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All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works.—2 Timothy 3:16, 17

When the Chridtian first commits his life unto God he has the desire which Jesus hed at
his baptism, "Lo, | come to do thy will, O God" (Heb. 10:7-9). The balance of the
Chridian life is spent in trying to determine what thet will is.

The Apostle Paul discusses this subject in detail in the twelfth chapter of Romans. In the
first verse he urges consecration: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your bodies aliving sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service.”

In the second verse he follows through by showing that the determination of God' s will
involves arenewing of the mind: "And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect will of God."

Thiswill then involve the determination of the Chridian in the role God wisheshim to
fill. Thus Paul continues in verse three with the concept of evauation: "For | say, through
the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himsdf more
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dedlt to every
man the measure of faith.”

After discussing the diversity of operationsin the body of Christ in verses four through
eight, he completes the chapter with practica gpplications of the principles of Chrigtian
living.



A Life of Study

With such atask ahead of him, it islittle wonder that the admonition is penned: " Study to
show thysdlf approved unto God, aworkman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing theword of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).

The word study in this verse would be better trandated as diligent, showing that it is not
only the accumulation of knowledge Paul is encouraging but the gpplication of that
knowledge in avitd Chrigtian life of service to his God and to his Savior, Jesus Chrig.

Thisissue of THE HERALD is devoted to thistopic of sudying to determine the will of
God. It is based on the premise that the only sure foundation for Chritian living isthe
word of God, the Bible.

The opening trestise examines the relationship of study, devotion, and sarvice. It is

entitlted Balance in the Christian Walk and shows the necessty of dl three dementsina
well rounded Chrigtian life. Both proper devotion and proper service are based on an
intellectud affirmation of the priority of God' swill in one€ slife. Study becomes essentid

to the determination of that will.

The second article, The Importance of Study, may appear to address an obvious theme;
but the author looks at study in four distinct areas—doctrine, prophecy, service, and
divine principles.

Some Thoughts on Bible Study, acknowledges that the Bible is hard to understand.
Written by avariety of authors over a period exceeding two thousand yearsand in a
minimum of two ancient languages, it would be amazing if it were easy to comprehend.
The author discusses various principles that will help the diligent student in his search for
truth from this amazing and inspired book.

A tract on Bible study, origindly published by the New Albany (IN) Bible Students has
been condensed for the next article, entitted How to Study the Bible.

Honest, ancere, and highly educated scholars have disagreed over the meaning of many
Bible passages. Incons stencies between ancient manuscripts and awide variance
between trandators of the Bible raise the question, How can | know which Bibleis best?
In adetailed and andyticd study this very question is probed in the deeply-researched
aticle, How to Choose a Bible Translation. \We have devoted alarge portion of this
issue to this article because of the importance of the subject and the thorough research
that went into its writing.

Not only do various trandations vie for our attention but different gpproaches to the
manner of Bible study are dso frequently urged. Some students contend strongly for a
verse by verse gpproach to the scriptures, while others prefer atopical method of study,
often using various topica study guides as an aid. These two gpproaches are evaluated in
the treatise, Precept Upon Precept, which discusses the advantages of each method.



A biblica example of the topical method of study is explored through a verse by verse
sudy in the first chapter of Hebrews. The subject of that chapter is The Preeminence of
Christ and astudy of the chapter not only illuminates that theme but o gives important
ingghtsinto the gpostles approach to Bible study and the New Testament use of Old
Testament quotations.

Our desireisthat thisissue not only be an assstance to each of usin gaining more from
our sudies of the Lord' sword but that it so be an incentive to more diligent study. Such
study, however, is not the end of our goa. The purpose of the study isto enable usto
each live alife more pleasing to our heavenly Father and moreto hisglory.

"But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, decelving your own selves. For if any
be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, heislike unto aman beholding his neturd facein
aglass..."—James 1.22, 23



Study, Devotion, and Service

Baance In The Christian Walk

And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking
of bread, and in prayers.—Acts 2:42

Allen Coffman

The Lord expects each of usto live up to his or her consecration with afull commitment
of al our talents and resources—al of our time and energy—our ALL! We have made a
complete and unreserved commitment and the chalenge now isto determine what areas
will best aid and direct the development of our new creature in Jesus Christ. The three
aress we look at here are necessary for that development. In properly developing these
areas we hope to be well pleasing to our heavenly Father and make our "cdling and
election sure.”

Study

We are congdered to bein the School of Chris—Iearning to belike him and to walk in
his footsteps. One of the main tools that we can useis the study of the word of God.
Where e se do we find an understlanding of what is proper and what isimproper—what is
true doctrine and what is false doctrine. Isaiah 28 refersto a class of individuals who

have consdered improperly the lessons contained in scripture:

"But they aso have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; the
priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine,
they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in vison, they sumblein
judgment” (Isa 28:7).

The specific dlegation hereis to teachers who, through imbibing wrong doctrine, have
lost their way. The same principle, however, gppliesto dl the consecrated. If indeed we
do not have a strong, proper doctrind stand, how can we possibly maintain a proper
vison—aproper balance? How can we possbly make proper judgmentsin our daily
wak?

"Study to shew thysdlf gpproved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).

Only inthisway isit possible to gpproach the state for which we are gtriving. If we do
not know the doctrines, then how can we expect to be able to conform our lives, our
direction, our choices to the vison. There are many "good" individuas in the world,
individuas that sacrifice for others and are devoted to alife of righteousliving. But do
they have the correct vison? Do they know whét it isthey are striving to accomplish? Do
they know that the kingdom is the only answer to the problems that we see in the world?



Correct doctrine is very important and shoud lead us to an informed course of action for
our new cregture. Interestingly, the word "study" in 2 Timothy 2:15 is Strong's 4704. We
gan further ingght into it's meaning when we see it's usage in the following scriptures:
"Let uslabor therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fal after the same example of
unbdief" (Heb. 4:11); "Wherefore, beoved, seeing that ye look for such things, be
diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameess’ (2 Peter
3:14).

These trandations highlighted in the two texts imply that we must labor in the
assimilation of the principles of righteousness and be diligent in our efforts to dways
seek hiswill according to scripturd principles. This diilgence will involve both study and
goplication.

Tegting will cometo us, trids and at times tribulation. Therefore " Study to show thyself
approved,"—study the doctrine, study your course of conduct, keep it in harmony with
the doctrine. "Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we
have heard, lest a any time we should let them dip* (Heb. 2:1). We can maintain the
harmony in our Chrigtian walk if we keep our doctrine pure.

Devotion

This subject reminds us of the story of Mary, anointing the feet of Jesus, and the beautiful
relationship shown there for us. Hereis a picture of pure devotion—true sacrifice to our
Lord Jesus.

We do not have our Lord Jesus herein the flesh with us—we cannat literdly pour the
sweet smdling ointment upon him. But what of his feet members? Surely thereisan
opportunity for each of us, if we look, to pour out a blessing on one of these. He assures
us hewill count it asif it were done unto him. "And the King shdl answer and say unto
them, Verily | say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto me' (Matt. 25:40).

One of our admonitions is to anoint one another’ s feest—to be of comfort. Mary had a
deep, loving, benevolent heart which delighted in sacrifices and was degply sympathetic.
In our minigtrations to our brethren, remember that they may bein need of many things—
some have need of love; some of sympathy; some of companionship; and some of
understanding. Our aabaster boxes are our hearts. They must be broken to put forth the
sweet perfume of good wishes, kindness, and love toward dll.

How can we be like Mary? The fragrance in our alabaster boxes does no good unlessit is
used to benefit others. We receive afeding of uplift when akind act is done. We can
savor the aroma of it and our hearts are full aswe are privileged to bless. The warning
remains, however, that we should not tarry for "Flowers on the casket cast no fragrance
upon the oneinsde.



"She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying’
(Mark 14:8). In addition, we remember that Mary loved to Sit at the feet of Jesusto learn
of histeachings. We see then by her example that devotion is very important but it is not
enough. A proper balance must include a proper proportion of both devotion and study.

Wise counsdl dong theselinesisfound in The New Creation, page 319:

"Growth in knowledge is very lidble to detract from devotion—strange asit may
appear—if attention be energeticaly directed in one channd, it is gpt to lead to dwarfing
in other directions. The Chrigtian is not to be dl head and no heart. . . The spirit of a
sound mind directs us to cultivate dl the fruits and graces which go to round out and
complete a perfect character.”

"Baance" isrequired so that one area does not overpower another. We must constantly
attend and test our attitude so that we can be aware of any tendency to movetoo far in
any one direction and to correct that tendency when it is found. Service

"Therefore dl things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to
them: for thisisthe law and the prophets’ (Mait. 7:12). "Aswe have therefore
opportunity, let us do good unto al men, epecialy unto them who are of the household
of faith" (Gd. 6:10).

These scriptures provide us with aframework to regulate and balance our approach to
sarvice, not only to those in the world but aso to those whom we call brethren. Serviceis
aways appropriate and these scriptures provide a built-in order of priority. They show the
importance of attending to the household of faith now—understanding that theworld in
generd will, in the future, benefit from the glorification of the church and the

inauguration of the New Covenant with the nation of Isradl.

The golden rule has provided mankind a generd direction of conduct that in previous
years has served them well. Lately, however, it seems that the rule has been changed to
"Do unto others before they have a chance to do it unto you.” Thisisasign of our times
and a perversion of the principle of righteousness.

"A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good
behavior, given to hospitality, apt to teach; ..." (1 Tim. 3:2). We can see by this scripture
that hospitdity is aso avery important part of service. Why ese would it be included in
the attributes to seek when decting elders. This admonition is not, however, limited to
sarvants. "Didributing to the necessity of sants; given to hospitdity” (Rom. 12:13). All
are included in this admonition—a proper attitude of serviceto our brethren.

If our devation is strong, we will seek to curtail, to the extent possible, within reasonable
economic limits the demands of the family and especidly the demands of sdif. In this
way we will have dl the more to lay upon the dtar of sacrificein serviceto our brethren
and to the cause of present truth.



Balance is the Answer

"Study—Devotion—Service' three portions of a consecrated walk. There are only 24
hours in a day—how should that time be divided —what should we do first, second and
third: should | tract today, should | fix that leeky roof, should | contact those new
customers, should | study that text, should | send that note to Sister X? We have so many
demands on our time; what is the proper course? The Lord expects us to make decisons
in our consecrated walks now—so that our characters and the decision making processes
will be strengthened and we will become practiced in making decisions based upon
scripturd principles.

Many in the service of the truth are continudly pressing toward the mark. How does their
seemingly endless activity make us fed? Does our conscience nag us at every turn, and
do we fedl ashamed that we do not do more in the service? Then brethren, we must ook
to the choices we are making in our daily wak. There are times when we must
concentrate on the things of the earth—to make a living and to provide shelter for our
families. What of the rest of the time—do we use it to the best spiritual benefit or not, and
how do we judge ourselves?

Thefollowing scriptures provide one test:

"Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God" (1 John
3:21). Thisisthe best spiritud condition. If the heart is right then we are right. If our
conscience is clear and we have presented the matter before the Lord, then we can be
assured that even if the decision we have made turns out to be wanting it is the best that
we could do.

On the other hand the following verse may apply: "For if our heart condemn us, God is
greater than our heart, and knoweth dl things' (1 John 3:20).

Our Lord understands our frame and cares for us. Aswe seek to do hiswill more
perfectly each day—in the ecclesagtudies, in our devotiond time, and in the service of
the Magter, we will a timesfdl short. The flesh isimperfect. God is greater than our
heart—he understands and forgives us if only we ask and continue to strive our best. "Let
us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find
graceto help in time of need" (Heb. 4:16).

What isthe correct answer of balance in these matters? The real answer isfor each
consecrated new creature in Christ to apply the scriptura principles to themsalves. Ask
these quedtions as often as necessary: Am | devoting a sufficient amount of timeto
study? Am | spending a sufficient amount of time in devotion? Do | use my time wisdly
in the service of my brethren? Is my heart right and does it approve of what | am doing?
Ismy Chrigtian walk in balance or isit out of balance?

Bdance In The Ecclesa—In the Home—And at Work



The ecclesia, the home, and our place of employment are dl very important placesto
grive for baance. We are subjected to some of our most important testings here and
should seek to gpply the principles of righteousness at every opportunity. The following
scripture provides a framework for a proper balance in the ecclesaand in the other areas
that will be conddered in thisarticle. It may aso provide aclue asto how the relaionship
BETWEEN these areas may be handled. "But the wisdom thét is from above isfirg pure,
then peacegble, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without

partidity, and without hypocrisy” (James 3:17).

This attribute of wisdom is epecidly desired in obtaining a proper baance of character.
Let us review these properties with respect to our own actions, thoughts, and
communications with the brethren in our classes—with our family members, both
consecrated and unconsecrated—and the ones with whom we work each day.

First—Purity

Webster defines purity as "freedom from adulterating matter.” Are we free of hidden
agendas that would cloud our judgment in the ecclesa? Are we interested in the
development of the new creature in Christ Jesus—or are we more interested in our
influence on others? When decisions are discussed, do we submit our preferencesin the
interest of others, or do we seek our own way in the matter before the ecclesaand cal it
aprinciple?

How about the home? The marriage contract involves certain commitments. Ina
consecrated home the hushand and spouse are "equaly yoked." Both pull in the same
direction. Deciding about the use of time is a much easer maiter when the same goas are
indilled in each of the partners. Even in the introduction of children into the rdaionship
there is more congstency in judgment and a mutua understanding.

How about the consecrated brother or sister who does not have a consecrated spouse?
Time demands are certain to become a matter of conflict—how are these and other
Stuations resolved? It becomes a matter not so easily addressed and often resultsin
compromise.

The workplace provides an additiona challenge to the purity of a consecrated child of
God. We have seen an increasing pressure over the past 25 years in the business arena to
"look the other way," and to do that which will be good for the profitability of the
company a the expense of honesty and persond integrity, "purity.” In some instances

this has resulted in the loss of employment on the basis of didoydlty, or the false
accusation of an uncooperative dtitude. It is so important for one to be true to the purity
that isin his heart—especidly in these matters and in these times.

"He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity,
nor sworn deceitfully. He shdl receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness
from the God of his salvation.—Psalm 24:4, 5



Second—Peaceable, Gentleand Easy to be Entrested

These are admirable traits to possess in the ecclesa. Do we have these characteristics or
are we abrasive, tactless, aoof, and condescending due to the fact we have been in the
truth so long—have so much knowledge—so much indght—and are we sure that the best
possible course of action is our own? The control of these character traits are more
difficult for some than others. Psychologiststdl usthat there are four primary types of
individuds, ranging from very dominant to very passve. It isrelatively easy for the
passive individua to conform to these types because they run aong the naturd lines of

the persondity—but for the naturally aggressive person it is quite another matter. Does
this mean then that we should dl be passive?

