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Preface

O

ne of the high lights of the early Bible Stu dent move ment was the 1914 pro duc tion
of The Photo-Drama of Cre ation. This unique
blend of mov ing pic tures, hand-painted slides,
and recorded voice on pho no graph records was
shown around the world to mil lions.
The approach was chronological, tracing man’s
his tory from cre ation to the pres ent time and
included not only Bib li cal events but church his tory as well. Such an approach made it suit able
for all ages. The lan guage, how ever, was dif fi cult
for the young to grasp.
Beverly Christiansen of Bremerton, Wash ing ton, wrote this book for youn ger read ers in 1996.
She used the orig i nal Photo-Drama book as an
out line and inspi ra tion. Most of its mate rial is in cluded here. Scrip tures are quoted from the New
Inter na tional Ver sion unless oth er wise indi cated.
We acknowl edge with thanks the help of many
who pro vided illus tra tions for these les sons.
We trust this will be a bene fi cial tool in the
Scrip tural instruc tion of young minds.
The Pub lish ers
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Lesson 1

God’s Glory in the Heavens
“The fear [rev er ence] of the L ORD is the begin ning of
wis dom.—Psalm 111:10

E

very day of our lives we can pray to “our Father in heaven”
because we know he loves us dearly and cares for us ten derly.
He is the Great Cre ator. He made the pow er ful sun and many
more stars than we can see. He also made the lit tle things—the
soft pet als of the flow ers and the col or ful birds, and each blade of
grass, and more things than we can count.
The earth seems large to us, yet it is much smaller than Sat urn
or Jupi ter. And those two plan ets are tiny com pared to the sun.
Imag ine the sun’s diam e ter as that of a large bar rel: Jupi ter would
com pare as a small orange, Earth and Venus as peas, and Mer cury and Mars as rasp berry seeds.
The sun is really a star, which means that it gives light and heat.
Some heav enly bod ies such as the plan ets and the moon can only
reflect light that comes from the sun. There are bil lions of stars
and per haps plan e tary sys tems in the uni verse. How great is our
God!
An ear lier begin ning before the uni verse was cre ated is
described in John 1:1-3. God had no begin ning, which is impos si ble for us to under stand as every thing we know has had a begin ning. The Logos (a name for Jesus) was the first of God’s cre ation
and the last (Rev e la tion 3:14 and Colossians 1:15).
God made the plans—we can say he was the archi tect—and
the Logos was the builder of all cre ation. The Logos car ried out
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all of God’s instruc tions for the cre ation of the uni verse, includ ing
the earth, and all of the work was per fect.
Gen e sis means “begin ning.” Gen e sis 1:1 says: “In the begin ning God cre ated the heav ens and the earth.” This is all we are
told about the begin ning of the uni verse. The rest of the chap ter
tells how our earth was pre pared so that peo ple could live on it.
We have day and night because the earth turns on its axis.
Earth’s orbit or cir cle around the sun marks our year.

God was the architect and the Logos the builder of all creation.
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Lesson 2

The First Day of Creation
And God said, Let there be light, and there was light.
God called the light day, and the dark ness he called
night.—Gen e sis 1:3,5

T

he Bible does not tell us how long ago the earth was cre ated.
It does not tell us exactly how the earth was made. Gen e sis
1:1 tells us that in the begin ning the earth was. There were nei ther
moun tains nor val leys, trees nor shrubs, rivers nor oceans. The
earth was empty and shape less.
The Bible does tell us about the six cre ative days in which God
pre pared the earth as a place to live for man kind (Isa iah 45:18).
And it gives us the length of the sev enth cre ative day: seven thou sand years. It may be that each of the cre ative days was the same
length of time, form ing a cre ative week.
At first the earth did not have a def i nite shape—it was just
a mass of mate rial spin ning round and round. As it spun, its water
and min er als were thrown off as gases. They cooled and took the
shape of rings around the earth. As the rings took shape, so did
the earth. It began to look more like a ball than like a messy lump
of form less ele ments. And as the mess took def i nite shape some
light shone onto the earth, pos si bly sim i lar to the aurora bore alis
(arched lights in the sky at night that are caused by elec tric ity).
The sun light did not break through because that did not happen
until the fourth day, but there was light. The earth began to look
more like the globe we know.
Our uni verse is still devel op ing, and sci en tists spend much time
study ing and try ing to explain creation. When they learn a new
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fact we can some times find a Scrip ture that also describes that
fact. For exam ple, Job 26:7 tells us the earth hangs in empty
space.
Men do not under stand all Scrip ture, nor do they under stand
all about cre ation, but God gave us the Bible and planned the cre ation of the uni verse, and so of course, the Bible explains cre ation cor rectly when it speaks of it.

Our universe is still in the process of developing.
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Lesson 3

The Second Day of Creation
O L ORD , you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your
name, for in per fect faith ful ness you have done mar velous things, things planned long ago.—Isa iah 25:1

H

ow long is a day? We usu ally think of a day as being twentyfour hours long. But Psalm 95:8 (King James ver sion)
speaks of the “day of temp ta tion” in the wil der ness, and we know
that it is speak ing of the forty years which the Isra el ites spent in
the wil der ness.
The apos tle Peter wrote that “with the Lord a day is like a thou sand years, and a thou sand years are like a day” (2 Peter 3:8).
One of the def i ni tions for “day” given in the dic tio nary says,
“any par tic u lar amount of time.” We see then that many dif fer ent
amounts of time can be called a “day.” Thou sands of years were
needed for the work of each cre ative day.
Dur ing the sec ond cre ative day God made the firmament—the
air around the earth. Air would be needed in the future when
humans and ani mals were cre ated and they would need to be
able to breathe. The earth had rings of water and min er als around
it, some of which would fall to the earth and become oceans,
lakes, and rivers. The remain ing waters would become clouds.
In between was the clearer, drier air (called an atmo sphere or
firmament).
Day Two ended with the earth pre pared for lower forms of
plant life. Step by step God was pre par ing the earth to be a home
for crea tures not yet cre ated and for an immense num ber of
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plants and lower animals. His plans and pur poses are intel li gent
and orderly and show a won der ful design.
Of all the nine plan ets in our solar sys tem only the earth has
life-giv ing oxy gen. If we go beyond about four miles up into the
atmo sphere, we need another way to get oxy gen or we die. The
astro nauts always carry their own “atmo sphere” with them.
Let us give thanks to our great Heav enly Father and his dear
son! How wisely and care fully they planned every detail of cre ation.

Only the earth has sufficient oxygen to sustain life.
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Lesson 4

The Third Day of Creation
Our help is in the name of the L ORD , the Maker of
heaven and earth.—Psalm 124:8

I

f you go to the beach and pour a buck et ful of water onto one
place in the sand, the force of that water will make a big hole
and the sand from that hole will get pushed to the side and make
lit tle moun tains. You will have a tiny lake sur rounded by hills.
This gives us an idea of how God and the Logos cre ated the
oceans and the moun tains. When the rings around the earth
forced through the fir ma ment, their strong power made the earth
buckle and wrin kle, which made deep val leys and high moun tains—like the lake and the hills you might make at the sea shore.
This was the work of the third cre ative day: the sep a ra tion of
the sea from the land and the growth of grasses and trees upon
the land. The earth was cool ing off con sid er ably as it be came pre pared for peo ple to live on it.
When the land dried out enough and fresh water sup plies were
able to main tain the plant world, many kinds of grasses, shrubs,
trees, and plants of all kinds (veg e ta tion) began to appear (Gen e sis 1:11,12).
The seeds of this veg e ta tion repro duced “after their kind.”
God’s pur pose in his cre ation of liv ing things—from grasses and
microbes to ani mals and man—is that each vari ety should repro duce “after its kind.”
Dur ing Day Three there was still an enor mous amount of car bon in the air. It had not rained yet, but dense mists watered the
newly formed land which was still warm by its own heat. These
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con di tions would cause the veg e ta tion to grow quickly to a giant
size.
When we look at an ocean or a lake, we are thrilled to know that
in the king dom “the earth will be filled with the knowl edge of the
glory of the L ORD , as the waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14).
When we see the grand maj esty of moun tains, we, like David the
psalm ist, would think, “I lift up my eyes to the hills—where does
my help come from? My help comes from the L ORD , the Maker of
heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:1,2).

On the third day vegetation grew quickly to a giant size..
9

Lesson 5

The Fourth Day of Creation
O L ORD , our Lord, how majes tic is your name in all the
earth! You have set your glory above the heav ens.—
Psalm 8:1

T

he Bible story of cre ation was writ ten 3,500 years ago in the
Hebrew lan guage (Hebrews were also called Isra el ites or
Jews). The King James Eng lish Bible was printed in the year
1611. The schol ars who trans lated the Hebrew words into English tried to help the read ers under stand what was meant by the
writ ers, but some times they made mis takes.
For instance: the King James trans la tors wrote in Gen e sis 1:16,
“And God made two great lights … he made the stars also.” The
Hebrew word trans lated “made” does not mean “to create,” but
one of its mean ings is “to appoint” or “cause to shine.”
We can now under stand that the work of God on Day Four was
caus ing the sun, moon, and stars to shine upon the earth. They
had been in the heav ens long before that, but their light could not
get through the heavy fog and the car bon-laden air. But another
ring of water and min er als had bro ken and fallen to the earth so
that the earth’s atmo sphere was clearer than ever before. Now
the sun light, moon light, and the light of the stars could break
through.
The rays of the sun and the moon began to pre pare the earth
for higher forms of plant and ani mal life. God was now going to
use these great lights to have an influ ence upon the earth. The
sun would mark time for man and beast. It would also begin to
oxy gen ate the air to pre pare it for breath ing ani mals. The moon
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would influ ence the tides and mark time in the night for man.
Long before there were cal en dars peo ple reg u lated their cer e mo nies and sea sons by the moon (Psalm 104:19).
The increased influ ence of the sun and moon brought many
advances. Plant life pro gressed and many more vari et ies came
into being. There was also an abun dance of insects, snails, crabs,
and fish. The cre ative days show the won der ful design and plan ning of our great God of the universe!

The sun, moon, and stars, created earlier, finally shone upon the earth.
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Lesson 6

The Fifth Day of Creation
God cre ated the great crea tures of the sea and every liv ing and mov ing thing with which the water teems, ac cord ing to their kinds, and every winged bird accord ing
to its kind. And God saw that it was good.—Gen e sis 1:21

T

he atmo sphere of the earth was now pure enough to per mit
life in breath ing ani mals. Much of the car bon that was in the
water and the air was absorbed into the chalky organ isms of the
sea. These even tu ally became beds of lime stone. The huge for ests sunk deep into the earth to form coal beds and this, too, took
large amounts of car bon from the air, enabling ani mals to
breathe.
The waters swarmed with fish and sea crea tures. Rep tiles and
ani mals liv ing partly in the water and partly on land belong to this
period of time.
The King James trans la tion of Gen e sis 1:21 reads: “God cre ated great whales,” but the Hebrew words should be trans lated,
“God cre ated great mon sters.” That is a good descrip tion of the
dino saurs. “Every winged fowl” includes fly ing rep tiles—some of
whose wings mea sured twenty-five feet across—as well as birds.
We mar vel at God’s wis dom and power when sci en tists tell us
that cere als and grasses which would be needed for food began
to grow just before these ani mals were cre ated. This is one of
the many facts that shows God is a per fect time keeper. When we
learn that bees, wasps, and other insects were used to spread the
seeds of the food plants, we are thrilled with God’s plan ning.
How could these ani mals have lived with out the proper food?
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Mod ern plants need strong sun light as well as mois ture to grow
and develop. We can see that God in his great wis dom waited for
the cloudy, swampy, humid con di tions of the pre vi ous cre ative
days to pass and for the sun to shine onto the earth. Then he
began cre at ing plants with their spar kling col ors and delight ful
per fumes.
How com pletely God pre pared the earth for us! How lov ingly
he con sid ered all our needs! “Great is our Lord and mighty in
power … he sup plies the earth with rain and makes grass grow on
the hills. He pro vides food for the cat tle and for the young ravens
when they call” (Psalm 147:5,8,9).

God created great monsters [dinosaurs] during the fifth epoch.
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Lesson 7

The Sixth Day of Creation
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.—
Gen e sis 1:31

A

t last the earth was ready for man. As more and more car .bon was used up, the air became pure enough for man to
breathe. Veg e ta tion became more nor mal. Ani mals changed.
The heavy-boned mon sters died and in their place came the ani mals we know today. Toward the close of the sixth cre ative day
God cre ated man.
And God said to the Logos, “Let us make man in our image”
(Gen e sis 1:26). So man was made from the ele ments of the earth
and given the breath of life—a won der ful, per fect being.
Because man was made in the “like ness” of God, he had the
power to rule over the beasts of the field just as God has rul er ship
over all of his cre ation. Man was given the gift of speech and the
abil ity to think and fig ure things out; he was given a con science
so he could know what was right and what was wrong. He could
enjoy music and could make music, too. Man was given a desire
to wor ship and please the Cre ator. He was clever and kind, gen er ous and inven tive.
The prophet David said of him self that he was “fear fully and
won der fully made” (Psalm 139:14). The more we learn about the
human body the more we real ize how true that is.
Adam and Eve were the only humans who were directly cre ated and not born as babies like the rest of man kind.
As we study the his tory of man, it is wise to also study the Chart
of the Ages. It is a help ful way to learn and remem ber God’s plan
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for man kind. We can use this chart all our lives in our study of the
Bible. It will help us place Scrip tures exactly where they belong
(Habakkuk 2:2).
We can look at the chart and say, “This is when Adam and Eve
lived in the gar den of Eden.” “This is where Noah was saved from
the great flood.” “Here is where Jesus died.” “There is the king dom for which we pray.” The one who puts Scrip tures in the right
time period is said to be one who “cor rectly han dles the word of
truth” (2 Tim o thy 2:15).

The Chart of the Ages helps us place Scriptures exactly where they belong.
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Lesson 8

The Seventh Day of Creation
God blessed the sev enth day and made it holy.—Gen e sis
2:3

A

dam was cre ated toward the end of the sixth creative day.
.Eve was really a part of Adam, sep a rated for the pur pose of
being a mother to their chil dren and a help mate and com pan ion
to Adam. Then God rested from his work of cre at ing.
The sev enth cre ative day was set apart for the purpose of fill ing
the earth with peo ple and spread ing the per fec tion of Eden
everywhere. For six thou sand years peo ple have been mul ti ply ing—every baby born is a result of God’s com mand in Gen e sis
1:28.
Yes, God rested these past six thou sand years, but dur ing this
time many things have hap pened. God did not plan sin, evil, and
wick ed ness so why didn’t he stop it, or perhaps leave his rest ing
long enough to keep peo ple from suf fer ing? God does have the
abil ity to look ahead and know what will hap pen as eas ily as we
look back on yes ter day and the day before and know what hap pened then. God knew that Adam would sin and dis obey him, but
he did not stop him. After all, there isn’t much value in an obe di ent per son if he is forced to be obe di ent and could not be dis obe di ent even if he wanted to.
God’s will shall be done even though Adam dis obeyed. Dur ing
the Mil len nial age man kind will be restored to per fect human ity
and the earth shall become as per fect as Eden was so long ago.
This is called res ti tu tion.
What a won der ful bless ing it will be when all of man kind have
16
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returned from their graves in the res ur rec tion. They will then
learn the ways of righ teous ness and will ingly fol low the laws of
God. Their expe ri ence with sin and evil will help them make right
choices.
Then man kind will again be in the image and like ness of God.
“In the image” means to have a mind to plan and rea son. “In the
like ness” means to have domin ion over the earth as God has over
the uni verse. This will all hap pen grad u ally.
We see God’s love in the work ing out of his plan, as well as his
power, wis dom, and jus tice.

Adam was created at the end of the sixth creative day.
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Lesson 9

Mother Eve Created
For this rea son a man will leave his father and mother
and be united to his wife, and they will become one
flesh.—Gen e sis 2:24

F

or a time Adam was alone in the Gar den of Eden. He had
some com pan ion ship with the ani mals and the birds, but he
was lonely for some one like him self. Eve was made from one of
Adam’s ribs; she was a part of him (Gen e sis 2:21,22).
Adam loved Eve. He helped her learn about their won der ful
Cre ator and the bless ings he had given them. And Eve loved
Adam, and shar ing his life in the gar den. In her gen tle way she
would point out the beauties of God’s handi work which seemed
even more beau ti ful because they could share them.
No won der they were happy together! This was God’s plan. He
wanted men and women to marry and have chil dren. He wanted
them to love him and enjoy his bless ings.
Many of the most beau ti ful sto ries in the Bible tell of brides and
bride grooms, mar riages, par ents, and chil dren. Jesus is called
a bride groom in Mat thew 9:15 and 25:1. The 144,000 saints are
called a bride in Rev e la tion 21:9 and 22:17.
In the king dom there will be no wed dings or new born babies
for the earth will be filled with peo ple (Mat thew 22:30). Then
God’s bless ings will be for every one on earth, ful fill ing his plan
just as he orig i nally intended.
The saints are called chil dren of God, joint-heirs with Christ,
just as in a fam ily arrange ment (Romans 8:16,17). In Isa iah 9:6
Jesus is given the name of Ever last ing Father because his death
18

and res ur rec tion will make it pos si ble for all peo ple to live for ever
in the king dom on earth.
The fam ily arrange ment is impor tant to God and to man kind.
Adam and Eve had many chil dren, and because they were so
near to being per fect, their chil dren could marry each other and
start their own fam i lies. And so the human fam ily began to mul ti ply and fill the earth (Gen e sis 1:28).

It was God’s design for people to live in families.
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Lesson 10

Mother Eve Beguiled
“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. —
Gen e sis 3:4

E

ve wanted to know all about God and the beau ti ful gar den he
had pre pared for her and Adam. There were so many things
she wanted to know. Why was there one kind of tree from which
they could not eat? Why did the beau ti ful intel li gent ser pent eat of
the fruit of that tree and not die?
Satan was cun ning in his attempt to deceive this per fect pair. If
he had said to Eve, “Come and worship me instead of God,” she
would have been shocked and have turned away from him. But
Satan watched Eve and stud ied her ways: she was happy, she
loved Adam, she loved God. What was there in her char ac ter to
which he could appeal? It was her great desire for knowl edge!
Knowl edge is good. God gives us as much knowl edge as we can
use wisely. He could have given Eve more knowl edge as she con tin ued to love and obey him. At that time the impor tant thing in
God’s plan was to teach Adam and Eve that obe di ence to his laws
would be the best for them.
To eat of the tree of the knowl edge of good and evil was for bid den for a while as a test of their loy alty and obe di ence to God.
The pen alty for dis obe di ence was death. Death is the absence of
life. One who is dead does not know any thing, nor can he do anything (Eccle si as tes 9:5,10).
Satan wanted to be like the Most High God and have the peo ple wor ship him. He caused the clever ser pent to eat the for bid den fruit. Eve saw that noth ing hap pened to the ser pent so she
20
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took a bite of the fruit. When Adam real ized what she had done,
he chose to fol low her into death (Gen e sis 2:17) rather than live
with out her.
Instead of trust ing God, Adam dis obeyed and ate of the fruit
just as Eve had done. The death pen alty came upon him and Eve
and all their chil dren.
And so the first lie—“You will not surely die”—caused man kind to start on a down ward course of sin and death. We know
what the ter ri ble results have been!

Satan studied Eve to see how he could tempt her.
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Lesson 11

Expulsion From Eden
The soul who sins is the one who will die.—Ezekiel 18:4

T

he word of God must stand whether it is prom is ing eter nal
life or the sen tence of death. If God changed his mind,
we would not be able to trust him; but we know that he never
changes and is always faith ful to his word.
The sen tence of death would be car ried out. Adam did not die
instantly from a thunder bolt from heaven, but began to die from
the moment he was sen tenced. It was a slow process—Adam
lived nine hun dred and thirty years (Gen e sis 5:5). In the Hebrew
Bible Gen e sis 2:17 says, “Dying thou shalt die.” All of Adam and
Eve’s chil dren would be born im per fect and under the sen tence
of death. Adam and Eve were sent away from the trees of life in
Eden and into the part of the earth that was still a wil der ness. For
six thou sand years their descen dants would suf fer and die. The
death pen alty brought with it much sor row and pain and trou ble
to every one.
So the dis obe di ence of Adam and Eve caused them to lose
their lovely gar den home and their fel low ship with their creator.
God placed a cher u bim with a flam ing sword at the entrance to
the gar den so Adam and Eve could not eat of the per fect food that
was there, espe cially from the Tree of Life. As time passed, Eden
would become full of weeds and thorns and this tles like the rest of
the earth.
Adam and Eve had to work hard to get enough to eat. They
worked long hours to make gar dens and a new home to live in. It
must have been dif fi cult for them as they remem bered how won 22
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der ful it had been when they lived in the gar den God had made
for them.
Even tu ally they died, and their chil dren and their chil dren’s
chil dren died also because all were under the sen tence of death
through Adam.
But God knew this would hap pen and had al ready planned how
he would some day bring them all back to life on earth. It was for
this cause that Jesus came to earth and died for man kind. His
death and res ur rec tion res cued man kind from the death sen tence
that came upon Adam. He did this will ingly and with love for all
peo ple.

Adam and Eve were sent away from the trees of life in Eden.
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Lesson 12

Pride, Jealousy, Anger, Murder
Get rid of all bit ter ness, rage and anger, brawl ing and
slan der, along with every form of mal ice. Be kind and
com pas sion ate to one another, for giv ing each other, just
as in Christ God for gave you.—Ephe sians 4:31,32

A

dam and Eve were sent away from Eden and they could not
.return. They had been busy in the beau ti ful gar den and they
had been happy and com fort able. Now things were dif fer ent!
The wil der ness out side was not beau ti ful to look at. There was
no food such as they had eaten in Eden. Which of the plants of the
field would taste good and nour ish their bod ies? They could no
lon ger pick fruit from a tree or a bush every time they were hun gry. Now they spent hours look ing for food, and the thorns and
this tles pricked their fin gers and made them bleed. The per spi ra tion ran down their faces as they tried to get rid of the weeds and
help the plants for food grow better.
Per haps Adam looked at Eve and thought, “Life was eas ier
before she was cre ated, when I lived alone with the ani mals.” Eve
may have looked at Adam and thought, “Why did n’t he tell me
this would be our pun ish ment? He lived before I did and God
talked to him. He should have helped me and not fol lowed me
into the sin of dis obe di ence to God.”
When their first son was born, Eve looked at her child and felt
happy and hope ful. She hugged him to her and said, “With the
help of the L ORD I have brought forth a man” (Gen e sis 4:1). The
boy was called Cain. Adam and Eve thought he would be the
24
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“seed” or son whom God had prom ised would help them (Gen e sis 3:15). Adam and Eve had many more chil dren.
Abel became a shep herd while Cain was a farmer. They
brought offer ings to God to receive a bless ing. God accepted
Abel’s gift of a lamb, but did not accept Cain’s gift of fruits
and veg e ta bles. This made Cain jeal ous and angry with Abel.
Cain attacked and killed his brother.
Cain should have asked Abel for a lamb which he then could
accept ably sac ri fice to God. The lamb pic tured the Lord Jesus
and his sac ri fice. Instead, Cain allowed anger and hatred to burn
in his heart, and he became a mur derer.

