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Perspectives of the Nativity

EDITOR's JOURNAL

“Whom say ye that I am?”—Matthew 16:15

On December 25 the Chrigtian world will celebrate the birthday of Jesus of Nazareth.
Despite the fact that the date chosen is arbitrary and out of accord with the gospe
records, we regjoice that so many dill desire to honor in some way the one who came to
save men from ther sns Although the holiday has become polluted by crass
commercidism, it remans aday st asde by the sncere to acknowledge that Jesus was
indeed the Son of God. Therefore we are glad, in keeping with the spirit of the holiday, to
join in this ceebration by dedicating this issue of THE HERALD to this marvelous and
miraculous birth.

Even though the parents of Jesus were of the poorer working class, the birth of Christ was
witnessed by a surprising number of quite different individuas. Each one had his own
unique perspective of the sgnificance of that birth. In thisissue of the journd we will
examine the different impressions of these witnesses.

No two people see the same event exactly dike. It may be their physica angle of sght or
some persond bias or prejudice that brings them to different conclusions on the details of
what they saw. This phenomenon occurs in courtrooms when jurors listen to witnesses
reporting their impressons of the case in hand. We will be examining the viewpoints of
eight individuas or groups in the articles that follow.

No viewpoint is more important or more precisaly accurate than that of God himsdif. In
God’s Journey to Bethlehem the author seeksto enter into the mind of the Almighty
Crestor of the universe and establish his particular viewpoint of the nativity. God, the
giver of every good and perfect gift (James 1:17), “gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have everlagting life’ (John 3:16). It is
amost presumptuous to attempt to enter into the mind and heart of God, but it is good to



contemplate the fedings of aloving parent who voluntarily submitted his dearest
possession to experiences he knew Jesus would undergo.

Among the firg to be aware of the birth of the Lord, even before the event, were his
relatives Elizabeth and Zacharias. Elizabeth prophesied of the coming event to Mary,
while Zacharias referred to it on the occasion of the naming of his only son, John the
Baptist. Their unique perspective istreated in the article entitled 7he Torah of Humanity.

Naturdly, no one on earth was more acutely aware of the blessed event than the parents
themsdlves, particularly Mary. In Blessed Among Women, the perspective of Mary and
Joseph is reviewed—the angelic announcements, the trip to vigt Elizabeth, and thefind
journey to Bethlehem, where Jesus was born.

The witnesses to the birth of Jesus were not only Hebrews, but aso wise men, or magi,
who came from the east. They were following aguiding star. They warned the family in
Bethlehem of impending danger and their precious gifts may have provided sustenance
for the family while in Egypt. Their visit isandyzed in the atidle The Guiding Star.

Not al were thrilled at the prospect of a newborn king. Those in postions of power never
relish the thought of their power being threatened. A prime example of thisisthe

Edomite King in Judea, Herod the Great. The Jealous Monarch Seeks the perspective
Herod may have had when he heard from the wise men that a new king was born in
lsredl.

The birth of the Messiah had been long anticipated. There was an expectation for hisbirth
a thetime (Luke 3:15). Two faithful ederly people in Jerusdem frequented the templein
anticipation of the Messiah, praying for the “consolation of Israd” (Luke 2:25). Their
names were Simeon and Annaand their story is narrated in the treatise, Jesus Presented
at the Temple.

Two regular features are included in our celebration of the birth of Jesus. The “Echoes
from the Past” isareprint of The Question Box from 1962 by Bro. P. L. Read, aformer
editor of thisjournd. The concluding tregtise is our verse by verse study in Isaiah 53
entitled Despised and Rejected.



The Perspective of God

God'’ s Journey to Bethlehem

""The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice; and he that begets a wise child shall
have joy of him."—Proverbs 23:24

Richard Kindig

The same night that Joseph and Mary were searching for a place for the birth of the
Messiah, the heavenly Father was on ajourney too. It was an emotiond journey that God
embarked upon before time began; one that led our Creator to walk with his Son dong
dark paths: through places like Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and Golgotha. The nétivity isa
gory that contains elements of heroic love, saving faith, and untarnished victory; yet its
twists and turns give evidence of a God who, in choosing a pathway of humility for his
Son, was not seeking the development of any character qudities he did not dready
possess himsdlf. (See Psa. 113)

The Father is Greater than Jesus

God and Jesus are not equal; they are indeed a Father and a Son, who shared in a
profoundly satisfying and evolving two-way relaionship. Though Jesus emphaticaly
dated that "the Father is greater than 1," the dominant school of thought in Chrigtian
circlestoday is that God and Jesus are not only one in spirit, methods, and purposes but
they are one and the same: "co-equa and co-eend." The Bible differswith this Trinity
concept. It istrue that dl the fullness —the effulgence and imprimatur—of deity dwelt
upon Jesus (Col. 2:9; 1:19; Eph. 3:19) and that he proceeded forth and came from God
(John 8:42). But Jesusis not God. He stated that he isinferior (John 10:29; 14:28); he
worshiped God; he prayed to God (John 11:41, 42; 17:1-26); he submitted to God; he
cdled upon God for help with things he could not do himself; he accepted God' s will as
his own; he affirmed that God heard his prayers; and unlike God, who must by definition
be perfect in every way, Jesus was made complete as a high priest through sufferings, and
learned deeper levels of obedience by the things which he suffered (Heb. 2:10; 5:8, 9).
Jesus of Nazareth was just what the scriptures style him: the Only-Begotten, the Son of
the Highest, the Firgt-Born of dl Creation (John 1:18; Luke 1:32; Rev. 3:14). Asthe son,
Jesus had atender, warm, and loving relationship with his heavenly Father (John 17).
And the Bible indicates Jesus obedience during his human experience was a pivota
ingredient in the ultimate success of that relationship (John 10:17; Heb. 1.9).



The Human Experience Changed Jesus

The very first recorded words from Jesus ' lips affirm his relationship to his heavenly
Father: "Do you not know that | must be about my Father’s business?' (See Luke 2:42-
52.) His pre-occupation with his Father’ s words, plans, and business discomfited his
human parents and astonished the sages.

There is an amazing singleness of purpose in aboy of only twelve. But perhaps we sense
more; afaint hint of surprise a the limitations of his new domain. We see an intdllect far
beyond alad his age, as well as a resolute submission to the imperfect leaders and guides
of hislife (note verse 51); yet perhaps even his gentle questions seemed threatening to his
elders. If the young Jesus felt occasiond surprise or disappointment with his parents and
rabbis, he gradually gained gracefulness in his manner of dedling with the people around
him, for the account states that as Jesus grew to maturity, he grew not only in stature but
aso in wisdom; and he grew in favor, not only with men but even with God (verse 52).

Ontheday of Jesus death, the second thing Jesus said while on the cross was. "Madame,
behold thy son” [referring to John]; and then to John, "Behold thy mother." To nurture

the troubled faith of Mary and to provide her with true comfort at atime when asword
was piercing her soul (see Luke 2:35), Jesus arranged for her comfort and peace before he
completed his Father’ s business on the cross (cf. John 19:28-30).

During Jesus earthly life, a profound tenderness and care of others perfumes his every
word and deed. Though the above references indicate conflict with hiskinsfolk and a
measure of opposition, he bore their ambivalence gracioudy. He wisaly used every
opportunity to increase their faith and waited for the outworking of events and the
heavenly Father’ stimeto prove himsdf in their eyes. (See John 2:4; 7:3-10; Mark 3:21,
31; 6:1-6; 1 Cor. 15:7; Acts 1:14; 1 Cor. 9:5 for ingghts into Jesus dedlings with his
kin.)

When Jesus cried, "It isfinished,”" and then, "Father, into your hands | commit my spirit,”
we see more patience, more trust, more obedient reliance upon God—ariper, fuller
fruit—than we glimpsed when Jesus was a boy. If so, then perhaps we can comprehend
the explicit statement of the scriptures, that Jesus learned the meaning of obedience by
the things which he suffered. He was made perfect dong spiritud lines by experiences
developing character. Even as the glorious Logos, it had not been possible to attain such
perfection or obedience (Heb. 2:10).

If we thus see progression in the character of Jesus, the increasing attainment of adepth
of perfect obedience throughout his walk, we can understand what it meansto be in the
"likeness of anful flesh" (Rom. 8:3), yet engaged in ardaionship asa Son of the
Highest.

From that vantage point, we can take comfort in our own walk as sons of God through
Christ; and we can better understand what it meant to God that fateful night as he saw his
Only-Begotten Son lying in amanger: so smal, so week, and so incomplete.



What It Means to be a Father

The most exalted relaionship, the one most like God' s relationship with his crestures, is
the parent/child relationship. It is the only rdationship in which the first person brings the
second person into existence. It is the blend of different relationships at various times
reflecting elements of master/dave, doctor/patient, teacher/student, and findly, fellow-to-
felow.

The benefits that come to parents are subtle and philosophica. They include the &bility to
pass dong to the child intelligence and manners, to oversee the progress of the child in
character and powers, and the development of alifelong fellowship.

In the nature of things, a parent must take the longer view, must leed in love and
commitment, must be the truly selfless one, and must wait. Parents must be patient. They
must let go if they want the object of thelr love to return. They must postpone many
persond gods and give a high priority to the meeting of their children’s needs.

All Things are by Jesus and for Jesus

We are emphatically and repeatedly told in such texts as Colossians 1:16, 17 that our
Lord Jesus existed from before the materid creation. Jesusisto be recognized asthe
agent of creation: the world was made by him (John 1:10). God prepared the ages "by
means of* him (Heb. 1:2). Thereis "one Lord Jesus Chrigt, by whom are dl things' (1
Cor. 8:6). Jesusis ds0 to be recognized as the heir of creation: "dl things were made for
him" (Cal. 1:16). "Heisthe hair of dl things' (Heb. 1:2). "God has gracioudy given him
aname above every name' (Phil. 2:9). "It pleased the Father that in him should all
fullness dwdl" (Col. 2:9). God desired the pleasure of seeing his only son deserve and
receive the praise of the entire intdlligent universe. Thus God developed and tested his
son to prove hisworthiness of such an exdtation.

Smply providing a perfect environment is not enough. Thefal of Satan provesthat even
aknowledge of God and enjoying perfection of being and perfection of surroundings
does not shield anyone from the sprouting of sin from within. (See Ezek. 28:12-19.) We
must conclude that if Satan—apparently the third being in the universe—had the freedom
and potential to Sin, the second being did too.

Before the Beginning

Jesus has, from the beginning of time, been the personification of God' s wisdom. (Cf.
Matt. 23:34 with Luke 11:49. See dso 1 Cor. 1:24, 30.) Asthe Only Begotten, he cameto
know the mind of God long before he saw the actua creetive operations of God.

The psalmist (103:7) records that Moseswas let in on God' s "ways'—his plans, character
and principles that congtitute the reason for his acts—while the nation saw the acts done.
The Bible describesthe Logos' intimate fellowship with God in smilar terms; "Jehovah
crested me in the beginning of hisways, before hisworks of old” (Prov. 8:22). Sincethe



son was brought into being "in the beginning of hisways," we surmise that there was a
ggnificant time spent in consultation on the ways themselves.

Godss, objectives, principles, imaginings, methodologies, strategies—al were worked out
in counsd together, Father and Son. And just asin earthly parenting, the finest rewards
spring from those moments of inspiration, when the child legpsto aredization,

internalizes a principle, reflects a value we hold dear, so with the heavenly Father. The
pre-human Jesus was God' s daily ddlight; and the son rgoiced too —aways (Prov. 8:30).

Among the many issues to be discussed, before the works began, would have been the
specific creatures dated for creation. How would they be designed; what characterigtics
would each species demongtrate’? We can imagine scenes in which the weighty mora
lessons that need to be taught to dl intelligent creatures were discussed and embodied in
the design of specific creatures, such as lambs and goats, eages and doves, lions and
serpents.

The nature of freedom among the mora beings was surely the topic of many adiscussion.
What shdl we do when sin arises? How shdl we respond? Where shdl we contain the
rebdlion?

Whatever the process by which these early decisons were made, it is clear from God's
word that the main details were settled before the first hammer of creative work was
raised. They agreed there would need to be a perfect human sacrifice and therefore he
must come from the heavenly courts to earth and pay the ultimate price; since that servant
of universal redemption could not be the immorta God himsdif, it would have to be his
Son. (Seelsaiah 6.)

Armed with this knowledge and braced by this commitment, the mortar-bags of matter
were broken, the ingredients were stirred, and the construction began.

Firgt to be created, even before the materid construction, were the infrastructure of
heavenly messengers. Lucifer was among the fird, if not the very firdt, of these.

Long before Lucifer set up his rebdlion in Eden, however, there were eons of creetive
work, in which the Logos was groomed for his future role of sharing the divine throne.
No doubt the angdls, including Lucifer, were given a prominent role in carrying out the
materia creation under the guidance of the Father/Son team; we know they sang for joy
when in the course of time the foundeations of the earth were laid (Job 38:4-7).

When the "heavens and earth were finished” (Gen. 2:1), a new phase began: the mora
devdopment of dl intelligent creatures. For the angels, the excitement of cregation gave
way to the routine of adminidiration, and gpparently politics and pride led to the fall of
Satan and many other angdls. The time for the planned sacrifice loomed closer. And with
it, the pain that God himsdf would have to experience drew near as well.



God’s Sacrifice Typified by Abraham

We catch aglimpse of the heavenly Father’s outlook in the alegory God arranged
through the life of Abraham. We can be sure that after waiting 100 years to have a son of
promise, Abraham lavished love and attention upon the boy. Isaac was the apple of his
eye, and the aged father must have relished every minute. Abraham’s son, like God's,
wasadaly ddight.

Then came the shattering redlization that the boy would need to be offered. The boy knew
that a sacrifice was to be made. The father walked for three days, carrying his own deeper
knowledge of what that meant in his soul. His grieving had aready begun, becausein his
mind he saw the boy dain aready.

In Abraham’s case, only his reasoned hope of aresurrection alowed him to be obedient
to God's strange request. The dlegory cannot demonstrate God' s inherent poise and
confidence, as the one who knew the end from the beginning and has the power to work
dl things after the counsd of his own will. But we believe it is sgnificant that God

caused it to be written twice that as Abraham and | saac approached the dtar, "they went
both of them together” (Gen. 22:6, 8). God was Jesus companion in creation, in
Bethlehem, and a Golgotha.

