries dlied
againg Germany the men were told the same thing. Y es, to the shame of the American
clergy, they too joined in pouring this "wine," which had been prepared origindly by the
gpostate church of Rome.

The "wine of fornication” did itswork, & least partially, during that First World War, but
the aftereffects were not at dl what the nations expected. The intermingling of thoughts
and viewpoints which was bound to occur when young and thinking men of dl parts of
the world were brought together- sometimesin the trenches, sometimesin prison camps
and in other ways-had an effect. Doubts were raised in the minds of many as to whether
their sde aone had been fighting for the Lord. That the objectives of the war on both
Sdes were not attained caused a further disllusonment, as, through the trying years
which followed, that stark fact became more and more apparent.

With disillusonment came a worldwide turning to pleasure, legitimate and otherwise.
The people who, through the distressaing years of the war, fought for God, as they had
supposed, now, in fulfillment of the Scriptures, became "lovers of pleasure more than
loversof God." (2 Tim. 3:1,4) But even more sgnificant, the people of the world, on the
whole, not only forgot God, but became unbelievers. The extent to which thisistrueis
now apparent by the fact that in the two most religious countries of the world, the United
States and Grest Britain, not more than onein ten ever stepsinsde a church.

But thisisnot dl. Out of that World War came the birth of the firs communist
government in Russa From the very start one of the characteristics of that government
was its opposition to religion. The Greek Catholic Church, which wastheillicit mistress
of the czarist government, was ruthlesdy banned and her fraudulent practices brought
publicly to the atention of the people in many ways. The teaching of atheism was
encouraged and sponsored by the government.

Sincethen it istrue that, for reasons of expedience, Moscow clams to have granted
freedom of rdigion within Russia, but thisis largely in name only. While the Greek
Catholic Church has been given a"legd" standing, this means only that it is permitted to
carry onwith itsritua on behdf of a minority of the older generation which has not
accepted Moscow's atheistic teachings, under which the youth of the land are reared.

And now this atheigtic government, seizing the opportunity presented by a weskened
world, is expanding itsinfluence beyond Russan territory. A large part of Germany is
gl subjected to this government-sponsored ideology of unbdlief. The shadow is cast
over Poland, Rumania, Hungary, Bulgaria, Czechodovakia, Yugodavia, and is
threatening other nations. Meanwhile, because such avery smdl minority of the people
in the remaining countries of the earth have any faith in God, they are the more open to
the growing influence of an ideology which officidly reects the thought of being subject
to laws which are aleged to have come from a higher power.



It isthis Stuation the world over that is contributing to the fear of those who wish to
restore the status quo of the pre-1914 civilizetion. Thisis one of the greet fearsin the
United States, particularly among those high in the government. One of the evidences of
thisisthe fact that presidents have sent persond representatives to Rome to confer with
the pope. The time was when aword from the Vatican would have restored at least an
outward semblance of order in Europe. But the powers of the heavens are being shaken,
and more and more their ability to hold the old order together is weakening.

This, then, isthe Sgn that is appearing in the symbolic heavens, the sign of the presence
of Chrigt, the prospective King of earth. On one occasion Jesus raised the question as to
whether he would find faith on the earth when he came, and now we can see that this
question was wdll judtified. (Luke 18:8) And, as Jesus foretold, the people of the nations
are mourning, some because of the digtress that has come directly to them and to their
families, and others because they see that the civilization which gave them prosperity and
power over ther felowsisfdling apart.

A very redigtic description of thisis given usin Reveation, chapter 18. The opening
verse of this chapter depicts the return of our Lord. John describes him as"amighty
angdl," whose power caused the earth to befilled with his glory. First he pronounces
doom upon the counterfeit of his kingdom and bids those loyd to him to separate
themselves therefrom, that they be not partakers of the plagues which destroy it. This
message has aready gone out to the Lord's people, and thousands have responded. Now
the work of destruction is well advanced, and we can see the beginning of the foretold
"mourning” of those who prospered so gresatly under this system.

"And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived ddlicioudy with
her, shal bewail her, and

lament for her, when they shdl see the smoke of her burning,” writes the apostle. John
aso writes that the supporters of this system will say: "Alas, das, that grest city, that was
clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked in gold, and precious stones, and
pearls For in one hour [the hour of her judgment] so grest richesis cometo nought.” --
Rev. 18:9,10,16,17

The Scriptures are not limited to the use of only one symbolism to illugtrate greet truths
of the divine plan. We have seen how fitting is the lesson of the powers of the heavens
being sheken as one of the signs which betoken the second presence of the Lord. We
have seen dso that in full harmony with thisis the Revelator's description of the waning
powers of the ecclesiagtica heavens, when he tells of the fal and destruction of mystic
Babylon. But it isinteresting in this connection to note that in the vision of this
destruction of the harlot woman John sees her "utterly burned with fire" -- Rev. 18:8

Soitistha "fire" aswdl as"shaking," is one of the symbols used to portray the
overthrow of various eements of "this present evil world." (Gal. 1:4) For this reason
"fire" is associated with the manifestation of the presence of Chrigt; that is, heisreveded
by fire aswdl as by the shaking of the heavens. On this point the Apostle Paul, writing to
the Thessdlonian church, says "And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord



Jesus shdl be reveded from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming tire taking
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the Gospd of our Lord Jesus
Chrig." -- 2 Thess. 1.7, 8

The "mighty angdls' which are to be reveaed with Jesus are undoubtedly the members of
his glorified church. The word angel means "messenger,” and these will be messengers
with him to digpense the blessngs of the new kingdom. Buit first every vestige of Satan's
empire must be destroyed, and al oppostion to the laws of God's new world broken. The
gathering to himsdf of those who will reign with him is part of the work of Chrig in the
first years of his second presence. Thisis fully accomplished before the old order is
completely destroyed; hence Paul's reference to the "flaming fire" which revealsthe
presence of Christ when his church iswith him isasign which is il future. It is dosdy
associated with the fire which destroys mystic Babylon. We can even now seethe
beginning of the smoldering flame; but Babylon il lives, dthough dying. Chridians

who are faithful to their Lord shal be with him before the find phase of her destruction is
accomplished.

Now let us observe that it is by both the shaking of the heavens and the flaming fire that
the presence of Chrigt is reveded. Matthew's account of the Lord's prophecy on this point
says that when the sign of the Son of man gppearsin heaventthat is, the shaking of the
powers of the heavens, rendering them incagpable of adequately controlling the restless
masses as they had once done-then dl the tribes of the earth would mourn. Following

this, "they" see the Son of man coming in the heavens. The text indicates that the
mourning of the people commences before they see the red cause of their distress; but to
the Lord's own people, the faithful watchers, both the shaking of the symbolic heavens
and the digtress of the nations in the greatest time of trouble the world has ever known are
ggnsof his presence and of the end of the age. It isimportant thus to distinguish between
our reading of the sgns and the more complete development of them by which the eyes

of al mankind will be opened to discern that it isthe return of Chrigt, the "King of kings,
and Lord of lords' in preparing to establish his kingdom that has brought about the
destruction of the old order which men call civilization. -- Rev. 19:16

"Behold Your King!"

In this connection it iswell to understand the manner in which the people of dl nations
will "seg" the Lord. We have aready noted the scriptures which emphasize that the
resurrected Chrigt, as a persondlity, cannot be seen literaly by human eyes, that both he
and the Heavenly Father "dwell in the light which no man can gpproach unto, whom no
man hash seen, nor can see™ (1 Tim. 6:16) But just as the heavens in which the sign of
the Son of man gppears are symboalic, so dso isthe sght with which his presenceis
discerned. The use of the eye as a symbol of discernment is quite common in the
Scriptures. Speaking of the ability of his disciples to comprehend certain truths
concerning the divine plan which were hidden to others, Jesus said, "Blessed are your
eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they hear." -- Matt. 13:16

Later the Apostle Paul, describing the knowledge of the Early Church concerning the first
presence of Jesus, when he came as a man to redeem men, said, "We see Jesus, who was



meade a little lower than the angels for the suffering of deeth, crowned with glory and
honor; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man." (Heb. 2:9) The
Prophet 1saiah, writing of Chrigt and describing him asthe "Arm of the Lord," informs us
that the Arm of the Lord will be reveded "in the eyes of dl the nations, and dl the ends
of the earth shal see the sdlvation of our God." (Isa. 52:20; 53:1) Job, expressing his
confidence in the Creetor, said, "Though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in
my flesh shdl | see God" -- but the Scripturestdll us that actualy no man can see God, in
aliterd sense, and live. -- Job 19:26; Exodus 33:20

These are but samples of the many passages of Scripture in which the words see and
sght, aswell asthe eyeitsdf, are used to symbolize discernment. And it isin this sense
that every eye will eventudly see Jesus in the clouds of heaven. It means that they will
discern the fact of his presence by virtue of the Sgn in the heavens, thet is, thet the
former powers of ecclesagtical control over the masses have been broken, resulting in
world chaos.

But even 50, it iswell to remember that in our sudy of the development of the plan of
God we are not dedling with minutes or hours or days, but with years and ages. What
requires but afew words of Scripture to describe and afew secondsto read, may and
usudly doesrefer to that which takes yearsin development. So it iswith the Sign of the
Son of man which appears in the symbolic heavens. It has dready appeared, and, as
watchers, we discern it and understand its meaning. The world sees dso, and fear fills
their hearts because of it; but as yet they do not discern its red meaning; they do not see
that it means the presence of anew King of earth, a new spiritud ruling power, the
foretoken of "new heavens' which, in association with a new symbolic earth, will be the
new world of tomorrow.

