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EDITOR's JOURNAL

But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all
this, to day is the third day since these things were done.—Luke 24:21

For those who knew and loved him mog, the crucifixion of Jesus was devastating. They
had placed their hopesin him. They had loydly followed him wherever he went. To them
he was more than afriend: he was their hero and their Messiah. They trusted he would
have redeemed Isragl. They expected he would soon set up a kingdom of righteousness,
justice, and peace. They had believed on him. Now their hopes and beliefs were dashed.

The previous week saw their emotions riding a virtua roller coaster. First there was the
thrill of the triumpha entry, with people waving pam branches and hailing Jesus as king.
Then there was the further rush of joy asthey saw him in the temple, with astrong and
resolute hand, drive out the greedy money-changers. The intimacy of the last supper
further bonded them together. That meal had another Sde, however, asthey saw Judas
sent on his mysterious mission which led to the Lord's betrayd. Their pride, too, had
been shaken when Jesus stooped to wash their feet.

The wdk from the last supper to Gethsemane was probably in sllence for fear of the
offices of the Sanhedrin, dready on the lookout for the Master. Then, in the valey of the
Kidron, they heard their last lesson from the one they loved so much. Fatigue overcame
them as Jesus went apart to pray, and he softly chided them for their inattention.

Then pandemonium broke loose. A cadre of soldiers agppeared with Judas among them.
The betraya with akiss was quickly followed by the Master being taken in bonds to the
house of Caigphas, the high priest. Found guilty in amock trid through bribed witnesses,
he was bound over for find judgment by Filate. After a hearing by King Herod he was
returned to Filate for fina judgment and the process rolled relentlesdy on—through trid,
scourging, and the march down the Via Dolorosato Cavary’s hill where he was lifted up
on the cross to die the cruelest of deaths.

Inthisissue of THE HERALD an atempt is made to see these events as those close to him
saw them. The opening article, Anointed for Burial, describesthe love of Mary of



Bethany as she breaks her dabaster box and anoints thel_ord with precious ocintment. The
author of Behold Thy Son has chosen to use the gpproach of afirst person account,
seeking to probe the emotions of the beloved disciple John. Another gpostle, deeply
touched by his own failuresin Jesus last hours, was Peter. The article Healing a Guilty
Conscience dedswith the interaction between the impetuous Peter and hisloving Master.

It was not only his friends who bore emotiond scars from the events of that fateful day.

In What Is Truth? the author shows the perspective of the Roman procurator in hisrole as
presding judge, ajudge who baoth literdly and symbolically sought to wash his hands of

the burdensome decision he was forced to make.

Another friend of the Messiah, one who had followed him aong with her husband from
the early days of his minigtry, was Joanna, the wife of Chuza. Her sory is narrated in A
Witness at the Citadel. She was among the lagt to leave thecross and the firgt to rush to
the tomb on Sunday morning. She was accompanied by her good friend Mary Magdaene
whaose viewpoint of that day isexpressed in An Honorable Servant of the Lord.

Findly, our issue concludes with averse by verse sudy of the last chapter of Matthew,
entitted Why Seek Ye the Living Among the Dead?



Mary of Bethany

Anointed for Burial

Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this.—John
12:7

Robert Seklemian*

Jesus was once again at supper in the familiar home in Bethany. Once again, loving and
fathful Martha was serving alone. Where was Mary, the one who loved to St a hisfeet
and hear hisword? Martha must have known where Mary was, that she had gone to get
something very specid, because this time Martha did not come to Jesus demanding that
Mary help her with the work. Then, as Jesus and his disciples and Lazarus were &t the
table, Mary quietly entered the room.

Mary Anoints Jesus

Let ustry to visudize the scene. It was the custom in those days to eat a alow tablein a
half-reclining postion, with the feet drawn up, on mats or couches arranged around the
table. Mary came up behind Jesus holding a beautiful dabaster box in her hands. She
quickly broke the sed and poured the contents of very precious perfume, first upon Jesus
head, then upon hisfeet. Kneding down, she began to wipe Jesus feet with her hair. The
whole house was filled with the ddightful fragrance of the perfume. The account isfound
in Matthew chapter 26, Mark chapter 14, and John chapter 12. It was not atiny vid of
perfume that Mary poured upon Jesus. John says it was awhole pound of spikenard.
Spikenard is an essence derived from arare and aromatic root. It would take an enormous
quantity of this root to yield a pound of essence. Perfume of spikenard was so codtly in
ancient times that it was reserved for use only by kings, princes and other nohility. It was
prepared in amanner Smilar to attar of roses, which was another perfume madein

ancient times. My encyclopedia says it took 100,000 roses to produce only 180 grains, or
less than haf an ounce of attar of roses. 100,000 roses, arranged side by side, would
extend dmogt five miles and would weigh over three tons. Such a quantity of roses after
laborious treatment and ditillation would yied only haf an ounce of perfume. Mary
poured awhole pound of spikenard on Jesus. That' swhy Matthew and Mark cdl it "very
precious." John callsit "very costly.”

Now we can better understand the reaction of the disciplesto this act of Mary: "Then sad
one of hisdisciples, Judas Iscariot, Smon’s son, which should betray him, Why was not
this ointment sold for 300 pence and given to the poor? Thiswas said, not that he cared
for the poor, but because he was a thief and had the bag, and bare what was put therein®
(John 12:4-6).

Although Judas had an ulterior motive, the others were swayed by him and immediatdly
agreed. Matthew says, "But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying: To



what purpose is this waste? For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given

to the poor." Mark reports, "Why was this waste of the ointment made? For it might have
been sold for more than 300 pence, and have been given to the poor. And they murmured
againg her."

In those days a penny was aday’ s wages for aman (Maithew 20:2). Ignoring the
Sabbaths and other holy days when no work was done, 300 pence was a year’ s wages at
that time. How much isayear’ swages today? This dabaster box of perfume must have
been aither an heirloom that had been handed down in Mary’ s family, or else the result of
Mary’s own labors over along period of time. It was gpparently not purchased for the
occasion because if it had, Judas would have deplored spending the money in the firgt
place. Instead he suggested its sale for 300 pence. Judas, the thief, had probably known of
its existence and had his eye on it for some time. He undoubtedly expected Mary would
eventudly sdl it and donate the money for Jesus ministry. Then he would have it

because Judas had charge of the treasury. The Diaglott says he "stole what things were
deposited init." He had apparently gone to the trouble of having the dabaster box
appraised. How e se could he quote an exact figure of 300 pence so readily? He was
terribly disappointed when Mary poured out the perfume on Jesus.

We can see what alavish act of love this represented on Mary’s part. She loved Jesus
with her whole heart; nothing was too good for her beloved. She fregly poured out to him
her most precious possession and then, lest her act be congtrued as containing any
element of pride or vanity, she knelt down and with her hair, her crowning glory, she
humbly wiped hisfeet.

| think we can guess what was going through Jesus mind just before Mary did this
beautiful thing. During the last few days, Jesus had been trying to tell his disciplesthat he
was going to leave them—that he would go to Jerusalem, be delivered into the hands of
the Jaws, be tormented and crucified, and return to his Fether in heaven. But they
wouldn’'t believe him. "From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples how
he must go into Jerusdem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief prietsand
scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. Then Peter took him, and began
to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord; this shal not be unto thee' (Matthew
16:21,22).

They just didn’'t understand. Had they understood and bdlieved he would be with them
just afew days longer, how different their attitude would be! How they would prize the
last few hours of his presencel How lovingly and carefully would they listen to his last
words. He had so much to tell them before his death. He yearned to tell them many
things. But no. When he referred to his degth, they thought he spokein parables. "Beit
far from thee, Lord,” they said. They didn’t understand. There was no one on earth that
understood. These must have been the thoughts of Jesus at the supper table therein
Bethany that night. They were sad, lonely and disappointed thoughts. It was then that
Mary came up behind him with her precious alabaster box of spikenard. So rare was this
perfume that emperors and kings used it sparingly. But so full was Mary’ s love that she
lavished a whole pound on one anointing of Jesus; and, by so doing, proclaimed him to



be above dl the emperors and kings of the earth—to be King of Kingsand Lord of
Lords! How refreshing it was to the spirit of Jesus! What lift and buoyancy of spirit it
gave him! Hetook it, as wel he might, as a gn from heaven that dl was well and would
be wdl. Mary's act was the act of an angd, minigtering to him.

Then, suddenly, a clamor broke out al around. Carping, criticizing voices arose. "What a
wagtel” "Why was not this ointment sold and the money given to the poor?' "This

woman has no regard for the poor!" "Lord, rebuke her! She has thrown away 300 pence!™
It was the disciples of Jesus, incited by Judas. Instead of commending, they condemned.
They spoke as though, by thistender act, Mary had been guilty of agreat Sn. Mary was
hurt and humiliated. Tears came to her eyes and she bowed her head in shame. Jesus
turned and laid his hand softly, with ablessing, on Mary’'s head. Turning to his disciples
he said:

"Why do you criticize her? Let her done. She has done awonderful thing for me.
Without redlizing it, she has poured this ointment on me before my desath; but redly to
prepare my body for burid. The poor ye have dways with you; but me ye have not
adways. | have been telling you of my impending degth, but me ye have not understood.
She hath done what she could, and this is such awonderful act of love, and devotion, that
| want ALL ages and generations to know about it. Verily | say unto you, wheresoever
this gospd shdl be preached, in the whole world, there shdl dso this, that thiswoman
hath done, be told for amemoria of her."

Do you redize what this means, what awide publication thisimplies? Jesus sad, "This
gospd of the kingdom shdl be preached in dl the world , for awitness unto dl nations.”
(Matthew 24:14) That is how widely he wanted this incident related.

Thus, Jesus rebuked the attitude of the disciples, impressng on them that there are things
far more important than money. They humbly took his rebuke and were ashamed—all,
that is, except one. In the next verses after this narrative, we read: "Then one of the
twelve, cdled Judas Iscariot went unto the chief priests, and said unto them: What will ye
giveme, and | will ddiver him unto you? And they covenanted with him, for thirty pieces
of dlver" (Matthew 26:14,15).

This event a Bethany had been the last straw for Judas. He had been following Jesus for
his own persona enrichment, systematicaly steding from the treasury of the group. Now
Jesus was apparently encouraging his followers to dissipate their resources and the
money would no longer fal into his hands. Jesus had plainly said he was going to die.
Judas knew that the chief priests, scribes and Pharisees had offered areward for anyone
betraying Jesusinto their hands. To the perverted and twisted mind of Judas, it was but a
naturd decison; he may aswell have their money as anyone d<e.

Mary’s act of devotion with the alabaster box had touched Jesus heart as nothing else
had done, so he commanded that it be brought to the remembrance of dl to whom the
gospd is preached. But there are other reasons too, for remembering and considering this



episode. There are precious lessons to be learned and much encouragement to be derived
from doing 0. Let us now consder some of them.

Lessons from Mary’s Act

Whenever Mary was in the presence of Jesus, she forgot everything else except to listen
to hiswords, to learn of him. When Martha protested that Mary was not helping her
sarve, Jesusimplied that what Mary was doing was good and was aso important. "Mary
hath chosen that good part, which shdl not be taken away from her," he said (Luke
10:42). The lesson is that the Lord does not condemn those who, lacking the ability and
opportunity for prominent service, Smply st a the feet of Jesus and hear hisword.
Neither should we be critical of such. It has been suggested that Martha was not
concerned merdly with her cooking, but aso in the niceties of hospitaity which in our
Lord’sand Mary’s estimation were not important compared with the words Jesus had to
say. This could be implied from what Jesus said to her: "Martha, Martha, thou art careful
and troubled about many things' (Luke 10:41).

What did the very precious ointment or perfume, which Mary lavishly poured upon the
head and feet of Jesus, Sgnify? | think the primary sgnificance islove, pure, fervent
love. "Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart; so does the sweetness of aman’sfriend”
(Proverbs 27:9). "A friend loveth a dl times' (Proverbs 17:17). Thisiswhat Mary
demondtrated.

In the highly figurative language of the Hebrews, the senang of an aromaiis used to
denote the perception of amora quality in another. Thus, God is said to "smell a sweet
odor" from a sacrifice to Sgnify he percaives with pleasure the good dispostion which
the offerer expressed by such an act of worship. (See Diaglott, page 656.)

David expressesasSmilar meaning: "Let my prayer be set before thee asincense, and the
lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice’ (Psalm 141:2).

The fervent, Sncere prayer of the heart isto God a sweet savor. Thisis confirmed in
Revelation which spesks of "golden vids, full of odors [or perfume], which are the
prayers of sants' (Revelation 5:8).

Mary first poured the perfume upon the head of Jesus. Our love and adoration is
primarily to our head, Christ Jesus, the head of the body of Christ. Our sacrifices which
rise as a sweet odor before God are acceptable because of him. Our prayers are heard,
because they are made in his name.

Then Mary poured the perfume upon the feet of Jesus. Thisrefersto the "feet members’
of the body of Christ mentioned by Isaiah: "How beautiful upon the mountains are the
feet of him, that bringeth good tidings; that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings
of good; that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!” (Isaiah 52.7).