Cain and Abel made offerings to God to receive a blessing.
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Lesson 13

Abel, the First Martyr
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should
go; I will coun sel you and watch over you.—Psalm 32:8

C

ain did not think about kill ing Abel—he had never seen
a human being die and he had never heard of mur der. Adam
and Eve had been so sure that this son would destroy Satan and
restore their hap pi ness. Cain had expected this too, and that he
would be God’s favor ite. What a shock to see that Abel’s sac ri fice
was accepted and not his.
Instead of look ing to the L ORD for guid ance (Gen e sis 4:6,7),
Cain’s pride was hurt. He lost con trol of his tem per with ter ri ble
results. Abel was the first per son who had ever died and when
Cain saw that he did not get up or move, Cain became afraid and
tried to hide from God.
This same sin was later com mit ted by other peo ple with whom
God was deal ing. The Jew ish peo ple killed Jesus because they
wanted a great and mighty king who would deliver them from the
Roman sol diers and the tax col lec tors. They wanted the Gen tiles
to admire their king dom and its riches. But they did not fol low
God’s ways. They could not accept a car pen ter’s son even though
he was per form ing miracles. Instead of look ing to the Scrip tures
for an expla na tion (Isa iah 53), Israel’s pride was hurt. They
became jeal ous and angry and killed the Mes siah who had come
to deliver them.
Long before Jesus’ time Abel had become the first mar tyr. Over
the years many more peo ple were to become mar tyrs. It was not
until four thou sand years after Adam and Eve lived in the gar den
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that God sent his son into the world to become the Sav ior of all
man kind (John 3:16; 1 Tim o thy 2:5).
At that time Jesus allowed him self to be taken cap tive and put
to death. He did not need to die since he was per fect and had
done noth ing sin ful. But he knew God’s will was that he should
take Adam’s place in death—a ran som sac ri fice—so that the
death sen tence on man kind could be done away with in due time.
Every one will come back to life in the Mil len nial age and have
an oppor tu nity to live for ever—a won der ful prom ise from God!

Abel was the first person to die.
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Lesson 14

Sorrow and Mourning Begun
Even though I walk through the val ley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me.—Psalm
23:4

T

he first death in Adam’s fam ily caused deep sor row. Not only
was it a hor ri ble shock to see hu man death for the first time,
but all the years of their lives Adam and Eve would miss their
beloved Abel. And what of Cain? He could hardly be the prom ised seed of Gen e sis 3:15.
What a dif fer ence from Eden where they had been God’s
friends! Now they did not know what to do—one of their sons was
dead and the other son (with their daugh ter whom he had mar ried) had left their home, shamed and pun ished by God.
Who was there for Cain to fear? Many chil dren were born
to Adam and Eve. We do not know how many or what their
names were. The Bible only says that they had sons and daugh ters (Gen e sis 5:4). The pop u la tion could have been large at that
time.
Cain and his wife went into the land of Nod where Cain built a
city and named it after his first born son, Enoch. God pro tected
Cain with a mark that would warn men that they must not kill him
(Gen e sis 4:15).
When Adam was one hun dred and thirty years old, another son
was born to him and Eve. They named him Seth. They hoped that
he would be the man prom ised by God.
Seth, of course, was not the great Deliv erer (seed) who would
one day destroy Satan. But Jesus, who was that seed, was born of
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the fam ily of Seth, even though this hap pened thou sands of years
later.
Hope, joy, and peace come to us through God’s prom ise that
the time is com ing when sor row and dying, sin and pain shall all
be gone for ever. Mes siah’s king dom shall con quer all the things
that bring ill health and unhap pi ness to all peo ple. And then
God’s will shall be done on earth as fully as it is now done in
heaven (Mat thew 6:10). The plan of God is rea son able and har mo ni ous and he will bring it to pass.

The time is coming when sorrow and dying shall be gone forever.
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Lesson 15

Sons of God, Daughters of Men
The sons of God saw that the daugh ters of men were
beau ti ful, and they mar ried any of them they chose.—
Gen e sis 6:2

L

ong before the cre ation of man kind angels were cre ated.
.Most of these angels were happy to serve God and enjoy the
many bless ings bestowed upon them. When God and the Logos
formed the earth and placed Adam upon it to be its ruler, the
angels sang with hap pi ness! Here would be more beings—Adam
and his mil lions of chil dren—in the won der ful uni ver sal fam ily of
God.
But there was one spirit being who was not pleased with God’s
plan. His name was Luci fer (Son of the morn ing, Day Star) and he
was hand some and tal ented. He would have been a great help
work ing along with God and the Logos in their excit ing pro jects.
Unfor tu nately, Luci fer did not desire to coop er ate with his Cre ator. He was ambi tious and jeal ous and won dered why the Logos
should have such an impor tant part in the uni verse (Isa iah 14:1214).
He became rebel lious. A few of the angels would fol low him,
but just a few would not help much. Then Adam and Eve were
cre ated. Chil dren would be born until the planet earth would be
filled with peo ple. Per haps Luci fer thought: “Here will be a large
num ber of indi vid u als who will not know as much as the angels do
about God and his love. They might accept me as their god.”
Then a ter ri ble thing hap pened. Luci fer, who came to be
known as Satan (which means adver sary, hater, enemy of good)
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caused Adam and Eve to sin against God. He tempted Eve to eat
of the for bid den fruit by lying to her that she would not surely die
(Gen e sis 3:4).
It was pos si ble for angels to mate ri al ize at that time, and many
of them did mate ri al ize so they could marry the daugh ters of men.
God saw that it would be good for man kind to have expe ri ence
with sin and evil, so he per mit ted Satan and his fol low ers, the
fallen angels, to con tinue in their dis obe di ent ways. This expe ri ence with sin will help man kind choose righ teous ness in the Mil len nial age for they will have learned sin’s dread ful results.

Lucifer was handsome, talented, and not pleased with God’s plan.
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Lesson 16

While the Ark was Preparing
The L ORD then said to Noah … I have found you righ t eous in this gen er a tion.—Gen e sis 7:1

T

he angel-men and their human wives had chil dren called
nephilim (giants). They were much stron ger than the other
boys because their fathers were angels. Their minds were clever,
but they did not spend their time think ing of better ways to serve
God. Instead they thought of cun ning schemes to enable them to
rule the earth.
God watched man kind for hun dreds of years, see ing them
become more and more wicked and vio lent. Finally only eight
peo ple on earth were worth sav ing. All the other fam i lies had
inter mar ried with the angelic stock which was con trary to God’s
will. The father of this excep tional fam ily was named Noah.
He and his wife had three sons—Shem, Ham, and Japheth—and
each of the sons had a wife.
Noah was given exact instruc tions for build ing an ark (boat)
which would save him and his fam ily and some of each of the ani mals and birds from the com ing flood. Since it had never rained
upon the earth up to that time, every one laughed to see Noah
build ing a boat on dry land!
The earth was like a great green house. Plant life grew in the
warm, moist cli mate; there were no sea sons. When the ring of
water that sur rounded the earth broke, the rains poured down in
great tor rents to become the great flood the Bible tells us about
(Gen e sis 2:5,6 and 7:18).
The ark was a pecu liar and enor mous struc ture, approxi mately
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five hun dred feet long, eighty feet wide, and fifty feet high. It
had three sto ries and was built of gopher wood; pitch was used
to make it water tight. An open ing for light and ven ti la tion ran
around the four sides just under the eaves. Noah was told how to
shape the ark so the flood would not smash it.
Since the ark was not built for nav i ga tion but merely as a float,
no room was taken up by steer ing appa ra tus. This would allow
much more room for the ani mal pens and for stor age of food and
water.

Noah was told how to shape the ark so the flood would not smash it.
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Lesson 17

Nephilim Destroyed
God did not spare angels when they sinned.—2 Peter 2:4

A

ll of Adam’s fam ily died because he sinned by being disobe .dient to God’s com mand. That family includes all of the
human beings who were ever born on the earth, and each of them
will be made alive again because Jesus died for them.
But there is one class of beings who died that will not be res ur rected because their fathers were not chil dren of Adam. They
were the dis obe di ent angels. Jesus did not die for the angels nor
for the chil dren of angels (called nephilim).
Life is a won der ful bless ing, but God never in tended for
nephilim to come into being. When the flood destroyed them,
they died for ever. They would not fit into a king dom where no
one will hurt or destroy (Isa iah 65:25), where every one will live
by the Golden Rule, and peace and good will shall pre vail.
The mothers of the nephilim will be resur rected in the earthly
king dom because they were daugh ters of men—daugh ters in
Adam’s human fam ily. The angel fathers had been alive in
heaven before Adam was cre ated and were not sen tenced to
death because of Adam’s sin.
After the flood, the dis obe di ent angels (who had become so
wicked) were no lon ger wel come back into heaven nor could they
stay on the earth as humans. They were cast into Tartarus (a
name for earth’s atmo sphere). God restrained or lim ited their
pow ers so that their abil ity to mate ri al ize and asso ci ate with
human ity was gone (Jude 6).
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They may, how ever, act through any who invite their com pan ion ship, but they can do no more. They have no honor, no dig nity, no favor from God. We asso ci ate them with spirit medi ums,
false gods, and many other forms of the occult.
We should have no deal ings what ever with these occult sys tems. In due time they will be judged in righ teous ness. This
means that never again will Satan and his cohorts be per mit ted
to deceive man kind.

All human beings who die will be made alive again because of Jesus.
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Lesson 18

The End of That Age
By these waters also the world of that time was deluged
and destroyed.—2 Peter 3:6

P

eo ple die and peo ple are born, but the earth lasts for ever
(Eccle si as tes 1:4). God had a rea son for cre at ing the earth—
he formed it for man kind to live on for ever (Isa iah 45:18). The
wicked ones were destroyed in the flood but the planet earth
remained. The flood water set tled into lakes and rivers, and dry
land was again vis i ble. The First Dis pen sa tion had ended and
another age had begun.
The First Dis pen sa tion lasted from the time of Adam’s cre ation
to the begin ning of the flood—a period of 1,656 years. Dur ing
that time the angels watched over man kind, but they brought so
much wick ed ness to the world that God would not let them con tinue.
The Sec ond Dis pen sa tion is known as the “pres ent evil world.”
It is divided into the Patri ar chal, Jew ish, and Gos pel ages.
Fol low ing the flood the Patri ar chal age began. It lasted until the
death of Jacob. At that time God’s deal ings and favors were only
with a few indi vid u als. Some of these were Noah, Abra ham,
Isaac, and Jacob. The patri archs were counted per fect because of
their faith in God and not because they were actu ally per fect as
Adam had been.
God changed Jacob’s name to Israel—his twelve sons and their
fam i lies became the tribes of Israel. At his death, the Jew ish age
began when God dealt only with the Jews (the nation of Israel).
The Gos pel age started with the first advent of Jesus. When its
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work is com plete, the Mil len nial age will begin, which also starts
the Third Dis pen sa tion—the ages to come. God’s plan of the ages
devel ops slowly, but it surely will come to pass. The earth will
be made glo ri ous and restored to all that was lost in Eden and
redeemed at Cal vary.
Cal vary was a hill not far from the walls of Jeru sa lem where
Jesus was cru ci fied and bur ied. Since the hill was shaped like a
skull, it was called cal vary, a word that means skull.

The earth itself was not destroyed in the flood.
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Lesson 19

The Rainbow Pledge
Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood;
never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.—
Gen e sis 9:11

W

hen the rain stopped and the land was dry ing out, Noah
and his fam ily and the ani mals went out of the ark. They
built an altar and offered sac ri fices to God to thank him for his
lov ing care over them.
No one had seen a rain bow before the flood, for the sun’s rays
could not come directly through the watery enve lope around the
earth. But when the enve lope broke, the sun shin ing through the
fine vapors caused a beau ti ful rain bow—the first one ever! It was
a sym bol of God’s prom ise to Noah and to all mankind that the
whole earth would never again be overcome by a flood of water
(Gen e sis 9:13,15).
Many changes were brought about by the flood. Gen e sis 9:2
tells of the first time that the ani mals feared man; Gen e sis 9:3 that
ani mals could be killed for meat. And in Gen e sis 9:21 we are told
that grape juice changed to wine. Noah had not expected this.
Sci ence tells us that the earth had been like a green house. It
had been damp and warm and the same tem per a ture every where. The flood caused great changes—around the North and
South Poles the weather turned exceed ingly cold, and around the
equa tor the weather became hot.
It hap pened rap idly. An ante lope was eat ing green grass in
north ern Sibe ria. Sud denly the water around it turned into ice
and the ante lope froze to death. When it was found, green grass
38

was still in its stom ach—undi gested! In the same way, a huge
crea ture was found imbed ded in ice with veg e ta tion still in its
mouth and stom ach. Hundreds of ele phant tusks have been
found in the same area even though today it is a place where
grass can not grow and these types of ani mals can not live.
This sud den huge downpouring of water pro duced the great ice
fields and ice moun tains of the arc tic regions. The move ment of
the gla ciers cut deeply into the earth’s sur face caus ing tre men dous changes. This is referred to as the Ice Age or Gla cial Period
by sci en tists.
The Bible is pre cious to us because it is the Word of God, but it
is also remark able because it is the world’s old est text book.

The first rainbow was not seen until after the flood
because light could not break through.
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Lesson 20

Demigods of Greece and Egypt
We did not fol low clev erly invented sto ries when we told
you about the power and com ing of our Lord Jesus
Christ.—2 Peter 1:16

T

here are many fairy tales and fables that we have read and
enjoyed, know ing that they are not true sto ries. There are
also many myths from the ancient Greeks and Romans which
are inter est ing to read, but are also just imag i nary. These sto ries
often have a les son in them.
The Greeks and Romans really believed the myths at that time,
think ing that Bac chus, Ceres, Apollo and oth ers were actual gods
and god desses. Gifts of sac ri fice were burned in their honor, and
spe cial acts were per formed to please these imag i nary gods. Peo ple prayed to them—ask ing for good crops, strength, hap pi ness,
etc.
We know that Jeho vah, the Almighty Cre ator of the uni verse, is
the only true God. Where did the idea of these other gods come
from?
The word god means a mighty one—strong and power ful. There
have been many strong and power ful per sons, good and bad. The
stron gest and most powerful indi vid u als who ever lived on earth
were the nephilim who were destroyed in the flood. They were
the demi gods of Greece and Egypt and the angels who mate ri al ized were the gods.
Demi means half or lesser. So the demi gods were less than the
angels, who were the gods. They were more than humans
because of their angelic fathers. They were a hybrid race which
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had not been autho rized by God. Hybrid means the off spring of
two ani mals or plants of dif fer ent breeds or spe cies.
The gods and demi gods did many super nat u ral things to gain
power among the peo ple. They had this power because of their
angelic back ground. Their mighty and wicked deeds were told
about long after they them selves were gone. Their fool ish and
sin ful acts were admired and imi tated by some men who con sid ered the giants as gods.
In the tombs of the Egyp tian pha raohs there are lists of names
of some of the fam i lies, begin ning with the cre ation of man. One
list includes the names of Adam and his sons, his grand sons, etc.,
all the way down to the Pharaoh who had the list writ ten. Most
of the lists, how ever, have extra names of indi vid u als who were
not really a part of Adam’s fam ily. These would be the giants, or
nephilim.

The gods of mythology are really the fallen angels.
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Lesson 21

From Adam to Moses
The L ORD said to him [Moses] … I will help you speak
and will teach you what to say.—Exo dus 4:11,12

W

hen the Greek, Herodotus, wrote his his tory book, he gave
the same infor ma tion as that which was writ ten on the
Abydos Tab let. When the Egyp tian, Manetho, wrote his his tory
book, he also used these same facts. When the great prophet of
Jeho vah, Moses, wrote the first five books of the Bible, he was
famil iar with the best sources of his tor i cal infor ma tion.
The Abydos Tab let, a slab on which records were kept of Pha raohs and kings, was found in the tomb of Pha raoh Seti I. It is not
as long a list as some of the oth ers, yet Seti took great care to pre serve it. He sank a shaft sixty feet deep through solid rock and
there his stone masons cut out a stair case on which the Tab let
is por trayed. An exact copy of it is in the Brit ish Museum today.
Although Moses had been born a poor Hebrew boy, God
arranged that he would be adopted by an Egyp tian prin cess. In
the pal ace he learned all the wisdom of the Egyp tians.
To be used in God’s ser vice, Moses received the fin est edu ca tion from the best schools in Egypt, as well as all that his Hebrew
mother could tell him of God’s mar vel ous lead ings and care for
his peo ple. Moses’ mother knew well the his tory of her people.
She had heard it from Moses’ father, who had heard the story
from the patri arch Levi, who had heard it from his grand fa ther,
Isaac, who (with his father, Abra ham) had heard the story from
Noah’s son, Shem, who had heard it from Methu se lah, who had
heard the story from Adam.
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When he was a young man, Moses chose to serve God and be
counted among his peo ple, even though they were in bond age to
the Egyp tians. In doing so, he gave up the riches and plea sures of
the com fort able life he had had in the pal ace.
Besides hav ing all the knowl edge of the best schools in Egypt,
and belong ing to the fam ily of God’s cho sen peo ple (thereby
know ing their his tory first hand), Moses was blessed by the great est advan tage of all: God guided and instructed him. What a
wonderful way for Moses to know what he should write in God’s
holy Bible!

Moses was adopted by an Egyptian princess.
43

Lesson 22

The Tower of Babel
[The city] was called Babel—because there the L ORD
con fused the lan guage of the whole world … [and] scat tered them over the face of the whole earth.—Gen e sis
11:9

N

oah and his fam ily praised God for his jus tice and power.
They were glad for the rain bow which was a sign to them
from God that there never again would be such a flood.
But as the years passed, many began to for get what God had
done for man kind. When they saw the rain bow in the sky, they
did not think of Noah or God or the prom ise. Because the peo ple
had lost con fi dence in God, they began to build a great tower.
They thought if they built a tower so tall, it would reach up to
heaven, it would save them from any flood of waters in the future.
God saw what they were doing but did not want them to com plete
the tower. He con fused their language so they could not under stand one another (see Gen e sis 11:4-8).
How odd it must have been to want to talk to your neigh bor
and sud denly your words were com pletely strange to him, just as
his words were strange to you. Per haps he was speak ing Hebrew
and you were speak ing Arabic, and some one else was speak ing
Greek, or Ethi o pian.
This effec tively stopped the build ing of the tower so they could
not work together any more. It also scat tered people to var i ous
parts of the earth. This is what God wanted them to do, so that all
of the earth would eventu ally become popu lated.
The unfin ished tower fell into ruins and noth ing is left now but
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a huge hole which is used as a place to dig out build ing stones,
such as mar ble and lime stone. When stand ing, the tower had
many plat forms, one on top of the other, each smaller than the
one below.
Today the lan guage bar ri ers are break ing down and the ten dency of human ity is to reunite for pro tec tion. There are many
peo ple who speak more than one lan guage. There are also those
who act as inter pret ers between speak ers of dif fer ent lan guages.
This allows meet ings and con fer ences to be held with the peo ple
of many coun tries par tic i pat ing.

The people began to build a great tower
because they had lost confidence in God.
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Lesson 23

Abraham, God’s Friend
The L ORD had said to Abram … all peo ples on earth will
be blessed through you.—Gen e sis 12:1,3

A

bra ham became the friend of God because of his great faith
(James 2:3). He fol lowed God’s instruc tions to leave his own
coun try and go to Canaan. Abra ham became heir to the prom ise
of our text: “Through you all peoples on earth will be blessed.”
This is called the Abrahamic cov e nant. A cov e nant is an agree ment or con tract between two or more indi vid u als or par ties. God
had changed Abram’s name to Abra ham because he would
become the father of many na tions (Gen e sis 17:5).
Many sto ries in the Old Tes ta ment are pic tures of things that
will hap pen later—and on a larger scale. These sto ries are called
types, and the things which hap pen later are called anti types.
Types help us under stand God’s plans and pur poses.
Abra ham’s beloved wife, Sarah, waited and waited to have a
child (Isaac), just as the Abrahamic cov e nant had to wait and
wait for the Mes siah, Jesus, to be born and begin the work of that
cov e nant.
Rebekah rep re sented (or typ i fied) the 144,000 saints, the
church, because she was Isaac’s bride and the mother of his
children. The church is called the Bride of Christ, and will help
him res ur rect and re store the world of man kind to per fect life in
the king dom.
The offer ing of Isaac in sac ri fice on Mount Moriah was a type
of the sac ri fice our Lord Jesus made for all man kind at Cal vary.
Just as Isaac was will ing to let his father, Abra ham, kill him in
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sacrifice, so Jesus was a will ing sac ri fice when he was hung on the
cross. God intervened for Isaac and pro vided a ram as a sub sti tute sac ri fice. Not so with our Lord Jesus because his per fect
human life was a nec es sary sac ri fice for the life of Adam.
Hagar rep re sented the Law Cov e nant because she was a ser vant in Abra ham’s house hold and mother of his child, Ishmael.
The Law Cov e nant served a pur pose in God’s plan by help ing the
Isra el ites real ize their need of a sav ior; since they were imper fect,
they could not keep a per fect law.
Ishmael was like the nation of Israel. He was a part of Abra ham’s house hold, but he was not the prom ised seed. The nation
of Israel is a part of God’s plan, but not the heav enly seed, which
is Christ and the church.

Offering Isaac in sacrifice was a type of the death of our Lord Jesus.
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Lesson 24

The Destruction of Sodom
This was the sin of … Sodom. … She and her daugh ters
were arro gant, over fed and uncon cerned; they did not
help the poor and needy.—Ezekiel 16:49

T

he peo ple of Sodom lived in a rich val ley. They did not have
to work as hard as oth ers to have good crops and become
pros per ous. They had many lux u ries; they became idle and full
of pride and self ish ness and extremely wicked.
God saw that it would be better for the So d om ites in the res ur rec tion if he destroyed them before they became even more
wicked. There were only four peo ple in Sodom who were righ teous: Lot, his wife, and their two daugh ters. Two angels were
sent to warn Lot’s fam ily of the com ing disas ter. Lot then warned
oth ers to escape, but they merely laughed at him.
Appar ently an earth quake took place in the val ley caus ing
shift ing and press ing down of the earth onto the oil, sul fur, salt,
and gases under the earth’s sur face. A tre men dous explo sion
occurred which destroyed the entire city, as well as the city of
Gomor rah and other cit ies nearby.
Tons of fiery oil, sulfur, and gases were expelled into the atmo sphere. The two angels helped Lot, his wife, and daugh ters, to
flee the city. But Lot’s wife, evi dently not want ing to give up her
home and all her trea sures, lin gered and looked back. She was
caught in the “rain” of salt and was com pletely cov ered, mak ing a
kind of pil lar. This is one of the strange sto ries from the Bible that
many have thought to be a myth, but research ers have proven it
to be a fact (Gen e sis 19:24-26).
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The destruc tion of the Sod om ites is an exam ple of what
happens to sin ners (all of man kind) at death. Death—the absence
of life—and not eter nal tor ment is the pen alty for sin (Romans
6:23).
The Bible teaches that the peo ple who lived in Sodom are not
hope lessly lost. Rather, in the Mil len nial age, they will have an
oppor tu nity to hear of God’s great plan of sal va tion for all. They
will have a chance to accept God’s laws and rejoice in his truth,
just as will all those who have not had an oppor tu nity before hand to do so. These Sod om ites will actu ally be judged less
severely in the king dom than those who were able to see Jesus’
mir a cles and hear his words, yet re jected his mes sage (Mat thew
10:15).

Death and not eternal torment is the penalty for sin.
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Lesson 25

Melchizedek, Priest and King
The L ORD has sworn and will not change his mind: You
are a priest for ever, in the order of Melchizedek.—Psalm
110:4

M

elchizedek was a priest of God and at the same time he was
the king of Salem, a word which means peace. Salem was
later called Jeru sa lem. As a king he ruled the peo ple, and as a
priest he blessed them and taught them of God’s ways. Abra ham
acknowl edged Melchizedek and paid tithes to him (a tenth of all
his goods).
The Bible tells us lit tle about Melchizedek. It is stated that he
was with out father or mother and without begin ning of days or
end of years. This is puz zling until we real ize that it is refer ring
to his posi tion as priest and king. No record was made of him as
to when his priest hood began, nor was any pro vi sion made for a
suc ces sor. In this way he was a pic ture of the Mes siah in the Mil len nial age.
There are other priests in the Bible, and also other kings, but
only Melchizedek held both these posi tions at the same time. In
the king dom, the 144,000 mem bers of the church with their head,
Jesus, will be like Melchi ze dek. They will rule the world and they
will bless the peo ple and teach them God’s ways—they will act as
priests and kings.
It is pos si ble that Melchizedek was one of the Shep herd kings
who peace fully ruled Egypt and built the Great Pyr a mid of Giza.
That pyr a mid is one of the seven won ders of the ancient world.
It was built about 2170 B.C . It is located on the Nile River near
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Cairo, Egypt, in the geo graph ical cen ter of the land sur face of the
whole world. This enor mous struc ture cov ers thir teen acres and is
referred to in the Bible in Isa iah 19:19,20.
There are many fas ci nat ing things we can learn about the
pyramid which sup port the plan of God. Its inte rior pas sages
represent all of human his tory. The down ward pas sage pic tures
the course of sin and death; the upward pas sages rep re sent the
Law age, the Gos pel age, the king dom glory of the church, and
human res ti tu tion. Its mea sure ments indi cate the length of the
year, the weight of the earth, the dis tance to the sun, and many
other sci en tific facts.

