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If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.—John 13:17

Transformation is the essence of the Chrigtian life. Knowledge, service, worship, and
praise are only tools to be used to this end.

The process of transformation of character is an individua matter. As no two parts of the
human body are exactly dike, and as no two stones for Solomon’'s Temple were chisdled
as duplicates of each other, so each member of the body of Chrit, each member of the
spiritud temple, is prepared by the Lord for aunique future role.

While there have been hundreds of books written on how to live the Chritian life, none

of these can serve asauniversal "how to" guide. Even the Law which God gave to Moses
did not cover every detall of life. Its principles had to be interpreted and gpplied on an
individua basis. The best that can be said is that writings on how to be transformed are
only an examination of the principles that each individud needs to adapt to his own life.

It iswith this understanding that THE HERALD undertakes this current issue on the theme
of Chrigtian Living. Each author probes one or another aspect of the gpplication of the
Bible to persond experiences.

Lovefindsits expression, not so much in greet deeds of sacrifice, but in little daily
manifestations of one' sfeding of affection for another. The opening article, That Which
Is Least, examines the attributes of love listed by the gpostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 13,
showing how these can be gpplied in the smal and mundane matters of life.

Of dl the characteristics which God desiresin his people, perhaps the most important is
unguestioning obedience. "To obey is better than sacrifice” were God' s words through
Samud to Saul, thefirg king of Isradl (1 Samud 15:22). In Obedience and Sacrifice, the
author harmoni zes these two requirements for those who would be acceptable to God.

The article entitled Prayer looks at the various aspects of how a Christian communicates
with God and the advantages received from developing aregular, full, and deep life of



prayer and worship. Few symbols of prayer are more recognizable than Albrecht Direr’s
famousetching The Praying Hands. The story behind this etching follows the article on

prayer.

While the development of character isthe prime responghility, it does not diminish the
desire of God for his servantsto be active in alife of service aswell. Acceptable Service
gives anumber of suggestions of how we can employ our time and talentsin Soreading
the news of our Creator and his glorious plan to those around us.

For a Chridtian’ s day to go wdll, it must start well. If the earliest thoughts of the morning
hour are goent in getting our hearts into a spiritua frame of mind, the experiences of the
day will be interpreted in line with such morning devotions. A Quiet Time With God
suggests a sever minute spiritua warm-up for each day of our lives.

Few chaptersin Holy Writ are more specific to the gpplication of Chrigtian principlesto
dally life than the twelfth chapter of the book of Romans. Our verse-by-verse Bible study
feature entitled The Sanctified Life examines dl the verses of this chapter.

Those who have preceded us into degth often have left behind valuable lessons from their
Chrigtian lives. Our "Echoes from the Past" feature entitled Doing God'’s Will istaken
from notes of Benjamin Barton, afathful saint who died in 1916.

While there are hundreds of other topics of importance in the process of spiritua
transformation, space limits usto just these few. We trugt that this admittedly smdl
sampling of the Bibl€'s principles for transforming our lives may encourage usto put
them into practice. In the words of David, after dl had been provided for building the
temple, "Who then iswilling toconsecrate his service this day unto the LORD?" (1
Chronicles 29:5).



Love's Characteristics

That Which Is Least

He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in
the least is unjust also in much.—Luke 16:10

Carl Hagensick

Perfection isin the detalls. Life is shaped, not so much in its eventful moments, but in the
commontday ritud. Character is not molded in one complete whole but, rather, formed in
tiny parts and assembled during an entire lifetime. A person may sted himsdf for mgjor
trids, but is often eroded by the steady dripping of countless small irritations. In the
words of apopular song of a haf-century ago, "little things mean alot.”

The gpostle Paul speaks of the enduring nature of true character in 1 Corinthians 13:13,
"And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these threg; but the grestest of theseis charity.”
The attribute of charity, or unselfish philanthropic love, islike aray of purest light which,
when viewed through a prism, reveas a spectrum of dl the colors of the rainbow. It is
these components of love which Paul enumerates in the earlier verses of 1 Corinthians
134-7.

Love is patient [NIV]: It is often easier to exercise patience for the long haul than to
endure the irritation of small ddays The farmer will plant hisfidds, knowing full well
that the fruitage will not come for many months (James 5:7). A troubled mind, on the
other hand, may lay awake dl night, impatiently waiting for the morning light (Psalm
130:6). How often we are willing to wait for the fruition of some grand plan to take
shape, but are highly irritated when atraffic Stuaion delays us for afew minutes.

I mpatience breeds frustration, and frustration anger. It isin these Stuations we need to
cdl to mind the hymnist’swords:

My times arein thy hand,
My God, | wish them there.

It is only when we remember that our concept of timeis so different from that of our
Father, to whom one day is as a thousand years (2 Peter 3:8), that our perceptions of time
change. It isthis redization that should help a Chrigtian endure petty irritations from
spouse, children, co-workers, classmates, friends and neighbors, and even the strangers
that are met in the day-to-day concourse of life.

Love is kind: Thewords "polite’ and "palitician” are etymologicaly reated. Y et thereis
avad difference between the polished urbanity of the politician and the true kindness that
emanates from a heart full of love. The kindness of love is congtantly on the dert to
supply the needs of his fellow, whether it be aword of encouragement, a helping hand,
financia assstance, or just a cheery greeting. Earthquakes, airplane crashes, floods, and



other calamities frequently spawn feets of heroism. Food, money, medicd ad, ad
physical assistance rush in to the troubled area. True Christian kindness does not wait for
the calamities, but seeks daily to be of service to one' s fellowman. The symbol of service
for the Chridian is Jesus washing his disciples feet (John 13:5-14). When he had
finished, he said to hisdisciples, "I have given you an example, that ye should do as|
have doneto you" (John 13:15).

Envy isHf-love, adesreto gratify self with the things that another has. Welivein a
world Love envieth not: where commercidism uses envy asatool to incite sdes. The
fina commandment, the only one that governs thoughts instead of actions, is "thou shalt
not covet" (Exodus 20:17). Living in amateridigtic world, where everything is available
to those who sufficiently desire it, envy needs to be stopped at its lowest levd. A vidit to
afriend' s house may arouse adesire for such asmple thing as atablecloth like theirs, or
adesire for apiece of furniture they have. Such desires, indulged, lead to wanting a better
car or abetter home than others. How different is the admonition of the gpostle Paul: "I
have learned, in whatsoever Sate | am, therewith to be content™ (Philippians 4:11). Envy
is not limited to possessions. We may envy another’ s prominence or desire another’s
opportunities. Instead the Christian is urged to esteem the other as "better than
themsdlves' (Philippians 2:3). Another form of envy isjedousy, desring the specid
friendship of another. We often rationdize that such jealousy is born of our deep love for
that person when in fact it manifests alove for oursdves born of our imagined need for
the other. It islittle wonder that Solomon describes such jedlousy as"crud asthe grave”
(Song of Solomon 8:6).

Does not boast [NIV]: Boading isasgn of an inferiority complex. Fegling our own
inadequacies, we seek to make up for them by ether emphasizing what good we have
done or comparing oursalves to others who have even greater lacksin one area or
another. Paul’ s exhortation is direct on this point: "We do not dare to classify or compare
oursalves with some who commend themsdlves. When they measure themselves by
themsdlves and compare themsel ves with themselves, they are not wisg' (2 Corinthians
10:13, NIV). The faithful Chrigtian will rather seek to emphasize and rgjoice in the
superiority of another and to attribute al of our good works to the grace of Christ
working in and through us.

Is not puffed up: Incipient pride is one of the most dangerous of the "little foxes that

gpail the ving' (Song of Solomon 2:15). Like an inflated baloon, prideis often composed
of more hot air than substance. It manifestsitsdf as much in little matters asin big ones.
When one fedls his answer is dways the bet, he often merits the reproof of Job to his
comforters. "No doubt but ye are the people, and wisdom shal die with you" (Job 12:2).
It can show itsdlf in claming a prayer privilege over others (Luke 18:11,12). It is evident
when one does good deeds in a public manner (Matthew 6:1, 2). The antidote for prideis
to acknowledge and show appreciation to others for their part in our accomplishments
and, above dl, to express gratitude to the heavenly Father for his enabling us to come off
conquerors through Christ (Romans 8:37).



Is not rude [NIV]: Courtesy has been described aslovein little things. Courtesy isthe
atribute of the gentleman, the man who acts gently toward others. The story istold of a
man who aways gave aword of cheery greeting when purchasing his newspaper from
the same vendor, an ill-tempered and grumpy merchant. When asked why he was
chearful to such anill-tempered person, he responded, "I am not going to let him decide
how I will live my life" Rudenessis frequently areaction to the atitude of another. The
biblica remedy for rudenessisfound in Proverbs 15:1, "A soft answer turneth awvay
wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.”

Is not selfish [Today’s English Verson|: The New English trandation reads "does not
demand itsown way." It is naturd to fed that we areright, but it iswrong to ind st that
others see it the same way. Our judgments are, at best, subjective. Of Isradl’ s period of
the judges, when idolatry brought them frequently into subjection to other nations, we
reed "every man did that which wasright in hisown eyes' (Judges 21:25). Solomon adds
these words of wisdom, "There isaway that seemeth right unto a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 16:25). Sdlfishness has been the bane of
humanity since the origind sin. A wise Chrigtian does well to listen to the words of

others and thus seek correction in smdl matters or large. "Plansfail for lack of counsd,
but with many advisers they succeed” (Proverbs 15:22, NIV). Pastor C. T. Russall offers
thiswise advice, "It will not do to say, "It ismy way,” for dl the ways of the falen nature
are bad" (Reprints, page 2204).