We know that Jesus, who was not spared as | saac was, suffered to the ultimate degree.
Like Isaac, he had to carry thewood. Y et God suffered together with his son, for he held
in his own hands, in symbolic terms, the fire and the knife,

Jesus said that his Fether had expresdy told him that no one could take hislife; if it was

to be sacrificed, it would have to be Jesus own choice. "'l have power to lay it down, and
| have power to receiveit again” (John 10:17, 18). So when Jesus dlowed himsdf to be
crucified, his righteousness placed him into God' s hands. It was separation from God that
provoked Jesus anguished cry, "My God, My God, Why hast Thou forsaken me?'* And
it was God who, like Abraham, widlded the knife which shed Jesus' earthly life. (See Psa
39:9. Compare dso God's claim of responghility for Job's afflictions: Job 1:12; 2:3). No
other power could have taken the innocent life of the spotless Lamb.

Though in one sense it was men and demons who took Jesus' life, in another very
important sense it was God who "spared not his own son, but ddivered him up for usdl”
(Rom. 8:32). And "together with" God at the dtar, it was Jesus who aso "delivered up"
his own soul (John 19:30). They were partnersin creation, they were partnersin life; and
in order to be partnersin redemption, they became partners at the dtar of Jesus degth.



God’s Sacrifice at Bethlehem

It is humbling indeed to redize that the child of aKing was born into poverty, in
relatively unsanitary conditions and forced to flee for hislife while ill an infant. Jesus
sacrifice to come here as a baby was awe-inspiring.

God made enormous sacrifices dso. For the firgt time God lost the companionship of his
son. God was aone before his son was created and now he was persondly gpart from his
son for the 30 plus years of Jesus earthly life.

God dso sacrificed in the sense that while legions of angels might shadow Jesus, the
divine program was that these angel's should not be caled upon; if no food was avallable,
Jesus would have to go hungry; and whatever man suffered Jesus would have to suffer.
(See John 4:6.)

God undoubtedly suffered most at the arrogance of the wicked who encountered Jesus
and the downess of heart of hisfriends (cf. Acts 9:5). God looks for opportunities to
show himsdlf strong on behdf of those with perfect hearts (2 Chron. 16:9). Herewas a
righteous one who went for years with little outward evidence of the favor of God.

The sacrifice of God which looms largest, however, was the piercing pain when, to bring
Jesus work to completion, he alowed his son to die. We cannot agree with our
evangdlicd friends who claim that God consumed Jesus on the cross with "the anger of a
billion Hells'! No, God did not show hate toward Jesus and no scriptura logic would
indicate such afrightful idea. God smply hid his face from Jesus, just as he did from
Adam when he sinned in the garden of Eden (Gen. 3:8). It was necessary for Jesusto
experience dienation in order to become an "offering for Sn" and to be tempted in dl
points, just aswe are* But for the holy, righteous God, who loved Jesus more than poet
can describe or mind can imagine, to turn his face away while his son hung, naked and
suffering, on a cross—well, the universe might as well have been turned upside-down.

To give usjust aglimpse of how he felt, God sent darkness across the land; he caused the
earth itsdf to quake; he totaly disrupted the feverish daying of lambs that was in process
a the temple; and he brought dead bodies out of the tombs as awitnessto the returning
crowds. (See Matthew 27:51-54. Carefully andlyzed, the origind language revedls that
the bodies in the tombs were not resurrected or reanimated but Smply exposed to the
view of the returning crowds.)

The other great work of God occurred just three days later, before the laughter of God's
demonic enemies had even died down. God, who had created the billions of galaxies,
now used his mighty power and raised his son from the dead—to a nature equd with his
own (cf. Psa. 8:3 with Eph. 1:19, 20).



Glory to God in the Highest

Sometimes as we contempl ate the greatness of God we envison abeing with little
emotion and with such grand superfluous power that every action would be easy and
every plan would be the result of cold caculation. The story of Jesus' life on earth paints
adifferent picture. It shows us that when God undertook to creste, teach, redeem, and
restore the human race he was not attempting something easy; not easy for us, not easy
for his son, and not easy for himsdlf.

The striptures reved an emotiona God, committed in love, with awillingnessto alow
his most precious possession to be born in amanger, to be crucified, and to show his
sacrificid love for the lowly and undeserving human race. The sacrifices of God and
Jesus must never be minimized; our very life depends on our gppreciation of these divine
gifts and benefits. God' s grace and love, expressed by himsdf and by Chrigt, will dways
outweigh the praise and obedience the Father and Sonwill one day receive from God's
family in heaven and in earth (Eph. 1:3-10).

* Editors’ Note: The application of thistext is open to two interpretations. Some take it just as written,
implying awithdrawal of God's communication with his son for a short time on the cross. Othersinterpet it
merely as an identification with the twenty-second Psalm, from whence it is g uoted. The editors of this
journal are divided in their opinions and leave it to the readers to determine the correct thought for
themselves.



The Perspective of Elizabeth and Zacharias

The Torah of Humanity

For the Son of man came to seek and to save that which was lost—Luke 19:10 ASV
R. E. Evans

During the season sat asde by the Chrigtian world to commemorate the birth of Jesus
Chrigt our thoughts usually turn toward the experiences of Mary, Joseph, and the child.
We reflect on the events and people closdly related to them, and that is as it should be.
Just afew months before those auspicious events, however, there had been another visit
by the angd Gabrid to another couple blessed with a child brought forth by amiracle—
Zacharias and Elizabeth, the parents of John the Baptist.

Zacharias and Gabriel
Luke 1:5-24

Their experience with amessenger of God no doubt brought to their minds smilar events
in the lives of others whom God had blessed— Abraham and Sarah, Manoah and hiswife
(the parents of Samson), as well as Hannah (the mother of Samudl). Luke' s description of
thisfaithful coupleis one shared by only afew of God's earthly creetion: "And they were
both righteous before God, waking in dl the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blandess’ (Luke 1.6 Asv).

Despite such credentias as these, however, Gabriel found it necessary to react sternly to
Zacharias hesitation in accepting his message. Some 400 years had passed since there
had been direct communication between God and his people; that, coupled with the fact
that the couple had long passed the age when they could normaly have a child, it is not
difficult to understand Zachaerias hesitation; yet, this messenger of God did not alow it
to pass unnoticed.

Gabrid’ s reaction spesks loudly to the necessity for usto maintain faith. As Paul wrote of
Abraham: "And he received the Sgn of circumcision, ased of the righteousness of the
faith which he had while he was in uncircumcison; that he might be the father of dl them
that believe’ (Rom 4:11 ASV, author’s emphasis). The true seed of Abraham must
believe without hestation. Only those that so believe will be with the Lord: " And without
fath it isimpossble to be wel-pleasng unto him; for he that cometh to God must believe
that heis, and that he is arewarder of them that seek after him" (Heb 11:6 Asv).



Mary and Gabriel
Luke 1:26-38

In Luke' s account of these momentous events. he next placed Mary center stage. He
turned his atention to the story that is our usud focus of the season. With the smilarity

of their circumstances, it was natura for Mary to go to Elizabeth. Not only had there been
an angdic vigt, she was an older and more experienced kinsvoman. Also, Elizabeth was
a"daughter of Aaron" and the wife of apriest. She occupied a position of considerable
honor in Isradl and, undoubtedly, was awoman of wisdom.

Luke srecord of the first encounter of these two divingly appointed women who had
been s0 highly favored by God isfilled with grest emotion and meaning. He gave a
glimpse of what has to be one of the most sublime conversations ever engaged in by two
human beings.

"And Mary arose in these days and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of
Judah; and entered into the house of Zacharias and saluted Elizabeth. And it came to
pass, when Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe legped in her womb; and
Elizabeth was filled with the holy spirit; and she lifted up her voice with aloud cry, and
sad, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And whence
isthisto me, that the mother of my Lord should come unto me? For behold, when the
voice of thy sdlutation came into mine ear's, the babe legped in my womb for joy. And
blessed is she that believed; for there shdl be a fulfilment of the things which have been
gpoken to her from the Lord" (Luke 1:39-45 ASV).

The course of Elizabeth’s sdutation isfirg of dl for Mary and her son (vs. 42); next for
hersaf and her son (vss. 43, 44); lastly, Mary and her happiness (vs. 45). In calling Mary
"the mother of my Lord" Elizabeth declared hersdlf a servant of Mary’s son. What an
indght into her character! This woman of great sanding and prestige declared hersdlf the
servant of the son of the lowly maiden. One cannot help but compare her conduct to that
of Jonathan, who willingly stepped aside, giving up his dlam to the throne for the much
younger David.

The emotion which possessed Elizabeth was communicated to the child whose life was
yet one with her own. The legping of John was a sign to her of the truth of dl that hed
been told them by Gabridl.

By her statement, "blessed is she that believed," Elizabeth seems to have contrasted
Mary’'sfaith with Zacharias' doubt. Because of his affliction, both she and her husband
had probably thought often of that moment of hestation in the Temple. Inspired by the
holy Spirit, Elizabeth encouraged the younger woman's faith with the promise of certain
fulfillment of God' s promise brought by Gabridl.

Mary’s response to this magnanimous salutation (Luke 1:46-55) affirms that the moment
was as thrilling to her asto Elizabeth. Just as John's legp was a Sgn to Elizabeth, the
spontaneous joy and approva of this older woman of consequence was asign to Mary of



the truth of dl she had heard. The jubilant reaction by Elizabeth was, no doubt, much
more than Mary had expected or hoped for.

"And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned unto her house (Luke 1:56
ASV).

The Song of Zacharias
Luke 1:57-80

L ater, when speech was restored to Zacharias, a song burst forth as the rush of ageyser—
asong he had probably composad in his mind during the previous months of slence.

Fird, this man of God gave thanks for the arrival of the times of the Messiah (vss. 68-75);
then, in a parenthesis his paterna feding came out—the father expressed his joy at the
glorious part given his son in the divine plan (vs. 76, 77); lagtly, an emationd overflow of
thanksgiving for God' s plan of sdvation closed this song of a priest who delighted to

serve his God.

Theterm "visted" (v. 68) dluded to the slence of God during the previous four
centuries—a slence that had been broken by the events that were then occurring, events
that would result in "redemption” for God' s people, Isradl (vs. 68, 69). Zacharias declared
thet following its ddiverance Isradl will serve God "without fear." This union of political
freedom with religious service is founded on the Old Testament ided of a perfected
theocracy like that pictured in Ezekid’ stemple vison. It is doubtful he redized it would

be two millennia before this promise would be fulfilled. Just as with the gposties three
decades later (Acts 1:6), his hope was for deliverance in his day.

Neverthdess, Zacharias redized that in that deliverance—a deliverance he directly linked
to the divine covenants made with Abraham and David—God will show mercy not only
to the living but to the dead (vs. 72). Also, as he proclaimed in his exuberant closing,
ddiverance would be for dl of God's earthly cregtion. The "sun of righteousness' (Md
4:2) shdl "shine upon them that St in darkness and the shadow of death” (vs. 79). Thus,
Zacharias not only indicated resurrection as being anintegral part of God' s salvation, but
asdvation for Jews and Gentiles dike.

Theimage of a"horn," as used by Zacharias (vs. 69), is often found in the Bible and
points to the horns of abull, in which resides its power.

"If [im, Strong’ s#518, "When"]* thy children will keep my covenant And my testimony
that | shal teach them, Their children aso shal st upon thy throne for evermore. For
Jehovah hath chosen Zion; He hath desired it for his habitation. Thisis my resting-place
for ever: Here will | dwell; for | have desred it. | will abundantly bless her provision: |
will satisfy her poor with bread. Her priests dso will | clothe with salvation; And her
saints shall shout doud for joy. There will | make the horn of David to bud" (Psa 132:12-
17 Asv, author’s emphasis).



Just asthe strength of the bull is concentrated in its horn, so dl the power and authority
promised David will be concentrated in the Messiah, David' s seed. When the horn of
David budsit will bea"horn of salvation” for the nation of |srae—God' s people will be
delivered from their enemies

The Torah of Humanity

This demonstration of God's mercy prophesied and praised by Zacharias was called "the
torah of humanity" by David. "Who am |, O Lord Jehovah, and what is my house, that
thou hast brought me thus far? And thiswas yet asmdl thing in thine eyes, O Lord
Jehovah; but thou hast spoken aso of thy servant’ s house for a great while to come; and
this too after the manner [torah] of men [humanity], O Lord Jehovah!" (2 Sam 7:18, 19
ASV)

Unfortunately, the key thought, "thisis the forah of humanity,” is obscured in most
trandations. In the smplest and mogt litera sense, it denotes David' s understanding

God's promise to him as arestatement of the promise to Abraham. He saw a continuity to
the covenants. In both, God promised to bring blessing to al the earthly crestion—"thisis
the torah of humanity.”

It was this torah Zacharias celebrated in his song. Some years later James picked up the
refrain. "After these things [after firg taking out of the Gentiles a people, the church] |
will return, And | will build again the tabernacle [tent] of David [Isradl], which isfdlen;
And I will build again the ruins thereof, And | will st it up: Theat the resdue of men [the
rest of humanity] may seek after the Lord" (Acts 15:16,17 AsV).

A rebuilt tent of David—arestored Isragl will be God's agent to return his earthly
cregtion to its origind glory, the mercy God promised David. "Incline your ear, and come
unto me; hear, and your soul shdl live: and | will make an everlagting covenant with you,
even the sure mercies of David” (Isa55:3 Asv).

The rebuilding of the tent of David will be the maturation of the mercies st forth in
God' s covenant with David—the "sure mercies of David," the torah of humanity.

"Break forth into joy, Sng together, ye waste places of Jerusdem; for Jehovah hath
comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusdlem. Jehovah hath made bare his holy arm
[the Messiah] in the eyes of dl the nations; and al the ends of the earth have seen the
savation of our God" (Isa52:9, 10 Asv).

Isradl isto be the example that will bring dl of humankind back to their Creator! The
Jews' return of favor will demongtrate God's mercy and benevolenceto dl his earthly
cregtion.

"And they [the Gentile nations] shdl say, Thisland that was desolate is become like the
garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are fortified and inhabited.
Then the nations that are left round about you [Isradl] shdl know that |, Jehovah, have



builded the ruined places, and planted that which was desolate: |, Jehovah, have spoken
it, and | will doit" (Ezek. 36:35 ,36 ASV).