It is possible Melchizedek built the Great Pyramid of Giza.
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Lesson 26

Job’s Adversity and Restitution
The L ORD gave and the L ORD has taken away; may the
name of the L ORD be praised.—Job 1:21

A

bout the time of Melchizedek and Abra ham there also lived a
.man named Job. Job was a good man of great wealth, learn ing, and influ ence. He loved and rev er enced God and appre ci ated jus tice, and God loved him. Job and his wife had seven sons
and three daugh ters.
A mer chant prince, Job was con sid ered to be one of the great
men of his time, yet he thought of the widows and orphans and
was gen er ous to them. Satan told God that Job loved him only
because he had been so greatly blessed. So God allowed Satan to
test Job.
Sud denly ter ri ble disas ters came upon Job—his chil dren,
wealth, influ ence, and health were all taken from him. In spite of
all that hap pened, Job’s faith did not waver. He said, “Though he
slay me, yet will I hope in him.” Job’s wife did not share his trust
and said to him, “Curse God and die” (Job 13:15; 2:9).
Three friends came to visit Job and com fort him in his tri als, but
they, too, felt that Job was to blame for all the misfor tunes that
had come upon him. They said that he must surely have sinned
against God. Job is remem bered to this day for his great patience,
yet at one point, his tri als were so heavy and severe that he
wished he were asleep in sheol (a Hebrew word mean ing grave)
and asked only that he would be remem bered in the res ur rec tion.
Even tu ally God brought bless ings again to Job. He received
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more than he ever had before (Job 42:10). What a beau ti ful pic ture this is of the his tory of man kind!
Man was removed from his per fect gar den home and sud denly
found him self hav ing to work hard to have enough to eat. In the
Mil len nial age human ity will be restored to all that they have had,
and even more! The curse of sin and death will be removed and
the bless ings of God will flow to the human fam ily for a thou sand
years, giv ing life to all who have gone into death, and mul ti ply ing
the bless ings of the earth more than dou ble.

Terrible disasters came upon Job but his faith did not waver.
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Lesson 27

Seeking a Bride for Isaac
The L ORD … will send his angel with you and make your
jour ney a suc cess, so that you can get a wife for my son
from my own clan and from my father’s fam ily.—Gen e sis
24:40

A

bra ham had been will ing to sac ri fice his son, Isaac, on
.Mount Moriah but could not under stand God’s rea son for
ask ing him to do what must have seemed to be a ter ri ble thing.
His faith and trust in God were rewarded when a ram was pro vided as a sac ri fice instead of Isaac—he would not have to kill his
son after all!
A pic ture had been made: Abra ham rep re sented God and Isaac
rep re sented Jesus, the son who was to be sac ri ficed for the life of
the whole world. When God told Abra ham to raise Isaac from the
altar, it was a pic ture of Jesus being raised from the dead.
After Sarah died, Abra ham sent his trusted ser vant, Elea zar, to
find a bride for Isaac. He was to go to Haran where most of Abra ham’s fam ily still lived and select a girl from his own peo ple.
Eleazar took ten cam els and many ser vants with him, as well as
beau ti ful gifts for the girl and her fam ily. This is a pic ture of God
send ing his holy spirit to choose a bride for his son, Jesus. This
“bride” will con sist of 144,000 mem bers.
When Eleazar and his ser vant reached Haran, they were tired,
hun gry, and thirsty. Eleazar had prayed that the girl who would
give him a drink of water and also water his cam els would be the
one God had cho sen for Isaac.
Rebekah was a lovely girl, young and pure, and she wor 54

shipped the one true God. After giv ing Eleazar, his ser vants, and
his cam els water from the well, she led them to her father’s home
where they were given food and lodg ing.
When Rebekah’s mother and brother heard Eleazar’s mes sage,
they wanted her to stay home sev eral days before going to Isaac.
But Eleazar felt they should leave the next morn ing and Rebekah,
with no hes i ta tion, said she was will ing to go.
It was eve ning when Rebekah neared her new home and saw
Isaac in the field. She got down off the camel, cov ered her self
with a veil, and went to him. Together they rep re sent Christ and
his church who will res ur rect and rule over the world of man kind
in the next age. Gen e sis chap ter 24 tells us this beau ti ful story.

Rebekah was a lovely girl who worshipped the one true God.
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Lesson 28

Jacob’s Ladder Dream
He saw a stair way rest ing on the earth, with its top reach ing to heaven, and the angels of God were ascend ing and
descend ing on it.—Gen e sis 28:12

J

acob and Esau were twin broth ers, but they nei ther looked nor
acted alike. Esau was born first and was a strong, ath letic boy;
he enjoyed hunt ing more than any thing else in the world. Jacob
was quiet and gen tle. He often thought of God and his prom ises
and knew he wanted God’s bless ing more than any thing else.
One day when Esau came home from hunt ing, he was ex tremely hun gry. Jacob was cook ing a thick veg e ta ble and meat
stew called pot tage which looked and smelled deli cious. Esau
begged Jacob to give him some.
Jacob had always real ized the great value of the prom ise God
had made to Abra ham and then to Isaac. He felt it was more
impor tant than the earthly riches which were also part of a first born son’s inher i tance. He asked Esau to give him his birth right
prom ise in exchange for the pot tage. Esau cared lit tle for God’s
prom ises at the time; he was only inter ested in some thing to eat
so he agreed to the exchange.
Later Jacob deceived Isaac, who was now blind, into be liev ing
he was Esau so his father would give him the bless ing. When Esau
found out, he wanted to kill Jacob, for now the birth right seemed
more valu able than when he sold it.
Jacob fled from Esau’s anger. That night he found a quiet place
and, using a stone for a pil low, wrapped him self in his warm cloak
and went to sleep. God encour aged Jacob by giv ing him a dream.
56

In the dream he saw a flight of steps ris ing from earth to
heaven. It was crowded with angels com ing and going. At its top
end he saw the God of glory and heard him speak. God assured
him that he had secured his father Isaac’s bless ing and God now
rec og nized Jacob as the legal heir to the great Abrahamic prom ise.
The dream was a pic ture of the ful fill ment of this prom ise made
to Abra ham (Gen e sis 28:14 and Acts 3:25). It will bring about,
once again, peace and fel low ship between heaven and earth,
between God and man.

Jacob’s dream assured him God was hearing his prayers.
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Lesson 29

Joseph’s Coat Identified
They got Joseph’s robe, slaugh tered a goat and dipped
the robe in the blood. They took the orna mented robe
back to their father.—Gen e sis 37:31,32

J

acob had become the father of twelve sons. The old est son was
Reu ben who was kind but not wise. Sim eon was clever, but
not kind. Each of the sons was quite dif fer ent from the oth ers.
Joseph and Benjamin were the youn gest and still at home while
the ten other broth ers were tend ing the flocks. Jacob espe cially
loved Joseph and made him a beau ti ful coat of many colors. The
older boys became jealous of Joseph and when he had two
dreams which seemed to indi cate that all of the fam ily would
some day bow down to him and he (Joseph) would bless them, it
only made them more jeal ous.
One day Joseph went out to the fields to bring mes sages and
food to his broth ers from their father. The broth ers could see him
com ing and they plot ted to get rid of him. The cruel broth ers sold
him as a slave to a car a van of Ishmaelite mer chants on their way
to Egypt. Then they killed a goat and smeared Joseph’s beau ti ful
coat with its blood. When they gave Jacob the coat, he thought
exactly what they wanted him to think: Joseph had been killed by
a wild beast.
Jacob was heart bro ken and bit ter—no one could com fort him.
He cried, “In mourn ing will I go down to the grave [sheol] to my
son” (Gen e sis 37:35).
This is the first use of the word sheol in the Bible and it is the
only word trans lated hell in the Old Tes ta ment, King James ver 58
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sion. Jacob did not think of his beloved son as hav ing gone to a
place of eter nal tor ture. He knew of no such place. Some teach
that because sheol is trans lated hell in the com mon ver sion it
means a place of ever last ing pun ish ment, yet the words “hell,”
“grave,” and “pit,” were used inter change ably as a trans la tion
of sheol in the Old Tes ta ment. Bible schol ars now agree that it
simply means tomb or grave.
In the New Tes ta ment the word which means tomb or grave is
hades. Some mod ern trans la tors leave sheol and hades un trans lated (such as the Revised Stan dard Ver sion). One of the mean ings of the word hell is “a place that is cov ered or hid den.” There
is nei ther eter nal fire nor ever last ing tor ment asso ci ated with
either sheol or hades.

Joseph’s brothers sold him as a slave to Ishmaelite merchants.
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Lesson 30

Joseph Sold Into Egypt
You intended to harm me, but God intended it for
good.—Gen e sis 50:20

G

od was watch ing over Joseph. His tri als and dif fi cul ties were
help ing him develop a char ac ter that would eventu ally bring
him a posi tion of honor in Egypt sec ond only to the Pha raoh!
Pha raoh had two dreams which Joseph inter preted to mean
there would be seven years of plenty and seven years when food
would not grow. Joseph directed the peo ple to store up enough
grain in the first seven years to carry them through the fam ine
years.
The fam ine also affected Joseph’s fam ily in Canaan. When
they had no more food to eat, ten of Jacob’s sons came to Egypt
to buy grain. They were com pletely unaware that they were deal ing with their brother whom they had sold into slav ery so many
years before.
Joseph was kind to them, although he did not let them know
who he was, inquir ing about their fam ily, and giv ing them grain.
He told them the fam ine would con tinue and they would be need ing more grain. He also said when they came again, to bring with
them their youn gest brother, Benjamin, to prove they were not
spies.
Jacob at first refused to let Benjamin go, but as the fam ine
wors ened, he finally said they could take him. But, he said, if
Benjamin did not come back, it would mean his death: “You will
bring my gray head down to the grave [sheol] in sor row” (Gen e sis
42:38).
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This is the sec ond occur rence in the Bible of the word sheol,
which means the tomb, but mis trans lated hell thirty-one times in
the King James version. It did not even come into Jacob’s mind
that his sons would be in a place of burn ing tor ment and that
he would join them there—this is a God-dis hon or ing doc trine.
No, Jacob expected to be uncon scious in death, out of exis tence,
when he spoke those words.
Joseph was a type of Jesus who was also rejected by his breth ren (the Jew ish nation), but was even tu ally exalted to a place of
honor and glory next to the heav enly Father. And, just as Joseph
gave bread to the Egyp tian peo ple, so Jesus will give the bread of
ever last ing life to the will ing and obe di ent in the next age. What a
beau ti ful pic ture this is!

Joseph was a type of Jesus who was also rejected by his brethren.
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Lesson 31

Joseph and His Brethren
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each
other, just as in Christ God forgave you.—Ephesians 4:32

W

hen the broth ers returned to Egypt with Benjamin, Joseph
had a feast pre pared for them. This aston ished the broth ers
and made them fear ful for they did not know what he had in
mind. Finally, Joseph sent his ser vants away and told his broth ers
that he was their brother whom they had sold into slav ery. He
assured them of his for give ness and ex plained that God had
caused all his hard experi ences to work out for good. Now he was
able to save his fam ily, as well as all the Egyp tians, from starv ing
to death.
The broth ers were over joyed! They all wept and hugged each
other and could hardly believe that this was truly their brother.
Joseph asked about his father and told them to bring him and all
their fam i lies to Egypt where there was plenty of stored grain for
all. Pha raoh gave them the land of Goshen, the best land for rais ing animals.
So Jacob, now called Israel, lived in Goshen, and his peo ple
began to pros per. They had many chil dren and became a great
nation. Joseph said to his brothers, “God turned into good what
you meant for evil” (Gen e sis 50:20, Liv ing Bible).
Joseph pic tures Christ and his church. These have endured
and over come their tri als and lived accord ing to God’s com mands to the best of their abil ity. This will bring them the high est
king dom hon ors. Joseph’s breth ren rep re sented the Jews, the
Egyp tians pic tured the rest of man kind. Both Jews and Gen tiles
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will be blessed because of the glo ri ous exal ta tion of Mes siah (Isa iah 25:6-9).
Joseph, in his dying request, wanted the Isra el ites to carry his
bones with them when they returned to Canaan. The fam i lies of
Israel lived in Egypt for four hun dred and thirty years when Moses
came on the scene to lead them back to their home land.
We see how Joseph trusted God because of his knowl edge of
the prom ise made to Abra ham. So also it was with all the wor thy
ones of the past, and the same prin ci ple holds true today!

Joseph told his brothers he was their brother
whom they sold into slavery.
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Lesson 32

Moses the Deliverer
I will take you as my own peo ple, and I will be your God.
Then you will know that I am the L ORD your God, who
brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyp tians.—
Exo dus 6:7

W

hen Jacob died, the age of patri archs such as Noah, Abra ham, and Isaac was over, which meant the end of God’s
special favor to individuals. His favor was now with the nation of
Israel. All the fam i lies had grown large; they were called “the
twelve tribes of Israel.”
The fam i lies con tin ued to grow until the Egyp tians became
wor ried that the Isra el ites would become too pow er ful, per haps
even tak ing over their coun try. They made slaves of the Hebrew
peo ple and worked them hard, but still they mul ti plied. So an
order went out that all the Hebrew babies were to be killed.
When Moses was three months old, he was placed in the lit tle
cov ered bas ket his mother made and set afloat in the Nile River.
His older sis ter, Mir iam, watched over him from among the reeds
along the river bank.
There he was found by the Egyp tian prin cess and brought to
the pal ace of her father, who was Pha raoh, to be reared as an
Egyp tian. Moses’ own mother was asked to care for him—surely
she could feel that her prayers for the safety of her lit tle son had
been answered.
Moses received an excel lent edu ca tion in “all the learn ing of
the Egyp tians,” as well as the instruc tion he would have had from
his Hebrew mother. But Moses could not enjoy the hon ors he had
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in Egypt because of the way his peo ple were being per se cuted.
Even tu ally he killed an Egyp tian while de fend ing a mis treated
Isra el ite and fled to the land of Midian. He became a shep herd
and lived there for forty years.
When God was ready for the Isra el ites to leave Egypt, he ap pointed Moses to lead them. His brother, Aaron, was appointed
to speak for the Isra el ites in Pha raoh’s court.
This com mis sion was given to Moses at the burn ing bush. This
was a bush which appar ently was on fire, yet it did not burn up!
Moses had learned a great les son in humil ity while he lived in
Midian and now God could use him in his plans to have the Isra el ites return to Canaan. So Moses became the great leader and man
of God whom Pha raoh dreaded and the Hebrews needed (Acts
7:30-36).

Baby Moses was placed in a basket in the Nile River
and found by a princess.
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Lesson 33

Let My People Go
When I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destruc tive
plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.—Exo dus
12:13

L

et my peo ple go! Time and again Moses and Aaron went to
.Pha raoh with this mes sage from God. But Pha raoh had no
inten tion of los ing the Isra el ites; they were slaves and worked
hard for the Egyp tians. More bricks were made while this Pha raoh was king than at any other time in the his tory of Egypt. The
Egyp tian task mas ters pushed the Isra el ites to work harder than
ever, think ing this would keep them from rebel lion.
Of course God knew the con di tion of his people. He sent var i ous plagues to force Pha raoh to let the peo ple go. The Nile River
was turned into blood, thou sands of frogs left the river and went
into the homes—into beds, ovens, and even the bread dough!
When the frogs died, there were lice, then there were flies every where. The Egyp tian ani mals con tracted a deadly dis ease, the
Egyp tian peo ple were cov ered with boils, hail fell from heaven to
ruin the land, and mil lions of locusts ate every bit of veg e ta tion
the hail had left. Dark ness then cov ered all of Egypt—a dark ness
so thick it could be felt! Still Pha raoh would not let the Isra el ites
go.
Finally the Isra el ites were instructed to select a lamb—a male,
not over a year old, and with no blem ishes of any kind. On the
four teenth of the month of Nisan they were to kill and roast the
lamb whole with bit ter herbs. In the mean time, they were to pack
their belong ings, gather their flocks and herds, and get every thing
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ready for a jour ney. God would send an angel of death through out the land of Egypt and the first born male in every house hold
would die.
The Hebrews would be spared if they took the blood of the lamb
and sprin kled it on the doorposts and lin tels of their houses. This
would be a sign to the angel to pass over that home.
At mid night the angel of God passed through out the land of
Egypt and every first born male died, both of men and ani mals.
The one thing Pha raoh loved more than him self was his son
whose death was a ter ri ble blow to him. He called Moses and told
him to leave Egypt at once and take all the Isra el ites with him.

The death angel did not strike the Israelites
because they were “under the blood.”
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Lesson 34

Israel’s Wilderness Experiences
Our fore fa thers ate the manna in the desert; as it is writ ten: He gave them bread from heaven to eat.—John 6:31

A

t last the Isra el ites were free from their slav ery. They began
.the long trek through the desert to the land of Canaan. God
led them by day with a cloud and by night with a pil lar of fire. The
Isra el ites were taught many les sons of faith dur ing the forty years
they wan dered in the wil der ness.
Every night God sent manna for them to eat. It took time and
patience every morn ing to gather and pre pare the small grains.
Each per son was allowed an omer, about seven pints. The manna
would spoil after twenty-four hours except what ever was gath ered on the sixth day, which stayed fresh over the Sab bath.
In spite of all that God had done for them, the Isra el ites soon
became dis sat is fied with the manna. They cried for the fish of
Egypt as well as its cucum bers and onions and mel ons (Num bers
11:5,6). So God sent a wind from the sea and many birds (called
quail) flew with this wind. The quail grew tired from their long
flight; they flew low so the peo ple eas ily caught them. They ate
and ate and ate—so much that many became ill and some died.
At dif fer ent times the peo ple com plained to Moses because
there was no water to drink. He sweet ened the waters at Mar ah by
throw ing a par tic u lar tree into it. At other times he struck a rock
with his rod and water gushed forth to refresh the peo ple. What a
beau ti ful pic ture of the death of Jesus (smit ing the rock) with the
gush ing water pic tur ing the great river of truth that came forth
because of his death.
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Another expe ri ence was a plague of fiery ser pents. God told
Moses to make a ser pent of cop per and raise it up on a pole where
all could see it. When the peo ple looked at the cop per ser pent,
they were healed of their snake bites. The ser pents rep re sented
sin, which would bring death. God pro vided life for the sin-bit ten
world through the cru ci fix ion of Jesus. He was treated as a sin ner
so that all man kind might one day be freed from sin and death.
A man named Korah led a con spir acy against Moses’ lead er ship. The result was that Korah and those with him were swallowed
up in an earthquake. This is a picture of Satan and all the opponents of Mes siah per ish ing in the sec ond death in the next age.

The brazen serpent was a picture of the death of Jesus.
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Lesson 35

The Law Covenant at Mt. Sinai
If you fol low my decrees and are care ful to obey my com mands … I will walk among you and be your God, and
you will be my peo ple.—Levit i cus 26:3,12

T

he Isra el ites looked to Moses for guid ance. They com plained
to him when they were not pleased even though they found
that God’s bless ings always came through him. Moses was their
medi a tor. This is one who brings about friendly rela tions between
two par ties that do not agree. Moses explained God’s will to the
peo ple and begged God’s for give ness when they sinned against
his laws.
God gave the Isra el ites many rules or laws; the most im por tant
ones are called the Ten Com mand ments. Moses went up to Mt.
Sinai where God explained the law to him. Some were rules of
health: what foods to eat, what to do when there was sick ness;
oth ers told how to con duct busi ness fairly. And, most impor tantly, the law taught the peo ple how to deal with God and with
each other. All the peo ple agreed: “We will do every thing the
L ORD has said” (Exo dus 19:8).
The law was per fect and the Isra el ites, being imper fect, could
not keep it. God knew this but he allowed them to try as it would
help them real ize their need for a Sav ior. One of God’s great est
mer cies and kind nesses is his prom ise that in the king dom the
Isra el ites will be res ur rected and he will make a new cov e nant
with them. It will be eas ier for them to keep this New Cov e nant
and, if they do so, they will live for ever on earth.
Moses was the medi a tor between God and the Isra el ites in the
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wil der ness which pic tures The Christ (Christ and his church) as
medi a tor between God and man kind in the Mil len nial age.
The Ten Com mand ments (Exo dus 20:3-17):
1. You shall have no other gods before me.
2. You shall not make any graven image or idol to wor ship.
3. You shall not use the name of the L ORD God irrev er ently.
4. Remem ber the Sab bath Day to keep it holy.
5. Honor your father and your mother.
6. You shall not kill.
7. You shall not be unfaith ful to your hus band or your wife.
8. You shall not steal.
9. You shall not tell lies about other people.
10. You shall not have a strong desire for what belongs to others.

The Ten Commandments were given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai.
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Lesson 36

The Typical Tabernacle
Those sac ri fices are an annual reminder of sins, because
it is impos si ble for the blood of bulls and goats to take
away sins.—Hebrews 10:3,4

T

here are many les sons we can learn from the taber na cle. This
remark able tent of wor ship was built as God instructed
Moses. It had to be care fully made, for it was to be a pic ture of
God’s plan of the ages.
The peo ple were eager to help build the taber na cle. They
brought far more sil ver and gold and beau ti ful cloth than was
needed. The fin est art ists and most skilled crafts men put their
best efforts into mak ing it (Exo dus 12:35,36; 35:29-32; 36:5).
Every year, on the Day of Atone ment, a bull ock was sac ri ficed
on the altar in the out side court of the taber na cle. Although many
other sac ri fices were burned through out the year, this was a spe cial sac ri fice. It was the peo ple’s way of tell ing God they knew
they were sin ners and wanted to do better—they wanted to be his
peo ple.
The bull ock rep re sented Jesus’ human life and every thing that
hap pened to the bull ock later hap pened to the goat, which rep re sented the 144,000 mem bers of the church. Because Jesus vol un tarily died on the cross—a per fect man (Jesus) for a per fect man
(Adam)—all man kind will be res ur rected to life on earth and be
given an oppor tu nity to live for ever.
The Court, the Holy, and the Most Holy, the furni ture, the
priests, and the sac ri fices of the taber na cle illus trated the more
impor tant fea tures of the divine plan. The three items of fur ni ture
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in the holy were: the golden can dle stick, rep re sent ing the light
of truth; the table hold ing what was called the bread of the Pres ence, rep re sent ing the Old and New Tes ta ments; and the incense
altar, rep re sent ing the con se crated church class con tin u ally offer ing the incense of faith, love, and obe di ence to God.
The only piece of fur ni ture in the Most Holy was the Ark of the
Cov e nant. It was a box about the size of a cedar chest cov ered
with gold inside and out and had a lid made of solid gold. On the
lid were two golden angels and there was a bright light between
them that showed God was pres ent with his peo ple. Inside the ark
were the two tables of the law, Aaron’s rod that bud ded, and the
golden pot of manna that never spoiled. These were all pic tures
illus trat ing por tions of God’s great plan.