Is not easily provoked: It isfrequently the small matters that provoke us most deeply.
We may be prepared for expected oppostion and handle it well. But small irritations may
quickly erode our facade of good temper. Someone has well remarked, "where thereis
hurt, thereis pride.” If a sudden and unexpected disagreement ruffles our composure or a
quick turn of events disrupts our plans, we have found a chdlenge to be overcome. It is
human nature to take our selves too serioudy and to bridle when things go wrong. Only
by taking the long-range view and recognizing that, no matter which direction our lives
take, "dl things work together for them that love God," can we successtully fight the
adversary’ s temptations to provoke us to wrong attitudes and negative fedings.

Thinketh no evil: "Faults” it issaid, "are thick where love isthin." A person may be
trusting with those he likes, yet suspicious of those for whom he has less regard,
particularly if he perceives they have wronged him in the pagt. Y &, while perhgps
remaining cautious, it is best to give the benefit of the doubt, making al possble
dlowances for errors of judgment rather than to impugn the motives of the heart. It may

be better for one to suffer awrong than to develop a critical and fault-finding digposition

or to pursue amatter to ajudgment (1 Corinthians 6:7). When we judge another, too often
we do so only on outward evidence. How wise to remember the Scriptura words, "man
looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart” (1 Samue 16:7). It
iswell to recognize that when we point afinger at another, three more point back at us.
"Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein

thou judgest another, thou condemnest thysdlf; for thou that judgest doest the same

things' (Romans 2:1).



Rejoices not in iniquity: We al occasondly hear reports of the misconduct of others. Is
it our tendency to believe them, especidly if they come from what we consider areliable
source? It may be wdl to remember the Roman law, "that he which is accused have the
accusers face to face, and have license to answer for himsdlf concerning the crime laid
agang him" (Acts 25:16). Proverbs 18:13 delivers similar advice, "He that answereth a
meatter before he heareth it, it isfolly and shame unto him." It isfor this reason that Jesus
lays down specific rules for the settlement of offencesin Matthew 18:15-17, rules that
were givenfor the objective ascertaining of truth and not for the pronouncement of
judgment. Rules for the specific purpose of regaining one' s brother. "Perfect Love
rgjoiceth not in iniquity under any circumstances or conditions, and would have no
sympathy but only sorrow in thefdl of another, even if it should mean his own
advancement” (Reprints, page 2204).

But rejoices in the truth: The Chrigtian should be a "truth person,” not because he has
al truth, but because the obtaining of objective truth is his highest god inlife. It iswhen
we learn atruth that is unfavorable to oursavesthat it is mogt difficult to "rgoice in the
truth,” for it is then that we are called upon to change our course of actionto bein
harmony with such atruth. If arocket bound for the moon were only off course by one
degree, it would missits target by thousands of miles. So the smal mid-course
maneuvers the Lord calls upon us to make have greet sgnificance in reaching our
ultimate goa. We must likewise rgjoice in the truths held by others, no matter what our
predispogition toward them might be. If we truly rgoice in truth, we will dso find the
telling of an untruth, alie, repugnant to us. "Little white lies' can cregte big black sins

Beareth all things: Strong’s Concordance defines the Greek word stego (#4722) as "to
roof over . . . to cover with silence.” On page 407 in The New Cregtion, Pastor Russdl
writes"Love "covereth dl things’ aswith a mantle of sympathy—for nothing and

nobody is perfect, so as to stand full ingpection. Love anticipates and has her mantle of
benevolence dways ready.” Proverbs 17:9 phrasesit thisway, "He that covereth a
transgression seeketh love; but he that repeateth a matter separateth very friends.”
Defending another who is under attack is one of the ways we can "bear one another’s
burdens, and so fulfill thelaw of Chrig" (Gadtians 6:2). It isthose who do thus who earn
the commendation of the apostle Paul in Hebrews 10:32,33: "But cdl to remembrance the
former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a greet fight of afflictions;
Partly, whilst ye were made a gazing-stock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly,
whilst ye became companions of them that were so used.”

Believeth all things: Love acts on the principle that it is better, if necessary, to be
deceived a hundred times, than to go through life soured by a distrustful suspicious
mind—far better than to wrongly accuse even one person unjustly. While one may be
prone to accept an gpology at face vaue thefirst time it is offered, it becomes
increasingly difficult to do so when the offense reoccurs. It islittle wonder thet the
gpostles asked, "Lord, increase out faith" after Jesus told them, "Take heed to yourselves:
If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he
trepass againg thee seven times in aday, and seven timesin aday turn again to thee,



saying, | repent; thou shdt forgive him" (Luke 17:3-5). A certain amount of naivetéis
helpful, though the Chridtian is not asked to go to the other extreme and be gullible.

Hopeth all things: Even when love must cease to believe an opponent, it may till hope
for a change on that person’s part. Therefore such love is not easily discouraged. To be
fathful in hopeisto give the other party another opportunity to do that which is right—to
"go the extramile" If we have such hope in the ultimate reform of ancther, it will give us
the patience to wait for that change of character—"if we hope for that we see not, then do
we with patience wait for it" (Romans 8:25). It is because of this character of hope that
love. ..

Endureth all things: It is because love hopes, that love can endure. The list of
ingredients of lovein 1 Corinthians 13:7 redly forms one sentence. It is because love
seeks to cover the offenses of another thet it is quick to believe an apology, and even
where it cannot so believe, it can hope for true reform so that it can endure al manner of
reproach. It is because of this enduring qudity of love that "it isimpossble to fix alimit
where it would refuse the truly repentant one” (The New Creetion, page 406). The
example for the Chrigtian is set by his Lord and Magter, "Who, when he was reviled,
reviled not again; when he suffered, he threstened not; but committed himsdf to him that
judgeth righteoudy” (1 Peter 2:23).

Fathfulness in devel oping these attributes of love begins with adherence to the small
detals of life, for if we are not faithful in their smal beginnings we shdl never achieve
ther larger fruitage. As Peter wrote of another list of attributes, "For if these thingsbein
you, and abound, they make you that ye shal neither be barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 1:8).

Perfectionisin the details. May we pay datention to the detalls so thet, being faithful in
that which isleast, we may eventualy be found faithful in much.



Obedience and Sacrifice

Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened . . . Lo, I come . .
. I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.—-Psdm 40:6-8

Homer Montague

Prior to the giving of the Law a Mount Sinal, righteous men such as Abdl, Noah,
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob offered anima sacrifices to God as an expression of
appreciation for favors and blessngs recaived. Additiondly, these free will burnt-
offerings probably were made in recognition that a sacrifice for Sn was necessary,
athough the deeper meaning of this concept could not be understood until the Gospel
age, following the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the outpouring of the holy
Spirit a Pentecost.

With the establishment of the Law Covenant, specific regulations from God were given
to the Israglites concerning sacrifices associated with the Tabernacle. Mandatory sin
offerings and trespass- offerings as well as certain free-will offerings would be acceptable
to the heavenly Father, but only through the priesthood.

Samuel

A notable exception to this procedure occurred during the time Samuel served as ajudge.
Since the Ark of the Covenant had been captured and subsequently had severd places of
temporary abode, the following account describes what occurred as the Philistines
prepared to attack the Isradlites. "And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a
burnt offering wholly unto the LORD: and Samud cried unto the LORD for Isradl; and
the LORD heard him. And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philigtines
drew near to battle againgt Isradl: but the LORD thundered with a great thunder on that
day upon the Philigtines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before Isradl” (1
Samud 7:9,10).

Samud was not apriest but he was both a Levite and a prophet of God. The people of
|srael had been worshipping idols and false gods but in response to Samuel’ s admonitions
they repented from their wickedness. Under these extreme circumstances, it is evident
that God approved of this burnt-offering and Samue’ s prayers as evidenced by the
Philistines defest.

A further confirmation that God sanctioned Samue’ s actions is given after he anointed
Saul asking and provided him encouragement as he prepared to battle against the
Philigtines. "And the spirit of the LORD will come upon thee, and thou shat prophesy
with them, and shdt be turned into another man. And let it be, when these signs are come
unto thee, that thou do as occasion serve thee; for God is with thee. And thou shalt go
down before me to Gilgd; and, behold, I will come down unto thee, to offer burnt
offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace offerings: seven days shdt thou tarry, till |



come to thee, and show thee what thou shat do. And it was S0, that when he had turned
his back to go from Samud, God gave him another heart: and dl those Sgns came to pass
that day” (1 Samuel 10:6-9).

Asthe new king, Saul was aware of the formidable task which lay ahead in overthrowing
the Philistines yoke. He would have to rdy upon God implicitly as his source of srength
and wisdom in order to gain the victory.