Both Elizabeth and Zacharias redlized the fulfillment of this salvation, these "sure
merdes” as having its beginning with their son. Their son was to "go before the face of
the Lord [the Messiah, Mary’ s son] to make ready hisways."

Though it has taken much longer than ether of these faithful and "blameess’ ones
anticipated, today we see the fulfillment of their expectation devel oping before our eyes.
Our joy at seeing its concluson should be as greet as was theirs in seeing its beginning.

"Because of the tender mercy of our God, Whereby the dayspring from on high shdl vist
us, To shine upon them that St in darkness and the shadow of degth; To guide our feet
into the way of peace' (Luke 1:78, 79 AsV).

Thistorah of humanity was the source of their joy and isthe red spirit of Christmas.
When we come to appreciate the great love and mercy made evident by that torah, we can
do little but repesat the words of Zacharias, "Blessed be the Lord, the God of Isradl.”

* See Choosing a Special People, July-August 1997, for a discussion on “when” thiswill
be fulfilled.

God Remembers His Oath

Zacharias [Strong’ s 2197] isthe Greek form of the Hebrew name Zechariah [2148].
Zechariah isfrom the Hebrew zakar [2142], which according to Strong’ s dictionary
means "to remember,” and Yak [3050], a contraction of the sacred name Yehovah [3068];
hence Zechariah conveys the thought "God remembers.”

Elizabeth [1665] isthe Greek form of the Hebrew Elisheba [472). Elisheba, the name of
the wife of Aaron, isfrom the Hebrew E/[410], meaning "god" or "mighty one," and
shaba [7650], which means "oath;" hence "God' s oath."

It isinteresting thet thejoining of Zacharias with Elizabeth gives the thought "God
remembers his oath” (Luke 1:72, 73).



The Perspective of Mary and Joseph

Blessed Among Women

" And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and
blessed is the fruit of thy womb."—-Luke 1:42

Aaron Kuehmichel

The hope of the promised Messiah was redl to some of the Jewish people. It was
something for whichthey longed. Imagine how Jewish mothers yearned within their
hearts, hope againgt hope, that they would be the mother of Israd’s Savior. Think of the
honor it would bring to them if their son was the Messiah.

A pure, chaste, unmarried virgin was selected to be the mother and keeper of the one who
had been the firgt crestion of God. Her name was Mary. A smple unlearned woman, in
contrast to the educated priestly class, was chosen. Who would ever have thought that
such aone could be so honored by God. One should not even have been a candidate for
such ason.

The Annunciation

The honor of foretelling the birth of Jesus to the young Galilean woman named Mary was
given to the angel Gabrid. The scripture connects the time of the announcement to Mary
with another event, one that aready occurred: the conception of John the Beptist. This
connection isfound in the first chapter of Luke, for it was Gabrid that also announced
the birth of John the Baptist. In the sixth month of development Gabriel cameto Mary.
"And in the sixth month the angdl Gabrid was sent from God unto acity of Gdilee,
named Nazareth" (Luke 1:26).

In dl other accounts of angelic appearances unto man, the person receiving the angel
recognizes them as such and isimmediady fearful upon the redlization. But not so with
Mary. Insteed of fear, she wondered at the sirange greeting. "How am | so highly
favored? Why am | so blessed among women?' was her initid reaction. Upon the
pronouncement that she was to have a child, she replied, "How shall thisbe, seeing | have
no husband?'

What audacity to speak back to an angel. To even question the angel’ s message was
unthinkable, or was it? Mary did question, but the intent was not from a doubting mind
looking for proof. Her question was for clarification, so she could comprehend how she
could have a child not having a husband.

Gabrid honored her request and gave her proof this would come true by tdlling her of her
barren cousin Elizabeth’ s conception and reminding her that nothing isimpossible with



God. The answer was sufficient. Bdieving that this unbelievable announcement could
come true, she acquiesced, "Be it unto me according to thy word.”

The Visit with Elizabeth

Mary then traveled from Nazareth to the hill country of Judes, a distance of
approximately 120 miles over rough and dangerous ground to see her cousin Elizabeth.
By this action she demondirated thet she believed the angel’ s message. When she greeted
Elizabeth, her cousin confirmed what Gabriel aready had told her and that she was
indeed favored. God then, through Elizabeth, honored Mary because of her faith.

Mary spent three months with Elizabeth and then returned to her home. How she traveled
to and fro is not stated. She could have traveled done, but what husband to be would let
her do that? Regardless, Mary was showing her pregnancy upon her return and Joseph
was not sure how to deal with her seeming unfaithfulness. He pondered this and
concluded to dedl with her according to the law; quietly putting Mary aside so asto not
draw too much attention to her (Deut. 24:1).

Nothing is stated in the scriptures regarding Joseph’s character, but much isimplied.
Here was a man that God entrusted with the care of the Messiah and his mother. He
would have a sgnificant influence upon the upbringing of the boy Jesus and he surdly
must have been a noble character. We get aglimpse of this nobility in his handling of the
Stuation. Instead of accusng Mary of unfaithfulness and taking care of hisown
reputation, he thought first of hers. Then God reveded to Joseph that Mary was with
child by divine intervention and that he should take her for hiswife. Thisis thefirg
recorded encounter Joseph had with God in connection with this child.

Joseph and Mary married and the remaining months of her pregnancy passed, but the
gigma of being unmarried with child hed dreedy attached itself to Mary. They made
their way to Bethlehem, the city of their birth in accordance with the decree of Caesar
Augustus. Mary went into labor and she and Joseph ddlivered the child. Later that
evening, the shepherds came and worshipped. In explanation of their vist they revealed
of the angdlic message and singing. This was the fourth encounter, though indirect, that
Mary or Joseph had with God.

"But Mary kept al these things, and pondered them in her heart . . . And Joseph and his
[the babe 5] mother marveled at those things which were spoken of him" (Luke 2:19, 33).



A Transition of the Ages

Zacharias, being educated, trained and serving as a priest should have believed Gabrid’s
message and did not. Mary, who had every reason to doubt, believed. Zacharias and
Elizabeth were honored because of ther faith by being the parents of one of the grestest
prophets on the earth. Mary was honored for her faith by becoming the mother of the
Messiah, the greatest in heaven. Instead of believing, the educated and priestly class held
fast to their traditions and teachings. As Zacharias could not believe without a proof, so
aso the Scribes and Phariseesin Jesus' day did not accept the signs given by God.

The time had come and the trangition was taking place, as beautifully portrayed in the
events announcing the offsprings of Zacharias and of Mary. The Jewish Law arrangement
was coming to an end and the age of the gospd was beginning. John, being the offspring
of the Law, could not enter into the kingdom of heaven because Jesus, the offspring of
faith, had not yet opened the way. He that isleast in the kingdom of heaven (faith) is
greater than he of the Law (Matt. 11:11).

Jesus demongtrated his humility in his accepting the innuendoes and taunts of the scribes
and Pharisees that implied he wasiillegitimate. "We have Abraham for our Father” (John
8:39). Imagine how those taunts must o have hurt Mary. They were dso ajibe at her
goparent unfaithfulness. But Mary was faithful, both to God and to her husband Joseph!
In that knowledge she drew strength and though the scriptures do not say so, as a mother
she was able to comfort Jesus because of this experience.

Joseph and Mary probably had a small quiet wedding. Not at dl the large, joyous feast
that most women desire on their wedding day. Assuming that she never redized this
smple womanly desire, could this have been the reason for initiating the miracle at the
wedding in Cana. Perhaps she understood what it would mean to the bride and groom to
have a wedding feast spoiled because they ran out of provisons. So to prevent that
marriage feast from being ruined, she hinted to Jesus to take care of the problem (John
2:1-11).

Y es, Mary had much to ponder in her heart. Her experiences during her pregnancy and
with the strange series of vistors that followed the child's birth helped prepare her for the
tumultuous days thet lay aheed.



In Summary

We note on ten occasions Mary and Joseph encountered messengers from God:

1.

2.

7.
8.

0.

The angd Gabrid announced she was to be with child (Luke 1:26-
37).

Elizabeth prophesied to Mary, confirming what Gabrid said and
commending her bdief (Luke 1:41-55).

Joseph, in vison, was told that Mary was with child from God
(Maitt. 1:20-23).

The vigtation by the shepherds (Luke 2:8-18).

Simeon's proclamation on Jesus circumcison ritua on the eighth
day (Luke 2:25-35).

Anna s speaking of this child and the redemption of Israel (Luke
2:36-38).

Thevigt of thewise men (Matt. 2:1-12).

The vison tdling them to go to Egypt (Matt. 2:13).

The vison telling them to come back from Egypt (Matt. 2:19-21).

10. A dream telling them to go to Gdlilee, and settle in Nazareth (Mait.

2:22, 23).



Perspective of the Wise Men

The Guiding Star

""Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is

born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship
him."—Matthew 2:1, 2

David Rice

The vigt of the wise men to the baby Jesusis recorded only by Matthew, just asthe visit
of the shepherdsis recorded only by Luke. The two episodes were on two distinct
occasions, the wise men viewing our Savior some days or weeks after his birth rather
than the evening of his birth, as with the shepherds. As our Lord was born inthefal of 2
B.C., and Herod died in the first month or two of 1 B.C., the entire episode recorded in
Matthew 2:1-18 mugt have teken place in thisinterval.

The familiar Christmas carol which opens "We three kings of Orient are.. . ." isbased on
this passage. Matthew does not affirm that these wise men were actualy kings, nor that
they were three in number. But probably they were men of rank and nobility, as their
codly giftsand their reception in Jerusdem imply, and their number may have been three
if each bore one of the gifts mentioned in verse 11.

Theterm "wise men” isfrom the Greek magoi, plurd form of magos (Strong’'s number
3097), and includes those sudied in the Eastern sciences, a blend of astronomy and
adrology. Daniel and his friends were counted among the "wise men" of Babylonin
Nebuchadnezzar’ s day (Dan. 2:13), and in fact they were "in dl matters of wisdom and
undergtanding . . . ten times better than dl the magicians and astrologers' of Babylon
(Dan. 1:20).

The Star of Bethlehem

Asfar back as the prophecy of Balaam in Numbers 24:17- 19, the appearance of Isradl’s
King was associated with the symbol of a"sar.”" That prophecy had aremarkably precise
fulfillment with the advent of Israd’ s king David, but he was typical of the eterna king

of lsradl, Jesus. Clearly it pleased God to mark the advent of his son, "born King of the
Jews' (Matt. 2:2), with a heavenly portent, a"star” which these wise men, trained in the
symbolic meanings of their day, associated with aroyd birth in Isradl.

What was that luminary which guided the wise men? If it were amiraculous, super-bright
dar or anatura super nova, or even abright comet, probably Herod would not have
asked the wise men about it. It would have been in the discussions of dl the people and
common knowledge. The suggestion which most appedsto usisthat this"star" was the



planet Jupiter, whose trangit through the heavens in the two years preceding the visit of
the wise men (Matt. 2:16) involved a number of remarkable incidents.

The Conjunctions* of Jupiter

Augugt 1, 3 B.c.—Jupiter becomes amorning star

August 12, 3 B.c.—Jupiter/Venus conjunction (0.23°)
September 1, 3 B.C—VenugMercury conjunction (0.36°)
September 14, 3 B.c—Jupiter/Regulus conjunction (0.63°)
February 17, 2 B.Cc—Jupiter/Regulus conjunction (1.19°)
May 8, 2 B.c—Jupiter/Regulus conjunction (1.06°)

June 17, 2 B.c.—Jdupiter/Venus conjunction (0.02°)
August 27, 2 B.c—.Jupiter/Mars conjunction (0.14°)

* A conjunction is when the orbits of two stars or planets cross paths.

The list below and this view, gppear in an article by Ernest Martin, "The Celedtid
Pageantry Dating Christ’sBirth" Christianity Today, [December 2, 1976, pp. 16-22.]
Noting that the planet Jupiter was often associated with the birth of kings, Martin gives
detailed suggestions on the probable meanings the other heavenly bodies Jupiter joined
with would have had to the wise men of the East. Then he adds. "When [the wise men|
reached Jerusalem, the Magi were told to look toward Bethlehem for the newborn king.
This happened at a time when the New Testament says the star came to a definite halt in
the heavens—it * sood over where the young child was (Mait. 2:9). And indeed, the
planet Jupiter [the other planets as well] does become Sationary in its motion through the
fixed stars. This happens at its times of retrogresson and progression. It could well be
that Matthew was referring to such athing .. . [in late December] . . . at the ordinary time
of the Magi’s predawn observations, Jupiter would have been seen in meridian pogtion
(directly over Bethlehem) sixty-five degrees above the southern horizon . . . Jupiter was
then Stuated in the congdlation of Virgo the Virgin."

The Three Gifts

As the wise men approached Bethlehem and located the proper house, they " opened their
treasures, [and] presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh* (Matthew
2:11). All of these are precious gifts of costly vaue. Perhaps it was by the subsequent
disposition of these gifts that this poor family was able to meet its expensesin tharr flight
to Egypt soon to follow. But for the moment, they must have been amazed a the
generous tokens these Srangers laid at the feet of their little child.

Each of these gifts had a meaning. The gold identified his roydty, frankincense his
priestly service, and myrrh, the costly but bitter herb, portended alife of suffering for him
who would be "aman of sorrows, and acquainted with grief” (I1sa. 53:3).



The Flight to Egypt

Herod had asked the wise men to return word to him on the location of the child, with the
secret intent of killing him. But they were warned by God in a dream and returned home
another way. Then an angel gppeared to Joseph in adream ingtructing him to take the
child to Egypt for safety. This he did immediately. "When he arose, he took the young
child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt." This subsequently served to
fulfill the prediction of Hosea 11:1, "Out of Egypt have | cdled my son” (Matt. 2:15).

When Herod redlized his plan had been thwarted, he was "exceeding wroth" and issued
hisinfamous decree for the death of dl the babes in and around Bethlehem two years old
and under. It reminds us of asSimilar decree by Pharaoh which threatened the life of baby
Moses and forms a parale between Moses and the "prophet like unto me," the Messiah
that Moses predicted God would send someday (Deut. 18:15, 18).

Herod' s devilish scheme was overruled for atestimony on behalf of Jesusin yet another
way. When the dispute was raised years later over the authenticity of Jesus asthe Chrigt,
one of the points of contention was that "Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of
the town of Bethlehem" (John 7:42), whereas to al gppearances, Jesus had come from
Gdilee. For those few who in the intengity of debate thought to humbly investigate the
facts, the uniqueness of Jesus must have shone starkly. How many others of his age and
up to two years older, could claim Bethlehem as their birthplace?