L ater, as the sequence of world-changing events continues to emphasize to the people the
utter futility of al human efforts to bring order out of chaos, and peace and prosperity out
of war and garvation, in the Lord's own way they will be made to redize the true
meaning of what is occurring -- that Jesus has come, and as the Arm of Jehovah hisfirst
work isto set asde the old order of things which is based upon sdlfishness, thet the
people might the more fully redlize their need of Christ's new government. (Psalm
110:1-6) Then they will redlize that what they first thought to be adire calamity
concerning which they said, "Alas, das," was bu evidence that the King of anew world
order had come, and was taking unto himsdf his great power to reign. -- Rev. 11:17-18



CHAPTER VII - THE BRIGHTSIGNING OF HIS PRESENCE

"For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall
also the coming [presence] of the Son of man be." -- Matthew 24:27

NEVER has the presence of an earthly potentate been so glorious and dl-powerful asto
be likened properly to a brightness sufficient to enlighten the whole world -from the east
unto the west. This, however, isto be true of the presence of Jesus, for thisis hisown de-
scription of the manifestation of his presence as he explained it to his disciples when he
answered their question, "What shall be the sign of thy coming [presence], and of the end
of the world?' The fact which at once drikes us as we ponder the meaning of these words
isthat they do not, and could not, apply to the presence of a human king but can be
understood only with relation to a divine being, One who, like the Creator himsdif, is
invishble to the human eye.

The Magter's own preface to this explanation of the evidence of his second presence bears
out this conclusion; for he warned his disciples not to beieve it if anyone clamed to have
discovered him in some secret hiding place, for he would not be present in the earth in

that manner, that is, as a human. Jesus had previoudy explained that his presence (Greek,
parousia) would be asa"thief in the night,” that is, unknown to al except those who

would be watching for him; but he did not want them to understand this to mean that he
would be hidden away somewhere as a human and that his followers could discover his
whereabouts by searching for him.

The disciples had asked concerning the indications of the Master's second presence, and
in telling them of his lightninglike presence he not only gave them one of the Sgns but
explained much concerning the manner in which his presence would become known-first
to his own people, and ultimately to the whole world. What then did Jesus mean when he
sad tha his presence would be like the lightning, shining from the east to the west? Luke
answers this question when, also quoting Jesus, he says, 'For as the lightning, thet
lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so
shdl dsothe Son of manbeinhisday.” -- Luke 17:24

The meaning of these wordsis evident: Jesus presence will enlighten the world. And as
light is used in the Scriptures to symbolize knowledge-the knowledge of God and his plan
for the salvation of the people-what the Magter redly told the disciplesin symbolic
language was that his second presence on the earth would be manifested by a great
increase of knowledge that would ultimately become so al-pervading that the knowledge
of the glory of God would be caused to fill the whole earth as the waters cover the sea. --
Isa 11:9; Hab. 2:14

The objective of Chrigt's return is to establish a righteous government, or rulership, over
the earth -- the kingdom of God. All the wonderful promises of the Old Testament
concerning the Lord's kingdom are to be fulfilled through and by him. One of these
promisesis recorded by the Prophet David, and reads, "The Lord reigneth; et the earth
rgjoice; the let the multitude of the ides be glad thereof. Clouds and darkness are round
about him: righteousness and judgment are the habitation of histhrone. A fire goeth



before him, and burneth up his enemies round about. His lightnings enlightened the
world: the earth saw, and trembled. The hills melted like wax at the presence of the Lord,
at the presence of the Lord of thewhole earth." -- Psdm 97:1-5

All of the Master's prophetic utterances were based upon the prophecies of the Old
Testament, and were designed to clarify what had been written. The disciples believed
that Jesus had come to be the great King foretold by the prophets, and it is gpparent that
Jesuss, in explaining to them how the presence of this King would affect the world, had in
mind this reveding prophecy in which David Sates that the "lightnings' of the new King
would "enlighten the earth,” and that when the people would see these lightnings they
would "tremble.”

It isimportant to notice aso that while thisis a prophecy descriptive of world conditions
a thetime "the Lord reigneth,” it shows clearly that conditions the world over are not a
once tranquil and peaceful as aresult of hisregn.

"Clouds and darkness are round about him,” the prophet declares. "A fire goeth before
him, and burneth up his enemies,”" David continues. The people "tremble” at the
lightnings which reved the presence of the new King; and the "hills' mdt "like wax" &
his presence. These thoughts are very reveding, and it is most essentid to keep themin
mind if we are to understand clearly dl that isinvolved in the second coming and
thousand year presence of Chrigt. He returnsto reign. The Apostle Paul explainsthat he
mugt reign until dl enemies are put under hisfeet, "and the last enemy to be destroyed is
death." (1 Cor. 15:25-26) We are glad that the great enemy Desth isto be destroyed; but
there are other enemies as well which are to be destroyed by the reign of Chrigt, and
among these are the "kingdoms of thisworld." It isthese that are referred to by the
prophet as the "hills" which mdt like wax at the presence of the Lord.

More specific on this point is the prophecy of Psam 2. "Ask of me," Jehovah saysto his
beloved Son, "and | shdl gve thee the heathen [nations] for thine inheritance, and the
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break them with arod of iron;
thou shalt dash them to pieces like a potter's vessd." (Psalm 2:8-9) It is apparent from
this and other prophecies that the beginning of Christ's reign on earth is marked by a
world wide upheavd of "civilization™ in which the kingdoms and governments of this
world, one after another, are destroyed. Obvioudy, such a condition, as thiswould cause
the people to "tremble," and not at first understanding the red cause of the trouble, it is
very true that so far asthe world is concerned the presence of the new Kingisin "clouds
and darkness' -- that is, they do not know that the overthrow of the world is due to the
fact that anew King, even Chrigt, has taken unto himsdf his"great power, and hast
reigned.” -- Rev. 11:15, 17-18

But while "lightnings' associated with the presence of the Lord firgt of dl precipitatesa
gorm of human passions which destroys the old world order, they symbolize much more
than this. As we have seen, the Scriptures indicate clearly that the primary thought is that
of enlightenment -- indeed, it is through the enlightenment of the people that the world is
brought to an end. This prophetic enlightenment in the last days of Satan'sworld is
described by the Prophet Danid as an increase of knowledge, accompanied by much and



rapid travel over the earth -- aworldwide "running to and fro." (Dan. 12:4) And Danidl
associates this increase of knowledge with agreet "time of trouble, such as never was
gnce there was anation." (Dan. 12:1) Thusin plain language the prophet tells us of the
same sequence o f events described by the Psalmigt as the "lightnings' which enlighten
the world, causing the people to tremble and the governments to "melt.”

Jesus qudified the lightning which he said would reved his parousia, or presence, saying
that it would come out of the east and shine even unto the west. Thereis only one greet
light which regularly traverses an east to west course in its enlightenment of the earth,

and that is the sun. But the effect of the Magter's presence is not in every way like the

sun; hence Jesus did not use the Greek word which denotes sunlight. The word he did use
inthis remarkable illugtration of the manner in which his presence would be reveded is
adrape. It isthe only Greek word in the New Testament trandated lightning, but it isaso
used to describe other forms of light. It is the word which is used to describe the light of a
candle (Luke 11:36); and it is dso used with respect to the brilliance of the garments of
the angds a Jesus tomb following his resurrection. (Luke 24:4) It is properly trandated
lightning when associated with thunder, but the word is broad enough in its meaning to
denote a"brightshining” of any nature,

It was this word that Jesus used when he said his parousiawould be like a brightshining
coming out of the eadt, ultimately illuminating the whole earth. Thus far the

enlightenment has been largely dong materid and scientific lines, but in God's duetime

it will include the light of the knowledge of the glory of God; for it will be then that Jesus
will bethat "true light" which will enlighten every man that cometh into the world. The
east-to-west shining of the Magter's presence suggests the rising of the sun; and aswe are
al aware, those who are awake and watching for the dawn are the first to know that a
new day is approaching; for they alone see the gray stresks in the east, which are the
harbingers of therisng sun. It isthis blessed privilege that is now being enjoyed by the
Lord's watchmen on the walls of Zion.

As dready noted, light is used in the Scriptures as a symbol of knowledge, and the firgt to
be blessed by a knowledge of the Master's presence are his own people, his footstep
followers. The knowledge of truth pertaining to the divine plan is dso symbolized in the
Bible as"meat," and Jesus promised that when he returned he would serve his people
with "meat in due season.” (Luke 12:37; Matt. 24:45) Thisis another promise which
indicates that the Lord's own people would be the first to be enlightened by the
brightshining of his presence. This promise has been, and il is being, wonderfully
fulfilled!

The Scriptures foretold that following the degth of the gpostles there would develop a
grest faling awvay from the true faith of the Gospel and that the truth of the divine plan
would become corrupted. This occurred with respect to practically every doctrine of the
divine plan. The gpostasy developed until the nomina church actually set up a counterfeit
kingdom of Chrigt by uniting with the civil governments. Thus the hope of the red
kingdom of Chrigt and the blessings it would bring to the people was lost.

The Scriptures clearly reved that in the creation of man it was God's intention thet he live



forever on the earth and have dominion over it. Man sinned and lost the privilege of
living, being sentenced to degth. There is no truth more clearly taught in the Bible than
that "the wages of snisdeath.” (Rom. 6:23) But during the Dark Ages the term "degth”
was distorted to mean eternd torture in afiery hel, and the notion was devel oped that
Jesus came to save sinners from this terrible future abode of the wicked, and that those
who bdieve on him would be taken to heaven instead. Thus this basic truth of the Bible
was buried in the rubbish of human theories.

The Scriptures teach, on the contrary, that Jesus came to die for Adam and his entire race,
that they might have an opportunity to be restored to life on the earth. "Asin Adam dl

die, even s0in Chrig shdl dl be made dive' isthe way the Apostle Paul satesthe

matter. (I Cor. 15:22) The period in which man will be restored to life on the earth is
described by the Apostle Peter as "times of retitution of dl things, which God hath
spoken by the mouth of dl his holy prophets since the world began.” (Acts 3:19-21) This
great hope of the world is now seen by the faithful watchmen in Zion, being one of the
rays of heart-cheering light which has gladdened the hearts of those who have first
detected the brightshining of the Master's presence.