These are the ones who today are preaching "good tidings," good news, happy news; not
the news of pointless daughter nor universal second death. These are they who "publish
peace" and "bring good tidings of good.” They tel of atime of trouble, but emphasize the
enduring peace to follow, the good tidings of God' s kingdom on earth. These are they
who "publish salvation," the pure, unadulterated doctrine of aransom for dl, together
withthe blessing of al mankind. These are they who "say unto Zion, Thy God reigneth,”
who see and preach the presence of Chrigt, the great king. These are our brethren, those
of "like precious fath," fellow-members of the Body of Christ. Just as Mary poured the
very costly perfume upon the feet of Jesus, we should love and serve our brethren
lavishly with the same love and service we render our head because of this principle: "As
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it untome"
(Matthew 25:40).

John saysin his account that after Mary anointed the feet of Jesus she wiped his feet with
her hair. What was the result? Y ou may be sure that this caused her hair to be thoroughly
perfumed. Blessngs given bring blessngsin return. Thisisalaw of God.

"There is he that scattereth, and yet increaseth. . . . Theliberal soul shdl be made fat, and
he that watereth, shall be watered dso himsdf” (Proverbs 11:24,25). "He that hath pity
upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he heth given, will he pay him
agan" (Proverbs 19:17).

Can you imagine lending to the Lord? This means if you do a service to one who cannot
repay you, and you do it without any hope or expectation of repayment, the Lord
conddersit aslending to im! He will open the windows of heaven to such pouring out
gpiritud blessngsin return. Thereis even some evidence that the Lord often makesit up
to them in tempord metters as well.

It iswritten of this act of Mary: "And the house was filled with the odor of the ointment.”
The house of God is his Church, and the costly sacrifices of the Mary-like members bring
sweet and savory blessings upon al God' s household. For example, there are ecclesias
and individuals who produce truth literature such as reprints, volumes, booklets, tracts,
others put on radio and television programs, here and abroad, and make audio tapes,
others perform other services. Like Mary’ s spikenard permeating the house with a
delightful fragrance, these efforts permeete the House of God far and wide. Thereis no
competition in the Lord' s service: "Go ye dso into the vineyard,” the Lord said.

Devotion to God Is Not a Waste

"What awagtel" they said when Mary’ s sacrifice was poured out. "What awastel” our
worldly relatives and friends say when we consecrate our al to God: our time, our
talents, our energies, our resources, everything. Ah, but as Jesus said, "The poor ye have
aways with you; but me ye have not dways." There will aways be the poor hegthen, and
other unbelievers, until the kingdom has done its work. But the body of Christ will not
adways be here. "Me ye have not dways" Jesus said. "The last members of my church



will soon be glorified. So lavish your love and service upon these while you have the
opportunity.”

Some of the disciples were critica of Mary’s generous act and some of the Lord's people
today react the same way. They tell the humble Marys of today: "Do not break the sed of
your aabaster box. Do not give too generoudy of your time, talents and meansto the
friends. Y ou will only impoverish yoursdf. Y ou will ruin your hedth. Hold back." But
Jesus said: "Let her done! She hath wrought a good work upon me." Just as Jesus deeply
loved Mary of Bethany, you may be sure he loves the Marys of today aswell. Regarding
Mary of Bethany Bro. Russdl| says:

"Not only was the Lord willing that the matter should be told for amemoria of Mary, but
we may safely conclude that in the everlasting future, Mary will be ranked very high
among the faithful followers of the Lord. She may not be one with the apostles, upon the
twelve thrones of Isradl, but we may be sure that she will have some grand, some
honorable place, near to the one she loved, and for whom she showed her devotion."—
Reprints, page 3878.

| think he is absolutdy right.

* Excerpted from "Qintment Very Precious' inDicourses by Robert S. Seklemian (Chicago Bible Students,
1998) pp. 172-175.



Mary, the Mother of Jesus

Behold Thy Son!

When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he
saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy
mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.—John 19:26,27

Mary isfindly adeep. It was S0 difficult ..to watch her tonight. Her pain and ..her agony
were S0 intense as she watched her son on the cross. She was quite distraught and upset.
The truth be told, we both are. We were crying and holding each other not long ago. | am
glad she can findly deep alittle. But, deep gill dudesme.

Jesusisdead. As| say these words, | can hardly beieveit. And, not just dead, but killed!
Crucified! | saw it with my own eyes so | know it istrue. Itsfeds like my heart has been
torn in hdf. I’'m trying to look to Jehovah to sort dl this out but | fear my grief won't
alow me to remember what Jesustold us.

| remember when | first decided to follow Jesus three and one-half years ago. | was
fishing with my brother James and aso with Smon Peter and Andrew. Jesus got into one
of our boats and began teaching the multitude that had followed him. When he had
finished, Jesustold Simon to let the nets down for acatch. | thought it was odd that
Simon said hewould! We had fished dl night and we had come back to shore with
nothing. But, lo and behold, immediately, the nets were full to the point of bresking! We
were amazed and redlized that we were in the presence of an extraordinary man. So we
left our fishing business to other family members and followed him. Jesus said to us,
"From now on you will be catching men” (Luke 5:1-11).

Those three years with him were filled with miracles and the joy we had ligening to the
words he preached to us and to multitudes of people. He spoke of the coming kingdom.
He heded the sick, the lame, and the blind! His words brought the old prophecies aive
and we would spend hours asking questions and listening to his answers. As we shared
this wonderful newsin the different areas that we traveled to, the people listened to us
gladly but the leaders seemed troubled by Jesus words and actions.

It is hard to believe that it was only ten days ago prior to this awful night that Jesus had
been heralded as a king when we entered Jerusalem. We were told by Jesusto get a
young donkey so he could ride it into Jerusalem. As he ertered riding on this donkey, the
multitudes took pam branches to lay in the road before him and they proclaimed from a
psam of David, "Hosanna Blessad is he who comesin the name of the Lord" (Psalm
118:26). All in the city were asking, "Who isthis?' He went to the temple and cast out
the moneychangers. Then he heded the blind and the lame. (Matthew 21:12-14) We had
never seen him so aggressive in showing forth his power. | fet like nothing could stop
Jesus—not even the chief priests and scribes who had such disdain for him.



How could this man who had been welcomed as a king now be crucified as a common
criminal? How could our own Jewish leaders not see the good in Jesus and the good that
he was doing for the people?

In the daysto follow Jesus met with the Pharisees and the Sadducees severd times. They
often tried to trgp him by asking him questions. Jesus called them hypocrites and
pointedly showed them how they were looking at only the letter of the Law and not at the
Spirit of the Law. He summarized dl the commandments by saying, "Y ou shdl love the
Lord your God with dl your heart, and with dl your soul, and with al your mind. Thisis
the great and foremost commandment. The second islikeit, You shal love your neighbor
asyoursdlf" (Matthew 22:37-39). This never moved them. They only thought Jesuswas a
threet to their positions.

He lamented over Jerusalem and their willingness to kill the prophets and he used a
prophecy from Jeremiah when he said, "Y our house is being left to you desolate"
(Matthew 23:38; Jeremiah 22:5).

One day as we were sitting with Jesus on the Mount of Olives, we asked him for sgns of
his coming and for Signs of the end of this age. He told us of the many events that must
take place and he shared many parables with us. He dso warned us by saying that "the
Son of Man istobe delivered up for crucifixion" (Matthew 26:2). Later that night, when
we were in Bethany, Mary anointed him with an expensive perfume. Jesus said, "'For
when she poured this perfume upon my body, she did it to prepare me for burid”
(Mathew 26:12). | think | sill detected some of this perfume on him as he walked with
his cross earlier today.

| ill try to understand and comprehend that Jesusis dead. Jesustold us that we must
love our enemiest Why should | do this? How can | do this when they have just crucified
my dearest and most beloved friend and my master?

Then thereis Judas. He betrayed Jesus. He betrayed al of us! For over three years, Judas
walked with Jesus. We shared everything and | thought | knew him. Jesus even trusted
him with the money. Thereis a psam which says, "Even my close friend, in whom |

trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted up his hed againg me' (Psdm 41.9). It is hard
enough to understand strangers wanting to kill Jesus, but to have afriend do thisis
incomprehensible to me.

Wait! At supper in the upper room when Jesus seemed troubled he told us, "Truly, truly, |
say to you, that one of you will betray me" (John 13:21). We dl looked at one another
and | even asked who it might be. Jesus dipped amorsd, gave it to Judas, and said,
"What you do, do quickly." | thought Jesus had sent Judas on an errand of some kind
snce hewas in charge of the money. (John 13:22-30) Could | have stopped Judas from
betraying our Lord? Oh, dear Jehovah, was | responsible for not stopping the coming
events? Please forgive me. | was sdfish. | just wanted to stay near Jesus. | must have
faith that Jesus knew dl and that you, heavenly Father, dlowed this. But, | still ask your
forgivenessif | in any way failed you or my dear friend.



Jesus began talking about going away after Judas | eft the upper room. Asthe rest of us
walked to the Garden of Gethsemane, he told us how we would be recognized as his
disciples by the love that we have for one another. He told us not to be troubled. He said
that we could not follow him now but that we would follow him later. He promised us
peace. And he told us of the great love that the heavenly Father has for us. He called us
friends and one phrase in particular sands out now, "Thisis my commandment, thet you
love one another, just as| have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that one lay
down hislifefor hisfriends' (John 15:12,13).

What have we done to deserve such love? What have | done? Now he has gone away,
taken from usin amos crue and inhumane way. He said that he chose us. Why? Perhaps
the question should be, What will | do now? How can | best show forth hisloveto dl and
how can | share his message of the coming kingdom?

He said that he would send a helper, a comforter to us. There has never been any word
which Jesus has spoken that has not been fulfilled. | must have faith in this even though
my heart isfilled with sorrow.

| must learn to put aside the crud things that | have seen this night. Jesus was beaten and
humiliated by the very men | must learn to love. He was charged unjudtly for acrime he
did not commit. He was nailed to the cross and | eft to suffer and cry for hours and hours.
And yet, | know that Jesus forgave them. | must learn this also. When Jesus cried on the
cross, "ltisfinished,” it was acry that will ring out in my mind for along, long time. It
was dmos ardief to meto see his suffering end. | think Mary fdt thisdso. To seethis
perfect man completey worn out physicaly and emaotiondly was something | wouldn't
have believed possible even two weeks ago.

| remember something Jesus said early in hisministry: "Degtroy thistemple, and in three
days| will raseit up" (John 2:19). Did this possibly mean Jesus? Is he this temple? |
must go and meet with the other disciples to pray and search for the meaning in these

things

Mary isgtirring now. | will take care of Mary asif she were my own mother. Tolosea
friend is difficult but to lose a son must be the hardest of all.

Help us dl to look to you, Jehovah, to show us the way to best serve you and to best
continue to spread the good news that Jesus brought us. Most of al help usto learn to
have this same love that Jesus showed to everyone. He gave hisdl. Help us do the same.



Simon Peter

Healing a Guilty Conscience

Lovest thou me more than these?—John 21:15
Tom Ruggirdlo

Theinitid reaction to the death of Jesus brought a heart wrenching painto dl his
disciples and loved ones. Each had special memories of the Lord and treasured visions of
hislife. Though he had told them on a number of occasons of hisimpending degth, they
seemed incapable of accepting such a prediction.

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem and was hailed by the people as king, the thoughts of his
death were far from the disciples minds. However, when just hours later, Jesus hung on
the Roman cross, his followers were devastated. Their long hoped-for Messiah was cut
off in the prime of life. Rather than experiencing the joys of a glorious kingdom, the
disciples had to reconcile themsdlves to the redlity of their murdered king. Their sorrow,
mixed with confusion, resulted in atota lack of direction for the fledgling Chrigtian
movement.

Of dl those who grieved over the crucifixion, Simon Peter had more complex emotions
to ded with. Though al the others had forsaken Jesus and fled when he was arrested in
Gethsemane (Matthew 26:56), only Peter verbally denied that he knew Jesus. It was a
scene that would be imprinted on Peter’ s memory forever. After the arrest of Jesus, Peter
"followed afar off" and after going into the court of the High Priest’ s paace he sat with
the servants and kept warm by the fire. His intent was to remain anonymous, to quietly
observe what was happening to Jesus. He did not want to be pulled before the scrutiny of
his enemies s0 he perssted in hisdenid of knowing the Magter. With each denid the
guilt mounted. When the cock crew, the words of Jesus warning came crashing back
(Matthew 26:34). In dl the excitement and suspense he had forgotten the warning that
had been given to him just hours earlier, that he would deny Jesus.

Bitter Weeping

It was then that Peter "went out and wept bitterly” (Matthew 26:75). Vine sdictionary
explains that the word "bitterly" is used of the "poignant grief of Peter’s weeping for his
denid of Chrigt." Hisfear of being identified as a disciple made him do what he swore he
would never do. He had assured the Magter that he would die with him before denying
him (Matthew 26:35). Y et the redlity of life became so different than the spoken promise.
It isalesson of the power that fear can have on the human heart. When fear takes hold,
even one s strongest commitments can be compromised.

When news came that the murder of Jesus had been accomplished, Peter’ s sense of
betrayd was complete. He may have asked himsdf what might have been had he stood



with Jesus. Could he have prevented his death? Might he have been able to avert the evil
of the Pharisees? If nothing else, he could have given himsdlf as a martyr with the Lord
rather than abandoning him to the shame of dying asa common crimind. Certainly the
crucifixion brought more than grief to Peter. He dso would bare the burden of a guilty
conscience.