"And James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and he surnamed them
Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder” (Mark 3:17) It appears that our Lord had two
with him who were not 0 gentle—at least at first. We should expect then to encounter al
sorts of individuas in the eccesa arrangement—each sriving to obtain that Christlike
character—forceful yet peacegble; strong yet gentle; convinced yet easy to be entreated.

Marriage offers an arrangement which provides ample opportunity to practice these
attributes. It is al too easy to dlow bad fedings and words to build walls between
husband and wife. If left standing, these walls become cemented and require consderable
effort to remove—if indeed they can be removed at al. Business, like marriage, requires
the cooperation of individuas. The same principles gpply in the office asin the home—
ligening, hearing, and understanding.

Third—Full of Mercy and Good Fruits

How do we treat those whom we believe have wronged us? Is our demeanor still one of
love and respect or do we avoid alook, a contact; or worse yet, do we ignore them? The
old man would like us to keep our distance, hold that grudge or spesk evil. We must put
off the old man. "That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which

is corrupt according to the decetful lusts' (Eph. 4:22).

Asnew creaturesin Chrigt Jesus the fedings of that old man must be put off. We must
put those things behind and show mercy a every opportunity.

"Put on therefore, asthe dect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness,
humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one
another, if any man have aquarrel againgt any: even as Chrigt forgave you, so dso do
ye" (Cal. 3:12, 13).

Thisfollows epecidly in the arrangement in the home. Understanding the wesknesses
and strengths of your mate is a necessary step in the process of developing mercy but
only one hdf of the equation. Understanding our own weaknesses and strengths and

thinking about these completes the circle. Know when you are prone to be unmerciful.



Restrain the casud and abrupt reaction to the actions and words of your spouse. Consider
the implications of your actions and words before they are spoken (1 Cor. 9:27).

Mercy and good works are proper aso in the workplace. Here we ded with those in the
world. Sometimesit is difficult to live with the words and actions we see. We want to
change the motives and actions of these people to conform to that which will be only
possible in the Kingdom of God on the earth. The blinding influence of Satan must be
removed—the blinding influence WILL BE REMOVED in the inaugurated Kingdom and
not before. Thisisal the more reason to remember that we are to show mercy and good
works even now. "As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto al men,
epecidly unto them who are of the household of faith” (Gd. 6:10).

Fourth—Without Partidity and Without Hypocrisy

"| charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Chrigt, and the elect angels, that thou
observe these things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partidity”
(1 Tim. 5:212).

Strong's defines partidity as"showing favoritism” a"leaning towards™ Thisimplies
judtice in our dedlings with othersin the ecclesia, in the home, and in our place of
employment, fair and impartia trestment of dl we comein contact with. This statement
brings to mind the picture of justice—her arm outstretched with true balances awaiting
the verdict. Jehovah loves atrue balance (Prov. 11:1). We, as representatives, must hold
his principle of impartidity closeto usin dl of our affairs.

We must avoid becoming an "actor under an assumed character,” a hypocrite. "Either
how cangt thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull out the mote that isin thine eye,
when thou thysdf beholdest not the beam that isin thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast
out firgt the beam out of thine own eye, and then shdt thou see clearly to pull out the
mote that isin thy brother' s eye’ (Luke 6:42). How important it is to be true to our
consecration and to the spirit that is within us. "But above dl things, my brethren, swear
not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be
yea; and your nay, nay; lest yefdl into condemnation” (James 5:12). We must live our
consecration—we mugt act in amanner consistent with the character we are building
within usin the new creature —we must seek wisdom in our afairs.



Some Thoughts on Bible Study

Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, handling aright the word of truth.—2 Timothy 2:15 ASV

R. E. Evans

All who desire to follow Jesus of Nazareth and have arelationship with their Creator
must make adirect and forthright examination of the Bible; not amere formdlity of
thoughtless reading, but the diligent use of every avallable meansto learn of the
ingtructions set forth by the heavenly Father for his crestion.

"Blessed is the man...[whosg] ddight isin the law of the Jehovah. And on his law he doth
meditate day and night. And he shdl be like atree planted by therivers of water, that
bringeth forth its fruit in its season...whatsoever he doeth shdl prosper” (Psa 1:1-3
ASV).

Before such an examination can be fruitful, however, an adequate answer must be made
to the question, "Isthe Bible, asit is avalable today, the true, unadulterated, message of
the Creator?”’

Manuscripts

In his second letter to Timothy the Apostle Paul wrote, "Every scripture inspired of God
[theopneustos, Strong' s#2315] isadso profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
for ingruction which isrighteousness’ (2 Tim. 3:16 ASV).

The literd meaning of the Greek word trandated "inspired of God" is bresthed out by
God. Paul did not write "inspired,” he wrote expired, or exhaed. To Paul there was no
question asto the origin or source of scripture. The words of the Bible were God-exhaled.

The Apostle Peter shared Paul’ s belief: "For no prophecy ever came by the will of man:
but holy men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:21 ASV). Thus,
we may have confidence the origind writings were given under divine control.

Thereisno similar assurance such control continued to be exerted as the words were
passed down through the generations. In fact, a number of scriptures strongly imply such
overruling was neather intended nor accomplished. [See Deut. 4.2; 12:32; Prov. 30:6;
Rev. 22:18, 19. If God had determined that changes to the inspired records could not be
introduced, the warnings found in these texts would have been unnecessary |

The student, therefore, is placed in adifficult postion. Though the Bible was first
recorded under divine guidance, no origina manuscripts containing the God-exhaed
words are known to exist. The earliest extant records date from the second century B.C.
for the Old Testament, and the second through fourth centuries after Christ for the New



Testament. That these records are not perfect copies of the origina is readily evident by
the variations found in them.

Translation

Even if the manuscripts had been passed down without error, there ill remainsthe
problem of trandation. Careful students know that the book they useis printed in a
language unknown at the time the origind words were spoken and written. So, the

accuracy of trandation isavitd issue.

It isimpossible to make a concise and perfect rendering of any extended writing of
another language. If al peoples of the earth possessed exactly the same set of idess,
expressed in exactly the same manner, using one never-changing word for each divison
of thought, the work of trandating would be easy. But such is not the case. It may require
severd English wordsto cover dl that is contained in one word found in the Hebrew or
Greek manuscripts and, conversaly, one English word may cover several Hebrew or
Greek words.

Repetition

One ample example of the difficulties faced when trandating is thet of repetition. In
modern English writing repetition is avoided by using synonymous words. If done when
trandating, however, it may cause doubt and uncertainty, if not obscurity. Thisis a
particular problem where aword is used in afigurative or metaphoric sense.

The trandators of the King James Verson (Authorized Verson) often fdll prey to this
snare, but did not seeit as a deficiency. On the contrary, they took pride in their nor+
uniformity. In their preface, entitled The Translators to the Reader, they wrote:

"Ancther thing we think good to admonish thee of, gentle Reader, that we have not tied
oursaves to an uniformity of phrasing, or to an identity of words, as some peradventure
wish we had done—that we should express the same notion in the same particular word:
asfor example, if we trandate the Hebrew or Greek word once by ‘purpose,” never to call
it ‘intent’; if one were ‘journeying,” never ‘travelling’; if one where ‘think,” never

‘suppose;’ if onewhere ‘pain,” never ‘ache;’ if onewhere ‘joy,” never ‘gladness;’ etc..
Thus, to mince the matter, we thought to savor more of curiogity than wisdom, and that
rather it would breed scorn in the atheist, than profit to the godly reader. For isthe
kingdom of God become words and syllables? Why should we be in bondage to them, if
we may befree?' (The Translators to the Reader, KI).

Unfortunately, this preface is not included in the modern editions of the KJv; so, most
readers today are unaware of the liberties taken by the trandators of King James. It would
have been much better if they had been more Srictly litera, even though they may have
been charged with producing monotonous repetition.



It is the true modern taste prefers a change in sound, but sometimes force and power, as
well as accuracy, are sacrificed for its achievement. A casein point may be found in
Paul’ s second | etter to the Corinthians.

"Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Chrigt, the Father of mercies, and the
God of dl comfort [parakiesis, #3874]; who comforteth [parakaleo, #3870] usin al our
tribulation that we may be able to comfort [#3870] them which are in any trouble, by the
comfort [#3874] wherewith we ourselves are comforted [#3870] of God" (2 Cor. 1.3, 4
KJV).

Here the trandatorstired of the repetition; not so the Apostle. He had not yet extracted dll
the comfort out of the blessed word:

"For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation [#3874] aso aboundeth
by Christ. And whether we be afflicted, it isfor your consolation [#3874] and savation,
which is effectud in the enduring of the same sufferings which we o suffer: or whether
we be comforted [#3870], it isfor your consolation [#3874] and sdvation. And our hope
of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings so shall ye be dso of
the consolation [#3874]" (2 Cor. 1:5-7 KJV).

The use of the synonym consolation dramatically attenuates the passon in Paul’s
thought. It would have been better had the trand ators followed the Apostl€’ s lead.

Another exampleisfound in our Lord' s parable of the marriage feast (Matt. 22:2-14).
The King James trandators chose to use both call and bid to render the Greek kaleo,
#2564. In so doing they disregarded the unique meaning often given thisword by the
ingpired writersin such texts as. " . . and whom he foreordained, them he dso cdled, and
whom he cdlled, them he d o judtified; and whom he judtified, them he dso glorified”
(Rom. 8:30 ASV); and". . . they . . . that are with him, cdled, and chosen, and faithful"
(Rev. 17:14 ASV).

The use of the word bid in the parable obscuresiits linkage to these and smilar texts and
to that specid meaning. As shown by the concluding thought, the lesson of the parable
depends on thissingular gpplication of cdl ". . . many are cdled, but few are chosen”
(Matt. 22:14 AsV).

So, the use of bid divorces much of the parable from its concluding thought. This results
in confusion and misunderstanding. With such evidence before them, then, the students
of the Bible dare not let down their guard.



King James Version

Non-uniformity in rendering a given word is not the only difficulty with the KJv. Its
overd| pogtion istdlingly summearized in the Preface of the Revised Standard Version:

". . . the King James has grave defects. By the middle of the nineteenth century, the
development of biblical studies and the discovery of many manuscripts more ancient than
those upon which the King James was based, made it manifest that these defects are so
many and S0 serious as to cal for revision of the English trandation. . . . The King James
Verson of the New Testament was based upon a Greek text that was marred by mistakes,
containing the accumulated errors of fourteen centuries of manuscript copying” (Preface,
RV).

Thus the student must be diligent when using the King James Verson.
Other Translations

But what of the other trandations? |s there not one that may be used in confidence? To
seek an answer, let us turn to another preface, that found in the New English Bible. There
the trand ators declared:

"We have conceived our task to be that of understanding the origind as precisdy aswe
could (using dl available aids), and then saying again in our native idiom what we
believed the author to be saying in his. We have found that in practice this frequently
compelled us to make decisions where the older method of trandation alowed a
comfortable ambiguity. In such places we have been aware that we take a risk, but we
have thought it our duty to take the risk rather than to remain on the fence" (Introduction
to the New Testament, NEB). [Author’s emphasis]

Instead of leaving ambiguities students could resolve for themsdlves, the trand ators felt
compelled to take arisk and to make decisons. How much greeter risk do students take
when they read this trandation and accept its rendering without question!

With every trandation asimilar problem exists. We must be ever dert, otherwise we may
learn the words of the creature and not those of the Creator.

Guidance

What is the student to do? Is the task impossible? No! It is difficult, but not impossible.
Paul provided the guidance: . . . prove dl things; hold fast that which is good” (1 Thess.
5:21 ASV); "Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15 ASV).

In the lagt text the phrase "handling aright” (rightly dividing in the King James) comes
from the Greek orthotomeo [#3719], which means "to cut straight,” "to dissect correctly.”



BASELINE OF HARMONY: The cutting straight of the Bibleis not achieved in asingle
stroke but gradudly, bit by bit. Each smdl advance of truth must be proved. The student
must dissect correctly each new thought and weigh it againg a basdine of harmony.

The proving of athought can only be accomplished by a careful comparison of dl that
the Bible contains concerning it. The truth should never be assumed aslong asthereisa
single passage that apparently contradicts or is out of harmony with other passages, or if
the thought is inconsistent with God' s character. Contradiction, inconsstency, and
discord are dl sgns of misunderstanding and, possibly, error.

The Bible must be and is, when rightly understood, one harmonious whole. It could never
teach that which any portion of it contradicts. Neither could it teach that which isnot in
harmony with God' s attributes. The perfect correspondence of every statement of
scripture with respect to any subject isthe only proof of the correctness of an
interpretation. It is the best guard we have againgt the error that may be introduced
through faulty manuscripts and poor trandation.

GOD’S CHARACTER: To establish and use this basdline of harmony it is necessary to
know of God's character. Asthe designer and creator of al that we perceive, God
ordered and established the laws of nature; laws whose beauty and consistency of
operation we see and admire. Let human reason do its best to trace known factsto a
known and competent cause; but, back of it al stands an omnipotent God—". . .Because
that which is known of God is manifest in them; for God manifested it unto them. For the
invisble things of him since the creation of the world are dlearly seen, being perceived
through the things which are made, even his everlagting power and divinity; thet they

may be without excuse: . . ." (Rom. 1:19, 20 ASV).

To perceive the power of God will result in dread of that omnipotence unless he can be
seen a so to possess benevolence and goodness. Without such counterbaance his creation
would live in congtant fear. Thet there is such balance we are fully assured through the
same evidence that proves his power.

Not only does reason force the conclusion that there is a God, and that his power is
incalculable beyond that of his creation, it also forces the conclusion thet the cregture is
not superior to the Creator. The greatest manifestation of benevolence and lovein the
cregtion must be inferior to that of God, even asisits power.

There are those who do not accept the presumption of amerciful and loving God. They
ingg the Bible presents an entirely different picture. Their god isagod of wrath and
vengeance. Those who take such a position fail to redize they arein effect saying the
creatureis superior to the Crestor. If fallen humanity can establish systems that govern by
laws based on mercy; if fallen humanity can redize that retribution does not have to be
commensurate to the crime (many countries today no longer practice capital punishment);
if falen humanity can fed compassion for those who are digpossessed through no fault of
their own, but because of race, color, inherited inability, deformity, etc.; then, should we
not expect the same, if not much more, from God? In the coming kingdom will not the



love, the mercy, the compassion of God far exceed anything exhibited by hisfdlen
cregtion? If not, what kind of kingdom would it be? God'slove mugt be and isinfinitdy
superior to any love manifested by the creature.

"Oh, give thanks unto Jehovah; for heis good; for hisloving kindness endureth for ever.
Let Israel now say, That his loving kindness endureth for ever. Let the house of Aaron
now say, That hisloving kindness endureth for ever. Let them now that fear Jehovah say,
that his loving kindness endureth for ever.—Psdm 118:1-4 ASV

AN EXAMPLE: S0, given awise, powerful, and loving God, how can students of the Bible
use the basdline of harmony to prove dl things, to ensure they are handling aright the
word of truth? Perhaps it may be shown best by example.