The tabernacle contains many pictures of the plan of God.
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Lesson 37

Crossing the Jordan
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers, they will not
sweep over you.—Isa iah 43:2

M

oses, the faith ful leader of the Isra el ites, died on Mt. Nebo.
.Joshua, his friend and fol lower, became the new leader.
The peo ple had wan dered in the wil der ness forty years because
of their unfaith ful ness to God. Finally God led them to the Jor dan
River, beyond which was Canaan, the prom ised land.
Four hun dred and sev enty years had gone by from the time
God had prom ised to give Canaan to Abra ham before his descen dants actu ally crossed Jor dan and began to inherit the land.
The Canaanites no doubt felt secure from attack because the
Jor dan was a swift river and at that time of year it was over flow ing
its banks and much wider than usual.
We do not know exactly how God held back the waters of the
Jor dan but this might be what hap pened: about twenty miles
above the camp of the Hebrews, at a place called Adam, a great
amount of earth swept down from a hill side into the river. No
longer could the water flow along as it had done before—it could
not get through that huge pile of dirt. Soon the river on the other
side of this land slide began to dry up. Now the peo ple could walk
across the place where the Jor dan had so recently been flow ing.
The priests, car ry ing the Ark, led the peo ple. When they
reached the cen ter of the river bed, they stood until all the hosts of
Israel had passed over.
Twelve large stones (one for each tribe) were taken from the
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bed of the Jor dan and piled on the shore. Sim i larly, twelve stones
from the shore were placed in the river bed where the priests
stood. The two piles of stones were a memo rial of the mir a cle that
had taken place (Joshua 3:17; 4:1-10).
The land of Canaan was a pic ture of the new earth con di tion in
the Mil len nial age. The Jor dan rep re sents the sen tence of death
against man kind. Peo ple will learn God’s righ teous laws in the
king dom. Some, how ever, will want to go back to the old ways
that brought so much suf fer ing. If they con tinue to oppose the
laws of the king dom, they will be cut off in sec ond death from
which there is no res ur rec tion.

The people walked across the Jordan River
because God held back its waters.
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Lesson 38

Conquest of Canaan
Do not be afraid; do not be dis cour aged. Be strong and
cou ra geous.—Joshua 10:25

T

here are many unusual sto ries in the Bible that tell us of God’s
deal ings with and watch care over his cho sen peo ple, the
Isra el ites.
In Canaan, the city of Jeri cho was heavily walled for pro tec tion
against its ene mies. God directed Joshua to take the city in a
strange way. At the end of seven days of march ing around the city
while blow ing trum pets, the walls crum bled. Joshua and his small
army were able to take the city eas ily.
The story about Joshua’s long day when he com manded the
sun and moon to stand still, sounds strange; how ever, it is not to
be under stood lit er ally. Had they actu ally stopped, the earth and
entire solar sys tem would have been destroyed. The Scrip ture is
speak ing of the sun light and the moon light. These were dark ened
by a vio lent storm in which great hail stones rained down on
Joshua’s ene mies, kill ing many. The intense dark ness fright ened
the Midianites and con fused them. They were used to bright sun lit days, and indeed, even wor shipped the sun! The dark ness of
the day and the moonless night gave Joshua the advan tage and
he won the bat tle. This is one of sev eral ways to inter pret this inci dent of the sun and moon stand ing still (Joshua 10:12-15).
Gid eon had an army of 32,000 men, but God had him reduce
the num ber to three hun dred! With this tiny army, Gideon
defeated the Midianites and the land was at peace for forty years.
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Read the fas ci nat ing account of Gid eon’s lit tle band in Judges
chap ters 6, 7, and 8.
Another army cap tain, Jephthah, prom ised God that he would
give him the first thing that came to meet him when return ing
home after his victory over the Ammonites. The “thing” that came
to meet him was his daugh ter, his only child! Jephthah under stood that a vow to God was a seri ous thing—if you do not want
to pay a vow, do not make it (Eccle si as tes 5:4,5). His daugh ter
felt the same way and did not rebel against her father. She asked
him only for a lit tle time to go into the moun tains with some of her
friends and pre pare her self for a life with out a hus band and chil dren; the rest of her life would be ded i cated to God’s ser vice
(Judges 11).

Jephthah’s daughter was given to the Lord by her father.
She lived without a husband, completely devoted to God.
77

Lesson 39

Anointing of David
Do not con sider his appear ance or his height … The
L ORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks
at the out ward appear ance, but the L ORD looks at the
heart.—1 Sam uel 16:7

T

he Isra el ites wanted a king just as the nations around them
had their kings. God had been their invis i ble king and Sam uel
the Prophet guided and judged them accord ing to the lead ings
of the L ORD . But the Isra el ites wanted a human king and a royal
fam ily who would live in a pal ace! To please the peo ple, God
chose Saul to be the first king of Israel.
Saul was tall, strong, hand some, and, at first, hum ble. In the
begin ning he led the peo ple in the right way. But after a few years,
he became care less about obey ing God’s com mand ments.
God directed Saul to attack the Amalekites and com pletely
destroy them and all their goods. Instead, Saul and his men cap tured their king and kept the best of the sheep and oxen and any thing else that appealed to them. When Sam uel asked him why he
did this, Saul said he wanted the ani mals to give to God in sac ri fice. But Sam uel told him God would much rather have obe di ence than sac ri fice (1 Sam uel 15:22). Even tu ally, God took the
king dom away from Saul.
God told Sam uel he had cho sen one of Jesse’s sons to be the
next king of Israel, and Sam uel was to anoint him. Seven of
Jesse’s sons passed before Sam uel; they were tall and hand some
young men, but God rejected them all. Samuel was surprised, and
asked Jesse if these were all his sons. Jesse answered that the
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youn gest, David, was out side tak ing care of the sheep. When
David came before Sam uel, God said, “Rise and anoint him; he is
the one.” Sam uel poured the olive oil upon David’s head and the
spirit of Jeho vah God came upon David (1 Sam uel 16:12,13).
We are espe cially inter ested in the story of David because his
name means beloved, and also because he was a pic ture of The
Christ—Jesus and his faith ful breth ren, the church.
David was anointed many years before he became king. Just as
the years of tri als and test ings David expe ri enced were to pre pare
him for his office as king, so Jesus and the church also have a
period of tri als and test ings in prep a ra tion for their roles as kings
and priests in the next age.

David was anointed many years before he actually became king.
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Lesson 40

Jealousy of Saul
Jeal ousy is cruel as the grave.—Song of Sol o mon 8:6
(King James)

K

ing Saul was a tall man, good look ing, and he possessed much
.wis dom. From the human stand point he was quite ideal.
But King Saul tried to rule the peo ple in the same way other kings
ruled. He com pletely ignored the fact that his king dom was dif fer ent from the other king doms. He also over looked the fact that
God was the true king of Israel and he as king only rep re sented
God and should be guided by him in every way.
David, on the other hand, was anx ious to do God’s will and
was repen tant when ever he made a mistake. He was called a
“man after God’s own heart” (1 Sam uel 13:14; Acts 13:22).
When Saul became unusu ally ner vous and depressed, he was
glad for David’s music to cheer him. When Saul was desperately
fright ened of Goli ath and the Philistines, he was grate ful for
David’s brav ery which saved the bat tle. But when the peo ple
praised David more than they did Saul, the king became exceed ingly angry and jeal ous and tried to kill the young man.
Saul tried to get help from his son Jon a than in his wicked plan
to kill David, but Jon a than loved David and helped him escape
from his father’s wrath. Even though the anoint ing of David was
kept a secret, Saul real ized that God’s favor was with this young
man which only served to increase his jeal ous feel ings.
It was a hard trial for David to wait for God’s due time to be come king of Israel since his life was always in dan ger from the
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angry Saul. How ever, he learned many valu able les sons in
patience!
David was hum ble but he was also cou ra geous. In the name
of the L ORD he fear lessly killed Goli ath. David was cou ra geous
but he was also mer ci ful. When Saul tried to kill David, he ran
away and hid to save his life. But twice when David could have
killed Saul, he would not do so, even though oth ers thought he
should. He said, “I will not lift my hand against my mas ter
because he is the L ORD ’s anointed” (1 Sam uel 24:10).

When angry and jealous, King Saul tried to kill David.
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Lesson 41

Saul Disobeys God
Why did you not obey the L ORD ? Why did you pounce
on the plun der and do evil in the eyes of the L ORD ?—
1 Sam uel 15:19

G

od gave King Saul spe cial instruc tions through his prophet
Sam uel. Saul, how ever, was always self-willed and did
things his own way. The Amalekites were a wicked peo ple. When
they were at war with Israel, God told Saul to slay every one of
them and not to take any of their things.
Not only did Saul take King Agag cap tive, he took the best of
the ani mals, tell ing Sam uel he planned to give them to God
as sac ri fices. The les son we should learn from this is in Sam uel’s
reply to Saul: “To obey is better than sac ri fice” (1 Sam uel 15:22).
If the slain peo ple had gone into eter nal tor ment (hell fire), it
would have been a ter ri ble thing for God to com mand that they
should all be killed. But the Bible does not teach that there is
such a hor ri ble place for the “dead.” Because of Jesus’ death
and res ur rec tion, all the fam i lies of the earth will be brought back
to life in a res ur rec tion. God had sen tenced Adam to death which
meant every one would die. So it does not mat ter if peo ple die by
fam ine, war or ill ness. God will, in the king dom, res ur rect every one and give them an oppor tu nity to live for ever under much
better con di tions.
The res ur rec tion of all peo ple is a most won der ful truth taught
in the Bible (John 5:28,29). All who do not receive a knowl edge
of God in this life will have a chance to learn to know him and his
mar vel ous plan in the next age when Mes siah rules.
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In the past, many peo ple were in igno rance because they were
not allowed to study God’s word or did not know how to read.
Dur ing the Dark Ages there were few Bibles because they had to
be hand-cop ied; it took months and years to com plete just one.
Because we have print ing presses today, we have many Bibles
from which to read, study, and learn of God’s plans and pur poses
for all man kind. Most peo ple can now afford to have sev eral
Bibles in their home, as well as con cor dances, Bible dic tio nar ies,
and other study helps.

Those who died in ancient battles will all be resurrected.
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Lesson 42

The Witch of Endor
Let no one be found among you who … engages in
witch craft. … Any one who does these things is detest able
to the L ORD .—Deu ter on omy 18:10-12

T

he angels who were dis obe di ent before the flood were not
per mit ted to live on earth like men any more. Nor were they
allowed back into their for mer home in heaven.
Their pun ish ment for being dis obe di ent was to be restricted to
the area around the earth. There they could invis i bly influ ence
those human beings who would allow them selves to be “used” by
them. Those who were so used are called medi ums and they work
with the angels of Satan to deceive other humans. It is wise to
stay away from them. Moses had warned the Isra el ites to drive all
wizards and witches out of the lands they con quered or put them
to death.
The Philistines gath ered to bat tle King Saul’s army and the
fright ened king knew he could not win, but he hoped he could
find help. There had been a time when God had guided him, but
now he had sinned against God so he could not expect a bless ing
from that source. In des per a tion, Saul turned to a witch at Endor
to con tact the dead Sam uel for advice (1 Sam uel 28:3-25).
Because Sam uel was dead and could not actu ally respond to
the witch, evil spir its or fallen angels imper son ated him. They
gave the witch infor ma tion she used to con vince Saul she had
really seen and spo ken to Sam uel.
She told Saul his army would indeed lose the bat tle the next
day and he and his army would be killed. Actu ally the bat tle
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occurred a few days later and while Saul and three of his sons
were killed (includ ing David’s close friend, Jon a than), two sons
escaped and lived many years.
These fallen angels are work ing with Satan to con tinue the lie
Satan told Eve in the gar den: “You will not surely die” (Gen e sis
3:4). The medi ums claim they receive infor ma tion from those
who have died, but the Bible assures us that the “the dead know
noth ing” (Eccle si as tes 9:5,10).

The witch at Endor used evil spirits to impersonate dead Samuel.
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Lesson 43

David Reproved
The Lord dis ci plines those he loves.—Hebrews 12:6

T

he Bible is com pletely hon est when it describes peo ple. King
David’s wrongs are men tioned just as fully as are his good
and heroic deeds. David had been a hum ble shep herd boy; he
became a brave sol dier and was a lov ing friend to King Saul’s
son, Jon a than. He had been a loyal sub ject to the king who hated
him.
But David was over come in a weak ness of the flesh when he
had one of his sol diers, Uriah, killed in bat tle so he could marry
his beau ti ful wife, Bathsheba.
God sent his prophet Nathan to King David who had dead ened
his con science about his trans gres sion. Nathan told the king a
story about a wealthy man steal ing a sheep from a poor man. It
made David angry that such a thing could hap pen and he asked
Nathan the man’s name.
The prophet declared, “You are the man!” This hum bled David
as he real ized his ter ri ble mis take and he wept and asked God
to for give him. Because he was truly repen tant, God did for give
him, yet he still pun ished David for his evil act (2 Sam uel 12:125).
The hon esty of the Bible is shown in both the Old and New
Testaments. Even though Abra ham was faith ful and was called
“God’s friend” (James 2:23), yet he made mis takes in his life.
The apos tles had many faults. When Jesus was accused and
con demned to die on the cross, his beloved friend, Peter, was so
fright ened he would not admit he even knew Jesus. Paul, the
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apos tle who took the place of Judas, had been the cruel Saul of
Tar sus. He con sented to the ston ing of Stephen and brought
much per se cu tion upon the early church. Peter and John were
called “unschooled, ordinary men” (Acts 4:13).
God loves us and helps us when we ask for his for give ness and
strive to do better. In spite of his faults, David was loyal at heart to
God. He became Israel’s most beloved king and God prom ised
that the future king dom would come through his descen dants.

Nathan told King David: “You are the man!”
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Lesson 44

Solomon in All His Glory
The fear [rev er ence] of the L ORD is the begin ning of wis dom.—Prov erbs 9:10

K

ing David loved God with all his heart, but most of his years
.were spent in bat tle. When he wanted to build a tem ple for
God, he was not per mit ted to do so. David expe ri enced sor rows,
test ings, and les sons just as all God’s peo ple do dur ing their lives
on earth.
King Sol o mon was the sec ond son of David and Bathsheba
and became heir to the throne after the deaths of his older halfbroth ers. He had been edu cated by the prophet Nathan. His
reign was peace ful and pros per ous and he was per mit ted to build
God’s tem ple. The world mar veled at his wis dom and great
riches. Sol o mon was like God’s peo ple in heav enly glory—able
to bless wisely from abun dant riches.
Sol o mon’s fame spread through out the civ i lized world. The
Queen of Sheba, who lived in south ern Ara bia and was also very
wealthy, came to visit him and see for her self. She was amazed at
what she saw and said, “Not even half was told to me” (1 Kings
10:7).
After Nathan’s death, Sol o mon turned to the ways of the hea then gods. There fore God took away from him the priv i lege of
hav ing the Mes siah, Jesus, born from his line of descen dants.
Jesus was the per fect son of God and much wiser than
Solomon. Strangely, the peo ple of Pal es tine did not appre ci ate
Jesus. They wanted a great war rior, a strong ath lete, a rich king,
88

Original Photo-Drama slide

a clever ruler. They heard Jesus, a poor car pen ter’s son, talk ing
about flow ers and fish and ordi nary peo ple. Few were im pressed.
The “eyes” of our under stand ing must be opened to be able to
truly appre ci ate spir i tual things (Mat thew 13:16). Only then can
we see the lengths and breadths and heights and depths of the
love of God.
Only a few will have their eyes opened at the pres ent time (dur ing what is called the Gos pel age). In the king dom everyone will
know of the love, wis dom, and great riches of God and his dear
son. Then they will wor ship their Creator in spirit and in truth
(John 4:24).

The Queen of Sheba was impressed with Solomon’s glory!
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Lesson 45

The Temple
God’s tem ple is sacred, and you are that tem ple.—
1 Corin thi ans 3:17

K

ing David greatly desired to build the tem ple, the house
.of the L ORD , but God did not allow him to do so because
of the wars and blood shed that occurred dur ing his reign
(1 Chron i cles 22:8). King David rep re sented the church mem bers
while they are here on earth.
King Sol o mon, who rep re sented the church mem bers after
they have been glo ri fied, did build the tem ple of God. His peace ful rule pic tured the reign of Christ in the Mil len nial age.
The taber na cle in the wil der ness rep re sented God’s tem po rary
home with the Isra el ites. Later the tem ple was built in its place
and this let the peo ple know God would always dwell with them.
What is the dif fer ence between a taber na cle and a tem ple? A
taber na cle is a tem po rary struc ture and a tem ple is a per ma nent
struc ture.
The taberna cle repre sents the church dur ing the Gospel age, for
this is their tem po rary home while they are being pre pared and
built up as a spir i tual tem ple.
The tem ple rep re sents the church in glory. Sol o mon’s temple
took thou sands of work ers seven years to com plete. It was
erected with out the sound of a ham mer, ax, or any tool of iron
(1 Kings 6:7). In the same way each mem ber of the church is
being fit ted and pol ished for a place in the spir i tual tem ple even
though oth ers know noth ing about what is hap pen ing.
The tem ple was a beau ti ful place to pray and wor ship God
90

Mo d e l o f Te mp l e ( i n J e r u s a l e m)

away from the busy noises of the world. It was holy, set apart from
the world for the wor ship of God. It was beau ti ful and glo ri ous,
and built to last for ever. But Sol o mon’s tem ple was destroyed in
606 B.C . when the Chaldeans con quered Judah. Much later, in
Jesus’ day, King Herod built another tem ple of great splen dor on
the same site. Even tu ally it was also destroyed.
The fol low ers of Christ Jesus are being shaped for a place in
God’s spir i tual tem ple. Just as David spent his life time fight ing
the ene mies of God’s peo ple, so the saints spend their lives fight ing sins in their lives. All of God’s faith ful saints will be “liv ing
stones” in his tem ple (1 Peter 2:4,5).

David was not permitted to build the temple
because he was a man of war.
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Lesson 46

Elijah and the Priests of Baal
If the L ORD is God, fol low him.—1 Kings 18:21

E

li jah the Tishbite was a faith ful ser vant and prophet of God.
.At that time Ahab was the king of Israel. His wife, Jezebel,
who was exceed ingly wicked, prayed to the gods of her father—
Asherah, the god dess of wood rep re sented in trees and wooden
poles, and Baal, rep re sented in stone pil lars. She also brought
hun dreds of false proph ets from her home in Tyre so they could
teach the peo ple to pray to them too. Worst of all, they killed
God’s true proph ets.
Eli jah (whose name means “My God is Jeho vah”) boldly faced
the pow er ful Ahab and told him there would be a great drought in
the land for many years. This angered King Ahab and he sought
to kill Eli jah. But God pro tected the prophet and told him to hide
near the brook Cherith where he sent ravens to feed him twice a
day. Even tu ally the brook dried up. How ever, God con tin ued to
pro tect Eli jah by send ing him to the home of a widow and her
little son who were almost out of food. Through God’s power,
Elijah caused her con tain ers of meal and oil to stay full until the
rains returned. Later, he restored the widow’s son to life after he
died of an ill ness.
Finally Eli jah returned to Israel, not to sur ren der to the king,
but to show the peo ple that Jeho vah is the true God. He called
together over eight hun dred priests and proph ets of Baal and told
them to pre pare a sac ri fice to their god. Eli jah also built an altar
and a bull ock was placed on each altar. Eli jah and the priests
were each to pray for their gods to consume the sacri fices with fire.
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All day the hea then priests called upon Baal to accept their sac ri fice. There was no response. The proph ets called loudly and
leaped up and down at the altar. Finally they cut them selves with
knives, shed ding much of their blood. Still Baal did not answer.
Eli jah had sev eral bar rels of water poured upon his sac ri fice
until it was com pletely soaked! Then Eli jah prayed to God and
imme di ately fire came down from heaven and con sumed the sac ri fice, and even licked up the water in the trench around the altar.
The peo ple fell on their faces, con vinced that Jehovah was the
true God. All the priests and proph ets of Baal were killed and the
rains returned to water the earth.

Elijah was miraculously fed by ravens twice a day.
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Lesson 47

Zedekiah: Last King of David’s Line
I will raise up to David a righ teous Branch, a King who
will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the
land.—Jer e miah 23:5

K

ing Saul of Israel did not remain faith ful to God and, as
.a result, his king dom was given to David. King David was
beloved by God who prom ised him that the great Mil len nial king,
the Mes siah, would be one of his descen dants.
For sev eral cen tu ries all of Israel’s kings were of David’s fam ily.
Some of the kings were good, many were bad. The last king of
David’s line was Zedekiah. He was so evil that God said of him,
“O pro fane and wicked prince of Israel, whose day has come,
whose time of pun ish ment has reached its cli max … A ruin! A
ruin! I will make it a ruin! It will not be restored until he comes to
whom it right fully belongs; to him [Mes siah] I will give it” (Ezekiel
21:25-27).
When God took the king dom from Zedekiah, he told him that
he would be taken a pris oner to Bab y lon and that he would never
see Bab y lon! Both of these proph e cies came true. When Zede kiah was taken pris oner, his sons were slain and his eyes were put
out; he entered Bab y lon a blind man.
Start ing then God allowed the Gen tiles to have domin ion or
rul er ship over the nations. The lease of power would last for
2,520 years—from 606 B.C. when Zedekiah lost his throne to
1914 A.D.
In Bible sym bol ism one lit eral day rep re sents a year. The
Jewish year had twelve months of thirty days each so each year
94

of three hun dred and sixty days rep re sented three hun dred and
sixty years. There would be a com plete over throw of Israel’s
government for a period of “seven times” (Levit i cus 26:18,21,
24,28).
By mul ti ply ing 7 and 360 we can see that the period of time the
king dom would be “ruined” (though not com pletely destroyed)
would be 2,520 years. In Octo ber of 1914 World War I began.
This marked the end of the Gentile times of 2,520 years. World
War I caused tre men dous changes in all the govern ments of the
world. They have been in a state of change ever since, with few
mon archs still reign ing. Those who do, have no power.
Yes, the throne was taken from God’s chosen peo ple and the
land lay des o late. But they were left with one hope: “Until he
comes to whom it right fully belongs; to him I will give it” (Ezekiel
21:27).

Zedekiah’s sons were slain and his eyes were put out
just before he was carried off to Babylon.
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Lesson 48

Jerusalem Desolated Seventy Years
The fif ti eth year shall be a jubi lee for you … [it] is to be
holy for you.—Levit i cus 25:11,12

T

he Jew ish nation was to keep a Sab bath every seven years
when they would let the land rest for a full year (Levit i cus
25:1-7). Every fif ti eth year was a jubi lee year. Dur ing this jubi lee
year these rules were to be fol lowed:
1. Slaves were set free—lib erty was pro claimed for all the Isra el ites who were in bond age to any of their coun try men.
2. All debts were can celed—the land and other pos ses sions
were to be returned to those who had been com pelled to sell them
because of pov erty.
3. The land was to rest—no sow ing, no reap ing, no prun ing of
vine yards. Spon ta ne ous or nat u ral growth was to be left for the
poor and the trav eler (Levit i cus 25:8-16).
The Isra el ites, like many peo ple, were self ish. They did not
want to lose money on land they had acquired dur ing the fortynine years. So they only kept the jubi lees half heart edly, and
even tu ally they did not keep them at all.
When Nebuchadnezzar, king of Bab y lon, took King Zede kiah
and his peo ple cap tive to Bab y lon, this con quer ing mon arch
destroyed Jeru sa lem and destroyed the tem ple with fire. The city
lay des o late for sev enty years. The city’s des o la tion was God’s
pun ish ment upon the Isra el ites for not prop erly keep ing their
jubi lee years.
The Isra el ites did not under stand how impor tant it was to keep
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the jubi lees; they did not know it was a pic ture of a grander time
to come in God’s plan.
The num ber seven is closely con nected with all God’s works
and plans. It pic tures per fec tion—and God will even tu ally have
everything per fect. This will be after the times of res ti tu tion,
which is when all man kind will come back in the res ur rec tion and
learn to live in accor dance with God’s laws in the Mil len nial age
(Isa iah 35). How won der ful to think of a per fect earth filled with
per fect peo ple! This was God’s plan from the begin ning.