In the face of the enemy’ s overwhelming sze while awaiting Samud’ s earlier promise to
meet him a Gilgd, Saul observed that hisarmy wasin terror and many of his men fled.
He could wait no longer in view of these circumstances and on the seventh day he took it
upon himsdf to offer a burnt-offering. Immediately thereafter, Samud appeared and
indicated that Saul had snned by making an offering which was unlawful for him to do
and that furthermore, God would remove him from his kingdom, even though thiswas
not done immediately (1 Samue 13:6-14).

Saul

Many years later, the LORD decreed that Saul should destroy the Amalekites and dl of
their possessons. This command had been given before, but either the | sraglites were not
aufficiently powerful to accomplish this or these enemies had been allowed to continue
their existence in order to chasten Isradl for its continued waywardness and disobedience
(Deuteronomy 25:17-19).

Saul now had an opportunity to demonstrate a reformation of heart but instead, he
permitted their king, Agag, to live and he aso spared the best flocks and herds, contrary
to God' s command. Samuel discovered Saul’ s failure and heard his feeble excuse that a
gpoil was taken with the intent of offering it as a sacrifice. We read the following words
of condemnation and rgjection: "And Samud said, Hath the LORD as grest ddight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices, asin obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is
better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams' (1Samud 15:22).

Saul’ s disobedience underscores a lesson which he failed to interndize. Nothing is more
important than obedience to God' s will and commands. His lack of gppreciation for that
concept led him to believe that by making an offering to the heavenly Father his actions
would be approved. From Hebrews 10:5-7, it is clear that animd sacrifices had no
inherent vaue since they were merdly typica in nature, unlike Chridt’s sacrifice of his
perfect human life which did have intringc worth. Although the Old Testament offerings
were inferior to the "better sacrifices’ of this age, and even though they had no actua
merit, if made in the proper way and spirit, God accepted them.

God's children in this age are cdlled to alife of obedience and sacrifice. The terms of
discipleship require that the Master’ s example be followed. As he presented himsdlf in
consecration on the banks of the Jordan River, his expressed desrewas. "I delight to do
thy will, O my God: yea, thy law iswithin my heart" (Psdm 40:8).



Jesus

There was no coercion of hiswill on the Father’ s part but Jesuswillingly yielded hisdl
in deference to God' s desires. We are told "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Chrig, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his
poverty might berich" (2 Corinthians 8:9).

Beginning with his pre-human existence, the Lord forsook his wedth conssting of his
Spirit nature by leaving the heavenly courts and coming to earth to redeem and ultimately
restore humanity back into God's favor. Asthe Logos, athough not possessing
immortdity at that time, he was the Father’ s agent in the entire work of creetion, thereby
making him superior to every being in the universe, Jehovah aone being excepted
(Colossians 1:16-19). What an extraordinary act of love and humility he manifested on
our behdf.

Additiondly, while on earth, Jesus sacrificed his taents, his possessons, his good name
and findly, his perfect human life itsdf in harmony with the divine plan of salvation. He

st before us an example of obedience to God and dthough we, unlike our Lord, possess
human imperfections, our sacrifice is accepted in the Beloved aslong as our human will
isyielded in favor of God' swill. "1 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your bodies aliving sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service. And be not conformed to thisworld: but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God" (Romans 12:1,2).

Compliance with the sentiments of the foregoing text isa god every true follower of
Jesus mudt attain as a prerequisite for membership in the body of Christ. Some of the
ways in which many of the Lord's people are consumed while leading alife of sacrifice
include serving as an ecclesia officer, conducting Sunday school lessons at conventions,
vidgting shut-ins, volunteering for Truth projects, sharing study outlines, circulating
convention tapes, creating web pages, trandating the volumes, hosting brethren, working
at fair booths, corresponding with brethren, praying for others engaged in harvest
activitiesaswdl as for those who may persecute us, transporting brethren to mestings,
writing articles or poetry, visiting brethren in foreign lands, providing financia support to
help further spread the truth and assst with humanitarian needs. All of these activities
cost us something but, if done from ajoyful heart, they demonstrate our spirit of devotion
to the Lord and give evidence that we are setting our affections on the things that are
above as opposed to seeking earthly pleasures.

Four Lessons

Asan ad to our spiritua progress and development we may glean four lessons by
examining Saul’s conduct and gpplying correct principles to enhance our Chrigtian walk.

1. Obey the will of God as reveded through divindy inspired or
supervised ingrumentaities. As a prophet, not only was Samud sdected



by God to seek out and anoint Saul as king but Samuel aso was
commissioned to pray for him, offer burnt offerings, and provide him with
counsd as he prepared for battle with the Philistines. Saul’ s disobedience
in the matter should be awarning for us today to heed the divindy
provided ingtructions found in the Bible instead of acting upon our own
initiative. We can make straight paths for our feet if we dwaysrely upon
our heavenly Father for guidance. "And he gave some, aposties, and some,
prophets, and some, evangdlists, and some, pastors and teachers; for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the minigry, for the edifying of the
body of Chrig" (Ephesians 4:11,12).

2. Wait patiently upon the LORD. In Saul’s case, Samuel promised to
cometo him at Gilgd in seven days. Saul’ s impatience demondrated a
lack of faith because Samuel appeared right after the offering was
consumed. Had Saul exercised just alittle more restraint, he would have
incurred divine approva rather than displeasure. As members of Christ’s
body, the Church in the flesh has seemed to tarry long in the flesh. God
keeps time perfectly and therefore we should continue to watch, pray, and
cast not away our confidence. If we are faithful unto death, we are assured
of agreat reward.

3. Strive to overcome the fear of man which brings a snare. Instead of
dedtroying dl the Amaekites flocks and herds, Saul permitted the
choicest ones to be spared, probably fearing the people would consider it
foolish not to save some for themselves. For the Christian believer to
sacrifice honor, pleasures, time, preferences, and money in seeking the
unseen things of the spirit dso will be deemed foolish by those whom we
know. Let us not fear their disesteem but continue to pursue the course of
sdf-denid which God approves.

4. Repentance is the proper fruitage of godly sorrow. Saul fasely told
Samud that he had performed the Lord’ s commandment when, in fact, he
had been disobedient. When Samuel cdled his attention to the bleating of
the sheep and the lowing of the oxen, Saul tried to judtify his course of
action. After being told the Lord had rejected him, Saul confessed that he
had sinned, not from true repentance but rather out of hypocrisy because
he sought honor and power with Isragl ingtead of favor from God. “Then
he sad, | have snned: yet honor me now, | pray thee, before the eders of
my people, and before Isradl, and turn again with me, that | may worship
the LORD thy God" (1Samud 15:30). In the cause of consecrated
believers, because of weaknessesin the flesh and temptations, we
sometimes sumble into Sn unintentionally. Should this occur, we should
immediately repent of our conduct, expressing to the heavenly Father deep
regret for our failure to be more watchful concerning our words or
conduct. Any attempt to justify our actions would further compound the
meatter and be most displeasing to God. Instead, let us promptly avall



oursdlves of the merciful provision a the throne of grace. "My little
children, these things write | unto you, that ye Sn not. And if any man gn,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. and heis
the propitiation for our Sns: and not for ours only, but adso for the Sns of
the whole world" (1 John 2:1,2).

Saul’ s life which seemed so promising after his anointing, became atragic example of
how the exercise of sdlf-will can turn one specidly chosen by God away from his favor.
There are many tests which the heavenly Father permits to come upon the Church now in
order to prove her worthiness for future exdtation in the glorious kingdom of
righteousness. Let us carefully examine our course to the end that we will be obedient
sacrificers whose greatest joy isto do the will of our mgestic Crestor. May the folly of
|srael’ sfirgt king be a sober reminder of our need to follow God' singtructions as
revealed in his precious word.



Communicating with God

Prayer

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.—Philippians 4:6, NIV

Tim Thomasen

If thisis our way of life, then the following verse describes the result: " And the peace of
God, which transcends dl understanding, will guard your hearts and your mindsin Christ
Jesus' (verse 7).

Prayer has to do with entreating, interceding, supplication, and worship. Prayer involves
an earnest request to God for something. It isan act or practice or an instance of
beseeching, petition, the offering of adoration, confesson, and giving thanks to God.

The following quotations emphasize the nature and importance of prayer. They reflect the
attitude of many who are endeavoring to worship God in sairit and in truth:

"It is not necessary to dogmetize by saying that prayer is magic, or soliloquy, or
communion, or petition for this and that, in order to seethat it isthe expresson of a
human need.”

"Prayer isthe flight of the aone to the Alone, a conversation between cresture and
Creator."

"My prayers are dways answered with ayes, ano, amaybe or await.”

"| pray for support—and | aso pray for results. | pray for victory, and | pray that God
will get the glory fromit in some way. But above dl, | pray tha hiswill be done.”

"Prayer isthe soul’ s sincere desire, uttered or unexpressed; the motion of ahidden fire
that tremblesin the breast.”

"While prayer is a privilege and not a command, yet our condition makesit necessary."

"Prayer isvery essentid, absolutdly indispensable, to Chrigtian growth, yes, to spiritua
existence."

"Prayer does not aways change things for you. But it does change you for things.”

"Thewonder of it dl isthat we are not praying dl the time.”



The words of Paul in Philippians 4:6 indicate that the Lord' s followers are to pray with
respect to dl of their requests. Thisincludes our wants, afflictions, embarrassments,
trids, successes, and everything related to our spiritua condition. Thereis nothing which
pertains to our hopes, desires, conflicts, losses, or fears regarding which we may not go
and pour out before the Lord.