For centuries chronic mistrandations of Isaiah 13:11 have distorted God' s intentions for
his earthly cregtion. "And | will punish [#6485] the world for their evil, and the wicked
for thair iniquity: and | will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low
the haughtiness of the terrible” (Isa. 13:11 ASV).

Scholars have said that there is no other Hebrew verb that has caused trandators as much
trouble as the one here trandated punish (Theologica Wordbook of the Old Testament,
Harris, Archer, Watke—Val. 2, pg. 731). It hasthe sense of making avidtaion and is
trandated vigt 57 timesin the KJv; yet, hereit is rendered punish.

The word points to an active intervention in the affairs of the one visted—an intervention
to produce change. Ezekiel declared the purpose of God' sworld visit in clear and concise
language: "Have | any pleasure in the degth of the wicked? Saith the Lord Jehovah; and
not rather that he should return from hisway and live?. . . For | have no pleasurein the
death of him that dieth, saith the Lord Jehovah: wherefore turn yoursdves and live'

(Ezek. 18:23, 32 ASV).

These words make the import of God' s message through Isaiah readily gpparent. God
will vigt the world to effect change, to turn it from its evil ways—to rehabilitate its
people. The heavenly Father will visit the world, not to punish but to hedl.

He will vigt the world to bring deliverance from sin and death (Rom. 8:2). He will purge
the arrogancy and haughtiness of his creation. He will change the hearts of soneto hearts
of flesh (Ezek. 36:26)—the work of the kingdom! . . . if the wicked turn from dl hissins
that he hath committed, and keep dl my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he
shdl surdy live, he shdl not die. None of his transgressons that he hath committed shall
be remembered againg him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shdl live' (Ezek.
18:21, 22 Asv).



Mental Baggage

All who st down to sudy the Bible carry with them a greet load of menta baggage—
baggage that began accumulating at a very young age. From the Christmas and children’'s
Bible goriesto the film industry’ s biblica (?) epics, from the pulpit of the corner church
to the blaring messages of televison evangdids, they have devel oped their sense of the
truth of the Bible; but, these stories and messages are seldom faithful to their source,
Rare, indeed, are the Bible lessons of Christendom presented in an honest and reliable
manner.

Those who want the truth must open the Bible with reverent caution and be aware of thelr
long-held bias and pregjudice. If they desire to cut straight the Scriptures, they must be
willing to discard their mental baggage and drive for an open mind. More importantly, to
dissect correctly they must be ever vigilant to the bias and prejudice of others (trandators,
commentators, expositors, etc.). They must ensure these twin foes of truth do not add or
remove color from the picture they so paindakingly develop asthey prove dl things. This
isnot to say that dl biasis necessarily bad. To be biased toward the Bible vis-a-vis
stience is definitdy a hedthy attitude; yet, an open mind is ill needful.

An apparent consequence of such mental baggage is found in Peter’ sfirst epistle: ™.
recaiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls’ (1 Peter 1:9 Asv). Note
the addition of "your" to modify "souls"" Asindicated by the italic typestyle, thisword
does not appear in the Greek.

Trandators apparently felt constrained to make the text agree with their belief, their bias.
Rather than render it as written, they changed it to conform with their understanding of
sdvation. Christendom knows of only one savation—an egocentric savation that offers
a heavenly home. So, they render Peter’ s writing in accord with thet inept view.

Literdly, the text as given in the best manuscripts is a wonderful statement of the
dtruigic sdvation of the church: ... recaiving the end [purpose] of the faith, the
sdvation of souls' (1 Peter 1:9 Edited). God' s purpose for developing the church isthe
sdvation of souls—the blessing of dl families of the earth (Gen. 12:3), the comfort of
which Paul wrote.

It Can Be Done

Aswe have seen, students of the Bible must carefully prove each advance in knowledge,
insisting on harmony with God' s attributes and harmony of scripture with scripture.
Many vauable aids are available today to assst in that task. Concordances, lexicons,
many new trandations (particularly those with Hebrew and Greek interlinear texts) are
just some of the tools that should be used in the search for such understanding and
harmony.

Thereis nothing in the Bible, however, to indicate this search isto be easy. In fact, just
the oppositeis taught. We must dways be dert and on guard. "Take heed lest there shall



be any one that maketh spoil of you through his philosophy and vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ" (Col. 2:8 Asv)

Presentations of others must find acceptance only in proportion as they are proved to be
in harmony with the Bible and the character of God.

The road may be long and arduous, but the reward far surpasses any sacrifices required.
In times of discouragement the student should aways keep the precious promise of our
dear Master in mind: "Ask, and it shal be given you; seek, and ye shdl find; knock, and
it shal be opened unto you: for every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shal be opened” (Matt. 7.7, 8 ASV).



How to Study the Bible

I will send a famine in the land; not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of
hearing the word of the Lord.—Amos 8:11

Extracted from a tract originally published by the New Albany (IN) Bible Students

Today this prophecy isfulfilled in our mindsl Despite the fact that during the past century
Bibles have been printed by the millions, and despite the fact that mass education has
brought ability to read God' s word into al hands, nevertheless we are in the very famine
foretold by the prophet.

Our heads are starving and our hearts are starving. Our heads are starving for correct,
reasonable ideas about God. Our hearts are starving for assurance that God isloving and
just; sarving for assurance that he is somehow going to take control and save the world
from itstroubles.

Why are we starving? Why do we not al fed asfed as we should from the Bible?
The Cause of the Famine

In the past century knowledge on dl subjects has grown by legps and bounds. This has
been the century of reason and andysis. When the torchlight of reason isfocused upon
the traditiond ideas about God and the Bible which we have been taught, we are sartled
to find that much in the creeds (not the Bible) defies reason.

For example: consider the creed of eterna torment. We aretold that al of us are snners
by nature—inclined to do wrong. (Thisistrue) Then we aretold that if we continue
doing what we are inclined to do—what comes naturdly through no fault of our own—
we will be tortured. Indeed, the creeds further tdll usthat thistorture will serve no
purpose; that rehabilitation and repentance will not be possible; and that an eternity of
bruta, agonizing torture will be gpplied as punishment for the comparatively little Sin that
can be accomplished in one lifetime. Our newly enlightened minds recoil at this and other
teachings of the creeds.

Churches and teacherstry in vain to restore our confidence in the various creeds and
traditions, but it istoo late. Once enlightened, it is with greet difficulty that the human
mind will ever be stisfied with the old darkness. And so twentieth century man, seeing
the errors but not knowing the truth, drifts on with only the hollow pursuits of
materialism and technology to relieve his despair. Those who struggle to find reasonable,
spiritua vaues are garving, just as the prophet foretold.



What We Need

We need food for our minds and hearts. We need areliable authority. We need an
explanation for man’s disappointing past and present and an indication of what we might
expect for the future. We need assurance that good men in al ages have not died in vain.
We need the conviction thet evil will ultimately be punished—not vengefully but with
jugtice. We need help in overcoming our own faults. We need hope for ourselves aswel
asfor dl the poor, downtrodden, heartsck, and deluded members of the human family—
both those living and those already dead.

All of these things we need; and above dl we need confidence in God' s love; confidence
that God will supply these needsin his due time.

The Bible’s Claim

The Bible damsto supply these needs. It daimsto be an infdlible authority—the
testimony of God himsdf—able to make us "wise unto salvation." But as we have seen,
human theories and creeds have hindered us from understanding what the Bible says.
Setting aside the creeds and our preconceived idess, let us examinethe Biblein a
reasonable and thoughtful way. The following five time- proven steps may help everyone
inther Bible study.

STEP 1—Study One Topic at a Time

No one can remember and mentally cross-reference dl of the verses of Scripture,
Therefore, a chapter by chapter approach to Bible study cannot be as complete asa
topica study. For example, suppose that as we read the Bible we have a question about
the resurrection of the dead. We should not think that we understand the resurrection until
we have read dl the Bible verses on the subject.

The best way to find out about the resurrection (or any other Bible topic) isto use aBible
concordance. Thisisabook that contains an aphabeticd list of every word that occursin
the Bible, with the verse in which it can be found. Many Bibles have an incomplete
concordance in the back. Strong’s concordance and Y oung’ s concordance are complete—
every word is listed. (Both of these concordances are available in most libraries and
Christian book stores.)

If we look up the word resurrection in a complete concordance, we find 41 versesin the
Bible use the word. Reading dl these verses would be the first step in understanding our
subject.

The study of onetopic at atime, the use of a concordance, and looking up dl the Bible
says on that topic—these things form the first tep to rewarding Bible studly.



STEP 2—Consider the Context

Aswe read Bible verses, we should not think of them asisolated statements. Each of
them is part of a context; each relates to the verses and chapters which go before and
after. In sudy, therefore, notice:

Who is speaking? Who is being spoken to? Who or what is being spoken about?

If it isaverse about the resurrection, ask yourself, "Isit speaking of the resurrection of
Chrigtians, or of the resurrection of the world in generd? Is it speaking of believers or
non-believers?

Noticing the context isimportant if we hope to make sense of dl that the Bible says.

STEP 3—Ask, "Is This Verse Literal or Symbolic?"

In other words, does the scripture mean just what it says, or isit describing something
esein picture form?

For example, when we read in Revelation 12 about a woman clothed with the sun, and
with the moon under her feet, our reason tdlls us that this cannot be litera—it must be
symbolic or pictorial of some other people or events.

Thisis how to decide whether ascriptureisliterd or symbalic:

a. If it does not seem reasonable if taken literdly, or

b. If it would contradict other, more plain, Bible statements,

then it should be consdered symbolic and we should look for an interpretation of the
symbolsin harmony with the rest of the Bible.

STEP 4—Notice the Time Periods Involved

Some scriptures gpply at one time, but not at another time. How do we find out when a
verse gpplies?

The Bible divides history into three great periods or ages.
1. "Theworld [socid order] that was' before the flood (2 Peter 3:6).

2. "The present evil world [age]" which isunder Satan’s control by God' s permission (2
Cor. 4:4; Gdl. 1:4; 2 Petex 3.7).



3. "Theworld [age] to come, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” Thiswill be thetime
when God will triumph over Sin, evil, and death (2 Peter 3:13; 1 Cor. 15:22-26; Rev.
21:1-4; Isa. 25:8).

We might diagram these three time periods as follows:
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Acts 15:14-17 isagood example of how scriptures are easier to understand when they are
gpplied to the proper time period. In verse 14 we learn that God will first "vist the
Gertiles' to take out of them a people for his name. After that he will restore Isradl (the
"tabernacle of David") so that the residue of men (those not dready sdected asthe

specia people of God) might aso seek after God. The words "first” and "after” in those
versesindicate time periods.

God firg sdlects alittle flock of believers as a'"people for hisname' (Luke 12:32). This
occurs during the "present evil world." Afterward, during the "world to come," he will
give the residue of men the opportunity to seek and know God.

Understanding God' s time periods is perhaps the most important step in studying the
Bible sengbly.

STEP 5—Watch for "Types'" and "Antitypes"

Much of the Old Testament is like a scde mode in which God used those historic events
to illugrate larger events of the future. The mode or pattern in the Bible was the "type’
and the event it foreshadowed is the "antitype.”

An example of atypeisthe Passover recorded in Exodus, chapters 12 to 14. The New
Testament tells us that the Passover lambs which died on behdf of Isragl pictured or
typed the Lamb of God—Jesus—who died on behdf of the world (1 Cor. 5:7, 8; John
1:29). Thefirgt-born children of Isradl typed the true followers of Chrig, the "church of
the firstborn” (Heb. 12:23).

When we understand types and antitypes, we begin to see that nothing in the Bible just
"takes up space—everything in God’'sword has meaning and isvaduableto us. . . .

EDITOR’S NOTE: Thisarticleisexcerpted from atract originally published by the New Albany, Indiana,
Bible Students and currently available for use with the return address of the Chicago Bible Students.
Quantity orders can be placed and should be mailed directly to: Chicago Bible Students, P.O. Box 6016,
Chicago, IL 60680.



The Preeminence of Christ

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.—Colossians 1:18

A verse by verse Bible study in Hebrews 1

One of the finest examples of topica Bible study is the entire book of Hebrews. The
unnamed author step by step showss the superiority of the ministry of Christ to dl that
preceded him. Progressively he compares Jesus to the angels, to Moses, and to Aaron.
After displaying how the priesthood of Mée chizedec is better than the Aaronic, he
continues by demongrating how the redlities pictured by Isragl’ s ancient tabernacle
outshine the types that indicate them.

Superiority of Christ’s Words—Verses 1 to 3

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by
the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things
by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high.

An epidtle often starts with the author’ s name. Only here and in the Johanine epistles are
there exceptions to this rule. Even the book of Revelation, after an introductory phrase,
darts with the author’ s name, " John."

The author of Hebrews, tresting the sensitive subject of the superiority of the gospe to

the law, decided to apped to a higher authority, both to give added strength to his
reasoning and to eliminate any biases which might be attached to the use of hisown

name. He cdls attention to the fact that the Old Testament was not written as one
continuous tregtise. Written over atwo thousand year period by a number of authorsin 39
separate books, it was not meant to convey a step by step outline of God' s plan but,
rather, a source book of data from which truths could be extracted and arranged.

The prophetic revelation was given hint by hint. God reveded to Adam that the Messiah
would come from the seed of the woman; to Abraham, that he should spring from his
loins; to Jacob, that he should be of the tribe of Judah; to David, that he would be the heir
of histhrone; to Micah, that he would be born in Bethlehem; and to Isaiah, that he should
be born of avirgin.

Not only did the times vary but the manner of revelaion as well. Some prophets were
directly ingpired while others had dreams or were given visons. Some spoke directly,
some in poetic metaphor, and still others acted out their prophecies. Now, the author of
Hebrews continues, was the time for a clearer vison.



No longer would Jehovah' s spokesman be a servant, but he would have his own Son
gpesk for him. The Son would not only have the authority of postion, "heir of dl things”
but would have the authority of being an eye-witness of dl, the one "by whom aso he
made the worlds."

The contrast is not only between Jesus and the prophets of old. In the balance of the
chapter the author also compares Jesus as a spokesman with the angels who carried out a
amilar function. The specific angels to whom he refers are gpparently those mentioned in
2:2-5 and were angdlic forces active in the giving of the law & Sinai. (See dso Acts 7:53
and Gd. 3:19).

The two phrases in verse three are well rendered in the Revised Verson of the Bible, "He
reflects the glory of God and bears the very slamp of his nature.” The authority of

Chrigt’ s words are magnified by the even greater glory which they reflect and
authenticated by his bearing the exact impression of God's own nature, the divine—"far
above dl principaities and powers' (Eph. 1:21).

Hisright to this pogition of second highest power in the entire universe was atained by
his"more excdlent” minigtry of providing redemption for man’s sinsthrough his degth
on the cross.

A More Excellent Name—Verses 4 and 5

Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more
excellent name than they. For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art
my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he
shall be to me a Son?