Many of the false doctrines of the Dark Ages had a semblance of scriptura support. It
was thus with the claim that believers go to heaven when they die. The Scriptures do hold
out a heavenly hope for the true followers of the Magter, but the reason they are called to
this high postion in the divine plan is not for the purpose of snatching them from eterna
torture, but thet they, as representatives of the human race, may have the privilege of
reigning with Chrigt after they have been exdted to glory in the "first resurrection” (Rev.
20:4,6) and, together with him, share in the blessing of al the families of the earth. This
great truth was made clear to the watchersin Zion as aresult of the brightshining of the
Master's presence.

It was particularly fitting that the true relationship between the heavenly cdling of the
church and the hope of restitution for the world should be made more clear & thistime,
for this"day of the Lord" in which we are living is atrandtion period which ushersin the
"times of redtitution” for the people; and it isthe will of God that the last members of the
church here on earth should proclaim this good news to the people. This has been done
world-wide, and for many years. It is peculiarly fitting that Jesus should spesk of "mest
in due season,” for the grest truth of restitution has been restored to the church in "due
season’' because the world is just entering the kingdom age when this privilege of living
on the earth forever will be extended to al mankind.

Theincrease of knowledge throughout the world in general which has come as a result of
the brightshining of the Magter's presence is dso outstanding. The knowledge which has
come to the people as awhole is more particularly dong materid lines, for it is caculated
to prepare mankind for the blessings of Chrigt's kingdom, and these blessings will be
meaterid. One has merdy to think of the marvelous scientific achievements which have
reached the world in this generation to redlize that thisisindeed atime unpardlded in dl
the annds of history.



We are gpt to forget that the enlightenment of the world today is something that has
developed suddenly in comparison with the thousands of years of the past during which
there was little or no increase of knowledge. Both with respect to the generd education of
the people and in the matter of scientific achievement the world has advanced
incomparably morein the last one hundred years than it had in nearly sx thousand years
prior thereto.

Progress was not gradud during al those centuries of the past. Not until the fifteenth
century when the printing press was invented was there very much opportunity for
progress in scientific knowledge and achievement. It isimpossible, therefore, to attribute
the blessings of our day to the growing inteligence of man, as evolutionists would like to
have us bdieve. Thereis only one reasonable explanation as to why the world should
continue in ignorance for thousands of years, and then suddenly emerge into an erain
which children of ten know more than the lords and barons of the past and in which aso,
barring the want caused by war, the average wage earner enjoys comforts of life
unknown to the wedthiest of the ancients. That explanation isthe one given usin the
Scriptures, namely, that it is due to the brightshining of Chrigt's presence, bringing about
the "increase of knowledge' which Danid said would characterize the "time of the end"
of this present evil order of things. -- Dan. 12:4

In the divine providence, and in preparation for the phenomend increase of knowledge
which wasto comein the "last days" the printing press was invented. While this sgnaed
the beginning of anew day of progress, it was not until years after. that the art of printing
became generd enough, and a sufficient volume of information was made available
through its use, to begin to change the course of the world. But findly the printed page
began to make knowledge available to everybody, and the darkness of the past could no
longer resist the increasing brilliance of the rays of knowledge which began more and
more to flood the earth.

Very sgnificantly, the first book to be produced by the newly invented printing press was
the Bible. In the early part of the nineteenth century, large Bible societies had been
formed, and the Bible, the "torch of civilization," was beginning to flood the world in
ever-increasng volume. Public schools and compul sory education became the order of
the day, made possible by the printed page. Newspapers, magazines, and public libraries
became generd.. These various mediafor the dissemination of knowledge were soon
augmented by the telegraph, telephone, radio, and now by televison. Thus, suddenly, the
world was ushered into an erain which the developments in one part of the earth were
known and published internationaly within amaiter of hours, and in many instances
within minutes.

With thisincrease of knowledge, rapid means of travel soon were developed, so that
within less than a century, when no progress had been made aong this line for thousands
of years, the peoples of dl nations began to traverse the earth by steamboat, by railroad,
and now by arplane. While our forefathers up to alittle more than a century ago traveled
no faster on the average than ten to twelve miles an hour and then not for very long
distances, it is now possible to cross continents and oceans by air a the rate of three
hundred miles an hour, and more. This article is being written, for example, while



traveling through the air a two hundred and twenty-five miles an hour on an arplane
which is now considered dow.

That which is being accomplished in the viewpoints and the outlook of the people helps
to make this prophetic increase of knowledge a marked fulfillment of the Master's
prediction concerning the brightshining of his presence. The ability and opportunity to
read; the airplane; the radio; and other scientific achievements of this marvelous day in
which we are living, would not necessarily, as such, be marked evidence of the Lord's
presence, except for their impact upon the minds of men. Through the increase of
knowledge manifested in these many ways, the whole world has been changed. We can
go even further and say that thereby the world now isfast being destroyed, for the old
concepts and traditions which held it together are rapidly being cast aside and their power
to hold mankind under control iswaning. Thisis a necessary first step in preparation for
the blessings of Chrigt's kingdom which are to follow the complete passing away of the
old order.

The civilization which is now crumbling under the impact of increasing knowledge was
caled Chrigtian; and indeed some of the mora standards and laws of the pre-1914
governments were based in part upon the ethical code of the Bible. But intermingled with
these righteous |aws were corrupting superstitions, so grossin their misrepresentation of
red Chrigtian principles that they blasphemed the true God of love. Take, for example,
that god-dishonoring doctrine of eternd torture, and its dightly more merciful

companion, purgatory. These were long held as whips over the people to make them obey
the powers that be. Through the use of these fear-indtilling superdtitions, the people-
particularly in Europe-were exploited and robbed, while kept in abject subjection to a
corrupt ruling clergy class which used the arm of the state to enforce the unjust demands
of an apogtate church.

But with the increase of knowledge these shackles of fear and superdtition are gradudly
being broken. Indeed, in most parts of Europe, where the people suffered worst because
of them, they have dmost completdy lost their hold upon the masses. True, in turning
away from the evils of corrupt teachings and practices the good is discarded aswell, and
the world isfast becoming atheistic. Mora and rdligious restraints of dl kinds are on the
wane, and where the masses are not kept under rigid subjection by dictatorship, the world
is fast reaching the point where every man is alaw unto himsdf.

But thisis merdly thefirs, the immediate result of the increase of knowledge-the
brightshining of the Master's presence. And it is an essentia result; for in order that the
minds of the people may be prepared to understand, worship, and serve the true God, they
must lose dl confidence in and respect for the fase gods which they have been

worshiping. While it is true that some of the mord laws of professed Chridtianity have

been in harmony with the Bible, the teachings of the nomind church have, on the whole,
been so digtorted, and so corrupted by the traditions of men, that they have not reveded
to the masses the true God of the Scriptures. Therefore, in turning away from the gods of
the creeds in unbdlief, the people are not rgjecting the true God, for in redlity they have
never known him.



So it isthat the prophetic increase of knowledge, by destroying men'sfaith in the
superdtitions of the pagt, is likewise bresking down their confidence in the indtitutions

and governments built upon those superdtitions, even inciting the people in many

ingances to clamor for their overthrow. Thus in this very understandable manner the
brightshining of the Magter's presence is bringing about the collgpse of the old world in
preparation for the establishment of the new, that is, God's world of tomorrow. Just asthe
rays of the risng sun begting upon the damp, cold earth, often produce a dense fog which
darkensthe valeys whereit rises, so the rays of light from the Magter's presence-the
foretold increase of knowledge-in penetrating into the marshes of superdtition and the
quagmires of error are producing a"time of trouble such as never was since therewas a
nation."

One of the prophecies which cdls attention to the destroying power of knowledge when it
exposes the superdtitions of the padt, isthat of 2 Thessaonians 2:8, in which Paul

explains the manner in which the great Antichrist is destroyed as a result of the second
presence of Chrigt. To gppreciate the full force of this prophecy, however, it iswell to
take into consderation the circumstances under which it was written. In Paul'sfirst |etter
to the Thessalonian church he explains that the day of the Lord, that is, the day of Chrigt's
second presence, would come upon the world as a"thief in the night.” He assures the
brethren, however, that that day would not come upon them as athief. -- 1 Thess. 5:1-5

In setting forth this very important truth pertaining to the Master's second advent, Paul
was merdy reteraing what Jesus himself had dready taught his disciples when he
answered their questions, "What shdl be the sign of thy presence, and of the end of the
age?' To them Jesus said, "Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth
come." (Matt. 24:42) Obvioudy the injunction to "watch" carrieswith it the implication,
yea, the promise, that those who were faithful in watching the prophecies and their
fulfillment would know of the Master's presence, while those who did not watch would
be in ignorance of it. So Paul explains, "But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that
day should overtake you as athief." Paul explains dso in this prophecy that one of the
evidences that the day of the Lord had dawned would be the manner in which the
destruction would come upon the old world order-"as travail upon awoman with child,”

that is, in gpasms.

Having made it so positive that the brethren would know of Chrigt's thief-like presence
while the world would ill bein darkness concerning it, some of the brethren at
Thessalonica concluded, and began to teach, that Christ had already returned. It was
partly to correct this erroneous interpretation which had been placed upon hisfirst epistie
that Paul wrote his second letter to this church. And it isin answer to the dlam of some
that Chrigt had returned that the apostle makes the very reveding statement concerning
the destruction of Antichrist, to which we have aluded.

He does not refute the understanding of the brethren concerning the manner of Chrigt's
second presence, that he would be present unseen by natural eyes, and without the world
in generd having any knowledge of it. He himsdf taught this, even as Jesus and the other
aposties did. But what he does explain is that before Christ would return there would
come agrest falling away from the true faith of the Gospd, that an gpostasy would occur,



meaking possible the development of a powerful Antichrist system which he describes as
the "man of Sn." Then he explains that when Chrigt's presence did become aredlity a the
end of the age, its manifestation would destroy the Antichrist. We quote, "And then shdl
that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shal consume with the Spirit of his mouth, and
shdl destroy with the brightness of his coming [Greek, parousia, meaning presence].” -- 2
Thess. 2.8

Notice that firgt the gpostle gpeaks of a consuming work which would be done by the
"Spirit of hismouth." The"Spirit" of the Lord's mouth is the Word of God, and it wasthe
printing press flooding the world with Biblesin preparation for the brightshining of the
Magter's presence that began to weaken the strangle hold this wicked church-state system
of Europe-the counterfeit kingdom of Chrigt-had upon the nations of the Old World. But
following this consuming, or undermining of prestige, was to come, as Paul explains, the
destruction of this system by the brightness of his presence.”

