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Seven Millenniums

EDITOR's JOURNAL

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven. —
Ecclesiastes 3:1

This issue of THE HERALD opens a hew millennium. Men may debate whether the new
millennium dawns on January 1, 2000, or January 1, 2001, but one thing is certan: the
millennium is one of the most frequently discussed topics today.

In the popular press, commentators on the incoming millennium swing between
enthusasm for the technologicd progress they see on the horizon and mounting
perplexity concerning the mord fiber that has produced such gigantic problems as a
culture rife with drugs and drive-by shootings locdly and pollution and ethnic battles
internationdly. This millennium of the year 2000 is in shap contrast with the millennium
predicted in the Bible.

To Chrigians the word has an even deeper meaning. Throughout the past 2000 years
Chrigians have looked forward to the millennium promised in the last book of the Bible.
This is the thousand years during which Chrigt shdl reign (Reveaion 20:4-6). This is the
great kingdom which promises to ultimately bring pesce, hedth, prosperity, and life to
the human race. It is little wonder that Christians continuoudy pray, "Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven" (Mathew 6:10). This Millennium of the Bible
does not coincide with the millennium of today’'s media but, according to Bible
chronology, began over 100 years ago.

There is a venerable Jewish tradition that says sn and evil would dominate this world for
6000 years, followed by the return of the Messah who would rule for the next thousand
years. This tradition is not without biblica foundations. If this reasonable concluson be
correct, God's plan for man spans a period of seven millenniums, leading up to "the ages
to come [when] he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward
us through Christ Jesus' (Ephesians 2:7).



The atides in this issue of The Herad will examine each of these thousand-year periods
of man’'s higory. We will see how God has worked with his human cregtion during each
of these long periods of time.

From the very start of God's plan, when he created Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden,
until its grand dimax with a kingdom of world-wide peace, the Bible presents one
common theme of dn, redemption, and deliverance. It is the purpose of this issue to note
the way in which the Creator of the universe is carrying out his intentions for the human
race. Each era is methodicaly based on the one preceding, and sets a foundation for the
one following. We have tried to trace the systematic developments of these progressive
time periodsin thisissue of The Herdd.

The ending of each millennium does not coincide with the time periods of the various
ages and digpensations in God's plan. The chart below illustrates how these millenniums
are digributed in the various ages and dispensations. We trust that this issue will engble
us each to glorify the heavenly Father as we note "the stately steppings of our God."



The First Millennium

The Originsof Man

Then God said, Let us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth. Then the
Lord God formed man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living being.—Genesis 1:26; 2:7, New American
Standard

Leonard Griehs

The first thousand years of man’s existence passes by in the first five chapters of Geness.
It isaten-generation ligting of firstborn sons. Adam (son of God), Seth, Enosh, Kenan,
Mahdad, Jared, Enoch, Methusaeh, Lamech and Noah. Little is recorded about most of
these sons, other than their father’ s age when they were born, their age when their own
son was born, and their age at desth. Mot notable inthe list is Seth listed as the firstborn
son of Adam.

Person Years After Adam Years

Born Died Lived
Adam 0 930 930
Seth 130 1042 912
Enoch 235 1140 905
Kenan 325 1235 910
Mahddéd 395 1290 895
Jared 460 1422 962
Enoch 622 987 365
Methusdah | 687 1656 969
Lamech 874 1651 777
Noah 1056

According to this chart, only Adam lived and died within thisfirgt thousand-year period.
While much legend and speculation exist surrounding the events and people mentioned,



only afew sgnificant events are actualy recorded: the crestion of Adam; the "building’
of woman; the fall into sn; the murder of Abel by his brother Cain; the mysterious entry
of the sons of God (recorded later in chapter 6). Although few in number, each of these
events would significantly dter the remaining 6000 years of man’s exisence on this
planet.

The Creation of Adam

It was near the end of the sixth crestive day that God made man in his own image. Adam
was made a human being thoroughly in harmony with God, without unrighteousness and
without Sn. When consdering thisfirst man in the image of God, one cannot but
compare immediatdy "the man Chrigt Jesus' (1 Timothy 2:5), "holy, harmless, undefiled
and separate from sinners’ (Hebrews 7:26), who was like the first Adam whose pendty
he came into the world to pay (1 Corinthians 15:22). Adam'’s cregtion in God'simage
gave him dominion over the lower animds just as God has dominion over the entire
universe. Man's dominion, now overthrown by sin, isto be restored by this second
Adam’skingdom (Acts 3:19-21).

Genesis gives two accounts of the crestion of Adam. In chapter one a genera description
is given to show that the creation of man and woman was the crowning feature of
cregtion, indicated by the generic term "man.” In chapter two the particulars of the
cregtion in the Garden of Eden are given to comect man with the earth on which he was
created. It is chapter two that supplies important details.

The phrase "in our image, according to our likeness' in Genesis 1:26 is an important link
between Creator and created. As part of his dominion, man was given menta powers and
mord qudities consderably above the creatures of earth. The mentd faculties made it
possible for man to increase in knowledge and achievements far beyond that of any other
earthly cresture. However, man is confined to the earth. Paul states that "there are dso
celestid bodies, and bodies terrestrid: but the glory of the celedtia is one, and the glory

of the terregtrid is another” (1 Corinthians 15:40). Man was made with mentd and mord
quditiessmilar to his Crestor but given abody that could only exist on earth.

The detailed account of Adam’s creetion in Genesis 2:7 supplies verification for thisidea
"And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nogtrils
the bresth of life; and man became aliving soul." God made something entirely new from
the earth which he had crested. The Hebrew word for "dust” is aphar, which generdly
means "'mud" and in usage refers to extracting from the ground the fine parts of the soil

as a potter would do to make clay. In fact the word "formed" here isthe Hebrew yatsar,
which isfrom Strong’ s 3335, meaning to squeeze into shape, to mould into aform, asa
potter.

One step yet remained. The breeth of life from the Father brought activity to the lump of
clay that he hed fashioned out of the elements of the earth that he had made. Luke 3:38
cals Adam the son of God, yet we are told that Jesus was "the only begotten son” (John
3:16). While other men receive their lifein the naturd process of human procrestion,



Adam received a perfect life directly from God. Thiswasthe critica factor in the
payment of justice when God' s only-begotten son, Jesus, would redeem Adam and the
unborn racein hisloins. Man's history on earth began.

The Building of Eve

"And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be done; | will make him

an help meet for him" (Genesis 2:18). We cannot be sure exactly how long Adam was
aonein Eden. It is certain however, that none of the cregtion over which Adam had
dominion was sufficient for his companionship. The creation of Eve from Adam, rather
than as an entirely separate creation from him, was an important indication of God's
purpose. He divided the first perfect human nature into two parts—into amae and
female creature. "So the Lord God caused a deep deep to fal upon the man, and he dept;
then he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh at that place. And the Lord God
fashioned [literdly: "built"] into awoman the rib which he had taken from man, and
brought her to the man" (Genesis 2:21,22).

The term "help meet” is often misused to suggest that God had intended only to creste a
wife for Adam. Although Eve became Adam’ s wife, thet is not the intent of the origindl.
Theword "meet” isthe Hebrew neged literdly meaning "a part opposite, a counterpart.”
Rotherham captures thisideaiin his trandation of verse 20:"But for man had there not
been found a helper as his counterpart.” Of al the living creatures that had been made by
God and named by Adam, there was none that Adam could communicate with a his
level. Only when God created Eve did the man find someone who could share his
thoughts, hisideas and hislife.

While Adam was shaped out of the eements of the earth, Eve was congtructed from
something that came from ingde the man. That gppears to be the meaning of Adam’s
gatement that she was "bone of my bones' and "flesh of my flesh” (Genesis 2:23). The
word bone isthe Hebrew etsem and when used as a pronoun means "sdfsame.” Adam
identified the woman as someone who had been taken from "a sde of him" and had been
built into another human.

The Jewish Tanakh renders Genesis 2:23, "Then the man said, Thisone a last is bone of
my bones and flesh of my flesh. This one shdl be called WWoman, for from man was she
taken." Theterm"at last” Sgnifiesthat Adam redlized that he now had a companion
equd to himsdf with whom he could share his life and he gave her aname to reflect that
idea. Theterm "woman" is the Hebrew ishishah, meaning the feminine counterpart of
"man." Mde and fema e characteristics were separated to generate human life on this
planet. Thiswas intended from the beginning as noted by the description of creetion in
Genesis 1:27, "So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he
him; mae and female crested hethem.”



The Fall Into Sin

"And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou
mayest fredly eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shat not eet of
it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shat surely die" (Genesis 2:16,17).

"And the serpent said unto the woman, Y e shal not surely die: for God doth know thet in
the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shdl be as gods, knowing
good and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and atree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat, and gave dso unto her husband with her; and he did eat" (Genesis
34-6).

The temptation and fall of Eve have not only been the subject of many paintings, but aso
fodder for speculation into the exact nature of her sin. The traditional concept of the first
woman munching on an apple isamost certainly not the correct one. What is certain is
that disobedience led to adisruption of the channel of life that God had provided in Eden.

God sad unto them, "Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdueiit: and
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and overt he fowl of the air, and over every living
thing that moveth upon the earth.” God' s commission to man had been smple: be fruitful
and multiply until you fill the earth; exercise dominion over the cregtion to keep it
peaceful and in proper balance (Genesis 1:28). The plan to populate the earthina
systematic, proper method would have led to an expanded knowledge as man learned
more about how God wanted him to subdue the earth.

The heavenly visitor described as the serpent proposed to Eve a different way: "When the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a
tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave
aso unto her husband with her; and he did eat” (Genesis 3:6).

Throughout history trees and worship have been closaly connected. The early history of
Isradl contains frequent admonitions againgt Isragl going to the "groves' where Bad was
being worshiped. Perhgps this sems from an association with the tree of life mentioned
in Geness with the relationship between God and man which it so greetly impacted.
While Adam and Eve took the recognized path to God, they would continueto livein
peace and harmony, free from the effects of death and sin.

The subsequent disobedience came from too close an association with the forbidden fruit.
John speeks of the nature of thissinin 1 John 2:16, "For dl that isin the world, the lust

of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but of the
world." Eve was deceived into thinking that the course of action they were taking was an
excusable path to gain knowledge. Her temptation came at the suggestion of the then
gplendid being known as Lucifer. Her subsequent discussion with Adam about it
ultimately resulted in Adam following the same course athough he thoroughly

understood the consequence of that action (1 Timothy 2:14).



"And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked" (Genesis.
3:7). Prior to their disobedience, Adam and Eve could meet with God and stand before
him in righteousness—they had nothing to be ashamed of as they obeyed him and
received hisingruction. Now they felt differently—not repentance or shame, but fear.
"And they heard the voice of the Lord God waking in the garden in the coal of the day;
and the man and his wife hid themsaves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the
trees of the Garden" (Genesis 3:8, Leeser). Whereas they had aways met and
communicated with God openly in the gppointed area of the garden, now they sought to

escape his presence.

The punishment for their disobedience was clear. They must be removed from the
presence of God and made to struggle on their own in this new world. Eventudly they
would give up lifeitsdlf. "And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the treg, of which | commanded thee, saying, Thou
shdt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shdt thou eet of it dl the
days of thy life; thorns dso and thistles shdll it bring forth to thee; andthou shalt est the
herb of thefidd; in the sweat of thy face shdt thou eat breed, till thou return unto the
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return”
(Genesis 3:17-19). Death was no longer aremote possibility but a certain redlity.
Expulsed from the garden, they began the long struggle which would end in Adam’s
death at the age of 930 before the end of one "day" of hislife. "But, beloved, be not
ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day" (2 Peter 3:8).

The Murder of Abel

"And Adam knew Eve hiswife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, | have gotten
aman from the LORD. And she again bare hisbrother Abel. And Abdl was a keeper of
sheep, but Cain was atiller of the ground. And in process of time it came to pass, that
Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. And Abd, he dso
brought of the firgtlings of hisflock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect
unto Abel and to his offering. But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And
Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell." (Genesis 4:1-5) "[And the Lord said] if
thou doest well, shat thou not be accepted? And if thou doest not well, sin lieth &t the
door; and unto thee isits desire, but thou canst rule over it" (Genesis4:7, Leeser).

Although Cain was the firstborn son, the genedlogy from Adam to Noah is carried on
through Seth. Cain’s act of hatred and subsequent expulsion from the presence of the
family evidently resulted in the omission of his pogterity from the line to bring the
promised redemption (Luke 3:38). He was replaced by Seth who was born shortly after
Abel’s death.

Cain’sjedousy brought him to the position of hatred and envy rather than the love of his
brother that should have ruled his heart. The reason for his own sacrifice being rejected
by God was less important to him than the fact that his brother’ s sacrifice was accepted.
God's principle of persond responsbility in obedience and disobedience had not changed



with the fal of Adam. Cain should have ressted the hatred and mdice boiling up insde
him. God reprimanded him not because he had brought an inferior sacrifice, but because
his attitude was leading him on adownward course. This same principle was exemplified
in the downfal of the rich young ruler of Luke 18 who came to Jesus seeking eternd life.
Jesus saw that dthough he claimed to have done his duty in sacrifice, he was not willing
to examine his sdfish motives and ater his heart attitude about what he possessed.
Unless he could recognize hisimproper course and ded with it, he would not be able to
overcome the secret sin that was in his heart.