In the customs of our day an inheritance is aright to property after the death of another,
usudly an ancestor. The usage of thisterm in the Bible is different. It merely showsthe
continuity of possesson of the inherited object within the family line. In the text under
consderation the word shows the family relationship by which Jesus achieved his
exdtation. We know not how many ranks of angels there are. Some are indeed very
powerful. The highest ranks of the angdlic hosts appear to have been filled by Lucifer and
Gabrid. Yet none of these could claim the same family position of Jesus. He was
uniquely the "only begotten™ Son of God.

The writer evinces two Old Testament quotes to support his point. Thefirst isvery direct
and is taken from a passage that both Jews and Christians view asaMessanic Psam. It is
from Psalm 2:7, "1 will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my

Son; this day have | begotten thee."

The second quote, however, is more difficult to trace. There are three texts with these
words: 2 Samue 7:14; 1 Chronicles 17:13 and 22:10. However, dl three refer in context
to Solomon as the one chosen by God to build the temple for which David longed. A



fourth reference with smilar terminology is found in Psdm 89:26, 27 and refersto King
David himsdf.

An important rule of prophetic interpretation can be noticed here. The author of Hebrews
makes no excuse for gpplying Old Testament references, not to their origind recipients
but to their larger counterparts—to the one who would be both "David's son and David's
Lord" (Matt. 22:45) and "the greater than Solomon™ (Matt. 12:42).

Theimplication is clear. The sgnificant interpretation of the Old Testament referencesis
not to the ones to whom they were addressed but to a greater counterpart, the Messiah of
|sradl. Both texts are used to establish his familid clam to his newly inherited position a
the right hand of the heavenly Father.

Over the Angels—Verses 6 to 9

And again, when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he saith, And let all
the angels of God worship him. And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels
spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God,
is for ever and ever: a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of thy kingdom. Thou hast
loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed
thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

The quotation evoked to demondtrate that Christ is to be worshipped by the angels
gopears to be an amplification of the last phrase of Psdm 97:7, "worship him, dl ye
gods." Once again, the choice of the quotation is curious. The time setting of the Psaim is
when "The LORD reigneth” and when "his lightnings enlightened the world" (vs. 1, 4).
These verses seemingly apply to the Messanic reign and not to the time of the first
advent.

This confuson may be clarified by severd trandations of the Hebrew text which change
both the word order and the tense. The New American Standard, American Standard, and
New King James Bibles phraseit thus: "And when he again brings the first born into the
world . . ." These trandations suggest an application at the second advent of Christ rather
than the first. This accords better with the Psalm source of the quotation. In any case, the
point of the Old Testament passage is clee—Messah's position is sufficiently higher

than that of the angdls so that he is deserving of their worship.

In the next pair of citations the author contrasts the offices of angels and the Son. The
former are "minigers’ while the latter is aking. The Greek word leiturgous denotes a
noble position. Rather than being adave or paid employeg, it denotes one who
voluntarily offers to serve without remuneration. Professor W. E. Vine saysit refers
primarily to "one who discharged a public office a his own expense” Thisisan
honorable position and implies a spirit we would do well to emulate. However, it isnot to
be compared with the position of Christ, who not only has an everlasting throne but
whose rule is denoted by righteousness.



The Old Testament quotation is taken from Psalm 45:6, 7. It not only designates Chrigt as
the holder of this exated pogtion but dso ligts the qudifications which entitled him to it.
"Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity.” It is not enough to desire acts of
righteousness but one must also totaly oppose acts of unrighteousness. Only with such
quaifications can aruler befit to root out evil and establish righteousnessin its place.
Since other scriptures offer the followers of Jesus ashare in histhrone (Rev. 20:4), it is
imperative tha these followers devel op the same proclivity toward righteousness and
detestation of evil.

Theterm "ail of gladness’ contains the thought of "acceptance.” "Thou hast made known
to me the ways of life; thou shat make me full of joy with thy countenance" (Acts 2:28;
see dso Psa. 21:6). Thereis no implication in the forty-fifth Psdm that Jesus' "fdlows,”
the other angdlic beings, did not aso "love righteousness and hate iniquity.” The thought,
rather, isthat Jesus excelled in these attributes to a degree not obtained by his fellows.
The verse highlights these characteridtics as primary ones for those who would share his
throne.

The Foundations—Verses 10 to 12

And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the
heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they
all shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they
shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.

The author of our study now proceeds to show the principles of the workmanship of the
Messiah. The quotation is from Psalm 102:25-27. Once again the New Testament helps
usinterpret the Old. The student, without this citation in the book of Hebrews, would find
difficulty in understanding this Psalm and might be indined to look &t it as areference to
the writer’ s own experiences and time period. However, the citation here definitely
defines this Psdm as Messanic.

A problem remains, however. In this Psalm the actor appears to be Jehovah, while the
author of Hebrews refers it to Jesus. Apparently it illustrates the cooperation between the
Father and the Son in the crestive works.

Whileit istempting to gpply thistext to the creetive works of the seven days of Genesis
one, such an interpretation presents a difficulty. The Bible specificdly saesthat "the
earth abideth forever" (Ecdl. 1:4) and that God madeit "not in vain, he formed it to be
inhabited” (Isa 45:18). Therefore "the earth” must be taken in a metgphorica sense for
the society thet lives upon the earth. This society is based upon two foundation stones.
Thefirg isverticd, governing man's rdationship to God, and can be summarized in the
sngle word "obedience" The second is horizontal, governing man's relaions with his
fdlow, and is summarized in the principles of marriage found in Genesis 2:24,
"Therefore shdl aman leave hisfather and his mother, and shdl cleave unto hiswife:
and they shdl be one flesh.”



Astime went on and men multiplied, these fundamenta principles were embodied in the
ten commandments, the first four of which were Godward and the last sx manward. Still
later Jesus capsulated the lesson in two commandments. " Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with dl thy heart, and with al thy soul, and with dl thy mind. Thisisthefirs and
great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shat love thy neighbor as
thysdf. On these two commandments hang al the law and the prophets’ (Mait. 22:37-
40).

With the introduction of sin these fundamenta principles stopped governing men and

they fdl backward into sn. While the verb for "perish” used in the book of Hebrews
implies complete destruction, the verb in the origind Psdm has afar different thought.
Professor Strong, commenting on the word, #6, says it means "properly, to wander away;
i.e., lose onesdf; by implication, to perish.”

Man wandered far away from these principles and they ceased being operative in hislife.
Like an old garment, they decayed from lack of use. But rather than being destroyed, they
are "folded up" for future use. These same principles will be reintroduced in Chrigt’s

kingdom.

Similarly, the word trandated "changed" (Strong’ s #2498) has awide variety of
meanings, including to "passthrough,” as aflood or whirlwind; and to "destroy."

However the sense of the word in this passage under study is more likely the same as that
giventoitin lsaiah 40:31, where it istrandaed renew—"... they shal renew their
grength; they shal mount up withwingsaseagles. . ."

The fundamenta principles which govern both man’s relaionship with God and with
each other will be renewed by this Messiah for the smple reason that his government
ghdl be as eternd asit is universa—for "thy years shdl not fall.”

The Final Promise—Verses 13 and 14

But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool? Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who shall be heirs of salvation?

The study of the preeminence of Christ concludes with the writer’ s forceful use of Psam
110:1. Here the identification of the Psdlm with the Messiah was well recognized. Jesus
application of it to Messah in both Matthew 22:42-46 and Mark 12:35-37 was
unchalenged by the listening Pharisees. The position of being at the "right hand” isan
undisputed metaphor for the pogtion of top favor. This concluding argument isthus the
gpex of the evidence the writer has accumulated.

In thefind verse of the chapter he again borrows language from Psdm 104:4. However
he broadens the concept from showing merdy the preeminence of the Messah to the
angds, but dso the preeminence of al "who shdl be heirs of sdvation” to the angelic



hogts. By using the aforementioned Psalm instead of others, which would perhaps serve
even better (see Psa. 34:7), he identifies the church with the Messiah.

This identification of amulti-membered Messah was the great "mystery™ of the Chrigtian
church (Cal. 1:26, 27); namely, that Christ is not one but many members (1 Cor. 12:14).

Having established this groundwork, the writer of Hebrews is poised to further
comparisons between the office of the Messiah with the great heroes of the Hebrew
religion. Thus he seeks to prepare his Jewish readers to accept aradica changein thelr
beliefs; yet not so much a change as a progression of development, for their rich religious
history and the words of their inspired prophets dl pointed forward to this Messah whom
he proclaimed to have been in their very mids—Jesus of Nazareth.

Principles of Study

A study of thefirgt chapter of Hebrewsis not only enlightening to a comprehension of the
writer’ s theme but dso illuminates the principles of study used in the early church. Their
great familiarity with the "Old Testament” alowed them to build the mighty concepts

upon which the Christian religion would be based. Ther use of the Jewish writingsto
bolster their arguments sheds great light on the proper use we are to make of biblica texts
to support those themes that are so important to the Chrigtian and to his savation.



How To Choose aBible Trandation

James Parkinson

Every scripture inspired of God (is) also profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness. That
the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good
work.—2 Timothy 3:16, 17 (ASV)

Which trandation of the Bible is best for the devoted Chrigtian? How faithful isit to the
Word of God in the origina Hebrew/Aramaic or Greek? How much should the Christian
entrugt his spiritud life to that trandation?

The follower of the Lord must be wary of smply searching to find atrandation that
supports the viewpoint he or she likes, e se they will be among them that "Will not
endure the sound doctrine; but having itching ears, will hegp to themselves teachers after
their own lugts' (see 2 Tim. 4:3).

We mugt firgt admit the possibility that early and top-quaity manuscripts reed differently
and dso that there may be a midrandation (varioudy because it is difficult to trandate, or
the trandator's bias overcomes him, or occasiondly because the trandator smply cannot
understand the text). No matter how skilled and conscientious are the trandators, as well
asthe readers, they Hill areimperfect.

To determine the origind New Testament Greek text, usualy one may use either Nestle-
Aland or Westcott and Hort, or good trand ations made from them. Nevertheless afew
texts should be further questioned, such as 1 Corinthians 15:51; Revelation 5:9, and 20:5.

A reliable mark of atrandator'sintegrity is most often found in passages which are hard
to reconcile with his own theology or doctrine. Most of these may be grouped under: (1)
the nature of God and Chrigt; (2) the nature of man [e.g., the soul]; (3) the nature of
atonement; and (4) prophecy. A second mark isfound in making the English trandation
preserve no more--and no less--the ambiguity than isfound in the origind Greek or
Hebrew. The selection of a corrupted text (e.g., Textus Receptus or Mgority Text) might
reflect badly on a New Testament trandator's judgment or integrity.

Nature of God and Christ

Two dterations were noted dready by Sir Isaac Newton (1643-1727). Thefirs wasin |
Timothy 3:16 where asingle stroke of the pen changed | lchanging "who' to
"God." The latter isfound in two fourth century writers, but not before the eighth century
doesit appear in any New Testament manuscripts.

Secondly, the trinitarian formula of 1 John 5:7, 8 may have been added to the Latin
versonsin about the seventh century but apparently was not trandated backwards into



Greek until the fourteenth century. Few twentieth century versons insert it, except for
Green and the New King James verson (NKM, who Smply ignore the ancient
manuscripts.

John 1: 18 was first changed probably in the fourth century.

Ancient Reading of John 1:18

"No man hath seen God a any time the only
begotten god, which is in the bosom of the Father,
he hath declared him."

Later common reading of John 1:18 (AV)

"No man hah seen God a any time the only
begotten Son, which is the bosom of the Father, he
hath declared him."

The four oldest and best manuscripts of this verse, one going back to about A.D. 200,
read 0. lwas|later changed to |:|, changing "only begotten god” to "only
begotten son." Rotherham, Marshall, and NASB deserve credit for trandating it at face
vaue, expecidly asit presents difficulties for their own theologies. Many other
trandators attempt to obscure the theologicd implications by substituting expressons like
"God only begotten” (Asv margin,) or "God the only Son." Some others Smply refuse to
believe the early manuscripts.

Two issues from the Old Testament may be noteworthy:

Proverbs 8:22 (More accurate translation)

The LORD crested me as the beginning of his way,
the  firg of his  works of old."
Smilaly RV™, ASV™, RSV, NEB, REB, Leesr, JPS,
Smith, Moffatt, NWT, Jerusalem, Lamsa

Proverbs 8:22 AV

"The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his
way, before his works of old."
Smilaly RV, ASV™, NASB, NIV, Rotherham, Young,
Douay, Knox, Green, Anchor

Isaiah 7:14 AV (Preferred translation)




"Therefore the Lord himsdf shdl give you a sgn,
Behold a virgin shal conceive, and bear a son, and
shdl cdl his name Immanud."
Similarly RV, ASV, NASB, NIV, Rotherham, Young,
Fenton, Lamsa, Douay, NAB, Green,

Isaiah 7:14 (Poorer translation)

"Therefore the Lord himsdf shdl give you a sgn:
Behold, a young maiden shall concelve, and bear a
oon, ad ddl cdl his name Immanud.”
Similay NEB, REB, Moffat, Smith, NWT, JPS, Lees,
Knox

Theword trandated "virgin® has the meaning of a young maiden (with no suggestion of
gtigma), which prompts the aternative trandation. However, unless the young maiden is
avirgin, how would it be asign from the Lord? If she were unmarried and not avirgin,
she would be associated with the Adversary. It is better therefore to trandate "virgin,”
with amargina note that the literd word means a young maiden (as digtinguished from
an dderly spinger).

The Nature of Man

The Hebrew nephesh and the Greek psuche are commonly trandated "soul” (or "life" or
"being” or "creature"), but they should be consgtently trandated, whether it pertainsto
animds or humans (and probably whether to living beings or dead bodies), and without
regard to theologica consequences (Gen. 1:20; 2:7; 35:18; Num. 9:6, 7; 31:28). The New
World Trandation and Rotherham do quite well, and the NIV isonly alittle behind, but
the ASV and amgjority of others are serioudy incongstent.

Atonement

Note two corrections in accordance with the high-qudity ancient manuscripts.

| Corinthians 5:7: "Christ our passover hath been sacrificed 1"

| Peter 3:18: "For Christ dso once died [not suffered] for Sins, the just for the unjust.” (Of
the eleven best manuscripts and three good ancient versions, only the Vatican 1209 and
81 read "suffered.”)

These corrections are more reassuring to the Lutheran than to the Strict Calvinist. (Luther
emphasized that Chrigt died for every man; Calvin indsted that it was not for every man,
but only for the eect.) Accordingly, Y oung, Phillips, Taylor, and Green (al of varying
Cavinist backgrounds) reject both corrections, as do afew others.