Thered Antichrist system, whose destruction is thus foretold, is not merely afdse
church, but rather the union of afadse church with civil governments. The claim was that
this union condtituted Chrigt's kingdom on earth. Fragments of the two principa eements
of thisunholy dliance till exig, but the sysem made up of the union of thetwo isto dl
practical purposes dready destroyed. The very ideaof church-state union as aform of
government actudly to rule nationsis today scorned by al the politicians and statesmen
of the world who hope to be given a hearing by the enlightened public. True, anomina
church-gtate government il existsin Greet Britain, but it isnot the red ruler of the
British people, and has not been for many years.

The destruction of the church-gtate ideology as aform of government was accomplished
by the increase of knowledge. It could not stand up before the light of the new day. True,
the Roman Church il lives, and is making every possible effort to assart itsinfluencein
the palitica affairs of the nations, particularly in the United States, but any gains she may
make are doomed to be but temporary, for a public enlightened by the increasing
knowledge foretold in the prophecies will not long submit to thrests of being re-endaved
by a system which ruined Europe, and from which the Founding Fathers of Americafled
inther search for liberty and peace.

We are not here arguing that the motives which have induced the destroying attacks upon
acivilization built upon the ideology of Rome have dways been righteous. In most
ingtances those who would replace this rulership with another have nothing to offer thet is
very much better. The point we are making is that knowledge, or enlightenment,
concerning the evils of Christendom has prepared the way for sdlfish men to destroy the
system. Human wisdom is quite unable to find a solution for the problems of the world
which dready have been precipitated by this uprising of the people againgt the evil
exploitations of the past. Only Chrigt's kingdom can do that. But meanwhile, theway is
being prepared for that kingdom by the knowledge which has come to the world because
Chrigt has returned.

The prophecies of the Bible, particularly those pertaining to the return of Christ to be the
King of earth, are replete with meaningful symbols. A very reveding example of thisis



the Apostle Paul's prophecy of the second advent of Christ, in which he says, "For the
Lord himsdf shal descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangd,

and with the trump of God." (1 Thess. 4:16) All three of the terms used in this prophecy--
the "shout,” the "voice," and the "trumpet--are symbolic of that which is brought about

in the earth as aresult of the foretold "increase of knowledge," and are quite in kegping
with the generd teaching of the Scriptures that the Magter actudly returns and is present
in the earth for aperiod as"athief in the night.”

Certainly athief does not literally shout as he enters a home, nor does he speak with a
booming voice, nor blow atrumpet, as many have erroneoudy supposed Jesus would do
when coming down out of the sky in the form of ahuman being in full view of dl the
people of the earth. But when we consider these statements from a symbolic standpoint
dl isclear. The Greek word trandated "shout,” carries the thought of incitement or
encouragement to action, a command. Undoubtedly the reference isto the incitement or
encouragement of the people throughout the world to assert their rights as human beings,
to rise up in rebelion againg the tyrannies of the past which held them as davesto
overlords, and robbed them of their just share of earth's bounties.

This has been one of the results of the prophetic increase of knowledge, the brightshining
of the Madter's presence. The shout is today going up from millions of individuas within
nations, as well as by downtrodden nations which in the past have been exploited by
powerful empires. The demands of labor, and the cries of Socidids, resulting in laws
favorable to the cause of the former "have nots' of human society, are but reverberations
of the prophetic "shout" which was to accompany our Lord's return.

The concessions being obtained from earthly governments as a result of this shout will
not satisfy the demands of the awakened masses of earth-only Christ's kingdom will do
that-but in al that is happening dong thislineisto be seen the preparation for kingdom
blessings, and the foregleams of hope which have been engendered by the increasing
light of the new day.

Smdl nations, too, which formerly have been outwardly content to contribute their
resources to enrich an empire while they suffered poverty are demanding the privilege of
afree existence in order that they might control their own resources. The obtaining of
ther liberty will not result in the blessngs they hope for, but the "shout" is being heard;
and in due time Chrigt, the new King of earth, will bless them with peace and security, for
the promise is thet "the desire of dl nations shal come” -- Hagga 2.7

The "voice of the archangd" symbolizes from another sandpoint whet is being
accomplished by the brightshining now coming out of the east and shining even unto the
west. Thereis only one Archangd referred to in the Bible and his namein Michadl. (Jude
9) Thisisdso the name given to Jesus in connection with his pogtion among the nations
during the early phases of his second presence in the earth. A prophecy concerning thisis
that of Danid 12:1, which declares that at that time Michadl would "stand up,” and that
the result would be a"time of trouble such as never was since there was a nation.”



Thetitle "Michadl," means one who spegks for, or represents God. So his stlanding up
would indicate the exercise of divine authority, and the fact that atime of trouble follows
shows that it is exercised for the overthrow of humanly congtituted rulership in the earth.
Revelation 11:15 dso tells of atime when the kingdom, or rulership of the earth, is
transferred to "our Lord and to his Christ." Verse 18 of this chapter explainsthat asa
result of this the nations become angry; dso that it is the time of God's wrath upon them.
Asamatter of fact, this verse continues and gives us a thumbnail sketch of the entire
thousand-year reign of Chrigt, and the blessings which will result therefrom to the
peoples of earth. But firdst the angry nations must be "broken to pieces as a potter's
vesd." -- Rev. 2:.27

The prophecies associate the term "voice" with this overthrow of the nations and
kingdoms of this world. Concerning this, Psalm 46:6 reads, "The heathen [nations] raged,
the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted.” Following this
declaration concerning the overthrow of earth's governments the prophet declares,
"Come, behold the works of the Lord, what desolations he hath made in the earth.”
(Psam 46:8) These "desolations," however, are designed to prepare the way for the
blessngs of Chrigt's kingdom, for the next two verses read, "He maketh wars to cease
unto the ends of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he
burneth the chariot in the fire

Terrible things, therefore-yet preparing the way for Chrigt's kingdomresult from the
"voice of the Lord," the "voice of the archangd.” This, of course, isnot aliterd voice,
nor are the forces which destroy the kingdoms of this world miraculous upheavas of
nature. The prophecies generdly indicate that this work will be done by the nations
themselvesin agreat and find struggle to gain world supremacy. We are told that the
Lord will turn every man his sword againgt his brother, that "netion shall rise againgt
nation, and kingdom againg kingdom." -- Matt. 24.7

Another prophecy portrays the Lord as commanding a greet "army" before which the
"earth shdl quake," and the "heavens shdl tremble.” The prophet states that this occursin
the "day of the Lord," when he executeth hisword-that is, when the words of the
prophecies concerning the overthrow of the kingdoms of this world and the establishment
of Chrig's kingdom are being fulfilled. "The Lord shdl utter his voice before his army:

for hiscamp isvery great,” declares the prophet. -- Jod 2:1-11

Turning from symbolism to redlity, it is not difficult to see the fulfilment of this prophecy

in the wild clamor of the peoples and nations of the earth, asthey relentlesdy pressfor
ther rights to the point that civilization itsdlf is being destroyed. The great army of the
Lord probably embraces dl the discontented of the earth who have been stirred up by the
increase of knowledge to start on the march for freedom. Both the "heavens’ and the
"earth" crumble before them; that is, both the religious and civil phases of the pre-1914
world are being destroyed, for such isthe great power of the "voice of the archangd.”

Paul describes another manifestation of the Lord's return as the "trump of God.” The
trump, or trumpet, is used much in the prophecies to symbolize the proclamation of a
message, the sounding forth of information concerning impending and developing events.



One of the mogt interesting uses of the trumpet in Old Testament times was for
announcing the incoming year of jubilee. The law arrangements made by God for the
nation of Isradl called for are-distribution of wedlth, property, etc., every fiftieth year.
Thejubilee year was therefore the time for the restoration of dl rights which, throughout
the preceding years had been forfeited as aresult of unfortunate circumstances or unwise
planning on the part of the individuas concerned.

The Apogtle Paul informs us that God's dedlings with Isradl under the Law were"a
shadow of good thingsto come," and in this jubilee arrangement it is gpparent that God
wasillugrating- his purpose to restore the human race to its lost home and to its,
dominion over the earth which had been forfeited because of sn when our firg parents
transgressed the divine law in Eden. (Heb. 10:1) "Redtitution™ isthe word used by Peter
to describe this great restoration project, and he tells us that it had been foretold by the
mouth of dl the holy prophets snce the world began. He dso explains that this glorious
work of restoration follows, and will be as aresult of, the second coming of Chrigt to be
the new King of earth. -- Acts 3:19-21

How appropriateit is, therefore, that one of the symbols used by Paul to describe the
effects of Chrigt's second presence should be the "trump of God.” In the Book of
Reveation we are told of seven trumpets. The sounding of six of these is associated with
eventsin the world and among the people of God prior to the time when Christ takes unto
himsdlf his great power to reign; but the sounding of this seventh symbolic trumpet hasto
do directly with the establishment of Christ's kingdom, its proclamation being, "The
kingdoms of thisworld are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chris." -- Rev.
11:15

Jesus firgt vidt to the earth was for the purpose of redeeming Adam and the human race
through him, and he returns as the great Emancipator, or Restorer, of mankind. It is
appropriate, therefore, and even essentia, that the world be awakened to a redlization of
the provisons for restoration which have been made, so the prophetic "increase of
knowledge," the brightshining of the Master's presence, is gradually accomplishing this.

It isthisthat is symbolized in the prophecies by the trumpet.

For many years past, a definite message of this nature has been proclaimed throughout

the civilized world. By millions of books, pamphlets, sermons in thousands of

newspapers, motion pictures, and the radio, the people have been told that the kingdom of
Chrigt is & the door, and that this kingdom will result in the restoration of the human race
toitslost dominion and to everlagting life on the earth. Churchianity has scorned this
message, while continuing to co-operate with the kingdoms of this world to establish an
era of peace and righteousness through human efforts. Neverthdess, the "trumpet” has
been sounding.