Every fiftieth year was a jubilee year.
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Lesson 49

Daniel Interprets a Dream
Dan iel could under stand visions and dreams of all
kinds.—Dan iel 1:17

D

an iel was a young Isra el ite who was taken cap tive to Bab y lon along with many oth ers. He and three other cap tives
were cho sen to be trained for spe cial jobs in the Bab y lo nian
government. They served well for that was their duty, but they
con tin ued to pray to God and obey him, and live accord ing to his
com mands. They loved God with their whole heart.
One night King Nebuchadnezzar awoke from a ter ri ble night mare—he was trem bling with fear. But in the morn ing he could
not remem ber his dream except it seemed im por tant. He became
extremely angry with the “wise men” of Bab y lon because they
could not tell him what his dream was or what it meant.
If he had been able to tell them the dream, they would have
guessed at its inter pre ta tion; but they could not eas ily ex plain some thing the king him self could not remem ber. The king
was so furi ous with them he ordered them all killed. Dan iel and
his com pan ions would be included for they were among those
who coun seled the king.
The young men prayed for God’s help and guid ance. God then
revealed Nebuchad nezzar’s dream and its inter pre ta tion to
Daniel. Dan iel asked the com mander of the king’s guard not to
exe cute the “wise men,” but to take him to the king and he would
explain the dream.
This is what Dan iel told the king: He had dreamed of a huge
statue which had a head of gold, breast and arms of sil ver, belly
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and thighs of brass, and legs of iron. The feet and toes were of
iron mixed with clay. It was awe some!
Then a stone, cut out of the moun tain with out hands, hit the
feet of the statue and it fell to the ground. It was ground to pow der
and the wind car ried it away. The stone grew until it became a
great moun tain and filled the whole earth!
Dan iel explained that the head of gold was Nebuchadnez zar
him self—king of Bab y lon. The king dom of Medo-Per sia was rep re sented by the sil ver, Greece by the brass, and the Roman
Empire by the iron legs. The iron and clay mixed showed that the
Roman Empire would become divided. Each king dom was fol lowed by an infe rior king dom.
The stone that struck the statue rep re sented the king dom of
God which will replace the gov ern ments of earth and stand for ever (Dan iel 2:44).

Daniel interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream of a huge statue.
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Lesson 50

Daniel’s Dream of Great Beasts
The sov er eignty … of the king doms … will be handed
over to the saints, the peo ple of the Most High. His kingdom will be an ever last ing king dom.—Dan iel 7:27

G

od revealed many things to Dan iel, for he faith fully served
and openly wor shiped him. Nebuchad nezzar had a dream
of a great statue which rep re sented the king doms of the world.
Dan iel also had a dream of earthly king doms.
The world looks at the king doms of this world and sees them
as great and pow er ful and glo ri ous. God, how ever, sees them as
wicked and beastly.
In Dan iel’s dream Bab y lon was rep re sented by a lion-like beast
with eagles’ wings—splen did, proud, ruler of all. The sec ond
beast was like a bear—big, heavy, stub born, pow er ful—and rep re sented Medo-Per sia. The third beast was leopard-like—clever,
sneaky, unre li able, deceit ful—and rep re sented the king dom of
Greece. The Roman Empire was represented by a fourth beast
that could not be described—hid eous and fero cious and ex tremely strong. It was so terri ble it could not be compared with
any other beast!
The last beast had ten horns (horns rep re sent power). These
horns are like the ten toes on the statue in Nebuchad nezzar’s
dream. Then a small horn grew and re placed three of the ten
horns—the Roman Empire was chang ing. Instead of being a hea then king dom of armies and false reli gions, it be came Chris tian.
But the Holy Roman Empire was just as wicked and ungodly as
the hea then empire had been.
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This change from hea then to Chris tian was in name only. It was
shown in Dan iel’s dream when another horn grew in size until the
three lit tle horns (the divi sions of the old Roman Empire) were
pushed out of the way.
Although this fourth beast still exists, its power and influ ence
have grad u ally less ened and, in due time, this beast will be
destroyed. The cause of the fourth empire’s fall will be the estab lish ment of the fifth uni ver sal empire of the world, the King dom of
God, under Christ and his church (Dan iel 7:18,27).
The fifth king dom is an ever last ing king dom, and all the peo ple
of earth will learn its laws and obey them. What joy to look for ward to this king dom for which so many have prayed for so long:
“Your king dom come. Your will be done on earth, as it is in
heaven” (Mat thew 6:10).

What the king saw as glorious, Daniel saw as beastly.
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Lesson 51

The Fall of Babylon
So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not
return to me empty, but will accom plish what I desire and
achieve the pur pose for which I sent it.—Isa iah 55:11

K

ing Nebuchadnezzar became full of pride—he had a great
.statue erected of him self as earth’s ruler. Then he made a
law that everyone had to bow down and wor ship it. Anyone who
would not kneel to the statue would be thrown into a burn ing fiery
fur nace.
Nebuchadnezzar had been pleased with Dan iel’s three Hebrew
friends for they were excel lent ser vants in the Bab y lo nian king dom. He did not expect them to refuse to wor ship the statue, but
they loved God and were loyal to him. The king was furi ous and
had the fur nace heated seven times hot ter than usual and the
three Hebrews were thrown into it. Even the sol diers who bound
them and threw them into the fur nace were killed by the extreme
heat (Dan iel 3:20-22).
The king and his lords were amazed when another per son was
seen with the Hebrews walk ing around in the fur nace—one “like
unto the son of God.” None of them was hurt! Nebuchadnezzar
real ized that their God was power ful and commanded the people
to wor ship him.
But Nebuchadnezzar was still full of pride because of his riches
and power as the king of Bab y lon. He became insane and acted
as though he were a beast. He lived with the ani mals in the fields
and ate grass like cows. He remained that way for seven years
before his rea son returned.
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Belshazzar, Nebuchadnezzar’s grand son, became king of Bab y lon. He was also full of pride. The king dom was rich and there
was much idle ness. All these things helped to bring about the fall
of Bab y lon.
Belshazzar had a great feast for a thou sand of his offi cers to cel e brate the great ness of Bab y lon. While they were eat ing and
drink ing, the fin gers of a man’s hand were sud denly seen writ ing
upon the wall of the pal ace in let ters of fire: Mene, mene, tekel,
uparsin. The king asked Dan iel for an inter pre ta tion and what he
heard was like a crush ing blow: “God has num bered the days of
your reign and brought it to an end. You have been weighed on
the scales and found want ing. Your king dom is divided and given
to the Medes and Per sians.” (Dan iel 5:26-28)
That night Cyrus the Mede and his army marched into Bab y lon
through the dried-up river bed and cap tured the city which the
Bab y lo nians thought was too strong to ever be taken. King Bel shazzar was put to death and Cyrus became king!

Daniel told the king the meaning of the handwriting on the wall.
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Lesson 52

Kings Darius and Cyrus
Praise and exalt and glo rify the King of heaven, because
every thing he does is right and all his ways are just. And
those who walk in pride he is able to hum ble.—Dan iel
4:37

D

ur ing the Isra el ites’ sev enty years of cap tiv ity in Bab y lon,
four kings learned of the God of Israel. First was King Ne buchadnezzar who, when he returned from his insane life with the
ani mals, lifted up his eyes to heaven and gave praise and honor
to the God of Israel.
The sec ond was King Belshazzar, who once had his wine
served in gob lets sto len from God’s tem ple and that night was
slain. This ended the Bab y lo nian king dom (Dan iel 5:2-4,30).
Third was King Darius, the Mede, who took the kingdom of Bab ylon that night, and who took Dan iel as well. He wanted Dan iel to
be the first prince over all the princes and rul ers of that king dom.
Dar ius appre ci ated Dan iel’s hon esty and grew to love him as a
noble friend. But the princes and rul ers were jeal ous and hated
the king’s favor ite, not just because they wanted the favor of the
king; with Dan iel watch ing every thing so care fully they could not
steal from the empire’s wealth.
They plot ted against Dan iel, yet could find no fault in him. The
only thing he did besides work long hours for the king was to pray
to his God. Three times each day Dan iel went to an upper room
where it was quiet and rest ful. There he prayed to God before an
open win dow. Dan iel was not ashamed to be seen pray ing to his
God. Oth ers too real ized he was not pre tend ing to pray to Dar ius.
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This was enough to have him thrown into the den of hun gry lions!
The story of his expe ri ence and res cue is in Dan iel chap ter 6.
The fourth king was King Cyrus of Per sia whose heart was
stirred by God to issue a proc la ma tion giv ing the Isra el ites lib erty
to return to Pal es tine. He also gave money and de creed that the
pre cious ves sels of the Lord’s tem ple should be returned.
About fifty thou sand Isra el ites went back to Pal es tine. This was
not many out of the great num ber who had been cap tured. These
fifty thou sand remem bered God’s prom ises and wanted to live in
the land he had prom ised them. They rebuilt the city, and in due
time, they rebuilt the tem ple as well.

Daniel’s enemies plotted to throw him into the lions’ den.
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Lesson 53

The Valley of Dry Bones
They will live in the land I gave to my ser vant Jacob, the
land where your fathers lived. They and their chil dren …
will live there for ever.—Ezekiel 37:25

E

zekiel, a priest, was used by God to proph esy as was Dan iel.
The faith ful Isra el ites yearned to know about their future as
a nation—what were God’s plans for his cho sen peo ple? Dan iel
had worked in a hea then pal ace and spoke about his God to the
Bab y lo nians, but Ezekiel taught his own peo ple and lived among
them.
The elders of Israel came to Ezekiel to learn God’s will. Al though they had obeyed God’s proph ets in peace fully surrender ing to Nebu chadnezzar and being taken cap tive to Bab y lon, they
longed to return to their home land.
God caused Ezekiel to see a vision. In that vision the prophet
saw a val ley full of dry bones. He knew these bones represented
the nation of Israel—scat tered through out Bab y lon, their hopes
dead (Ezekiel 37:1-6).
As Ezekiel walked among the bones in this vision, he won dered
if they could ever live again—could the nation of Israel ever be
restored? The vision showed that the day would come when the
scat tered bones would come together to form a full skel e ton. The
breath of life would enter that body and it would live again. Yes,
the nation of Israel would live again!
This would hap pen at a time of great com mo tion—thun der and
earth quakes—pic tur ing that God would restore Israel dur ing the
time of trou ble at the end of the Gos pel age (Dan iel 12:1-4).
106

Evi dence that the bones had come together to form a skel e ton
came in 1948 when Israel was recognized as a nation. Near the
end of the Gos pel age God brought the dry bones back from
where they had been scat tered for so many cen tu ries! This was
not a res ur rec tion from the dead, but of the “dead hopes” of the
Isra el ites.
Yet the proph ecy’s ful fill ment had only just begun. The com plete ful fill ment belongs to a future time, to the Mil len nial age,
when God will remove the stony hearts of the peo ple and replace
them with new hearts of flesh. This will not be an in stan ta neous
work. It will come about grad u ally through the trou bles and afflic tions of the “day of wrath.” By instruc tion in righ teous ness and
bless ings from God, the trans for ma tion to hearts of flesh will take
place (Ezekiel 11:19).

Israel has been coming back to life, and in 1948 was recognized as a nation.
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Lesson 54

The Logos Made Flesh
The Word became flesh and made his dwell ing among
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and
Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
—John 1:14

L

ong before Jesus lived on the earth, he was in the heav ens as
.a spirit being with his father, Jeho vah God. He is called the
Logos, which means word or mouth piece. It is a Greek word.
The Scrip tures also call him the Alpha and Omega (Rev e la tion
21:6), which means the first and the last. He was the first and last
work of God’s cre ation (Rev e la tion 22:13).
The Logos cre ated mar vel ous worlds and crea tures, always
accord ing to God’s instructions. The Logos had more power and
skill than any one except God him self. He never worked against
God’s plans and he took great plea sure in do ing God’s will.
This dear son of God, the Logos, is described in Colossians
1:15-18 as the image of God, God’s first born, the cre ator of all
things in heaven and earth. Although the Logos was a spirit
being, he was not im mor tal—he could die.
Even in that long ago time the Logos said he would come to
earth as a human baby, grow up as a per fect man and then give
up his human life for Adam. This would take away the sen tence of
death that was upon Adam and every per son who has ever lived.
If the Logos had been immor tal, he could not have died in
Adam’s place. To be immor tal means hav ing life within one’s
self—not depend ent on any one or any thing else for exis tence.
God and the Logos loved each other and together they cre ated
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the uni verse and all that is in it. One of the most lov ing things they
did was to cre ate man (Gen e sis 1:26). How sad it made them feel
when Adam dis obeyed the com mand to not eat the fruit of a
certain tree. How ever, God knew that Adam would fail the test
of obe di ence and he had already arranged for his redemp tion.
The Logos was will ing to give up the honor and glory that he
had in heaven and the close asso ci a tion he had with his Father
be cause he loved mankind. He humbled himself to take on a
nature a lit tle lower than that pos sessed by the angels (Hebrews
2:9).
In John 17:5 Jesus prayed only to be restored to the life he pre vi ously had with his Father as the Logos. But because he had
remained faith ful, God rewarded him with the glory and honor of
the divine, or immor tal, nature!

Before Jesus was born he was
a spirit being, called “The Logos.”
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Lesson 55

Tidings of Great Joy
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
peo ple.—Luke 2:10

T

he Logos was rich in spir i tual privi leges, glory, and honor, yet
for our sake he became poor, giv ing up every thing he had as
a per fect spirit being. God trans ferred his life princi ple to Mary’s
womb. Mary pro vided and nour ished the baby’s body and God
pro vided the life spark. When Jesus was born, the angels rejoiced
to announce his birth to the shep herds—they knew this was the
Logos made flesh.
God’s law is exact: “life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth”
(Deu ter on omy 19:21). Only a per fect human life could redeem
Adam who had dis obeyed God and was sen tenced to death. This
life could not be that of an ordi nary human because all were sin ners and imper fect; nor could this life be that of an angel. It had
to be a per fect man like Adam before he sinned (1 Tim o thy 2:6;
Psalm 49:7).
Since there was no per fect human being to take Adam’s place
in death, God pre pared a per fect human body so the life prin ci ple
of the Logos could be born as a baby, the baby of a faith ful young
Jew ish woman named Mary. This baby was holy, harm less, and
sep a rate from sin ners, and his name was Jesus. No lon ger was he
the Logos, for he was no lon ger a spirit being but a dear little baby
boy—a per fect human life. That baby would grow up to be the
man Christ Jesus. When he reached the age of thirty, he was an
adult accord ing to Jew ish law. Then he could offer him self as a
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sac ri fice for Adam and become the Sav ior of the entire human
race! The word sav ior means life-giver.
We know that the angel’s proph ecy of “peace on earth, good
will to men” has not yet been ful filled. We also know that it will be
ful filled in God’s due time when all the fam i lies of the earth will be
blessed.
Thus we see that the “good news” announced by the angels so
long ago will, in due time, truly be “good news that will be for all
the peo ple!” What won der ful bless ings God has in store for all
man kind because of his great love for his earthly cre ation.

The angels announced the birth of Jesus to the shepherds.
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Lesson 56

John the Forerunner
[John] is he who was spo ken of through the prophet Isa iah: A voice of one call ing in the desert, Pre pare the way
for the Lord, make straight paths for him.—Mat thew 3:3

L

ovely young Mary had her baby, Jesus, the most won der ful
.baby in all the world. Six months before this her cousin Eliz a beth also had a child, John, and he was also used by God. He
became known as John the Bap tist.
The over rul ing provi dences of God brought about the birth of
John. Luke 1:5-25 tells us about it. He was the one who would tell
the peo ple that the Mes siah was coming.
Luke 1:80 says that John grew and became strong in spirit. He
lived a sim ple life in the desert, a life that would help him in his
work of min is ter ing to the nation of Israel. Desert life would call
for much cour age and strength of char ac ter.
John was the last of the proph ets of the Jew ish age. Jesus
began a new age, called the Gos pel age, when the church class
would be developed.
John believed God’s promise that he would send someone to
deliver Israel. He real ized that the Mes siah would come and sin ners would not be able to receive his bless ings. So John preached
to the peo ple, “Repent, for the king dom of heaven is at hand.”
And when some did repent and were sorry for their sins against
the law, John bap tized them. Bap tism was a pic ture of wash ing
their sins away.
John’s bap tism was not intended for Gen tiles for they were not
under the Law of Moses and therefore could not sin against it.
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John’s bap tism was not for faith ful Jews, those who were striv ing to fol low the law, but for those Jews who cared noth ing for the
law and con stantly sinned against it.
John’s bap tism is not for Chris tians. Their bap tism is for a dif fer ent pur pose, not to wash away their sins against the law.
Instead Chris tian bap tism shows a new life devoted to God.
When the nation of Israel left Egypt to follow Moses, it was
a pic ture of bap tism in the Gos pel age. The Isra el ites agreed to do
God’s will and fol low Moses when they marched after him into
the sea which sep a rated so they could pass over it. So when they
are bap tized, Chris tians agree to do God’s will and fol low Jesus,
leav ing worldly plea sures behind.

Jesus was six months younger than
his cousin, John the Baptist.
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Lesson 57

The Baptism of Jesus
I have come to do your will, O God.—Hebrews 10:7

J

esus pre sented him self to John to be bap tized. This sur prised
John for he knew Jesus was a per fect man and did not need to
repent or be sorry for his sins: he had none. John told him that he
had more need for Jesus to bap tize him. But Jesus said, “Let it be
so for now.”
Jesus’ bap tism had a new and spe cial mean ing—it sym bol ized
the full con se cra tion of his life to God as a sac ri fice, even to
death. John did not under stand, but he did as Jesus asked and
bap tized him in the Jor dan River. To the oth ers who were there
John said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world!” (John 1:29).
John saw the holy spirit come upon Jesus in the form of a dove
and he heard God speak, say ing, “This is my beloved son in
whom I am well pleased.”
As Jesus came up out of the water, the heav enly truths be came
clearer for he had received the holy spirit and could under stand
the “deep things” (or truths) of God (1 Corin thi ans 2:10). From
the time Jesus was immersed at thirty years of age until he died on
the cross three-and-a-half years later, he was being bap tized. In
other words, immer sion in water is only the begin ning of true
bap tism. It is a sym bol of what is in the heart, the desire to do the
Father’s will (Luke 12:50). As Jesus was dying on the cross, he
cried, “It is fin ished!” His bap tism into death, begun at Jor dan,
was now com pleted.
Chris tians are bap tized into Jesus’ death (Romans 6:3). When
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a Chris tian is raised up from the water, it shows the “burial” of his
per sonal desires for ever. He now begins a new life com pletely
ded i cated to the Lord. This would be impos si ble to do on one’s
own, but Jesus’ sac ri fice and res ur rec tion have guar an teed that
all the help needed will be there.
Those who are bap tized receive the holy spirit to help them
under stand and “cor rectly han dle the word of truth” (2 Tim o thy
2:15).
Bap tism into death is the real bap tism for the church, as it was
for Jesus. Water bap tism is only a sym bol, or pic ture of it. Those
who have will ing, hon est, and teach able hearts will try to fol low in
the foot steps of Jesus the rest of their lives. If they remain faith ful
in doing this, they will share with him in the first res ur rec tion.

When a Christian is baptized,
he begins a new life completely devoted to the Lord.
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Lesson 58

Gospel of the Kingdom
Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the
des o la tion of the city that bears your Name.—Daniel 9:18

F

or more than six teen hun dred years God’s cho sen peo ple, the
Isra el ites, had waited and prayed for a deliv erer who would
be greater than Moses. They looked for a king who would be
greater than David, a man after God’s own heart, or Sol o mon in
all his glory.
Now the deliv erer, the Mes siah for whom they had looked
for so long, was among them. John the Bap tist (Mat thew 3:2),
Jesus (Mat thew 4:17), and Jesus’ followers (Luke 10:9,11) told
the peo ple the king dom was at hand but most of the Jews did not
believe it.
Many were too busy to remem ber God’s prom ises. Some were
too self ish to fit into God’s plan for a king dom—they wanted rich
and pow er ful rul ers like the hea then emper ors of their day. They
did not want to fol low a poor car pen ter’s son who did not even
have a place to live (Mat thew 8:20).
Jesus had come to his own peo ple and they re jected him—
indeed, they cru ci fied him. But a few did under stand and believe
what Jesus was tell ing them. These were given the priv i lege to be come sons of God (Hebrews 3:1-6).
God’s peo ple were like beloved, well-cared-for ser vants. They
remem bered Moses as their great est leader and knew that they
should serve God by obey ing, to the best of their abil ity, the laws
God had given to them through Moses.
Now these faith ful and obe di ent ones could be more than
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favored and pro tected ser vants. Now they could be sons of God,
part of the house of sons, broth ers of Jesus, joint-heirs of the king dom! At Pen te cost they received God’s holy spirit—the power
and under stand ing they needed to work with God.
The offer to the Jews was taken away because there were not
enough who were wor thy to become part of the church. The
invi ta tion then went to the Gen tiles. When the num ber of the
church (144,000) is com plete, no more will be called to become a
part of it (Rev e la tion 14:1). They are called a “lit tle flock” and
they will reign with Jesus Christ in the king dom.
When the work of gath er ing out a church class has been com pleted, the Gos pel age will end, Israel’s blindness will be re moved, and the bless ings of the Mil len nial age will come to the
whole world!

Jesus opened up the opportunity for believers to become sons of God.
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Lesson 59

Parables of the Kingdom
The secret of the king dom of God has been given to you.
But to those on the out side every thing is said in par a bles.—Mark 4:11

J

esus is con sid ered a great and remark able teacher even by
many who are not Chris tians. One of his meth ods of teach ing
was to tell par a bles. There are about thirty par a bles in the New
Tes ta ment.
Par a bles are short sto ries that illus trate a moral les son or reli gious prin ci ple. It is a com par i son of two objects for the pur pose
of teach ing.
Teach ing with par a bles was done so that only a few would
under stand the mes sage. Jesus taught the deep est truths of the
king dom in these inter est ing sto ries. We can read and study them
and gain a much better under stand ing of the plans and pur poses
of God.
The par a ble of the king’s son in Mat thew 22:2-10 tells us that
the Jews had the first invi ta tion to receive the high est place in the
king dom. After that, because there were many posi tions left, the
invi ta tion went to the Gen tiles.
In those days wed ding guests had to wear a “wed ding gar ment”
(Mat thew 22:11-14); it was pro vided with the invi ta tion. The man
who removed his wed ding gar ment was thrown out of the wed ding party!
This story shows that those who reject Christ’s sac ri fice as an
atone ment for their sins will have the light of truth taken away
from them. They will lose their oppor tu nity to become a part of
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the church. Those who wish to have a part in the mar riage of the
bride (the church) and the bride groom (Christ) must wear the
robe of Christ’s righ teous ness, which is invis i ble! It is a sym bolic
robe that Jesus’ death pro vided his fol low ers to cover their sin ful
flesh. This is called jus ti fi ca tion which means “to make right.”
In Mat thew 13:46 we read about the “pearl of great price.” The
pearl illus trates the value of the king dom—it has a value beyond
all price! It is worth every thing we have!
The par a ble of the tal ents shows that those who fol low Jesus
are respon si ble for the tal ents they have. Each dis ci ple should be
faith ful in using even one tal ent to the best of his or her abil ity in
the Lord’s ser vice (Mat thew 25:14-29).