After the cross we can only imagine how he must have felt during the time that his Lord
and Magter laid in the tomb. Who could comprehend the shame he must have fdt? If
Jesus had not specifically searched him out to restore his spirit, Peter may have been lost
to the Chrigtian world. In this experience we see awonderful glimpse of the Lord’s mercy
and compassion for the inherent weaknesses of hisfollowers. In his dedlings with Peter
we see that he reads the intent of the heart; when the intent is good, the actions can be
forgiven.

Peter Singled Out

In the Garden Tomb, after the resurrection of Jesus, the angel of the Lord gppeared to
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome (Mark 16:1). Seeing the great
stone rolled away from the tomb they entered and saw the angel of the Lord sSitting where
Jesus had laid, and they were frightened. The angd then said those wonderful words, "He
isrisen, heisnot here”

The angd ingructed the women to go and tell the disciples and Peter (Mark 16:7). It is
interegting that the angedl mentions Peter by name. One commentary makes this
observation about that detail:

"This second gospdl, being drawn up—as dl the earliest tradition states—under the eye
of Peter, or from materids chiefly furnished by him, there is something deeply affecting
in the preservation of thislittle clause by Mark done, and in the clause itsdlf, which it is
impossible not to connect with the cloud under which Peter lay in the eyes of the even,
not to say inhisown aso . . . But such wounds are not easily hedled; and thiswas the
first of aseries of medicina touches™—Jamison, Faussett and Brown, page 213.

It appearsthat the ange may have singled out this one gpostle because he needed
individua attention. It was something that only the resurrected Lord coud do for he was
the one that Peter had denied. In Luke 24:34 (and confirmed in 1 Corinthians 15:5) there
is another statement that again singles out Peter. When the two disciples who had
traveled the road to Emmaus rushed back to Jerusalem to share the news that Jesus had
appeared to them, they met with unexpected excitement among the Jerusalem brethren.
The eleven gpostles and those that were with them said with greet joy that indeed the
Lord had been raised, "and has appeared unto Simon.” It was on the same day that Jesus
had appeared to the women in the early morning that he made a specia appearance to
Simon Peter. The reason for this private encounter is open to uncertainty since we are not
told what was said. It islikely that Jesus was continuing his "medicind touch” to the

heart of Peter. He needed to lift the guilt Peter carried. He needed to make Peter a



productive minister of the gospd, and to the brethren. Thisfirst encounter was to prepare
him for more detailed ingtruction later.

"Lovest Thou Me"

Thisleadsfindly to the more explicit work of Jesusin restoring the guilt-laden Peter. The
account is given in John 21. It appears that Peter was till uncertain regarding his
relaionship with Jesus. The disciples had by thistime left Jerusdlem and returned to
Gdlilee. It was Peter who stated that he intended to return to hisfishing business (John
21:3). Not knowing what € se to do, those with him followed and worked with Peter as
they fished the waters of Gdilee. They worked dl night and caught nothing. Jesus stood
on the shore and caled out asking if they had anything to eat. After their negative reply,
Jesus ingructed them to cast their net on the other Side of the boat. This action brought
such acatch of fish that they were hardly able to draw in the net. It wasthe young apostle
John who recognized the Lord. When he proclaimed it to the others Peter drew arobe
around himsdlf and jumped into the water, swimming towards his beloved Lord.

When the disciples landed they saw Jesus by afire with somefish laid on the cods. Jesus
insructed Peter to bring some fish from their own nets, to which Peter complied. Jesus
then invited them to eat breskfast. No one needed to ask who their host was, for it was
obvious to them that this was the Lord. After they had eaten Jesus turned his attention to
Peter, addressing him by his common name, "Simon, son of Jonas." Had not Jesus
changed his name to Peter? Why would he now cal him Simon? Possibly he was
reflecting Peter’ s own view of himsdlf. In hisown mind how could he continue to be
Petros, "therock,” after his cowardly denid? And so Jesus addressed him as his old sdif,
before hisfaith had distinguished him from the other disciples.

Now three smple questions followed from Jesus. "Simon, son of Jores, lovest thou me
more than these?' To what was Jesus asking Simon to compare his love? There gppear
only two possihilities. First, he may have been referring to the other disciples asthe

object of comparison. If that isthe case, then he was likely dluding to Peter’s claim that
though al otherswould deny him, he would not. And so Jesus' question would have
meant, "Do you redly love me more than the others, as you once clamed?' But if this
was the reference, then Jesus would have been merely mocking Peter’ s earlier words, and
it would have served no purpose.

More likely Jesus gestured toward the catch of fish on the shore and from which they had
just eaten as he referred to the secular work to which Simon had returned. Jesus’ intent
was to restore Simon back to the office of an gpostle. The choice that Jesus was
presenting to Simon was between feeding himsdlf or feeding others. Because there was
dill the obstacle of Peter’s guilty conscience, three questions, dmost identicd in nature,
were put to him. These three may have been intended to counteract the three denials of
Peter. He had denied him three times. Now Jesus gave him the opportunity to confess his
love three times.



Thefirgt two times when Jesus asked, "lovest thou me more than these" he used the
Greek word agapeo, which sgnifies the highest form of love. It isalove wherethereis
no s f interest, only adesire for the highest welfare of the other person. Smon’s guilty
conscience may have prevented him from asserting this type of love since his previous
actions would not indicate agapeo love. And so when Smon answered that he did love
him, he usad the familiar phileo to describe hislove for Jesus. There was one thing that
Peter was certain of. He knew in his heart that he cherished Jesus with greet affection. He
could honestly answer that his love was a strong brotherly love.

But Jesus persisted because he wanted to show Peter that he would yet have the
opportunity of dislaying agapeo love. In John 21:18 Jesus continued their discussion by
telling Peter that some day he would die a martyr for the cause of Christ. Would such
news gtrike terror into the heart of Peter? Probably not. More than likely these words
brought comfort to his guilty heart. He would yet have the privilege of dying with his
Lord, and of truly expressng hisagapeo love for him. He could now stand once again as
"The Rock" who professed faith in Jesus as the world' s Savior. The remainder of hislife
was spent fulfilling the commisson Jesus gave to him there on the shores of Gdlilee, that
of feeding and caring for the flock of Chrigt.

Healing the Guilty Conscience

Wheat a tremendous lesson we see of how the Lord deals with the shortcomings of his
children. He reads their hearts. He knows their inherent wesknesses, and he restores them
with compassion and tenderness when they are downtrodden. The importance of
displaying this process through one of the chief gpostles cannot be overlooked.

This experience of denia and restoration was to change Peter forever. He could never be
the same sdlf-confident man that he had been. These early days of his Christian walk
were followed by a courage and commitment that flowed from confidence in the Lord. In
Actsthe fourth chepter, after hedling a man that was lame from birth, he and the apostle
John were brought before the greaet Sanhedrin. This was the very body of men that Peter
had so feared while cowering in the courtyard of the High Priest. Thistime his titude
was far different. What an example of "lesson learned” we see there. He boldly spoke
with authority that Jesus had been raised from the dead, and that his own power of
hedling the |lame man had come from Jesus himsdlf (Acts 4:10). His couragein
proclaiming that salvation can come only through Jesus Christ was met with awe as even
their enemies took note that these men "had been with Jesus.”

After being threatened and commanded by the Jewish council to stop preaching in the
name of Jesus, Peter and John spoke the words that would ingpire many afaithful
follower of Chrig. "Whether it beright in the sght of God to hearken unto you more than
unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard"
(Acts 4:19,20).

In Peter’ s experience of Sin and restoration we see a microcosm of the Chrigtian life. The
question is not whether we as Chrigtianswill sin. That is aforegone concluson. Wedl



continue to fight our inherited Adamic weaknesses. The strength of our stand as
Chrigiansliesin our ahility to believe that through Jesus our sins can be forgiven, and
through his supervison of our lives even our sins can be made great object lessons for
growth and development. Aswe look back upon the life of Simon Peter we can learn for
ourselves that Jesusis stronger than our fears and that he often asks us the same questions
he asked Peter: "Lovest thou me more than these?' When we can say "yes' with complete
conviction, the Lord can work his miracles. "Choose ye this day whom ye will serve. As
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord!" (Joshua. 24:15).



Pontius Pilate

What Is Truth?

Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto
the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all—John 18:38

Michagl Nekora

Pontius Pilate was the Roman prefect of Judea when Jesus ministry was drawing to a
close. He was expected to keep the peace at minimum cost to Rome, which meant with a
minimum number of soldiers. Filate had military experience, but politica skills were far
more important in the administration of Judea. Roman prefects quickly learned that it was
the rdligious leaders who controlled what happened in Jerusalem. They ether established
acondition of déente with the Sanhedrin or had continuous unrest and rebellion on their
hands.

Pilate’ s pdace was in Samariain the segport town of Caesarea south of present-day
Hafa He had supreme authority in the military, judicid, and financid adminidration of
Samariaand Judea. He exercised only genera surveillance which required occasiond
travelling to Jerusalem to administer Roman justice, hear apped's, and keep hisfinger on
the pulse of the people. He could not have known that the events associated with that
particular Passover week would make him "the judge who changed history.”

The Sanhedrin vs. Jesus

According to Paul Maier, in 30 AD Pilate received a directive from Rome which had
obvious anti- Semitic overtones. Because he felt he had to do something Rome would
think restricted the freedom of the Jews without actualy antagonizing the Sanhedrin, he
decided to take away their freedom to execute anyone. They could conduct atrid and
find a person guilty, but the actud sentencing and execution had to be carried out by
Roman authority. Pilate spoke with Caigphas, the high priest, and explained the politica
pressure causing him to act as he did. "Pilate tried to sweeten the pill by granting a
Jewish request that he release one prisoner, chosen by the people, at each Passover, a
fedtival amnesty which was unpardlded in the Roman Empire, but a concesson with no
great implications™

It isunlikely that Pilate knew much about Jesus' activities because they were in the
religious sphere not the politicd. Although the triumphd entry into Jerusdem asthe
people shouted "Hosanna' could be interpreted as politicd, by no stretch of the
imagination was this athreet to Rome.

Therideinto Jerusdlem was not a threst to the Sanhedrin ether, but interference with
temple commerce was. It threatened the flow of money into their own treasury. Why
were moneychangers needed in the temple at al?



When Jesus answered whether it was lawful to pay money to Caesar, he asked for acoin
of the ream. "Whoseis thisimage and superscription? They say unto him, Caesar’s.”
(Matthew 22:20,21) Each new supreme ruler replaced the old coins containing the image
of his predecessor with new coins containing his own image. Caesar had followed that
venerable tradition.

And that was the "problem,” so to speak. Images were forbidden: "Thou shalt not make
unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that isin heaven above, or that
isin the earth beneath, or that isin the water under the earth” (Exodus 20:4). Accepting
coins a the temple with Caesar’ simage on them would "pollute” the temple so people
had to exchange them for temple coins. Whenever one kind of money is exchanged for
another, afee flows into the hands of the one managing the transaction. Jesus said: "It is
written, My houseisthe house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves. And he
taught dally in the temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and the chief of the people
sought to destroy him, and could not find what they might do: for al the people were
very atentive to hear him."—L uke 19:46-48

Why did a crowd which had such enthusiasm for Jesus, which was so attentive to hear
him, quickly turn and cry "Crucify him"? The obvious answer isthey were different
crowds. Everything indicates the common people never wavered in their love of Jesus. It
was the scribes and chief priests who hated him. As one of the largest employersin
Jerusalem they could easily assemble the temple employees at the crack of dawnto bea
crowd very much under their control. They could suggest with some conviction that Jesus
was athreat to their jobs. These people knew they held their jobs at the pleasure of the
chief priests. What gppeared to be an unruly mob was the most effective tool Caigphas
had and he usad it for maximum effect. Although Pilate had his soldiers, he dso knew
that actudly using them might do more harm than good.

If the scribes and chief priests could have taken the law into their own hands, they would
have killed Jesus. It would not have been difficult. They did it with Stephen, even though
under Pilate s rulesthat was not legd. But Pilate was not in Jerusalem when Stephen was
gtoned. In the unlikely event that the chief priests had to account for their actionin
condoning that summary execution, they would undoubtedly have claimed that the
"uncontrollable" crowd smply took mattersinto its own hands. Such an excuse would
never work during Passover week when Pilate was "in town™ and administering Roman
judtice.

The events of the trid before Pilate are described in some detail in the Scriptures. What is
not described are the events that might have happened behind the scenes. Jm Bishop
suggests that once the Sanhedrin decided that they had to execute Jesus and had to do it
immediatdy, they faced such overwhelming problems that the high priest would have
been forced totalk to Pilate the night before and get his agreement to "rubber samp” the
death pendty. Bishop gives these reasons.



1. When Rilate asked what accusation they brought against Jesus, he got
this sarcadtic reply: "If he were not a maefactor, we would not have
delivered him up unto thee" (John 18:30). When one seeksthe help of a
powerful ruler, one does not deliberately go out of one' sway to
antagonize him. Their reaction implies they think he is backing down from
aprior agreement.

2. The Jews did not go in to see Pilate; Pilate had to come out to meet
them (John 18:28,29). This was an enormous concession to accommodate
their idea of ceremonid defilement. They could never be sure FPilate would
actudly do this unless they had secured his agreement in advance.

3. Filate' s wife dreamed about Jesus. "When he was set down on the
judgment seet, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do

with that just man: for | have suffered many things this day in a dream
because of him" (Matthew 27:19). If she overheard what was said between
her husband and the high priest the night before, her mind would be on the
matter and it would be natural for her to dream aboutt it.?