"And Cain taked with Abd hisbrother: and it came to pass, when they werein the field,
that Cain rose up againgt Abel his brother, and dew him" (Genesis. 4:8). Rotherham'’s
rendering indicates a premeditated thought on Cain’s part: "Let usgo into thefidd." Can
did not heed the Lord' s word, but led Abdl into the fild with the intent to kill him.
Rather than heed the words of God to repent and make proper sacrifice, he choseto let
the sin overcome him. The Lord's punishment was severe. Cain was exiled to become a
fugitive and a vagabond, having no home. In the days when the earth was Hill in its
infancy, that was a severe pendty indeed. Cain’s reaction showed hisfear. "Behold, thou
hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shdl | be hid;
and | shdl be afugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every
one that findeth me shdl day me' (Genesis 4:14). Cain knew that his penaty meant he
would no longer be under the protection of his family, but now confined to the area
outside of the immediate population. He must give up what he had—the support of the
community of pogt-Edenic life. He mugt fend for himsdlf in anew land east of Eden. He
would be cut off from family and from the line of the one who would eventudly eradicate
the sin. Seth would be in the line to produce the promised seed (L uke 3:38).

The Fallen Angels

"And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters
were born unto them, that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair;
and they took them wives of al which they chosg' (Genesis. 6:1,2).

The Hebrew term here for "sons of God" is beni Elohim, and is used in Job 387 and
again in Danid 3:25. It means angels. It is evident that sometime during the first

thousand years, man was corrupted by heavenly beings that misused their power to take
advantage of those they were assigned to protect. This must have happened relatively
quickly fallowing the expulson of Adam and Eve from the garden. The "men” that began
to multiply isthe Hebrew adam plus ha, which can only properly be understood to mean
Adam and Eve.

The heavenly messengers that God dlowed to teach mankind and perhaps prevent the
further decline that came with life outsde the garden chose not to just deliver a message,
but to actively involve themsdlvesin alife they had never seen before. Instead of aiding
sinful man these angels misused their powers to engage in sin themsdves. They produced
ahybrid race that was not of Adamic stock. Man's fate was now set. God would wipe



everyone off the face of the earth. Only Noah, born 1,056 years after Adam was created,
would escape to begin the next thousand years.



The Second Millennium

A Change of Worlds

For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old,
and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: whereby the world that then
was, being overflowed with water, perished.—?2 Peter 3:5,6

The era that begins shortly before the birth of Noah and ends during the lifetime of
Abraham comprises the second millennium of the human race. The great flood, and
God's miraculous rescue of eight people and a representative sample of dl the animals,
certainly stands out as a momentous event in history (1 Peter 3:20). The extended life
goan of people and the direct involvement of angelic beings in the affars of men led to a
terrible worldwide society of evil and violence, out of harmony with God's will. The
Scriptures give an account of the intermingling between anges and humans with the
resulting hybrid beings, Nephilim, capable of tremendous violence and harm. The flood
proclamed God's judgment.

The Flood
There are lessons we can learn from the experience of the flood.

Fird, God permitted the angels to maeridize and mingle with women. Apparently, some
of the anges had the same spirit as Satan and questioned God's authority. The
opportunity to create a hew race was a strong temptation to those who had this improper
heart condition. Perhaps they thought they would be helping mankind in some way, but
ther offgoring proved to be violent and unruly. Being sronger than humans, they eesly
dominated them. The angels responsble for this terible date of affars were
subsequently  confined to "Tarturus'—("the darkness of this world,” A Commentary,
Jamieson, Faussst, and Brown). They were forbidden to materidize and given "ringsde
sedts' to the pageant of God's dedings with the human race, incuding the unfolding of
the permisson of evil. God never forgot or abandoned them. In fact, a goecid time is
reserved for ther find judgment at the Lord's second advent. (See Geness 6 and 7;
Matthew 8:29; Hebrews 2:5; 1 Peter 3:19,20; 2Peter 2:4; Jude 6.)

Second, the devastating power of evil proved to be very destructive when human beings
were capable of living dmos 1000 years. Using theinformation provided in Geness, we
see tha Adam was dive when Methusdah was born and Methusdah died in the same
year that the flood came. Geness 6.6 dates that God "repented” his creation of mankind
when he saw the extent of the evil. We know that God did not think he had made a
mistake in creating thehuman race. He was saddened bythe decline of his credtion in so
few geneaions. The flood gpparently caused sgnificant changes inthe earth that affected
the human lifespan. Thisdramatically cut down the amount of evil thatcould be contrived
or suffered by anyone. (See Geness 6:3; 15:16; 50:23; Deuteronomy 5:6; 32:7; Exodus
20:5; 34:7; Matthew 1:17.)



Third, the sdvation of Noah and his family stands as apillar of Noah's faithfulness. Noah
obeyed God in every paticular. He pad no attention to the mocking and taunting of his
neighbors. He constructed a vessdl that was designed to float in deep water. He trusted
God to protect him and his family from whaever would happen. He and the others
dutifully and lovingly cared for the animds who sharedthe ark and released them a the
aoproprigte time. The "rainbow covenant” illustrates God's fathfulness to his cregtion by
promisng to never agan desroy dl makind. (See Geness 6 to 9:19; Isaiah 54:9;
Hebrews 11.7; 1Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 2:5.)

Approximatdly five hundred years eapsed from the time of the flood to God's covenant
with Abraham. The Bible informs us tha human beings multiplied agan on the earth.
Soon cities sprang up and another attempt was made to chalenge God's authority. The
tower of Babel began as a tribute to man's greainess and ended in the dispersad of the
people to every corner of the world, profoundly confused by their inability to understand
one ancther's words. We have very little detailled information regarding this period in
mankind's history.

The Bible done contains any reiable higorica information. God dedt with men on an
individud bass during this time The lifeime of Abram, whose name was changed to
Abraham, marks the end of this millennium as well as the next most notable event in
man's higory, namey the covenant to bless "dl the families of the eath” through his
descendents.

Shem and Melchizedek

It is interesting to note that both Noah and Shem lived contemporaneoudy with Abraham,
and in fact, Abraham outlived Shem by only twenty five years. There is a tradition that
Shem and Mechizedek are the same person (Faith’s Foun-dations, page 47). The Bible
does not dtate this, but it is recorded that Abraham met Melchizedek and paid tithes to
him as a pries of God. He receved a blessng from him in return (Genesis 14:18; Psam
110:4; Hebrews 5:6,10; 6:20; 7:1-21). The lineage of Mechizedek is congpicuoudy not
recorded. Shem would likdy be identified as an "Ancient Oné'—someone who was dive
as long as anyone dse could remember. The phrase "without father or mother" makes
sene in this context. Others hold that this phrase means that his pedigree was
undocumented.

Tradition dso credits Shem as the builder of the Great Pyramid (The Time Is At Hand,
page 322). This magnificent edifice and witness to the greatness of Jehovah stood in stark
contrast to the tower of Babe and remains to this day as an example of superior skill and
workmanship. Shem, the son of Noah would certainly have had the skill and knowledge
aswell as the divine guidance needed to congtruct the Great Pyramid.



These ideas are speculaive, but certainly possible. Providing a direct link between Shem
and Abraham sarves to intendgfy the impact of God's plan as it unfolds in the second
millennium. The groundwork for development of the seed of promise is firmly lad in this
thousand year period. The hisory of mankind from creation to Abraham had been
conveyed by only three witnesses, Adam, Methusdah and Shem. Shem was 4ill dive
during a sgnificant portion of Issec’'s life as well. From Issac to Moses, there is only
Jacob, Levi and Kohath. Moses provided the first recorded history of the race, and we can
see that it could be a very accurate one.

The Second Millennium reveds God's atention to detail. He done had the perspective
that we now can share as we look back on higtory from our vantage point in the Seventh
Millennium. It drengthens our fath to see his careful planning and his sngleness of
purpose, namely, the development of the "seed of promise” It deepens our love and
respect for his greatness as well, when we look back on man's hisory and see God
working while, a the same time, granting to dl mankind the full exercise of ther own
will. As we gpproach ever nearer to the glorious concluson of God's plan for blessng dl
the families of the earth, we can thank him and praise him for the many lessons he has for
us in the study of his Word. Meditating on God's careful guidance of his creation through
seven thousand years of history helps us appreciate the apostle Peter's words, "one day
with the Lord is as 1000 years and 1000 years as one day" (2 Peter 3:8).



The Third Millennium

A Covenant-Keeping God

In blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the
heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate
of his enemies, and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed,; because thou
hast obeyed my voice.—Genesis 22:17,18

Two thousand years had passed since God, in sentencing the serpent for his role in
decelving Eve, made the promise "I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shdl bruise thy head, and thou shdt bruise his hed"
(Geness 3:15).

Now, ealy in man's third millennium, this promise of a seed is reterated dong with
important additional details. Not only would this seed bruise the serpent’s head, it would
actively bless dl the families of the earth. The source of the seed was aso narrowed
down to one family line he would come from the descendants of Abraham. The
implication was that the seed would be composed of two parts. one heavenly "as the gars
of the heaven," another earthly, "as the sand which is upon the sea shore.”

Over the short term the descendants of Abraham became the nation of Isradl, but the
larger fulfillment, that of the "dars of the heaven," is defined by the apodtle Paul: "Now
to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many;
but as of one, and to thy seed, which is Chrigt. . . . And if ye be Chrig’s, then are ye
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.—Gadatians 3:16,29

The entire sory of the fird two thousand years of man is found in the firs fourteen
chapters of Genesis and the book of Job. It takes fifteen entire books of the Bible to relate
the narrative of the next thousand years.

God's dedings with mankind during the first period can be divided into four sections. 1)
the lives of the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; 2) the bondage of the Isradlites in
Egypt; 3) the exodus and journey to the promised land; 4) the period of Isradl’ s judges.

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

Faith was the test God placed upon the firgt three patriarchs. Abraham’s faith was tested,
fird by his willingness to leave his hirthplace foran unknown destination and to which the
providence of God would direct him (Genesis 12:1-3). His second test of faith was in his
patient waiting upon God to provide an heir even after his body, then "dead,” and his wife
Sarah being beyond the age of child-bearing (Romans 4:19). A third test was that, even
though he had been promised the land of Canaan, he refused to clam t before the time
tha God indicated (Hebrews 11:9). But the ultimae test of his fath was in his
willingness to offer his long-awated and only son as an offering unto God (Hebrews



11:17-19). Each time he passed the test of faith the promise was repeated until it was
given in the form found in our theme text.

This covenant promise was repeated to Issac as an inheritance: "The LORD appeared
unto him, and sad, Go not down into Egypt;, dwdl in the land which | shdl tell thee of:
sojourn in this land, and | will be with thee, and will bless theg for unto thee, and unto
thy seed, | will give al these countries, and | will perform the oath which | sware unto
Abraham thy father; and | will make thy seed to multiply as the dars of heaven, and will
give unto ty seed al these countries; and in thy seed shdl dl the nations of the earth be
blessed; because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my
commandments, my datutes, and my laws' (Genesis 26:2-5).

By faith Issac passed this blessng to his son Jacob. The biblical hisorian sums it up
concisdly: "Even of the covenant which he made with Abraham, and of his oath unto
Isaac; and hath confirmed the same to Jacob for a law, and to Isragl for an everlagting
covenant, saying, Unto thee will | give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance” (1
Chronicles 16:16,17).

This promise of the land of Canaan for an everlasing dwelling place was explicitly stated
in the origind covenant given in Geness 157, "And he sad unto him, | am the LORD
that brought thee out of Ur of the Chadees, to give thee this land to inherit it." However
God dso told Abraham that even though Canaan was to be his promised home, this
would not be fulfilled until 400 years of &ffliction had passed (Genesis 15:13).

Israel in Egypt

The hand of God was manifest in this move to a foreign land. Jacob's favorite son,
Joseph, was sold by his ten jedous brothers as a dave to a Midianite caravan which, in
turn, placed him with the Egyptian generad Potipher. Although an exceptiona servant, he
was accused by Potipher’s frustrated wife of sexua impropriety and was placed in prison.
Rigng to the pogtion of a trustee, his successful interpretation of the dreams of Pharaoh's
butler and vaet eventualy brought him to the notice of the Egyptian monarch.

Joseph was cdled upon to interpret the king's dreams of seven lean cows which
consumed seven fa cows. He correctly predicted from this that Egypt would have seven
years ofplenty followed by seven years of famine. Impressed with the young Hebrew's
sagecity, Pharaoh made him his vicegerent and adminidrator of a massve food Storage
program. In the course of time, Jacob and his family fdt the effect of the famine and,
after Joseph was reconciled with his brothers, the family moved to Egypt where they
were granted prime land in the Nile delta area of Goshen.

After many years, another dynasty arose in Egypt who were not kindly disposed to the
Hebrews dweling among them. Seeing how the descendants of Jacob had been blessed
with an exceptiondly high population increase (some two million by this time) the new
Pharaoh decreed that dl the male Hebrew children should be dain a birth. This policy



does not gppear to have been effective, congdering the high population of Israd some
eghty years later.

In at least one notable case, this decree of death was not carried out. A couple by the
name of Amram and Jochebed gave birth to their third child, Moses. Unable to protect
him for long from the watchful eyes of Pharaoh's soldiers, Jochebed entrusted the infant
to the Lord and placed him in a basket in the waters of the river Nile where he was
noticed and adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter. In one of the many drange twists of
providence 0 evident in God's dedings with his chosen people, the Egyptian princess
selected Jochebed as the child's nurse maid and, presumably, tutor.

Moses was to become perhaps the mightiest leader and deliverer that Isragl was to have.
After a royd upbringing, his sense of judice compdled him to intervene in the unfar
treatment of a Hebrew dave by his Egyptian taskmadter. This resulted in his killing the
Egyptian. Shortly theresfter he sought to intervene in a struggle between two Isradlites.
Unwilling to accept his intervention, the two threastened to tdl the Egyptians about his
killing of the taskmaster.

Moses reaction, which we might take a first reading to be motivated by fear, was to flee
to the wilderness southeast of Egypt. The gpostle Paul, however, atributes this flight as
one of the examples of the outdanding faith of Moses. He writes. "By fath he forsook
Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invishble’
(Hebrews 11:27).