Even many who are not Christians
consider Jesus a great teacher.
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Two Parables
Then he told them many things in par a bles.—Mat thew
13:3

I

n the par a ble recorded in Luke 15:11-32, the man rep re sents
God, the older son the Jew ish reli gious lead ers, and the youn ger son the Jews who were care less of their spir i tual priv i leges.
Many of these care less Jews were sorry for their sins and were
bap tized by John.
When the prod i gal son saw the error of his ways, after hav ing
reck lessly spent all of his inher i tance, he wanted to return to his
father’s home as a ser vant. The father not only wel comed him
and for gave him but gave a great feast in his honor.
The proud older brother (who rep re sented the scribes, Phar i sees, and reli gious leaders) did not want to see the father give
his wealth and love to some one he thought did not deserve it.
How ever, the father was extremely happy to have his sec ond son
home again.
These are the gifts the father gave to his prod i gal son: a beau ti ful robe (pic tur ing the robe of Christ’s righ teous ness), an expen sive ring (show ing God’s influ ence and power and favor), shoes
(san dals of peace), and a fat tened calf (as in the taber na cle sac ri fices, show ing for give ness.)
Those peo ple rep re sented by the older brother were out wardly
righ teous in fol low ing the law but in fact they were self-righ t eous,
and full of pride and jeal ousy.
The same les son is found in another inter est ing par a ble (Luke
16:19-31). The Jew ish nation was rep re sented by the rich man.
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His table was loaded with ele gant foods, rep re sent ing the rich
prom ises of God. The Jews were the only ones to have these
prom ises at that time. Laz a rus, the poor beg gar, who wanted only
to eat crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table, rep re sented the
Gen tile nations. The Gen tiles were poor concerning spir i tual
prom ises. But the rich man died and great bless ings then went
to the Gen tile nations for God’s favor was no lon ger only for the
Jews. The Gen tiles could now be invited to become part of the
church class. Laz a rus also died, pic tur ing the end of his con di tion
of dis fa vor.
There are many more les sons in this par a ble, and in the other
par a bles. Remem ber, they are only sto ries designed to show les sons Jesus wanted his dis ci ples to learn.

The “prodigal son” was a picture
of the publicans and sinners in Israel.
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Lesson 61

Awakening
Mean while, all the peo ple were wail ing and mourn ing for
her. “Stop wail ing,” Jesus said. “She is not dead but
asleep.” They laughed at him, knowing that she was
dead.—Luke 8:52,53

J

airus’ only daugh ter, a girl of about twelve, had died. Jesus
assured Jairus and the peo ple gath ered around that the child
was only “asleep.” He took her hand and she awak ened!
When the brother of Mary and Mar tha died, Jesus said, “Our
friend Laz a rus has fallen asleep.” Yet Jesus waited four days
before awak en ing him—his body had already started to decay!
(John 11:11-14).
It is inter est ing that Laz a rus and the oth ers who came back to
life after being dead said noth ing about where they were or what
they felt dur ing the time they were dead. Surely they could have
described a beau ti ful heav enly home if they had been there, or
tried to warn oth ers if they had been in a fiery hell.
David is said to have slept with his fathers (1 Kings 2:10, King
James). In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-15 Paul speaks of those who
have “fallen asleep” in death. The word sleep has long been used
to describe the death con di tion. Abra ham “slept” with his fathers
who were hea then people.
While death and sleep are not exactly alike, yet they are much
the same. When you sleep, you know noth ing of what is hap pen ing around you. Eccle si as tes 9:5,10 and Psalm 146:4 describe
death in just that way.
When a man or beast loses the breath of life, he is dead. It is a
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con di tion of qui et ness or uncon scious ness—it is the absence of
life. Man kind was prom ised an awak en ing from the sleep of death
in the res ur rec tion. Life on the human plane was lost in Eden but
will be restored in the next age (Luke 19:10).
Jesus awakened only a few of those who died. This was to illus trate the res ur rec tion in the Mil len nial age which will give ever last ing life to all who are obe di ent to God’s laws.
We see then that when peo ple die, they are not alive any where.
They are “asleep in Jesus” in the sense that he is their prom ised
Sav ior and Redeemer whose sac ri fice, called the ran som, pro vided a way for their future awak en ing (Dan iel 12:2). What a
won der ful prom ise this is!

The Bible describes death as a sleep from which you expect to awake.
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Lesson 62

Judgment
I tell you that it will be more bear able for Sodom on the
day of judg ment than for you [Capernaum].—Mat thew
11:24

J

esus per formed many of his mir a cles in the city of Ca per naum, yet today it is only a ruin. This ful fills Jesus proph ecy
in Mat thew 11:23. The peo ple of Capernaum had been given
many priv i leges and bless ings from the Lord which meant they
had a respon si bil ity to use them wisely.
The cit ies of Sodom and Gomor rah had not received such
great bless ings and so not as much was expected from them (Mat thew 10:15). These cit ies were noto ri ously wicked and unholy,
yet the Scrip ture assures us that they would have re pented had
they had the light and knowl edge given to those of Capernaum.
The first judg ment day was in Eden—Adam was tested and
he failed. Because of his fail ure, Adam was sen tenced to death
and this also plunged all of man kind into death. If Jesus had not
pro vided his life a ran som for the life of Adam, thus releasing him
and all his children from the death sen tence, all would have stayed
in the death con di tion for ever!
The Day of Judg ment (Mil len nial age) is not a twenty-four hour
day but a thou sand-year day (2 Peter 3:8) when all the world will
be tested and judged wor thy or unwor thy of ever last ing life. This
includes all who lived in Sodom or Gomor rah, and other cit ies
destroyed because of their great sin ful ness.
An indi vid ual will be judged only after being given every pos si ble oppor tu nity to do that which is right in God’s sight. Satan’s
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influ ences will be done away with and every help and bless ing will
be made avail able so that obe di ence to the laws of the king dom
will be so much eas ier.
Those who become fol low ers of Jesus dur ing the Gos pel age
are released from the pun ish ment that came upon Adam for his
dis obe di ence to God’s laws. These fol low ers, the lit tle flock, have
their own time of test ing before the world’s great day of judg ment.
When they are given their reward of immor tal life, they will be come heav enly judges with Jesus (1 Corin thi ans 6:2). Remem ber ing God’s mercy and love in their own expe ri ences, they will
be able to help the awak ened peo ple learn the ways of righ teous ness so that they may gain ever last ing life on earth.

Today the city of Capernaum is only a ruin.
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Lesson 63

Second Death
Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inher i tance, the king dom pre pared for you since the cre ation of the world.—Mat thew 25:34

T

he par a ble of the sheep and goats (Mat thew 25:31-46) pic tures king dom con di tions after the church class has been
glorified in heaven. It is the only one of Jesus’ par a bles which
explains the work of the king dom after it has been set up.
All peo ple of all nations, includ ing those who are now asleep in
death, will be on trial before The Christ (Jesus and his church)
dur ing the thou sand years of the Mil len nial age.
Their true desires will be deter mined—whether or not they are
will ing to come into full har mony with God and the laws of the
king dom.
The sheep in the par a ble rep re sent the peo ple who will ingly
learn of the love and righ teous ness of the Heavenly Father and
his son, Jesus Christ, and strive to obey the laws of the kingdom.
These peo ple will grad u ally come into har mony with the laws;
because they do, they will be judged wor thy of ever last ing life—
to live for ever on the per fected earth! Like sheep, they are meek
and will ing to be led to the “pas tures” of truth and righ teous ness.
The goats, which are not nearly as numer ous as the sheep, will
show their stub born and self-willed ways and refuse to receive
the instruc tion which would give them ever last ing life. Since they
make no attempt to change their sin ful ways, they will be judged
wor thy of sec ond death or destruc tion—being cut off from life
(Rev e la tion 21:8; Acts 3:23).
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Many Scrip tures use fire as a sym bol of destruc tion. God never
intended us to think of fire as pun ish ment for sin. He is a God of
love and mercy and would never tor ture any crea ture for ever in
such a ter ri ble way.
Because fire destroys things so com pletely, the Bible often uses
it to show total destruc tion. The gar bage dump of Jeru sa lem was
in the Val ley of Hinnom, where a fire was kept burn ing con stantly. Not only was gar bage thrown into it, but also dead ani mals and even the bod ies of vicious crim i nals whom no one had
both ered to bury. The Val ley of Hinnom was also called Gehen na, often mis trans lated “hell” in the Bible. Gehen na rep re sents
the sec ond death from which there will be no redemp tion, no
com ing back to life ever again.

The parable of the sheep and goats pictures conditions in the kingdom.
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Lesson 64

Illustrations of the Kingdom
Our Father in heaven … [may] your king dom come, your
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.—Mat thew 6:9,10

J

esus and his dis ci ples taught oth ers about the king dom
through par a bles and by per form ing mir a cles. The mir a cles
were a sam ple of what is to hap pen in the king dom. Just as many
of the Old Tes ta ment sto ries were pic tures of things to come, so
the mir a cles, too, were pic tures of the king dom bless ings.
Instead of only a few peo ple being healed in the king dom, all
the dis eased and dis abled of man kind will be healed. Deaf ears
will hear, the blind will see (Isa iah 35:5,6).
Lep rosy is a pic ture of sin. When Jesus healed the ten lep ers,
only one returned to thank him. Only a few in this age appre ci ate
that Jesus died to save all the world from sin (Luke 17:11-17).
The heal ing of the sick rep re sented the fact that in the king dom
all the phys i cal, men tal, and moral dis eases will be healed by
the “Good Phy si cian.” God’s work in Christ is to save the whole
world from sin.
The open ing of the blind eyes and the deaf ears rep re sented
the open ing of the eyes and ears of under stand ing in the king dom. Then man kind will real ize how much God loves them and
the won der ful pro vi sions he has made for every one.
Our Lord’s trans fig u ra tion on the mountain was another il lus tra tion of the king dom. Trans fig u ra tion means that while Jesus’
appear ance seemed to change, it did not actually do so. It was a
vision, or pic ture, of him self as the glo ri fied divine being he
would become.
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Peter, James, and John, who were with him, could see the
vision as had been prom ised in Mat thew 16:28. They also heard
the voice of God, “This is my Son … Lis ten to him” (Mat thew
17:5).
Moses and Elijah, who had been dead for a long time, were also
seen in this vision. Moses rep re sented the law and the faith ful
ancient ones who will be princes in all the earth. Elijah rep re sented the heav enly phase of the king dom, the church class. The
vision assures us that the king dom will come in God’s due time!

When Jesus was transfigured on the mountain,
it provided a vision of the kingdom.
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Lesson 65

Hosanna in the Highest
Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord! Blessed is the King of Israel!—John 12:13

N

ear the end of Jesus’ min is try, he vis ited his good friends,
Mary, Mar tha, and Laz a rus, in Bethany. (This was the same
Laz a rus whom Jesus had awak ened from the sleep of death.) He
had often been a guest in their home and had been a bless ing to
them.
To express her appre ci a tion, Mary took a box of expen sive per fume and poured it on Jesus’ head and on his feet, wip ing them
with her hair. A won der ful fra grance filled the room. This box
represents our hearts, and the sweet per fume rep re sents good
wishes, kind ness, and love toward all, and espe cially to Christ
and the church.
One dis ci ple whose name was Judas crit i cized Mary. He said
the per fume should have been sold and the money given to the
poor. How ever, Jesus was pleased with Mary’s exam ple of love
and devo tion, and said it was like anoint ing him for his burial. He
knew that not many days later he would be taken from them and it
would be too late to give him any thing.
The next day he sent for a don key and rode into Jeru sa lem, as
was the cus tom of Israel’s kings. The crowd of peo ple hailed him
as their Mes siah or Sav ior. They scat tered cloth ing and palm
branches before him as they shouted: “Hosanna to the son of Da vid … Hosanna in the high est” (Mat thew 21:9). Hosanna means
praise, joy, and grat i tude—sim i lar to Hal le lu jah.
The Phar i sees were unhappy about the atten tion be ing given
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to Jesus and told him to stop the peo ple from shout ing. Jesus said
they were ful fill ing the proph ecy of Zech a riah 9:9 and if they did
not shout, the stones would cry out!
The peo ple thought Jesus would become a great earthly king
who would destroy their ene mies and they would no lon ger have
to serve the Roman gov ern ment. But Jesus wept over the city. He
knew his king dom would not begin at that time and that the peo ple would be greatly disappointed and many would be angry, so
angry they would soon be shout ing for his death!
He went to the tem ple and saw mer chants sell ing doves for sac ri fices. The noise and bar gain ing were not like a place of prayer.
There were huge profits being made from the mar ket booths which
went to enrich the fam ily of the high priest. Jesus was greatly
offended and drove the money chang ers out of the tem ple.

Jesus knew the people would soon
be clamoring for his death.
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Lesson 66

The Cost of the Kingdom
Small is the gate and nar row the road that leads to life,
and only a few find it.—Mat thew 7:14

A

s Jesus was walk ing along the road a young man ran up
.to him and fell on his knees before him. This rich young ruler
was liv ing a good life, obey ing the law to the best of his abil ity.
This was merely his duty as no one has a right to live a bad life.
He was a Jew ish reli gious leader and was well acquainted with
the law. He real ized that he was lack ing in some way and asked
Jesus, “What must I do to inherit eter nal life?” He had rec og nized
some thing good and true in Jesus and knew of the things he had
been teach ing.
Jesus told him to keep the com mand ments. The law prom ised
life to any Hebrew who would keep it. The young man had always
tried to be pleas ing to God and so he said, “Teacher … All these
things I have kept since I was a boy.”
The young man prob a bly felt quite sat is fied that he had done
all he could, yet some thing was miss ing in his life and so he asked
“What do I still lack?” He knew he was not per fect, that some thing was wrong, and he wanted to know how to gain eter nal life.
Jesus loved the young man for he showed ear nest ness and
humil ity in com ing to him in a pub lic man ner. Jesus told him,
“Sell your pos ses sions and give to the poor, and you will have
trea sure in heaven. Then come, fol low me.” (Mat thew 19:21).
The young man’s face fell and he went away sad for he had
great wealth and was unable to give up his lux u ri ous way of life.
He did not real ize that Jesus meant that he should use his riches
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in the best way he could to help oth ers, not that he would have to
sell every thing he owned all at once. The rewards of fol low ing the
Lord would be far greater and richer than any of his mate rial pos ses sions.
The par a ble of the camel going through the eye of the needle
illus trates per fectly what Jesus was talk ing about (Matthew 19:23,
24). The “nee dle’s eye” was a small gate in the walls of ancient
cit ies. After sun down the main gates were closed. A camel could
enter the small gate on its knees as long as the load on its back was
first re moved. We, too, must remove all that is unnec es sary in our
lives if we would fol low the Lord.

The young man went away sad for he had great wealth.
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Lesson 67

The Memorial Supper
Christ, our Pass over lamb, has been sac ri ficed [for us].
—1 Corin thi ans 5:7

F

ive days before the Jew ish Pass over, Jesus rode into Jeru sa lem on a don key, offer ing him self as Israel’s king. The Feast
of the Pass over was cel e brated every year for seven days, begin ning with the fif teenth day of the first month, named Nisan. It
reminded the Jews of Moses lead ing the Isra el ites out of their
slav ery in Egypt many years before. It was also a pic ture of the
pass ing over, or spar ing from death, of the first born of that na tion. They were all sub ject to death when the tenth plague came
upon Egypt unless a lamb’s blood had been sprin kled on the side
and upper door posts of their homes. It was an event that marked
the birth of the nation of Israel. Pass over is still cel e brated to this
day.
Jesus would become the Pass over lamb to ful fill the pic ture of
the first Pass over. Jesus and his fol low ers ate the Pass over sup per
each year. The last time Jesus was with them and they had fin ished their meal, Jesus gave them some thing new to observe. In
place of the Pass over he started the Memo rial Sup per.
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his dis ci ples, say ing, “This is [rep re sents] my body, which is for you”
(1 Corin thi ans 11:24). Then he took the cup of wine (fruit of the
vine, grape juice), gave thanks, and passed it to his dis ci ples, say ing, “Drink from it, all of you” (Mat thew 26:27). He said it rep re sented his blood which was to be shed for the for give ness of sins.
Jesus’ fol low ers do this each year in remem brance of his death.
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They real ize in their hearts that Jesus’ death is the ran som, the
cor re spond ing price, for the sins of the whole world. They lay
down their lives in sac ri fice and develop a new crea ture (or new
mind). If they remain faith ful, they will receive a spirit body in the
king dom and become mem bers of the church, liv ing and reign ing
over the earth with Jesus Christ for a thou sand years (Rev e la tion
20:4).
The sac ri ficed lives of the church are not nec es sary to redeem
the world, yet God will give the divine nature to those who eager ly walk in the Mas ter’s foot steps, sac ri fic ing all they have (their
time, money, tal ent, and strength) faith fully unto death.

Each year we remember Jesus’ death
by participating in the Memorial Supper.
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Lesson 68

Behold the Man
Pilate came out and said to the Jews, “Look, I am bring ing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for
a charge against him.”—John 19:4

W

hen the sup per was fin ished, Jesus went with eleven of his
apos tles to the Gar den of Geth sema ne to pray. While they
were there, Judas came to Jesus with a band of men armed with
swords. They took Jesus to the high priest, Caiaphas. This priest
and all the coun cil wanted to put Jesus to death and accused him
of many things.
Then they took him to Pon tius Pilate, the Roman ruler of the
country. Pilate could see that Jesus was a good man and that
the Jew ish priests wanted to kill him for their own self ish rea sons
(Mark 14:55).
Just the week before, Jesus had rid den on a don key into Jeru sa lem and the peo ple hailed him as a king. The priests thought
the Romans would surely put Jesus to death for that!
Learn ing that Jesus was from Gal i lee, Pilate tried to get rid of
the respon si bil ity of con demn ing a man he believed to be inno cent. He sent him to King Herod, ruler of Gal i lee. But Herod was
fear ful of deal ing with Jesus for he had heard about the mir a cles
he had per formed, so he sent Jesus back to Pilate.
Even though Pilate did not like the Jews, he did like this man
they had brought to him. Hop ing to avoid more trou ble from the
Jews, Pilate tried to sat isfy them by hav ing Jesus beaten. But this
did not sat isfy the mob and they cried, “Cru cify him! Cru cify
him!”
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Jesus was not their idea of a king and con queror. They ex pected someone like Alex an der the Great who would save them
from their Roman cap tors. They despised him for his nonvio lent
ways and for the meek ness, gen tle ness, patience, and love he ex pressed to every one. The Jew ish leaders knew many were prais ing him as the son of God and that Jesus was warn ing peo ple
about dis hon est and greedy priests. They wanted this stopped!
At Pass over time it was cus tom ary to release one crim i nal from
prison. Pilate offered the Jews their choice of releas ing Jesus or
Barabbas, a con victed crim i nal. The mob chose Barabbas (Luke
23:13-25). Although Jesus could have asked God to save him
from his enemies, he knew his death was needed to save all man kind so he did not try to escape.

Pilate did not want to have Jesus crucified,
but felt he had no other choice.
137

Lesson 69

The Crucifixion
Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will
be with me in par a dise.”—Luke 23:43

P

ilate felt Jesus was inno cent but gave orders to have him exe cuted accord ing to the wishes of the peo ple. Cru ci fix ion is a
cruel form of death.
The sol diers had taken Jesus’ robe from him; they put a crown
of thorns upon his head. They spat on him and mocked him
unmer ci fully. His clos est friends did not know what to do. Three
times Peter denied that he even knew Jesus for he had lost his
cour age. Sud denly Peter heard a rooster crow and remem bered
that Jesus had told him that he would do this. He was so ashamed
that he ran out and cried bit terly (Luke 22:54-62).
Two thieves were cru ci fied at the same time as Jesus, one on
either side of him. Over the head of Jesus was a sign: “ THIS IS
THE KING OF THE JEWS. ” It was writ ten in three lan guages and
told of his “crime.”
Jesus’ ene mies had heard of his mir a cles so they taunted him to
come down off the cross. But Jesus trusted God com pletely and
he knew his time to die had come in God’s plan. Jesus will ingly
accepted the cross even though he knew he could save his own
life. He knew that if he did not die, he would never be the Sav ior
of all man kind, and that was why he came to earth!
One of the thieves scorned Jesus and said to him “Are you not
the Christ? Save your self and us!” The other thief scolded the first
and said, “We are receiv ing what we deserve for our deeds, but
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this man has done noth ing wrong.” He then asked Jesus to
remem ber him when he came into his king dom.
Jesus answered him kindly, “I tell you the truth today, you will
be with me in par a dise” Notice that the comma in this text at the
start of this les son is in a dif fer ent place. It comes before “today”
but it should appear after “today.” One lit tle comma makes a big
dif fer ence in the mean ing of the sen tence.
The writ ers of the Bible used no punc tu a tion; it was not in vented until about four hun dred years ago. We know it is not
correct in this instance to put the comma before instead of after
“today” because Jesus did not go to par a dise the day he died,
and nei ther did the thief. Par a dise means “gar den.” The gar den
of Eden was sim ply an illus tra tion of what the earth will be like
when it is per fect and beau ti ful in the Mil len nial age!

“This is the King of the Jews”
were the words over Jesus’ head on the cross.
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Lesson 70

The Empty Tomb
It is sown a nat u ral [phys i cal] body; it is raised a spir i tual
body.—1 Corin thi ans 15:44

T

he hopes of the dis ci ples were shat tered. They had expected
so much of the Lord; they had loved him dearly, and trusted
his great wis dom and power. They were ready to fol low him right
into the king dom. But now he was dead. Cru ci fix ion! The shame
of dying with crim i nals! They hardly knew what to do next.
The dis ci ples were unable to under stand spir i tual things un til
they received the holy spirit. They could not under stand that
Jesus had been res ur rected and was now a spirit being—he was
no lon ger a man, no longer flesh and blood. Jesus had to show
him self to his fol low ers so they would know he was alive, though
he had a dif fer ent nature. As a spirit being he had the power to
appear to them as a human being. They could see him, and eat
and speak with him.
It was the third day after the cru ci fix ion when Mary Mag da lene
went to the tomb with embalm ing spices and saw that the stone at
the entrance had been moved away. She looked inside the tomb
and saw an angel who said, “Do not be afraid … He is not here:
he has risen” (Mat thew 28:5,6).
Mary spoke to Jesus but did not rec og nize him for he appeared
to her as a gar dener. But when he spoke, she knew his voice. He
explained that he had not yet returned to his Father in heaven
(John 20:17). He told Mary to tell the oth ers what had hap pened.
Later that day, Cleopas and another dis ci ple were walk ing to
Emmaus and talk ing about the sad events of the last few days.
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Jesus joined them but they did not rec og nize him. As he walked
with them, he explained many of the proph e cies which fore told of
his death and res ur rec tion and why it was nec es sary for him to
suf fer before being glo ri fied.
They were so inter ested in what Jesus was say ing that they
urged him to stay and eat with them. It was then that he made
him self known to them and dis ap peared from their sight. His
bless ing went deep into their hearts and they said, “Were not our
hearts burn ing within us while he talked with us on the road and
opened the Scrip tures to us?” (Luke 24:32).
That eve ning many of the dis ci ples gath ered in the upper room;
the doors were locked and bolted for fear of the Jews. They were
dis cuss ing the amaz ing events of the day when suddenly Jesus
was there with them! He appeared as the man they had known,
but they were fright ened. He calmed their fears and explained he
had the power to mate ri al ize (Luke 24:36-43).

On the road to Emmaus Jesus explained how his death
was prophesied in the Old Testament.
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Lesson 71

No Longer Flesh
Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.—
John 20:29

T

he apostle Thomas thought his breth ren had been too eas ily
con vinced that they had seen Jesus. He felt more proof was
needed and said he would believe only if he felt the nail prints
in Jesus’ hands and the spear wound in his side.
It was impor tant that the dis ci ples believe that Jesus had been
res ur rected so they would have a basis for their faith. Most of the
dis ci ples real ized that Jesus was with them by the tone of his voice
or his man ner of “break ing bread” or pray ing.
One eve ning they were gath ered together when Jesus sud denly
appeared and said, “Peace be unto you.” This time he looked like
the Jesus they had known. He told them to touch him and he ate
with them. This put them at ease. He was able to explain many
Scrip tures and reviewed the proph e cies he had ful filled. He
showed them the rea son and neces sity for his mir a cles and his
death (Luke 24:33-48).
He told Thomas to be con vinced that it was he, Jesus, but also
said that those who believed with out those proofs were more
blessed. Jesus appeared to his fol low ers three times on his res ur rec tion day and five times more dur ing the next thirty-nine days.
They real ized Jesus had indeed risen and was now a spirit being,
highly exalted (Philippians 2:9).
Judas had been a trai tor and thus lost his right to be one of the
twelve apos tles. The word apos tle means “one who is sent forth”
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or “a mes sen ger.” All the true fol low ers of Jesus can be called
apos tles for they are sent forth to preach the good news of the
king dom to all nations. But there were to be twelve who were
espe cially cho sen. Saul of Tarsus took the place of Judas.
After Pente cost, Jesus went to be with his heavenly Father. Saul
was on his way to Damas cus when he saw a vision of the glo ri fied
Jesus. The glory and bright ness were so over whelm ing it left Saul
blinded. His name was later changed to Paul.
In another vision, the Lord spoke to Ananias (a dis ci ple in Da mas cus) and told him to go to Saul and tell him he was to be a
“cho sen ves sel,” that is, cho sen by God to be an apos tle. As
Ananias was speak ing to Saul the “scales” fell from his eyes
and he could see (Acts 9:18). Saul had been doing every thing he
could to destroy Chris tian ity, but now was ready to lay down his
life to serve Jesus Christ.