In politica relationships among powerful forces, one Sde may have amomentary
advantage, but power can aso shift unexpectedly. There were times when Pilate needed
the Sanhedrin’s help to advance his own agenda. Pilate' s future promotiona
opportunities depended heavily on a peaceful state of affairsin histerritory. And he knew
he wasn't the only one sending reports to Rome. The high priests had their own
communication channels. So cooperation was essential between the oppressors and the
oppressed. Thiswas one time when Caigphas really needed Pilate’ s help, and they both
knew it.

It isnot clear why Pilate decided to conduct aformdl trial of Jesus. Perhapsit was
something that he saw or sensed in Jesus, aman who was clearly not like the two thieves
he had just condemned to death. All the elements of atrid are described in John 18:

1. The Indictment: What accusation bring ye againgt this man? (verse 29)

2. The Examination: Art thou the King of the Jews? (verse 33)

3. The Defense: My kingdom is not of thisworld. (verse 36)

4. The Verdict: | findin him no fault a dl. (verse 38)
When Jesus answers Pilate’ s question about whether heisaking, he says "To thisend

was | born, and for this cause came | into the world, that | should bear witness unto the
truth. Every onethat is of the truth heareth my voice. Pilate saith unto him, What is truth?



And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, | find in
him no fault a dl."—John 18:37,38

What is Truth?

Truth isone of thefirst casudtiesin the political arena. Certainly the scribes, Pharisees,

and priests had aflexible standard of truth when it was gpplied to themsdves, but an
inflexible tandard when it came to others. Jesus said, "The scribes and the Pharisees Sit
inMoses seat: dl therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do
not ye after their works: for they say, and do not. For they bind heavy burdens and
grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themsalves will not

move them with one of ther fingers"™—Maétthew 23:2-4

As events proceeded and the priests saw that Jesus might dip through their fingers, they
finaly hit upon the one fear that got Filate’ s atention: "From thenceforth Pilate sought to
release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s
friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh againgt Caesar” (John 19:12).

This was the one issue the priests could make bigger than it was. Caesar was known to be
paranoid. If he heard that his Judean prefect was indifferent to challenges against Rome,
Pilate’' s career could be brought to an untimely end. So this accusation could not be
ignored. He asks, "Shdll | crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no
king but Caesar” (John 19:15). For the moment the chief priests have become more
Romean than Rilate himsdlf.

What is truth? These putative defenders of the law effortlessy violate commandment
number one: "Thou shdt have no other gods before me" (Exodus 20:3). Truth, in their
esimation, isflexible.

Because Pilate had reserved the right as Rome' s representative to execute anyone, desath
was administered by crucifixion, aform of execution unknown to the Jews. It could be a
very dow punishment, taking aslong as severd days. In other places controlled by
Rome, those crucified died dowly, often requiring more than aday. The Jews were the
only people in the Roman Empire who had obtained the concession that under no
circumstances would any body be left on a cross over the Sabbath. If the legs of a
crucified man were broken, hecould no longer push his body up enough to get air into his
lungs. Desth actudly came quickly through suffocation. That’swhy the legs of the two
thieves were broken.

Unlike the thieves Jesus was scourged first which, if carried to an extreme, could cause
degth. This scourging made Jesus so week he could not carry his cross. In fact an entire
cross was o heavy no hedlthy man could carry an entire, assembled cross even though
that iswhat we see in the pictures of mogt artists. Only the crossbeam, placed on a
condemned man'’ s neck, was carried.® Pilate must have forgotten how weakened aman
could become when scourged because he expressed surprise that Jesus had died so
quickly (Mark 15:44).



The Roman cross, intended as an instrument of cruel deeth, instead became an instrument
of new life and hope for the human race. Pontius Filate, outmaneuvered at every turn by
the clever priests, curioudy emerges as the only one who actudly defends Jesus, hardly a
role he would have chosen for himself. Asaresult and now nearly 2000 years after these
events, heisthe best known Roman of thetime.

On the day of Pentecost Peter told the Jews, "God . . . hath glorified his Son Jesus, whom
ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Filate, when he was determined to let
him go" (Acts 3:13). The culpability of the Jawsin the degth of Jesus is beyond question.
But the anti- Semitic reaction within the Christian community isinexcusable. As Maier
putsit, “To be anti- Semitic because of Good Friday is as ridiculous as hating Itaians
because Nero once threw Christians to the lions.™

Truth

How should we answer Pilate' s question, "What is Truth?' What do the Scriptures say?
"Grace and truth came by Jesus Chrigt” (John 1:17). "Jesus saith unto him, | am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me' (John 14:6). " Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word istruth” (John 17:17).

The word of God is not "an old fiddle upon which any tune may be played.” It setsthe
highest sandard imaginable. It expects those who embrace it to uphold its principles no
matter what the persond cost may be, even of lifeitsef. But dl too frequently a person
may be tempted to make a quick calculation and see the advantage of sacrificing principle
for momentary gain. "What is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose
himsdf, or be cast away?' (Luke 9:25). The chief priests and Pharisees did aquick
cdceuldion: "If welet him thus done, dl men will believe on him: and the Romans shdll
come and take away both our place and nation™" (John 11:48). So they killed Jesus, yet
they dtill lost both their place and their nation. They said, "His blood be on us, and on our
children" (Matthew 27:25). So it was for countless generations that followed.

If we have "come to the Father" through Jesus, we have been enlightened. We have tasted
some of the good things of God, have received the holy spirit, and have seen that his
word is true and good. This enlightenment, aong with the blessng it confers upon us,

a0 requires us to conform to the truth that we understand. If we fall away, it means
desth without the possibility of aresurrection: "For it isimpossble, in the case of those
who have once for al been enlightened, and have tasted the sweetness of the heavenly
gift, and have been made partakers of the holy spirit, and have redized how good the
word of God is and how mighty are the powers of the coming age, and then fal away—it
isimpossible, | say, to bring them back to a new repentance, since, to their own undoing,
they are crucifying the Son of God afresh and exposing him to open shame'— Hebrews
6:4-6, Weymouth.



At thismemoria season, let us make fresh resolves to be among those who "are not of
them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul”
(Hebrews 10:39). He who has kept us from fdling is able to present us faultless before
the presence of his glory with exceeding joy (Jude 24)—if we remain fathful unto death.

! Paul L. Maier, Pontius Pilate [third edition] (Grand Rapids Michigan: Kregel
pubications, 1996), pp. 129-130

2 3m Bishop, The Day Christ Died (New Y ork, Harper & Brothers, 1957) p. 260
3 Max |. Dimont, Appointment in Jerusalem (New York, St. Martin's Press, 1991) p. 105
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The Trial of Jesus Christ

Six Infractions of Jewish Law

— Homer Hamlin, researched by attorney Howard Rankin

Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus,
to put him to death.—Matthew 26.:59

In the proceedings before the Sanhedrin there was no prosecutor or district attorney aswe
know him today. The charge was made and proved by the complaining witnesses
themsdlves, and the members of the court were denied the right to actively interrogate or
prosecute the accused. Jesus was accused of sedition, seeking to tear down or destroy the
Hebrew religion. The two witnesses accused Jesus of saying he would tear down the
temple and rebuild it in three days. We know from John 2:21 that "he spake of the temple
of hisbody." However, they believed he intended the literd temple, which had taken

more than forty yearsto build. Since there were only two witnesses, and they were not in
complete agreement, Caigphas redized he would lose this particular charge, so he took
control of the prosecution contrary to the Code. This was the an infraction of Jewish law..

Finding that he was not able to establish the dlegation of sedition, Caigphas changed the
charge in the middle of thetrid, a proceeding that would not be permitted today. He
changed the charge to blasphemy. This was a crime in which the accused dlegedly
clamsto himsdf aspark of divinity, ether that heis divine or that he is the Son of God.
Thiswas ancther violation

Jesus declined to answer the charges of Caigphas, which he was legdly permitted to do,
until Caiaphas pulled a master stroke. He said to Jesus (Matthew 26:63) "1 adjureyou ... "
The word occurs only seven timesin the Bible. It was a solemn and seldom used Hebrew
oath, going beyond our present day oaths " So help me God,” for in addition to requiring
one to answer truthfully, it aso compels him to answer. In today's language, Jesus could
not take the 5th amendment. Jesus recognized the solemnity of this oath, and when he
was asked "| adjure you by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Chrigt,
the Son of God" Jesus said "Thou hast said, nevertheless | say unto you, Heresfter shdl
ye see the Son of man ditting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of
heaven" (Matthew 26:63, 64). With this testimony from Jesus that he indeed was the
Chrigt, the Son of the living God, Caigphas closed the testimony and asked for an
immediate vote, after literally condemning Jesus before a vote was even taken (verse 65).
Thiswas agross violation of Jewish Law, number three.

Under the Jewish Code, a the conclusion of the testimony of a capital crime, the judges
were directed, in the language of the code, to return home, and there to eet light foods and
drink light wine, then deep well for two days and two nights, and then to return, ONLY
THEN, to vote, after again hearing the testimony againgt the accused. Caigphas dso
asked for asmultaneous or voice vote, which was the eighth flagrant violation of their



code. The code expresdy provided that the vote should be cast one at atime, beginning
with the youngest member, and then ascending in seniority until the oldest and most
meature had voted, since only in this manner would the vote of the junior member not be
influenced by that of the eder and more wise. The fourth violation!

They dl voted that Jesus was guilty. Under the Jewish Code a unanimous verdict of
guilty was averdict of acquittal. The seeming paradox is explained by the belief of the
Judeans that unless the accused had secured the sympathy and bdief in hisinnocence by
at least one member of the court, he had been denied afair trid. A unanimous verdict
would raise the possibility of apurely emotiond decision, possibly indicating "mob
psychology.” In their code averdict of guilty must be one lessthan dl, but more than
half. They dl voted guilty. Hagrant violation number five

As mentioned previoudy, it was not lawful for the Jews to put anyone to deeth (John
18:31). So they took Jesusto Pilate. It seems clear that Filate followed each of the four
steps of the Code of Crimina Procedure: accusation, interrogation, defense and verdict,
for he first said as he came out of the paace "What accusation do you bring againg this
man?' They answered "If he were not a maefactor we would not have ddivered him unto
thee" Then Pilate replied "Take him, and judge him according to your law" They replied
"It isnot lawful for usto put any man to death.” We cannot apply this particular act to a
specific law, but it isaclear case of verdict before trid, and we may properly cdl this
violation number Sx.

Excerpted from "The Trid of Jesus Christ" in Beauties of the Truth, May 1997



Joanna

A Witness at the Citadd

And the women also, which came with him from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the
sepulchre, and how his body was laid. And they returned, and prepared spices and
ointments, and rested the sabbath day according to the commandment. It was Mary
Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with
them, which told these things unto the apostles.—Luke 23:55,56, 24:10

Carl Hagensick

Festive boughs adorned the walls of the Citadd of David from the majestic tower of
Miramne to the tower of Hanand. It was Passover time in Jerusalem and a happy mood
pervaded the atmosphere. Jews from every corner of the land came streaming into the
holy city in preparation for the holy day ceremonies. Friends renewed associations with
acquaintances from far places. It was a good time to be in the City of David.

The Citadd was the home of Herod Antipas when he visited Jerusdem. His father had
built the mgegtic sructure as part of his massive building campaign. Although Antipas
was not Jewish, hisfather being Idumean and his mother Samaritan, he found it
politicaly expedient, astetrarch of Galilee, to observe dl of the Jewish fedtivas

Jerusalem stood in sharp contrast to Machareus, the desert fortress built by Herod the
Great some nine miles east of the Dead Sea. There the atmosphere was tense. The fort
was on the border with Arabiawhose king, Aretas, repeatedly attacked after Herod, who
had married his daughter, sent her back in exile so he might marry Herodias, the wife of
his brother Phillip. He had seduced Herodias while in Rome and found her a soul mate,
whose ambition for power matched his own.

Herod's retinue in Jerusdlem included his chief steward from Machareus,* Chuza. Joanna,
Chuza s wife, accompanied him. She was happy to do so, not only to escape Machareus
for atime, nor only to join with other faithful Jews in the holy holiday season, but to see
many of her beloved friends, especidly Mary Magdaene. Perhaps she would even get a
glimpse of Jesus whom she followed. Little did she realize how that was to come abouit.

At the Citadel

It was early on that fateful Passover morning when the soldiers from Pilate arrived with
their prisoner. There was some surprise in Herod' s courtyard, partly because few crimina
cases were heard on Jewish holidays and partly because Pilate and Herod had been at
enmity ever snce the Roman procurator had killed several Gdileans (Luke 13:1). It is
unclear whether Pilate sent Jesus to Herod in order to avoid making judgment, or for the
very purpose of bringing harmony to their savered relationship.



The gpodtle Peter attributes this reconciliation as being the fulfillment of Psalm 2:1,2
when he saysin Acts 4:25-28, "Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why
did the hesthen rage, and the people imagine vain things? The kings of the earth stood up,
and the rulers were gathered together againgt the Lord, and againgt his Chrigt. For of a
truth againg thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Isragl, were gathered together, for to do
whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.”