The forty years he spent in the Midianite wilderness evidently prepared him further for
the role he was to play. There his education of the sciences in Pharaoh's court was
supplemented by a fird-hand knowledge of desert conditions through which he was to
lead Igad. During this time he dso may have logt his fluency with the Egyptian language
for, when cdled by God to present the Isradlite’s cause for freedom, he demurred:
"Moses sad unto the LORD, O my Lord, | am not oquent, neither heretofore, nor since
thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but | am dow of speech, and of a dow tongue’
(Exodus 4:10).

It took considerable persuason on God's part and three remarkable signs at the burning
bush before Moses accepted his new assgnment. Even then he fet the need of an
interpreter, ajob filled by his brother Aaron.

Pharaoh, having found the daves a useful pool of free labor for his building enterprises,
was naturdly reluctant to let them go. As God had used signs to persuade Moses to go to
Pharaoh, now he used even more dramatic miracles to persuade the king to let the
Isradlites go. A series of miraculous plagues, each demondtrating the power of Jehovah
over one or ancther of the various Egyptian gods, was climaxed with a plague of degth.

So dramatic was this deliverance that it is celebrated even to this day by the Feast of
Passover, indtituted over 3000 years ago. This feast not only was to celebrate Isad’s
deliverance, but has served the Chrigtian as a powerful typica lesson of the saving power



of coming under the blood of "the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world"
(John 1:29).

The Exodus

Although, as Paul observes of Isradl, "by faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry
land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned" (Hebrews 11:29), that faith was
soon disspated by their wilderness experiences. A summary of their lack of fath is given
by the same gpodtle in 1 Corinthians 10:7-13, drawing the lesson in verse 6. "Now these
things were our examples, to the intent we should not lugt after evil things, as they dso
lusted.”

The dimax of this lack of fath was shown when, not long into the exodus, they reached
the borders of the promised land at Kadesh Barnea. There, after ten of twelve spies
brought back a fearful report that the people accepted, God promised his punishment
upon them: "Your children shdl wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your
whoredoms, until your carcasses be wasted in the wilderness. After the number of the
days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shdl ye bear
your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shdl know my breach of promise’ (Numbers
14:33,34).

The mistake of the ten spies who brought back a negative report was in comparing the
Canaanites with the Isradlites, while Caeb and Joshua, the other two spies, compared the
Canaanites to the God of Isradl.

Despite the unfaithfulness of the children of Isad, God remained faithful to his pat of
his covenant. He met ther doubts with miraces and their complaints with chastisements.
Moses, in his find address to the nation as recorded in the book of Deuteronomy,
summarizes their experiences—the good and the bad. This had its desred effect. The
generation of Igadites who crossed the Jordan showed a different spirit than their
forebears a Kadesh Barnea. Under the brilliant leadership of Joshua, and with the
sterling example of Caeb, they quickly conquered much of the promised land.

The Law and the Tabernacle

God, in carrying out his part of the covenant, gave Israd two gifts during their time in the
wilderness: a law to govern their actions and a tabernacle br their worship. The law was
composed of four main sections the mora code, the ceremonid laws, rules of worship,
and a dietary code. These laws proved to be beyond their ability to keep. Nevertheless,
they were uplifted from the conduct of the nations around them to the degree that they
tried to apply these dautes to ther individud lives. A beautiful ode to the practicd
effects of the law in persond lifeis penned in Psalm 119, the longest chapter in the Bible.

One of the man functions of the law is identified by the aposle Paul in Gdatians
3:23,24: "But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which
should afterwards be reveded. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto



Chrig, tha we might be judtified by faith." By keeping the perfect law, which Isragl had
been unable to do, Jesus demongrated his own perfection and right to be the her to dl
that the law promised.

The ceremonid and worship features of the law (and perhaps the dietary code as well)
contained types or illudrations for the Chrisian dispensation. Paul implies as much: "For
the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things,
can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continualy make the
comers thereunto perfect” (Hebrews 10:1). He eaborates on a great number of these
typical pictures throughout his exposition to the Hebrews.

Congquest of Canaan

Once they crossed the Jordan river into the promised land of Canaan, the Isradites faced
the problem of driving out its inhabitants. This was no easy task and it took some X
years to accomplish. Although God had given them the land, they had to work to conquer
it, to till it, and keep it cdean from the wild beests that threatened their herds and their
Ccrops.

God supplied them with an unlikdy dly inthe conquest of the former inhabitants—
svarms of hornets. "l will send hornets before thee, which shdl drive out the Hivite, the
Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before thee" (Exodus 23:28). We are not told just what
function these bees had, but perhgps they may have stung the enemy soldiers hiding in
the fiedd or behind trees, so that their reaction to the bee stings would cause them to
expose their postion. This would provide an apt lesson for the Christian today. While we
are respongble for fighting our own imperfections, the Lord asssts by exposing them to
us 0o that, identifying them, we can more successfully defeat them.

Even the ablity of the ndive inhabitants to reman in ther unconquered cities was
overuled by ther covenant-kegping God: "I will not drive them out from before thee in
one year; lest the land become desolate, and the beast of the fiddd multiply againgt thee.
By litle and little 1 will drive them out from before thee, until thou be increased, and
inherit theland" (Exodus 23:29,30).

Isradl’s bravery, however, did not lead them to a full conquest of the land. At times they
proved unable to didodge the inhabitants. "Yet the children of Manasseh could not drive
out the inhabitants of those cities but the Canaanites would dwel in that land. Yet it
came to pass, when the children of Isradl were waxen strong, that they put the Canaanites
to tribute; but did not utterly drive them out” (Joshua 17:12,13).

This lack of full conquering faith proved to remain a thorn in their sde for centuries. Not
only did some of these native inhabitants form coditions and rebd againg Israd, a far
greater danger was for the Israglites to assmilate the worship of the pagan gods of the
Canaanites.



Judges

It was just this pagan idolatry that proved to be the stumbling block to the Israglites in
their first period of possession, the period ruled by judges. The period of judges differed
from that of kings in its politicd organization. During the period of the judges the twelve
tribes of Isad were dlied in a loose federation with no centra organization. In contrast
the kings ruled over many tribes, with Saul and David (for 33 years of his 40-year reign)
ruling the entire nation.

A good example of this divison among the tribes was during the judgeship of Deborah
when lgad fought the armies of Hazor under their genera, Sisera Benjamin, Ephraim,
Issachar, Naphtai, and Zebulon joined forces with Deborah while Asher, Dan, and
Reuben declined to become involved (Judges 5:14-18).

During the period of the judges Isad frequently went into idolatry. This repetitive
pattern of idolatry, repentance, and deliverance is wel described in Judges 2:15-18:
"Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD was againg them for evil, as the
LORD had sad, and as the LORD had sworn unto them: and they were greatly
distressed. Neverthdess the LORD raised up judges, which delivered them out of the
hand of those that spoiled them. And yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but
they went a whoring after other gods, and bowed themsdves unto them: they turned
quickly out of the way which their fathers waked in, obeying the commandments of the
LORD; but they did not so. And when the LORD raised them up judges, then the LORD
was with the judge, and delivered them out of the hand of ther enemies dl the days of
the judge: for it repented the LORD because of thelr groanings by reason of them that
oppressed them and vexed them.”

As a result of no centrdized government, there was little enforcement of the divine law.
The net result was that every man felt free to live life the way he preferred. "In those days
there was no king in Israd: every man did that which was right in his own eyes' (Judges
21:25).

When corruption developed amongst the sons of Samud, Isad’s last judge, the tribes
clamored for a king like the other nations around them. This request not only displeased
Samud, but God dated that by so doing they were rgecting Jehovah as their king (1
Samud 8:7). The contrasting bad reign of Saul who was chosen by God after man's
desire, a man who was head and shoulders taler than his brethren (1 Samud 9:2), and the
good reign of David, a humble shepherd lad, is notable. Unfortunately, as the Davidic
dynasty unfolded, there were more who followed in the pattern of Saul than those who
followed in the pattern of David.

Thus it was, from the covenant with Abraham until the death of David, God maintained
his covenant with a wayward people. Their transgressons did not hinder his grace. He
was, indeed, a covenant-keeping God.



The Fourth Millennium

The Kingdom of Isragl

Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.—1 Samuel 8:5
David Rice

The fourth millennium from Adam covered the period of Israd’s kingdom, through and
including the period of the Maccabees in the second century BC when a messure of
independence was briefly restored.

The inditution of kings was & the ingstence of the Isradlites and was contrary to the
counsdl of the Lord who sad, "they have rgected me, that |1 should not reign over them”
(1 Samud 8:7). Samud warned them of the dangers, conscription and taxation, and these
grew s0 heavy on the people as time passed that they demanded relief of Solomon's son
Rehoboam. When he threatened to increase the burden, the kingdom was rent in two. The
greater part formed the ten-tribe kingdom ruled from Tirzah, later Samaria. To the line of
David ruling from Jerusdem were left only Judah and Benjamin, together with the
Levites,

Of course the lgadites had some legitimate concerns. Samud had grown old and his
sons who served as assistants "turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted
judgment.” Then dl the dders of Israd requested a king (1 Samud 8:1-5). Also, Israel
had recently experienced 40 years of oppresson by the Philistines (Judges 131, 1
Samud 7). Naturdly they felt the need of a strong military leader such asaking.

Although the pressure of these issues was strong, there is never a good reason to rgect
the counsd of the Lord. It was a test of faith for the Isradlites which they faled. It would
have been better had they come to Samud with their concerns, and asked counsdl of the
Lord for aremedy.

A recent documentary on state-sponsored gambling showed politician after politician
acknowledging that date lotteries were probably "moraly wrong, but" followed by
reasons for having them anyway. Do we bow to lesser concerns when principles are a
gake? Or do we take our stand on principle and faith, fully prepared to accept temporal
disadvantage as a consequence?

Among the brethren today, there is probably no greater threst than lack of reverent
devation to the Lord's principles, and a rgection of the influence, false hopes, and empty
rewards of worldliiness. Many in ther pursuit of eathly advantage sacrifice Spiritud
interests. Sometimes meeting becomes irregular, and others are induced to follow this
poor example. Paul saw this tendency aso, and counsded the brethren: "Let us not hold
doof from our church meetings, as some do. Let us do al we can to hep one another’s



fath" (Hebrews 10:25, Phillips). If followed, the Lord's advice will correct this tendency:
"Seek ye firgt the kingdom of God, and his righteousness' (Matthew 6:33).

The First Three Kings

Saul, David, and Solomon, the only kings to rule a united Isradl, each reigned 40 years.
The number 40 is a symbol of trid, testing, judgment, and these reigns represent three
ages of trid and judgment in God' s plan: the Jewish, Gospd, and Millennid ages.

Saul’s reign represents the Jewish age and Saul represents the Isradlites who were
disobedient and cast off a our Lord's first advent. David's reign represents the Gospel
age and his victories represent the victories of fath in the present time. Solomon, in glory
and peace, represents the kingdom of Christ which will spread worldwide. The 120 years
of the united kingdom pardles the 120 years of Moses life which was likewise divided
into three periods of 40 years, each of which represents the same ages.

It is possible that relics from Saul’s reign are extant today, in the form of correspondence
with the king of Egypt. This suggestion is in Pharaohs and Kings, a 1995 book by David
Rohl. A number of clay tablets from El-Amarna in Egypt were discovered by a peasant
woman in 1887; this archive eventudly produced over 380 tablets. There were diplomatic
letters between Egypt and the "Great Kings' of Babylon, Assyria, Haiti (Turkey),
Alashiya (Cyprus), and Mitanni (between Haiti and Assyrid), and dso with the lesser
kings of Canaan. Among these is correspondence from and about one "Labayu" which is
sad to mean "the Lion of Yah"—King Saul. Rohl’s case for this seems compelling:

Saul was killed in battle by the Philigtines, Labayu was killed in battle by
kings from the west.

Saul’s enemies were the Philisines, Labayu's enemies included the kings
of Gath and Ashkeon, which were Philigtine cities (1 Samue 6:17).

Saul’s body was dislayed on the "wal of Bethshan" (1 Samud 31:10); in
the Amarna tabl ets the troops of the western codition occupied Bethshan.

After Labayu's death his adversaries complain of the "sons' of Labayy;
the Scriptures indicate Saul’s kingdom was temporarily divided between
his son Eshbad and his sor-in-law David.

In the tablets Labayu's successor is Mutbad (Canaanite, "man of bad");
Saul's successor was Eshbad (Hebrew: "man of bad"—1 Chronicles
8:33).

This connection has not been embraced by the scholarly world because the dates
traditionaly assgned to the kings of Egypt involved in this correspondence are earlier
than the time of Saul and David. However, Rohl presents good evidence that Egyptian
higtory for this period has been incorrectly dated.



The Sure Mercies of David

King David wanted to build a temple for the Lord. He mnsulted the prophet Nathan who
encouraged him to proceed. But that night the Lord directed Nathan to change his
counse, and David was told that the honor of this building would be for his son: "He
ghdl build an house for my name, and | will sablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. |
will be his father, and he shdl be my son. If he commit iniquity, 1 will chasten him with
the rod of men, and with the dripes of the children of men: but my mercy shdl not depart
away from him, as | took it from Saul, whom | put away before thee. And thine house
and thy kingdom shal be established forever” (2 Samud 7:13-16).

This was a remarkable promise, later refered to in Psam 89:27-37, and 4ill later in
Issiah 55:3 where it is termed "the sure mercies of David." For Solomon's sins the Lord
rebuked him greetly, even rending his son Rehoboam’s kingdom in two. But God dways
preserved the throne in Jerusdem for a seed of David. In the northern kingdom severd
dynasties came and went, but in the southern kingdom the throne passed only to the
descendants of David.