Prayer as Communication

Prayer is worshipful communication with the true God. Mere speech to God is not
necessaxily prayer for prayer involves devotion, trust, respect, and a sense of dependence
on the one to whom the prayer is directed.

Petitions and supplications, of course, can be made to men. The origind language words
are sometimes s0 used in the Bible (see Genesis 44:18; 50:17; Acts 25:11). But the
English word "prayer” used in areligious sense, does not gpply to such cases. One might
beseech or implore another person to do something, but in so doing, he would not view
thisindividua as his God. He would nat, for example, slently petition such aone, as he
doesin prayer to God.

The entire Scriptural record testifies that God is the one to whom prayer should be
directed (Psdm 5:1,2; Matthew 6:9). It dso indicates that God isthe "hearer of prayer™
(PsAlm 65:2, 66:19). In Mark 11:24 and Ephesians 3:20, we are told that God has power
to act on behaf of the petitioners.

Even during the period that Israel was God's "private property,” so to spesk, his covenant
people, foreigners could approach Jehovah in prayer by recognizing Isradl as God's
gppointed ingrument and the temple a Jerusalem as his chosen place for sacrifice (2
Chronicles 6:32,33). Later, by Christ’s deeth, the ditinction between Jew and Gentile
was diminated (Ephesians 2:11-16). Peter said, "I now redlize how trueit is that God
does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is
right” (Acts 10:34,35, NIV).

The determining factor, then, isthe heart condition of the individual and what hisheart is
moving him to do (Psalm 119:145; Lamentations 3:41). Those who observe God's
commandments and do "the things that are pleasing in his eyes' have the assurance that
his ears are also open to them (1 John 3:22; Psalm 10:17; Proverbs 15:8; 1 Peter 3:12).

Prayers involve confession (2 Chronicles 30:22), petitions or requests (Hebrews 5:7),
expressons of praise and thanksgiving (Psalm 34:1; 92:1) and vows (1 Samue 1:11;
Ecclesagtes 5:2-6). The famous prayer taught by Jesusto his disciples, as recorded in
Matthew 6, was amodd. Jesus himsdlf and hisfollowers did not rigidly adhere to those

gpecific wordsin praying.

Initidly thisided prayer concentrated on the prime issue: cdling for the sanctification of
God' s name which began to be reproached by the rebellion in Eden, and for the
redlization of the return of the divine will through the promised kingdom.



Prayers for Kings

In 1Timothy 2:1,2 the apostle spoke of prayers being made regarding al men, for kings
and dl those who are in authority. However, on hisfind night with hisdisciples, Jesus, in
prayer, said that he did not make request concerning the world, but for those whom God
had given him, and that these were not of the world but were hated by the world (John
17:9,14).

Therefore, it would seem that prayers regarding the world' s leaders are not without
limitation. The apogti€ s further words indicate that such prayers ultimately benefit God's
people. Paul said that the outcome would be "that we may lead a quiet and peacesgble life
in al godliness and honesty.”

Nehemiah prayed that God would "give him mercy before King Artaxerxes' (Nehemiah
1:11). God ingtructed the I sraglites to "seek the peace of the city" (Babylon) in which
they would be exiled, praying on its behdf, since "in its peace, there will proveto be
peace for you yourselves' (Jeremiah 29.7).

Acts 4:23-30 demongtrated that Christians in the early church prayed concerning the
threats of rulersin their day. Mogt likely their prayers on behaf of imprisoned Peter dso
involved the officas with authority to rdease him (Acts12:5). And, following Jesus
teaching, they prayed for those persecuting them (Matthew 5:44; Acts 26:28,29; Romans
10:1-3).

It is probably safe to say that ultimatdly it is knowledge of God'swill that should regulate
the essence of one' s prayers. If one's prayer isto be granted, it must please God.
Knowing that the wicked and those disregarding God' s word have no audience with him,
the one who prays should not request that which is unrighteous and opposed to God's
reveded will, including the teachings of God's son and hisinspired gpostles (John
15:7,16).

Prayer Requests

Petitions regarding the asking of "anything" (John 16:23) should not be taken too
literdly. "Anything" does not include things thet an individua knows, or has reason to
believe, are not pleasing to God. "This is the confidence we have in gpproaching God:
that if we ask anything according to hiswill, he hears us. And if we know that he hears
us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him" (1 John 5:14,15,
NIV).

Prayers must be made to God on right matters, those in harmony with his declared
purposes. Prayers must also be made in the right manner, through God' s appointed way,
Chrigt Jesus. Prayers must be uttered with aright motive and a clean heart (James 4:3-6).
Along with this, there is need for persgstence. Jesus said to keegp on asking, seeking, and
knocking, not giving up (Luke 11:5-10; 18:1-7).



We must remember that God' s concept of time is quite different than ours. The seeming
delay on his part in answering some prayersis not due to any inability nor to alack of
willingness, as the Scriptures make clear (Maithew 7:9-11; James 1:5,17). In some cases,
the answer must await God' s "timetable" (Luke 18:7; 1 Peter 5:6; 2 Peter 3:9; Revelaion
6:9-11).

It is evident that God alows his petitioners to demondtrate the depth of their concern, the
intengity of their desire, and the genuineness of their motive (Psalm 55:17; 88:1,13;
Romans 1:9-11). At times, they must be like Jacob in hiswrestling long to obtain a
blessng (Genesis 32:24-26).

Delays are not refusas. Many aprayer isregistered, and underneath it the words may
read: "My timeis not yet come." God has a set time aswdll as a set purpose, and he who
orders the bounds of our habitation orders dso the time of our ddiverance.

Some men may fed pressured into acting. Although thisis not true of God, it does seem
that he notices the extent of concern shown among his servants as a body, taking action
when they collectively show deep concern and united interest (Exodus 2:23-25). Where a
measure of gpathy exists, God may withhold action.

Intercessory Prayer

The Bible stresses the power of intercessory prayer, whether by an individual or a group.
It was in regard to praying for one another that James said: "The prayer of arighteous
man is powerful and effective’ (James 5:16, NIV). Another example of thistype of

prayer isfound in Hebrews 13:18,19, NIV. A very human request that al humble, sincere
Chrigians must often make of their brethren is contained in the following words. "Pray

for us. We are sure that we have a pure conscience and desire to live honorably in every
way. | particularly urge you to pray so that | may be restored to you soon.”

The reference in Philippians 4:6 is to both prayer and supplication, suggesting that there
isasmilarity between the two. However, the word "supplication” is a sronger term than
theword "prayer." It is the mode of prayer which stems from the sense of need or want.
Supplication would suggest a pleading or apped for God' s promised, providentia care.
We further note that our prayers and supplications should be made "with thanksgiving."
In Colossans 4:2 it iswritten: "Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with
thanksgiving."

Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving should adways be connected with prayer. This connection isaso shown in
1Thessdonians 5:18: "In everything give thanks: for thisisthe will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you." We should dways find something to be thankful for, no matter
what may be the burden of our wants or the specia subject of our petitions. It takes
supreme confidence in the wisdom, power, and love of God to give "thanks for dl



things." This does not mean that we ddight in pain and suffering. We smply ding to
God' s unchanging attributes.

It is easier to be happy when everything seemsto be going our way. We might quickly
express thanks to God when we receive the things we desire. But there are times we may
have an opposite response when we find oursalves in adverse situations and our heavenly
Father does not grant our requests. However, the trusting child of God learnsto praise the
Lord in every circumstance.

Romans 8:28 has become familiar to many. It isa comforting truth that "al things work
together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to his
purpos=” If we redly believe thet, then we will give thanks in everything.

"Thanks for thorns as well as roses.
Thanks for weakness and for hedlth.
Thanks for clouds aswdl as sunshine.
Thanks for poverty and wedth."

It might be well to read and heed these words: "If you do not get everything you want,
think of the things you do not get that you do not want.”

" Twas new to me, yet old to some, This thought that to me has become A reveation of
the way We dl should live throughout the day. For as each day unfoldsitslight, Well
walk by faith and not by sight. Life will indeed, ablessing bring, If we see God in
everything."

In Philippians 4.7 (NIV), Paul spoke of the effect of true prayer. The result is the peace of
God which transcends dl understanding and which will guard your hearts and your minds
in Chrigt Jesus.

Paul had just said that we should think of our specid needs and so offer our petitions.
Then he declared that God would give us something infinitely better than any benefit we
can concelve. He wrote in Ephesians 3:20 of him "that is able to do exceeding abundantly
above dl| that we ask or think" and there he told the nature of this blessng which
surpasses dl that we can oursalves imagine. God bestows his peace, the knowledge that
he iswith us and that we can rest on him.

Prayer isthe link that connects us with God. This is the bridge that spans every gulf.
The Supernatural Power of Prayer
Do we know the power of our supernaturad communication? Do we dare use it with the

authority of afaith that commands as well as asks? God is not wanting great individuals,
but he is wanting those who will dare to prove the greetness of their God.



We should beware in our prayer of limiting God, not only by unbdief, but by thinking
that we know what he can do. Expect unexpected things above al that we ask or think.
Each time we pray, we should be quiet first and worship God in hisglory. Think of what
he can do, and expect great things!