Return to Nazareth

Though not gpparent from Matthew, Luke (2:4) affirms thet Nazareth was the point of
departure of Joseph and Mary before coming to Jerusdem for the enrollment. When
Herod was dead, an angdl appeared again to Joseph in a dream advising him to return to
Israel, but when Joseph heard Herod' s son Archdlaus reigned in Judaea, he made his way
back north, directed by yet another dream (his fourth such experience), "and he came and
dwelt in acity cdled Nazareth" (Matt. 2:23).

Archelaus was one of three sons of Herod the Grest to whom was divided Herod's
domain, Antipas and Phillip being the other two. Archdaus seems to have inherited his
father’ s demeanor. Josephus says that he put to death 3000 Jews in and around the temple
not long after hisascension (Ant. xvii, 9, 3). Nazareth, in Gdileg, was "in the domain of

his gentler brother Antipas' (Smith’s Bible Dictionary, "Archdaus').

Matthew next adds a Statement which has puzzled many, . . . that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the prophets, He shal be called a Nazarene' (Matt. 2:23). No direct
prophecy mentioned this city, so some have supposed Matthew meant smply that he
would be of humble home and upbringing. Others point to a more precise fulfillment.

"The best explanation of the origin of this name [Nazareth, or Nazarene] appearsto be
that which traces it to the word nezzer in Isaiah 11:1, the smal twig, sprout, or sucker,
which the prophet there says shall come forth from the stem (or rather, sump) of Jesse'
(Jamieson, Fausset, Brown Commentary on Matthew 2:23).



Modern Wise Men

Noting that the second advent of Christ pardlelsthefirst advent of Christ, and that the
wise men looked for Jesus thirty years before he became the Messiah at Jordan, we
observe apardld to our day. Asthe Lord s people in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries took heed to the pages of prophecy "as unto alight that shinethin a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts’ (2 Peter 1:19), they
began to see in the light of Daniel’ s prophecies that the King' s advent was near.

Prominent among these was William Miller, whose deductions from prophecy were
accepted by many. They redized the 1260 years of Pgpal dominion had closed about
1798 when the Pope was taken prisoner from Rome, but assumed the 1290 years of
Danid terminated a the same location. For this reason they began the 1290 years thirty
years earlier than the 1260, and the 1335 years a the same point as the 1290. As aresult,
they understood the 1335 years of Danidl 12:12 would terminate about the year 1843, and
subsequently adjusted their estimate by one year to 1844.

Thusit isthat thirty years before our Lord returned to become the new King of earth, "the
wisg" who were examining the prophecies discerned his approach through the star of
prophecy. They did not understand al the issues cdlearly, just as the wise menin Jesus

day did not see clearly dl the issuesregarding the royd child. But they were being led in
the right direction. Already the prediction was coming true, "the wise shal understand”
(Dan. 12:10). And clearer light was on the way. "Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh
to the 1335 days' (Danid 12:12), "Blessed are those servants whom the lord when he
cometh shdl find watching” (Luke 12:37). That blessed time has come. And soon earth’s
new King, aready invishly present, shal make his authority evident to al humanity.



The Perspective of Herod

The Jealous Monarch

""Jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most
vehement flame."—Song of Solomon 8:6

Carl Hagensick

Lord Acton of England once wrote, "Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts
absolutely.” Hisis a particularly apt description of King Herod, the Edomite ruler who
reigned over Judea a the time of the birth of Jesus.

It is not that Herod was the embodiment of evil. Like most of humanity, he possessed a
mixture of good and bad traits. He was called Herod the Great with good reason. He was
magterful at building both structures and cities. He expanded the area of Judeato its
largest boundaries since the Babylonian captivity. He secured the most favorable of terms
for Judeaas avassd date of Rome.

On the other hand, he was a crue monarch, murdering dl that were in hisway to the
attaining of persond power. He even killed his own wife and two of her sonsin fits of
jedlous rage. He daughtered dl but two of the Jewish Sanhedrin and ordered the mass
extermination of prominent Jewish citizens who were under arrest & the time of hisown
degth s0 his funera would not lack for mourners. As Augustus Caesar stated, "It is better
to be Herod' s hog (Greek, Aus) than his son (Greek, huios)."

The Herodian dynasty began in the middle of the first century before Chrigt with the
gppointment of Antipater, the founder of the dynasty, to be procurator, or governor, of
|dumea (Edom). Judea at the time, was governed by the Hasmonean dynasty, successors
to the Maccabees. The two dynasties ran parale until 37 B.C. when Herod the Grest, the
third of six generations of rulers, overturned and executed the last of the Hasmonean
rulers. Herod united the two dynasties by marrying Mariamne, adirect descendant of the
Hasmoneans. Though emationdly in love with the beautiful Mariamne, Herod had both

her and her sonskilled in afit of jedlous rage. This heinous act haunted him al the days

of hislife

At Jesus’ Birth

This, then, is the man who figured so prominently in the story of Jesus birth. Thetime
wasin thelast year of hisreign. It was only five years since he had killed Mariamne and
her sons. His mind was set ypon retaining power at dl cogts. Having incurred the enmity
of the Jewish population by the daughter of Mariamne, a Jawess, he sat insecure on his
throne.



It was a this juncture that the group of "wise men from the east" came to Jerusdem
looking for the child whose birth was portended by the strange star that they had seen.
These"magi” may have been sages educated in the ancient Babylonian and Persan
schools headed by the Rabmag, or chief magi (Jer. 39:3, 13). This position, filled by one
of the two Nergdsharezersin the days of Jeremiah, may have been later taken by the
prophet Danie (Dan. 2:48). Danidl’ s prophecy of the seventy weeks (9:24-27) may have
become part of the lore of this school and given rise to the journey of the wise men.

Either losing sight of the star for a season, or being directed in a more generd way to
Judea, these magi did not go immediately to Bethlehem, their redl destination, but to
Jerusdem, the capitd city. Being men of prominence, they were promptly granted an
audience by Herod. The priests (descendants of the old Hasmonean roya dynasty)
correctly directed them by the prophetic word to Bethlehem. At thistime Herod became
intensdly interested in the inquiry. The king was particularly interested in the time they

hed first spotted the guiding star (Mait. 2:7). He then sought to enlist their aid as spiesto
report back to him where the new king was to be born.

Slaughter of the Innocents

When they failed to bring back areport, Herod ran true to form and ordered his soldiers
to Bethlehem to kill dl potentia candidates for the Jewish throne. He ordered the degth
of dl infants of two years of age and under "according to the time which he had diligently
inquired of thewise men" (Matt. 2:16). Theimplication is that the wise men had seen the
gar two years before the daughter of the innocents by Herod. Thiswould either mean
that the wise men saw the star two years prior to the birth of Jesus or that Jesus was two
years old at the time of their vist. The fact that Herod died around the Passover timein 1
B.C.isadrong indication that they had seen the sar two years prior to the nativity. (See
folowing atide, The Year of Herod's Death.)

The extent of the daughter is not given. The tradition of the Greek church is that there
were 14,000 children dain. This does not appear reasonable for avillage the size of
Bethlehem. If the number were that large it could hardly have escaped amention in the
writings of such contemporaneous historians as Josephus. Whatever the number, it was
tragic enough. 1t may seem odd that the birth of the life-giver of the entire human race
should be marked by such an ondaught of desth. On the other hand it points out the sharp
contrast between desth and life; that the children here gave their life for him who would
later give hislife for them.

On the other hand, the killing could not have been too smdll, for the edict included not
only the children of the village of Bethlehem but those in "al the coasts thereof” (Matt.
2:16). How broad this term isto be interpreted is uncertain. Probably it meant only the
immediate environs that were sparsely populated.

However, the gospd writer quotes a prophecy from Jeremiah 31:15 in verse 18, "In Rama
was there avoice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and grest mourning, Rachel weeping
for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.”



While Jeremiah’ s prophecy undoubtedly had itsimmediate fulfillment in the literd city
of Rama (see Jer. 40), Matthew’ s quotation of the prophetic words assures us that we are
on safe ground in making alarger gpplication of the prediction at the time of Jesus' birth.

Rama s not near Bethlehem. While Bethlehem is south of Jerusdem, Ramais about the
same distance to the north, at the border of the land allotted to the tribe of Judah and that
of Benjamin. Apparently the tomb of Rachel a Zelzah was in the near proximity of Rama
(Cf. Jer. 31:15 with 1 Sam. 10:2). We suggest that the usage of Ramawas to illugtrate the
lack of safety for the child in any of the territory under Herod, that is, throughout all

Judea.

Also worthy of noteisthat the biblical description of the fate of these children is: "they
were not." Nothing is suggested about their being in heaven or hell. "They were not.”
Like all the dead, they had gone into oblivion, awaiting the future resurrection of the
deed. It isthen that the second haf of Jeremiah’s prophecy will find itsredity, not only
for the babes of Bethlehem but for dl of dead and dying humanity: "Thus saith the LORD;
Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears. for thy work shal be
rewarded, saith the LORD; and they shal come again from the land of the enemy" (Jer.
31:16). What atime that will be!

The Prophecy of Balaam

Thereis an obscure prophecy in the Old Testament by Balaam that bearsinvedtigation in
our study. It isfound in Numbers 24:17-19, "1 see him, but not now; | behold him, but not
nigh: There shdl come forth a star out of Jacob, And a scepter shall rise out of Israd,

And shdl smite through the corners of Moab, And bresk down al the sons of tumult.

And Edom shdl be apossession, Seir dso shal be a possession, (who were) his enemies,
While lsradl doeth vaiantly. And out of Jacob shdl one have dominion, And shdl

destroy the remnant from the city” (Asv).

The connection of the "scepter” and the "star” isindicative that this may be aMessanic
prophecy. If o, thereis either atime gap of over 2,000 yearsin the middle of the
prophecy or the prediction gpplies not to the literal appearance of the dar, but the full
sgnificance of that event when Jesus shdl assume his royd power.

The contrast is sharp. When the litera star gppeared herdding forth the one who was to
wield the kingly scepter, the Edomite immediately oppressed him. When Christ returns
with regd authority, however, dl Edom, with Sair its capitd, shdl be his possesson.
Then hewill be victorious not only over such surrounding enemies as Edom, but over dl
"the sons of tumult” (mistrandated "sons of Sheth” in many versons).

The narrative of Herod is reminiscent of that of another Edomite, Doeg, the chief
herdsman of King Saul astold in 1 Samud 22:9-22. David, the ancestor of Jesus, had
been in flight from Saul. He and his men stopped at the home of the High Priest,
Abimelech, in the Jerusalem suburb of Nob on the top of Mt. Scopus, to ask for food for
their journey. The only food available was sacred bread taken from the table of



shewbread in the Tabernacle. The High Priest gave to David this bread, dong with the
sword of Goliath. However the entire transaction was observed by Doeg, an Edomite and
the chief herdsman of King Saul. He, unlike the wise men at the time of Jesus' birth,
reported the incident to Saul and the king ordered the deeth of 86 priests, including
Abimelech.

The Wrath of Man

"Surely the wrath of man shdl praise thee: the remainder of wrath shat thou restrain”
(Psa. 76:10).

The brief narratives of both Herod and Doeg illustrate the truth of this text. No measures,
regardless of their severity, can stop the stately progress of God's designs. While tragic
for the moment, the ultimate outcome of these tragedies, after the resurrection, will result
inafull acquittal of justice. Asthe Apostle Paul wrote, "Some men’s Sins are open
beforehand, going before to judgment; and some men they follow after” (1 Tim. 5:24).



The Y ear of Herod' s Death

The primary source of information about King Herod, other than the New Testament, is
Josephus, a Jewish higorian of the firgt century. From him we learn the following:

1. Herod died shortly after alunar eclipse, but before

passover.
2. Herod reigned 37 years from his gppointment to the

kingship (by Marc Antony).

3. Herod reigned 34 years from his actua accesson
after deposing his predecessor Antigonus.
(Ant. XVII Vi 4 - ix 3, Viii 1, Wars I Xxxiii 8)

Eclipses which could be the one referred to occurred on 12/13 March 4 B.C. and 9 January
1B.C., but nonein 3 or 2 B.C. The German scholar Emil Schurer favored the former date

in hisbook Geschichte des Judiscen Volkes (1901), though he mentions an earlier work

by one F. Riess, Das Geburtsjahr Christi (1880) who favored the latter date, because "the
numerous events that took place between the eclipse and the Passover could not be
squeezed into the four weeks availablein 4 B.C." (Filmer, p. 284, see reference below).

Emil Schurer opted for the earlier eclipse because of points (2) and (3) above, which he
dated beginning with the years 40 and 37 B.C. respectively. These dates are inconsistent
with the later eclipse. His choice required him to suppose Josephus (a) used the nor+
accession year reckoning, and (b) counted Herod' s regnal years from Nisan (so that the
few days Herod lived past Nisan 1 in hislast year counted as a separate regndl year). His
conclusons are reflected in many commentaries and Bible dictionaries extant today.

However, amore recent study by William Fimer, "The Chronology of the Reign of

Herod the Great,” published in Oxford’s Journal of Theological Studies, October, 1966,
argues persuasivey that the actud dates beginning Herod's 37 and 34 years were 39 and
36 B.C., and that Josephus used an accession year reckoning (so the initial year was an
"accesson year," and "year one" was the next year). These conclusions are consistent

only with accepting the 9 January 1 B.C. eclipse as the one mentioned as just preceding
Herod' s death and are equdly valid whether Josephus used Nisan or Tishri regnd years.

Filmer augments his thesis with evidence respecting Herod' s age, deducing that Herod
would have been (as Josephus stipulated) about 70 yearsoldin2or 1 B.C, and a
suggestion that 2 Shebat, listed in the first century Jewish text Megillat Ta anit asa
celebrated day, marked the day of Herod' s death. Filmer’ s conclusions have been widdly
followed since.



The Perspective of Simeon and Anna

Jesus Presented at the Temple

" And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were
accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord."
—Luke 2:22

Contributed

Every event connected with Jesus would come to Mary as afresh discovery and anew
aurprise. She knew the beginning and she would live to see the end of Jesus ' life, but the
dally experiencesfilling the gap in days and years would have to be taken one day a a
time. Mary had no ideawhat turn of events awaited each day. A soberness developed in
this young woman’s mind. She focused on watching to see just what was required of her,
amother blessed and entrusted with thislittle life she held in her arms. One thing was
certain; the responsibility was greet. The privilege was an honor never to be bestowed
upon another. Determination gripped her very being like never before. She was
determined to try her best to do what the Lord expected of her.