Twice this kingly line was in peril, but the Lord preserved it on both occasons once
during the usurpation by Athdiah, daughter of Jezebe, when the priest Jehoiada
preserved the child Joash for seven years (2 Chronicles 23), and again in the days of
wicked king Ahaz when lsaigh assured him that his sSns notwithstanding, God would
preserve the kingly line from the congpirators (Isaiah 7:1-7).

Ultimatdly the promise is secure through David's son Jesus those who are Chridt’'s are
co-inheritors with him. Thus Revedation indicates the saints reign as kings with Chrigt

during the kingdom.

David and Melchizedek

Melchizedek was the king of Sdem—later caled Jeusdem (Psam 76:2—to whom
Abraham paid tithes and from whom he received bread and wine. About a thousand years
later Méechizedek is mentioned in a psam about David and Jesus, the son of David: "The
Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou at a priest for ever after the order of
Méechizedek" (Psalm 110:4).

Whether the immediate successor of Melchizedek was a godly man we do not know, but
in time the rulers of that city became ungodly, as evidenced in Adoni-zedek whom
Joshua dew (Joshua 10:1). The first known godly ruler of the city theresfter was David
who conquered the city and moved his capitd there. Combining David the "king—
Mechi in Hebrev—and the priest of David's time "Zadok," produces "Mechi-Zadok."
Vowes did not exig in ancient Hebrew so this could as easly be rendered "Méchi-
Zedek."

Much later after the kingdom had ended and the Isradlites returned from captivity under
Zerubbabel (of royd seed) and Joshua (the priest), the theme of Melchizedek, though



with out that name, regppeared. Joshua (Hebrew for Jesus) was made to picture the
coming Jesus, who would unite both offices in himsdf. "Take dlver and gold, and make
crowns, and st them upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest . . .
saying . . . Behold the man whose name is The Branch . . . he shdl build the temple of the
Lord. .. and he shdl be apriest upon histhrone"' (Zechariah 6:11-13).

Note that Zerubbabel, a descendant of David, appears in the genealogies of both Joseph
(Matthew 1) and Mary (Luke 3), as though to mark him as a picture of the coming
Messiah.

Later, following the Maccabean revolt of 167 BC, the Maccabean rulers who were of the
priegly line joined the offices again. Probably this dso was a foreshadowing of the
coming Messah who would incorporate both offices. Zechariah 9:13 seems to be a
prophetic reference to the Maccabean revolt, and it is embedded in a context which is
prophetic of Messah: "I have bent Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephram, and raised
up thy sons, O Zion, againg thy sons, O Greece, and made thee as the sword of a mighty
man" (verse 13). "Regoice gregtly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusdem:
behold thy King cometh unto thee he is judt, and having sdvation; lowly, and riding
upon an ass, and upon a colt the fodl of an ass' (verse 9).

The Kingdom of Israel Falls

The northern ten tribes of Isael fel to the Assyrians during the time of Hezekiah, and
thesouthern two tribes of Judah fel to the Babylonians during the time of
Nebuchadnezzar, more than a century later. We properly date the beginning of Israd’s
seven times of naiond punishment, 2520 years, from the latter episode, as suggested by
Leviticus 26:31-36. This terminated with World War |, which released the land of Israd
from the Ottoman Empire and darted it on the road to becoming a nationd homeand for
the Jewish people. The last 1260 years of this span was gpproximately the time the land
of Isradl had been dominated by the Sunni Modems.

There is dso a pardld period of 2520 years from the fdl of the northern ten tribes. This
period terminates about 1799, a the end of the 1260 years of Papd rule (Danid 7:25;
12:7). Following this and as a result of the Napoleonic wars and the bresking up of old
kingdoms, the Jewish people began to gppreciate some increased liberties.

The find downfdl of Judah, the lagt remnant of the kingdom of Isradl, was seded as a
result of the arocities of King Manasseh. "[He] built agan in the high places, which
Hezekiah his father had broken down, and he reared up dtars for Baaim, and made
groves, and worshipped dl the hogt of heaven, and served them . . . he built dtars for dl
the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lord. And he caused his children
to pass through the fire in the valey of the son of Hinnom: aso he observed times, and
used enchantments, and used witchcraft, and dedt with a familiar spirit, and with
wizards. he wrought much evil in the dght of the Lord, to provoke him to anger. And he
st a carved image, the idol which he had made, in the house of God . . . Manasseh made
Judah . . . do worse than the heathen, whom the Lord had destroyed before the children of



lsrad” (2Chronicles 33:3-9). "Moreover Manasseh shed innocent blood very much, till he
had filled Jerusdlem from one end to another” (2 Kings 21:16).

Manasseh was punished. He was bound and carried to Babylon where he repented and
was subsequently restored. He tried to undo his mistakes, but after he died his son Amon
reverted. Josah his successor was a godly king, but the sns had risen too far to be
excused: "My wrah shdl be kindled againg this place, and shal not be quenched' (2
Kings 22:17). Josdah himsdf was spared by having the punishments take place after his
desth.

Even then God would have preserved the kingdom though subject to Babylon had the last
king Zedekiah cooperated with the Lord. But he would not, so God took them away. The
remnant which were permitted to say would not believe Jeremiah’s assurances and fled
to Egypt, only to suffer again when Nebuchadnezzar inveded there. The kingdom was
broken and the land desolated.

Returning to the Land

After Babylon's power was broken God brought the Isradlites back, though thereafter
communities of Igadites continued for centuries in the various places they had been
dispersed. The first part of the return was under Cyrus as a result of a decree in his first
regna year cited in Ezra 1:2-4.

This decree was logged into the officid records of the Persan Empire. Seventeen years
later there was found "at Achmetha, in the paace that is in the province of the Medes' a
decree specifying even the sze of the temple to be restored in Jerusdem (Ezra 6:1-6).
Because of this document the Israglites were dlowed to complete their temple which had
been stopped by accusations from Isradl’ s enemies shortly after the rebuilding had begun.

More than six decades later Ezra returned to Jerusalem with a decree from Artaxerxes,
but after some initia rebuilding work he dso was stopped. Then 13 years later Nehemiah
received a commission to proceed (Nehemiah 2:1-8).

Nehemiah 5:14 contains a reference to Artaxerxes 32nd year, and records appended in
Nehemiah 12:10-12 and 22 mention the priesthood through the days of Jaddua, evidently
the high priest who greeted Alexander a the gates of Jerusdem in 332 BC. This mention
of Jaddua is the latest higtoricd record inthe Old Testament. “In that case his name must
have been inserted by "the great Synagogue after the Scripture canon had been made up
by Ezra (cad06 BC)" (McClintock and Strong, "Jaddua").

The Maccabean Revolt

The intervening higory to the next mgor episode is covered in Danid 11. After
Alexander's death the kingdom was divided among his generds. Syria, governed by the
Sdeucids, and Egypt, governed by the Ptolemys, repestedly impacted Isradl, usudly in
devadtating ways, until the rise of Anchious Epiphanes of Syriain 175 BC.



About this time a group of renegade Jews encouraged the people to integrate themselves
with the Gentile peoples about them, noting the cdamities which had repeatedly come
and suggeding they might escape further difficulties. This proposal was widdly approved
and pagan customs began to infuse Judea.

In 169 BC Antiochus thought to invade Egypt, and on return from his successful venture
he plundered the temple a Jerusdem. Two years later he determined to thoroughly
Hdlenize Judea. "Those of the people who were ready to betray the law dl thronged to
their sde in large numbers. Their wicked conduct throughout the land drove Isradl into
hiding in every possible place of refuge’ (IMaccabees 1:52,53).

In 167 BC on the 15th day of Kidev (December 7, Julian cdendar) Antiochus profaned
the dtar, built in its place an dtar to Zeus, outlawed the practice of Jewish rdigious
customs, and imposed a reign of terror in which many perished because of their faith.

An ddely priest, Mattathias son of John, could desst no more. As an gpodate
goproached the pagan dtar with an offering, Mattathias "shaking with passon and in a
fury of righteous anger, rushed forward and cut him down on the very dtar. At the same
time he killed the officer sent by the king to enforce sacrifice, and demolished the pagan
dtar" (1IMaccabees 2:24,25). He chdlenged everyone to stand for the covenant and join
him in organized resstance, which many did.

Mattathias died the following year leaving his five sons to guide the revolt including
Simeon as counsdor and his brother Judas Maccabaeus as genera of the forces. Against
great odds they began to preval evidently through the blessng of the Lord as intimated
in Zechariah 9:13.

"Early on the 25th day of the ninth month, the month of Kidev, in the year 148 [164 BC],
sacrifice was offered, as lad down by the law, on the newly congtructed dtar of whole-
offerings. On the anniversary of the day of its desecration by the Gentiles, on tha very
day it was dedicated by hymns of thanksgiving . . . All the people prostrated themselves
in worship and gave praise to Heaven for prospering their cause. They celebrated the
dedication of the atar for eight days.—1 Maccabees 4:52-56

As time passed, the blessings of this reform lgpsed into a further coldness. Nevertheess,
this revival of Jewish hopes and Jewish prospects was no doubt providentidly directed as
a preparation for the blessngs to come with the turn of the next Millennium and the
advent of Messiah.



The Fifth Millenium

Unnatural Rapid Growth

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a
grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: which indeed is the
least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a
tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.—Matthew
13:31,32

Michad Brann

Perhgps more than any other preceding period, the fifth millenium held out to mankind
the most hope and promise. During the 4000 years prior, the Scriptures conssting of the
law, the prophets and the Psalms often pointed to this time. In particular they spoke of the
coming of a Savior into the world to save the people from their ans. (See Luke 24:44;
John 1:45; 5:39.) At the time of Jesus first advent, it is written, "And as the people were
in expectation, and al men mused in ther hearts of John, whether he were the Chrig, or
not"—referring to their hopes of what he would accomplish for their savation.

Great Expectations

Even the footstep followers of Jesus entertained certain hopes and expectations
concerning God's promised kingdom to soon come. Note their anxious concern for it
expressed in Acts 1.6, "So when they met together, they asked him, Lord, are you a this
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel 7

These followers of the Lord, dong with many who had entertained certain expectations
concerning Jesus during his first advent, held correct concepts but their expectations as to
when they were to be accomplished was a bit off target. Note Jesus reply to the disciples
in Acts 1:7,8, "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has st by his own
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will
be my witnessesin Jerusalem, and in al Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

The Lord, not wishing to disgppoint them by dating that their expectations would not be
fully met for another 2000 years, encouraged them to wait patiently for the time when his
heavenly Father would decide the matter for the kingdom to begin. He further advised
that they dlow the influence of the soirit of God to guide and direct them until the due
time would come. In the meantime, he suggested that they would be kept busy preaching
the kingdom message to both Jews and Gentiles, "to the ends of the earth.”

Those who heeded the words of our Lord did just as he commanded. They gathered
together for felowship, communion, and prayer to receive more of God's holy spirit
adong with the knowledge, wisdom, and grace it imparted to them. With boldness and
humility they preached the gospe beginning in Jerusdem and extending unto the ends of



the civilized world, most notebly Africa and Ada Wha an excdlent dat this fifth
Millenium hed!

Sadly, and much to the chagrin of the humble followers of the Lord, the modest hopes
and expectations which they now entertained soon became grosdy distorted by a
combination of world conditions and ambitious men. The Lord had origindly taught his
disciples to expect they would be a little flock, to suffer for righteousness sake, to expect
persecution and be hated by the world. The new view about to come into vogue was that
they should be large in number, to be ddivered from the persecutors, and unite with the
civil powers of thisworld!

The writings of the apostles confirmed Jesus teachings and were in direct oppostion to
the changes about to occur. Paul says "If we endure, we shdl dso reign with him" (2
Timothy 2:12). John tedtifies, "Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you" (1 John
3:13). James adds, "Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?
Whosoever therefore will be afriend of the world is the enemy of God" (James 4:4).

Three Parables

In the series of seven parables given in Matthew 13, the Lord appears to give a brief
account of the Chrigian church from its beginning to its concluson, tha is, from the
beginning of the Gospel age until the beginning of the kingdom. If so, we would expect
to draw some pertinent information from these regarding the church during the period of
the fifth millenium. We suggest that the firg three of these parables covers the time from
Jesus until  gpproximatdy AD 1157, thus quite clearly giving us some information
concerning the fifth Millenium.

The first parable (Matthew 13:18-23) portrays the sowing work begun by Jesus and his
disciples and sats the tone for the work of the Gospd age preaching the kingdom
message and letting it have its effects on various classes of mankind. Various levels of
acceptance are illudrated as to how this message would be received during the age,
ranging from complete regjection to total acceptance. This parable also corresponds to the
firg of the seven churches (Revdation 2:1-7) and itstime is AD 29-70.

The second parable (Matthew 13:24-30) begins by describing the time shortly after the
degth of the last apodtle ("while men dept"—verse 25). It further suggedts that the Lord
would permit a contamination of the truth to both occur and continue until the time of
harvest a the end of the age. This parable corresponds to the second of the seven
Revdation churches (Revelation 2:8-11) and itstimeis AD 70-313.

This period marked a smdl but dramatic change in the development of the church. The
gpogile Paul wrote to the Thessdonians about some who had begun teaching that the Day
of Christ had begun. He confirms the parables of Jesus by saying that this day of Chrigt
(the return of the Lord and the establishment of his kingdom) would not commence until
there had come a "fdling away" and that "that man of dn be reveded’ (2 Thessdonians
21-12).



Regarding the beginnings of antichrigt the gpodtle John adds, "Little children, it is the last
time and as ye have heard that artichris shdl come, even now ae there many
antichrists, whereby we know that it is the last time. They went out from us, but they
were not of us, for if they had been of us they would no doubt have continued with us
but they went out, that they might ke made manifest that they were not dl of us” (1 John
2:18,19) He dates that the seeds of antichrist, the man of sin, were also a work and came
from those who had been associated with the church.