Areyou in sorrow? Prayer can make your affliction sweet and strengthening. Areyou
glad? Prayer can add to your joy aceledtia perfume. Are you in extreme danger from
outward or inward enemies? Prayer can st a your right hand an angel whaose touch could
shatter amillstoneinto smaler dust than the flour it grinds and whaose glance could lay an
army low. What will prayer do for you? All that God can do for you!

"Wrestling prayer can wonders do,
Bring relief in degpest draits,
Prayer can force a passage through
Iron bars and brazen gates.”

We are to have the spirit of prayer in dl that we say and do. Our hearts should be going
out continualy to the Lord for guidancein dl of life' s affairs, that we may do with our
might what our hands find to do. We would do well to remember and heed these words of
our Lord: "Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.”

Watch and Pray

"'Some make the mistake of praying without watching; others make the mistake of
watching without praying; but the safe and only proper method is that which our Lord
directed, to combine the two. We are to watch, and to be on guard against the
encroachments of the world, the flesh, and the devil. We are to watch for al the
encouragement of the Lord’s Word, the evidence of ther fulfillment, the sgns that

betoken his presence, and the great changes of dispensation just at hand. We are to watch
for everything that will strengthen usin faith and hope and loydty and love and while
watching we are to pray without ceasng. We are to pray together asthe Lord' s people;
we areto pray in our homes, asfamilies, we are to pray in secret, in private.—Reprints,
page 2775.

Do you fed guilty because you are not able to spend long periods of time each day in
prayer? Perhaps you have aregular but brief time when you read the Bible and pray, but
you lack a sense of God's presence in your life. Do you fed that you aren't
communicating enough with your heavenly Fether? That problem plagues individuds
whose lives are congtantly busy. Here is some advice from the 17th-century French writer
Francois Fendon: "Learn to make good use of chance moments. When waiting for
someone, when going from place to place, or when in society where to be a good listener
isdl that is required—at such timesit is easy to lift the heart to God and thereby gain
fresh strength for further duties. ... One moment will suffice to place yoursdf in God's
presence to love and worship him, to offer al you are doing or bearing, and to spill dl
your heart’semotions at hisfeet."



We cantrain oursaves to maintain an awareness of the Lord’s presence with us
throughout the day and to talk with him as we are able. That’s how we can fulfill the
Savior’sdirective to "abide in me" (John 15:4).

"Thereis no time of night or day
When God can't hear us as we pray;
Thereisno time, there is no place,
When we can't draw upon his grace."

"To make the most of your time, take time to pray.”
Trusting in Prayer

As Chrigians, we can certainly trust in the power of prayer. The ways God chooses to
answer the sincere requests of his people are his domain, not ours. Sometimes even the
timing of God's answers may be the result of activity that occurs in the spiritua resim.

Perhgpsit isagood thing that we don't fully understand how prayer works or we would
be too overwhemed or intimidated to come before the throne of heavenly grace. But
whatever is hgppening in the heavenly redm, our Father ddightsin our prayers.

At one point in his minisiry, Jesus "went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when
evening was come, he wasthere done’ (Matthew 14:23). Jesus felt the need of perfect
solitude.

We know how much interaction with others draws us away from oursaves and exhaudts
our powers. The man Chrigt Jesus knew this too, and felt the need of being by himsdf, of
gathering dl his powers, of redlizing fully his high degtiny, his human weskness, his

entire dependence on the Father. How much more does the child of God need this, to be
adone with spiritud redlities, to be done with God. If ever there was one who could
dispense with specia seasons for solitude and fellowship, it was our Lord. But he could
not do hiswork or maintain his fellowship in full power without his quiet time.

Someone once wrote of a secluded wak in his garden where his mother dways spent a
certain hour of the day, upon which nobody ever dreamed of intruding. It was the holy
garden of the Lord to her.

Seek thy private chamber! It isin the solitude that we catch the mystic notes that issue
from the soul of things.

Time spent in prayer is not lost with respect to the affairs of life. The happiest men and
women in the world are those who pray, and pray regularly, who bow the knee as did
Danid.



The moments thus taken from earthly affairs are well spent and bring more than
commensurate blessings upon the worshipper and dl with which he hasto do. It is
impossible to live a consecrated life while neglecting prayer.

What would Danid have been without his praying time? How would hisfath in God
have perssted in that heethen land? How would hisloydty to principle have maintained
itsdf in the midst of corruption had it not been for his communion with his maker?

To the Chridtian this privilege is enhanced by aredization that "we have an advocae
with the Father, Jesus Chrigt the Righteous' (1John 2:1). It isin his dl-prevailing name
that we may approach with courage the throne of heavenly grace, and obtain mercy and
find grace to help in every time of need (Hebrews 4:16).

"Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!
That cdls me from aworld of care.

And bids me at my Father’ s throne,

Make dl my wants and wishes known!

In seasons of distress and grief,

My soul has often found relief.

And oft escaped the tempter’ s snare,
By thy return, sweet hour of prayer.”



Harvest Work

Acceptable Service

Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.—Hebrews 12:28

All nature, animate and inanimate, is made to praise and serve God. To honor and serve
their creator iswritten within the being of al God' s creatures. But today, after many
centuries of being stegped in SN, man’'s mora and menta senghilities have been
diminished and thus he serves sdf and not God. The result has been gross darkness that
has caused untold unhappiness and misery. True happiness depends on serving God
acceptably. Ultimately al who will be given eternd life must understand thet to serve and
love God isto attain supreme happiness and peace (Proverbs 3:1,2).

The Scriptures are replete with the concept that "righteousness exalteth anation, but Snis
areproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34). When the people of earth ultimately learn
this lesson, even afuture life of eternity will not be sufficient time to extol their God for

his graciousness on their behdf. How can hearts thet truly love God with their entire
being keep from showing their love and gppreciation? No one can ever repay God. He is
the great giver and therefore the pattern to follow. The spirit of true giving isin passng
the blessing on to another. As God loves us, o should we love and serve our fellow man.

One of the best examples of this concept is seen in Revelaion 22:17. The work of Christ
and his church will be to bestow the blessing of the Millemid kingdom on the world.
Those of mankind who catch the spirit of the kingdom will aso delight in doing the same
to their flow man: "And let him that heareth say, Come." All will be blessed with the
privilege of dispensng God's blessings.

Acceptable Service Now Limited

At the present time, the choice of acceptable service is limited to those called of God
according to his purpose (Romans. 8:28). The work of this Gospel ageisto gather the
body of Chrigt, those who will ultimately have the privilege of gpportioning the blessngs
God hasin gore for ALL mankind. Among those who call themsdves his children &t the
present time, there are various ideas of what God' s will is for them and how God wants
them to serve. Some believe that today’ s church is the instrument used of God to save the
masses of unbelievers. To achieve this, much time and money are expended in sending
missonaries to foreign lands. Others bdieve that they must help God improve the plight
of the poor and downtrodden, both at home and abroad. Still othersbdlievethat itisa
Chridtian’ s duty to improve the world through involvement in government and politics
and thus we see such movements as the Mord Mgority and the Rdligious Right.

What do the Scriptures teach concerning the will of God for his church today? If as many
Chrigtians claim, the work of the hour isto convert mankind and improve their lot on



earth physicadly and moraly, failure gppears to be the result. At the moment, Chrigtianity
isaminority rdigion in the world and daily the poor and hungry increase. Did Christ
attempt to save dl the poor and feed dl the hungry? When Judas protested regarding the
precious perfume that Mary poured on Jesus head just before his deeth, he said, "It may
have been sold and given to the poor.”" Jesus responded with, "the poor you have with you
adways' (John 12:8), indicating that he did not consider ministering to the needs of the
poor to be the work of the hour. Chrigt certainly heeled many people in his short life on
earth, but in proportion to al the sick and dying, the number was very samdl, and then
those he did help ultimately died. And hiswork was limited to Isradl only (Matthew
10:5,6). The works he did while on earth obvioudy served another purpose. It seems
evident that they were smply a picture of the greater works that would take place in his

Millennid kingdom.
What Is Acceptable Service?

Three areas of service for the present time are delineated in Scripture: the Lord, the truth,
and the brethren. Service to these three are so intertwined that it is often difficult to
separate them. We cannot serve one without serving the other. An example of thisis
found in 1 John 4:20,21: "'If aman say, | love God, and hateth his brother, heisaliar: for
he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not
seen? And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his
brother dso."

Godislove and dl his doings are permested with this quaity. When we come to God to
give him our lifein consecration, it isto love him with al our heart, soul, and mind
(Matthew 22:37).

Thisis God's law and God' s will for us. The outworking of thislove for God seeks
expresson and it isto be found in love for our neighbor. The Golden Rule has its greatest
gpplication to our brethren, those who have aso covenanted to serve the Lord. Jesus
elaborates on thisin John 15:13: "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down hislife for hisfriends" And who are the friends?"Y e are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever | command you" (John 15:14). We have this counsel in Romans 12:1, "
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service" Verse 39
of Matthew 22 islinked to verse 38 as cause isto effect. The practical aspect of our
supreme love for him will be to "love our neighbor as ourselves," and thusto lay down
our livesas helaid down hislife for us.