"Mary treasured dl thisin her memory and wondered in her mind whét it dl meant”
(Luke 2:19, 51). She pieced together each event, each experience, each miracle, each
over-ruling providence, each message. They might have comein different and unusua
ways, but each took on a specia meaning. Mary listened closdy with an intengty few
could imagine. Every detail was important. She was determined that the God of the
universe would be pleased with the servant he chose to bear the Messah.

It was eight days since the firgt cry was heard from baby Jesus. Joseph and Mary tried to
follow every step of the Law closdy—now more than ever. Under the Law the first
requirement for every new born male was that he be circumcised. Circumcison wasthe
sign of voluntary subjection to the conditions of the Law and acceptance of its
obligations. Circumcision aso represented the privileges that came from the Covenant
made between God and Abraham and extended to all his seed. At thistime the baby was
given the name, Jesus, the name given him by the angd to Mary (Luke 2:21).

Under the Law, the firstborn son of every household was to be "redeemed” from the
priest at the price of five shekels of the sanctuary (Num. 18:16). Closdly tied in with this
is the purification of the mother described in Leviticus 12. Forty-one days after giving
birth to a son, the mother was to offer before the Lord a burnt offering and asin offering.
The Tamud did not require the woman to be persondly present at the temple to make
such an offering (Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, Edersheim, p. 136). The offering
could be made any time later, notably when atendance a any of the greeat feasts brought
afamily to Jerusalem. Bethlehem was conveniently close to Jerusalem. Mary was earnest
and naturaly journeyed to Jerusalem and the temple to provide the offerings necessary



for the redemption of the firstborn and the purification requirements. No detail wasto be
|eft out. The days were counted precisdy. The journey taken.

AsMary came close to the temple, she entered by the eastern gate of the court caled
Nicanor’s Gate. The door was 40 cubits high. It wasrichly adorned with thick layers of
dlver and gold. The gate was an awesome sight to behold close up. In that gate sat a
council of 23 elders. Here they made the suspected wife drink bitter waters, cleansed the
lepers, and purified women after child-birth. Women that were to be purified were
gprinkled with blood. There stood Mary holding baby Jesus close to her as the crowds
pressed around as she waited her turn.

The Rite of Purification

Asregards the rite of purification of the mother, a pair of turtledoves was offered (Luke
2:24). The 9n offering was dways a turtledove or young pigeon. The wedthy brought a
lamb for the burnt offering, but the poor might subgtitute a turtledove (Lev. 12:8). And so
this young family, poor in thisworld’s goods but rich in faith, carried out the
requirements of the Law by offering two turtledoves.

The ceremony at the redemption of afirgt-born son was, no doubt, more smplethan is
presently observed. It conssted of the forma presentation of the child to the priest,
accompanied by two short benedictions. One was for the Law of Redemption and the
other for the gift of afirg-born son. After this the redemption money was paid. It was a
time to remember God's claim over each family in Isragl. The words which fel upon the
ears of Joseph and Mary were given keen attention, for they knew that this child waslike
no other first born child ever presented to apriest in the temple.

Simeon

Amid the hustle and bugtle of the crowds at the temple there stood out one man whose
name was Simeon. He meticuloudy observed the Law and devoutly reverenced God. He
was waiting for the comforting of Isradl. Some commentators are of the opinion that he
wasthe son of Hilld (Clark’s Commentary, Adam Clark, Val. 3, p. 374), one of the most
celebrated doctors and philosophers which had ever appeared in the Jewish nation since
the time of Moses. Heis aso supposed to have been the president of the Sanhedrin. He
steadily regulated his conduct by the law of his God. He was fully consecrated to God.

He had apious heart, or in the origind it means a person of good report, one well

received by the people. He was cautious and circumspect in matters of religion, so when
Simeon spoke, people listened. Hiswords carried much weight.

Day after day Simeon watched at the temple to see if maybe this was the day he would
seethe Lord's Christ. Day after day he would go home in disgppointment. The holy spirit
was upon Simeon, though, and he would aways return, for it had been revealed to him by
the holy spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ (Luke
2:26).



In Expectation

The Jews that had studied the prophecies and the Law knew that the time for Messiah
was near. They expected amighty warrior to conquer and subdue the enemies of |sradl
(Psa. 2:6-9), i.e,, the Roman Empire. It was universally accepted that the Messiah would
be a prophet like unto Moses (Deut. 18:15-19). The Messah would be amighty king
restoring the glory of the past once again to Isradl. The kingdom of this Messiah would
never go to another and would last forever (Dan. 2:44). The prophecies of Danid gave a
time feature which every student of the Law caculated meticuloudy (9:25-27). Thetime
was due for their hopes to be fulfilled. Before a man could become a mighty warrior,
before Messah could clam his rightful place on the throne of the Kingdom, before the
prophet likened unto Maoses could lead the people to freedom once again, he first had to
be achild, raised faithfully under the Law. Simeon redlized this and his faith kept him
close to the temple watching the events of each day. What better place to wait for that
child than the temple in Jerusdem?

Simeon would listen closdly as parents would come into the temple area to offer the
proper sacrifices for the firstborn. He would listen closdly to hear which tribe they came
from. He would compare the criteria of each candidate with the prophecies and the Law.
Did the lineage of the parents both go back through the house of David? Was the child
born in Bethlehem? Did the child have any blemishes which would disqudify him?

Simeon, led by the spirit, came into the temple just when Mary and Joseph brought in the
child Jesus, to carry out the custom of the Law. This day was different for Smeon. His
long awaited search for a child fitting the description of the Messah was not invan.

"Then took he him up in hisarms, and blessed God and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy
servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy sdvation
which thou hast prepared before the face of al people; A light to lighten the Gentiles, and
the glory of thy people Israd.—L uke 2:28-32

Simeon was an old man and probably would not live to witness this child grow to
manhood to begin his misson. He was content to wait with the fathers of Isragl in the
grave until the resurrection. Messiah' srising would lighten the darkness of the heathen
and restore the glory of Israd. With the infant in hisarms it was asif Simeon stood upon
the mountain-height of prophetic vision and watched the golden beams of sunrisereach
out to the ends of the earth, hedling and enlightening dl within its reach and then
gathering ther full glow over his beloved land and people, Israd!.

To Joseph and Mary these words were totally unexpected. They marveled that such a
devout man & the temple would notice Jesus and place such meaning to hislife. It must
have been amoment filled with reassurance, but the words which followed were quite
sobering.

"Behold, this child is st for the fdl and risng again of many in Isradl; and for asgn
which shall be spoken againg; (Y ea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul dso.) that



the thoughts of many hearts may be reveded” (Luke 2:34-35). That Mary understood the
meaning of these wordsis highly unlikely. Whether Smeon understood the full meaning
isjust as unlikely. The utterance of these words came under the power of the spirit
through Simeon. Each was important and not until the holy spirit would be poured out a
Pentecost could any expect to understand them fully. Thirty-three years later these words
would sirike Mary’ s heart as she would stand in the shadow of the cross on Cavary and
redlize their meaning with sorrow and tears.

A Rejected Messiah

The ministry of Jesus would not be accepted by the Jews. To many he would be a"'stone
of sumbling and arock of offense’ (Rom. 9:33). The period of Israel’ s disfavor would
leave the nation blinded to the true Messiah, a blindness that would lagt until "the fullness
of the Gentiles' had comein (Rom. 11:25).

Thisisamixed prophecy, blending not only the faling but the risng again of Isradl. The
damage is not permanent. Not only wasi it foretold that the Jews would reject Jesus but
their recovery was d o anticipated. If we see the fulfillment of the first part of this
prophecy, it should encourage us that the rest will dso be fulfilled. The return of favor
and the acceptance by those that have pierced the Messiah will come about (Rev. 1.7).
William Barclay’ s trandation of the New Testament renders the end of Luke 2:34, "and
to be a message from God which men will rgect.” New English Bible says, "and asgn
which men rgject,” while the trandation of the New Testament by O. M. Norlie reads,
"and to be a controversd figure.”

Theminidry of Jesus met opposition. Not only did the religious rulers object to his
teachings, but some of his sayings were too hard for his disciples to accept and some just
walked away. Even disciples who followed him for awhile, turned away: "Many of his
discipleswho had been listening said, thisis avery difficult message. Who can ligen to
this?. . . From that time on many of his disciples turned back and no longer remained
with him" (John 6:60-66, Barclay).

Possibly Simeon recalled the prophecy in Isaiah 11:1, 10, which tied the idea of Messiah
with the lineage of Jesse and that he would be a sign which the Gentiles would seek,
implying the Jews as awhole would not.

"And there shal come forth arod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shal grow out of
hisroots. .. And in that day there shall be aroot of Jesse which shal stand for an ensign
of the people; to it shal the Gentiles seek: and hisrest shdl be glorious.—Ilsaiah 11:1,
10

The gospd message offers suffering and death to its messengers. It isanarrow way that
leadsto life and few there be that find it (Matt. 7:14).



Anna the Prophetess

In the temple that day was Anna, a prophetess from the tribe of Asher. She devoted her
life full-time in service doing what she could in the temple. Her service mainly consisted
of fasting and prayers, night and day. Her age limited her physcd ability from carrying
out the heavier chores which younger women could perform, but that did not hold her
back from finding a useful service in the temple. The heavenly Father blessed Anna's
devotion that day as she gave thanks to the Lord. She witnessed the Messiah as a babe.

"Redemption” was akey message of Anna. As awidow she felt the emptiness of going
home done each night. She was married as a young woman in her teens, but after seven
years her husband died. Being awidow for 84 years she was over 100 by the time Mary
brought Jesus into the temple. The sorrows and suffering she witnessed as the multitudes
of devout Jews faithfully came to the priests developed in her a sympathy for their plight.

Though Rabbinic tradition often ignored those like Anna, she represented a number of
|sradlites who were the salt which preserved the mass from festering corruption. She was
afriend, an example and advisor of such. While described as a"prophetess,” it may be
more aong the lines described in 1 Corinthians 14:3: "He that prophesieth speaketh unto
men to edification, and exhortation and comfort.”

Unlike Smeon, who waited for the consolation of Israel as anation, Annalonged for the
redemption of the people from their persona suffering. There were many in Isradl of a
smilar mind. Followers of John the Baptist recognized the sinfulness of sin and the need
of deanang. It was this same dement of Isradl that Annafound listening. They sought
redemption in Jerusalem and heard her words directed to Jesus. Day by day she would
gpesk of him whom her eyes had seen, though it must be in whispers and with bated
breath. The young babe dready had many enemies, for they were in the city of Herod.

Like Simeon, Annd s age precluded her from experiencing Jesus ministry. Many that
would hear her words would forget and go their own way in time, but Mary would
remember thisday. Mary "kept dl these sayingsin her heart.” (Luke 2:51)



Echoes from the Past

The Question Box

""Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name,
Immanuel."—Isaiah 7:14

P. L. Read

Question: \What isthe lesson from this text?

Answer: Some prophecies have more than one fulfillment. Isaiah 7:14 is one such.
Fallure to recognize this condtitutes one of the main difficulties confronting the student of
prophecy. One school of thought notes an early application, but is not able to see a later
(usudly ahigher) fulfillment. Thisis particularly true of orthodox Jews—and perhaps
epecidly in their understanding of Isaiah 7:14. Ancther school of thought, Chrigtian in
concept, sees the higher fulfillment but is not dways able to recognize any earlier
goplication.

In the study of any prophecy having, or which appears to possess, a predictive character it
isimportant to obtain first an understanding of the immediate application; in other words,

it is necessary to ascertain what it meant to the writer and those to whom he wrote. What
was its meaning to them? Only after this question has been satisfactorily answered are we
in apogition to properly grasp the later application (or gpplications).

Let uslook at afew illustrations of this. Congder, for example, Hosea 11:1. There we
read: "When Israel was achild, then | loved him, and caled my son out of Egypt.”" Quite
obvioudy, this has reference to the infant nation of Isragl and its deliverance from the
hand of Pharaoh. No orthodox Jew could fail to recognize this. Y et Chrigtians, under the
guidance of the New Testament, see that it has reference not only to the coming of Israel
out of Egypt, but also to the coming of Jesus out of Egypt centuries later (Mait. 2:15, 19,
20). Moreover, guided by the holy spirit, the passage is seen by Christians to have yet
another fulfillment—the calling out of spiritud Isradl (the Gospd age church) from that
which Egypt typifies, namely, the world (its ams, amhitions, associations, sirit).

Agan, when David in Psdm 22, wrote, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
he was without doubt writing concerning himsdf. Most people unacquainted with the
New Testament could come to no other conclusion. Y et we know that the Lord was
overruling David's choice of words so as to make him speak propheticaly of the Messiah
who was to come (Matt. 27:46).

Takethewords of 1saiah 61:1, "The spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord
hath anointed me to preach good tidings." Here Isaiah, of course, could refer only to
himsalf and his ministry. But he was a prophet through whom God spoke (2 Peter 1:21).
Consequently his words could aso be prophetic in nature; Jesus showed they were



predictive, when in Luke 4:21, he applied them to himsdlf and his minigry, "Thisday is
this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” While, therefore, we know that there was a measure
of fulfillment with Isaiah and his minigtry, it is not difficult for us to recognize that only
with Jesus are the words completely fulfilled.

Jesus Born of a Virgin

Returning now to Isaiah 7:14: As dready noted, this prophecy appears to have had a dud
fulfillment. It foretold an event shortly to occur, namey the birth of a son to awoman
who was then avirgin, that therefore, could be known only to God. Hence this event
could be recognized by King Ahaz as asgn that God would be with him and with the
nation. The words of the prophecy, however, also describe a future glorious event, even
the birth of Jesus of awoman who should be appropriatdly caled the virgin, and who
would remain S0 a the time of hishirth. If the name Immanud (God with us) was
aopropriatey given to the boy in Isaiah’s day, how much morefittingly might it be given
to Jesud Hefilled the prediction to the full. At the time of his birth, Mary, his maother,
was avirgin, and he had no earthly father—Joseph being his fogter father. Asthe angd
Gabrid, in answer to Mary’s question as to how she could have a son and ill remaina
virgin, replied (RSV): "The holy spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of
God" (Luke 1:35).