The Mustard Seed Parable

The third parable (Matthew 13:31,32) describes a time of phenomena growth and
development. It is interesting to note that this tree grew from an herb plant. Trees do not
do this This suggests something extraordinary and unnaiurd, hence something of a
dubious nature.

This is exactly what happened. The church, origindly intent on staying separate from the
world and worldly governmental arrangements, actudly combined to become a church
date power in its own right. This was contrary to the will of the Lord and it became
something other than what was intended. This church-state power is known as the

Papacy.

The revdaor cdls this church dage "Pergamos” Two defini-tions fit the picture.
According to Thayer's Lexicon, Pergamos means "earthly devation.” Others have
suggested a combination of two Greek words, per meaning much or grest and gamos
meaning marriage, thus a great marriage. Either explanation describes the Stuation. The
church, once conddered to be a virgin waiting for her Lord to return as bridegroom, took
a husband (the worldly government of Rome) and rose from a postion of obscurity and
humility to one of ruling supremacy. Compaing this pardble to the third church
mentioned in Reveation 3:12-17 reveds further details. This parable covers the time
from gpproximately 313-1157 AD, thus extending into the early years of the sxth
millenium.



Highlights of the Fifth Millennium
Here are some highlights from higtory:

BC2 Date of Chrit’sBirth

AD33 Jesus Crucified

68-70 Jerusdem destroyed; Chrigians flee in advance

98-100 Last of the Apostles (John) dies

180 Dedline of the Roman Empire begins

284 Diocletian begins the reorganization of the Empire

248-610 The Roman Empire goesinto sharp decline and Chrigtianity rises
draméticaly

303-313 Diocletian severely persecutes Chrigtians

306 Constantine becomes Emperor, signs edict of Milanin 313
establishing apoalicy of toleration for Chrigtians

325 Condantine organizes the Council of Niceato resolve the conflict
between Arians and Athanasians over the relationship between God the
Father and Jesus

380 Emperor Theodosus declares Chridtianity the sole religion of the
Empire

539 The defeat of the Ogtrigoths by Belisarius, a Roman generd under
orders of the Pope, marks the setting up of the supremacy of the Papacy.
(SeeVolume 3, Thy Kingdom Come, pages 68- 70, and Beauties of the
Truth, June 1981. This date marks the beginning of the 1260, 1290, and
1335 days of Daniel.)

800 Charlemagne crowned Emperor by the Pope in Rome.

955 John XI1 becomes Pope a age 18 illugtrating the decline of the
Roman church. The mgority of popes a this time are sons of powerful
Roman families, corrupt, and incompetent

1095 Pope Urban Il summons the first Crusade

This timeline of higory affirms the teachings of Jesus. It demondrates the sowing work
of the Gospel age produced both wheat and tares (the tares being exceedingly prolific and
dominant) and the development of a great church-sate system offering to protect those
who join themsdves to it. It further demongrates the corruption of the Pgpa system and
sts the stage for honest and sincere men to investigate its clams and practices in the
light of the holy Scriptures.

Two men dand out a this time Saint Francis of Asss (1181-1226) and Peter Waldo
who led the Wadensian movement around 1173. As H G. Wells writesin The Outline of
History: "There seems to be little difference between the teaching and the spirit of St
Francis and Wddo. Both men were passionately enthusiastic for the spirit of Jesus of
Nazareth. But while Waldo rebelled againgt the church, St. Francis did his best to be a
good child of the church.”



Thus the fifth millennium which began with such great promise ends in 874 AD with the
church a nearly its lowest spiritua ebb.



The Sixth Millennium

The Man of Sin Revealed

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.—2
Thessalonians 2:3

Carl Hagensick

Chridianity was a its lowest ebb in the ninth and tenth centuries. Grruption was rife in
both the church and the Empire. Immordity was rampant amongst both priests and nuns.
The right to wear the papd tiara was blatantly sold to the highest bidder. In truth, the
church-gate entity cdled the Holy Roman Empire was neither holy nor Roman nor an
empire. It was the darkest of the dark ages. As Baron Acton so aptly phrased it, "Power
tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutdy.” The church had reached its
nadir; there was no place to go but up.

This corruption had not taken Jehovah by surprise. He anticipated it, and the apostles
predicted that there would be such an gpostasy. Even in the very early days of the church
Paul had written that "the mystery of iniquity doth dready work” (2 Thessaonians 2.7)
and John dated "ye have heard tha antichrig shdl come, even now ae there many
antichrigs" (1 John 2:18). Many details of the rise of this sysem were predicted in the
Pergamos and Thyatira periods of the church (Reveldion 2).

During man's sxth millennium o the earth, it was time to expose this system, wesaken its
underpinnings, and prepare it for its judgment and remova. The early beginnings of this
activity by God can be traced as far back as the ninth century of the Chrigtian era.

Schisms

The unity of the Roman Catholic church recalved a shattering blow in 867 when Phaotius,
patriarch of Congtantinople, deposed the dtting pope, Nicholas I, laying the foundations
for the Eagtern Orthodox, or Byzantine church. This divison was not only adminidtrative,
it had doctrind connotations as wdl. Influenced by Frankish missonaries to Bulgaria,
Photius favored a revised adaptation of the Nicene creed. The words of the origind creed,
"from the Father," were replaced with the more Arian sounding, "from the Father and the
son." Although a reconciligtion was eventudly effected, this lad the basis for the
permanent schism of 1054.

A second schism took place in the Western, or Romish church, in a rivary between the
papd clamants a Avignon, under French influence, and those in Rome. The papd throne
had been in Avignon since 1308, but it was notuntil 1378 that a rift openly developed
which was not settled until the Council of Congtance (1414-18) when dl damants to the
papal throne were displaced and near-unanimous consent was given to the eection of



Pope Martin V on November 11, 1417. Still one more short term schism occurred shortly
thereafter with the eection of the "antipope” Fdix V. This was short-lived however, and
Felix abdicated the throne in 1449.

The Bible in the Vernacular

A mgor source of the clergy’s power over the laity came from a refusal to have the Bible
trandaed into the native languages of paishioners. All versons were in Latin which only
the educated could read. This enabled the clergy b control the interpretation of the text
and formulate a united creed for the church. Independent Bible study was impossble.
The Revdator poeticdly refers to this as a time when God's two witnesses, the Old and
New Testament, "shdl prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in
sackcloth” (Reveation 11:3).

The firgt native language into which the Bible was trandated was Savic. Since there was
no written Savic language at the time, one had to be invented. Two Greek missonaries,
brothers in the flesh, Cyril and Methodius, developed a written aphabet based on the
Greek, cdled Glagolictic. Later this was refined into the Cyrillic aphabet, widdy used
today in Russa and the Ukraine This Savic trandation was completed about 864.
Widespread oppostion from the German clerics to trandaing into the vernacular led to
Cyril’simprisonment in 870.

The Church in the Wilderness

The same time period that the two witnesses prophesy in the sackcloth of dead languages
(1260 days, or symbolicaly, 1260 years) is mentioned repestedly in the Bible It is
generdly agreed by many sudents of the Bible that this period extends from the politica
establishment of the papacy (as a result of the battle of Ravena in 539) to the collgpse of
that political power when the pope died as a prisoner of Napoleonic Francein 1799.

One of the places where this time period appears is Reveation 12:6. The true church of
God is described as a woman fleeing a dragon (the pagan Roman empire). "And the
womean fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should
feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.”

During the sixth millennium, various groups of Chrigians were literdly forced to do just
thatin order to avoid persecution and death by the reigning church. These incduded the
Albigenses and Wadenses in the thirteenth century and the Anabaptists in the Sixteenth.

Oppostion to the wilderness church led to the indtigation of harsh punishments againgt
hereticd Chrigians. At fird, under the episcopd inquistion authorized by the Lateran
Councils of 1139, 1179, and 1215, the pendty for heresy was confined to imprisonment
and confiscation of property. This soon was superseded by the papd inquisition indituted
by Pope Gregory IX in 1231 which mandated that heretics be seized by the secular
authorities and burned.



Stll harsher methods of torture were incorporated in the specid Spanish Inquidtion
endorsed by Pope Sixtus IV in 1483 under the infamous grand inquisitor Torquemada.
These excesses seem to be the "depths of Satan” referred to in the Thyatira period of the
church (Revelaion 2:24).

The Morning Star

To the church a Thyadira is granted the promise "I will give him the morning da”
(Reveation 2:28). John Wydliffe (1328-1384) is widdy known as "the morning dar of
the Reformation.” Certanly his reforms in England and northern Europe, dong with
those of John Huss (1372-1415) in eastern Europe were the precursors of the Great
Reformetion.

Both reformers owed their disenchantment of the edtablished church to the politicd
debates arigng from the Great Schism in Catholicism. Both rgected the authority of the
Roman See. In 1378, Wycdliffe published a strong denunciation of Rome in his paper De
Protestate Papea (On Papd Power). Here he lad the foundations on which the
Reformation would be built—the lack of biblicd bads for papa authority, the primacy of
Scripture, and the need for extensve theologica reform. Although he died a naturd
desth, his views were condemned in 1415 and his bones were ordered exhumed and
burned.

The Great Reformation

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther nailled his famous ninety-five theses to the church
door in Wittenburg, Germany. This was the daion cdl tha haled the Great
Reformation. For the next 131 years, until the Peace of Westphdia under the Thirty
Years War in 1648, Protestants openly rebelled againgt the teachings and practices of the
Roman Catholic Church.

The Reformation cal was not only one for correction of church doctrines and practices, it
was dso a cry for ample judtice for those who had been mercilesdy dain and burned at
the dstake for ther rdigious bdiefs It is wdl captured in the fifth sed of Reveation:
"How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that
dwell on the earth?’ (Revelation 6:10).

While there were many chdlenges which reformation doctrine presented to the
established church, three stand out as most prominent.

1. Judtification by faith was a direct atack on the sysem of indulgences
which declared that donations to the mother church were efficacious in
shortening the time a soul must spend in purgatory after deeth. The abuse
of this system by such "rdigious sdesmen” as Johann Tetzd (1465-1519)
meade this the main object of attack by Luther.



2. The primacy of the Bible, dong with the encouragement of trandations
of the Scriptures into naive languages, undermined the authority of the
church as the sole interpreter of the word of God.

3. The priesthood of dl beievers further undercut the clericd office of the
ordained priesthood and opened the way for deeper individua probing into
the message of the Bible.

One of the first doctrines to be openly debated was a central one to the Romish theology
—the mass. The concept of transub-dantiation —teaching that the actual body and blood
of Chrig were miraculoudy replicated in the Eucharis—had gone unchdlenged for
centuries and been affirmed by every ecumenical council from 325 to 787 (History of the
Chrigtian Church, Phillip Scheef).

While Schaaf dates the challenging of the red presence of Chrigt in the Eucharigt as early
as the ninth century with the writings of Paschasius Radbert (volume 3, page 381), it was
not until the Reformation that the matter was openly discussed. Luther’s postion of
consubgtantiation, which holds that Chrigt is present not in but dong with the memorid
emblems, was only margindly different from the traditiona doctrine of the Mass A
Swiss reformer, Ulrich Zwingli, contested both of these opinions with the view that the
bread and wine of the Eucharist were merely symbols of Christ’s body and blood.

The Augsburg Confession

The winds of reform quickly swept throughout Europe. Such notable figures as John
Cdvin and Zwingli in Switzerland, John Knox in Scotland, and Philip Meanchthon soon
took up the cause. There was as much rivary as there was co-operation among the
reformers and brotherly love was not widdy manifest. Emperors were likewise brought
into the fray. In 1530, Charles V @led the Diet of Augsburg to attempt to bring peace to
Europe. Mdanchthon, one of the more moderate reformers, drafted the Augsburg
Confession as the credo for the reformist churches. He so designed it to be reatively open
to the Roman Catholic churches on the right and the non-Lutheran princes on the | ft.

Peace was not obtained. The Catholic church began its counter-reformation to squelch the
burgeoning Protestant movement. The Index of Forbidden Books was published and the
inquigtion took on renewed vigor in hunting down and persecuting the dissdents. New
religious orders, such as the Jesuits, were approved and the Council of Trent (1545-63)
was called to ded with the doctrind and disciplinary questions raised by the reformers.

Stll the conflict perssted. In 1618 a war broke out in Prague between the Catholics and
the Protestants. This war lasted for thirty years and findly ended with an uneasy truce
in1648, the Treaty of Wedphdia effectively dividing Europe into Catholic and
Protestant domains.



Pietism

Much of the ritud of Catholicism was adopted by the various Protestant denominations.
The dissdents followed the mother church by uniting with warring princes for secular
protection. Preaching was confined to theologica harsplitting and spiritudity waned in
the nascent Protestant movement. Time had again come for reform. Philip Jacob Spener
(1635-1705) issued a manifesto from his Frankfurt pulpit for a return to piety. The Reigt
movement was to set the stage for Hill further debates on the nature of savation.

A century later John Wedey and the newly-formed Methodist church began combating
the Cdvinig doctrine of prededtination (fixing on€s etend destiny a hbirth on the
arbitrary choice of God) with the concept of free grace (God's mercies being open to dl
who would respond). It was this softer, gentler, doctrine that introduced a spirit of
brotherhood into the Chritian church.

A Mighty Flood

"And to the woman were given two wings of a great eegle, that she might fly into the
wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and haf a time,
from the face of the serpent. And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after
the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood. And the earth helped
the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swalowed up the flood which the
dragon cast out of his mouth.—Revdation 12:14-16

The floods of truth spawned by the Reformation had politicd as wel as religious
overtones. The exposure of corruption in both church and empire gave rise to humanism
and the doctrine of the rights of man. As the doctrines of Protestantism weskened the
clericd power of the church of Rome, so riang concerns for human rights undermined
the politica power of the church-dtate system.