Translations of Revelation 22:12

"And, behold, | come quickly, and my reward is
with me, to give every man acording as his work
ghdl be'  (Av, KV).
Similarly: Lamsa, Y oung, Wilson'™

Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with
me, to render to each man according as his work
is' (Asv, better manuscripts).
Similarly: RV, Rotherham, NWT, Kingdom Interlinear,
Wilson™ , Marshall, Green, Concordant

"Yes | am coming soon, and bringing my
recompense  with me, to requite everyone
according to his deedd!” (NEB).
"See, | come quickly! | carry my reward with me,
and repay every man according to his deeds’

(Phillips).
Similarly: Douay, NRSV, Wuest, NAB, Jerusalem, NKJV

"Behold, | am coming quickly, and My reward is
with Me, to render to every man according to what
he has done [Lit. As his work ig" (NASB).
"Behold, | am coming soonl My rewad is with
me, and | will give to everyone according to what

he has done" (NIV).
Similarly: RSV, Moffatt, Goodspeed, TEV, CEV, Barclay,
Taylor

Character

A dight difference in wording can make ared differencein meaning, asin 2 Timothy 6:
10:

"For the love of money is a root of dl kinds of
evil” (ASV).
Similaly: RV, NASB, NRSV, NIV, NKJ, Rotherham,
Marshall, Wilson, NWT, TEV, TCNT, TNT™, Berkeley,
Knox

"For the love of money is the root of dl evil* @AV).
Smilarly: NEB, REB, RSV, Barclay, Moffatt, Lamsa
Douay-Rheims/Conf, NAB, Jerusalem




Punctuation

Punctuation was not used when the Bible was written, nor for many centuries afterwards.
Sometimes just a comma can make a difference. More significant than changing commeas
in Ephesians 1:4, 5 and Colossans 3:16 is the case of Luke 23:43.

Luke 23:43 (Recommended translation)

"And Jesus sad unto him. Veily | say unto thee
today, thou shalt be with me in paradise.”

Luke 23:43 (AV)

"And Jesus sad unto him, Verily | say unto thee,
To day thou shdt be with mein paradise.”

Grammaticaly the comma goes equaly well before or after the word "today."

Rotherham, the New World trandation, and Concordant placeit after. It is preferred to go
after "today," because until the third day, according to Acts 2:3 1, Christ went to "hell"--
which is not normaly considered Paradise.

Chronology

The accession year or non-accesson year systems are each used by various kingsin the
Old Testament, i.e,, the year the new king comes to the throne may be called year zero
(0) by oneking [e.g., Amd Marduk, 2 Kings 25:27] but year one (1) by another [e.g.,
Saul, lsrad'sfirg king, | Samuel 13:1. Properly "Saul wasin hisfirg year when he began
to reign, and when he had reigned two years over Isradl. Green handlesit about as well as
any, though 4ill imperfectly for King Saul in 1 Samud 13 1.

Tabernacle and Temple

Read "tent of meeting" (where God would meet with man) rather than "tabernacle of the
congregation” in Exodus 27:21 and everywhere dse; "tabernacle of the tent of meeting”
rather than "tabernacle of the tent of the congregation™ in Exodus 39:32 and everywhere
else; aso read "tent” for "tabernacl€" in Exodus 26:9, 317, and some other places, but
not everywhere. (The Hebrew ohel--"tent" isindicated in the bold face type above.)
Correcting this confuson was one of the stated gods of the Revised Verson, which has
been followed by Asv, RSV, NASB, JPs, though not by Green.

Nowadays "med offering” or "grain offering” is better understood than "mest offering” in
Exodus 29:41 and elsawhere. It is updated in the Revised Verson and most others.

Archaic



The archaic "gave up the ghost" should be replaced by "gave up the breeth” (or expired)
in Genesis 25:8 and everywhere ese, as Rotherham, RSV, NASB, but not RV and ASV.

In Job 3:8, "their mourning” should be corrected to "leviathan,” as do Rv and most.
Rotherham trandates it "dragon of the sky" (i.e.,, the congtdlation Draco); he may well be
right.

Some words or phrases should be corrected in many places, such as gehenna for "ndl™ in
Matthew 5:22; 18:9; and others. Additiona examples are: "consummation (or end) of the
age" for "end of the world" in Matthew 13:39 and dsawhere; "presence” for "coming” for

the Greek word parousia |:|in Matthew 24:3; 1Corinthians 15:23; Philippians
2:12; and 2 Thessdonians 2:8, 9 among others, and "shdl have come* for "shdl come” in
Matthew

24:50; Revedation 3:3 (twice) and others--whenever the Greek word /eko isused in the
future tense

Sometimes later manuscripts added whole verses, which therefore should be omitted
today. Examplesinclude Matthew 18:11; Mark 16:9-20; Luke 17:36; John 7:53-8:11; and
Acts 8:37.

In some passages the Authorized Verson is essentidly accurate while various attempts to
improve on them are not. Examples are found in Genesis 4:23; Numbers 31:28; Matthew
24:33; and | Corinthians 15:22.

In Need of Further Study

In | Corinthians 15:51, 52 a different reading has top quaity support in the manuscripts,
athough about 95 per cent of al manuscripts support the Authorized Version reading.

Quality reading (5 of the 8 best)

"Behold | tdl you a mysery: We shdl dl deep,
but we shdl not dl be changed, in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, a the lagt trump” (I Cor. 1
5:51, 52).

Quality reading (2 of the 8 best, plus 500)

"Behold, | tdl you a mysey: We dl shall not
deep, but we shdl dl be changed, in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye a the last trump" (I Cor.
15:51, 52 AsV)




Kenneth W. Clark observes, "Though not generally acknowledged, the strongest textua
attestation (L, A, C, 33, et al supports a different reading: 'We shdl al deep, but we
ghdl not al be changed." (Studia Paulina; Haarlem [Neth.]: de Erven F. Bohn N.V.,
1953, pp. 63, 64). The Anchor Bible acknowledges Clark but rejects the reading.
Satidticdly, thereisan 85 per cent chance that the first reading wasthe origind, but it is
not definite.

In Reveation 20:5, "But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were
finished" is missing from 68 manuscripts (including 2053 and [, two of the three best)
out of about 200, and aso missing in the Aramiac (Syriac). Hence Lamsaomitsit and the
Anchor Bible makes note of it. Most manuscripts omit the words "but” and "again,” yet
the whole sentence is not well supported. (The common explanation that a scribe's eye
smply skipped from one "the thousand years' to the next is unlikdy for such a
theologicaly charged passage.)

It isdifficult to find objectivity in the trandation of John 1:1. If Colwdl'sruleis correct
(that the definite predicate nominative does not take the article) then "the Word was God"
would be dlowable. Thistrandation is rgected on two sdes. Because the indefinite
predicate nominative would aso not take the definite article, "the Word was agod”
should be no less dlowable. Still others think the Greek theos here implies aquaity and
trandate it as "the Word was divine." Regecting dl threg, the New English Bible says,
"What God was the Word was." The ancient reading of John 1:18 mentioned above will
impact the trandation of verse 1.

From Various Ancient Versions

There are interesting readings in some of the most ancient versions-the Greek, Latin, and
Aramaic (Syriac).

Exodus 12:40

"Now the sojourning of the children of Israd, who
dwdt in Egypt and in Canaan, was four hundred
and thirty years' (Septuagint, Samaritan).

"Now the sojourning of the children of Isradl, who
dwdt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years'
(AV).

Paul, educated by Gamdlid at Jerusdem, apparently provides independent confirmation

of the Septuagint and Samaritan, athough the Authorized Verson reading can also be
understood consstent with Gaatians 3:16, 17, "Now to Abraham were the promises
spoken, and to hisseed . . . Now this| say: A covenant confirmed beforehand by God, the
law [covenant], which came four hundred and thirty years after, doth not disannul, so as
to make the promise [covenant] of none effect” (ASV).



Numbers 25:4

"And the LORD said unto Moses, Teke dl the
chiefs of the people and expose them before the
LORD in the daylight that the fierce anger of the
LORD may be turned away from the children of
lsrad" (Lamsa, Aramaic).

"And the LORD sad unto Moses, Take dl the
heads of the people, and hang them up before the
LORD againg the sun, that the fierce anger of the
LORD may be turned away from Israd” (AV).

Job 29:18

"Then | sad, | shal become draight like a reed. |
shdl deiver the poor and multiply my days like
the sand of the seas’ (Lamsa, Aramaic).

"Then | sad, | shdl die in my nest, and | shdl
multiply my days asthe sand” (AV).

Luke 16:22, 23

"But the rich man aso died and was buried in hell.
And lifting up his ees . . " (Douay
Rheims/Confraternity, Latin Vulgate).

"The rich man dso died, and was buried. And in
hdl helift up hiseyes. . ." (AV).

The last reading could result from different punctuetion in the Greek, but might aso need
achange in word order. None of these last three readings should be considered confirmed
to any degree.

A Place for Paraphrase

To use apargphrased trandation as aregular sudy Bible isto entrust one's spiritud lifeto
another man. Used wisdly, paraphrases such as Ferrar Fenton, Moffatt, Phillips, or
Barclay, may neverthdess be hdpful. If onefirst reads agood trandation (e.g., NASB or
Rotherham), he may find the paraphrase says it much clearer, or he may find it far off the
mark. [Some say they like Weymouth because heis usudly right, and when heisnot, he
isusudly so far off you cannot missit!] By way of examples:



Romans 14:23 (Barclay)

". .. if aman eas ad is dill not sure if he is
doing the right thing or not, he stands condemned
for esting."

Romans 14:23 av

"And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because
he eateth not of fath: for whatsoever is not of fath
issn.”

Proverbs 27:15, 16 REB

"A congant dripping on a rainy day--tha is what a
woman's nagging is like. As wel try to control the
wind as to control her! As well try to pick up ail in
ongsfingers.”

Proverbs 27:15, 16 AV

"A continud dropping in a very rany day and a
contentious woman are dike. Whosoever hideth
her hideth the wind, and the ointment of his right
hand which bewrayeth itsdf.”

Somewhat different from a pargphrase is recognition of Hebrew idioms expressed in
Greek words.

Translations of Hebrews 7:3

"There is no record of Mechizedek's father or
mother, or any of his ancestors, no record of his
birth or his death” (TEV).

"There is no mention of his father; there is no
mention of his mother; no ancestor of his is ever
mentioned. His days are never sad to have any
beginning, and his life is never sad to have ay
end" (Barclay).

"There is no record of his father, or mother, or

lineege, nor again of any beginning of his days, or
end of hislife' (TCNT).




|
"[Méelchisedec] without father, without mother,
without descent, having neither beginning of days
nor end of lifé' (Av).

Lamsa, Ferrar Fenton, Trandator's New Testament, Stern, Schonfield margin, and also
Knox are amilar to the Twentieth Century New Testament (TCNT), which is the closest
equivalent to the Greek.

Overview

Precticaly no English trandation is without some merit. (Joseph Smith's Inspired Version
appears to be an exception.) The Authorized Verson, or King JamesVerson (AV or KJV)
probably reaches a standard of literary excellence unmatched in any language (including
the Hebrew and Greek), but at sgnificant cogt of faithfulness to the origind. The Revised
Verson (Rv) and American Standard Version (Asv, 1901) correct amgjority of the Av
errors a minima sacrifice of literary style, though they retain much of its theologica

bias.

Many versions update the language to modem English. The New American Standard
Bible (NASB or NAS) retains most of the accuracy of the Asv; while the Revised Standard
Verson (Rsv, arevison of the Asv gpparently influenced by the Jewish Publication
Society) stresses understandability at the expense of accuracy; the New English Bible
(NEB) starts from scratch and takes a till greater step backwards in accuracy. The New
Internationa Verson (NIV) tries to baance accuracy, clarity, literary qudity, and some
measure of continuity with the Av and Asv trandations, though inits clamed

suppression of "sectarian bias,” it openly retains the strongest bias towards traditiona
evangdica theology.

In addition to the committee trandations above: J. B. Rotherham (British Adventist) The
Emphasized Bible (1872-1902) stresses accuracy, even to including the appropriate
emphasisin English. The Jehovah's Witnesses New World Translation (NWT, 1950)
offers ardatively accurate trandation from a different theologica perspective. Like
Rotherham, though, it is often not smooth reading. Jewish Publication Society JPS; ed.
Max L. Margalis, 1917) isagood trandation from athird perspective and is superior to
Isaac Leeser's (1853). An Amencan Translation (Old Testament: J. M. Powis Smith, T. J.
Meek, L. Waterman, A. Gordon; New Testament, Edgar Goodspeed; University of
Chicago, 1931) isafairly good trandation with many excellent and thought provoking
readings. Jay P. Green, The Interlinear HebrewlGreek English Bible (1 979) is adiaglott
for the entire Bible, though with an uncorrected Greek text. Robert Young's Literal
Translation (1862) stresses litera trandation. Ferrar Fenton (1895), with particular
expertise in Hebrew, offers afree and idiomatic trandation, which nonetheless often
sacrifices accuracy. Douay-Rheims (1582, 1609, Confraternity revison, 1950) isthe
gandard Roman Catholic trandation from the Latin VVulgate, while George M. Lamsa
(1957) trandates from the Aramaic (Syriac). The Translator's New Testament (1973) is
sadly amixture of trandation and indoctrination.



In order to objectively distinguish accuracy of the English versons of the Bible, ligs of
corrections to the Av were prepared before evaluating any trandation. Corrections
included care with verb tenses, nouns, and punctuation, doctrindly sengtive texts,
consgtent trandation, use of ancient manuscripts, archaic and untrandated words, as well
as difficult-to-comprehend texts with vague trandation, and aso passages wherethe AV
was correct in the first place. In thisway it isintended to suppress an evauator's persond
biases. Prdliminary results (reflecting about 80 % of the evauations) follow below.

(Note: Differences of plusor minus5, or less, are usudly not significant.)

There have been some surprises for the writer. Overal, the most accurate appearsto be
Rotherham, even though significantly short of the ided. In the Old Testament, ASv, NASB
and RSV are comparably strong. In the New Testament, the Marshal and Kingdom
Interlinear diaglotts are worthy competitors, while Concordant and the Wilson diaglott
aso would have been had they started with better Greek texts.

For personal and group study the Asv and NASB have advantages. They are more
accurate than mogt. They read well and are easly followed by those who are reading
from the KJv, and the additiona Bible helps (concordances, lexicons, cross-references)
are eadly adaptable to them. Thefirst reference to consult for accuracy should likely be
Rotberham. If Asv, Rotherham, Marshdl diaglott and the Kingdom Interlinear (or JPS
and NWF in the Old Testament) dl agree, then thereis a high likdihood that the
trandation is correct. (Nevertheless none of these even hints at the problems of 1
Corinthians 15:51 and Revelation 20:5.) For expanded trandation and pargphrasing, try
Wuest, Weymouth, and possibly Moffatt. For one just leaming English, Today's English
Version might temporarily be better than nothing.

A good study Bible should have chapter and verse numbers, margina references,
preferably a good concordance and maps, a sturdy binding, and should be as accurate as
possible. The student should add notes, dternative trandations, and corrections of which
he can be confident.