In dill another way, and even more effective in creating action among the people, has
been the world-wide campaign for "liberty,” which in these "last days' has aroused dl the
nations of the earth to clamor for their real and fancied rights, particularly dong

economic and poalitica lines. Until aknowledge of God, and of hisloving provisons for
the people, is effectively made known to them through the reign of Christ, adesire for



freedom and an equal share of earth's bounties are dl that can be expected of an
unbelieving world.

But this knowledge, and the universal dlamoring for rights resulting therefrom, is
accomplishing the divinely intended purpose-it is bringing about the overthrow of a
world order; that is, this "present evil world" over which Satan is the prince. (Gd. 1:4)
And this, in redlity, isthe picture suggested to us by that which obvioudy must have
occurred back in the days of ancient Israel when the jubilee trumpet began to blow,
announcing that the time had come for a re-didtribution of the nation's wedlth and the
etting free of these who had sold themselves as davesto their fellows. Great indeed
must have been the turmail in Isragl on such occasions. Those who had acquired the
lion's share of the wedlth and economic advantages of the nation would at first resent the
suggestion of relaxing their hold upon them, while the "have nots' would agitate for the
recovery of that which they had lost. Such would be thefirs effect of the blowing of the
Jubilee trumpet.

It isthisthat is now occurring on aworld-wide scale, and the cause for it has been the
knowledge that has come to the people as aresult of the presence of earth's new King.
Because of this enlightenment the have nots of the world are no longer willing to be the
mere servants of the overprivileged. Thisistrue of both individuds and the smaller
nations, with the result that unrest, revolution, agitation, and war are the order of the day.

Viewed merdy from its current agpects, this turmoil of peoples and nations means

nothing but trouble. Indeed, the prophet described it to be a"time of trouble such as never
was since therewas anation.” (Dan. 12:1) Buit it is a necessary prerequisite to the
blessangs of the kingdom which are to follow; for Chrigt, the new King of earth, will not
use the present humanly congtituted and imperfect governments and ingtitutions as
channels of the blessings of life and happiness which he will dispense, hence these must

be set asde to make way for the establishment of his kingdom which will take their

place.

The jubileeillugration of God's purpose to restore mankind to hislost inheritanceis al-
comprehensve, including what the Scriptures describe as the resurrection of the dead.
The miracle of Jesus resurrection from degth is an assurance that divine power is capable
of raising dl the dead in order to make the promises of God come true. (Acts 17:31) The
firgt to be awakened from the deep of deeth are those who, through faithfulnessin
following the Magter's example of sacrifice in the service of God and on behdlf of others,
qudify to live and reign with him in the spiritud, or invisble phase of hismillennid
kingdom. The awakening of these and their exaltation to glory, honor, and immortdity is
described in the Scriptures asthe "first resurrection.” -- Rev. 20:4

Paul, in his prophecy of our Lord's return, associates the firgt resurrection with the "trump
of God." (1 Thess. 4:16-17) And he refersto thisagain in 1 Corinthians 15:51-53, where
he speaks of the trump of God asthe "last trump.” It isthe "last” of the seven symboalic
trumpets referred to in Revelation, and the Apostle John aso indicates that within the
period of the sounding of this trumpet the dead will be raised. In fact, John summarizes
the work of the entire thousand years of Chrigt's reign, beginning with the turmoail



resulting from the early sounding of the seventh trumpet, which he describes asthe
nations being angry. We quote: "And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and
the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that this shouldest give reward unto
thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, smal and grest;
and shouldest destroy them that destroy the earth.” -- Rev. 11:18

The resurrection of Christ's true followers during the early sounding of the seventh, or
jubilee trumpet, is merdy preliminary to the resurrection of al who have died; for, asthe
Scriptures declare, there isto be a"resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjugt.”
(Acts 24:15) The Apostle Paul declaresthat it isthe will of God thet dl shdl be saved
(thet is, from desth) and given aknowledge of the truth concerning the loving provison
made for them through the redemptive work of Chrigt. 1 Tim. 2:4-6

Thiswill be accomplished during the thousand years of Christ's reign. The true church,
the footstep followers of the Master, will have been raised from the dead and exalted to
association with Jesus in the spiritud phase of that kingdom, having proved worthy of the
"heavenly cdling" to which they were invited (Heb. 3:1) ; but the human race asawhole
will be restored to life upon the earth as human beings. Through their obedience to the
knowledge then imparted to them, they will be restored to perfection of mind and body
and enabled to live forever.

Thus the brightshining of the Master's presence will continue, and increase throughout
the entire millennid age, dispdling every vestige of superdtition concerning the false
gods of the creeds and of the hesthen, and enlightening al concerning the true God of
love. Then will be fulfilled the satement that Chrigt isthat "true light, which lighteth
every man tha cometh into the world." (John 1:9) The enlightenment itsdlf will not
guarantee everlagting life; for only those who accept the light, and order their livesin
keeping therewith, will live forever-"Whosoever bdieveth in him should not perish, but
have everladting life"" -- John 3:16

Thét life, for al except those who participate in the spiritua phase of the kingdom, will
be on the earth; for Snce it was a human life that Adam forfeited, it will be human life
that will be restored to him and to his children. Thisiswhy the Apostle Peter so
appropriately referred to the blessings of life which will be given to the people during the
Millennium as"RESTITUTION." -- Acts 3:19-21

Peter emphasizes that the blessings of redtitution will only be for those who "hear” and
obey. "It shal cometo pass,” he says, "that every soul, which will not hear that Prophet,
shall be destroyed from among the people.” (Acts 3:23) But the encouraging thing to
know isthat al will be enlightened by the brightshining of the Magter's presence, and
thus given the opportunity intelligently to obey, and through obedience, to live. In
gpeaking of that glorious time when divine favor will thus be manifested to mankind, the
Apostle Paul declares, "Then shdl be brought to pass the saying that is written, Degth is
swalowed up in victory. O death, where isthy sing? O grave, whereisthy victory?' -- 1
Cor. 15:54, 55






CHAPTER VIII - WITH A MIGHTY HAND

""As I live saith the Lord, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm,
and with fury poured out, will I rule over you. And I will bring you out. .. of the
countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out

arm, and with fury poured out." - Ezekiel 20:33, 34

WHEN we think of the Lord's rulership over a people we usualy conjure up before our
minds visons of peace and tranquility; but in this prophecy of Ezekid we aretold of a
time when he would rule "with fury poured out." The time referred to is when the naturd
descendants of Abraham were being gathered from the nations whither they had been
scattered, and returned to their own land, the land of Palestine.

If this prophecy is being fulfilled, we have an irrefutable proof that the authority of the
Lord's kingdom is dready operdive in the affairs of men, and particularly in his
providences over his ancient people. This, in turn, would mean that the presence of the
"King of kings' is an established fact, for it should be noted that the gathering of the
|sradlites from the countries wherein they have been scattered is clearly stated to be
accomplished by the rulership of the Lord, arulership which is said to be "with fury
poured out."

Isit, then, the "due time" for the restoration of Isragl to the Land of Promise, and if S0, is
there any evidence that God's purposes for them in this respect are being fulfilled? One of
the prophetic time measurements bearing on this aspect of the divine plan isreferred to
by Jesusin his great prophecy concerning the end of the age. He said, "Jerusdem shdl be
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the time of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24)
Theterm "Jerusdem” is here used by Jesus in the same sense that we today speak of
"Moscow," or "London," or "Washington,” that is, as representative of the nation. The
|sraelites were the principa inhabitants of the city of Jerusdlem and indeed of al Judea
when this prophecy was given, so the expression "trodden down" evidently has reference
to the fact that they were not then afree people. At that time they were permitted to dwell
in Jerusdlem and in Judea, but as a subject people to the Romans. They did not have
governmenta control of the land.

All of the Magter's teachings were based upon the Old Testament, hence his reference to
the "times of the Gentiles' indicates that somewhere in the Old Testament these "times’

are referred to, and there is every reason to believe that a prophecy recorded in the 26th
chapter of Leviticusisthe one he had in mind. In this chapter we find mentioned certain
punishments which would surely come upon the Isradlites in the event of their
disobedience to God's law, and then a reference to "seven times more"’ of chastisement as
aresult of the former if they did not hearken unto and obey the Lord. This"seven times'

of additiond punishment is mentioned four times-Leviticus 26:18, 21, 24, 28. The
Hebrew word here trandated "seven” is shibah, which according to Dr. Strong means
"adverbidly saven times”



The punishments mentioned . as coming upon Isradl prior to the "seven times' are
evidently referencesto their periods of captivity to the Assyrians, Moabites, Midianites,
Philigtines, and others. While these were not particularly long in duration, they extended
over more than seven litera years, so we must conclude that the shibah (seven times)
which were to be visited upon the rebellious nation as additiond punishment are intended
by the Lord to be figured as symbolic times of 360 years each, making atotal of 2,520
years. In figuring prophetic time the Scriptures give us the divine measuring rod of one
day sgnifying an entire year. The Jewish year, or "time," was 360 days. Figured on the
basis of ayear for aday, thiswould be 360 years, and seven such times would therefore
be, aswe have said, 2,520 years.

In a previous chapter we saw that |srael as anation lost national independence and
sovereignty over the land of Judeain the year 606 B.C. This was when their last king was
overthrown and the people were taken into captivity in Babylon. To know when the
"times of the Gentiles' were due to end, we need only to find out where 2,520 years from
606 B.C. would terminate. The year 1914 is that date!

Do the facts of history, together with current events, bear out the conclusion that the year
1914 was indeed such an important date in the outworking of the divine plan? It is
obviousthat at the end of the "times of the Gentiles' we should see astir ring among the
Jewish people looking toward their re-establishment as a nation, and this we most
certainly do find. Even previousto that, and as though the Lord was awakening them to
the importance of the hour, Zionism was born, athough prior to 1914 it made little
progress in the way of re-establishing the Isradlites in the Promised Land. Indeed, for the
most part, the Jews themselves turned a deaf ear to Zionism and the idea of returning to
Pdegtine. But how different have been developments since 1914!