Joanna was well acquainted with Herod' s mood swings. She was probably a Machareus?
that fateful night when Salome danced and Herod was forced to keep his rash promise of
ordering the beheading of John the Baptist. She was familiar with his superdtitious
assumptions that Jesus was that same John risen from the dead (Mark 6:16). Therefore
she may not have been surprised at Herod' s reaction to the appearance of Jesus. "And
when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him of along
Season, because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some
miracle done by him" (Luke 23:8).

No longer fearful that Jesus might be John, resurrected to extract revenge for his unjust
beheading, Herod now was anxious for some demonstration of this Galilean’s miracle-
working power. He had hoped for some such signs earlier (Luke 9:9). Undoubtedly his
questioning of the prisoner was dong these lines. When Jesus "answered him nothing,”
the king’s mood quickly swung from mere curiogity to anger and contempt.

Three Robes

Jesus was wearing his usud dothing that day, including arobe that was "without seam”
(John 19:23). Joanna may have recognized it as a gift she, or one of her friends, had given
theM astg? Robes of such a seamless nature were afeature of the garments of the priests
of lsradl.

Now, in mockery, Herod’ s men covered that seamless robe with awhite garment.>
Thayer defines the Greek lampros as clear or tranducent. This stands in marked contrast
with the purple robe which Pilate used for much the same purpose. The differencein
color was gpparently due to localized traditions. It was customary for Jewish kings (and it
was as a Jewish king that Herod the Edomite ruled) to wear white robes, while their
Roman counterparts wore purple ones.

Thus, in mockery, both Herod and Pilate separately acknowledged Jesus as "King of the
Jews" It is perhaps sgnificant thet, wheress Pilate had Jesus stripped of his garment
beforeplacing the purple robe upon him, Herod placed the white robe over the seamless
coat which Jesuswore. Thus, in Herod' s citadel, Jesus combined both the white robe of
kingship with the seamless garment of priesthood—yprocdlaiming him asaking and a
priest, the office held prophetically for Christ by M chizedek. It may also go to show
that Jesus title to kingship is based on his Snlesslife of purity, illustrated by the
seamless robe.



Memories

Joanna s heart was torn by this turn of events. How well she remembered happier days
with her Master. She had been one of his earliest followers, being convinced of Jesus
teachings by her husband when the Gdlileean had hedled her son of afever, bringing him
back from thebrink of desth. Thiswas Jesus second miracle.6 Her husband, Chuza, had
been gtationed in Capernaum at that time. In fact, it was he who had taken the lead in
traveling the 25 milesto Canato plead with Jesusto hed their son. They had both been
amazed that, though Jesus did not personaly come to lay his hands on their child, his
fever left him and he began to improve the very hour (the seventh hour) when the Master
sad that the boy would live. It islittle wonder, noticing this coincidence, that John
records that Chuza "believed, and al his house" (John 4:53).

Expressing their beliefs had not dways been easy while in Herod' s service. She had bitter
memories of Herod' s birthday, Salome' s dance, and John's beheading. The Baptist was,
after dl, acousn of her Lord. She saw the injudtice. She witnessed the immordities of
court life and the brazen ambitious plays for politica power.

Y et there were benefits. She and her husband were not the only believersin Herod's
court. She may have well known Herod' s foster brother Manaen (today, spelled
Menachem, meaning consoler) and possibly she or Chuza had given him hisfirg
knowledge of the Galilean. Manaen faithfully followed in the footsteps of Jesus and
eventualy became an eder in Antioch (Acts 13:1, KJV). Tradition has it that this
Manaen was a relaive, possibly the son, of another Manaen” mentioned by Josephus®
who was an Essene and had foretold the greatness of Herod the Great and later became
his close friend.

Chuza' s job paid well. Thus Joanna had sufficiency of funds, not only for her own living,
but enough to make generous financia contributions to Jesus and his cause (Luke 8:3).
Her greatest trid the last few months was the relocation to Machereus. This kept her far
removed from being able to more actively follow the ministry of Chrigt. The grestest
compensation was being able to share her faith with her beloved Chuza and accompany
him on occasion to the areas where Jesus was actively preaching.

Reality

But the time for reverie soon passed. Joanna how had to face the harsh redity that the
Master she adored, supported, and served, was now on trid for blasphemy (the charge
under Jewish law) and treason (the accusation under Roman law) and could face the
death sentence. Although we are not informed in the Bible, it is probable that she made
the journey to the Antonium where Pilate was to pronounce find sentence.

There she would have heard the raucous cries of the mob: " Crucify him! Crucify him!*
There she would have seen him gtripped and adorned with mockery in roya robesand a
crown of thorns. There she would have seen the whiplash tear into his tender flesh.



She may have followed the crowds watching the prisoners being marched to their death
aong the Via Dolorosa. Her weeping voice may have joined the choir of women who
cried loudly, lamenting his desth. She may have heard Jesus response: "Daughters of
Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yoursalves, and for your children. For, behold,
the days are coming, in the which they shdl say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs
that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck. Then shal they begin to say to the
mountains, Fal on us, and to the hills, Cover us. For if they do these thingsin agreen
tree, what shall be donein the dry?' (Luke 23:28-31).

She was dmogt certainly on Golgotha s hill when Jesus was nailed to the cross, thrown
upright, and jolted as the heavy crossfdl into its earth-hewn socket. There she would
have heard hisagonies ("I thirgt," "Eli, Eli lama sabachthani. My God, why hast thou
forsaken me"), his tender concern for others (saying "Woman, behold thy son” to his
mother, and "Behold thy mother” to his beloved John); and findly hisvictory cry ("Itis
finished").

There they lingered, long after the Savior's dying breath, perhaps watching as his body
was removed from the cross and carried to the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. The day
which had started with such happy promisein her room at the Citadd, ended so tragically
on the hill of Cavary.

Spices for Anointing

The Sabbath was fast gpproaching. With aching heart, she headed home. There was much
to do. Quickly she, with Mary Magddene and Mary, the mother of James, and Salome,
prepared spices o that they might anoint his body when permissible after the Sabbath.

Thiswas to be the saddest Sabbath of her life. For over three years she had followed
Jesus, now the last she could do was follow him to the tomb. As soon as morning

dawned, she and her companions hurried to the grave to place their spices on his body.
She may have heard of how that other Mary, the sster of Martha and Lazarus, had poured
her spices on the Magter while he was Hill living. She may have thought of the words of

the Lord reported to her on that occasion, "L et her done: againgt the day of my burying
hath she kept this' (John 12:7). How she may have wished she could have poured her
ointments on him while he was yet dive. But thet time was over now. Among the last at
the cross, she would be among the first at the tomb.® There she, who had loyaly

supported him for the past three years, would do one last service.

He, who at his birth had received gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh from royaty
from afar, would at his death, receive fragrant spices from the women who had been
closeto himin hisministry on earth. Their spices were to produce a Sweet aromaindeed.

Y et, once more, the mood was changed. They arrived a the tomb only to find the sone
rolled away. Gripped at first by the fear that someone had stolen the body, two angels
gppearing as men garbed in shining robes quickly assured them saying, "Why seek yethe
living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you



when hewas yet in Gdileg, saying, The Son of man must be ddivered into the hands of
gnful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again” (Luke 24:5-7).

"And they remembered his words, and returned from the sepulchre, and told al these
things unto the deven, and to dl theres" (Luke 24:8,9). We may never know the degree
of joy that filled Joanna s heart as she and the others ran to bring the exciting news to
Peter and the disciples. She was richly rewarded for her unshrinking faith and devotion to
the one who had done so much for her.

May we each share both the sorrows of the cross and the joys of the resurrection,
showing our gppreciation to him who has saved us by yidding the rich perfume of our
lives asasmal token of gratitude for al he has done for us.
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Mary Magdalene

An Honorable Servant of the Lord

Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had
spoken these things unto her.—John 20:18

One of the most notable female characters in the New Testament is Mary Magdaene. Her
devotion and adoration towards our Lord have been admired by Christians throughout the
Gospel age. She gppears in countless devotiona images, such as kneeling below the cross
and crying at the garden tomb.

Despite the Bible reader’ s fascination with this beloved follower of the Madter, very little
is Scripturdly written concerning the life of Mary Magdaene, athough thereis much
gpeculation about her.

The Adulterous Woman

Condder John 8:1-11. If it were not for references from the oldest biblica manuscripts
which explain that these verses were spurious, it might be assumed that this text referred
to our dear Mary Magdaene. The account describes a namel ess adulterous woman whom
the Jewish leaders brought to the master to be condemned to death. Our Lord alegedly
told the salf-righteous accusers who had never sinned to hurl stones at the helpless
woman. The popular expression, "He that is without Sn among you, let him first cast a
stone a her" (John 8:7) has been an adopted phrase used throughout the ages by
Chrigtians, atheigts, Jews, and Gentiles. Even opponents of the Bible are familiar with
this text and many surmise that it refers to our Lord speaking about Mary Magddene. It
is believed that when the Pharisees recognized their own quilt, they reluctantly walked
away, and thus the woman was st free.

Why do some think this account refersto Mary Magdaene. One may reason that since
Mary’slife was humiliated by the Jewish leaders and spared by the Master, she woud be
eternaly grateful to him for hisintervention. Her gppreciativeness would likely motivate
her to follow fathfully after the one who rescued her from acrud and violent desth.

However, why should anyone presume that John 8 (though spurious) even refersto Mary
Magdaeneif her nameis not recorded in this Scripture? Who would want to taint the
character of such ahumble servant of our Lord with the reputation of an adulteress? The
bass of such athought is linked with Luke 7:36-38 where a sinful woman anoints our
Lord sfeet in the home of Simon the Pharisee. This nameless woman is a progtitute and
she enters Smon’'s house with avid of precious ointment intending to wash the Magter's
feet. However, she becomes so emotional in our Lord's presence that tears gush from her
eyes, and she must use her hair to dry hisfeet made wet by her weeping.



John 8 has an adulterous woman while Luke 7 describes a prodtitute. Both woman have
been characterized as being Mary Magddene. Y et the only Scripture which describes
Mary’ s background before she came into the Lord’ s acquaintance is Luke 8:2 where he
cast out seven devils from her demon-possessed body.

A Devoted Follower

How honored Mary Magdadene must have felt to minister to the Master’s needs while he
preached the glad tidings throughout Judea (L uke 8:3). Nowhere in Scripture does our
Lord regard the contributions of Mary Magddene asinferior to hismae disciples. In fact,
the evangdigts have listed her name as one of severd women who left home, family,
relaions, village, and everyday life to travel with the Master and perform domestic
responsbilities. Whatever shortcomings prevailed in her past, our Lord forgave them and
welcomed her into his company.

What a privilege it must have been for thiswoman from Magdala to witness first hand the
mighty miracles which Jesus performed and to listen to the discourses and parables as he
preached to the multitudes. Additiondly she was able to supply some of our Lord's
tempora needs which must have provided rich blessngsfor her (Luke 8:3).

The Scriptures do not indicate whether our Lord reveded hisimpending death to the
women who traveled with him. One may surmise that this information was shared only
with histwelve disciples. It is uncertain as to how Mary Magdaene would have reacted if
she had been privy to such news. One might suppose that indinctively she would have
wanted to protect her Lord from his enemies, possbly by privately negotiating with them
to spare hislife. Or she may have tried to persuade Jesus to leave town. One can only
speculate.

On the night of the Passover, the women were not invited to our Lord' s last supper in the
upper room. They had no idea that the disciples were celebrating the Master’ s memorid
sarvice that night. Thus Mary Magddene did not know of the events which wereto
follow in Gethsemane or in Caigphas’ court that evening. She had no reason to believe
that thiswas our Lord's last night on earth.

Perhaps she retired comfortably to bed that evening in anticipation of the Passover events
completely unaware that her Master had been betrayed by Judas, denied by Peter,
abandoned by his disciples, and secretly captured by the Jewish officias.

It was not until the following morning that the news spread among the people of
Jerusalem that a prophet from Nazareth had been arrested and stood in the Roman court
of Pilate accused of treason. Perhaps this was when Mary Magdaene learned of the
plight of her Lord aswell.



Grief at the Cross

If Mary was present during our Lord' strial before the nation of Isragl, what a horror it
must have been for her to see the Madter, bruised and beaten in Pilate’ s palace, quietly
gtanding beside the notorious crimina Barabbas waiting for his fate from the clamorous
crowds (Matthew 27:15-17).

Perhaps her voice to free Jesus was in the minority among the angry Jews who yelled,
"Crucify him, Crucify him!" (Luke 23:21). Since the cries from the riotous mob
prevailed, Mary Magdalene' s savior was taken to Golgotha to be crucified.

There were great crowds of grief-stricken women who watched Jesus carry his crossto
the place called Cdvary. One can only suppose that Mary Magdaene was among the
group to whom our Lord said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for
yoursalves and for your children” (Luke 23:28).

Whether our Lord spoke those words in her presence or not, her heart must have been
broken as she witnessed this find scene of the Master’ s earthly life (Matthew 27:55,56).
She saw thefierce crowds jeer and taunt her Lord as he walked to his execution Ste. She
saw the bruta soldiers pierce his gentle body as they nailed him to the cross, she
witnessad him hanging innocently upon that "tree" and she saw him quietly suffer in

pain between two thieves.

While the women stood viewing our Lord on the cross, the disciples had dready fled in
fear (Matthew 26:56). What a beautiful testimony Mary Magdaene gave to her dying
Master. She was perhaps the only non-rdlative of Jesus standing with his mother and aunt
at the cross (John 19:25). She watched him in agony, she watched as he took his last
breath, and she followed as they laid his body in the sepulchre (Luke 23:55).