It is apparent that al English versons of the Bible are amixture of trandation and
interpretation or indoctrination. E. Cadman Colwell, latc president of the School of
Theology, Claremont, Cdifornia (Methodist), in his Which is the Best New Testament?,
concludes that no exigting trandation is adequate but "the best is il to be. It is good for
the Bible student to keep this thought in the back of his mind.

Now, after deciding which isthe best trandation, best edition, and what are its
limitations, let us now read the Bible, sudy it, meditate on it, and try to live it every day
and at every breath.

1. C. H. Dodd, driving force of the NEB, acknowledges of the Word was a god--"As aword-for-word
translation it cannot be faulted." He rejectsit, saying, "The reason why it is unacceptable isthat it runs
counter to the current of Johanine thought, and indeed of Christian thought as awhole" (asthough
theological acceptability should be a criterion!) Paralleling with John 4:24 ("God is[a] spirit"), Dodd



rejectsalso e AV rendering of John 1:1 in favor of that of the NEB. Asfor the original text of John 1:18, he
dismissesit as "grammatically exceptional, if not eccentric.” (Technical Papersfor the Bible Translator, 28,
Jan. 1977, pp. 101ff.)

Actually the Greek from hereisnot identical to that of John 4:24, but to that of | Timothy 6:10 (see
translations above).

Old Testament English Translations Accuracy
American Standard Verson (Asv, 1901) 84
New  American Standard Bible  (NASB, 1963) | 82
(British) Revised Verson (Rv, 1881-1885) 77
Rotherham, The Emphaszed Bible (Rhm, 1902) |82
Sacred Name restoration Bible (Triana, modified Rhm, 1963) 82
Revised Standard Verson (RSV, 1952) | 82
New Revised Standard Verson (NRSV, 1989) 76
Aimplified (1965) 79
New World (NWT, 1960) 78
Jewish  Publication  Society  (Magolis  Js, 1917) | 76
Jewish Publication Society - Revised (JPS2, 1985) 64
Berkeley (Verkuyl, 1959) 76
Darby 75
New Internationa Verson (NIv, 1973) 73
New King James Verson (NKJV, 1979) 73
Revised English Bible (REB, 1989) | 71
New English Bible (NEB, 1970) 69
Anchor Bible (1964 - ) Est. 70
New Century Verson (Ncv,1987) 69
Smith- Goodspeed (1927) 68
Jay Green diagiott (1979) 67
Byington (1972) 67

New American Bible (NAB,1970) 67




Jerusalem (1966) 66
Leeser (Jewish, 1854) 61
Moffat (1924) 60
Today's English Verson (TEV = GNB Good News Bible, 57
1976)

Young's Literd (1863) 54
Contemporary English Version (CEV, 1995) 52
Living Bible (K. Taylor, 1971) 51°

EDITOR'S NOTE: The charts above and below are based on an analysis of some 68 Old Testament texts
and 141 New Testament texts; results are normalized to a scale of 0-100 to compare accuracy of English

trandations of the Bible. Authorized Version (AV, KJV, 1611) rated at 5-20.

New Testament English Translations Accuracies

Overall | Manuscripts | Translations
Rotherham, The Emphaszed Bible (1872, 1902 85 99 805
Secred Name restored Bible (Triana, mod. Rthm, | gq e 79'
1950)
Marshdl diaglott (1958) 81 97 75.5
Kingdom Intediner  diaglott  (Qw., 1960) | 80 99 735
New World (1950) 5 99 66.5
Concordant (Universalist, 1926, 1944) 76 73 7
Wilson diaglott (1864) 75 72 76
Panin Numericd, (1914) 74 95 67
Bowes (1870) Est.72
Wuest (1961) 71 94 63.5
Weymouth (1902) 5th/3rd Edition 71/69 | 92/90 63.5/61.5
Stern ("Jewish New Testament - 1985) 69 95 60.5
Schonfidd ("Original New Testament," Jewish, 1985) 69 88 62.5
New American Standard Bible (NASB, 193) | 68 95 59
Amexican Standard \/exdnn (AQ/ 100 || AR aa ER R




(British) Revised Verson (RV, 1881-1885) 64 94.5 535
Bdlantine (Riverside, 1923) 66 95 56.6
Today's English Verson (= Good News for Modern 64 88 56.6
Man, Bratcher)

Anchor Bible (1964) Es63" |E®95 53
Moffatt (1913) 63 93 53
C. Kingdey Williams (N.T. In Plain English, 1951) 63 93 52.5
fgl;%s B. Williams (N.T. In the Language of the People, 63 03 525
Horner (Coptic: Sahidic [southern] 1911-1922) 62.5 84 55.5
New Revised Standard Verson (NRSv, 1989) | 62° 97 51
Revised Standard Version (RSV, 1946) 62 98 50
Smith- Goodspeed (1923) 62 96 51
Byington (1972) 62 94.5 51
New Internationa Verson (NIvV, 1973) 62 92 515
The Trandator's New Testament CFNT, 1973) 61 90 52
Lattey/Westminster (RCC, 1913-1935) 61 93 50.5
New American Bible (NAB, RCC, 1970) 60" 89 51
Ferrar Fenton (1895) 59.5 71 55.5
Revissd English Bible (REB, 1989) | 58 95 455
New English Bible (NEB) 56 92 44.5
Barclay (1976) 57 91.5 46
Amplified (1958) 57 75 50.5
Berkeley (Verkuyl, 1945) 56 62 535
Twentieth Century New Testament 54 88" 42.5
Darby (Pymouth Brethren, 1871) 56 62 53.5
New Century Version (NCV, 1987) 54 88" 425
God's Word to the Nations (GWN; Beck, revised, 53 9 a1

Lutheran, 1988)




Jerusalem (RCC, 1966) 52.5 91" 39.5
Phillips (1958) 52 83 41.5
Contemporary English Verson (CEV; ABS, 1995) 59 91.5 36
DouayRheims/Confraternity (RCC, 1582, 1950) 49 71 41.5
Bagster's diagiott (1877; reprinted by G. Berry,1958) 49 26 56
Young'sLiterd (Presbyterian, 1862) 45 2 59
Liviag Bible (K. Taylor, 1966) 30 67 29
Jay Green diaglott (1976) 39 3 51
New King James (NKJV, 1979) 32 26 34
Lamsa(Aramaic, 1940) 30 27 31




Precept Upon Precept

Carl Hagensick

Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he male to understand doctrine? them
that are weaned from the mill, and drawn from the breasts. For precept must be upon

precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a
little. Isaiah 28:9, 10

Knowledge is the accumulation of facts. Understanding comes from the connecting of
these facts one with the other. These processes begin in earliest childhood, when oneis
"weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breast.” The methods urged here in Isaiah are
those educators today generdly agree upon. First, inform the student of a number of
proven facts ("precepts’) and then teach the logica process of connecting these facts
("line [of reasoning] upon line[of reasoning]™). In order to hold the pupil's atention, a
good teacher frequently changes the subject materid, returning time and again to each
theme.

In the words of one writer, "Because God deals with us as awise parent with his children,
knowing that we need our food little by little, and the lighter diet before the strong mest,
therefore histruth is so arranged as to meet our necessities: alittle of the truth upon one
subject is placed here and alittle more there; and as we take these Tittles and put them
together we gain strength and are able to gppreciate the whole of it. Aswe ded with
children, so God dedlswith us, giving usline upon line, and precept upon precept-the
same truths repeated over and over from different sandpoints, thus enforcing his
teachings."

Similarly, another notes the advantages of this method of receiving "alittle of one thing
and alittle of another, that the variety of ingructions might be pleasing and inviting,-a
little at one time and allittle at another, that they might not have their memories
overcharged,- alittle from one prophet and alittle from another, that every one might be
pleased with hisfriend and him whom he admired.”

Importance of Study

Knowledgeisbasicto living. A person must be acquainted with literdly thousands of
facts to cope with day to day life. That iswhy, in the United States, aminimum of twelve
years are recommended for just the basic schooling, not counting the specidized training
for pecific fidds of endeavor.

Spiritudly, knowledge isjust as important, perhaps even more so. "My people are
destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou halt rgjected knowledge, | will also reject
thee ..." (Hoses 4:6). Isaiah 33:6 notes that "wisdom and knowledge shdl be the stability
of thy times, and strength of salvation.”



The writers of the New Testament commend the ear that is open to ingtruction. "Despise
not prophesyings’ (1 Thess. 5:20); the brethren in Berea were commended for having
"received the word with al readiness of mind" (Acts 17:11); Paul urges Timothy to
"rightly divide the word of truth."

This dividing of the word, as Paul spoke of to the Bereans, involved searching "the
Scriptures daily, to see whether these things were s0." Thus the Thessalonians were to
"provedl things' and John admonished the church to "try the spirits' (1 John 4:1).

The Bible done is the ingpired word of God. It done is guaranteed truth. But it isnot an
easy book to understand. Frequently the student finds, as Peter did of Paul, that in the
Bible "are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable
wrest, as they do aso the other scriptures, unto their own destruction” (2 Peter 3:16).

Methods of Study

There are two main gpproaches that are used in the study of the word of God-the
contextua and the topica. The contextua student chooses either the Bible asawhole or a
specific book of the Bible and studies through it verse by verse. The topica scholar will
choose a given subject matter and seek to learn al that he can about it. Both methods
have advantages. Both have disadvantages.

In theory, the contextua approach opens one's mind directly to the instruction of God
through the holy spirit Qohn 16:13). In practice, however, the student soon finds that
there are avariety of ways of interpreting specific texts. He is forced either to resort to
reading a number of commentaries on the text or advancing his own interpretation. In
ather case he is supplementing the ingruction of the Bible with that of another man,
ather himsdf or the chosen commentator.

The Apostle Peter speaks directly to this problem: "But know thisfirgt of al, that no
prophecy of Scripture isamatter of one's own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever
made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God" (2
Peter 1:20, 21 NAYS). Thisillugtrates the wisdom of group study for, as the wise man said,
"where no counsd is, the people fall; but in the multitude of counsdors there is sefety”
(Prov. 11:14).

Topicd sudy dso hasits problems. The strength of such an gpproach isthat it gives
meaning to the various themes which run, like athread, through the whole of the Bible.
Ideally, this method should bring to bear dl that the Bible has to say on a given topic,
providing the student with al of the information necessary to make a proper
interpretation. In practice, unfortunatdly, texts which have an adverse bearing on a
preferred interpretation are either missed atogether or forced to flit like two unmatched
pieces of ajigsaw puzzle. Texts can be misinterpreted because they are taken out of
context.



These two methods of study are redly complementary to each other. The one supplies
what the other misses. Contextua study, carried out on aregular basis, will acquaint the
reeder with texts which might be omitted in topical study; while topica study will form a
skeletd framework for the scriptures discovered in verse-by-verse Bible study.

Spiritual Comparisons

The holy spirit isthe teacher in the school of Chrigt. The method of its teaching is defined
by the Aposile Paul in 1 Corinthians 2:13: "Which things also we spegk, not in the words
which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritud
things with spiritud.”

This suggests atopica approach. One scripture needs to be compared with another
scripture. Types need to be compared with redlities.

Prophecies need to be compared with fulfillments. The New Testament needs to be
compared with the Old. Similar passages need to be diligently compared both for points
of agreement and for dissmilarities. Trandations need to be compared for accuracy and
clarity. The English Bible needs to be compared with the origina Greek and Hebrew.
Thusit isthat "precept” is added to "precept” and one"ling" of reasoning is built upon
another.

There are many helps available to facilitate this process of comparison. Concordances
will frequently collate a number of texts on a given subject. Care should be taken to not
only look under the subject word being studied but dso related words. Margina
references give additiond aid in linking concepts that may not be linked by words. A
caution here, though, is that the linkages are frequently interpretative and reflect the bias
of the compiler of the margin. Topicad study Bibles, such as Nave's, dso asss the
Sudent in finding pertinent texts.

Topica study aids, such as Studies in the Scriptures, provide invdugble information in
the development of abiblica theme. A helpful rule, set down by the author of this series,
isto make adiligent search for additiona scriptures to those referenced which may either
appear to agree or disagree with the suggested conclusions. The Apostle Paul smilarly
lauded the Bereansthat in their daily study of the scriptures they did not seek to smply
agree with him but to see "whether these things were s0" (Acts 17:11).

Here a Little, There a Little

One of the principlesin our theme text was that God taught "here allittle, there alittle” It
was in thisvein that the writer of Hebrews opens his treetise with these words: "God,
who a sundry times and in divers manners spoke in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets’ (Heb. 1 :1).

Rather than pour out al truth at one time and thus overload man with knowledge, God
saw fit to portion out truth in gradua revelations over some forty centuries. Nor did he



adways choose the same manner. At times he spoke through a meteriaized angel. At
times he used dreams. At times he led a prophet to a particular conclusion.

The New Testament writers, having the accumulated revelation of the past in the form of
the Old Testament, needed to carefully compare the varied statements, noting the
contexts of the revealed utterances. Therefore they must have been completely familiar
with the whole of the Hebrew scriptures. They must have been "Bible’ readersto acquire
such afamiliarity. When they wrote they chose not to merely relate the stories and draw
lessons from them but to compile them into the grand topics relating to the salvation
which were revedled unto them.

The Bible is not one book, but a compilation of sixty-sx books written over along time
gpan. The same subject matter may be treated by a number of writers. Therefore diligent
search must be made to find dl that pertainsto a given theme.

Contextual Study

Regular reading and study of the Bible is to be commended. It builds afamiliarity with
the history of how God has dedlt- with mankind and with his plans for man's future. Such
regularity also acquaints the reader with a knowledge of how God dedlt with the human
race and with his chosen people of Israd!.

There are good tools to assist in the study of the Bible. In beginning the udy of a
particular book of the Bibleit is hepful to find an outline of the book. Thiswill help

relate specific passagesto the overal subject of the book. A verse by verse commentary,
such as The Expanded Biblical Comments, is of inesimable vaue in uncovering the
meaning of difficult texts.

Since we do not have the Bible in the origind language in which it was written, it is
helpful to have a number of rdliable Bible trandations for comparison. The article in this
issue, How to Choose a Bible Translation, gives severd tipsin sdecting such a
trandation. A good Bible dictionary will hep fill in the background on the characters and
locations of the biblica accounts. Since many of the records deal with geographica
territory with which the reader may not be familiar, a Bible atlas can dso be of help.

Prophetic Studies

A great dedl of the Bible deals with prophecy. Some tips for the study of these prophetic
portions may be in order. Prophets lived in a contextua environment. They spoke
primarily of Stuations of their own time. However, the intent of the prophecy was often
more particularly to along range fulfillment. It was to give confidence in these larger
fulfliments that we read in 2 Peter 1:21: "For no prophecy ever came by thewill of man:
but men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit" (ASV).

The prophets sensed this larger fulfillment and tried with great diligence to understand
the larger sense of their own words. We read of thisin 1 Peter 1:10-12: "Of which



salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace
that should come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Chrigt
which was in them did sgnify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and
the glory that should follow. Unto whom it was reveded, that not unto themsalves, but
unto us they did minigter the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have
preached the gospd unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things
the angels desire to look into."