It was the first World War, which began in 1914, that gave Zionism itsreal opportunity,
for by that war the Holy Land was freed from the controlling hand of the Turks. Then the
League of Nations sponsored the cause of the Jewish homeand. Through a mandate
implementing the Balfour Declaration concerning the right of the Isradlites to the Land of
Pdegting, and their right 17 become an independent nation in that land, the Gentile
nations for the firgt time since 606 B.C. ceased, officidly, to tread down that people by
denying them the right to an independent nationa existence.

True, nothing was done by the League of Nations to enforce that mandate, and the
gtuation drifted dong for thirty years before the United Nations tried to make it possble
for the hope of Israel to cometrue. To be sure, it isafar cry from that first officid act of
the League of Nations acknowledging the right of the Jewish nation to its independence,
to the actud and full re-establishment of the nation in the land which God gave to their
fathers, but it was aturning point in his dedlings with them, and a turning point so
definitdly marked that there is no escgping the conclusion that the "times of the Gentiles'
did then run out. In fact, long years before 1914, the birth of the Zionist movement
marked the first beginnings of the return of divine favor to the Isradlites.

Some may argue that the "times of the Gentiles' could not have ended in 1914 for the
reason that the Jews have been more hitterly persecuted since that date than ever before.



But this view fdlsto take into consderation another group of prophecies which indicate
that the end of their national bondage to Gentile nations, and the time for their return to
Paestine, would be marked by great distress. The propheciestell usthat these find
persecutions would come upon them to "cause" them to return to their own land, and
would be peculiar to the time when the Lord would "bring again” their captivity. --
Jeremiah 30:3, 11

The Prophet Jeremiah d <o tells usthat the Lord would send "fishers' and "hunters'
among his people to cause them to return to the Promised Land. (Jer. 16:14-18) From
these propheciesit is clear that the turning point of time from nationd captivity to
nationd freedom from the Gentile yoke would not at once make an end of dl trouble for
the Jews.

The argument might be raised by some that if this were God's due time for Isradl to return
to the Promised Land then they would be permitted to enter into the land without
restrictions. However, Jod 3:1-2, revedsthat the time for the return of 1sradl’s captivity
would be marked by awarlike gathering of Gentile nations, and that it would be
necessary for the Lord to plead with these nations concerning his people and concerning
the land which he promised to them. The events of recent years are in dear fulfillment of
this prophecy, hence they furnish additional evidence of the trangtiona period through
which we are passng-that it is God's due time to "bring again” the captivity of his ancient
people.

One of the mogt Sgnificant of the prophecies bearing on this matter isthat of Ezekid
20:32-38. The text at the head of this chapter isapart of this prophecy. It tdls usthat the
Lord would rule over his people in fury in order to gather them from the countriesin

which they were domiciled, and return them to their own land. The 32nd verse indicates
why this furious rulership over them would be necessary. It reads, "And that which

cometh into your mind shal not be a dl, that ye say, We will be asthe nations, as the
families of the countries, to serve wood and stone." Here the desire of the Jews to become
assmilated by the nations in which they dwelt is described. This was the attitude of the
vast mgority of dl Jews, particularly in Europe, prior to 1914, and, in fact, until under

the terrorigtic rule of the Nazis, they began to be uprooted and made outcasts.

The Lord prophesied, "That which cometh into your mind shall not be a al" -- thet is, "E
will not permit you to become as the nations in which you are dwdling,” for "as 1 live, . .
.. surely with a, mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out,
will 1 rule over you..... And 1 will bring you into the wilderness of the people, and there
will 1 plead with you face to face." (Verse 35) What atrue description thisis of the plight
of the Jews while the controversy rages over the possession of Paestine!

All Europe isa"wilderness of the people,” and more than any others, the Jews are
homeless and wandering in that wilderness. They have been uprooted from their homes,
and the greatest urge of their beingsis to go to Paestine, but they are left in the
wilderness, even as was the case when their forefathers were brought out of Egypt, and
for the same reason. Verse 34 gates that they would be brought forth out of the countries



where they were domiciled, but would not be permitted to enter their own land, and the
reason given isthat the "rebels' might be purged from among them.

Today the Jews are on their wilderness journey, but God's rulership over them does not
date from the time they are safely established in the Promised Land, rather, it began,
according to the prophecy; when he stretched out his arm to gather them from the nations
wherein they were scattered. The "arm” of the Lord isKing Jesus. Isaiah 52:10 reads,
"The Lord hath made bare hisholy arm in the eyes of dl the nations; and dl the ends of
the earth shall see the salvation of our God." Jehovah's"arm” is not yet made "bare’ so
that dl the nations recognize the sgnificance of whet is taking place with respect to the
Jews, but the watchersin Zion can see him; they can see in the developments pertaining
to the Isradlites and Paetine satisfying evidence that the rulership of the King of glory
has even now commenced.

The find scene of this greet deliverance of Isragl will not be until the close of
Armageddon. Prophecies concerning this are recorded in Ezekid 38 and 39, and dso
Zechariah 14:2, 3, 16-21. Ezekid's prophecy tells of powerful armies coming againgt
Jerusdem, armies which cover the land like a™cloud,” and that the Lord will destroy
these. Asaresult of thissignd victory over the enemies of Isradl, the eyes of the nations
will be opened to behold the Lord's glory. Then the"arm” of the Lord will be reveded to
them. According to Revelation 1.7, "every eye' shdl see himin the"clouds,” that is, they
will see him as he victorioudy overcomes the enemies of Isragl which then will cover the
landlikea"cloud." -- Ezekiel 38:15, 16, 18, 21-23

Jehovah ruled over ancient Isradl through Saul, David, Solomon and others, Zedekiah
being the last. When Zedekiah was overthrown the Lord's prophet declared, "Remove the
diadem, and take off the crown. . . .. It shall be no more, until he come whoseright it is,
and 1 will giveit him." The One"whoseright it is" is King Jesus. Now that God is ruling
over lgad again, it meansthat his rightful representative, his"arm,” has come. One of

the titles given to King Jesus in order to call attention to this relationship to the Crestor is
that of Michael, meaning "who islike God," or one who rules as God.

In Danid 12:1 thistitle is used, and here we are told that when "Michad™ stands up to
rulethereisa"time of trouble, such as never was since there was anaion.” This
harmonizes with the satement that the Lord rulesin his"fury.” It iswell & this point to
note that this reign of fury is not merely for the purpose of getting Israd back into the
Promised Land in readiness for the blessings of the new kingdom, but aso for the
destruction of the Gentile nations, those nations which were permitted to hold sway in the
earth during the long period of the Gentile Times.

Jugt asthe end of the "times of the Gentiles' in 1914 marked the beginning of outstanding
events pertaining to Israel, so it did aso with respect to the Gentile nations, particularly
the nations of Europe-the old Roman world. Aswe have dready seen, the "times of the
Gentiles' were to continue "until he come whoseright it is” During this "until” period

God has had no kingdom in the earth, but beginning with the overthrow of Israd's last
king, he did give a certain authorization to Gentile nations to rule during the interim

period.



This arrangement was outlined to Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, to whom the
Prophet Danid said, "Wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and
the fowls of the heaven hath he [God] given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler
over them dl." (Dan. 2:38) Daniel did not say that God would rule over men through
Nebuchadnezzar, hence this heathen king did not gt on the throne of the Lord as did the
kings of Israd and Judah. Gentile dominion has not, therefore, been a divindy sponsored
and directed rule, but merdy adivingly permitted one. It has been a human rulership
based smply and whoally upon the wisdom of falen and sdfish men.

The symbol of this rulership was the humanlike image which Nebuchadnezzar saw in a
dream, an image of whose head of gold, according to the prophet, represented the
rulership of Babylon. (Dan. 2:38) Thisimage aso pictured Babylon's successors --
Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. What was said of Babylon became true of each of these
initsturn; namely, that the God of heaven gave them their kingdom. It wasin the days of
Rome when the Apostle Paul wrote, "The powers that be are ordained [margin, ordered;
Diaglott, "arranged under"] of God." (Rom. 13:1) Israd! lost her freedom and became a
vassd nation to Babylon, and this servitude continued under Medo-Persia, Greece, and
Rome. No independence for Isragl could be expected until he came "whoseright it is."

It isimportant to note that Daniel's interpretation of the Gentile image prophecy limitsits
gpplication to the four empires mentioned above. It includes other nations only in so far
as they have come under the influence of these four. The Roman phase of the "times of
the Gentiles' was represented by the legs of iron, and in its closing days, by the feet and
toes of theimage. Thus the symbolism runs true to form, for Rome was not succeeded by
another empire, as were the firgt three, but was divided into the severd states of Europe.
These continued to exist and to be governed by hereditary ruling houses which claimed
divine authority, until they were overthrown as aresult of the firs World War.

The prophecy tdls of a"stone" which was cut out of the mountain "without hands" and
that the amiting of the feet of the image by this Soneiswhat would causeit to fal. We
guote, "Then wasthe iron, the clay, the brass, the slver, and the gold, broken to pieces
together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors, and the wind carried
them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became
agreat mountain, and filled the whole earth.” -- Dan. 2:35

It isimportant to notice in this prophecy that that which is represented by the gold, Silver,
brass, and iron is said to be broken to pieces "together.” Each of the firgt three empires
involved in thisimage picture fell as aworld power when succeeded by the other, but
there was something common to them al which wasto fal "together." What wasit? The
answer isfound in verse 38, where the prophet says, "And wheresoever the children of
men dwell, the beests of the field and the fowls of heaven hath he [God] given into thine
hand, and hath made thee ruler over them dl. Thou art this head of gold." Here, then, is
the one thing which was common to them dl -- God had given them dominion.