Corroborative Scripture

When we meditate for amoment on the virgin birth of Jesus, many corroborétive
scriptures come rushing to mind. We recdl, for example, John the Baptist’ s testimony
recorded in John 3:31, "He that cometh from aboveis above dl; hethat is of the earth is
earthly; and speaketh of the earth; he that cometh from heaven isabove al.” Here John
the Baptist is contragting himsdf with Jesus. How shal he find gppropriate words? " After
the flesh” he was his cousin, yet it is obvious that he recognized Jesus as a being of
another order, as being unique—in his perfection, his misson, his soirit. He found no
words strong enough to mark the difference between himsdlf and Jesus. Jesusis "from
above'—"from heaven." | am "of the earth" and "spesk of the earth.” Jesus said of John
that he was a burning and shining light. John, however, knew himsdf to be unworthy to
loose the Lord' s shoe-laichet. While the Baptist is not discussing the "virgin birth," his
words certainly do not conflict with that doctrine.

Let uslook next at the disciples words found in John 16:29, 30: "L o, now speakest thou
plainly, and speakest no proverb . . . now we are sure that thou camest forth from God."

These words were the response of the disciplesto avery clear statement of our Lord,
which he had made in the preceding verse: "I came forth from the Father, and am come
into the world; again | leave the world and go to the Father." Of what other member of
the human race could these words be truthfully spoken?



But "the time would fal me" to lig al the scriptures which cometo mind. Peter’s
reference to "alamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 1:19)—surdy thiswould
require avirgin birth! Job’sinquiry, "Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean” (Job
14:4)—a question which had only a negative answer in his day. The description of our
Lord given in Hebrews that Jesus was "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from Snners’;
the Apostle John's reference to Jesus as "the only begotten of the Father” (John 1:14); as
the "Word" of God (John 1:1); "the Word made flesh” (John 1:14); Paul tells us of one
who "though being in God's form yet did not meditate a usurpation to be like God" (Phil.
2:6 Diaglott); who "wasrich, yet for your sakes, he became poor” (2 Cor. 8:9)—thesedl
mark Jesus as one different, who took our human nature, and was "in dl points tempted
aswe (hisbrethren) are," and was "yet without Sn" (Heb. 4:15).

Inwriting a biography, it is cusomary to trace aman’s career "from the cradle to the
grave." In the case of Jesus one must go back further than the cradle and continue on
beyond the grave. One must go back to "the beginning of the crestion of God" (Rev.
3:14) to find the origin of the "only begotten one' (John 1:14), the Frstborn of al
cregtion” (Cal. 1:15). Only from that beginning may we trace the circumstances whereby
aclean thing was brought forth out of an unclean—aroot out of dry ground; a perfect
man out of the imperfect, contaminated race. This was accomplished by amiracle. The
mighty Logos became flesh— being born of avirgin.

Why is the Doctrine of the Virgin Birth Important?

The doctrine that Jesus was born of avirgin, rightly understood, is of great importance to
both the church and the world. Had Jesus derived hislife from an earthly father, the
quality of that life would have been no different than ours. Ours was contaminated at the
fountainhead, in father Adam. So aso would have been the life of Jesus. It would have
been a dying one, just as ours. Receaiving such alife, he would have been on hisway,
willy-nilly, to the grave—just as we are. His desth would not have been a voluntary one,
but one from which he could not escape. He would thus have been without power to save
us, he would not even have the wherewithd to save himsdf.

But when, in the fullness of time, God sent forth his Son made of awoman (Gd. 4:4), it
was not acase of an earthly father passing on to him the spark of adying life. No, indeed!
It was as Jesus himsdlf declared, "I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came |
of mysdif, but he sent me" (John 8:42).

An inspired writer puts the matter succinctly: "Such an high priest became us’; that isto
say, such an high priest was gppropriate to the necessities of our case; namely, one who
was "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from snners' (Heb. 7:26).

Emmanuel—God With Us
Thisisthe great message of the New Testament to the church, and eventudly to the

world: Emmanue, God with us. God was with his ancient people, and spoke to them
often and unmistakably by the mouth of his angels and his prophets. He was there in the



burning bush, in the Shekinah of the tabernacle, and in the pillar of cloud and fire, aswell
asinthe angd of Jehovah, whom many believe was the pre-human Logos. But he came
into new and closer relationship when he sent his Son, and when the mighty Logos
became flesh. Jesus Chrigt was " God made manifest in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:16); he was s0
true and accurate a manifestation of God, so at one with the Father (in purpose and in
Soirit—not in person) that he could truthfully say, "He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father" (John 14:9). Thiswas a fulfillment of the prophecy, "God with us," indeed—it
was the fulfillment before which the earlier one fadesinto relaive insgnificance.

"God iswith us' in the life of the church, for Jesus laid its foundations in his blood, and
became himsdf its cornerstone, and the bishop of our souls. "God iswith us' in our
persona experiences, or Christ Jesusis our brother and Savior, our refuge under the
consciousness of gn, our strength in temptation, avery present help in trouble. Therefore
with the psamist we say, "We will not fear,” whatever may be our present lot, and
whatever may befdl us. "God iswith us' under our present burden and in the unknown
events of the future. "God iswith us' in life, in degth, in time, and in eternity.



Perspective of a Roman Soldier

The Slaughtering Soldier

“Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth,
and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts
thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently
inquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the
prophet, saying, In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they
are not.”

—Matthew 2:16-18

Joe Knapp

Question:

If you'd been there, a soldier in the fray,

One taught to take commands and to obey,

If you’d been told to slay the smallest child
Despite the cries of mothers driven wild,

Because you're told that you and you alone

Can stop the threat against the king’s own throne,
If that’s the role you 're told that you must play,
What trembling thoughts are in your heart today?

Answer:

Yes, I was there that one fateful day,

A very young soldier and new to the fray,
Seeking to show support to the king,

To put down sedition, the threat to his ring,
Eager and willing to do his request,

To secure him his kingdom and my future behest
To receive of his favor a name of renown,

A name feared by all as supporting his crown



Though others around me with years in the fray

Seemed quivering and weak toward their work for that day,
And even our leader, Centurion so called,

While appraising the troops, looked himself quite appalled,
1 eagerly awaited to show them my nerve,

Bolstered for certain that I had better serve

And show to King Herod, and show to them all,

That I had more nerve, and more zeal, and more gall.

So we rode forth that day to the town of our call,
Bethlehem by name,; but none rode quite as tall
As I, while I dreamt of the fame that would be

To this newest of soldiers, the fearless one, he.
Not even real danger in this type of fray,

For no child nor its mother could call into play

A challenge against one so trained and so armed;
By nerve 1'd slay more, and never be harmed.

My sword swung by rote and did it’s cruel deed;

To the blood and cries at first I gave no heed.

I charged with more haste to do more than my share,
Swinging and stabbing as pain filled the air,

Till slowly I tired from the pace I had set,

And slowly the carnage reached into my breast.

It pounded my heart and pressed tight on my air,
And I sank into blackness and fear and despair.

How could I have wreaked such havoc unknown?
How trade such young lives for name or for throne?
1 then saw why others had quivered that day

As they faced such revulsion of cowardly fray.

And I vowed I'd learn more of the kingly young boy,
To see if ‘twas his way to build or to destroy.

For surely is man to be nobler in truth,

To defend ‘gainst aggression, but not against youth.

From the Jews over many years I came to know
Of the promised Messiah whom justice would sow,
Who even soon by prophets foreshown

Was to come any day making his kingdom known.
A man so unworthy, so blood-stained as I,

Was then graced by the Savior, who heeded my cry.
One Jesus by name, this Centurion blessed,
Bringing life to my servant who lay in death’s rest.



Then shattered was I when I heard Christ had died,

My faith growing weaker, I faltered and I cried.

But tears turned to joy when I heard he’d arose,

And I asked that he heal me, for he all sorrow knows.

1 asked his forgiveness for slaying the youths,

And praised now this king who made known all God’s truths.
I prayed long to serve him, my family, all of us,

Then said Peter, “God calls thee, . . . Cornelius.”

Praise to his name, to his glory, and his love,

That he takes from the lowest and lifts them up above.

One such as I, seeking fame and trained to kill,

Slaughtered so many doing one false king’s will.

Now forgiven and blessed many times and again,

I'm serving the true king who will bless all of men.

My burden he lifted at Calvary, and my sins he has taken away.
He’ll carry your burden too, if to him you sincerely pray.

Editor’s Note: The poet above assumes that Cornelius may have been one of the soldiers assigned by

Herod to kill the infants in Bethlehem and environs. Thisis poetic license. Thereis nothing in the Bibleto
either confirm or deny that reality.

“Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth.” —
Matthew 2:16

“No, Herod, thou art not mocked of the wise men, but of a Higher than they. "He that
gtteth in the heavens doth laugh at thee; the Lord hath thee in derison.” "He
disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot perform their
enterprise. He taketh the wise in their own craftiness, and the counse of the froward is
carried headlong” (Psa. 2:4; Job 5:12-13).”

Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary



The Suffering Messiah

Despised and Rejected

""The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day.""—Luke 9:22

A verse by verse study in Isaiah 53

Few chapters are more tender or touching to the Christian than the "Ode to the Suffering
Messah' in Isaiah 53. In beautiful and classicd language the prophet summarizesthe
pathos of the Son of God taking on the sins and sufferings of a Sinful and depraved world.

Chapter divisonsin the Bible are not part of the ingpired word but have been arbitrarily
assigned by scholars. In the case of this chapter, the subject matter redly begins with the
last three verses of the preceding chapter, and it is there that we will commence this

study.

God’ s Servant
Isaiah 52:13-15

Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very
high. As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man,
and his form more than the sons of men: So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings
shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see;
and that which they had not heard shall they consider.

The object of the first advent of the Messiah is succinctly captured in this introduction to
Isaiah’ stheme. The four sub-divisons of histopic are briefly summarized: (1) the
Messah's ultimate glorification; (2) his humiliation; (3) the purpose for it; and (4) the
fact that he would not be recognized as the Messiah.

The Hebrew words used in verse thirteen are ambiguous and open to awide variety of
meanings. A permissible rendering would be, "Behold, my servant shadl gain
understanding, he shdl be lifted up, and exated to the highest degree.” Rather than the
redundancy of using three words describing the exdtation of the servant, Isaiah is
describing the results of two different experiences. Instead of "exdted,” the Hebrew
ruwm (Strong's 7311) is frequently trandated "lifted up.”

A New Testament equivaent of the thought is given in John 3:14, 15: "And as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so mugt the Son of man be lifted up: That
whosoever bdieveth in him should not perish, but have eternd life”" The andogy isto the
brazen serpent raised on a pole by Maoses s0 that those looking upon it would not be hurt
by the plague of serpents. Rather than describing Jesus’ exatation, it refersto him



becoming a public spectacle of sin by being lifted up upon the cross, concluding asin
offering for the transgressons of falen humanity.

Asaresult of his sacrifice he was exdted to the highest degree. "And being found in
fashion as aman, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the degth of
the cross. Wherefore God aso hath highly exated him, and given him anamewhich is
above every name" (Phil. 2:8, 9).

Our text refers to the understanding gained by these contrasting experiences. Prof. W. E.
Vine expresesit well by sating that only by experiencing both the human and the divine
natures "could He comprehend the claims of the one and the needs of the other."

When we congder the disfigurations which men have caused to other men, verse 14
appears to be elther a hyperbole or an obvious untruth. There have been many men more
marred in appearance than was Jesus. Here again the problem lies with the obscurity of
the Hebrew language. There is no Hebrew equivaent for the comparative word "more,”
though the grammar suggestsit. The Syriac verson phrasesit, "His visage was S0
changed from that of man." The thought does not appear to be a comparison in absolute
terms, but congdering the fact that Jesus was perfect, the amount of disfigurement wasin
greater ratio than that which happens to others of mankind.

In one of the Messianic Psalms we read these words as expressing Jesus' thoughts at his
crucifixion, "But | am aworm, and no man; areproach of men, and despised of the
people’ (Psa. 22:6). This phrase not only expresses the humiliation but contains a
beautiful word picture of the death of Jesus. The word here trandated worm refersto a
specific insect, the fola worm. Writing of this worm one author hasthisto say: "When the
female of the scarlet worm speciesis ready to give birth to her young, she attaches her
body to the trunk of atree, fixing hersaf so firmly and permanently that she never leaves
again. The eggs deposited beneath her body are thus protected until the larvae are hatched
and able to enter their own life cycle. When the mother dies, the crimson fluid Sains her
body and the surrounding wood. From the dead bodies of such dead scarlet worms the
commercia scarlet dyes of antiquity were extracted. What a picture this gives of Chrigt,
dying on the tree, shedding his precious blood that he might "bring many sonsto glory”
(Heb. 2:10)! He died for us that we might live through him" (The Biblicd Bassfor
Modern Science, by Henry Morris, [Baker Book House, 1985; page 73)).

The find verse of the chapter shows the effects of his humiliation. "So shdl he sprinkle
many nations." It was the result of the acts of his scourging and "marring,” leading to the
find sacrifice on Cavary’ shill that put Jesusin the position to " sprinkle many nations.™
The word trandated "nations,”" the Hebrew goyim, usudly refers specificaly (though not
exclugvdy) to Gentile or non-Jewish peoples. Thus Isaiah gives a hint of the univerdity
of redemption which comes through Jesus sacrifice.

Thisfact gives added force to the find phrase, "that which they had not heard shdl they
congder.” In Old Testament times, God' s word had been exclusively for the Hebrew
nation. "You only have | known of dl the families of the earth” (Amos 3:2). Paul writes



that it was unto them that were "committed the oracles of God" (Rom. 3:2). Now the
Gentile nations, which had not previoudy heard of the offer of savation, would be told of
the redemption that would be theirs through the sacrifice of Chrigt.

The Unrecognized One
Isaiah 53:1-3

Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? For he
shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath
no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should
desire him. He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him
not.

In the fifty-third chapter we have four distinct portraits of the Messiah. Heis successively
portrayed as (1) the unrecognized one; (2) the bearer of grief; (3) the redeemer; and (4)
the benefactor. In the firgt three verses we recelve some ingght into why he was not more
widdly acclamed at the first advent.