Thomas said he would believe only if
he felt the spear wound in Jesus’ side.
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Lesson 72

Pentecostal Rest
Sud denly a sound … filled the whole house where they
were sit ting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire
that sep a rated and came to rest on each of them.—Acts
2:2,3

A

part of the ancient Jew ish law required every fif ti eth year to
.be a year of Jubi lee (fif ti eth anni ver sary). This meant that
all those in bond age to their coun try men were freed, homes and
lands were restored to their orig i nal own ers, and no crops were
planted, giv ing the land a rest.
Levit i cus 23:15,16 also speaks of a fiftieth day after the gath er ing of the sheaf of first-fruits, which hap pened two days after
Pass over. It was a day of rejoic ing and thanksgiving and was later
called Pen te cost.
Just as the Jubi lee year fol lowed a cycle of seven times seven
years, so the Jubi lee day (Pen te cost) fol lowed a cycle of seven
times seven days.
After Jesus’ death and res ur rec tion, the eleven apos tles were
instructed to stay in Jeru sa lem until they received power from on
high. These eleven were the Lord’s spe cial rep re sen ta tives who
would bring the mes sage of the king dom to oth ers.
The eleven were in the upper room on Pen te cost wait ing in an
atti tude of prayer and expec tancy and ready to ful fill their mis sion of “feed ing” (or teach ing) Jesus’ “sheep and lambs” (those
who would believe and fol low the Lord).
The Pen te cos tal bless ing was the pour ing out of the holy spirit
upon those gath ered, shown as a tongue of fire which “sat” upon
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the head of each one. With the sound of a mighty wind and the
appear ing of the flames, the dis ci ples were filled with the holy
spirit! This was the begin ning of the devel op ment of the church.
Jesus had com pleted his sac ri fice for Adam and now, because
God had accepted it, his blood was to be used on behalf of those
who were to become the church.
Dur ing the time they awaited their own accep tance by God, the
apos tles chose a suc ces sor for Judas. How ever, instead of rec og niz ing their choice of Matthias, God later selected Paul.
These twelve will be the foun da tion stones in the New Jeru sa lem (Rev e la tion 21:2,14); more will not be cho sen.

The holy spirit was given to the disciples
on the Day of Pentecost.
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Lesson 73

Pentecostal Preaching
Even on my ser vants, both men and women, I will pour
out my spirit in those days.—Joel 2:29

T

he unfaith ful apos tle, Judas, had killed him self in shame
for hav ing betrayed Jesus to his ene mies. There were only
eleven apos tles until Paul was cho sen to take Judas’ place.
In Jeru sa lem, the eleven and many oth ers were given the holy
spirit. They also received mirac u lous gifts for the pur pose of start ing the Chris tian church. God gave these hum ble Chris tians the
abil ity to speak in for eign lan guages so they could preach in var i ous places and the peo ple could under stand them.
The crowds were amazed that they could under stand the
Galileans who were speak ing to them in their own lan guages.
Jesus’ fol low ers could also proph esy the future, heal the sick and
the lame, and even a few times raised the dead!
They taught the peo ple about Jesus, the Sav ior, who had died
and was res ur rected so that all the world might have an oppor tu nity for life in the king dom.
There were many fol low ers of the Lord at that time, both men
and women; how ever, only the apos tles were spe cially used of
God. To them only, Jesus said, “what ever you bind on earth shall
be bound in heaven; and what ever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven” (Mat thew 16:19). The words bind and loose
were expressions used in those days which meant for bid and per mit.
It was the apos tles who were given this instruc tion and they
were able to under stand which things of the Jewish law were
146

Original Photo-Drama slide

bind ing upon the church and which were not. The apos tles were
God’s rep re sen ta tives; the words they spoke and wrote were
author i ta tive. The Lord’s over rul ing would make the apos tles
safe guides for his church. The instruc tion was given only to the
twelve and does not ap ply to any other per son at any time.
Peter was told in Mat thew 16:19 he would receive the keys of
the king dom. These were sym bolic keys which Peter could use to
open the door of the king dom mes sage. He did this first to the
Jew ish nation. Three and a half years after Jesus’ death he used
the sec ond key to open the door to the Gen tiles. The first Gen tile
con vert to mem ber ship in the body of Christ, the church, was
Cornelius.

The apostles were specially given
as guides to the new church.
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Lesson 74

The Apostle Paul
This man is my cho sen instru ment to carry my name
before the Gen tiles and their kings and before the peo ple
of Israel.—Acts 9:15

A

s the early church grew, dea cons were selected to share the
.work of car ing for the needs of the breth ren (Acts 6:1-6).
Ste phen, a dea con, “a man full of God’s grace and power, did
great won ders and mirac u lous signs among the people” (Acts
6:8). He was stoned to death for his beliefs. A man named Saul
was pres ent at the ston ing, hold ing the coats of the assail ants.
Ste phen was the first to die as a Chris tian mar tyr.
Saul thought he was help ing God’s cause by con sent ing to the
ston ing and putt ing in prison oth ers be cause they loved Jesus and
were telling oth ers about him.
Saul was sin cere and zeal ous about what he was doing—he
believed it was God’s will. When Jesus appeared to Saul on the
road to Damas cus, he told Saul he was wrong and what a priv i lege he would have by fol low ing God’s true teach ings. Because
Saul’s heart was right, he con verted to Chris tian ity and spent the
rest of his life serv ing God. His zeal and faith were so great he was
cho sen to be the twelfth apos tle. He had more visions and rev e la tions than the oth ers and wrote many let ters to the churches that
later became books of the New Tes ta ment. His let ters are called
epis tles.
On his first mis sion ary jour ney, Saul’s name was changed to
Paul. He was the apostle to the Gen tiles and went into many countries preach ing the gos pel. Never does he (or any of the oth ers)
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teach of a fiery hell or tor ment for any body. He em pha sized that
Jesus must come a sec ond time, and then reign until he has put all
ene mies under his feet. He taught the res ur rec tion of the just and
the unjust, and many other doc trines.
The power of the truth in Paul’s life was great and we are richer
in learn ing and faith because of his writ ings.
Paul made sev eral mis sion ary jour neys. He suf fered greatly
because of his fear less and cou ra geous preach ing, writ ings, and
trav els. He sac ri ficed his life every day in the ser vice of God; he
was stoned, beaten, starved, frozen, almost drowned, ship wrecked, and finally beheaded.
Even though Paul never met Jesus in the flesh, his con ver sion
was com plete and his life was one of self-sac ri fice! What an exam ple he was to all the fol low ers of Jesus Christ through out the Gos pel age.

Jesus appeared to Saul
and converted him to Christianity.
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Lesson 75

The Apostle Peter
And you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in
among the oth ers and now share in the nour ish ing sap
from the olive root.—Romans 11:17

C

ornelius, a Gen tile, prayed to God and respected him, but he
was nei ther a Jew nor a Chris tian. He knew about Jesus and
wanted to fol low him and do God’s will, but that oppor tu nity was
not avail able to him or any other Gen tile.
An angel of the Lord appeared to Cornelius in a vision. He told
Cornelius that God had heard his prayers and that he should find
a man named Peter who would explain God’s will to him. So
Cornelius sent two of his ser vants to the house where Peter was
stay ing.
In the mean time, God instructed Peter about Cornelius. Up
until that time God had dealt only with the Jew ish peo ple. But
now, three and a half years after Jesus’ death on the cross, God’s
invi ta tion to become part of the church class was to be extended
to the Gen tiles. Cornelius would be the first Gen tile con vert.
This was a new con cept to Peter and the oth ers for they had
been for bid den by the law to have close friends among the Gen tiles or to marry into their fam i lies. Had the Jews faith fully fol lowed Jesus Christ, the entire church would have been selected
from that nation. How ever, comparatively few responded to the
call and so the invi ta tion went to the Gen tiles as soon as the Jewish age ended.
Peter learned through a vision that God’s instruc tions about
the Gen tiles were changing. Peter saw a great sheet come down
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from heaven which con tained many dif fer ent four-footed beasts,
all of which had always been for bid den for Jews to eat as they
were con sid ered unclean. Now God told Peter to kill and eat
them. This hap pened three times. While Peter thought about the
vision, three men came to ask him to go to the house of Cornelius.
Peter and sev eral oth ers went to Cor nelius’ home imme di ately.
They found Cornelius and his fam ily eagerly wait ing to hear
what Peter had to say. Peter told them the true story of Jesus—his
death, his res ur rec tion, the call to the church to be his bride. They
were delighted to hear the mes sage and fully accepted the terms
of dis ci ple ship.
God poured out his holy spirit upon them and they re ceived the
gifts of speak ing in for eign tongues just as the Jew ish believ ers
had at Pen te cost. They were all bap tized in the name of the Lord
—and Peter learned that “God does not show favoritism” (Acts
10:34). The Gos pel age had begun.

Peter’s vision showed him to accept
the Gentiles into the church.
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Lesson 76

The Church at Antioch
The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great num ber of
peo ple believed and turned to the Lord.—Acts 11:21

E

xcept for Jeru sa lem, the city of Antioch in Syria was the most
impor tant city in the his tory of the early church. The gos pel
mes sage brought there found many “hear ing ears” among the
Gen tiles. It was at Antioch that the fol low ers of Jesus were first
called Chris tians (Acts 11:26).
The Antioch church had sim ple arrange ments, much like those
prac ticed by Jesus and the apos tles. They met to grow in knowl edge, fel lowship, and to help each other in the Christian way. They
helped send mis sion ar ies to other cit ies. Paul started his first and
sec ond mis sion ary jour neys from Antioch. His third jour ney also
started there but ended with his impris on ment in Jeru sa lem.
When the breth ren at Jeru sa lem heard of the grow ing num ber
of believ ers at Antioch, they were delighted. Ear lier, at the ston ing of Ste phen, some of Jesus’ fol low ers escaped to Anti och and
there they taught the peo ple about Jesus and the won der ful plan
of God.
Bar na bas was a good and faith ful min is ter to the church at
Antioch. He was a native of Cyprus, an island in the Med i ter ra nean Sea; he was a Levite and well-learned in the law. The name
Bar na bas means son of con so la tion or helper. He was a kind and
lov ing com forter who helped teach the new Chris tians. There
were so many who were hun gry for more knowl edge of the plan
of redemp tion that Bar na bas sent for the apos tle Paul, the best
teacher he knew (Acts 13:1-3; 15:36).
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Paul and Bar na bas were loved and respected by the Anti och
breth ren. The Jews, how ever, hated and per se cuted them. Not
long after this, ter ri ble per se cu tions were directed upon the Chris tians by the Roman emper ors who took plea sure in doing such
things just to relieve their bore dom!
God per mit ted these evil things to come upon the church to test
their faith and loy alty to him. Such expe ri ences are needed by
those who fol low Jesus so that their char ac ters can be devel oped.
The expe ri ences of the church through out the Gos pel age often
have been extremely cruel and dif fi cult, com ing in many dif fer ent
forms. These expe ri ences also help the church become sym pa thetic with all who have gone through try ing and dif fi cult expe ri ences. It will give the church an under stand ing of and com pas sion
for every one in the next age.

Roman emperors took pleasure in persecuting Christians.
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Lesson 77

Berean Bible Students
The Bereans … received the mes sage with great eager ness and exam ined the Scrip tures every day to see if
what Paul said was true.—Acts 17:11

T

he believ ers at Berea, in Mac e do nia, are famous among
God’s peo ple because of their dil i gence in search ing the
Scrip tures. They did not just take the word of Paul or Silas with out proof. They were a lit tle class, but their faith ful ness to God’s
word caused them to be known as Berean Bible Stu dents.
They gath ered together as chil dren of God, begot ten by the
holy spirit, to study the mes sage of Jesus that was brought to
them. The early church did not meet in splen did churches or tem ples; their elders and dea cons did not wear rich robes of office.
There was no showy dis play of any kind. They sim ply met to gether with those of sim i lar faith (2 Peter 1:1) to study and prove
the Scrip tures under the direc tion and care of Jesus, the only
head of the church.
Bible stu dents today have the advan tage of con ve nient, inex pen sive Bibles in many trans la tions and ver sions, as well as many
other help ful books. These include con cor dances, Bible dic tio n ar ies, Scriptural com ments, etc. And we can learn from these
books in our homes. For hun dreds of years there were few Bibles
in the world, and most peo ple could not read—even kings and
queens! Today most peo ple know how to read and write. And we
can turn a light on when the sun goes down!
We are liv ing in the days of Dan iel 12:4 when “many will go
here and there to increase knowl edge.” This applies to our gen er 154

a tion more than any other: trains, air planes, space ships, books,
radios, tele vi sion, computers—all are on a scale never before
imag ined.
We can go to Bible stud ies, not just in our own homes, but other
places as well. Many can attend con ven tions of Bible stu dents
through out the world. We are blessed at this end of the age, but
we must remem ber there is a great respon si bil ity because of these
boun te ous bless ings.
Many peo ple today deny that the Bible is the word of God,
show ing that they do not have the faith taught in the Bible. It is
time in God’s plan for a fuller, deeper under stand ing of his word
than ever before. Let us be faith ful to learn all we can, build ing up
our char ac ters in the most holy faith.

We are living in the days when knowledge is increased.
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Lesson 78

The Holy Roman Empire
As the heav ens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.—Isa iah 55:9

A

fter the apos tles died, the church began to look to other
.lead ers, giv ing them much more author ity than they should
have had. Because the early church was with out the ben e fit of
Bibles and edu ca tion—the com mon peo ple could not read—it
was easy to make this mis take. Those in power (those who could
read) were the bish ops and other lead ers who often taught dif fer ent and con tra dic tory doc trines not in spired by the holy spirit.
The Emperor Constantine called a council of all the “apos tolic
bish ops” in A.D. 325. It was held in the city of Nicea in Tur key.
The coun cil was called by Con stantine to try to keep his king dom
from dis in te grat ing; it was a polit i cal move.
The bishops argued for months and finally the emperor de cided which doc trines were “cor rect.” Apos tolic suc ces sion and
the trinity were two of the erro ne ous doc trines forced on the peo ple. All who would not accept the new Nicene Creed were cast
out.
Chris tian ity spread through out Europe and west ern Rus sia but
with out the Mas ter’s spirit. The Holy Roman Empire was estab lished: the pope and the emperor sat side by side on the throne.
This is called a “mar riage” of church and state. Bible Stu dents
con sider such a union to be con trary to the teach ing of the Bible.
This sys tem received a hard blow when, in 1799, Napo leon
refused to allow the pope to crown him; in fact, he took him cap 156

tive to France. It was a humil i at ing expe ri ence for the pope. Since
that time the author ity of the Papacy has greatly declined.
As Chris tian ity spread, many vis ited the land where Jesus lived
and died. These jour neys were made peace ably un til the Mos lem
Turks cap tured Jesus’ home land and took over Jeru sa lem. They
treated the Chris tians with great cru elty.
Chris tians came from all over Europe, trav el ing hun dreds
of miles, deter mined to fight the Turks and win back the Holy
Land. But they for got Jesus’ teach ings of love, and that how you
wor ship is much more impor tant than where you wor ship. Jesus
warned men that if they fought with the sword, they would die by
the sword. The Cru sad ers killed many inno cent peo ple in their
fran tic attempts to regain con trol of the Holy City.

How you worship is much more important
than where you worship.
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Lesson 79

The Middle Ages
Not every one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the
king dom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven.—Mat thew 7:21

D

ur ing the Mid dle Ages ter ri ble things were done by many of
those in power to oth ers who did not agree with them. Some
were tor tured, oth ers stoned to death or burned at the stake. All
these things were done in the name of God, Chris tian ity, truth,
and righ teous ness. How ever, Char le magne (whose name means
Charles the Great) was an excel lent em peror who real ized that
knowl edge and law and order are nec es sary in a good king dom.
When Pope Leo III crowned Char le magne ruler of the Holy
Roman Empire in 800 A.D. , many peo ple hoped that this would
be the end of wars and that peace would come at last. But his
empire was not God’s king dom; all of his schools of learn ing and
courts of law were made by men and could not last for ever or give
per fect jus tice. He accom plished much to advance civ i li za tion
dur ing his short reign of four teen years, but it was not God’s time
to set up his king dom.
The Cru sades did much to break down the old sys tem of poor
peas ants work ing for rich lords and stim u lated the eco nomic and
intel lec tual life of the West. Groups of peo ple came into being
who held and spread ideas which were in con flict with the doc trines and gov ern ment of the Roman Cath o lic Church.
One of these groups was the Albigenses of France, Spain, and
Italy. They com pletely rejected the clergy and the claims of the
Church of Rome. They lived lives of self-denial and moral purity,
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and made great use of the Scrip tures. They were con sid ered her e tics (a word describ ing those who hold reli gious beliefs opposed
to the offi cial and estab lished views of a church).
Fol low ers of Peter Waldo were called Waldenses. They were
also from France and Italy. They believed that the Bible, and
espe cially the New Tes ta ment, pro vided the only rule of faith and
life for Chris tians. Their preach ing caused a great desire among
the peo ple to read the Bible. Both groups were non-trinitarian.
Ter ri ble per se cu tions com pletely destroyed the Albigenses
within a hun dred years. The Waldenses fled to the high val leys of
the Alps where they still live; they are the only group from the
Mid dle Ages that has sur vived to the pres ent time. They carry out
evan ge lis tic work in Italy today.

Many Christians were tortured for their beliefs
during the Middle Ages.
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Lesson 80

Reformers
Do your best to pres ent your self to God as one ap proved, a work man who does not need to be ashamed
and who cor rectly [accu rately] han dles the word of
truth.—2 Tim o thy 2:15

H

ere and there were men who were not sat is fied with the
plans of emper ors or the words of priests and bish ops. They
wanted to study the Bible for them selves and learn to fol low in
the foot steps of Jesus.
Two early reform ers were John Wycliffe, born in Eng land in
1320, and John Huss, a Bohe mian. They did not believe that
God spoke only through the pope, nor that he had a right to take
tax money from the peo ple. They admired men who lived sim ply
and served the church faith fully. Huss was burned to death for his
beliefs. Many peo ple like Huss loved lib erty and hated wick ed ness and were will ing to fight for their beliefs. The var i ous wars
caused by this phi los o phy killed a great many peo ple.
Another Eng lish reformer was Wil liam Tyn dale who wanted to
help oth ers study God’s word. He trans lated the Bible into the
Eng lish of his day. He, too, was killed for his efforts to serve God
and his peo ple.
Mar tin Luther, per haps the most well-known of the reform ers,
was the head of a Roman Cath o lic col lege that trained young men
to become priests. He stud ied the writ ings of other priests and the
beliefs of the church. He did not study the Bible because he
thought the Cath o lic books explained it all.
One day Luther read a copy of the New Tes ta ment and was sur 160

prised that it was so easy to under stand. Cer tain Scriptures
showed many errors in Cath o lic teach ings.
Because most peo ple were uned u cated and could not read,
they could be eas ily tricked by evil preach ers who taught false
doc trines. One of the most noto ri ous was Johann Tetzel, a Ger man monk. He con vinced many to pay for sins not yet com mit ted
by buy ing pieces of paper called Indul gences. Schemes like this
brought wealth and pros per ity to the Roman Cath o lic Church
and even tu ally caused a revolt called the Ref or ma tion.
Luther listed ninety-five objections against the sell ing of Indul gences and nailed them to a church door. Print ing had recently
been invented, so these were soon printed and dis trib uted to peo ple in many coun tries.
Even tu ally the Roman church ordered Luther to give up his
beliefs. He refused, and even made more reforms. He trans lated
the Bible into Ger man and estab lished the Lutheran church.

Tyndale and Luther translated the Bible into the people’s language.
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Lesson 81

The Inquisition
A time is com ing when any one who kills you will think he
is offer ing a ser vice to God.—John 16:2

T

he Holy Inqui si tion was insti tuted by Pope Inno cent III in
Europe. This was a church court for find ing and pun ish ing
her e tics (those whose beliefs differed from those in power).
This court was ter ri ble in its power. It required every one to
inform against any per son the least bit sus pect. It became the
most dev il ish thing in human his tory. Hor ri ble forms of cruel and
inhu man tor ture were inflicted on those unfor tu nate enough to
be caught. The pope was deter mined to crush the Ref or ma tion.
This dread ful work went on for five hun dred years.
Even tu ally the church’s power began to decline. Many schol ars
and think ers real ized that errors were being taught, so they spoke
out against them. Although they were usu ally killed for their
beliefs, they influ enced the think ing of many oth ers and brought
about the Ref or ma tion.
Both Cath o lics and Prot es tants now real ize the Inqui si tion was
unholy. We need to remem ber that those were times of wide spread igno rance and super sti tion. How ever, with the inven tion
of the print ing press and as edu ca tion became avail able to more
and more people, the light of a better day began to shine.
The com mand ment given to Moses in Levit i cus 19:18 and later
to the disci ples in Mark 12:33, “Love your neighbor as yourself,”
had been com pletely neglected. Thus there was no love or sym pa thy, and jus tice was either vio lated or non-exis tent.
John Cal vin, a French Reformer, stud ied hard and drove him 162
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self to learn all the reli gious knowl edge then avail able. When in
his twen ties, Cal vin con verted to Prot es tant ism. He wrote a book
about Bible truths as he saw them. Later he imposed his strict
beliefs on those to whom he preached. He felt it was his duty
to pun ish any one who held other views. When Michael Servetus
pub lished a book attack ing the doc trine of the trin ity, he was
tried, found guilty, and burned at the stake. Cal vin, too, for got
the com mand ment of love.
Cal vin thought God selected only a few to have a spir i tual
resurrection and all oth ers would suf fer the pains of “hell fire” for ever. What an extremely nar row and erro ne ous view of the Scrip tures with no acknowl edg ment of a kind and lov ing God!
The reforms started by Ulrich Zwingli in Swit zer land were con tin ued by Cal vin. These reforms were more sweeping than those
of Luther.

The Inquisition was a religious court that
persecuted true Christians as heretics.
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Lesson 82

The Wesleys
Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus
will be per se cuted.—2 Tim o thy 3:12

J

ohn and Charles Wes ley were sons of an Epis co pa lian min is ter
and his deeply reli gious wife who lived in Eng land. There were
nine teen chil dren in the fam ily, and Bible sto ries and Scrip ture
read ing were a vital part of their grow ing up years in the early
1700s.
When their father became some what older, John left Oxford
Col lege to assist him in the par ish. In the mean time, Charles, still
at Oxford, formed a club with two other stu dents to have Bible
stud ies that would be help ful to the Chris tian life. It was called
a “Holy Club.” The mem bers learned to live reg u lar and orderly
lives. Some stu dents made fun of them; some called them “Meth od ists” and the name stuck.
In 1735 the two broth ers sailed to Amer ica to answer a call for
mis sion ar ies. Charles fell ill and returned to Eng land. By 1738
John, too, was back in Eng land, his mis sion work con sid ered a
fail ure. How ever, John had been impressed with some Ger man
Moravians who showed a quiet trust in God even through out a
dan ger ous storm dur ing their jour ney aboard ship. He learned
much from them about Chris tian behav ior and appreciated their
deep and com plete faith in God.
The Wesleys returned to the sim plic ity of the early church
in preach ing, class gath er ings, and Bible stud ies. They were
strongly opposed by those of other faiths who some times drove
cat tle among the wor ship pers to inter rupt their meet ings. John
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Wes ley was a great preacher, which only caused oth ers to stir up
hos til ity and mob action against him.
In 1784 John Wes ley broke with the Church of Eng land, and
founded the Meth od ist Church. Charles Wes ley was the hymn
writer for Meth od ism. He wrote thou sands of hymns, many of
which are still being sung today.
A pre cious Bible truth uncov ered by Wes ley was that of Free
Grace. His favor ite Scrip ture was Rev e la tion 22:17, “The Spirit
and the bride say, Come … take the water of life freely!” How ever
he did not see the full extent of this truth—that in the king dom all
man kind will have the oppor tu nity to have life on earth for ever.
Charles Wes ley preached in Lon don until his death in 1788. In
1791 John Wes ley died in Lon don in his eighty-sev enth year. The
influ ence of his teach ings was very great.