The Example of Paul

The apostle Paul exemplified the true Chrigtian life in one satement: "This one thing |

do" (Philippians 3:13). He advises us to "Be ye followers [imitators] of me, evenas| dso
am of Chrig"(1 Corinthians 11:1). Paul spent every effort for the Lord, the truth, and the

brethren. It istrue that Paul worked as a tentmaker to support himsdf, but this was often

donefor aperiod of time to accumulate sufficient fundsto bein "full time service" When



he was not working at histrade, the rest of histime wastotaly dedicated to the Lord's
sarvice. In 2Corinthians 11:28 he taks about having the care of dl the Gentile churches,
in Acts 20:19, 20 he writes about expending his energy on behdf of the truth and the
brethren, teaching them publicly and going from home to home, establishing them in the
knowledge and love of the truth. He tirdesdy worked on behdf of the truth, even though
often in danger from false brethren and others who opposed him and hiswork. All of his
pilgrim trips were to establish churches and to teach and encourage the brethren in
Europe and Asa

Our consecration should be like that of Paul’ s—everything totally devoted to the Lord:
our hopes, ams, gods, ambitions, possessons, talents, our al. As stewards, it isour job
to learn how to use and ditribute these. The Scripturestdl usthat the work at thistime in
the ageis one of harvest—reaping the results of the work done by those who sowed
throughout this present Gospel age (John 4:34- 38; Matthew 13:30-39; Revelation 14:14).
Those to be reaped or harvested are dso mentioned under different names and pictures:
the wheat, the seed that fell on good ground (Matthew 13:8, 30), the brethren, the Lord's
sheep, the Lord' s jewels (Maachi 3:16,17). Thetimeis short and the wheat must al be
gathered into the barn before blessngs can flow to the remainder of mankind.

Our chief work thereforeisto serve the Lord by serving our brethren and the truth. It is
true that we can serve them temporally and we should dways be dert to the needs of our
brethren (1 John 3:16,17; James 2:15,16), but it is even better to serve them spiritualy.
Our faith must be demonstrated by works. Our continua concern must be the needs of the
brethren. Thisimplies more than the intellectua study of the word; we must gpply it. We
must o study oursalves to know our abilities and weak points. We must sudy the
leading of the Lord and his directions to know how to act aright. We must sudy the
brethren to know how to provoke them unto love and good works (Hebrews 10:24). We
must study to make oursalves and our brethren approved of the Lord (2 Timothy 2:15), s0
that we may be judged as more than conquerors.

All Else Is Loss and Dross

Our lives should evidence the fact that the truth is of paramount importance and that we
"count dl things but loss for the excdllency of the knowledge of Chrigt Jesusmy Lord,"
and that we are willing to "suffer the loss of dl things, and do count them but dung,” thet
we may win Chrigt and "aitain unto the resurrection of the dead” (Philippians 3:8,11).
Nothing we may ever do or say is more persuasve than to keep our lives afire with the
love of our Lord and the truth and that our entire life be dedicated to its service. How
many will be led to more fully follow in the footstep of Christ by such an example no one
will ever know until we meet Christ face to face on the other Sde of the vail. And what a
baneful effect the opposite example may have. It is our duty to thus lay down our lives
for our brethren by being totaly immersed in doing God' s will.

In living such alife ultimatdy al other things will lose ther dlurement and glamour. We
will curtail the obligations of the home, work, and our own desires wherever possible,
buying back time to spend in prayer, study, the spread of the truth, and gathering with our



brethren. Every waking hour can and should be filled with thoughts of service and how
we can increase our opportunities. It hastruly been asked, "If we were accused of being a
Chrigtian, would there be sufficient evidence to convict us?'

Daily we can find countless opportunities in which to serve the Lord. It may be true that
we will never direct any great work for the Lord, or convert any to the way of the Lord. It
may often seem to us that our efforts arein vain, but thisis the way thet leadsto life
eternd; thisis our sanctification.

The man who is acceptable to God is aman of prayer. "Pray one for another . . . the
effectud fervent prayer of arighteous man availeth much." Many things can be wrought

by prayer (Acts 10:31; 12:5; 16:13; Romans 12:12; Ephesians 6:18). Become onewho is
adwaysingant in prayer.

Study

Our persond study is avery important component of service to the brethren. When one
beginsto study the Word, it shortly becomes evident that one lifetimeis not sufficient to
mine the gold contained in the Scriptures. Thereistruly food for dl and more than can
ever be digested even were we to study 24 hours aday. Thiswill be proof in itsdlf that
thereisno time for any earthly pursuits or endeavors beyond what is necessary to
maintain life. It is good to become known as one whose words and thoughts are in the
language of the Scriptures. Always have aword of Scriptural encouragement, a question
to gtir the minds of others, and a gem from the mine to encourage othersin the narrow

way.

In conjunction with persond study is linked the meeting with brethren. Many Scriptura
admonitions are given dong thisline: "they that feared the Lord spake often one to
another" (Maachi 3:16), and "let us consider one another to provoke [stir up] unto love
and to good works. ... not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together ... and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching” (Hebrews 10:24,25). Our task isto transform
our minds, our characters, to sharpen our swords (our understanding of the truth) and to
assist each other in the embroidery of our brida robes (Psam 45). Meetings, whether
with one or many, is atime when we are re-energized in our zed and dedication for the
Lord and the truth. Thisis only possble when the fires of love and zed are stoked by the
precious promises found in the Scriptures.

Spreading God’s Word

There is much work to do in the harvest. We need to not only encourage those of our
brethren that we know, but those not known to us. It involves sending the word out to dll
our brethren that are till searching. We must spread the word far and wide and tell the
glad tidingsto dl. There are sill many in Zion longing to hear the offer of the Lord to
make a sacrifice of ther dl to run for the great prize of the high cdling in Chrigt. We
should never dack our effortsin casting our bread upon the waters and in sowing seed,
for we never know how far our efforts will reach (Ecclesiastes 11:1,6).



There are time-honored methods that are still used to reach our brethren wherever they
are. We can tract with various pieces of literature. We can go from house to house, from
city to city, or even within the sphere of our daily activities. How much truth could be
spread if every day each one gave out just three tracts? They can be left in the many
places we frequent—in phone booths, doctors offices, in the mail while paying our bills,
in response to a question asked by a person in a store line. Books and videos can be
placed in libraries, video stores, waiting rooms, colleges and so forth. Ads, often at very
low cogt, offering literature can be placed in newspapers. The newspapers daily reflect
the sufferings of aworld gone mad. Letters to the editor can give hope and comfort to
many, and at no cost. The opportunities are limitless; the influence will be astronomicdl.

Letters of comfort can be sent to the grieving, whether the names are found in the

obituary columns of the newspapers, on theradio, or on the TV news. Thereiswork to be
done to encourage new interest: vidts, phone calls, persond etters, meetings. Our work
does not stop once allittle one finds the truth.

New technology is an exciting tool that can be used to promulgate the truth. Users can
create web dtes on various topics. E-mails can be sent to encourage the brethren around
the world. Letters can be sent to sitesthat are out of harmony with God' s word. Offers of
literature can be posted on various advertisng sections of the Internet.

Once efforts are made to serve the Lord, the truth, and the brethren in the proper manner,
the one engaged in such services will find that there will be no time to become engaged

in any extra secular work or pleasures. We will surely not know where to cease our
efforts. The following quotation will gpply to every consecrated child of God and the
truthfulness of it will be found in the living of its advice:

"The Lord' s people spend and are being spent in his service—by volunteer work, by
attending mesetings, by holding meetings and in various ways, according to opportunity.
They are living separate from the world—digtinct lives, lives of consecration. The world
now has an eight-hour day. The Lord' s faithful people would, on the contrary, make
theirs a Sxteen-hour day. But al these present-day conditions congtitute perils. For usto
do what others do, and to devote to the Lord’ s service only what the world considers a
reasonable day’ s work, would not be fulfilling our covenant of sacrifice at dl. Those who
seek merdly to do right, and to put in eight hours or so aday faithfully, after the manner
of theworld, will be judged from this stlandpoint. They are not whole- heartedly fulfilling
the conditions of the covenant of sacrifice.

"But the Little Hock will serve the Lord with such ddight that they will scarcely know
how to cease their efforts. They recognize that their bodies are fully consecrated to the
Lord, and they are daily putting them to degth in areasonable, rationd manner. In view
of these periloustimes, let us each ask himsdlf the question, To which classdo |
belong?—Reprints, page 5413.

"What shdl | render unto the Lord for al his benefits unto me?' A totdly dedicated life
of serviceisthe answer.



Dealing with a Worldly Environment

A Quiet Time With God

My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed—PsAm 57.7
Richard Doctor

As darkness that could be felt closed in around the Western Roman Empire sruinsin the
fifth century, pious Chrigtians sought out monastic cloisters. The dangers were redl.
Massve migrations of economically digpossessed peoples poured forth out of central
Asaseeking new homes. Marauding bands of "Vandds" answerable to no one, left
misary in their wake. Even Sixteen centuries later their name echoesin the English tongue
as a description for wanton, senseless, and reckless destruction.

Monasteries provided protection, sustenance, and spiritua solace. There the "dect,” as
they considered themsdves, sought separation both from their nomina Chrigtian brethren
and from their uncertain world. Within was alife of order and meaning. The day with its
honest work was punctuated by set periods to focus on worship and reflection. If the food
was plain and the life was one of voluntary poverty and chadtity, there was a sense of
certainty that by God's grace, Christ would triumph. Such wastheir prayer.