First at the Tomb

Thefollowing day was the Sabbath during which al Jews rested. The buria ceremony
could not take place until one day later. There are varying gospel accounts as to who was
first informed of our Lord’ s resurrection. Although Matthew 28:1 dtates that Mary
Magddene and the other Mary arrived early Sunday morning at the garden tomb, Luke
24:10 suggests that several women went to the tomb that morning. This suggests thet not
al of the women went to Jesus' grave a the sametime.

If thisistrue, then Mary Magddene (and another Mary) were the first to visit the tomb
that day (John 20:1; Mark 16:1-3). Perhaps her devotion and love towards the Master
inspired her to vist his grave in the dark, early morning hours done. Perhaps she
believed that by being near his sepulchre she could fed aclosenessto him, and the
quietness of the morning would dlow her to meditate on his life and her adoration for
him.



Regardless of her intentions for traveling to the garden tomb aone early that morning,
her ultimate god must have been adesire to anoint Christ’s body with sweet spices. Not
only would it be gppropriate for such a humble servant to perform this service on her
Lord's body, but thiswas aso aritud traditiondly carried out by Jewish women.

Thereis no reason to believe she was confident of his resurrection as attested by her cries
to Simon Peter and John that day: "Then she runneth and cometh to Simon Peter and to
the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the
Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him" (John 20:2).

Obvioudy overwhelmed with grief, she returned to the empty tomb. The events of the
past two and a half days were quite distressing for the woman who loved and cared for
the Master during his earthly ministry. She witnessed his capture, conviction, execution,
buria and now sudden disappearance. What thoughts must have raced through her mind
for aman who only loved and never did anything wrong.

Apparently even the presence of angdlsin the tomb who asked her why she was crying
made no impression upon her. She was so overcome with sadness that she aso did not
recognize the voice of the Master when he asked her why she was crying and for whom
she was looking (John 20:12,13,15). It wasn't until the Lord addressed her by name that
sheredized he was dive.

Naturaly Mary Magda ene wanted to stay with her Master. She wanted to embrace him,
cry on his shoulder, and possibly even ask him severd questions. She may have thought
a thetime "Madter, | was 0 frightened when | witnessed your death. | do not want you
to ever leave me again. Please take me with you!" Our Lord knew of Mary’slove and
concern for him, but he cautioned her not to touch him, but to return to his brethren and
tell them of hisresurrection (John 20:17). At that point, Mary knew her rdationship with
Jesus had changed and that any physicd contact she might have had with him formerly
was no longer appropriate.

Mary may have convinced the éeven disciples that she had seen and spoken with the
risen Lord (John 20:18). Although thisis not specificaly stated in the Bible, the fact that
Jesus ingructed Mary to tell the apostles of his resurrection lends credence to the thought
that the Master would not send her to give amessage of hope and comfort which would
be rgjected by his distraught followers. Thiswould contrast sharply with the other
account when the women reported that Jesus had risen and the disciples regarded their
dory asafary tae (Luke 24:11).

Bearer of Good News

It isinteresting to note that out of al the other women who vigited his tomb, including his
mother, our Lord gave Mary Magda ene the privilege of reporting his resurrection to his
brethren. This lesson isimportant for the Lord’ s people today. We have aso been caled
by the Lord to share the glad tidings, and it is our privilege to soread the news of the
coming kingdom to al who have a hearing ear.



After hisresurrection Chrigt showed himsdlf "to many during the 40 days' (Acts 1:3).
After the ascengon the disciples met in the upper room to pray (Acts 1:14) with the
women, Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. Although not specificaly
named in thistext, it is reasonable to suppose that Mary Magda ene was there.

It is clear from the gospel accounts that the evangelists are careful to name her precisdy,
setting her gpart from the other Marys. This prominent position has caused much
speculation about Mary Magdaene' s exact role and place within the group of women
disciples aswell as her precise rdationship with Chrigt himsdlf.

Mary Magdaene is aremarkable woman and afascinating figure in Chrigtianity. She was
the honored one to whom the Lord first revealed his resurrection. She was the one whom
he told to report to his brethren that he was dive. Surdly our Lord saw aqudlity of fath,
love, and devotion in Mary which caused him to grant her these privileges.

Although it does not gppear that any women witnessed our Lord's ascension to heaven
(Acts 1.9-11), Mary Magddene s place with the Lord in the future ages will be one of
great honor.



The Resurrection of Jesus

Why Seek Yethe Living Among the Dead?

Why seek ye the living among the dead?—Luke 24:5
Verse by Verse study of Matthew 28

Perhaps no event in history so affected the people of its own time than the resurrection of
Jesus of Nazareth. It became the theme that attracted thousands to the cause of Chrig,
and the cornerstone around which the early church was buiilt.

In three and a half years of preaching, Jesus Chrigt, a perfect man who spoke "as never
man spake' (John 7:46), and who atested his words with al forms of miracles, only
some 500 became adherents of his beliefs. Within a very short time after Pentecodt, the
gpodtles, "unlearned and ignorant men” (Acts 4:13) added thousands to the fold.

The sgnificant difference was the fact of the resurrection of Jesus from the deed. The
Jaws could not deny it. They had taken every precaution to make sure the body could not
be stolen from the grave. Y et, despite the sed of Pilate and the ite guard of the
Sanhedrin, the grave was empty. Given the importance of this event, it is surprising that
the Bible gives only sketchy accounts of the details of some eleven post-resurrection
appearances which were taken by the church as "infallible proofs’ of Jesus resurrection
(Acts 1:3).

Word spread rapidly. One account, somewhat muddled in trandation, reads thus: "And,
behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth
did quake, and the rocks rent; and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints
which dept arose, and came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the
holy city, and appeared unto many" (Matthew 27:51-53).

It isunlikely that this refersto atemporary resurrection of some who had died before
Chrigt, or there would have been additiona references to these remarkable individuas.
There have been many attempts to answer the difficulties presented by this text. We
uggest that the problem may not liein the trandation, but in the manuscript itsdlf. A
pargphrased trandation of the fifth century Codex Bezae (D) reads. "And many bodies of
the holy ones which dept were tossed upright in their graves where they were manifest to
many after his resurrection at the holy city."

Thisact of tossing buried bodiesinto an upright postion in itsef would be ahighly
symbolic demongtration of a coming resurrection and would certainly have been widdy
noised about in the marketplace.



The last chapters of each of the gospels ded with the details of the appearances of Christ
to prove to his disciples that he had indeed risen from the dead. We will take alook here
at those mentioned in the last chapter of the gospe of Matthew.

The Messengers—Verses 1 to 7

"In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great
earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back
the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his
raiment white as snow: And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead
men. And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye
seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the
place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the
dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have
told you."

Earthquakes frequently have aftershocks. So it wasin 33 AD. The earthquake on Friday
afternoon that rent the temple vell and threw bodies upright in the graves on the dopes of
Olivet was followed by an aftershock on Sunday morning which rolled back the stone
from the tomb where Jesus was buried. Asthefirst quake illustrated the twin effects of
Jesus death—both opening up "anew and living way" of life into heaven, represented by
the Mogt Holy of the temple, and paving theway for the eventua resurrection of al
mankind, prefigured by the breaking of the graveyard tombs —so the second shock
reveded the method by which these would be accomplished—by the raising of Jesus
himsdf from the dead (Hebrews 10:20).

At Jesus second advent thereisaso apair of symbolic earthquakes. In Revelation 6:12
and again in Reveation 11:13 we read of a"great earthquake' in the period of the sixth
sed and sixth trumpet. Many commentators agree that thisis symbolic of the French
Revolution. But there is ftill a greater aftershock in the period of the seventh trumpet and
seventh plague (Reveation 11:19; 16:18). This earthquake is an agpparent reference to the
fina battle preceding the full establishment of Chrigt’s kingdom—the Baitle of
Armageddon (Revedation 16:16). These two quakes are the parentheses on either side of
the great trangtiond trouble which will fully remove the old world order in preparation

for Christ’s Mediatorid kingdom.

Archaeologica evidence of the earthquakes at the time of Jesus degth and resurrection
may Hill exigt today. The Essene community a Qumran, some twenty milesfrom
Jerusalem, was destroyed in an earthquake in 31 BC and was rebuilt shortly theregfter,
surviving until itsfinal destruction by the Romansin 68 AD. Vistorsto the Ste can ssea
sharp break in the steps to the ceremonid baths that can only be attributed to an
earthquake. Since the entire complex was rebuilt after the quake of 31 BC, it is probable
that this damage was done by the same quake which is recorded in our text in 33AD.



Whether the stone was actually moved by the angel or whether it was the earthquake that
actudly did the moving, it was no smdl thing. These gones were usudly rolled into
place & an indline and it took as many as twenty men to move them.*

The supernatura gppearance of the angels with their radiant countenance and brilliantly
white rament may well have been designed to accomplish the very thing it did—strike
the keepers of the tomb with such awe that they literdly fainted. Not only their
appearance, but their position—stting on the moved stone as though in conquest—were
al designed to have the maximum effect on the keepers.

The Message — Verses 8 to 10

And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy, and did run to
bring his disciples word. And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them,
saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. Then said
Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there
shall they see me.

The angd, more likely two angels, gpparently changed position before the women
arived, for we read in Luke 24:3,4 that they were standing within the tomb at that time.
After being invited to witness with their own eyes the fact that the tomb was indeed
empty, they were sent on amisson to quickly inform the other disciples of the fact.

Mary Magddene ran to tell Peter and John, who came quickly. The account in John's
gospe has her seeing the same two angels Sitting, one at the head and the other at the foot
where Jesus had lain. It was at this time that she saw one she perceived to be a gardener
and inquired if he knew where they had placed the body of Jesus. His familiar
mannerisms soon reveded to her that she was talking to the resurrected Lord himself
(John 20:11-16).

A difference in the appearance of Jesus to the women from his appearance to Mary a the
tomb is that the women freely embrace Jesus without reproof, where John says Mary
Magddene s atempt to embrace him is met with a rebuff, "Touch me not; for | am not

yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, | ascend unto my
Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God" (John 20:17). Perhaps he wished
Mary to proceed with her fresh testimony to Jesus' resurrection, whereas on the previous
occasion Mary was dready ahead of the others en route to bringing them back to the
tomb.

It is perhgps noteworthy that the privilege of being first witnesses of his resurrection and
given the rare privilege of becoming its first messengers was granted to women. This

may indicate a readier acceptance of a near-unbdievable occurrence than would have
been true with their male counterparts, or it may merely show a specia reward for their
early morning act of devotion in preparing the spices and rushing to anoint him as soon as
legdly permissible under Sabbath rules.



The message they were to deliver had two parts. fird, that Jesus had indeed been
resurrected and was aive; and second, they were to meet him in Gdilee. They must have
wondered why. He had been tried in Jerusdlem. He was crucified in Jerusdem. He was
buried in Jerusdlem. Why did he not accompany them to Gdlilee if that was where he
wished to go? How would he get there?

In fact many of the gppearances to follow were in the Jerusalem area. Galilee was athree-
day journey and they could not help but wonder at this strange request. Thefirst Gdlilee
gppearance is mentioned in the last chapter of the book of John. It takes place at the sea
shore and is specificaly mentioned as being the "third time" Jesus showed himsdf to his
disciples. Since the other gospels mention four before he went to the north, it is assumed
that this count does not reflect the personal appearance he made to Mary Magdaene as
the gardener nor the one to the other women as they ran to inform the disciples of the
good news. The John account was his third gppearance collectively to a group.

However the appearance which John records is by the sea shore, and the command of the
women is that he would meet them in "amountain.”" This must have been, therefore, after
the sea shore meeting. Perhaps there were two reasons for sending them to Gdlilee. Fird,
it would test their obedience to ingtructions from an unseen Jesus. Second, though there
were many of hisdisciplesin Jerusdem for the Passover, there may have been numerous
others who were not able to go and remained in Gdlilee. It was probably on this occasion
that he appeared to "five hundred brethren at once” (1 Corinthians 15:6).

While the name and location of the mountain are not given, it may well be that this find
sermon to a number of hisfollowers was in the same mountain where he began his
minigtry with the "sermon on the mount” (Maithew 5-7).

The Cover Up — Verses 11 to 15

Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, and shewed
unto the chief priests all the things that were done. And when they were assembled with
the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers, Saying, Say
ve, His disciples came by night, and stole him away while we slept. And if this come to
the governor’s ears, we will persuade him, and secure you. So they took the money, and
did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this
day.

The Scribes and Pharisees fdt threatened by the ministry of Jesus. They had expressed
this fear before his crucifixion. "If we let him thus done, al men will believe on him: and
the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation” (John 11:48). They
recognized his abilities of persuasion, that he spoke "as one having authority, and not as
the scribes' (Matthew 7:29). They knew that he had predicted his own desth and assured
his disciples that he would rise from the dead on "the third day" (Matthew 27:63). They
concluded this probably not from his references to raising the temple 'in three days'

(John 2:19) but from his reference to the "sign of Jonah" who was in the whal€ s belly for
three days (Matthew 12:40).