Having just ated that the nations would hear, the prophet proceeds to show that hearing
aoneis not the same as bdlieving. The Apostle Paul aborates on this principlein
Romans 10:12-17, isolating faith as the necessary ingredient. Both the unbelieving Jews
and the Gentiles who failed to respond to the Chrigtian’ s message lacked this faith.

In the next verse the Messiah is presented in two related but distinct pictures. He was a
tender plant. Strong’ s Concordance uses the phrase in defining the word, "atwig (of a
tree felled and sprouting).” This accurately describes Jesus' relationship to the house of
David, his ancestor. The roya house, or family tree of Jesus, was felled when
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon deposed Zedekiah from the throne of David. Now that tree
was about to sprout again, but at the first advent he was aready gppointed to lead that
kingdom, yet his style was not as amighty oak but as "atender plant.”

Inasmilar vein hewas a"root" out of the "dry ground" of alineage that had produced
no heir to the throne for some 21 generations. Thisterm "root of Jesse" isused by Paul in
Romans 15:12, quoting from Isaiah 11:1, 10, "And again, Esaias saith, There shall bea
root of Jesse, and he that shdl rise to reign over the Gentiles; in him shdl the Gentiles
trust.” (Seedso Rev. 5:5 and 22:16.) As a perfect man, Jesus must have been without
blemish and comely. Isaiah does not contradict this when he said that he hath neither
form, comeliness, or beauty. Rather the emphasisis on hislast phrase, "there is no beauty
that we should desre him.” It iswdll said that "Beauty isin the eye of the beholder." His
was not the beauty of the conquering hero, the aggressive champion of macho manliness.
Instead he was a gentle man, one who welcomed the little children, ateacher who
associated with publicans and snners, aMessiah who based his clam to that office partly
on the fact that "the poor have the gospd preached unto them” (Matt. 11:5).



Regected in the main by the scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees dike, he caled himsdf
"the sone which the builders rgected” (Matt. 21:42). Instead of frequenting the halls of
political, military, or religious power, we find him with the downcast of earth, acquainted
with their grief. He was a physician more than a generd. Therefore, his contemporaries
turned their face from him, looking for a mighty ddliverer ingtead.

The Bearer of Grief
Verses 4 to 6

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with
his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one
to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Even in the very act of assodiating himsdf with the human race in identifying with their
anful condition, he was esteemed as smitten of God. In this process of bearing our griefs,
four distinct acts of the suffering Messiah are caled to our attention: (1) wounded for our
transgressions, (2) bruised for our iniquities; (3) chastised for our peace; and (4) beaten
for our hedling. These words were not haphazardly selected but are specific terms given
in aspecific order. The Hebrew word chalal (Strong' s 2490), trandated "wounded,”
gppears 225 times in the Old Testament and usually carries the meaning of "to pollute’ or
"to profane’ (Nelson’s Expository Dictionary of the Old Testament, Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 1985). In our text the thought appears to relate to the assumption of human
flesh, "in the likeness of anful flesh” (Rom. 8:3). The "bruisng” (or "crushing,” NASV)
refers to the continuous experiences throughout his three and a hdf year minigtry. The
word is frequently trandated "broken” in the Old Testament. It reminds one of Jesus
words. "And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: thisis my body,
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me."

At the same time he was "bresking" his body, he was learning by experience what falen
humanity must learn to be educated in righteousness. These were the " chastisements’
which will eventudly bring a-one-ment, or peace, to the human family. However, harder
"gripes’ must often accompany "chastisements,” or disciplinary experiences. "And that
servant, which knew hislord swill, and prepared not himsdlf, neither did according to his
will, shdl be beaten with many gstripes. But he that knew not, and did commit things
worthy of gtripes, shal be beaten with few stripes’ (Luke 12:47, 48). In Jesus case, we
see the "dripes’ literdly applied in the "scourging” before Pilate (John 19:1).

The Redeemer
Verses 7to 9

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not
his mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his
generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my



people was he stricken. And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his
death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.

In contrast to the preceding verses that speak of the sufferings of his ministry these verses
talk of hisdeath. He died so that men might live; he suffered so that men might live
eterndly. His desth provided for ardease from the grave; the sympathy gained by hislife
with the fallen race provides the understanding necessary to help them maintain that life
when resurrected.

The symbol of thelamb is not only appropriate because of its quiet submissivenessto
shearing, but because it isauniversd biblica symbal of the Messiah. It wasthe animd of
the morning and evening sacrifice (Num. 28:2-8); it was the Passover sacrifice (Exod.
12:3-6); it was the sacrifice | saac expected Abraham to offer on Mount Moriah (Gen.
22:7); and it isthe anima specificaly identified with Jesus by the Apostle John, both in
his Gogpel and in the book of Revelation (John 1:29; Rev. 5:6; 13:8).

InIsaiah, it isthe quiet submissveness of the lamb that is emphasized. Thus Jesus quietly
refused to rebut the accusations againgt him in Rilate' s court (John 19:9-11). The reason
for this dlent acquiescence is given propheticaly in Psam 39:2, 9: "I was dumb with
slence, | held my peace, even from good; and my sorrow was gtirred. . . . | was dumb, |
opened not my mouth; because thou didst it." It was not that he did not have a good
defense nor that he could not present it well, but becauise he recognized that it was God's
will that he be sentenced and die.

So he was taken from the prison house of Caigphas and the judgment seet of Pilate to be
crucified. It isworthy of note that the Hebrew word trandated prison in Isaiah (‘otser,
Strong's 6115) can aso be trandated "barren womb™" and is so rendered in Proverbs
30:16. Thisrendering isin accord with the expresson that followsin the |saiah account,
"who shal declare his generdtion,” or asthe New International Verson phrasesit, "who
can speak of his descendants.” As Adam was childiess when expelled from Eden, so
Chrigt, the second Adam, would die childless. The cause for thislack of childrenis
specificaly stated: "for he was cut off out of the land of the living, for the transgresson

of my people was he stricken.” His seed was not to come from procreation but from right
of purchase as |saiah points out in verse ten.

Alternatively, the New American Standard Bible and Rotherham' s trandation renders the
latter part of the verse: "and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out
of the land of the living, for the transgresson of my people to whom the stroke was due?'
Phrased this way, the text gives the thought that the prophet is predicting the unawareness
of the populace to the fact that Christ was dying for their sins.

The thought of the ninth verseiswell expressed in The Living Bible, "He was buried like
acriminal, but in arich man’s grave; but he had done no wrong and had never spoken an
evil word." Although sentenced to death as a malefactor, his body was not buried in a
potter’ sfield but in the rock-hewn tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the
Sanhedrin. Though that council had found him guilty, Joseph raised a dissenting voice



(Luke 23:51) and showed the resoluteness of his council by donating his own tomb for
the burid of Jesus. Joseph, at least, recognized the truthfulness of the prophetic word that
the accused "had done no wrong and had never spoken an evil word.”

The Exalted One
Verses 10 to 12

Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make
his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the
pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the travail of his soul,
and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he
shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death:
and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.

It seems incongruous that Jehovah was "pleased” to bruise his son. The Hebrew word is
correctly trandated and has the thought of "to take delight." The pleasure of God,
however, was not in the bruising, but in the obedience of the son to submit to such
treatment. The Father was pleased that by so doing his Son could regp the grand reward
for hisfathfulness and carry out the next step of the plan of redemption, the ultimate
resurrection of al men from the bondage of sn and deeath. Thisthought is picked up later
in the same verse when we read that, as a result of making his soul an offering for sin, the
"pleasure" (same Hebrew root word) would "prosper in his hand.”

Our text points out three rewards for Messiah' sfaithfulnessin giving himself asasin
offering: (1) he would see his seed; (2) he would prolong his days, and (3) God's pleasure
would prosper in his hands.

HIS SEED: Dying childless, he becomes the father of the entire human race. He secures
al therights and privileges of mankind's universd father, Adam. "For asin Adam dl die,
even S0 in Chrigt shdl dl be made dive' (1 Cor. 15:22). Not only afather, he becomesa
better father. Adam, after hisfdl, became the father of asinful and dying race. Jesus,
through the education he will give his children in the kingdom, will be the father of arace
thet will live for eve—"the everlagting Father” (Isa. 9:6).

PROLONG HIS DAYS: Though uniquely created asthe fira of dl of God’'sworks, "the
beginning of the creation of God" (Rev. 3:14), he was nevertheless mortd, subject to
desth. Thisfact is obvious when we consider that he died on the cross. Now, however, as
areault of successfully giving the sin offering he was rewarded with eternd life. "For as

the Father hath life in himsdlf; so hath he given to the Son to havelifein himsaf" (John
5:26).

GOD’S PLEASURE: The pleasure or delight of God isin the accomplishment of his
plans. These plans, asreveded in the Bible, are for the development of a perfect and
snlessraceliving in full harmony with God's laws and hermonioudy with each other.



These plans are in two steps: first, the development of a church, or bride for his son, to
live with him in heaven and secondly, for the resurrection of mankind to live forever on a
perfect and sinless earth. With both of these designs God iswell pleased. Of the church,
Jesus said in Luke 12:32, "Fear nat, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom." We read of God's over-al pleasure in Ephesians 1:9, 10: "Having
made known unto us the mystery of hiswill, according to his good pleasure which he
hath purposed in himsdlf: That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather
together in one dl thingsin Chrig, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth;
eveninhim."

Verse deven can be viewed in two different ways, both expressing atruth. The King
James Verson divides the verse into three thoughts: (1) the satisfaction gained by a
review of histrying experiences while on earth; (2) the bringing to righteousness,
judtification, dl of mankind by the knowledge thus gained; and (3) the removd of
mankind siniquity by subgtitutionary atonement. Other scholars divide the verseinto
only two concepts. (1) "he shal see of the travall of his soul and shal be stisfied by his
knowledge [thus gained]; and (2) "he shdl jugtify many for he shdl bear their iniquities™
The firgt concept calls attention to the justification of mankind based on Jesus Sn
offering and the resulting application of Jesus' knowledge to humanity in Chrig’s
kingdom, while the second emphasizes that their judtification is adirect result of his
sacrifice, through which he bore their iniquities.

Inthe fina verse of our study another greet biblical themeis introduced: the concept of
the "spoil" which was origindly taken from Adam and his race by the serpent through the
introduction of sn. By tha act the human race was "spoiled” or looted of itsright to
everlaging life, for that right was conditional upon perfect obedience to God's
commands.

The return of this spail is athree-step process. Firgt, Christ recovers the "spoil” from
Satan. "How can one enter into a strong man’s house, and spail his goods, except he firgt
bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house [plunder his goods (RsV)]" (Matt.
12:29). Second, as our text in Isaiah gates, this"spoil” he will "divide" with "the strong,”
his church. Findly, they in turn will return the spoil to humanity, as recorded in Isaiah
33:23, "thenisthe prey of agreat spoil divided; the lame take the prey."

Findly the prophet summarizes the four quaifications of the suffering Redeemer:

""He poured out his soul unto death'—Throughout his ministry on earth, he dally bore
the sufferings of others, healing their diseases by "virtue' going out of him (Mark 5:30).

""He was numbered with the transgressors"—Not only did he assume "the likeness of
gnful fles" (Rom. 8:3), but dying the death of the worst of criminas, eteemed by others
as cursed by God as well as man, for "cursed is every one that hangeth on atree” (Gdl.
3:13).



""He bare the sin of many"—This was accomplished on Cavary’s cross. "So Christ was
once offered to bear the sns of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the
second time without sin unto salvation” (Heb. 9:28).

"Made intercession for the transgressors'—Although the sacrifice a Cadvary was
sufficient to accomplish the redemption of al, there remained the matter of presenting it
to the Father and making intercession for al. Thus Paul writesin Romans 4:25, "Who
was ddivered for our offences, and was raised again for our judtification.” Intercession on
behaf of the church, however, is not a one-time matter, but, as an Advocate, "he ever
liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25). "Wherefore heis able dso to save
them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them."

Though unrecognized by the mgjority at hisfirst advent, what joy we have today to
comprehend more and more the depth of the mercies of God in presenting us with the
Son who has proved indeed to be "mighty to save."

"Thanks be unto God for his unspeskable gift" (2 Cor. 9:15).

God' s Unspeakable Gift

Of all the gifts that men have known,
There’s one that stands beyond compare,
God gave his Son, his very own,
That men may live, and living, share
The glories of a perfect earth,
And life that lasts without an end.
When men shall have that second birth,
Their praise to God will then ascend.



His Gentle Hands

As Mary held the tiny babe so close,

She felt the joy of love that now could be expressed.
So soft the fingers curled about her own!

Tenderly she held them, and lovingly caressed

His gentle hands.

At twelve he sought the temple, all alone,

For now, with all the Law, he knew he must comply,
But Mary searched for him with sorrowing:

Not understanding then his need, but took him by
His gentle hands.

His life, though short, was spent in doing good,
And in a world so filled with pain; with simple trust,
The sick, the blind, the lame, all came to him,

In deep compassion of his soul He healed with just
His gentle hands.

But jealous men took counsel for his life.

A traitor “midst his own disciples they had found,

Who sold him, like a common slave, for price,

They came by night and took Him, and with cords they bound
His gentle hands.

Did you go with him through that fearful night;

When e en before the first soft light of morning came,

They placed upon His head a crown of thorns,

And scourged him sore? Oh, did you see the blood that stained
His gentle hands.

Did you go with him to Golgotha’s hill,

And see the sadness deep within his eyes so true?

And did you see those nails so cruel and cold,

As one by one they pierced his flesh, and drove them through
His gentle hands.

At last the hammer’s dreadful sounds were stilled!
They lifted up that heavy cross against the sky,
While people passing by would mock him sore;

In agonizing grief and shame he hung there by
His gentle hands.



But did you see the love within his eyes,

Enduring, though his body, racked with pain, grew numb;
A love so deep, we cannot comprehend!

And did you weep to see those blood drops falling from
His gentle hands?

Oh did you hear him give that anguished cry?

Then suddenly the sun grew dark—the air was chilled!
“My God, Oh why hast thou forsaken me?”

‘Twas finished then! Release from pain, relaxed and stilled
His gentle hands.

As Mary looked at him with tearful eyes,

In anguish of her heart that could not be repressed.
She thought back to the child that she had borne,

And how she’d held him close, and lovingly caressed
His gentle hands.