The philosophy of delsm, viewing God as an "absentee landlord,” was the foundation for
the waves of revolution which would besst the world in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries. Thomas Pane's tregtise, Common Sense, spurred on the American
degs, Thomas Jeferson, Benjamin Franklin, and George Washington in ther pursuit of
the American Revolution.

The French Revolution with its cadl for "Liberty, Fraternity, Equdity,” introduced anew
era in Europe. In 1793 Napoleon assumed command of a French revolutionary artillery
brigade and soon rose to become commander of the army. His Itdian and Egyptian
camnpaigns soon  edablished him in sufficient power to declare himsdf  emperor.
Disdaining tradition, Napoleon crowned himsdf as emperor in the presence of the pope.
The pope had been previoudy imprisoned by Genera Berthier for non-payment of levies
or fines. He died as a prisoner in France in 1799. These acts proved to be the turning
point in the decline of tempora power for the Papd system.



Power shifted back and forth between the populace and the roydty until 1830 when the
July Revolution in France was quickly followed by revolutions throughout Europe,
effectively weekening the premise of empire—the doctrine of the Divine Right of Kings.

The indudrid revolution saw the deveopment of a new type of working class. Ancient
craftsmen’s guilds were replaced by labor unions whose goa was to lift the working class
from being virtudly dave laborers to shaing in the profits of their labors. These
movements gave rise to the Communigs Manifeto of Kal Marx with its ringing cdl,
"Workers of the world, Unitel" The call of James 5:4 was heard loud and clear: "Behold,
the hire of the laborers who have regped down your fidds, which is of you kept back by
fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have regped are entered into the ears of the
Lord of sabaoth.”

The battle for socid justice raged across America as the anti-davery forces combated the
dave trade from Africa, findly resllting in the Civili Wa (1861-1865) and the
Emancipation Proclamation of Abraham Lincoln.

Anticipation

As the reigious world entered the last century of the sixth millennium, persond Bible
dudyintensfied. Of gpecid note was the rise in study on the second advent of Chrigt.
Prominent missionaries, such as J. A. Bengd in Europe and Joseph Wolfe in Asa, made
this message centrd in ther minisries. The issue became so prominent that it was
discussed at various times in the British parliament.

However, the intendty of Adventis fervor was most pronounced with the work of
William Miller from 1829 to 1844. As many as one in twenty American Chrigtians had
become followers of the predictions of Miller that Jesus would return in 1844. When their
anticipations falled to be redized, many continued to hold to ther prophetic vison,
repestedly predicting various dates until the year 1874 was sdttled upon by many Bible
students.

Charles Taze Russl fdt that this date was correct, but that the earlier Adventists had
misinterpreted both the manner and the object of this event. Russell taught that the return
was to be invisble, unnoticed by the world a large, and would be for the immediate
purpose of leveling society for the eventua establishment of peace upon the earth.

The great disappointment of 1844 had two effects. For some it encouraged even deeper
probing into the Bible's message. The nature of God, the nature of man, the condition of
the dead, the ransom, savation in heaven as wdl as on eath, dl came under close
scrutiny. Monumental  research projects resulted in the publication of exhaugtive Bible
concordances and lexicons. Sincere Bible scholars produced extensve verse by verse
commentaries on the Bible. The stage was set for the rediscoveries of long-hidden truths.
The groundwork was lad for the dimactic saventh millennium of mean, beginning in
1874.



The Seventh Millennium

The Law of the Leper—
A Lesson in Millennia Law*

Take heed in the plague of leprosy, that thou observe diligently, and do according to all
that the priests the Levites shall teach you: as I commanded them, so ye shall observe
to do.—Deuteronomy 24:8

David Stein

The agpogtle Paul assures us that "things written aforetime were written for our learning”
(Romans 15:4) and "dl these things heppened unto them for ensamples [typed]” (1
Corinthians 10:11). The idea behind these words is that God, knowing the end from the
beginning, has provided many indghts into the future outworking of his plan. To be sure,
these indghts are frequently couched in the vague language of symbol and type. To the
extent that these expressions are not clearly interpreted elsewhere in Scripture, we must
exercise caution and redtraint in our search for meaning. But search we should! The lack
of clarity and certainty in respect to these lessons should incite our interest rather than be
seen asa "no trespassing” sgn.

Leprosy is a terrible condition because of what it does to the human body. It was even
more of a scourge in the world of the past. Leprosy is mentioned often in the Scriptures
and for good reason. As with many of the experiences of the human family, God has
chosen to use the circumstance of leprosy to teach important lessons about his plan for
man’s redemption.

Leprosy as a Symbol

Leprosy appears to be recognized dmogt universdly by students of the Bible as a symbol
of gn and gnfulness. Specid indruction is provided in the lav of Moses that teaches
wonderful lessons not only about the sad condition of man's snfulness, but dso of God's
marvelous provisons for man's "cdeanang” from sn. These detals are given in Leviticus
chapters 13 and 14.



Some basic symbols used in these chepters help us to decipher the lessons. Not
aurprisngly, the interpretation of these basc symbols is the same throughout the
Scriptures which is exactly what we should expect if we have the correct meaning:

Aaron—High Priest = Jesus, our High Priest
Aaron’s sons = The church functioning as priests
Leprosy = Sin, sinfulness, the sinful condition
Lepers = Mankind in the kingdom.

These definitions provide the perspective concerning the law of the leper. The diagnoss
(chapter 13) and cleansing (chapter 14) of the leper was aresponsibility of the priests.
They had complete charge over the destiny of the leper. It isthe ministry of those priests
that leads our minds to asmilar ministry to be conducted by the Roya Priesthood toward
mankind during the kingdom. (See Revdaion 1.6; 5:10; 20:6.) Although the principa
application of these typesis future, nevertheless there are many lessons we can apply to
oursalves aswdll.

The Symptoms of Leprosy

"And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, saying' (Leviticus 13:1). The author of
sdvation is Jehovah God, our heavenly Father. It is Jehovah's words tha we ae
conddering. "When a man dhdl have in the skin of his flesh a rigng, a scab, or bright
goot, and it be in the skin of his flesh like the plague of leprosy; then he shdl be brought
unto Aaron the priet, or unto one of his sonsthe priests’ (Leviticus 13:2).

The symptoms are a "risng, a scab, or a bright spot.” A "riang" seems to apply wdl to
pride and its symptoms. Pride puffs up; it is a "risng' of the ego which causes
contention. There ae many things which give rise to pride. As Paul observed,
"Knowledge puffeth up" (1Corinthians 8:1). It is driking to remember that Paul is here
gpesking of the knowledge of God! The Pharisee of Luke 18:11 had a very bad "risng"
of this sort of pride. In the kingdom and now, the leprosy of pride must be cleansed to
receive God' s blessng.

The next symptom was a "scab." A scab covers a prior wound or sore. It is fresher than a
scar. If someone treated us badly in the past, we should resolve the problem and forgive.
But if we keep recdling it, it is like picking a scab. It does not eal. Note this apostolic
advice "Make draight peths for your fedt, that that which is lame be not turned out of the
way, but rather be heded. Follow after peace with dl men, and the sanctification without
which no man shdl see the Lord: looking carefully lest there be any man that fdleth short
of the grace of God; lest any root of hitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby the
many be defiled." —Hebrews 12:13-15

In the kingdom there will be plenty of opportunity to pick at scabs. Everyone's friends
and enemies will be thered But progress in becoming cdeansed from sn will require the
forgetting of past wounds. Hedling must occur. Thisis aso good advice for us today.



The last symptom is a "bright spot.” Paul mentions "the pleasures of dn" (Hebrews
11:25). Sin does have its pleasures—it is often appeding in gopearance. Eve's
perspective when she looked a the forbidden fruit in Eden is described in Genesis 3.6:
"When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the
eyes, and a tree to be desred to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did edt,
and gave dso unto her husband with her; and he did est.”

The fruit appeared dedrable! It was a "bright spot" and tempted her to eat it and bresk
God's law. That "bright spot" did indeed bresk out into leprosy for Eve. Mankind in the
kingdom must guard againgt such dlurements of Sin that may come to them.

Notice what must be done upon the firs sgn of leprous symptoms. "He shal be brought
unto Aaron the priest, or unto one of his sonsthe priests.”

When ay dgn of dn—Ileprosy—begins to manifest itsdlf, the one in whom it is seen
must be brought to the priest. Although mankind experienced the "exceeding sinfulness
of an,” they mus learn to identify even the firg subtleties of their sinful condition. Until
then, they are not competent to identify it. They must go to the priest for it is the priest
who knows and declares the truth of it. One might say, "I do not consder this risng, scab
or bright spot to be a poblem. In my opinion it is of no importance™ But the individud’s
opinion does not matter. What does the priest say?

Note that the man might not be willing to go to the priest because the text says "he shdl
be brought” unto the priest for ingpection.

Diagnosis and Treatment

"The pries shdl look on the plague in the skin of the flesh: and when the har in the
plague is turned white, and the plague in sght be deeper than the skin of his flesh, it is a
plague of leprosy: and the pries shdl look on him, and pronounce him unclean.—
Leviticus 13:3

In this case the dn of the individud is unmistakable. The plague turned the hair white and
progressed deeper than the skin. The degrading effect of Sin has gone beyond mistake and
begun to poison the individud. The priest cannot dlow this infection to oread in the
kingdom. The man is pronounced "unclean.”

If there is a question about the extent of the leprosy, another procedure is followed: "If
the bright spot be white in the skin of his flesh, and in Sght e not deeper than the skin,
and the hair thereof be not turned white then the priest shdl shut up him that hath the
plague seven days and the priest shdl look on him the seventh day: and, behold, if the
plague in his sght be a a stay, and the plague spread not in the skin; then the priest shall
shut him up seven days more: and the priest shdl look on him again the seventh day: and,
behold, if the plague be somewhat dark, and the plague spread not in the skin, the priest
ghdl pronounce him dean: it is but a scabh: and he shdl wash his clothes, and be
clean."—Leviticus 13:4-6



This is the procedure that was followed if the Aaronic priet was unsure. There is,
however, no uncertainty with the glorified Chris. Remember, however, that the kingdom
is for the education and uplift of mankind. If Sn is beginning to bresk out in someone by
behavior proscribed in the kingdom, that person and his behavior will be identified and
he will be marked out in some way within the community. Perhgps it may be something
gmilar to the way we ae indructed to trest those within our ecclesa who are divisve
"Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Chrig, that ye withdraw
yoursdves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which
he recelved of us For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly,
working not at al, but are busybodies. Now them tha are such we command and exhort
by our Lord Jesus Chrigt, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread. But ye,
brethren, be not weary in well doing. And if any man obey not our word by this episile,
note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count him
not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother."—2 Thessaonians 3:6,11-15

Paul is a bit stronger in Romans 16:17,18: "Now | beseech you, brethren, mark them
which cause divisons and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and
avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Chrigt, but their own bely;
and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the smple.”

This is not overt disfdlowshipping, but rather sanctions againg the offender. We can
only guess as to how wise priests will handle this in the kingdom. But this much is clear:
ovet snful behavior will not be tolerated. Prompt action will be taken againg it for the
good of the individud and the good of the community. It is this action that is typified by
being "shut up" seven days or a second seven-day period. The anful behavior must cease.

"But if the scab spread much abroad in the skin, after that he hath been seen of the priest
for his cleandng, he shdl be seen of the priest again: and if the priest see that, behold, the
scab spreadeth in the skin, then the priest shal pronounce him unclean: it is a leprosy.—
Leviticus 13:7,8

What does it mean in the kingdom if a man is declared "uncdlean"? In ancient times the
leper was cagt out of the community and had to reman in quarantine until there was a
change in his condition. Perhaps there will be something smilar in the kingdom.

Total Leprosy

In Leviticus 13:12,13 we find a most extreordinary satement: "If a leprosy bresk out
abroad in the skin, and the leprosy cover dl the skin of him that hath the plague from his
head even b his foot, wheresoever the priest looketh, then the priest shall consder and,
behold, if the leprosy have covered dl his flesh, he shdl pronounce him clean that hath
the plague it isdl turned white: heisdean.”

If just a few months or years before he was brought to the priest with only one tiny rising,
scab or bright spot, the priest pronounced him unclean; he had to go outside the camp and



live done. Now he is completely covered and the priest says, "You are clean!” What can
this mean?

The perspective of the leper, or the individud typified by the leper, changed. He
recognized his gnful, imperfect condition. This recognition dlows him to receive the
grace and cdeansng the glorified priess have to give We have saverd examples in
Scripture of the dleanang effect of such recognition.

"When Smon Peter saw it, he fdl down at Jesus knees, saying, Depart from me; for |
am a anful man, O Lord" (Luke 5:8). Just four verses later we reed: "And it came to pass,
when he was in a cetan city, behold a man fullof leprosy: who seeing Jesus fell on his
face, and besought him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou cangt make me clean. And he put
forth his hand, and touched him, saying, | will: be thou dean. And immediady the
leprosy departed from him. And he charged him to tdl no man: but go, and shew thysdf
to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing, according as Moses commanded, for a testimony
unto them.”

The recognition of ones dn and need for cleansng is the initid sep to receaving the
cleanang. Smilarly in the parable of the prodigd son: "The son sad unto him, Father, |
have snned againg heaven, and in thy dght, and am no more worthy to be cdled thy
son” (Luke 15:21).

Agan in Luke 18:13,14, "The publican, standing afar off, would not lift up sO much as
his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. |
tell you, this man went down to his house justified.”

All these cases show a recognition of one's sinful condition and the need for cleanang. It
is this attitude of mind and heart which dlows the cleansng of the ransom to begin its
work. This truth is reveded beautifully by Job: "He looketh upon men, and if any say, |
have snned, and perverted that which was right, and it profited me not; he will ddiver his
soul from going into the pit, and hislife shdl seethelight" (Job 33:27,28).