Often there was hostility against
John Wesley, a great preacher.
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Lesson 83

Pilgrims and Pacifists
Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the L ORD .
—Psalm 31:24

O

n Decem ber 21, 1620, the Pil grims landed on the rocky
coast of Mas sa chu setts. They thanked God for their safe
arrival in the New World. These were deeply reli gious peo ple
who had sep a rated from the Church of Eng land. It took great
cour age to sep a rate from the church, as well as their home land.
About nine years later the Mas sa chu setts Bay Col ony was
estab lished by the Puri tans. They, too, were men and women of
deep reli gious life and con vic tion who left Eng land because there
was no reli gious free dom.
A few years later in England, George Fox, a serious and deeply
reli gious young man who firmly believed in the Bible, was dis tressed at the world li ness of so many in the churches of his day.
This inspired him to become the founder of Quakerism. He began
preach ing about 1640.
Many groups were pac i fists. This means they opposed war
and would not fight. They were per se cuted for their beliefs. Pac i fists were found among the Amish, the Men no nites, the Quak ers
(prop erly called “The Soci ety of Friends”), and oth ers. Many left
Europe because of their anti-mil i tary beliefs. They also believed
that each local church or con gre ga tion was a com plete church in
itself and no church should have any thing to say about any other
church.
The Friends based their reli gious life on the prin ci ple that kind ness pro duces kind ness. They are a plain peo ple and firm in their
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belief in divine guid ance, not only in meet ings, but in their daily
lives. They have become famous for their relief work in wars and
disas ters, and were the only reli gious group in colo nial times to
take a def i nite stand against slav ery.
In spite of being severely per se cuted, their num bers con tin ued
to grow. In 1634 there were sixty Quak ers in Amer ica—four years
later there were thirty thou sand!
Bible Stu dents are also opposed to car ry ing guns in war time,
pre fer ring to remember Paul’s statement that our weapons are not
the weap ons of the world (2 Corin thi ans 10:4). We are opposed
to kill ing human beings—our desire is to save them! If you are
com pelled by the gov ern ment to enter mil i tary ser vice, look for
other ways to serve your coun try, such as the con sci en tious
objec tors’ pro gram in the United States.

It took great courage for the Pilgrims to leave their homeland.
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Lesson 84

Higher Critics
Build your selves up in your most holy faith and pray in
the holy spirit. Keep your selves in God’s love.—Jude
20,21

M

ost Chris tians do not suf fer phys i cal per se cu tion today.
They are not burned at the stake or thrown into a den of
hun gry lions. How ever, they are fre quently attacked by crit ics—
peo ple who believe that Chris tian ity is a weak and fool ish reli gion.
It is impor tant to study the Bible for in it we can see God’s beau ti ful plan to bless all man kind. As we con tinue to study and pray,
we are build ing a sound faith which will strengthen and encour age us every day. Many errors can creep into our think ing and
take us away from the rea son able and har mo ni ous les sons we
have learned. We need to prove all that we believe with the Bible
because it is the in spired word of God (1 Thessalonians 5:21).
There are those who study mainly for the pur pose of deny ing
the Bible. Their study does not bring them the truth or a desire to
under stand God’s plans and pur poses. These are called “higher
crit ics.” Paul referred to them as “scoff ers” a word describ ing
those who laugh at another’s beliefs (2 Peter 3:3).
Those who con sider them selves higher crit ics do all they can
to dis credit Dan iel and other Old Tes ta ment proph ets. Thus they
also dis credit Jesus and the apos tles who felt that these proph ets
were inspired by God. The book of Dan iel has many won der ful
proph e cies that describe our day. We have seen and are see ing
many of these prophecies being ful filled.
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Many peo ple are intel li gent about worldly sub jects which can
cause them to become full of pride. Those who study their Bibles
and have a good under stand ing of the truth can also become full
of pride and high-minded. We need to remem ber that the truth is
from God; we are to glory in his wis dom, not our own. We can
have com plete con fi dence in God’s word—his prom ises will
never fail. This will bring us under stand ing of what it means to be
a follower of our Lord and Sav ior, Jesus Christ (Jer e miah 9:23,
24).
As peo ple began to believe more and more reli gious errors, the
hope of the res ur rec tion and a won der ful king dom here on earth
was swept away. Even tu ally this unbe lief will lead to anar chy,
which is no gov ern ment at all, and a state of law less ness and dis or der. This will pro duce the “time of trou ble” spo ken of in Dan iel
12:1 (King James). In due time, the time of trou ble will lead to the
estab lish ment of Christ’s king dom (Haggai 2:6,7).

God’s beautiful plan for all mankind is described in the Bible.
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Lesson 85

Church of the Living God
[So] you will know how peo ple ought to con duct them selves in God’s house hold, which is the church of the
living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.—1 Timothy 3:15

T

hrough out the Mid dle Ages there were many church move ments and many lead ers who influ enced the peo ple in dif fer ent ways.
As early as 330 A.D. there was rivalry between the Roman
Cath o lic and the East ern Greek Ortho dox Churches. The final
split between them came in 869 A.D. Because the Ortho dox
Church refused to rec og nize the author ity of the pope, the divi sion never healed (see Halley’s Bible Hand book, p. 903).
The Ortho dox Church held back the Islam reli gion from “flood ing” west ern Europe. There have been many mar tyrs among the
this church—they were will ing to suf fer and die for their faith.
Great tem ples and cathe drals have been built through out the
civ i lized world. It was usu ally the poor peo ple who donated the
money to build and keep them in good repair.
In Jesus’ day it was not “Chris tian work” to raise money for
church pur poses; today some think money-rais ing is the ideal
work for Jesus. The apos tles taught that the real work of the
church of Christ is not to build churches, but to build itself up in
the most holy faith (Jude 20).
God’s peo ple are like liv ing stones; they are being shaped and
pol ished by their expe ri ences for places in the spir i tual tem ple.
This tem ple is not a church of stone or brick; it is, rather, made up
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of those who fol low Jesus in the ser vice of the truth dur ing the
Gos pel age. These will “do good unto all men as they have oppor tu nity” (Galatians 6:10).
The fel low ship of the breth ren is impor tant (Hebrews 10:25).
Gath er ing together to study and pray and sing praises will help
those fol low ing Jesus to keep them selves in “the light” of God’s
word and to let that light shine out to others. This can be done
any where, not just in a church build ing.
Some do not have an oppor tu nity to meet with oth ers of sim i lar
faith yet they are clear in their knowl edge of the truth and have
a deep appre ci a tion of God’s plan because they have done so
much read ing and study ing. So the Lord pro vides for all who wish
to fol low Jesus and become “living stones” in the tem ple of God.

Great cathedrals have been built with money from poor people.
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Lesson 86

Christianity Moves Westward
He gave some to be apos tles, some to be proph ets, some
to be evan ge lists, and some to be pas tors and teach ers.—
Ephesians 4:11

I

n the early 1800s there were many influ ences on the churches
in the United States. Some of these were the west ward move ment, the new immi gra tion, and the Civil War. Many divi sions
occurred as peo ple left estab lished churches and started new
ones. Missionary soci et ies were formed and were often inter de nom i na tional. In 1816 the Amer i can Bible Soci ety was founded
and dis trib uted Bibles to even the remot est areas.
In 1786 the Meth od ists brought to the United States the idea of
reli gious instruc tion for chil dren. By 1816, only thirty years later,
Sunday Schools were found in every sec tion of the coun try.
As the West was being set tled, there was grow ing need for reli gious lead ers. Many denom i na tions founded schools for reli gious
edu ca tion where future priests and min is ters were trained.
Evan ge lists and mis sion ar ies became part of this move to the
West. Evan ge lists are those who preach the gos pel. They are
Protestant min is ters or ordi nary peo ple who speak at spe cial
services, often mov ing about to dif fer ent places. Mis sion ar ies
also preach the gos pel, often in newly set tled regions or in for eign
coun tries. As a rule, they also do edu ca tional and hos pi tal work.
The early nine teenth cen tury also saw the begin ning of camp
meet ings. These became a com mon prac tice in Amer i can evan ge lism and were held in every sec tion of the West.
The immi grants com ing from Europe and the large number of
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peo ple mov ing west caused the rapid growth of many new reli gious groups. Some of these were Mor mons (known as Lat ter Day
Saints), Adven tists, Chris tian Sci en tists, and later the Jeho vah’s
Wit nesses. Evan ge list Dwight Moody car ried on Chris tian work
among the Civil War sol diers.
Many churches, in the South as well as the North, felt an ob ligation to the blacks who had been freed from slav ery, so they set
up schools to provide reli gious instruc tion. Even tu ally the blacks
orga nized their own churches.
These ful fill the words of the text at the start of this les son and
are exam ples of how God’s word was brought to the people.

Missionaries preached the gospel
in newly settled areas and in foreign countries.
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Lesson 87

Many Shall Run To and Fro
You, Dan iel, close up and seal the words of the scroll
until the time of the end. Many will go here and there to
increase knowl edge.—Dan iel 12:4

T

here has been a greater devel op ment of knowl edge within the
past one hun dred years than at any other time in the his tory
of man kind. Most of the inven tions which are so com mon to us
today were unknown a cen tury ago. Not many real ize they are the
begin ning of the bless ings to come in the long-prom ised king dom
of Mes siah.
The inven tion of print ing using mov able type by Johann
Gutenberg in 1454 A.D. has allowed us to accu mu late a store of
knowl edge over the years. As a result, the world has become
flooded with lit er a ture in every lan guage and on every sub ject.
The increase of knowl edge, includ ing a knowl edge of God’s
word, has fol lowed along with “going here and there.” This tells
us we are liv ing in the period referred to as the “time of the end.”
This time will include the clos ing of the Gos pel age and the dawn ing of the Mil len nial age which will end the long period of sin and
death.
In God’s due time men’s minds were opened to the pos si bil i ties
of some inven tions which then inspired more com pli cated inven tions. In the nine teenth cen tury men real ized they could use
steam to power machines. Later, elec tri cal power began to be
used. Now elec tron ics and nuclear power have opened up newer
and faster means of com mu ni ca tion and trans por ta tion than ever
before thought pos si ble.
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Think of the knowl edge that went into plan ning and build ing
the space shut tles—and the advent of men walk ing on the moon!
It is amaz ing that these inven tions have devel oped within a com par a tively short space of time. For cen tu ries man kind was unable
to travel any faster than on horse back and the major ity of peo ple
prob a bly never trav eled fifty miles from where they were born.
The first loco mo tive was built less than two hun dred years ago;
now we have many forms of trans por ta tion. The auto mo bile is
the most com mon and wide spread means of trans por ta tion and is
the best exam ple of “going here and there” which is described in
Nahum 2:4.

There has been a greater increase of knowledge
in the last hundred years than at any other time.
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Lesson 88

Knowledge Shall Be Increased
For as light ning that comes from the east is vis i ble even
in the west, so will be the com ing of the Son of Man.—
Mat thew 24:27

T

wenty-five hun dred years ago God fore told through Dan iel’s
proph ecy that in the time of the end knowl edge would be in creased. Not only do we see this increase of knowl edge in earthly
things, we also see it in spir i tual things. God’s plan was hid den
from the world for hun dreds of years—until our Lord returned in
1874.
Since that time the truth of God’s word, the Bible, has be come
avail able to thou sands of peo ple. Ideas and myths that had been
prev a lent through out the Mid dle Ages could not stand in the light
of truth. An enlight en ment of minds to spir i tual things started and
is still going on.
The light ning referred to in Mat thew 24:27 is from the Greek
word astrape, which can be trans lated bright-shin ing. Since light ning actu ally gives lit tle light, the ref er ence is to the sun which
floods the earth with light as it pro gresses from east to west. So
the Sun of Righ teous ness, Jesus Christ, will shine into all cor ners
of the world, bring ing to light the hid den things of dark ness and
reveal ing the truth on every sub ject!
When chil dren are born into a world of tele vi sion, com put ers,
jet planes, and space explo ra tion, it is hard for them to real ize
their grandpar ents when they were young knew noth ing of those
inven tions. Look ing back at the way things were done in the past,
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we quickly real ize we are, indeed, in the time of increased knowledge, and the time of the end (the end of the present age of evil).
Not only has the indus trial age changed life on earth, but
nature is also expe ri enc ing changes which will pre pare the earth
for hab i ta tion in areas never before pos si ble. Major earth quakes,
storms, and floods all con trib ute to these changes. In due time
the curse will be removed and the bless ings of God will flow to
every one (Isa iah 35:1; 45:18; 65:17,21,22).
The Bible tells of the com ing glory of earth; it will become a
won der ful par a dise. This will ful fill God’s plan for all man kind
and bring bless ings beyond what we can imag ine. The earth is
God’s foot stool and he will make his foot stool glo ri ous! (Isa iah
60:13; 66:1; Acts 7:49).

In the time of the end knowledge would increase.
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Lesson 89

A Time of Trouble
For then there will be great dis tress, unequaled from the
begin ning of the world until now—and never to be
equaled again.—Mat thew 24:21

I

n the pres ent time we are real iz ing the ful fill ment of the pre dic tions of this text and Dan iel 12:1—“there shall be a time of trou ble, such as never was since there was a na tion” (King James).
But it gives us com fort to know that it will be the last of the trou blous times com ing upon the earth.
The les sons will be severe for all who are liv ing at that time
because peo ple must learn that God is in con trol of all of earth’s
affairs, and always has been. He will not allow the lit eral earth or
man kind to be com pletely destroyed but he will destroy those
who are destroy ing or cor rupt ing the earth (Rev e la tion 11:18).
When the time is right for Christ and his church to take over the
rul er ship of the earth, Satan and his fol low ers will be re strained
from their deceit ful and wicked works (Rev e la tion 20:2,3). There
will be a res ur rec tion of the dead (Acts 24:15) and peace and righ t eous ness will pre dom i nate every where. What won der ful bless ings! And because these things were prom ised by God, we can be
sure they will hap pen.
We do not like to hear about wars and rumors of wars, or of the
ter ri ble ways in which some peo ple treat oth ers. We do not like to
think about the build ing and use of machines of war which have
been pro duced to destroy oth ers. Nor do we like to think about
plagues of dis eases, wide spread star va tion, strikes and lay offs,
huge cor po ra tions merg ing and increas ing their con trol of wealth
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and power, and the ex ces sive greed and self ish ness among peo ple of all nations.
These are things that will be made right in the com ing age so
that all man kind will live together in peace and har mony. Even
the reli gious insti tu tions will ex pe ri ence great upheav als so they
also will even tu ally come together in peace and har mony.
These upheav als in all realms of earth’s soci ety are called anar chy (com plete dis or der and law less ness) which cause a time of
trou ble such as never was! While we do not look for ward to such a
ter ri ble time in the world, yet we rejoice that a better time is com ing after wards and that this “better time” will be for every one—
all who have ever lived upon this earth.

The present “time of trouble” will be the last troublous time
for the people of earth.
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Lesson 90

The Church, Militant, Triumphant
He will rule them with an iron scep ter; he will dash them
to pieces like pottery.—Reve la tion 2:27 (also Psalm 2:9)

T

he church dur ing the Gos pel age is spo ken of as being “mil i tant.” This does not mean they go to war with swords, guns,
and tanks. God’s peo ple bat tle in an entirely dif fer ent way
because their war fare is against the temp ta tions of the world, of
human desires, and the deceit ful ness of Satan.
The church does not fight for their “rights.” It was a ter ri ble mis take when, in the Mid dle Ages, the church bat tled with swords
and spears against nations and those who did not accept the
dom i nant church’s beliefs.
When Jesus and the apos tles were on earth, they did not inter fere in any way with earthly pow ers. On the con trary, they taught
their fol low ers to obey the laws of the land and to respect those in
author ity because of their office even if they were not per son ally
wor thy of this respect (Mat thew 22:21; Romans 13:1). Jesus and
his apos tles were law-abid ing, although they were sep a rate from
and took no part in the governments of this world.
Ephe sians 6:11-17 describes the “armor” the church mil i tant is
to wear. The Chris tian does bat tle by wield ing the sword of the
spirit, the word of God, the truth. He pro claims the good news of
the com ing king dom and has the spirit of ser vice to oth ers.
The breast plate of righteous ness symbol izes our Sav ior’s death.
It is a cov er ing for us pro vided by the merit of Jesus’ sac ri fice. Our
hearts would fail from dis cour age ment with out it.
The san dals of peace sym bol ize our full con se cra tion to the
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Lord. They help us over the rough places with out com pro mis ing
the truth.
The shield of faith is our trust in God and his truth. It helps us
with stand the “arrows” of Satan and his fol low ers.
We put on the hel met which sym bol izes knowl edge, an intel li gent hope of sal va tion. We need this as the adversary Satan will
try every thing in his power to take us away from the truth. We
carry the sword of the spirit which helps us defend the doc trines
of Christ from the attacks of error. We can own this sword only by
care ful and con stant study of God’s word and by being ready to
use it in defense of the truth.

God’s people do not battle
with swords, guns, or tanks.
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Lesson 91

New Heavens and New Earth
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there
was no lon ger any sea.—Rev e la tion 21:1

M

any Scrip tures in the Bible use sym bolic lan guage. In this
text heaven rep re sents the var i ous reli gious or spir i tual
pow ers, earth is sym bolic of the lower or social order of things,
moun tains rep re sent earthly gov ern ments, and seas are the rest less and dis con tented masses of the peo ple of the earth.
When John was given a vision of the new earth, he saw the
same phys i cal earth with a new social order—a better way of life
based on God’s righ teous rules and prin ci ples.
When John saw the vision of the new heav ens, he was not see ing God’s throne in a new place. The heav ens here re ferred to are
the reli gious sys tems in the world all claim ing to be the “right”
reli gion. Even tu ally these will give way to the estab lish ment of
Christ’s king dom of truth and righ teous ness.
Christ’s king dom is the third “heav ens and earth” or “the world
to come.” The first was the world that was flooded with water in
Noah’s day (2 Peter 3:6). It had been under the rule and influ ence
of the angels.
The sec ond world or social order then started and it will end in
the great time of trou ble. This world is also called the “pres ent evil
world” because of Satan’s power and influ ence; indeed, he is
called “the prince of this world” (John 12:31). The new heav ens
and the new earth in the world to come will be based on love and
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jus tice rather than might and oppres sion; righ teous ness will pre vail.
The blot ting out of evil will be grad ual and it will take a thou sand years of Christ’s king dom before it will be accom plished.
This will be a time when “the righteous will flour ish” (Psalm 72:7),
and “the will ing and obe di ent will eat the best from the land” (Isa iah 1:19). Even tu ally all evil men will be cut off (Psalm 37:9).
Man kind has been hop ing and pray ing for these con di tions
since our Lord walked this earth and taught his dis ci ples to pray:
“Your king dom come. Your will be done on earth, as it is in
heaven” (Mat thew 6:10). This is a won der ful prom ise and is yet to
be ful filled!

Christ’s kingdom is “the world to come.”
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Lesson 92

The Desert Shall Blossom
The wil der ness will rejoice and blos som. Like the cro cus,
it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout
for joy.—Isa iah 35:1,2

A

t this time when the world is in ter ri ble tur moil, many things
.are being done to save the earth and the envi ron ment. We
see human inge nu ity work ing mir a cles. New inven tions are being
made so rap idly that many become obso lete in a short time.
Many of these inven tions are not being used to make things
better for man kind because men’s hearts are still filled with pride
and greed. Those who try to bring about a better world may have
some suc cess but it will take God’s power dur ing Christ’s reign to
bring about the per fect earth and social con di tions.
The “blos som ing of the wil der ness” assures us that pro vi sions
will be made for the phys i cal and spir i tual needs of mil lions who
will be brought forth from the grave. Their minds will be freed from
super sti tion, knowl edge will replace igno rance, and love will
replace hate and sin ful ness. The next age will be a time of edu ca tion!
The Jew ish nation had a wrong idea of the kingdom of God
because they thought it would be only an earthly king dom. Many
today make the oppo site mis take in think ing it will be only a heav enly king dom. Yet Jesus clearly taught that a king dom, a gov ern ment, will be estab lished right here on earth, and that there would
be a heav enly gov ern ment which will reign over all (Isa iah 65:17;
Rev e la tion 21:1).
It is hard to imag ine a per fect earth where everyone lives in
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peace and har mony, but that will hap pen some day. All the
destruc tive forces will be gone and the earth will truly “rejoice
and blos som” for there will be plenty of water for the dry places
(Isa iah 35:1,2). The restored earth will be like the gar den of Eden
before sin destroyed it. The earth will then be called “par a dise”
and man kind will appre ci ate the bless ing of living for ever in such
a beau ti ful place.
The oppor tu nity to experience both good and evil will enable
man kind to choose good in the king dom, and be granted ever last ing life on a per fected earth. Those who con tinue to prac tice evil
will be destroyed in the sec ond death.
Dur ing the thou sand years of res ti tu tion work under the reign
of the Mes siah, the earth will be brought to the con di tion God
intended when he cre ated it. Then the cre ative work will be com plete—both of the earth and of man kind!

The restored earth will be like
the garden of Eden before sin destroyed it.
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Lesson 93

Hallelujah Chorus and Ages to Come
Great and mar vel ous are your deeds, Lord God Al mighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages.—
Rev e la tion 15:3

A

t the close of the thou sand year Mes si anic king dom the
.Mediator will deliver the kingdom over to the heavenly Father
(1 Corin thi ans 15:24). Our great God is truly wor thy of wor ship,
obe di ence, and love (Psalm 86:9). Yet there will be those who
obey only because they are forced to do so, not because they are
loyal to God in their heart.
God will not give ever last ing life to the human fam ily with out
first teach ing them to obey his will. That is why Satan will be let
loose from impris on ment (Rev e la tion 20:3) and will try again to
de ceive the peo ple.
At that time man kind will have had expe ri ence with both righ t eous ness and evil. They will be given a choice—to fol low Satan
which will even tu ally end in sec ond death, or to fol low the laws of
the king dom and live for ever on a per fected earth.
Even when we were “dead in sins,” God had great love for us
(Ephe sians 2:1). Those who are “dead in sins” are all man kind for
they are all under the sen tence of death and have no right to ever last ing life (Romans 3:10).
Satan has never given up his desire to be higher than God and
have man kind wor ship him. This goal will not change dur ing the
time he is bound. Fallen angels, as well as man kind, will be tested
when Satan des per ately tries to regain con trol of the world.
The end of the Mil len nial age will see all the wicked de stroyed,
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cut off in sec ond death. All the will ing and obe di ent will be
brought to com plete per fec tion the way God had orig i nally
planned (Isa iah 45:18). This, then, will com plete God’s prom ise
to Abra ham in Gen e sis 22:18 to bless all the fam i lies of the earth.
Then there will be no more sick ness and dying (Rev e la tion
21:4). The earth will be com pletely cleansed and will “yield her
increase.” Every crea ture in heaven and earth will ex claim, “To
him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor
and glory and power, for ever and ever!” (Revelation 5:13; Ephe sians 2:7; Philip pians 2:10,11).
“Your king dom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.” Hal le lu jah!

Praise, honor, glory, and power be to God for ever and ever!
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