Babylon asanation existed prior to the time when this image picture began to goply, but
it was not the head of gold until God authorized its dominion. The sameistrue of the



nations represented by the silver, the brass, and theiron of the image. What theimage
redlly represented, then, was adivine lease of power or "dominion,” and it was thisthat
came to an end "together” a the termination of the times of the Gentiles. While the
governments of the particular nations represented in this image picture have nearly dl

been overthrown in arevolutionary phase of world destruction since 1914, the faling of
the image does not represent the destruction of the nations so much as it does the fact that
from 1914 onward they no longer rule under the "times of the Gentiles' authorization, but
have entered a period of overthrow and disintegration, which will continue until the last
vestige of Gentile authority in the earth is destroyed.

In the prophecy of Danid 7:12, the same four Gentile empires are depicted as beasts, and
concerning the first three we reed, "They had their dominion taken away; yet their lives
were prolonged for a season and time." This proves that the withdrawa of the right to
rule does not necessarily imply the immediate destruction of nations which formerly held
that right. The God-given dominion exercised by Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece was
"taken away" from each in turn as it was passed on to the other. Findly Rome became the
successor to this dominion. But when the time came for Rome to rdinquish it, it meant
aso that the due time had come for the rightful King of earth to take over, hence it was
not only to be taken away from Rome, but it was to cease dtogether, and the divided
empire through which it functioned was to be destroyed.

And how trueit isthat snce 1914 the Gentile nations have continued to disintegrate.
Noting that Nebuchadnezzar's image depicting Gentile rulership represented particularly
that the "God of heaven" had "given" these Gentile powers adominion, it is most
sgnificant to redize that the "divine right of kings' viewpoint has dmost completely
disgppeared as an active governmenta philosophy among the nations. As we have seen,
the Gentile governments of the divided Roman Empire which held to thisideology have
themsdlves nearly al been destroyed, and in their places-put there either by force of arms,
or by the vote of the people--are various forms of communigtic and socidigtic
governments. Church-gate rulership has gone; the divine right of hereditary ruling houses
is past, and sooner or later the presently congtituted authorities of earth will come to grips
in another struggle which will leave the whole earth a shambles and the peoplein

anarchy.

Thus seen, whether we look at the experiences of the Jews since 1914 and the furious
rulership of the Lord by which they are being moved irresigtibly toward Paestine; or
whether we view the undeniable changes occurring in Gentile rulership Snce that time,
we cannot question the proof that the "times of the Gentiles' have ended. Thereisno
escaping the truth established by these two lines of evidence.

True, kingdom blessings of peace and joy and life are not yet reaching the people, but it
iswell to remember that according to the prophecies the first work of earth's new King is
to set asde the "kingdoms of thisworld." In Danid's prophecy (2:34, 35), the new
kingdom, represented by the stone cut out of the mountain without hands, first smites and
destroystheimage. It is"in the days of these kings," not after they have been destroyed,
that the divine kingdom is set up. It is not until after thisthat it becomes a grest mountain
that fills the whole earth. (Dan. 2:44) We are now in the smiting period.



One of the scripturd expressions used to describe the beginning of the reign of earth's
new King isfound in Revelaion 11:17, which reads, "Thou hast taken to thee thy great
power, and hast reigned.” And then the next verse revedsthe firg effect of thistransfer
of world sovereignty from the kingdoms of thisworld to Chrigt "And the nations were
angry, and thy wrath iscome." In the divine strategy of overthrowing the kingdoms of
thisworld, they are permitted to destroy one another -- they become "angry.” We have
witnessed this process going on relentlesdy since 1914. Now the people acknowledge
that the only solution for the chaos that has resulted is a "world government.” They do
not know yet that the kingdom of Christ will be that world government. All they see as
yet isthe "fury" associated with the overthrow of the present world order.

No one can be happy about the trouble incident to the overthrow of aworld order, but we
can be glad for the assurance that the blessings of Chrigt's kingdom are so near. It iswith
sympathy that we view the experiences through which the Israglitesare passing in
connection with their re-establishment in the Holy Land, but we can be glad that there is
adivine purposein their being returned there. That purposeis that they should be the first
upon whom the blessings of the new kingdom will be poured. And let us regjoice that

these blessings, beginning with restored Isradl, will ultimately extend to dl nations, for

"of the increase of his government and peace there shall beno end.” -- Isaiah 9.7



CHAPTER IX - NEW HEAVENS AND A NEW EARTH

"Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness." -- 2 PETER 3:13

THERE is adepth of meaning in Peter's use of the word "neverthdess’ in the above text,
and in his blessed assurance that there isto be "new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness." Throughout the chapter preceding this text, the gpostlie has been
both pogitive and graphic in his explanation that among the first evidences, or Sgns, of

the presence of Christ asthe new King of earth would be the dissolution of the old order,
symbolicaly described as "the heavens and earth, which are now.” (2 Pet. 3:7) These, he
assats, "shdl pass awvay with agreat noise, and the eements shal melt with fervent

heat," dl _ of which occursin "the day of the Lord." -- 2 Pet. 3:10

It isadark picture of trouble and distress through which the nations were to pass, and
little wonder that some might be inclined to doubt that such events could in any manner
be evidences of the presence of arighteous King. Peter anticipates this objection, and
tellsusthat inthe"last days' some would say, "Where is the promise of His coming? for
since the fathersfell adeep, dl things continue as they were from the beginning of the
cregtion.” -- 2 Pet. 3:4

The true thought of Peter'swordsin thistext islost through mistrandation. According to
the Greek text, what he redlly said was, "Where is the evidence of His presence, for since
the fathersfell adeep dl things continue as they were." To the "fathers' of Israd, through
the holy prophets, God had made wonderful promises concerning the blessngs which
would come to the world through the King and Messiah whom he would send. It was
Peter himself who, in summing up the glorious meaning of the prophetic testimony to the
fathers, explained that following the return of Christ, and during his second presence,
there would be "times of restitution of al things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of
al hisholy prophets sincethe world began.” -- Acts 3:19-21

Y es, since the world began, or "the beginning of the creation” (2 Pet. 3:4), the "fathers’
had been given to understand that the coming of the Mes siah to establish akingdom
would mean joy and hedth and everlagting life. "Of the increase of his government and
peace there shal be no end,” the Prophet Isaiah had written. (Isa. 9:6-8) And again, "He
ghdl swallow up desth in victory; and wipe away tears from off al faces" (Isa. 25:8) In
that new kingdom, this same prophet as well as the Prophet Micah foretold that the
nations would "best their swordsinto plowshares, and their spearsinto firuninghooks,"
and that "nation shal not lift up sword againg nation™ nor "learn war any more." -- Isaiah
2:4;: Micah 4:1-4

From one standpoint or another, each of the prophets of old had described the life giving
blessings which would be showered upon the people when Chrigt, the righteous King of
earth, returned to "have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the
earth." (Psa 72:8) But Peter, who had the privilege of Stting at Jesus feet and learning
from him, and who in addition was inspired by the Holy Spirit as a prophet and thus able



to set these great truths forth in their proper sequence, recognized that before the
blessngs of the new kingdom could flow out to the people the "Kingdoms of thisworld"
must be destroyed. -- Rev. 11:15

With this thought in mind, and in answering the question, Where is the evidence of his
presence since restitution blessings are not yet gpparent? the gpostle first of al reminds us
of anillugration which he heard Jesus use when he answered the disciples question,

"What shal be sign of thy presence and of the end of the age?' In answering this question
Jesus compared his day at the end of the age with the "days of Noah." (Maitt. 24:37-39) In
the days of Noah the people were not aware of the impending catastrophe of the flood;
but it came, and wrought destruction upon the symbolic heavens and earth which existed
at that time. Thus that world, or kosmos, was brought to an end.

Now in avery smilar manner, as explained by both Jesus and Peter, the present evil
world comes to an end in the "day of the Lord." Just as the days of Noah began prior to
the flood, and he was present preparing for the impending catastrophe, so the day of the
Lord, the first years of Christ's presence, precedes the destruction of the "heavens and the
earth, which are now." (2 Pet. 3:7) It iswithin the day of the Lord-not prior thereto -- that
the foretold distress upon the nations, leading to their complete and find overthrow,
comes upon them. They "pass away with agreat noise" the "dements mdt with fervent
heet," and the "works that are therein” are burned up, in "the day of the Lord.” (2 Pet.
3:10) With the sdfish indtitutions of this present evil world out of the way, then will

come the manifestation of the new kingdom by the blessings which will flow out from it

for the enlightenment and hedling of the people.

And it isin kegping with the purpose of Chrigt's kingdom that first of dl its power be

used for the destruction of this present evil world, for while that kingdom will be an
ingrument of blessing to mankind, it will dso be adesroyer of "enemies” The "lagt
enemy" to be destroyed by Christ's reign is deeth, writes the gpostle; and evidently

among thefirgt are the "kingdoms of thisworld." (1 Cor. 15:25-26; Psdm 2:8-9) Because
of thisthefirs 9gns of his presence cause dl the tribes of the earth to mourn rather than

to rgjoice. (Matt. 24:30) Thus Peter confirms the correct sequence of events associated
with Chrigt's presence in his explanation that first it causes the passng away of the
"heavens and earth which are now."

Having explained this point, making it as definite as possble, Peter then, ssemingly,
revertsin histhoughts to the question, "Where is the evidence of his presence” and, as
though to agree that those who ask this question are expecting the right thing a the wrong
time, he says, "Neverthdess we, [even as they] according to his promise, look for new
heavens and anew earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” We look for this because it is
one of the things which God promised to the "fathers’ through the prophets, but while we
look for the "new heavens and new earth” we redize that the first work of the new King
isto set aside the wicked heavens -and earth which compose this " present evil world." --
Gd. 14

Aswe learned in a previous study, the symbolic heavens and earth over which Satan is
the supreme ruler, are rapidly passing away; and to the thoughtful mind this focuses



interest more, than ever on the hope centered in God's promise to "creste new heavens
and anew earth.” When the apostle referred to this promise of God he evidently had in
mind the one which isrecorded in Isaiah 65:17-25. Turning to this wonderful chapter we
read:

"For, behold, | create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shal not be
remembered, nor come into mind. But be ye glad and rgjoice for ever in that which |
create: for, behold, | create Jerusdem argoicing, and her people ajoy. And | will rgjoice
in Jerusdlem, and joy in my people; and the voice of weeping shal be no more heard in
her, nor the voice of crying. There shdl be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old
mean that hath not filled his days: for the child shdl die an hundred years old; but the
sinner being an hundred years old shdl be accursed. And they shdl build houses, and
inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and et the fruit of them. They shal not
build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another et: for as the days of atree
are the days of my people, and mine eect shdl long enjoy the work of their hands. They
shdl not [abor in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of
the Lord, and their offspring with them. And it shall come to pass, that before they call, |
will answer; and while they are yet speaking, | will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall
feed together, and the lion shdll eet straw like the bullock: and dust shdl be the serpent's
meset. They shdl not hurt nor destroy in dl my holy mountain [kingdom], saith the Lord.”