History Repeated

Sadly, these are not merdly lessons of history. Today, we need to especidly bear upin
prayer our brethren living in lands beyond the frontiers of interest to the economic and
political powers that dominate the world. For these dear brethren daily existenceis eked
out despite the meltdown of political and economic order. Marauding bands and gangs
may gppear in the middle of any night to pillage and murder, or worse. Every man's
sword isindeed againgt his brother (Ezekid 38:21) and dally lifeis closer to fifth century
Europe than to today’ s Y 2K -compliant European Union. Y et for those of usnot in
physica danger, the spirituad danger isno lessred. Our adversary may not threaten our
physicd life, but he is determined to kill our spiritud life (Maithew 10:28). Despite
God's every provison for spiritud armor we may fail to put on Chrigt in our dally life.
We need a quiet time with God to do this.

Thisthread of aset devotiond life and a quiet time with God connects us to our brethren
across the centuries. Our earliest thought should be: "What shdl | render unto the LORD
for dl his benefits toward me?'(Psalm 116:12). One practica account of how this prayer
can become aredlity for us begins aworld away from the fears of a society in anarchy
with two young men at Cambridge University in 1882 who thought up the encouraging
dogan: "Remember the morning weatch.” These sudents—Hooper and Thornton—found
their days "loaded" with studies, lectures, games, and bull sessons. Enthusiasm and
activity were the order of the day. These dedicated men soon discovered aflaw in their
spiritud armor, asmall crack that if not soon closed, would bring disaster. They sought



an answer and came up with a scheme they called the morning watch, a plan to spend the
firs minutes of anew day aone with God, praying and reading the Bible.,

The morning watch sealed the crack. It enshrined a truth so often obscured by the
pressure of ceasaless activity that it needs daily rediscovery: To know God, it is
necessary to spend consstent time with him. The idea caught fire. "A remarkable period
of religious blessng” followed, and culminated in the departure of the ""Cambridge
Seven," aband of prominent athletes and men of wedth and education, for missonary
service. They gave up everything to go out to Chinafor Chrigt.

But these men found that getting out of bed in time for the morning watch was as difficult
asit wasvitd. Thornton was determined to turn indolence into discipline. He invented an
automatic foolproof cure for laziness. It was a contrgption set up by his bed: "The
vibration of an darm clock set fishing tackle in motion, and the sheets, clipped to the
line, moved swiftly into the air off the degper’s body." Thornton wanted to get up to
meet his God!

The Quiet of Morning

Theintimacy of communion with Christ must be recaptured in the morning quiet time.

Cdl it what you want—the quiet time, persond devotions, the morning watch, or
individua worship—these holy minutes at the start of each day explain the inner secret of
Chridtianity. It's the golden thread that ties every great heart for God together—rich and
poor, businessmen and housewives. Every man who ever became somebody for God has
this at the core of his priorities: time aone with God! David saysin Psalm 57:7, "My

heart isfixed, O God, my heart isfixed." A fixed and established heart produces stability
inlife. Few in the Chrigtian community have this heart and life. One of the missing links
has been a workable plan on how to begin and maintain a morning watch.

How May We Start?

To get under way, a severr minute commitment may be a good beginning. Perhaps you
could cdl it adaily "Seven-Up." Five minutes may be too short, and ten minutes for some
isalittletoo long at fird.

Are you willing to take seven minutes every morning? Not five mornings out of seven,
but seven days out of seven? Ask God to help you: "Lord, | want to meet you the first
thing in the morning for & least seven minutes. Tomorrow whenthe alarm clock goes off
a 6:15am., | have an gppointment with you."

Your prayer might be, "Morning by morning, O Lord, Y ou hear my voice; morning by
morning | lay my requests before you and wait in expectation” (Psam 5:3). How do you
spend these seven minutes? After getting out of bed and taking care of your persona
needs, you will want to find a quiet place and there with your Bible enjoy the solitude of
seven minutes with God.



Invest the firgt 30 seconds preparing your heart. Find a quiet place away from the radio
and televison. Thank God for the good night of deep and the opportunities of this new
day. "Lord, cleanse my heart so | may feed on your word. Open my heart. Fill my heart.
Make my mind dert, my soul active, and my heart responsve. Lord, surround mewith
your presence during thistime. Amen.”

Now take four minutes to read a portion of the Bible. Y ou may hold your devotionds
until breakfast. Y our greatest need is to hear some word from God. Allow the Word to
drikefirein your heart. Meet the author! One of the gospelsis a good place to begin
reading. Start with the gospd of Mark. Read consecutively—verse after verse, chapter
after chapter. Do not race, but avoid stopping to do a Bible study on some word, thought,
or theological problem that presentsitself. Read for the pure joy of reading and alow

God to spesk. Read perhaps just 20 verses, or maybe a complete chapter. When you have
finished Mark, start the gospel of John. Soon you' Il want to read the entire New
Testament. After God has spoken to you through his book, then spesk to him—in prayer.
Y ou now have two and a haf minutes left for fellowship with him in four areas of prayer
that you can remember by the word ACTS.

Adoration. Thisisthe purest kind of prayer becauseit's al for God—
there s nothing in it for you. Y ou don't barge into the presence of royalty.
Y ou begin with the proper sdutation. Worship him. Tell the Lord you love
him. Reflect on his grestness, his power, his mgesty, and sovereignty!

Confession follows. Having seen him you now want to be sure every sin
is cleansed and forsaken. Confession comes from aroot word meaning "to
agree together with." Apply thisto prayer. It meansto agree with God.
Something happened yesterday you caled a dight exaggeration; God calls
italiel You cdl it telling the truth about someone in the church; God cdls
it gossp. "If | regard iniquity in myheart, the Lord will not hear me"

(Psam 66:18).

Thanksgiving. Express your gratitude to God. Think of severd specific
things for which to give him thanks, "count your blessngs, name them
one-by-one" and even thank him for hardships. "In everything give
thanks: for thisisthe will of God in Chrigt Jesus concerning you'
(IThessdonians 5:18).

Supplication. Thismeansto "ask for, earnesily and humbly." Thisisthe
part of yourprayer life where you make your petitions known to him. Ask
for others, then for yoursdlf. Why not include other brethren around the
world and the neighbors you are commanded to love? Why not the whole
groaning creation? Let’ s put these saven minutes together:

1 minute—Prayer for guidance (Psam 143:8)

4 minutes—Reading the Bible (Psalm 119:18)



21 minutes—Prayer: Adoration (1 Chronicles 29:11);
Confesson (1 John 1:9); Thanksgiving (Ephesans 5:20);
and Supplication (Matthew 7:7)

Thisissmply aguide. Soon you will discover that it isimpossble to spend only seven
minutes with the Lord. An amazing thing happens. saven minutes becomes 20, and it's
not long before you' re spending 30 precious minutes with him. Do not become devoted
to the habit, but to the Savior. God has granted the priceess privilege of fdlowship with
him. Covenant with him now to guard, nourish, and maintain your morning weatch of

saven minutes. "Hethat isfaithful in thet which isleast is faithful dso in much" Luke
16:10.



The Sanctified Life

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the

beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and
through belief in the truth.—2 Thessaonians 2:13*

A verse by verse study in Romans 12

In chapter six of hisletter to the church in Rome, Paul describes the purpose and process
of dedicating on€e' slife to the Lord Jesus Chrigt, and the need to symbolize that
consecration by total water immersion. In chapter twelve, Paul describes the resultsin the
lives of true believers who fully open therr livesto the transforming and sanctifying

power of the holy spirit. Let uslook carefully at this twelfth chapter of Romans.

Responding to God—Verse 1

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer yourselves as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual worship.

The word therefore is clearly intended to connect what Paul had previoudy said with
what he is about to say. God having torn down the partition between Jew and Gentile and
demondrated hisimmense love and mercy by having "bound al men over to
disobedience s0 that he may have mercy on them dl" (Romans 11:32), what should be
our logica response? "In view of God's mercy,”" and as afitting response, Paul urges us
to offer, or yield oursdves (Romans 6:13,19), not as dead sacrifices, but as"living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God." The contrast is clear. Whereas |srad under the Law
presented dead sacrifices to God in order to obtain mercy, spiritua Israglites, having
fredly received mercy and grace, should respond to the immensity of God' s divine love
by presenting themsdves (atotd yielding of body, mind, and spirit) to God as living
sacrifices. Findly, Paul equates the yielding of oursalvesto God as living sacrifices as

our "spiritud worship." The Greek work latreia, trandated "worship” in the NIV, clearly
implies more. When we yield ourselves to God as living sacrifices, we do so not only
because we love and adore him (worship), but because we aso desire to be used by him
(service). Hence, presenting oursalves as living monuments of redeemed mercy and as
divine property in the highest senseisworship and, the logica sequd, is our priestly
service (Hebrews 13:15,16).

Transformation—Verse 2
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his

good, pleasing, and perfect will.