But woe unto him who recognizes his condition yet makes no effort to change. Such a
person excuses himsdf and goes on gnning. This might be suggested in Leviticus 13:14,
15: "But when raw flesh gppeareth in him, he shdl be unclean. And the priest shdl see
the raw flesh, and pronounce him to be unclean: for the raw flesh is undean: it is a

leprosy.”

The "raw flesh" suggests a willfulness in gn that gpproaches the ultimate danger zone
There were those in Jesus time who knew right from wrong but pursued wrong even to
plotting the murder of Jesus. Of these he sad, "How will you escape the judgment of
Gehenna?' (Matthew 23:33).

Yet even in this advanced condition there is still hope. Note verses 16 and 17: "If the raw
flesh turn again, and be changed unto white, he shal come unto the priest; and the priest



ghdl see him: and, behold, if the plague be turned into white; then the priest shal
pronounce him clean that hath the plague: heis clean.”

Utterly Unclean

A specid uncleanness of Adamic leprosy is referred to in Leviticus 13:42-44: "If there be
in the bald head, or bad forehead, a white reddish sore; it is a leprosy sprung up in his
bald head, or his bad forehead. Then the priest shdl look upon it: and, behold, if the
risng of the sore be white reddish in his bald head, or in his bad forehead, as the leprosy
gopeareth in the skin of the flesh; he is a leprous man, he is unclean: the priest shdl
pronounce him utterly unclean.”

This judgment is more severe than we have seen before. The priest pronounces the
individud with leprosy in his forehead as "utterly undean” This didinction has
important implications. In the kingdom, it will be necessry to deanse the heart which is
done by cdeansng the mind, the thinking. But leprosy driking in the forehead suggests
ingppropricte trust in the intelect and wisdom of man—the thinking of men. This
thinking is diametrically opposed to the arrangements of God. It generates a proud heart
thet is dangerous to the individua and those thet may listen to such wrong thinking.

We have a Scripturd example in 2 Chronicles 26:16-20 when King Uzziah's thinking
went awry: "But when he was drong, his heart was lifted up to his dedtruction: for he
transgressed againg the LORD his God, and went into the temple of the LORD to burn
incense upon the dtar of incense. And Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him
fourscore priests of the LORD, that were vdiant men: And they withgtood Uzziah the
king, and sad unto him, It gppertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the
LORD, bhut to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense: go out
of the sanctuary; for thou t trespassed; neither sl it be for thine honour from the LORD
God. Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to burn incense: and while he
was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even rose up in his forehead before the priests in
the house of the LORD, from beside the incense dtar. And Azaiah the chief priet, and
al the priests, looked upon him, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and they
thrus him out from thence; yea, himsdf ted aso to go out, because the LORD had
gmitten him. And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a
severd house, being aleper; for he was cut off from the house of the LORD."

The Love of a Brother

Leviticus 14 describes the cleansing processes showing the recovery of a man from sn:
"The LORD spake unto Moses, saying, This shdl be the law of the leper in the day of his
cleangng: he shal be brought unto the priest" (Leviticus 14:1,2).

The ancient and typica leper had been pronounced unclean; he had been banished from
the camp. If he is gpproached ly a stranger, he is obligated to cry out "unclean, unclean’
in warning. But now, unexpectedly, heis brought to the priest.



The text does not say who brings him, but it is probably a rdative or friend who wants
the best for this poor leper. We would expect that such love of neighbor will gradudly
begin to dominate in the kingdom. As more and more experience the cleansng power of
the kings and priests of Chrig’s kingdom, they will want to share with others who have
not yet tasted these blessings.

That same gppreciation is why you believe what you do today; some dear brother or sster
in Chrig was moved to bring you to Jesus. We saw this same dtitude of mind in an
individua who is not prominent in the gospd accounts, but whose excitement and love of
the truth and desire to share it had a profound effect. We read of Andrew, the brother of
Peter: "One of the two which heard John spesk, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon
Peter's brother. He first findeth his own brother Smon, and sath unto him, We have
found the Messas, which is, being interpreted, the Chris. And he brought him to Jesus.
And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shdt be cdled
Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone."—John 1:40-42

This was not the only occason where Andrew brings people to Jesus. In John 6:8,9 he
brings a lad to Jesus. "One of his disciples, Andrew, Smon Peter’s brother, saith unto
him, There is a lad here, which hah five barleyloaves, and two smal fishes but what
aretheyamong so many?' And in John 12:20-22: "And there were certain Greeks among
them that came up to worship at the feast: the same came therefore to Philip, which was
of Bethsada of Gdilee, and desred him, saying, Sr, we would see Jesus. Philip cometh
and tdleth Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip tel Jesus.”

So the lepers of the kingdom will be brought by true friends to the priests. Then what?
"The priest shdl go forth out of the camp; and the priest shdl look, and, behald, if the
plague of leprosy be heded in the leper” (Leviticus 14:3). In ancient Igad it was
necessary for the priest to "go forth" inasmuch as the leper was not dlowed to enter the
camp nor would the pries go into the leper colony. But the priest understands the
gtuation and moves to hdp. This same dedire is seen on the part of the Roya Priesthood
in the kingdom. The cleansing procedure is next.

"Then shdl the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two birds dive and
clean, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop: and te priest shdl command that one of
the birds be killed in an earthen vessdl over running water” (Leviticus 14:4,5).

Note what the leper must do. The priest commands that two birds be provided. Obvioudy
the poor leper does not have the resources to obtain the sacrifices so they are provided for
him. This reminds us of Isaac’'s quedion: "Where is the lamb for a burnt offering?’
Abraham’'s answer: "My son, God will provide himsdf a lamb for a burnt offering”
(Genesis. 22:7,8). God understands the weakness of the human race and provides dl that
is necessary. All the recipients of his love must provide isawilling spirit.

The sacrificing of the firg live bird in an eathen vessd over running water is a vivid
image. The "earthen vesH" is suggedive of the human body of the man Jesus Christ.
The use of the bird suggests the heavenly origin of our Redeemer. The water contained in



the vessd represents the truth. The blood of the dain bird mixed with this water
represents the redeeming merit of Jesus sacrifice. This combination of water and blood
reminds us of what came from Jesus body when a Roman soldier pierced it: "But one of
the soldiers with a spear pierced his sde, and forthwith came there out blood and water"
(John 19:34). Truth and legd redemption come from Jesus—water and blood. John picks
this up even further: "This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Chrigt; not by
water only, but by water and blood" (1John 5:6).

The ritud continues "As for the living bird, he shdl take it, and the cedar wood, and the
scarlet, and the hyssop, and shdl dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that
waskilled over the running water: and he shdl sprinkle upon him tha is to be cleansed
from the leprosy seven times, and shal pronounce him clean, and shdl let the living bird
loose intothe open field."—L eviticus 14:6,7

In this type of cleandng, it appears that God would have man see the matter of
redemption sequentialy. The first bird conveys the perspective of God's gift of his son to
man. God sent his son to earth to become the redeemer by his sacrificid death. John 3:16
planly says "For God s0 loved the world, tha he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever bdieveth inhim should not perish, but have everlaging life" The second
agoect shows the later result of that sacrifice is the creation of a life-giving wdl which
alows man once again the hope of being cleansed and approaching God.

The dipping of the living bird into the blood of the dain bird shows a connection between
the two. How beautifully this sets forth sequentidly the desth and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus. The release of the living bird into the field shows that death could not hold
our fathful High Pries. The sprinkling of the blood upon the leper shows that the
cleansing comes only from the merit of Jesus sacrificed life.

A cedar tree is evergreen. The beautifully aromatic wood suggests the objective of
cdeansng is to atan life as a perfect human being. This is in contragt with the divine life
held forth to the faithful church, symbolized by gold.

Hyssop was used to sorinkle the leper. It is another symbol of cleansng or purging.
Hyssop is a bushy, evergreen shrub of the mint family. It was used in ancient times as a
medicine. The Isradlites were told to put the blood from the Passover lamb on ther
doorposts and lintels with hyssop. Scarlet reminds us of the sacrifice involved for
cleansing to occur.

After this the leper is further indructed: "He that is to be cleansed shdl wash his clothes,
and shave off dl his hair, and wash himsdf in water, tha he may be dean: and after that
he shal come into the camp, and shdl tarry abroad out of his tent seven days. But it shdl
be on the seventh day, that he shdl shave dl his har off his heed and his beard and his
eyebrows, even dl his hair he shdl shave off: and he shdl wash his clothes, dso he shdl
wash hisflesh in water, and he shdl be clean." —L eviticus 14:89



Note that the leper was pronounced clean in verse 7, yet in verse 8 he is described as 'he
that is to be cleansed” This suggests that the sprinkling is just the beginning of the
cleangng; there is yet more to the process such as washing and shaving.

The washing and shaving suggest a complete separation from the previous condition. The
leper must seek to deanse everything and bring dl into conformity with the new, clean
condition. Hair tends to retain odors and infections. These must be cut away. Washing
with water suggests the role of truth in this process purifying and sugtaining the newly
cleen individud. The washing of clothes is consgent with the washing of the body. The
entire focus of this cleansed leper will be for righteousness which is, of course, the
objective of the kingdom for each member of the human race.

* %k * % %

Editors Note This aticle treats the seventh millennium of man from the
gandpoint of its main work, the resurrection of the dead and the laws tha
will prevail in the Kingdom of Chrigt. The preceding aticles have traced
God's dedings with man for 6000 years, bringing us to 1874 AD.
Between that date, over 100 years ago, to the time for the full
edablishment of the kingdom, are years of trangtion. During this time we
have dready seen evidences that indicate to many Bible Students that the
Lord returned secretly and invigbly in 1874. Events dnce then have

1. There-establishment of Isradl in their ancient homeland.....

2. An outpouring of Bible truths on such subjects as the ransom for
dl, an eathly sdvation as wdl as a heavenly one, the nature of
God as the Father of Jesus Chrigt, the nature of man as mortd
rather than immortal, and many others......

3. The collapse of the concept of the so-cdled "divine right of
kings.".....

4. The inveson of manline Chrigianity with modernism and the
concepts of higher criticiam.

5. A sepaation of many sncere sudents of the Bible from the
churches of organized Chridianity in search of the amplicity of the
Gospdl......

6. An unpardlded growth of nationdism resulting in increasing triba
and ethnic grife......

7. Numerous movements springing up daming ther red and,
sometimes, fancied rights racid rights, rights of the laborer, gay
rights, women’ srights, and many others......

8. Two world wars, spawning the development of nuclear, biologicd,
and chemica wegpons with the cgpability of destroying dl life on
eath.....Each of these developments is connected with biblica
predictions about the trangtion from the kingdoms of this world to
the kingdom of God......Following such prophetic evidence, we



anticipate till further world-wide drife, resulting in the collgpse of
governmentd systems as we know them.

Prophecies of the end-time appear to be specialy focused on Israd,
predicting a climactic batle over Jerusdem, as described in detal in
Ezekid 38 and 39 and other prophecies. This may well be in connection
with the ultimate battle of this age, the Battle of Armageddon predicted in
Revedion 16....When these trandtiond events ghal have been
completed, Chrigt’s kingdom will be fully ushered in. That is where this
atidefinds its beginning.



Nearing the Goal

With eyes aflame, with panting breeth, they
come—

The runners—every nerve and muscle
tense—

Urged forward by a thousand deafening
cries,

On, on, they rush, when one, close to the
god,

For but one moment glances back in pride
To note how far he hath outrun the rest.
Alad! tripped by apebble on the course,
He sumbles, fals, arises, but too late—
Another sweeps ahead with blood-flecked
lips

And burgting heart! One find, awful drain,
With superhuman effort, grand, supreme,
He legpsinto the air—and fdlsin death
Acrossthe line—avictor, but a what

A fearful cost! He gave hislife, hisal!

| ponder O’ er thistragedy of days

When Greece was mistress of the world, and
say,

"Hast not thou also entered on arace,

My soul, in contest for a"Crown of life;

A prize thou cangt not win except thine dl
Thou givest!

Then be wise, and watch and pray,

Turn not thine eyes one ingtant from "the
mark,’

For fear thou dash thy foot againgt some
smdl,

WdI-rounded truth, which in thy pride thou
hast

O'erlooked, and thus thou stumble, fall, and
though

Thou shouldst arise, ‘twould betoo late to
win!"

—Poems of Dawn, page 154



God' s Will

—Author Unknown

| asked the New Y ear for some motto swest,
Somerule of life by which to guide my fe<t,

| asked and paused; it answered soft and
low,

"God’ swill to KNOW."

Will knowledge then suffice? New Year, |
cried

But ere the quegtion into silence died

The answer came, "No, this remember too,
God'swill to DO."

Once more | asked, isthere sill more to tell?
And once again the answer swestly fell;"
Yes, thisone thing dl other things above,
God'swill to LOVE."



NEWS AND VIEWS

Pastoral Bible Institute News

PBI News
"The Keys of Revelation”

The commentary on the book of Reveation written by R. E. Streeter, one of the firg
editors of The Herdd, is of course not the only book on this subject of interest to Bible
Students. Frank Shdlieu, a Bible scholar with a life-long interes in Reveldion, has a
carefully reasoned dternate point of view on a number of things found in this book of the
Bible. Since some of our readers may not know of this book, for a limited time we are
making it avalable a its usud price of $20, postpaid anywhere in the world. Use the
insart found in thisissue to order.

L etters

I'm inquiring about taks that Bro. Paul Thomson gave to different groups of brethren at
conventions. | would like to acquire a few of them if possble as recordings or in written
form. —A reader in Rhode Idand

Note: Bro. Thomson was a former editor of The Herad. Please cal us a our toll-free
number if you know where to obtain copies of his discourses. We will forward that
information to thisinquirer.

