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I was doing, but there was no reason to change. I was locked into evil 
of overwhelming proportions, but that was what was in power. I had 
joined in it, and there was no way back. I avoided praying, because I 
knew I would be a hypocrite in prayer. ”

Helmut Urged to Renounce His Past

Christine said, “Helmut, you wouldnʼt have been locked into such 
evil if an opportunity to do so werenʼt given you. You might have 
been a soldier wounded or killed at the front and neither you nor any 
other person would know how evil you could become. Perhaps there 
are many people who would have put in a similar performance if 
they had been placed in a similar position. So we canʼt assume we 
are superior to you, because we have not demonstrated what kind of 
character we would really possess under those circumstances. Perhaps 
many who hold you in contempt might have done worse than you in 
such a situation. Christ is the righteous Judge. You must renounce the 
past, not merely with words, but in your heart. You have the present 
to demonstrate true godly sorrow and to seek to give back to mankind 
the love that you did not give before.”

Everyone clapped.
Helmut suddenly sat down in the nearest chair. To everyoneʼs 

stunned amazement, he began to weep. “Thank you, Christine. This is 
the first time tears of sorrow have genuinely run down my cheeks. You 
are right, so very right. Not only am I sorry, but also by Godʼs grace 
I intend in godly sorrow to give back to mankind the love I failed to 
give in my former life. You are right in saying life might have given 
me different experiences. Had I died on the front lines, I would never 
have known what weaknesses of character I possessed.”

Henry came up and placed his arm around Helmut. 
“I never thought I could do anything but hate you, but Iʼm here 

to say Iʼm willing to forgive what you did to me. Holding anger in 
my heart will not undo the pain and misery I endured. I desperately 
wanted to live then and I struggled until I knew I could go no further. 
However, in spite of what happened to me, here I am living in such 
a beautiful world and life has never been more sweet or beautiful. I 
now have the life I so desperately wanted. No one can take it from me 
either. Yes, Helmut, I forgive you and you should forgive yourself.”

Lev looked on speechlessly. These two young innocent ladies 
seemed to have reached Helmutʼs heart. They were so sweet, yet so 
wise that it melted his heart. His defenses collapsed. Helmut seemed 

ready to start his journey toward attaining love for God and for his 
fellow man. 

When they arrived back on the job that day, Lev knew his purpose 
in being here was over. He would help finish the house Christine was 
building for her mother and then seek another assignment. Lev had 
learned some lessons he would never forget from these two young 
ladies. They had succeeded in human relations with their purity and 
innocence better than Lev could have ever hoped to do.

THE END
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