Comprehending the loca conditions of which they spoke often sheds light on the longer
range fulfillment of the same words. At timesit is helpful to read historical records of the
same events--to understand the full impact of the prophet's words.

A good example of these principles can be found in reading passages relating to the first
advent of Chrigt. The prophetic sections of these events often find their fulfillment in the
second advent. It has been said, "In order to understand the second advent, one must look
at thefird.” What happensto Chrigt, the heed, a the first advent frequently happensto

his body members at the second. The steps in the decline of favor to natural Isradl at the
fird advent find areversa in the return of that favor a the second advent.

While consstency should be sought in the usage of prophetic symbols (such as the names
of the nationsinvolved), these may not aways hold because different peoples play
different roles a different times. For instance, Moses may represent God in various of his
actions, but certainly not when he is condemned for striking the rock twice.

The same rules can be said for the interpretation of types and shadows. If an Old
Testament picture is referenced in the New Testament, we can be quite sure of its
gpplication. Great care must be taken in gpplying pictures which are not referenced. They
may have an gpplication but they do not carry the same mark of authenticity asthose
interpreted by Jesus or one of the gpostles.

That They Might Fall

The prophet 1saiah uses the words of our theme text just three verses later with far
different connotations: "But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept,
precept upon precept; line upon ling, line upon ling; here alittle, and there allittle; that
they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken” (v. 13).

If Isaiah's listeners had heeded the Lord's teachings, they would have received the rest of
mind promised in verse twelve. However, being unheeding, they studied mechanicaly,
accumulating the precepts but did not note their purpose. The same teachings which
could have produced rest unto their souls became a trap unto them.

This becomes very evident when looking at the reverence the Jewish leaders paid to the
letter of the law in the days of Jesus, and their accompanying hypocrisy in not living up
toit. It was this ensnarement in the letter of the law that prompted the sunning



denunciation of these leaders in Matthew 23:3, "All therefore whatsoever they bid you
observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not."

To the Chrigtian today there is dso asamilar snare. The study of the word of God can
produce a gerile intdlectualism which robs the precepts of their rea vaue. Always and
ever the object of the Chrigtian in his study must be to discern the will of God; and,
observing, to do it. "But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your
own selves' (James 1:.22).



The Preeminence of Christ

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.-Colossans 1.:18

A verse by verse Bible study in Hebrews [

One of the finest examples of topicd Bible study is the entire book of Hebrews. The
unnamed author step by step shows the superiority of the ministry of Chrigt to dl that
preceded him. Progressively he compares Jesus to the angels, to Moses, and to Aaron.
After digplaying how the priesthood of Mechizedec is better than the Aaronic, he
continues by demondrating how the redities pictured by Israd's ancient tabernacle
outshine the types that indicate them.

Superiority of Christ's Words
Verses1to 3

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by
the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed
heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;, Who being the brightness of his
glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his
power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high.

An epidle often garts with the author's name. Only here and in the Johanine epidtles are
there exceptions to this rule. Even the book of Reveation, after an introductory phrase,
garts with the author's name, " John.”

The author of Hebrews, tregting the sendtive subject of the superiority of the gospd to
the law, decided to apped to a higher authority, both to give added strength to his
reesoning and to diminate any biases which might be attached to the use of his own
name. He cdls atention to the fact that the Old Testament was not written as one
continuous treatise. Written over a two thousand year period by a number of authors in 39
Sseparate books, it was not meant to convey a step by step outline of God's plan but,
rather, a source book of data from which truths could be extracted and arranged.

The prophetic reveaion was given hint by hint. God reveded to Adam that the Messiah
would come from the seed of the woman; to Abraham, that he should spring from his
loins, to Jacob, that he should be of the tribe of Judah; to David, that he would be the heir
of his throne; to Micah, that he would be born in Bethlehem; and to Isaiah, that he should
be born of avirgin.



Not only did the times vary but the manner of revelation as well. Some prophets were
directly inspired while others had dreams or were given visons. Some spoke directly,
some in poetic metaphor, and gill others acted out their prophecies. Now, the author of
Hebrews continues, was the time for a clearer vision.

No longer would Jehovah's spokesman be a servant, but he would have his own Son
gpeak for him. The Son would not only tave the authority of postion, "heir of dl things™
but would have the authority of being an eye-witness of dl, the one "by whom aso he
made the worlds."

The contragt is not only between Jesus and the prophets of old. In the baance of the
chapter the author aso compares Jesus as a spokesman with the angels who carried out a
gmilar function. The specific angels to whom he refers are gpparently those mentioned in
2:2-5 and were angdlic forces active in the giving of the law a Sina. (See dso Acts 7:53
and Gd. 3:19).

The two phrases in verse three are well rendered in the Revised Verson of the Bible, "He
reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his nature” The authority of Chridt's
words are magnified by the even greater glory which they reflect and authenticated by his
bearing the exact impresson of God's own nature, the divine-"far above dl principdities
and powers' (Eph. 1:21).

His right to this postion of second highest power in the entire universe was attained by
his "more excdlent” minisry of providing redemption for man's sns through his desth on
the cross.

A More Excellent Name
Verses4 and 5

Being made so much better than the angels, as he bath by inheritance obtained a more
excellent name than they. For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my
Son, this day have 1 begotten thee? And again, 1 will be to him a Father, and he shall be
to me a Son?

In the customs of our day an inheritance is a right to property after the desth of another,
usudly an ancestor. The usage of this term in the Bible is different. It merdy shows the
continuity of possesson of the inherited object within the family line. In the text under
condderation the word shows the family rdationship by which Jesus achieved his
exdtation. We know not how many ranks of angels there are. Some are indeed very
powerful. The highest ranks of the angdic hogts gppear to have been filled by Lucifer and
Gaorid. Yet none of these could dam the same family pogtion of Jesus He was
uniquely the "only begotten” Son of God.

The writer evinces two Old Testament quotes to support his point. The fird is very direct
and is taken from a passage that both Jews and Chrigtians view as a Messanic Psam. It is



from Psalm 2.7, "I will declare the decree: the LORD bath said unto me, Thou at my
Son; this day have | begotten thee."

The second quote, however, is more difficult to trace. There are three texts with these
words. 2 Samud 7:14; 1 Chronicles 17:13 and 22:10. However, dl three refer in context
to Solomon as the one chosen by God to build the temple for which David longed. A
fourth reference with amilar terminology is found in Psam 89:26, 27 and refers to King
David himsdf.

An important rule of prophetic interpretation can be noticed here. The author of Hebrews
makes no excuse for goplying Old Testament references, not to their origind recipients
but to their larger counterparts-to the one who would be both "David's son and David's
Lord" (Matt. 22:45) and "the greater than Solomon™ (Matt. 12:42).

The implication is clear. The dgnificant interpretation of the Old Testament references is
not to the ones to whom they were addressed but to a greater counterpart, the Messiah of
Isradl. Both texts are used to edtablish his familid clam to his newly inherited pogtion at
the right hand of the heavenly Father.

Over the Angels
Verses6t0 9

And again, when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he saith, And let all the
angels of God worship him. And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits,
and his ministers aflame of fire. But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever
and ever: a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of thy kingdom. Thou hath loved
righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, bath anointed thee with
the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

The quotation evoked to demondrate that Christ is to be worshipped by the anges
aopears to be an amplification of the last phrase of Psdm 97:7, "worship him, al ye
gods." Once again, te choice of the quotation is curious. The time setting of the Psdm is
when "The LORD reigneth” and when “his lightnings enlightened the world* (vs. 1, 4).
These verses seemingly apply to the Messianic reign and not to time of the first advent.

This confuson may be clarified by severd trandations of the Hebrew text which change
both the word order and the tense. The New American Standard, American Standard, and
New King James Bibles phrase it thus. "And when he again brings the first born into the
world . . ." These trandations suggest an application a the second advent of Chrigt rather
than the first. This accords better with the Psadm source of the quotation. In any case, the
point of the Old Testament passage is dear-Messah's postion is sufficiertly higher then
that of the angels so that heis deserving of their worship.

In the next par of citations the author contragts the offices of angds and the Son. The
former are "minigers’ while the laiter is a king. The Greek word leiturgous denotes a



noble posdtion. Rather than being a dave or pad employee, it denotes one who
voluntarily offers to serve without remuneration. Professor W. E. Vine says it refers
primarily to "one who discharged a public office a his own expense” This is an
honorable postion and implies a spirit we would do wel to emulate. However, it is not to
be compared with the pogtion of Chris, who not only has an everlaging throne but
whose rule is denoted by righteousness.

The Old Testament quotation is taken from Psdm 456, 7. It not only desgnates Chrigt as
the holder of this exdted postion but dso ligs the qudifications which entitted him to it.
"Thou bast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity.” It is not enough to dedre acts of
righteousness but one must aso totaly oppose acts of unrighteousness. Only with such
qudifications can a ruler be fit to root out evil and establish righteousness in its place.
Since other scriptures offer the followers of Jesus a share in his throne (Rev. 20:4), it is
imperative that these followers develop the same proclivity toward righteousness and
detestation of evil.

The term "oil of gladness’ contains the thought of "acceptance "Thou hast made known
to me the ways of life thou shdt make me full of joy with thy countenance’ Acts 2:28;
see ds0 Psa 21:6). There is no implication in the forty-fifth Psdm tha Jesus "felows”
the other angdic beings, did not dso "love righteousness and hate iniquity.” The thought,
rather, is that Jesus excelled in these attributes to a degree not obtained by his felows.
The verse highlights these characteridtics as primary ones for those who would share his
throne.

The Foundations
Verses10to 12

And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning bast laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens
are the works of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall
wax old as doth a garment; And as a vesture shah thou fold them up, and they shall be
changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.

The author of our study now proceeds to show the principles of the workmanship of the
Messah. The quotation is from Psam 102:25-27. Once again the New Testament helps
us interpret the Old. The student, without this citation in the book of Hebrews, would find
difficulty in understanding this Psalm and might be inclined to look at it as a reference to
the writer's own experiences and time period. However, the citation here definitey
defines this Psdlm as Messanic.

A problem remains, however. In this Psam the actor appears to be Jehovah, while the
author of Hebrews refers it to Jesus. Apparently it illustrates the cooperation between the
Father and the Son in the creative works.

While it is tempting to apply this text to the cregtive works of the seven days of Genesis
one, such an interpretation presents a difficulty. The Bible specificdly dates that "the



eath abideth forever" (Ecd. 1:4) and that God made it "not in vain, he formed it to be
inhabited" (Isa 45:18). Therefore "the earth” must be taken in a metaphorica sense for
the society that lives upon the earth. This society is based upon two foundetion stones.
The firg is verticd, governing man's raionship to God, and can be summarized in the
gngle word "obedience” The second is horizonta, governing man's rdations with his
fdlow, and is summarized in the principles of mariage found in Geness 224,
"Therefore shdl a man leave his father and his mother, and shdl deave unto his wife
and they shdl be one flesh.”

Astime went on and men multiplied, these fundamenta principles were embodied in the
ten commandments, the firgt four of which were Godward and the last sx manward. Still
later Jesus capsulated the lesson in two commandments. " Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with dl thy heart, and with dl thy soul, and with dl thy mind. Thisisthefirgt and
great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shat love thy neighbor as
thysdlf. On these two commandments hang dl the law and the prophets’ (Matt.
22:37-40).

With the introduction of sin these fundamentd principles stopped governing men and

they fell backward into sin. While the verb for "perish” used in the book of Hebrews
implies complete destruction, the verb in the origind Psalm has afar different thought.
Professor Strong, commenting on the word, #6, says it means "properly, to wander away;
i.e, lose onesdf; by implication, to perish.”

Man wandered far away from these principles and they ceased being operative in hislife.
Like an old garment, they decayed from lack of use. But rather than being destroyed, they
are "folded up" for future use. These same principles will be reintroduced in Chrigt's

kingdom.

Smilarly, the word trandated "changed" (Strong's #2498) has awide variety of
meanings, including to "pass through,” as aflood or whirlwind; and to "destroy.” How
ever the sense of the word in this passage under sudy is more likdly the same as that
giventoitin Isaah 40:31, whereit is translated renew-"... they shdl renew ther
grength; they shall mount up withwings aseagles. . ."

The fundamentd principles which govern both man's rdationship with God and with
each other will be renewed by this Messah for the smple reason that his government
shdl be as eternd asit isuniversd-for "thy years shdl not fail.”



The Final Promise
Verses 13 and 14

But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until 1 make thine
enemies thy footstool? Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation?

The study of the preeminence of Christ concludes with the writer's forceful use of Psalm
110:1. Here the identification of the Psdm with the Messiah waswell . recognized. Jesus
gpplication of it to Messiah in both Matthew 22:42-46 and Mark 12:35-37 was
unchdlenged by the listening Pharisees. The position of being at the "right hand” isan
undisputed metaphor for the pogtion of top favor. This concluding argument is thus the
gpex of the evidence the writer has accumulated.

Inthefina verse of the chapter he again borrows language from Psalm 104:4. However
he broadens the concept from showing merdly the preeminence of the Messiah to the
angels, but dso the preeminence of dl "who shdl be hairs of sdvation” to the angelic
hosts. By using the aforementioned Psalm ingtead of others, which would perhaps serve
even better (see Psa. 34:7), he identifies the church with the Messiah.

This identification of a multi-membered Messah was the great "mysery" of the Chrigtian
church (Cal. 1:26, 27); namely, that Christ is not one but many members (1 Cor. 12:14).

Having established this groundwork, the writer of Hebrews is poised to further
comparisons between the office of the Messiah with the grest heroes of the Hebrew
religion. Thus he seeks to prepare his Jewish readers to accept aradicd changein their
beliefs; yet not so much a change as a progresson of development, for their rich religious
history and the words of their inspired prophets al pointed forward to this Messah whom
he proclaimed to have been in their very midst Jesus of Nazareth.

Principles of Study

A dudy of the first chepter of Hebrews is not only enlightening to a comprehenson of the
writer's theme but dso illuminates the principles of sudy used in the early church. Ther
great familiarity with the "Old Testament” dlowed them to build the mighty concepts
upon which the Chrigian religion would be based. Ther use of the Jewish writings to
bolgter thelr arguments sheds great light on the proper use we are to make of biblical texts
to support those themes that are so important to the Chrigtian and to his salvation.



NEWS AND VIEWS

PBI News

The Annua Mesting of the Pastora Bible Indtitute, Inc. was held on July 12, 1996 in S.
Joseph, Missouri. Thisisrequired by law because we are incorporated. As part of the
requirements, we must publish the financid statements of the Inditute. We dso publish a
Directors Report which summarizes the activity for the year. This year's report was
prepared on behalf of the board of directors by Francis Earl.

Directors' Report

During the past year the Ingtitute the directors were: James Caudle, Francis Earl, Alex
Gonczewski, Carl Hagensick, Loya Petran, David Rice, Timothy Thomassen; the editors
were: Francis Earl, Richard Evans, Leonard Griehs, Carl Hagensick, David Rice.