Around the World

On October 12, 1999, in theory, the planet’s 6 hillionth person was born. Most experts
greet this milestone with anxiety. In just 12 years, they note, humans have increased their
number by 1 hillion. During the 20th century, the world's populatiion has tripled. And by
2100, ecologist David Pimentd of Corndl Universty warned in a recent paper, "12
billion miserable humans will suffer a difficult life on earth." Not everybody agrees that it
is a cause for doom and gloom. Economist Stephen Moore of the Cato Indtitute, a think
tank in Washington, D.C. says, "A lot of these prophecies [about overpopulation] have
redly proven to be fase” The United Nations has found reason for encouragement in
population growth because the boom is proof of increased agriculturd production,
decreased infant mortdity andprolonged life expectancy. There ae redly two
demographic worlds. One is poor, young and growing. In countries like Uganda and
Niger, the median age is 15 and the growth rate is fast enough to double the population in
23 years. The other demographic world is wedthy, old and shrinking. The median age in
Italy and Japan is 40 and the population growth in those countries has fdlen to zero or
below.

—Associated Press, 10/10/99



|sragl

Alamed by the posshility of violence by extreme Chrigtian groups in the countdown to
2000, lgadi police have detaned foreign Chrisians, many of them Americans, who
seitled near the Mount of Olives in recent years in hopes of witnessng Christ’s return. A
police spokeswoman said those in custody were suspected of plotting to harm public
safety in lgad and they will be deported. Isradi officids have warned previoudy that
Chrigtian extremists could be planning to carry out acts amed a precipitating the Second
Coming, including destroying the mosgues on Jerusdem’s Temple Mount or committing
mass suicide nearby.

—Los Angdes Times, 10/26/99

Israel has recently exported one thousand queen bees, which produce honey on a much
larger scale than ordinary bees, to the Arab countries of Jordan, Lebanon, and severd
others, including some with which Israd has no trade reations. Following the success of
this unique type of export, a second shipment, containing hundreds of queen bees and
ordinary beeswill be made in upcoming months to neighboring countries.

—Ilsrad Wire, The Friends of Isradl, 10/99

Ehud Barak, Igadi prime miniger, wants to build a security fence dong any future
border between Israd and a Pdedinian date. He dso favors economic separation
between the two dtates. Western intelligence experts described the ideas as shortsighted
and potentidly dangerous. A grip of "no man's land” would run pardld to the fence. Mr.
Barak's support for such a rigid divison between the two dates sems partly from his
belief in absolute separation of Pdedinians from Isadis Intdligence officas sad it dso
reflected his obsesson with security. The total economic separation between the two
gtates would result in job losses for the 100,000 Pdestinians who currently work in Isradl.
Such a decison would lead to greater unemployment in the Pdedtiniancontrolled areas
which is dready as high as 40 percent in some citiesin the West Bank and Gaza.

—Financid Times, 10/25/99

The Zionig Organization of America (ZOA) has condemned Nelson Mandda for cdling
on the Pdedinian Arabs to "use violence' agang Igad if the Jewish State does not
retreat to the pre-1967 borders. Spesking to members of Yasser Arafat’s Legidative
Council in Gaza on October 20, 1999, Mandela said, "A “regiona peace must include a
ful lsraeli withdrawa to the 1967 borders. If taking up arms is the only solution, that is
what should be done," according to Hal Aretz. ZOA Nationd President

Morton A. Klein said: "Why is the world slent when Nelson Manddla helps encourage
violence agang Isradis by teling Pdegtinian Arab leaders that they would be judtified to
take up ams againg Israd? It is deplorable that the winner of a Nobel Peace Prize is
undermining the hopes for peace by encouraging violence.”



—Ilsrael Wire, 10/25/99

|zzadin Kassam, the armed wing of Hamas, pledged to renew attacks againgt Isradl, while
lsraeli security sources confirmed that Hameas is trying to mount operations that could
leave hundreds dead and thousands injured, the Jerusdem Post reported. According to
Ha Aretz, 1zzadin Kassam on Thursday disseminaed lesflets in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip dating that the members of the military wing are prepared to make whatever
sacrifice is necessy to carry out a "holy war." Similar dogans have been scrawled on
West Bank buildings in the past few days. The threst of a new wave of terrorist attacks
isconsgent with some of the Stuation gppraisas voiced recently in discussons held a
senior levels inthe defense establishment, including some discussons held with Prime
Miniser and Defense Miniger Ehud Barak. The agpprasds suggest that Hamaes will
attempt to perpetrate terrorist attacks within Isragl’s pre-1967 borders as soon as tangible
progress is made in contacts between the Paletinian Authority.

—Government Press Office (Isradl), 10/26/99
Islam

An lgadi miniger sad his country must be ready to fight peace patner Egypt and
defend itsdlf agang Egyptian missles, especidly if Idamists come to power in Cairo.
Science Miniger Matan Vilna, a retired mgor genera and former deputy chief of daff,
listed Egypt as a potentid source of long-range threat to Isradl, dong with Iran, Irag and
Libya "l read this moring a quotation of Generd Tantawi that maybe they might be
ready to fight us. | don't know why he sad it but he said it, so we must be ready to fight
them if they would like to,” he sad. An Egyptian diplomat said he had seen Tantawi’'s
dleged remark only in the lsadi press. But Vilna sad lsad had reason to be wary
because of the srength of the Idamic movement in Egypt. "We remember who killed
Sadat and their power," he said. Sadat had signed a peace treaty with Isradl in 1979 and
was assassinated by militant Idamistsin 1981.

—Reuters, 10/27/99

Over 100,000 Mudims in Nigerids northern Zamfara State attended a mass celebration
marking the state's higtoric adoption of Idamic law. The outdoor ceremony held in the
date cgpitd ushers in  sharia—fundamentdig Idamic lav—for the fird time in a
Nigerian date. The new measures put in place by Zamfaras Governor Ahmed Sani
included segregating men and women on public transport throughout the dtate. Sani said
he hoped the new sysem would diminate mord decadence. The system includes
proposds for drict pend measures including flogging, beheading and amputating hands
for crimes such as adultery and theft. Many Chrisians in the mgority-Mudim date fear
the measures will lead to the closure of churches, enforced dress codes and Idamic
mordity lavs. The issue threstens to inflame rdigious tensons throughout the country
and severa other dtates said they may aso introduce sharia Nigeria, a country of 120
million people, is shaply divided dong ehnic and rdigious lines Mudims and
Chrigtians each make up about 45 percent of Nigeria s population.



—Associated Press, 10/28/99

Christendom

Digraught over school violence and chronic discipline problems, educators nationwide
ae looking for ways to improve children's mora education. By identifying those
qudities Americans vdue and hope to indill in ther children, a wave cdled "character
education” is sweeping the nation's schools. Character First! is a joint venture between
the public schools in Oklahoma and a Chridian organization. Another organization,
Character Counts! is a popular character-education program with no rdigious afiliation
that is based in Marina De Rey, Cdifornia The program has exploded to about 600
schools nationwide from the origind eght in Oklahoma City. For some, the rdigious
dfiligtion presents a dilemma. They wonder whether a rdigious organization should be
in charge of teaching it.

—Wall Street Journal, 10/25/99

Pope John Paul 11 shook up the theological world when he mused on the nature of
heaven, hell and purgatory for the audience of 7,000 tourists who gather a the Vatican
every Wednesday afternoon. Hetold them to forget the popular notion of actua physicd
places—fluffy clouds above, an inky inferno below. Think of hell as a date of mind, a
«df-willed exile from God. The popes discourse reflected his tendency toward
philosophicd  abstraction rather  than  traditionad  Catholic  thinking.  Protestant
fundamentaigs prefer a physcd burning pit. They sad that any suggesion that hdl is
gmply an abdraction is a dangerous, even blasphemous notion. "My concern is the
temptation to make hdl a sate of mind, to psychologize hell,” sad R. Albert Mohler, J.,
presdent of the Southern Baptits Theological Seminary in Louisville "As atractive as
that might be to the modern mind, thet is not the hdl of the Bible. Jesus himsalf spoke of
hell as a lake of fire, where the worms would not die and the fire would not be quenched.
It sdl very graphic.”

—Washington Pogt, 8/17/99
Economics

Singapore is seeking to conceive what it cals Editizens. The government is attempting to
jump dart its computer-based economy by rewiring its dtizenry and transforming the
idand nation of about four million people from an economy built on trade and services to
one built upon information technology. To achieve that god, Singapore has embarked on
one of the most far-reaching technology-promotion efforts in the world. All new births
must be registered through a computer system or parents are fined $100. After nearly a
decade of planning, Singapore officids have launched a host of dectronic services to
make the government more efficient and more omniscient. Central databases dlow
bureaucrats to track everything from immigrant work permits to detailed information on
the population.



—Wall Street Journal, 10/27/99

Canada would probably face the highest economic costs of any indudridized country if it
met agreed targets to lower greenhouse gas emissons as set out in the 1997 Kyoto
Protocol on climate change, according to a study prepared for Canadas oil and gas
indusry. Charles River Associates conducted the study. It predicts that the cost of
meeting the targets would be from C$8.4 to C$17 hillion annualy by 2010. Canada faces
a battle between business and environmental groups over the development of a nationd
strategy for meeting the commitments. If Canada were to meet its target entirdly through
domedtic action, it would mean adding about 24¢ a liter to retal gasoline prices and
doubling consumer prices for natura gas.

—Financid Times, 10/26/99
Science

A study performed in Israd has reveded, for the firg time, the biologicd and molecular
mechanism that lends garlic its unique medica properties. In the course of the study, the
scientigts created the main active agent in garlic by means of a semi-atificid process—
and took out a world patent on it. The reason: this substance may serve as a bass for
innovative pharmaceuticals that may eventudly replace antibiotics The sudy, caried out
by Professor David Mirdman, vice presdent of the Weizmann Inditute of Science, and
Professor Mer Wilcak, dean of the Inditute's faculty of biochemistry, reveded the
molecular mechanism of the active agent in garlic, dlicin, which engbles garlic to fight
infectious and vascular diseases. Using a specid and origind  biotechnologicd  system
that they had developed, the researchers produced large quantities of dlicin through a
semi-synthetic process, thus paving the way to the use of this substance as the basis for
pharmaceuticals. One of the severe problems overcome by the Isragli scholars is tha
naturd dlicin remains active for a very short time—a matter of minutes—from the
moment it is extracted from the garlic to the time its volatility causesit to disgppear.

—Israd in the News Website, 10/26/99

Hebrew Universty researchers have discovered that the introduction of a particular gene
into trees and plants can produce greaily accelerated growth, reducing norma growing
time by one-third to as much as hdf the span now required. Among other things, this
discovery could provide the means to rapidly restore forests that have been depleted to
supply the world's growing demand for wood and paper. The process can aso speed up
growth of anumber of everyday agriculturd products.

—Arutz-7, 10/99



Book Review

AD 1000, A World on the Brink of Apocalypse, Richard Erdoes, Seastone Publishing, Berkeley,
California, 1998, 256 pages.

The tenth century has been called the Century of Lead and Iron. The Saracens, the Spanish Moors, the
Vikings, the Bulgars and the Magyar horsemen all invaded Europe. Land barons slaugh-tered each other
over pieces of property, killing rival barons' serfs, burning villages and crops in order to weaken enemies.
In Rome, rival popes imprisoned, starved, mutilated and assassinated each other. Recurrent famines
produced starvation in region after region, resulting in widespread cannibalism. Famines were followed by
epidemics caused by eating infected grain. Medicine was still a matter of magic and iliness was looked
upon as divine punishment. Life was so difficult and so challenging that men believed the orderly laws of
nature had been suspended, that the natural flow of seasons had fallen into utter disorder, foretelling the end
of all mankind.

Thus it was in the year 999 that an epidemic terror of the end of the world spread throughout the earth. The
author Raoul Glaber wrote, "Though the people quarreled about the exact day and hour, they all agreed that
Satan will soon be unleashed because the thousand years have been completed.” Buildings, edifices,

churches, all were allowed to deteriorate as people from all walks of life made their way towards Jerusalem
with their "eyes on the sky, expecting the Son of God to descend in glory at any moment."

On the last day of 999 in Rome, a mass of weeping and trembling worshippers waited for the dreaded Day
of Wrath. Many poor entered the church of St.Peter’s in sackcloth and ashes, having spent months doing
penance and mortifying the flesh. Their fears were only heightened as they looked at the new pope
celebrating the mass. He was Sylvester |1, also known as Gerbert, who many worshippers believed to be
Antichrist (1) appearing in the shape of a pontiff. Gerbert had risen from humble beginnings to the papacy
through the influence of his pupil, Emperor Otto Il1. The first French pope had learned much in Spain as a
young man that was as yet unknown in the superstitious west. He had invented a steam-powered organ, a
new system of writing music and even Arabic numerals. Accusations abounded that he had sold his soul to
the devil at an early agein order to get this magical ability. Now he was head of the church.

This chilling historical account of the days leading up to and just after the year 1000 holds up a dark mirror
to our own society and gives an interesting and early perspective on how the Roman Catholic church rose
to such power during a mysterious time in history. Told through the perspective of Gerbert of Aurillac, who
became Pope Sylvester 11 in February, 999, the book recounts a time of almost unbelievable ignorance and
superstition. Gerbert was a prolific letter writer and left a great legacy that author Erdoes analyzes and
describes in a fascinating account of the early medieval world. The account of Gerbert’s attempts to reform
the abusive powers of the church may not be as interesting to Bible Students as the understanding that
comes from Erdoes’ description of the environment of inequity, injustice and ignorance that allowed such
power to develop. As a sideline, Bible Students will find it interesting that the only pope to attempt some
reform to the papal system was eventually disowned and buried without note. Later that century the church
would show itstotal corruption with the most horrendous of all its activities—the Crusades.

—Len Griehs
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