They suspected a plot on the part of his disciplesto sted his body from the tomb and
make the clams that he had been raised from the dead. Thusthey obtained permission
from Pilate to specialy secure the tomb with a sed and place their own guard at its doors.
Now their best laid plans were foiled. The sedl had been broken. The heavy stone had
been rolled away. Their guards had fainted in the brightness of the angel’ s appearance.
The body had been removed and, worst of al, word was spreading rapidly that Jesus had
risen from the dead.

The only counter-measure that remained was to form a cover up. Thisthey did by
offering the guards a bribe to make a false satement that the disciples had somehow
overcome them, broken the sedl, rolled away the stone, and taken the body. They added
an additiona incentive to the guards—protection in case of aRoman judicid

investigation.

According to Jamieson, Fausett, and Brown, the grammeatica form of the Greek in the
clause "we will persuade him" (verse 14) implies the anticipation that there would be just
such ajudicia investigation, but that they were confident Pilate could be bribed to accept
the report of the guards. They need have no fear if they gave fase evidence. It might be
noted that there are those even today who accept this lie which the guards were bribed to
give. A recent example exigts in the book The Passover Plot. However the lie was not
popularly believed in its own time as evidenced by the rgpid growth of Chrigtianity,
largely due to the acknowledged fact of the resurrection of Jesus on the third day just as
he had promised.

The Great Commission—Verses 16 to 20

Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had
appointed them. And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted. And
Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever |
have commanded you: and, lo, [ am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.

Thefact that only the leven are mentioned as journeying to Galilee to the gppointed
mountain (probably either the Mount of Bestitudes or, possibly, Mount Tabor), does not
mean that there were only eeven who saw Jesus on this occasion. Thisismogt likdly the
incident to which Paul refersin 1 Corinthians 15:6 when he was seen by "above five
hundred brethren a once." This was the only generd mesting with his disciples which the
Magter was to hold during the forty days between his resurrection and his ascension.

Thissmall body was to form the nucleus of his ambassadorid corps to spread the
message which Jesus had introduced. He begins his commission to the assembled group
by assuring them that he now has "al authority? in heaven and on earth” to give them a
commisson.



This great commission foresees the time, perhaps some three years distant, when the
gospd call would broaden out to the Gentiles. However, even then they were to spreed
the word to the Jewish population aready dispersed throughout the Roman empire. Later,
when he gppeared in their midst in Jerusdem for the last time, he gave them similar
ingructions, commissioning them to be his witnesses "both in Jerusdem, and in dll

Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Again, on the day of
Pentecost, the word was spread to the assembled Jaws from some fifteen parts of the
empire (Acts 2.9-11).

However it was the gpostle Paul who, as the "gpostle of the Gentiles' (Romans 11:13),
gpplied atruly globa approach to this commission. This missonary function of the
followers of Christ continuesto this day.

They were not only to teach the message but to baptize converts into thisfaith,
acknowledging them not merely as believers of the word but doers aso. These new
followers were to be taught the same precepts which Jesus had taught the five hundred,
namely, those principleslaid down in the New Testament.

The baptismd formula—"in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit"—is of doubtful authenticity. Although most trinitarian theologians use this text as
agtrong support for atriune God, the formula as given was not so used by the early
church fathers® whose writing predated our earliest manuscripts. Some scholars openly
challenge these words*

The close of the commission is the encouraging words, "Lo, | am with you dway, even to
the end of the world.” This promiseisto be distinguished from that of his persond
presence at the end of the Christian age, for the apostles Paul, John, and Peter—al
writing well after this promise—encourage the anticipation of the persond return of
Chrigt.

In the context of Matthew, the meaning appears not only to be a generd promise of
Chrigt’s spiritua presence throughout the age, but a specific one related to the given
commission. In this, it issmilar to Jesus wordsin Matthew 10:18-20, "And ye shdl be
brought before governors and kings for my sake, for atestimony againgt them and the
Gentiles. But when they ddliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall spesk: for
it shal be given you in that same hour what ye shdl speak. For it is not ye that spesk, but
the Spirit of your Father which spesketh in you."

Jesus, like his Father, makes no requests of those who follow him without giving them
the wherewithd to carry them out. What greater assurance can we ask than that, leaning
on him in our wesakness, we seek to use his strength to do the Father’ swill.

Although the closing word, "Amen," is of doubtful authenticity and, if not spurious, was
probably added by Matthew, it is afitting response for us today. As he has commanded,
0 may it be ("Amen"). May we each respond to the requests of our Lord with such a
fervent agreement and assent.



NOTES

! Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Digital Edition, article on Strong’ sword #617, apokulio: "For asmall grave,
about 20 men were required to roll a stone downhill to cover the door of the tomb. The Bible tells us that
the stone covering the door of the tomb was alarge stone. The women would have needed more men than
even afull Roman guard of 16 men to roll away the stone."

2. The Greek exousia, translated "power" in the King James is better translated "authority.” Vine's
Expository Dictionary, both Robertson’s and Vincent’ s Word Studies and most newer translations so agree.

3. Eusebius cites Matthew 28:19 eighteen timesin hiswork, always in the same form: "Go ye and make
disciples of al nationsin my name, teaching them to observe al things, whatsoever | commanded you."
Aphraates, a Syriac writer of the middle-fourth century, citesthetext in yet adifferent manner, "Make
disciples of al nations, and they shall believein me." Even Adam Clark, a devout Trinitarian, demonstrates
that the Jews were baptized only in the name of Jesus, the Messiah. For athorough treatment of this matter
we refer the reader to Beauties of the Truth, January 1991, in the article "In the Name of the Father, and of
the Son, and the Holy Spirit" by Leonard Griehs.

4. James Martineau in hisSeat of Authority and Adolph Harnack in his History of Dogma aretwo of these.



Poems and Prose of Devotion

Blessed Redeemer

Up Cav'ry’s mountain, one dreadful morn,
Walked Christ my Savior, weary and worn;
Facing for sinners death on the cross,

That he might save them from endlessloss.

"Father, forgive them!” thus did he pray,

E en while hislife-blood flowed fast away;
Praying for snnerswhilein such woe—
No one but Jesus ever loved so.

O how I love him, Savior and Friend!

How can my praises ever find end!

Through years unnumbered on heaven’s shore,
My tongue shd| praise him forevermore.

Blessed Redeemer, precious Redeemer!
Seemsnow | see him on Cavary’stree
Wounded and bleeding, for sinners pleading—
Blind and unheeding—dying for me!

—Mrs. Avis Chrigiansen

First published in 1920 in the hymnal Songs of Redemption according to Kenneth W.
Osbeck in Amazing Grace [Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, Mich. 1990].



"Who Shall Roll the Stone Away?"

A namdess chill pervaded dl the air,

On that gray morn, long centuries ago,
Asthrough the city’ s narrow streets there crept
Two women on their way to Cavary.

The fragrant odors of sweet spicestold

Of their sad errand to the tomb of Him

They loved. And asthey neared the garden where
Their blessed Lord was laid, asudden fear

Took hold upon their eager, loving hearts—

The sepulchre was hewn from solid rock,

A great stone had been rolled before the door,

And seded with Filate sroyd sgnature—

They fdt thair weakness, and in anguish cried,

"Oh, who shdl roll for usthe sone avay?"

But faith grew bold, they urged their fdtering seps—
Whenlo! they found an Angd from the Lord

Had rolled away the stone, and sat thereon!

Thus often, when with loving zed we seek

To servethe Lord, agresat fear chills our hearts,
The door of opportunity seems closed,

And in our weakness and distress we cry,

"Oh, who shdl rall for us the stone away?"

But when with faith and courage we press on
Wefind the Angd of the Lord hath gone
Before, and |o! the soneis rolled away!

—Gertrude W. Siebert
Poems of the Way, page 89



Remember the Empty Tomb

Chrigt isrisen from the dead. | pray you, do not think of the Lord Jesus
Chrigt as though he were now deed. It iswdll to dwell upon Gethsemane,
Golgotha, and Gabbatha; but pray remember the empty tomb, Emmaus,
Gdliles, and Olivet. It isnot well to think of Jesus asfor ever on the cross
or in the tomb. "He is not here, but heisrisen.” Ye may "come and seethe
place where the Lord lay,” but he lies there no longer he hath burst the
bands of death by which he could not be holden: for it was not possible
that God' s holy One could see corruption. Therising of Jesus from the
dead isthat fact of facts which establishes Christianity upon an historical
bass, and a the same time guarantees to dl believerstheir own
resurrection from the dead. He is the firgfruits and we are the harvest.

—Charles Haddon Spurgeon
Sermon Collection, volume 3, page 515

The Canary and the Sparrows

A dory istold of agentleman who had a beautiful Snging canary. .A friend wanted to see
if he could teach his sparrows to sing by .keeping the canary with them. He borrowed it
and placed it in the cage with his sparrows. But instead of teaching them to sing, the poor
bird got so timid among the strange birds that it stopped singing dtogether and did
nothing but chirp like the sparrows. The owner took it back, but till it would not sing. It
then occurred to him to put it beside another canary which sang well. This had the desired
effect and, regaining the old note, it sang as beautifully as ever.

Many Chrigtians go, like the canary, into the strange company and atmosphere of the
world, and consequently they not only do not teach the world to sing their happy,
glorious note of praise, they cannot sing the old songs of praisein a srange land
themsdlves. Soon they learn the sorrowful note of the world. The best thing for suchisto
go back again into the more genid society of happy, rgoicing Chrigtian saints, among
whom they will soon learn to sing the glorious notes of praise again, making melody in
their heartd

—Reprints, page 878



The Hidden Cross

The multitude saw but the cross of olive-wood

The Man of Sorrows bore, nor knew how undernesath,
Close-pressed upon His heart, a hidden cross He wore,—
A dark and bleeding weight of sin and human woe,

Made heavier with the sentence of God' s broken law,

And crowned with thorns of scornful and mdicious hate—
A cross the world’ s Redeemer found on Jordan’s brink,
Nor laid it down until He came to Calvary.

Ofttimes it seemed He dmost craved some human ad,
Some sympathizing heart to share that crue cross.
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, hadst thou but known

What time that cross bore heaviest on the yearning heart

Of Him, thy King!—And yet, O, dow of faith and hard

Of heart, "Y e would not"—and the King passed on Hisway;
And of the people, there was none with Him, He trod
Alone the winepress of this dark world' s shame and woe!

O, chosen three, had ye but watched with Him "one hour,”
That awful night in dark Gethsemane, ye might

Have lightened some the crud weight of that dread cross,
Have known and shared with Him that agonizing woe—
Alasl Alag Your eyes were heavy, and ye dept.

So now, "degp on and take your rest,” ye weary ones,

A holy angd’ s wing hath eased the hidden cross—

Y our Magter, strengthened, waits that other cross to bear!

Which cross bore heavier on the way to Cdvary,—

The cross the crud Roman soldierslaid upon

That blessed One? Ah! no, it was the unseen cross

That crushed Him to the earth, that wrung from those pde lips
The agonizing cry, "My God, My God, oh, why

Hast Thou forsaken Me?' In grief Earth rent her bresst,

The sun grew dark. ‘ Tisfinished, and the price is paid,—

The hidden cross had pierced that loving, tender heart!

"Take up thy cross and follow Me" the Master said.
Ah, yes, Hisfathful Bride must so bear a cross—
The hidden cross, made not of life s vicisstudes
Alone, itsillsand pain, itsloss and poverty,—

The outward sans the multitude behold:



Ah! no, wefallow in His steps, who went before

Usin the narrow way. We, too, must bear the woe,

Be touched with feding of the world' s infirmity,—

Its weary weight of sin and curse of broken law.

Let us, therefore, go forth to Him, "without the gate,”

Lay down our lives in sacrifice, spend and be spent,

And, while we clasp this cross more closely to our bresst,
Press on toward Calvary, for there our Bridegroom waits
To take the cross of woe, and give the Crown of Joy!

—W. H. Pepworth



NEWS AND VIEWS
Pastoral Bible Institute News

Date of Annua Mesting

The annua mesting of PBI Members and Directors will be held on Friday, July 14, on the
campus of the University of Rttsburgh a Johnstown in Pennsylvania. The Generd
Convention of Bible Students will begin on Saturday, July 15, at the same location and
end the evening of July 20. Those who are interested in the Pastoral Bible Indtitute,
whether members or not, are encouraged to attend this meeting. Contact the Ingtitute's
secretary for details concerning accommodations.

Around the World

The AIDS conflagration continues to blaze out of control throughout most of the
developing world. In 1999 done, there will have been 2.6 million fatdities—the highest
yearly total snce the epidemic began two decades ago. More than 70% of the HIV-
postive live in sub- Saharan Africa, aregion that contains only 10% of the world's
population. UN officias predict that life expectancy at birth in the region will drop to 45
sometime in the next five to ten years. The most glaring current hot spot, however,
encompasses the former Soviet Union, where the proportion of the population living with
HIV has doubled in only two years. Tragicdly, more than haf the victims worldwide are
under the age of 25, and few will live to see their 35th birthdays.

—Los Angdles Times, 11/24/99

Russan voters on December 19 cast their balots according to emotiona considerations
rather than rational calculations. Parties of the center-right whase economic policy will
be reformist (Communist) and whose defense and foreign policy will be hawkish will
control the new Duma. The war in Chechnya had serious impact on the whole process.
For dl its ugliness, it has been popular anong Russians, and even libera paliticians have
toed the patriotic line by supporting the war effort. But Westerners must be careful not to
overasmplify the tragedy in Chechnya The Russian public ssemsto have bought the
officia story that Chechens were behind terrorist attacks in Moscow and Volgodonsk in
September, though there' s hardly any evidence. The "Chechen rebels" are bandits who
ply their trade on Russian territory and whose methods can only be described as
medievd. For the mgority of Russans, the military crackdown in Chechnyaistheir only
hope of ever ending corruption and crimindlity in cities where they live. In the coming
years the shape of Russa—with dl that implies for the rest of the world—may yet be
decided by the ultimate outcomein little, bloody Chechnya.