The Directors and Editors are gresetly appreciative and we owe a great debt of gratitude to
the many brothers and sstersin the Lord who have worked many hoursin the labor of
love in assigting usin managing the affairs of the Inditute and in publishing the Herdd of
Chrig's Kingdom. Their diligent efforts are essentid to the activities of the Indtitute.

Their help has been invauable and we could not have functioned without them. May God
continue to blesstheir efforts.

The work on the revision of the Bylaws and Guiddines has been completed. The revised
Bylaws were sent to Ingtitute members with their proxy balot for the election of
directors. The republishing of Bro. Streeter's books on Revelation and the status of
on-line computer access of Herald articles will be discussed at the July membership
mesting.

The bi-monthly issues of the Herdld are continuing and with continued reader acceptance.
Our readers have aso expressed appreciation of the News & Views feature of the Herad.
The present format will continue asit is a thistime. We are thankful to our heavenly

Father for the wide acceptance and the comments made regarding the format and the
gpiritud uplift received from the articles published in each issue of the Herdd.

The Directors and Editors who are able, continue making their pilgrim trips. Bro. David
Rice vidted brethren and interested onesin England, Nigeria, Pakistan and Nepdl. In
route to Africa, David was able to attend ameeting in London at the Nadals with studies
on Cleansing of the Sanctuary and Ezekid's Temple. In Nigeriaa young people's seminar
had been organized by the Nigerian brethren and the Bible Students Committee for
Africa Bro. Joseph Ajise escorted him to Lagosto visit with good contacts, and
encouraging mesetings were held with very good interest. David then went to Nepa where
his hogt introduced him to severa new Chrigtian contacts. A complete report on thistrip
wasinthe News & Viewsthe past year.



Managing Editor Carl Hagensick made severa extended tripsin the USA to visit isolated
brethren. A Fall 1995, trip took him to 16 destinations and atrip in the Spring covered
nine cities. During the Summer, 19 places in the Northeast were visited.

Other directors and editors served multiple classes during the year as part of their
ongoing minidry.

The Indtitute had another effective way of witnessing to God's Divine plan by supplying

31 separate free booklets on Scriptura topics. These were shipped free of charge.
Through May 31, 3,040 booklets were mailed. Mailings during the past two years have
increased dramaticaly due to the inclusion of the mail-in postcard inserts for readers to
respond. The booklets most requested were: God's Kingdom; Great World Changes Long
Foretold; The Plan of God in Brief. These accounted for about 20 percent of al booklets

shipped.

We a the Inditute thank our heavenly Feather for the privilege of endeavoring to serve the
interests of his kingdom. "Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober and hope to
the end for the grace that is brought unto you by the Revelation of Jesus Chrig" (1 Peter
1.13).

We invite your comments to our annual report or to any of the material in this journal.
Address correspondence to: Pastoral Bible Institute, 2310 S. Green Bay Rd., C-226,
Racine, WI 53406



Financial Statements of the Pastoral Bible Institute, Inc.

Baance Sheet April 30, 1996

ASSETS:
Cash on Hand . . . . . . . . $ 5 078.
Certificates of Dep03|t A 67, 000.
Savings Account . . . . . . . . . . 4,900.
Accounts Receivable . . . . . . . . 200.
Inventory . . . . . . . . . . . . . 371
FI XED ASSETS
Ofice EQuipment . . . . . . . . . 6,319
Book Library . . . . . . . . . . . 800.
Total Assets . . . . . . . . . .84,670.
LI ABI LI TI ES:
Accounts Payable . . . . Coe 70.
Subscriptions Paid in Advance . . . . 450.
Total Liabilities . . . . . . . . . 520.
NET WORTH (April 30, 1996) $84, 150.
Anal ysis of Net Worth for Fiscal Year End
I NCOVE:
Contributions . . . . . . . . . %$14,070.
Heral d Subscr|pt|ons C e 4, 300.
Interest Earned . . . G 2,420.
Herald G ft Subscrlptlons o 65.
P.B.I. New Members . . . . . . . 35.
Legacies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 950
Total Income . . . . . . . $21,841.
PilgrimExpense . . . .. . . $ 4,454,
Printing & Mailing Fbrald Coe 8, 226.
Gfts . . . Ce e 300.
M scellaneous Postage Coe . 1, 236.
Adm nistration & Ofice Expense . 3, 415.
Depreci ation, Ofice Equi pment . 5, 134.
Bookl ets & Advertising . . . . . 2, 295.
Total Expenses . . . . . $25,062.

Net (Loss) for Fiscal Year (3,221.27)
Net Worth May 1, 1995 $ 87, 371.44
Net Worth April 30, 1996 . $ 84, 150.17
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Letters from Readers

Editors Note: It isthe policy of the Herdld to publish letters from readersin their entirety,
if possble. We reserve the right to edit letters for length and clarity of presentation. The
views expressed in |etters are not necessarily those held by the editorid committee. All
|etters are subject to editoria approval.

Greetings from New Zedand. Many thanks for sending me the Herdd. | have recaived it
these many years ever since Casmir Lanowick visited New Zealand. | am pleased to note
that your policy isto favor the Jewish cause. They don't have many who support them. |
have aways believed they are God's chosen nation and their revivd isasure Sgn Chrid's
return is drawing nearer. But our world has to go through "atime of trouble such as never
was' (Danid 12:1) before it knows the peace of Christ'sreign. The article in the
May-Juneissue of THE HERALD, "This Year in Jerusdetri” is excdlent, but how few
redlize that the Gospel preached to Abraham is soon to be fulfilled. Although it may not
look likely at the present time, Britain has to leave membership of the EEC and Russa
will invade |sradl as Ezekid statesin chapters 38 and 39. A world in turmoil will findly
yield to Isradl's Messiah and His rule of peace on earth and goodwill toward al men.
(Luke). Best wishes and kind regards to you al from New Zedand.

-Basil Brown, New Zealand

Around the World
Middle East

For centuries, religion has inspired the most violent actionsin the Middle East. A quick
tour of the area shows that militant Idam is the common thread, offset by the growing
power of the nationdist Orthodoxy in Isragl. Throughout much of the region thereisa
dangerous population bulge of the young, the restless and the voldile. In Saudi Arabia,
58 percent of the population is under 24; in Egypt 57 percent, in Jordan 65 percent. Saudi
Arabia theroyd family is degply entwined with the ulema, the religious leadership, and
Idamic law is gtrictly enforced. Senior rdligious scholars have posed a series of open
chdlenges. The government itsdf isin disarray; Egypt: it remains perpetudly in ruins

and a breeding ground for fundamentdism. Its Idamic fundamentdids periodicaly shoot
up tourists, Coptic Christians, and are shot up in return. Jordan: there has been rioting
among the Bedouin, traditionally the King's base of support in a population that islargely
Pdedinian.

Government officials worry about a growing socid disparity, with atiny rich dite
surrounded by increasing poverty; |sradl: Paegtinians are frustrated at being kept from
jobs and are resentful of highhanded leaders who have returned without resolving the
peace process, Syriaand Irag: they remain gangster states, each ruthlesdy ruled by a



smdl dique from ardigious minority; Algeria: the military dictatorship is bettling

Idamic revolutionaries who murder ruthlesdy; Turkey: an Idamic fundamentdist Prime
Minister has been eected. Turkey is suppressing a Kurdish insurgency which has been
training in Syria. Followers are advised to be wary of any rosy forecasts for the Middle
Ead.

New York Times Week in Review, 6/30/96

Islam

Saudi Arabiafinds itsdf besieged by amongter it helped to creste. The Saudi regime was
once the main backer of Idamic opposition groupsin Egypt and esewherein the Arab
world. It helped finance and encourage 15,000 volunteers to fight. Following the Gulf

war of 1991, the Saudis asked for US help to counter a potentia Iragi threat and more
than 500,000 American soldiers used Saudi Arabia as abaseto liberate Kuwait. A group
of 400 scholars, clerics and technocrats signed a letter to the king detailing 12 demands
which included a reshuffling of the rdigious establishment and the forbidding of foreign
troops on Saudi soil. Since then, continued efforts to disrupt the Saudi governing family
have resulted in divisons and radica opposition which threatens the stability of the
regime. Theradica opposition is thought to be made up of loose groups, each following a
specific deric. The fear isthat further atacks will disrupt the interna safety of the

Saudis. More than fifty percent of the population is aged under 21, and with the decline
in oil prices and incomes, some have very littleto lose.

-Financial Times, 6/27/96

For many years the Idamic movement has appeared as a Single internationa movemen.
Now Idamic parties are fracturing in Egypt and Jordan, and Iran's Idamic government
faces reigious challenges over issues like abortion. Saudi Arabia, keeper of Idam's
holiest shrines and led by one of the religion's most conservetive sects, has spawned a
militant movement intent on bringing down the ruling family. Idamigs are dowly

ganing power in outlying countries such as Turkey, which named aMudim leader as
prime miniger. In Algeriathe government

cancelled 1990 dections after Idamists swept to victory. The result has been six years of
violence. In Kuwait, Idamic parties control asizeable minority of seatsin the Parliament.
They won avictory earlier thisyear in gaining passage of abill that could require schools
to separate men and women in classrooms and hdls.

-Wall Street Journal, 7/3/96



Iraq

Sadam Hussain is reported to be developing new biological wegpons usng Ebolaand
smilar viruses. Russian sources say Iraqg has produced rare and fatal African and Asian
diseases.

-Bible Light International, #3, 1996
Israel

Editor's note: The eection of Benjamin Netanyahu as Prime Minister hasresulted in a
proliferation of speculation by both the press and Bible students in generd asto what it
means for Israd and the plan of God. News and Views will atempt to capture factua
information rather than speculation. The articles cited in the next few issueswill be those
which detail specifics about changesin Isradl due to the change in government.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu blamed Iran and Syriafor increasing
terrorism on Isradl and said he would seek to step up internationa pressure againgt them.
He said that military efforts aone were ineffective a combating terrorism and he said the
solution isto "enact an internationa policy” based upon groundwork started in March at
the internationa anti-terrorism conference in Egypt.

(Bloomberg News Service, 6128/96)

An envoy of Benjamin Netanyahu has secretly met Palestinian President Y asser Arafat.
There was no immediate confirmation from ether side of the meeting between Arafat and
Dore Gold in the Gaza gtrip.

(Bloomberg News Service, 6/28/96)

U.S. Secretary Warren Christopher met with Egyptian President Mubarak and PLO
Chairman Arafat to assure them that Isradl intends to keep its obligations under peace
accords with the Arabs. Egypt indsted that Israel had to negotiate under a"'land for
peace" arrangement, while Arafat demanded Israel adhere to an agreement banning
congruction of West Bank settlements. Netanyahu has referred to "an unqualified right of
the Jewish people to sttlein the land of I1sradl," including the Palestiniancontrolled aress.

(Associated Press, 6126196)

New precious metd coins from the Bank of Isradl, caled "Nightingde and Fig," have
been inspired by Solomon's " Song of Songs." The verse from the Bible isfound in Song
of Songs 2:11-13. The theme of the new coins, Holy Land wildlife, highlights endangered
animas and protected plants which are mentioned in the Bible.

(Bloomberg News Service, 6/190)6)



In atime of momentous Middle Eagt palitical developments in which the future atus of
Jerusdem is akey issue, The American Jewish Congress, together with alarge group of
prestigious academic inditutions, co-sponsored " Jerusdem: Its Sanctity and Centrdity to
Judaism, Chridianity and Idam,” a conference held in Jerusdem from June 23-28. The
conference brought together distinguished scholars from Isragli, American and European
indtitutions to focus on Jerusdem as a holy city to three rdigions. Father Thomas
Stransky of Tantur Ecumenica Indtitute, and Prof. Lee Levine of the Hebrew University
serve as co-chairs of the conference. "The politica developments of recent years have
been momentous and unprecedented. Since politics and religion have been inextricably
intertwined in the Middle East for millennia, these accords, politica in essence, dso
affect the historica and religious traditions of the peoplesinvolved. In the pagt, these
traditions have dl too often been mohilized in the cause of hodtility, culminating in holy
wars," they said. It is believed to be the first such conference of dl three faiths centered
in Jerusdem, with Roman Catholicism representing the Chrigtian interests.

(PR Newswire, 6/17/96)

The issue now is not land for peace but land for time. Isradl needs time to see whether the
Arab political culture can be transformed. There are Palestinians who believe that it was
the killing of Israglisthat caused Isradl to withdraw from Lebanon in the 1980s, seek
peace in the 1990s and findlly recognize the PLO. The danger isthat these people may
take lsragl's eagerness for accommodation as a sign that more terrorism will pay off. A
study of Arab public opinion in the Middle East Quarterly concluded that most Arabs do
not seem to believe that the Arab-Isradli conflict has been terminated but only
transformed. In this view the peace tredties are atemporary truce rather than an end to
hodtilities, a Stuation that will change when the Palestinians rebuild their power.

(US News & World Report, 6/10/96)

Thirty-thousand Isradlis from the US, Canada, Ethiopia and Argentina have formed anew
political party in Isradl, Baaiya Nathan Sharansky is the party leader; he says the party's
main concern isto "put Zionism rather than security in the center of the map, and attract
Jewsfrom al over theworld to Isradl.” Isradl isthe only country where Jewish

populaion is growing, independent of immigration.

(Jerusalem Post, 4/96) Religion

Deepak Chopra, author of Quantum Healing, has developed astrong following of
believers among physicians aswell aslaymen. Choprawas apracticing internist in
Hollywood, Horida, from 1955 to 1986, and now combines hismedica advice with
Indian metaphysics. Chopra claims that meditation, the right diet and a Westernized
verson of Hindu mysticism can prevent or even reverse disease. He is consdered the
mainstay of New Age healing, which is composed of four categories. physicians
(advocating the power of prayer in the treatment of disease); synthesizers (trandators of
Eagtern philosophy to Western gpplications); visonaries (spirituad mediums who hed
through a spirit guide); expressionists (easing disease through thinking). To some the



combination of faith and hedling is not so much a novelty as awe come recapitul ation of
the last Western tradition to see them as part of one overarching cosmology. Says Sister
Judian Breitenbach, a Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ nun who heads the Healing Arts
Center in Mishawaka, lllinois "Were moving toward the integration of the East and the
West, and it's happening through hedlth care.” A fan of Chopras, she sees no conflicts
between the new and old age ... “people are so uptight about this kind of thing. We used
to cdl it trust in God.™

(Time, 6/24/96)

One Hundred Years Ago

"Electrician Thomas A. Edison has developed the "Roentgen ray” or "X -ray" to such a
degree that in a recent experiment he was able with his naked eye to look through an
eighteertinch block of ydlow pine and see the outlines of hisfingers. . . .

"Professors Pratt and Wrightman have conceived that these penetrating rays might be
used not only in locating disease but dso in killing disease by killing the disease germ.”

(R1969)
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