No amount of explaining could make this wonderful promise of God concerning
blessings which will come to the people under the rulership of the "new heavens and new
earth” more complete or redigtic. In keeping with the picturesque language of the Eadt,
the hope of blessingsto come is set forth in word pictures, but there is no escaping the
glorious meaning of the symbols used. In plain phrase, the prophet istdling us that when
Chrigt is King there will be hedth and everlagting life for dl the obedient; that dl will be
given at least ahundred years of trid, and if then they die because they are incorrigible
snners, they will be but babes in comparison to the lagting life which they might have
enjoyed. Thereis building and planting, and an economic security atached to the labor of
the people that is dreamed of today, but seldom if ever experienced. There is peace and

tranquility among all.

These are the evidences which just beyond the present time of distress will convince the
whole world that Chrigt isindeed reigning, and acclaiming him as the mighty Ruler of
that time, they will say, "Lo, thisis our God; we have waited for him, . . . . wewill be
glad and rgoicein hissdvation." It will be then that Chrigt, asthe "arm of the Lord," will
be reveded "in the eyes of dl the nations; and dl the ends of the earth shall seethe
sdvation of our God." (Isa. 25:6-9; 52:10) What a prospect!

And what are the new heavens and new earth which the Lord has thus promised to
create? They are the governmenta arrangements of Chrigt's kingdom. In the prophecy
concerning their creation another name is given; namdy, "Jerusdem” -- "Be-hold, 1

cregte Jerusalem argoicing, and her peopleajoy.” (Isa 65:17-18) The Apostle John, on
the Ide of Patmos, was given various visons of the new kingdom arrangements, and

says, "'l saw anew heaven and anew earth,” and he dso saysthat he "saw the haly city,
new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven." -- Rev. 21:1-2



Inverses 9 and 10 of this chapter, John identifies the "new Jerusdlem” asthe "bride, the
Lamb'swife" Thisisthe key to the understanding of the symboal. Jesusisto be the great
King in the divine kingdom soon to bless dl the families of the earth, and heisto reign

with and through his church, who, in the "firgt resurrection’ becomes his bride. Jerusdlem

of old wasthe capitd city in Isradl, where the kings had their headquarters, their "throne.”

So the Lord uses these circumstances as a picture of the kingdom of Christ, and cdlsit

the "new Jerusalem.” And this new Jerusdem is also, as we have seen, the "new heavens

and new earth” which God has promised-in other words, the kingdom of the Lord in

which Jesus reigns supreme as King.

The combined symbolism of "heavens' and "earth” illustrates what is otherwise plainly
taught in the Scriptures, namely, that the kingdom of Christ will be of two parts, the
spiritua and the human; the invisble and the visible. Jesus, the divine King, and his
church together with him, will be the spiritual phase of that kingdom, and the resurrected
Old Testament worthies will be their human representatives. Asintermediaries, also spirit
beings, the Scriptures spesk of a"great multitude" who will stand before the throne, and
serve day and night in the temple. (Psalm 45:14; Rev. 7.9, 13-15) This, briefly, isthe
organizationd arrangement of the symbolic "new heavens and new earth." And it is
because God has promised to complete the creation, the bringing into being, of this
effective kingdom arrangement for the blessing of dl nations, that we can now rgoice to
redlize that Satan's empire is crumbling.

All the promises of God which reflect his good will toward the dying race will be

fulfilled as aresult of his creetion of the "new heavens and new earth.” His promises of a
heavenly inheritance for the faithful followers of the Magter will have ther fruition in the
exdtation of the church to "glory, honor, and immortdity,” to live and reign with Chrigt.
And how much better is this, the true conception of God's purpose in the church, than the
idea so long entertained by many that God is taking Chrigtians to heaven when they die
merely that they might be saved. Now we see that he cdls dl true Christians for a
purpose-the blessed purpose of being associated with Jesus in his kingdom through which
the people of the world are to be given life, health, and enduring peace and happiness.

God's promises to the ancients will dso then be fulfilled. Abraham and his naturd
descendants will have their portion in the Land of Promise. The worthies of "these past
ages will be associated with the kingdom as its human representatives. They did not
expect more than this. They understood nothing concerning the divine plan for aspiritua
phase of the promised kingdom of the Messiah Even the prophets did not foresee this.
Jesus said of the lagt of the prophets, John the Baptist, that athough among these born of
women there had not risen a grester than John, yet he who would be least in the kingdom
of heaventtha is, in the spiritual phase of the kingdom would be greater than he. John
will be one of the "princes" in the human phase of the kingdom, but he will' not have a
heavenly reward, and he will not reign with Jesus as aking.

In the "new heavens and new earth” God's promises to Abraham will have their
fufillment -- these promisesthat dl the families of the earth were to be blessed through
his seed. Aswe have seen in an earlier chapter, Jesus and his church condtitute the true,



the faith seed of Abraham, which will be the channd of blessing to mankind in the
kingdom, and how rich and far-reaching those blessings will be! They are beautifully
illugrated in Revelation 22:1, 2, under the symbol of a"river of water of life" which
emanates from "the throne of God and of the Lamb." On either Sde of this symbolic river
are thetrees of life with their abundant supply of life giving fruit, “and the leaves of the
trees were for the hedling of the nations." How glad we should be that the people of al
nations, starving, oppressed, bleeding and dying, are to be heded. Verily thisWILL be
the "blessng of dl the families of the earth”!

The promise of God through Jacob that out of Judah would come one called "Shiloh™-
"peacemaker"-and that unto him would the gathering of the people be, will find its
glorious fulfillment in the kingdom, for King Jesus will be thet " Shiloh" and unto him,

and under his banner of love, the people will be gathered and blessed. All nations will
cal him blessed. Of the increase of his government and peace there shdl be no end. "He
shdl come down like rain upon the mown grass. as showers that water the earth. In his
days shdl the righteous flourish." "They that dwel in the wilderness shdl bow before
him; and his enemies shdl lick the dust.” "Y e, dl kings shdl fdl down before him: dl
nations shdl serve him." Al of these heart cheering promises will be fulfilled in the "new
heavensand new earth.” -- Psalm 72:6, 7, 9, 11

Then, too, will be the time when every man will dwell under his own vine and fig tree;
and when swords shal be made into plowshares and spears into pruninghooks. It will be
then that the eyes of the blind shal be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then
aso will come the awakening of dl the dead by the same infinite power of the Creator
who gave them lifein thefirg place. No one, either of the living or of the dead, will be
left out of the world-wide circle of people and nations that will then have an opportunity
of being blessed with everlasting life in keeping with the promises God gave through the
prophets, made clear through Christ and the apostles, and ratified by the blood of Chrigt.

But it will sill be necessary to obey divine law in order to live forever. The Apostle Peter
emphasizesthis. After tdling us that with the return of Christ and the establishment of his
kingdom there will be "times of regtitution of al things, which God hath spoken by the
mouth of dl his holy prophets since the world began,” he adds, "And it shdl cometo
pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the
people.” -- Acts 3:19-23

But there are assurances that the mgority of al nations will probably be glad to accept
the provisons of divine love asthey will then be proffered, and obey the laws of earth's
new King. Jesusindicated that atime would come when the nation of Isradl, athough
they rgjected him at hisfirst advent, will yet say, "Blessed is he that cometh in the name
of the Lord." The Prophet Micah wrote that "many nations shal come, and say, Come,
and let us go up to the mountain [kingdom] of the Lord, . . . . and hewill teach us of his
ways, and wewill wak in hispaths" -- Micah 4:2

What could be more appropriate for any of us even now than to hail our King, the King
of the new age-King Jesus? If we are endeavoring to follow in his footsteps of sacrifice,
inspired by the hope of reigning with him, let us give the greater diligence to make our



cdling and eection sure. If we are being drawn by divine love and areimpelled to give
oursaves to the Lord in full devotion to do hiswill, we should not tarry. Thereis il
time to run for the prize of the high cdling of God in Chrigt Jesus. In any evert, if the
beauties of the divine plan, and the fact that the kingdom of Christ is near, have inspired
usto love the Lord more than we have in the padt, let us show our love by an earnest
endeavor to do hiswill, to walk humbly before him, and to sound forth his praises.
Knowing, as we should, that we are living in the day of the Lord, let us be among the first
to welcome the new King, and yield oursalves in full obedience to his kingdom laws of
justice and righteousness.



THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES
THE SATISFACTORY PROOF THAT

THE BIBLE is adivine reveaion reasonable and trustworthy, reveding a systemdtic
plan, exemplifying justice, wisdom, and love.

The "key of knowledge' to the Scriptures, long log, is found, and gives God's faithful
people access to the "hidden mystery.” -- Luke 11:52; Col. 1:26

The Lord Jesus and his faithful followers are to be not only priests, but kings, and will
reign over the earth.

This kingdom comes at Christ's second advent. God's plan is to select and save the church
in the Gospe age, and to use the church in blessing the world during the Millennium.

A ransom for al implies an opportunity to dl for redtitution.
The day of judgment is 1,000 years long, and will be the world's trid day.
"The narrow way" of saf-sacrifice will cease a the end of thisage.

"Thehighway" of righteousness will be open to dl the redeemed race in the Millennium.-
Isaiah 35:8, 9 "The kingdoms of thisworld" are but for an ordained period and must give
place to the "kingdom of God." These subjects and many others of deep interest to dl are
discussed fully and in language easy of comprehension in Volume E of the Scripture
Study series.
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