—Wall Street Journal, 12/21/99



Two recent events particularly jolted the intelligence community. One was the arrestin
Jordan of 13 terrorigts reportedly planning attacks on Americans and Isradlis. The other
was the apprehension of severa suspected terrorists who tried to sneak acrossthe
Canadian border with more than 100 pounds of explosives. The seized materia
convinced U.S. expertsthat the Algerian terrorist network is zeroing in on American
targets. The shadowy Saudi terrorist Osama bin Laden has been sheltered by the ruling
Tdiban in Afghanigan. A little over ayear ago he issued [a decreg] cdling on Mudims
to "kill Americans” The possibility of amore peaceful Mideast increases, in the short
term, the threat of terrorism. These are free agents accountable to no nation states.

—Wall Street Journal, 1/6/2000

|sragl

Israel isfacing itsworst drought in nearly a century, and the country’ s environment
minister has called on the government to declare anationa stete of water emergency. The
Middle East is dready two months into what is condgdered its winter season and no
ggnificant rainfal has been received across much of Isradl. The levd of the country’s
magjor water resource, the Sea of Galileg, is criticaly low and expected to drop even
further if the recent hot, dry weether perssts.

—Los Angdes Times, 12/2/99

If thereisany law that embodies the ethos of the Jewish State, it isthe Law of Return. In
aworld in which most countries jealoudy guard theright to immigrate, Isragl uniquely
grants millions of "foreigners’ the right to show up and amost ingtantly become citizens.
Of course, the point isthat no Jew isa"foreigner” to |srae—the Law of Return legdly
expresses the essence of Jewish peoplehood. Ironicaly, the quintessentia vehicle for
Jewish unity is now being accused of undermining the Jewish character of the sate. The
rise in the proportion of non-Jews among immigrants from 12% in 1990 to 53% in 1999
has set off darm bells. The growing proportion of nortJewish immigration is not o
much afunction of the expansveness of the Law of Return asit is of increasing
assmilaion within Diagpora Jewry. The extension of the Law of Return to grandchildren
is basad partly on the idea that anyone who under the Nazi Nuremberg laws would have
been sent to the gas chambers for being a Jew should be dlowed to immigrate to Isradl.
Of the roughly 200,000 nort+Jews who arrived over the last decade, most have Jewish
family members, but see little reason to convert to Judaism to further integrate into Isragli

ociety.
—Jerusadem Post, 12/3/99

For the past two decades, Washington has been home to a cadre of peace process
watchers ingde and outside government who have endlessly debated the nature, merits,
and prospects of a comprehensive Middle East peace. They appear to bereaching a
consensus that thistime, at last, there is asolid chance that |srael and Syriawill Sgna
peace agreement. This consensus draws instead upon common conclusions reached by



supporters of both Isradl and the Arab cause. |sradl sees a Syrian dedl asthe key toa deal
with al but the most reconstructed Arab "rogue’ states. If that provesto be the case, it is
difficult to see how the prospect of avirtualy comprehensive peace would be defeated in
areferendum or even in aKnessat vote, though the latter is surdly more difficult to
predict.

—Jerusalem Post 12/20/99

Hamas plotted to cause anationd epidemic by poisoning the drinking water in Isragl with
chemicas. During |sragl Defense Forces interrogetions, arrested military head
Mohammed Abu Tir reveded that Addle Awaddla, the chief commander of the military
branch of Hamas, was responsible for masterminding the plot. Abu Tir dso told
interrogators about a large shipment of wegpon systems from Iran which were transported
to Isradl through the Dead Sea.

—Y ediot Ahronot, December 1999
(an independent newspaper published in Isradl)

[dam

A family of ax waskilled in northern Algeriain an attack aitributed to Idamic

insurgents. The daily La Tribune reported that Sx members of the same family had their
throats dit in asmal, isolated village near Relizane, about 160 mileswest of Algiers. The
Idamic holy month of Ramadan typicaly brings asurge of violence in the North African
country. Algerian media report that about 70 people have been killed snce Ramadan
began December 9. In Ain Defla, 90 miles west of the capita, 17 members of the armed
wing of the Idamic Sdvation Front turned themsdves in to authorities Sunday, hoping to
benefit from a plan that would grant them amnesty, newspapers reported. An Idamic
insurgency has daimed 100,000 livesin Algeriasince it began in 1992. Violence broke
out after the army canceled legidative dections the now-banned Idamic Sdvation Front
was poisad to win. In September, Algerians overwhemingly voted in favor of a peace
plan amed at reintegrating Idamic militants into society. Insurgents who turn themsdlves
over to authorities are to be granted partial amnesty and reduced jail terms as long asthey
are not guilty of rape, murder or bombings.

—Associated Press, 12/20/99

The Pakistani Supreme Court today ruled that charging interest was againgt the teachings
of Idam—adecison that will likely lead to sweeping changes in this country’ s dready
troubled financia sector. The 1,000- page judgment aso cdled on the government to
renegotiate itsinternationa |oans. Pakistan has negotiated $1.6 hillion in loans from the
International Monetary Fund and owes more than $3 billion to commercia lending
ingtitutions and donor countries.

"Serious efforts shal be made by the federa government to relieve the burden of foreign
debt as soon as possible and to renegotiate the existing loans," the court said. " Serious



efforts should dso be made to structure future borrowings if necessary on the basis of
Idamic modes of financing." Eight specific laws governing interest payments will have to

be revoked no later than March 30, 2000. Other laws will have to be changed by June 30,
2000 and il others by June 30, 2001, the court said. "Any amount big or smal over the
principa in acontract of loan or debt is riba’ and is prohibited by the Holy Koran," the
judgment found, using the Arabic word that isinterpreted as interest. There was no
immediate comment from Pekistan’s army-led government or from leading financid
inditutions.

—Associated Press, 12/23/99

Christendom

A broad codition of religious, educationd and civil-liberties groups agreed last week to
encourage schools to make study about the Bible "an important part of acomplete
education.” . . . [Guidelines were] developed to help teachers include academic
ingruction about the Bible in literature and history courses, without prosdytizing.
Developing better teacher training is the next step, says the Nationd Bible Association.

—Time, 11/22/99

The pope' s vist to the Holy Land in March of 2000 could be anew pagein the
higtoricaly srained relations between the Catholic Church and Jews. Isragl’ s chief rabbi,
Rabbi Israd Meir Lau, said, "We seeit asareconciliation, a hisoric bridging of
distances, in which the Catholic world feds it caused the Jaws much sorrow.”

—Deutsche Press Agentur, 12/20/99

After nearly five centuries as the sate church, Lutheranism will end itsties with the
Swedish government on New Year's Day and will be treated like any other religion.
Although 90 percent of Swedes nominaly are Lutherans, the change reflects
demographic and immigration trends aswell as Swedes generd indifference to
organized religion. The changes, gpproved by parliament in 1995, remove a centuries-old
tradition that automatically enrolled children whaose parents were church members and
mede the church an organ of the government. The ruling means bishops will no longer be
gppointed by the government and the church can no longer receive tax money. Sweden
remans alargely Protestant country. It has twice as many Mudims as Roman Cathalics.

—Associated Press, 12/21/99
Economics

One of the grand myths that the U.S. government tells people is about Socid Security’s
soundness. It claims that even though the system will go broke in 2014, the trust fund
redly has $2.9 trillion in assets to pay retirees. In redity, the trust fund does not have redl
assets to pay benefits, say experts. "The bonds in the trust fund are just claims against



future tax receipts. They are not real assets,” said Peter Ferrara, co-author of the book A
New Ded for Social Security. Currently workers pay atax of 6.2% and the employer
matches it. The money isthen given directly to current retirees who are owed benefits.
The system taxes current workers a a higher rate than necessary to pay current retirees.
But the government doesn’'t have a bank account to set aside this surplus. Nor isthe
money invested. The government issues a non-marketable bond to the Socia Security
Adminigration and uses the surplus funds for spending on current government programs
or for debt reduction. "The bonds in the trust fund are worthless scraps of paper,” sad
Scott Hodge of Citizens for a Sound Economy.

—Investors Business Daily, 12/17/99

Juan Salvador Gamar sdlls newspapers eight hours aday from atraffic idand on abusy
Mexico City boulevard. His shrunken frame and weetherworn face are evidence of his
job’shedth risks. "I don’t like doing this, but | have to eat,” said Gamar, 55. He is part of
avast army of dreet jugglers, candy sdllers, fire-eaters, and knickknack vendors who
make up a Szable portion of Mexico’sinforma economy—jpeople who work but do not
pay taxes or get socid wdfare. Officid estimates put the informa economy, which has
mushroomed since a crippling 1994-95 peso crash, at 30 percent of Mexico's roughly 37
million economically active population. Private sector estimates put the figure as high as
50 percent for nonagriculturd activities. Many Mexicans saw alarge chunk of their
savings wiped out in a series of drastic peso devauationsin 1994-95, which led to high
interest rates, aflood of defaults and job losses. While Mexico has undergone a dramatic
economic transformation in the past decade through deregulation, sweeping privatization
and entry into NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement), over haf the population
remains below the poverty line.

—Reuters, 12/20/99
Science

A team of more than 200 researchers around the world has completed a genetic map of
human chromosome 22, one of the 46 chromaosomes that make up the genetic blueprint of
humanity. The announcement marks the first time a chromaosome has been completely
mapped. Researchers said that the map of chromosome 22—allist of 33.4 million pieces
of DNA —offersaglimpse into the potentid of efforts to decode the entire human
genome. Researchers dready know of severd disorders associated with mutations aong
chromosome 22, including genes that cause cancer, poor fetal development and nervous
system problems.

—Bloomberg News, 12/2/99

In arapid surge of discovery, researchersin 1999 began learning how to direct the
transformation of stem cdlsinto new body parts, afinding that may dramaticaly change
medicine and extend life. The editors of Science have sdected the new stem cdll research
as the "Breakthrough of the Year" for 1999. Embryonic stem cells are the ancestral cdlls



that giveriseto dl of the tissues and organsin the body. Researchers believe that such
cdls, taken from human embryos or fetuses, could be directed to grow replacements for
aling hearts, livers or other organs. Researchers have aso found that some stlem cdlls
taken from adult tissue could be converted into other types of cells—brain cdls becoming
blood cells, or bone marrow becoming liver. Runner-up for breakthrough of the year was
the huge advances in genomics, the science of deciphering the basic genetic pattern of

life. The complete gene sequence for three microbes was completed in 1999, and a third
of the base pairsin human DNA, dong with one complete chromosome, number 22. A
rough draft of the entire human genome is expected by March.

—Associated Press, 12/16/99

Scientists have trandferred a frozen embryo between speciesfor the firgt time by bringing
to term arare African wildcat in the womb of an ordinary house cat. Researchers a the
Audubon Ingtitute Center for Research of Endangered Speciesin New Orleans say the
method could be used to bolster an endangered species or resurrect an entire species.

—Associated Press, 12/14/99
Book Review

Early Christian Doctrines [fifth edition], J.N.D. Kelly (San Francisco, Calif.: Harper,
1978). 499 pages.

Thereis no shortage of books examining the development of Christian theology. Early
Chrigtian Doctrinesis of interest because of its objective examination of the evolution of
dogma and its organization of an ocean of materid through outlining the devel opment of
esch doctrinein its historical context. Bible students who desire a generaly unbiased
view will find comfort in this trestise.

In the early years of the Chrigtian church, there were so many new writings and so marny
influences that one wonders how some early Chrigtians maintained any semblance of
truth. Higtorians such as Adolph Harnack have been particularly useful to Bible students
wishing to examine the development of popular doctrines such as the trinity and the
divinity of Christ. However, these tregtises are in multiple volumes and have not been
easy to read.

Kely'sfirs edition gppeared in 1960. The fifth edition, published in 1978, isa clear,
precise, relatively short and up-to-date account of the development of the mgjor
doctrines. It presents a baanced picture of many of the early controversies. Perhaps no
controversy was greater than that of the trinity. The examination of the history of the
development of this doctrine absorbs about haf the fifth edition and is well worth

reading. One chapter on the concept of a"divinetriad" provides an excdlent perspective
to show how this concept was devel oped—it was not inherent—in early church teaching.
Contrary to modern evangelica tenets, monotheism loomed so large in the minds of the
early church fathersthat it was held to mark the dividing line between the Church and



paganism. Kdly traces the writings of early church fathers and shows how and why the
Greek influences of Gnosticism and Stoicism took over the dominant pogition in
theologica thought. This culminated in the council of Congtantinople in 381 with the
forma ratification of the declaration that there was one God exigting in three co-equd
persons.

Apart from its fine summary of the development of the trinity, thisfifth edition indudes a
new chapter on Mariology. This chapter summarizes recent archeologica finds of
documents which show that the worship of Mary began very early in the church and was
agreat source of controversy prior to its forma adoption by the Roman church in the late
fifth century.

—Len Griehs
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