Bonnie Jean Gaunt



NEWS AND VIEWS

Pastoral Bible Institute News

Internet Web Page

Today globa communication has become fast and chegp. Researchersin every corner of
the world can study any topic in depth using the resources of inditutions large and small
and anetwork of globd communication links known as the World-wide Web. Most
religious inditutions maintain their own "home page"’ providing information on their
beliefs and practices, together with fast and easy ways to ask questions or make
comments.

The Pagtord Bible Ingtitute has just brought up its own "home page" on the web so
brethren and others can use our resources in their persona study. Those experienced in
using the Internet should point their web browser to:

http://www.heraldmag.org

Thisisanew activity areafor us and we expect to learn more as we gain experience. We
begin of course by providing the content of past issues of THE HERALD and other
publications we dready have in dectronic form. We aso provide point-and-click access
to other Bible Student "home pages' that contain materid of interest to those who want to
know more about Bible Students.

Weinvite you to visit us on the web. Send us your comments viae-mail to
ThePBI@aol.com or use our toll-free number: 1-888-7-THE-PBIL.

New Booklets

The PBI continues to distribute specia booklets we think may be of interest to our

readers. Two new ones are now available: When Pastor Russell Died published by the
Dawn Bible Students Association and Comfort & Consolation published by the Chicago
Bible Students.

When Pastor Russell Died recounts the events within the Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society following the death of Bro. Russdll. Truths he taught were soon changed, then
changed again as control over the Bible Student ecclesias became centralized at Society
headquartersin Brooklyn.

Comfort & Consolation offers hope to the bereaved who may not know why we die, the
gate of the dead, or how God's love and mercy will heal broken hearts.

Both booklets are free and are available now.



Special Holiday Promotion

Thisissue we are announcing our firgt-ever discount policy for gift subscriptions. Send us
three gift subscriptions at the usual cost of $5 each and your own subscription will be
extended one year free. Think about those who would enjoy the bi-monthly vists of THE
HERALD. Y our thoughtfulness will be remembered dl through the coming yeer.

Letters

Theaticesin THE HERALD are sources of much encouragement and knowledge adong
my way. How blessed it isto know that the Kingdom is near and the promised blessings
will come to the troubled world. May God bless al of you as you dispense praise to the
name of our Loving God and His beloved son.

Lois Adams, Idaho
Around the World

For decades, The Middle East has been dominated by oil. But most of the excitement
latdy has been over natura gas. Middle East countries, some of them facing dwindling
crude-ail reserves, are placing huge bets on gas-export plansto replace il revenues. "'In
the 80s, we learned our lesson, not to put al our eggsin one basket,” says Abdulla Al-
Attiyah, Qatar's minister of energy and industry. The growing competition over gas could
increase Middle East tensons. Worriesinclude palitical struggles over the gasfidds.
Countries directly competing for financing and customers are congdering multi- billion
dollar projects, and they are undercutting each other by sacrificing relationships. Gas
dedstightly bind sdlling and buying countries because it is difficult for buyer's factories
and power plantsto find an dternate source if supply is disrupted.

Wall Street Journal, 8/11/97

Continued violence in Kenya has threatened the stability of the currency on world
markets. International Monetary Fund officids blamed the breakdown on the
government's failure to take adequate measures to tackle corruption. Land shortage and
ethnic rivaries have led to some of Kenya'sworst palitical violence. In 1991, in the run-
up to the country's first multi- party eections, some Kanu politicians began caling for
what amounted to ethnicaly pure homeands and so-cal Kanu zones. The result wasa
gpate of clashesinvolving firearms, spears, arrows and machetes. Over 1,500 died.

Financial Times, 8/19/97

The U.S. ismaking inquiries in Moscow about seismic indications that Russamight have
st off anuclear device. Underground nuclear tests were banned under an internationd
treaty. While indications suggested an underground explosions was touched off near the
idand of Novaya Zemiya, earthquakes or volcanic activity have not been ruled out.



Associated Press 8/28/97
|srael

The Forrest Garb Associatesin Dallas, Texas, afirm of internationa petroleum experts
which assists over 120 energy companies and governmenta agencies, among them
Exxon, Mohil and the U.S. Department of Justice, has determined that the Givot Olam
Oil Company in Isradl has discovered an areain centra 1sragl which belongs to the same
petroleum system found in Syria, Saudi Arabiaand Algeria

In an exdugve interview with THE JEWISH PRESS last week, the directors of Givot Olan,
Shmuel Becker, an Isradi lawyer, and Mr. Tovia Luskin, anoted geologi<, said that
based on previous drills which produced good qudity oil, and based on a comprehensive
geologicd review of the area, "We are now going to drill asecond well. We will then test
the geologica dtructure. . . [to determine how much oil and gasit containg].”

The Jewish Press, 9/18/97

Isradl and Iran are conducting secret talks to reduce military tensons and to resolve
Israel's debt of as much as $1 billion to Tehran. The dection of Mohammed Khatami as
Iran's president has improved chances of a successful dialogue, sources say. A changeis
about to take place in the way the government is thinking about Israel, said a source close
to Khatami. Isradl would repay the fundsin the form of private investment.

Jerusalem Post, 9/6/97

The founder of theradical Idamist movement Hamas, Abdd-Aziz Rantis, defended the
recent double suicide-bomb attack on a Jerusalem market which killed sixteen by saying
"It was againgt the occupiers of our country.” Mr. Rantesi's views on |sragl have hardened
over the years snce he founded Hamas in 1987. Along with 412 other Hamas supporters,
he was deported to the south Lebanese border in 1992 and later held for more than three
yearsin lsraeli adminidretive detention. Rantis said, "We want to cooperate with Arafat
but not under the umbrela of the Odo accords. The Palestinian Authority are our
brothers™ Civil war within Palestinian controlled areas coud erupt if the peace process
does not produce results.

Financial Times, 8/29/97

German companies are employing historians to lay before the world their Nazi pastsin
the hope of earning the kind of public relations reprieve managed by the company that
was a Hitler favorite—V olkswagen. Hugo Boss was the latest company to come under
scrutiny when it was forced to acknowledge that it was responsible for designing the
black uniforms of Hitler's SS. Marketing andyst Thomas Niedert said that the company
must acknowledge its involvement in the Third Reich if they want to avoid being
associated with the Nazis. Multi-billion dollar lawsuits are being brought by Nazi victims
againgt companies that supported and profited by the activities of the Third Reich.



Higtorian Hilmar Koppar said it is no coincidence that the change is coming on the heds
of a$20 hillion lawsuit brought againgt Switzerland's biggest bank for hoarding assets
taken away from Jews during World War 11.

Bloomberg Business News, 9/7/97

Baruch Cohen has no interest in getting a job even though he has awife and eight

children a home. He and other men beong to the haredim—ultraorthodox Jews of many
sects. They are the fastest-growing segment of Isradl’'s population and its biggest class of
welfare recipients. "We are serving God through study,” Cohen explains. "He will

provide so long as we continue to do hiswill. Thereis no reason to worry." Other Isradis
do worry, however, because it's not just God who is being asked to support Cohen and his
family. According to a study just released by Hebrew Universty, no developed nation
between 1970 and 1993 had a smaller share of 25-to-54-year-old maes in the work force
than did Isradl. The study found nearly 15 percent of Isragli children living in homes

where prime-aged males did not work. Haredi growth outdtrips the government's ability

to help. The resentment [over welfare payments to the Haredi] is an important eement in
ardigious-secular conflict over what kind of country Isragl should be.

U.S. News & World Report, 7/28/97

Haaretz newspaper reported that Yitzhak Rabin, the Isragli Prime Minister assassnated
in 1996, agreed to negotiate a complete return to Syria of the territories Isragl captured in
the 1967 Middle East war. The understanding would have involved Isradl giving up land
in exchange for full peace, and Syrids acceptance of Isragli demands on security
arrangements. Taks between Isradl and Syriawere held in January 1996. Current Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has resisted Syria's demand that talks should be resumed
from the point & which they left off.

UPI 8/28/97

[dam

Demands by ethnic Albanians for gregter rights erupted into conflict in July &fter the
government sent pecia forces to take down flags flying outside the town hdl. Police

shot dead two young people and a third man was beaten and later died from injuries. The
Modem Albanians say they live in aregime of terror. Growing inter-ethnic violence
create an atmosphere smilar to Bosnia. "I am convinced that if what is hgppeningin
Albaniatoday happens in Macedonia, the Bakanswill go up in flames" said Kiro
Gligorov, Macedonids president.

Financial Times, 7/22/97
Attackers massacred at least 300 people in an Algerian village, ditting their throats,

decapitating them and burning their bodies in the worst such attack since an Idamic
insurgency began five years ago. The attackers were described as hooded and armed with



knives and axes, and spent five hoursin the village of Raisin the Sdi Moussaregion.

They placed the decapitated heads of some of the victims on the doorsteps of their homes.
Authorities have attributed such attacks in the past to the Armed Idamic Group, the most
violent of the Mudim militant factions. The group is seeking to etablish an Idamic

regime in Algeria. Since then, about 1,500 people have been dain.

Bloomberg News, 8/29/97

Hundreds of Bosnian Mudims who had returned to their prewar homes in the town of
Jgce were forced to flee again as Croatian crowds threatened violence. Although the
leaders of the two factions have attempted to stop ethnic violence, little success has been
achieved.

Bloomberg News, 8/7/97
Christendom

The Supreme Court struck down afederd law intended to protect religious practices from
government interference. The Religious Freedom Restoration Act, passed with broad
bipartisan support and the backing of the Presdent, said governments can infringe on
religious practices only if they have a hedth, safety or other interest in doing so. Sinceits
passage, the law has beeninvoked in abroad range of emotiona disputes. Within hours
of the ruling, congressona and religious leaders vowed to fight the decison. The law
could have impact on minority faiths. People could be prohibited from praying Arabic,
Kikh Little League players could be reguired to remove their turbans, evangdica
students could be obliged to attend classes on evolution. "It first start happening to
minority faiths™ said Oliver Thomas, counsd on rdligious liberty for the Nationd

Council of Churches. Before the act was passed, Hmong families in Rhode 1dand were
unable to prevent autopsies of dead relatives, although they believe such a procedure
destroys the possibility of everlagting life.

Washington Post, 6/26/97

The nation's largest L utheran church lifted Reformation-era condemnations against the
Roman Cathalic Church, and decided to try again to establish closer tieswith the
Episcopa Church. Delegates to the biennid Churchwide Assembly of the Evangdlica
Lutheran Church in America voted to gpprove a statement declaring that both Catholics
and Lutherans agree dl persons depend on the grace of God—and not human merit—for
their salvation. The church overwhemingly endorsed a L utheran-Catholic declaration on
judtification by faith done. The church said 16th century condemnations of Catholic
teachings in Lutheran confessons no longer apply. Delegates voted againgt a pact that
would closly link the Episcopa Church. They decided to pursue atwo-year process of
discussion instead.

Washington Post, 8/20/97



Science

Experts fear floods and drought will make its way across the globe this coming year. The
disastrous recent flooding in centra Europe and the worsening drought in North Korea
and central Chinamay both be due to what scientists are caling the "dimate event of the
century.” Climate experts attending a three day internationa conference on climate
research said that the "El Nino" phenomenon that began in early summer could surpass
that of 1982-83 which clamed nearly 2,000 lives and damaged crops and property worth
$20 hillion dollars. "El Nino" isaterm given to the Chrigt Child, and now refersto the
irregular appearance of warm surface water in the pacific off the western coast of South
Americathat affects globa wind and rainfdl patterns. In Jduly, the water temperature was
410 5 degrees above normd. Although scientists have made huge strides in predicting the
occurrence and climatic effects of El Nino, they gtill do not know whét triggersits
gppearance, or influences its Srength. However, it gppears to be increasing in frequency
and dimengion, raising suspicions that they may be reated to globa warming.

Financial Times, 8/28/97

Leading scientists are being pressured to pin down the threet of climate change to specific
parts of the world. Scientific uncertainty isthe crux of an internationa dispute over what
should be done to tackle the problem. Scientists fear that increasing emissions of gases
including carbon dioxide from the burning of foss| fuds are causing damaging changes

in temperature and rainfdl. The Intergovernmenta Pand on Climate Change has
estimated that temperatures could rise by 1 to 3.5 degrees centigrade over the next
century if the world carries on emitting greenhouse gases at the current rate,
Conseguences could range from increased drought in some countries to increased
flooding in others.

Environmental News, August, 1997



Book Review
The Bible Code, Michael Drosnin, Simon & Schuster, 1997

[Note: Most book reviews that appear here are from the News & Viewseditor. However, because of the
popularity of thisbook even among Bible Students, we thought it appropriate to publish this extract from
reviews by Ronald S. Hendel and Shlomo Sternberg published in the August 1997 Bible Review.]

This book is based on a paper published inthe journd Statistical Science describing a
computer program to search for words hidden in the traditiona Hebrew text of Genes's.
What would happen if the text was consdered as astring of |etters with no bresks
between words? Would the names of famous medieva rabbis be spelled out by letters an
equal number of letters gpart? In fact they were. The authors claimed that the number of
matches found was much greater than what could be expected by chance aone.

Drosnin takes thiswork further by expanding his search to al five books of Moses. He
attempts to show that by this system one can see predictions of future events. Featured on
the cover is one of these: the assassindtion of Isragli prime miniger Yitzek Rabin. Inthis
example the computer found that if you take every 4772" |etter in the Hebrew text, the
name Yitzak Rabin can be found. The letters gppear in Deuteronomy. Drosnin clams that
Rabin's name is crossed with the words "assassin that will assassinate’ but in fact the
verse says nothing about nsor nations. It deals with cities of refuge where
those guilty of accidental mandaughter may flee. Drosnin migtrand ates Deuteronomy
4:41,42, which reads, "a dayer who happensto have killed" as "assassin that will
assassnate." With this method, it is pretty clear you can predict anything.

The daim is made that the biblica text being used is"2he origind Hebrew verson of the
Old Testament, the Bible asit was first written." More than this, Drosnin states that "dl
Biblesin the origind Hebrew language that now exigt are the same |etter for letter.” This
gatement isfalse. We do not have the origind Hebrew version of the Old Testament and
al ancient manuscripts of the Hebrew Bible that we do have differ in the number of
letters. Thisisafata problem for a computer program that relies on the manipulation of
exact numerica sequences of letters. Which manuscript or edition should be used?

Because the Bible in Drosnin's computer is not the origind text, is not in " God's own
handwriting,” these claims are based on fase assumptions and are, in short, a hoax.
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