In dedicating our livesto God, we no longer belong to oursaves: "Y ou were bought a a
price; therefore honor God with your body" (1Corinthians 6:19,20). We are in the world,



not to be conformed to the pattern of this world, but as awitnessto God' s divine mercy
and grace. Once we have taken our consecration vows, have died to sdlf, and have been
resurrected to anew lifein Chris—symbolized by our baptism into Chris—we must
dlow God's workmanship to begin in our lives so he can transform us into the image and
glory of his blessed son (Ephesans 2:8-10; Romans 8:29). Clearly, God' s transforming
work through the power of the holy spirit isawork of metamorphosis—a change from
the insde out. It begins with the renewing of our minds, by God revealing to usthrough
hisword and indtilling in us new pergpectives, priorities, motives, and desires.
"Therefore, if anyoneisin Chrigt, heisanew cregtion; old things have passed away;
behold, dl things have become new" (2 Corinthians 5:17, NKJV). The "renewed mind" is
manifested externdly in atered attitudes, behavior, and deeds. As the process of
transformation proceeds, the "new creation” in Chrit finds the lure of the world, the
flesh, and the devil more and more abhorrent, and the will of God more and more
gppeding. To such asanctified mind, God not only reved's his "good, pleasing, and
perfect will," he o provides the power to do hiswill (see Ephesans 1:17-21). Paul
reminds the saintsin Philippi aswell asusthat "it is God who is & work in you to put
into you the will to desire, and the power to achieve what his purpose has pleased for
you" (Philippians 2:13, Barclay). This, truly, is the amazing grace of God.

The Mind of Christ—Verse 3

For by the grace given to me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more
highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance
with the measure of faith God has given you.

A part of God's transforming work by the renewing of our minds' isto convert the
human sdf-centered ego—a part of our human inheritance—into a Chrigt- centered desire
and will. Thisiswhat Paul describes asthe "mind of Chrigt”" (Philippians 2:5-8, KJV).
Having the mind of Chrigt is having a servant-spirit which, in degp humility, seeks orly

the will of God and never sdlf-will (John 6:38). Clearly one aspect of the will of God is
identica for every member of the body of Chrigt which is holiness of lifeand
completeness of dedication (1 Thessalonians 4:3; Hebrews 12:14,15). Conversdly, God's
will for each member of the body of Christ with respect to service within the household

of faith will be quite diverse. Our position within the body of Christ must be determined
by God and not by oursaves (1 Corinthians 12:18).



Unity with Diversity—Verses 4-8

Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have
the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member
belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If one’s
gift is prophesying, let it be used in proportion to his faith; if it is serving, let him serve; if
it is teaching, let him teach, if it is encouraging, let him encourage, if it is contributing to
the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently;

if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

Paul is addressing every member of every ecclesa—the body of Chrit. (In verse 3 he
writes, "'l say to every one of you.") The andogy of the structure and function of the
human body to the structure and function of the body of Christ (see dso 1 Corinthians
12:12-27) immediatdy sets forth three fundamentd truths: 1) the unity of the body; 2) the
diversty of the parts that make up the whole; and 3) the mutudity of interdependence of
the parts. (Verse 5 states "each member belongsto al the others.") For the body to be
hedthy and function harmonioudy, it isimperative that every part fully carry out its
respongbilities. Every member of the body of Chrigt has at least one specid ability
imparted by the grace of God. Each of these gifts must be used for the benefit of the body
and for the ultimate praise and glory of our loving heavenly Father. Paul proceedsto list
seven gifts (charismata—qracious gifts) that might typicaly be found among members of
an ecclesa Thelig is neither meant to be exhaugtive nor exclusive. It includes:

1.Prophesying: communicating reveded truth that will both convict and
build up the hearers; truth that will edify and comfort (1 Corinthians 14:3).

2.5arving (diakonian): providing any type of service that meetsthe
physica, emotiond, or spiritual needs of others (Gdatians 5:13; 6:1,2).

3.Teaching (didaskalian): vaidating, darifying, and conveying Bible
doctrine.

4.Encouraging (paraklesis): exhorting others to simulae faith and
promote spiritual growth (Hebrews 3:12,13).

5.Contributing: carrying out deeds of benevolence—meseting physica and
material needs of others (Matthew 25:34-40; James 2:14-17).

6.Leadership (proistamenos): "one who stands before others” i.e.,
organizing and mativating othersto serve, ether by example or by
delegating responghility (1 Thessalonians 5:11-13).

7.Showing mercy: ministering chearfully to the physcaly or spiritudly
sick and needy; able not only to show loving sympathy, but to show
empathy when necessary (Matthew 5:7).



Aswe review these seven gifts, we see that as we grow in spirit, we are more fully
enabled by the holy spirit to serve in severa of these areas. But Paul is dso saying thet
each of us, by the grace of God, excelsin one or more of these gifts. It isonly aswe
encourage each other to use fully our God-given abilities for the edification of the body
that the church will bein its most hedthy sate, spiritualy spesking, and more fully able
to glorify God who deserves and expects our very best.

Attitude Toward Believers—Verses 9-16

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another
in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep
your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in
prayer. Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. Bless those who
persecute you,; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those
who mourn. Live in harmony with one another. Don’t be proud, but be willing to
associate with people of low position. Don’t be conceited.

In verses 9 to 16, the apostle Paul describes what our attitude and conduct must be toward
members of the body of Christ. Clearly, this pattern of behavior isnot typica of human
behavior, but of those who are indeed a part of God' s new creation—those who have
truly yielded their lives to God as living sacrifices and are, therefore, expecting the
transforming and sanctifying power of the holy spirit to work within them. As God's
children we will:

Verses 9 and 10: Express sincere, brotherly unhypocritica agape love, alove that is
awayswilling to give and expects nothing in return. Failure to love our brethren casts
doubt on our love for God (1 John 4:19-21).

Hate what is evil and cling to what is good (Psalm 97:10).
Be devoted to one another in love (Hebrews 13:1; 1 Peter 1:22).
Honor others above saf (Philippians 2:3).

Verses 11 and 12: Keep rekindling our spiritua zed by faithfully serving the Lord. One
of the greatest dangers facing the church today is the "L aodicean spirit," an atitude of
gpathy and complacency, rather than afervent zed in running for the prize of the high
cdling of God in Chrigt Jesus (Revdation 3:14-19; Colossians 3:1-4).

Bejoyful in hope, patient in afliction, faithful in prayer. Our Lord Jesusindlills
confidence in those who serve him; though he remainsinvisble, he is wonderfully red to
the eye of faith. Thisresultsin the joyful hope of seeing him face to face and sharing in
hisglory (1 Peter 1:6-9; Romans 15:13). This hope leads to patiencein trids, knowing
the temporary nature of thislifein contrast to the hope of eternity (Romans 5:3-5). We
will continue to receive the strength and grace we need to meet each experiencein life as



we dally feast on the word of God and remain in congtant communion with him through
prayer.

Verse 13: Share with saints who are in need. Even when undergoing difficult

experiences, we should never dlow oursalves to become so preoccupied that we become
insengitive to the needs of others (Philippians 4:15-19; Hebrews 6:10; 13:16; 1 John 3:16-
18).

Practice or pursue hospitaity. Paul uses the Greek word dioko, which means to pursue or
"chase after" opportunities for hospitdity. It is when we share our homes with God's
people that we truly come to know one another with an intimacy that cannot be achieved
in any other way. Indeed, when we entertain brethren, we entertain our Lord Jesus Christ
and our heavenly Father (Matthew 10:11,40; see also Hebrews 13:1,2 and 1 Peter 4:9).

Verses 14-16: Bless those who persecute us, bless and curse not. Again, from the human
perspective, thisisvirtudly impossble. But from God' s perspective and by his grace, it
not only is possible, it is something we must do (Philippians 4:13; see Matthew 5:43-48).

Rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn with those who mourn. We are to share one
another’ sjoys and sorrows (1 Corinthians 12:25-27).

Live in harmony with one another; do not be proud or conceited; be willing to associate
with the lowly. Because of the diversity within the body of Chrigt, high sdf-esteem due
to the lack of humility will lead to pride which results in discord rather than unity and
harmony within the body. This clearly digpleases our heavenly Fether who "ressis the
proud, but gives grace to the humble' (1 Peter 5:5-9). Indeed, adl of us must be clothed
with the humility of our Lord and Magter (Philippians 2:5-11) that God might exdt usin
his due time. (See 1Corinthians 13:4,5 and Philippians 2:1-4.)

Attitude Toward Unbelievers—Verses 17-21

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the sight of everybody.
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take
revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written, "It is mine to
avenge, I will repay," says the Lord. On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on
his head." Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

The presupposition in this closing passage is the consecrated, sanctified life. Whereas
verses 9 to 16 concern the attitudes and conduct of true believers within the body of
Christ, verses 17 to 21 are concerned with our attitudes and conduct toward unbelievers.

Verse 17: Do not repay evil for evil. Be careful to do what isright in the sight of
everybody. Theinclination of the flesh is not only to repay evil for evil but to try to go
one better againgt the perpetrator. Our conduct among unbelievers, whether at work, in
school, or in our interaction with our neighbors, must never betray the high sandards of



God' s holy word. Peter says, "Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with
blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit ablessng” (1 Peter 3:9).
How do we "inherit ablessng” when we "do what isright” after having evil and insults
hurled a us? Clearly, such occasions hold the prospect for witnessing to the love, mercy,
and grace of God. It is an opportunity to ask the profoundly important question that we
should be asking in dl of life's experiences: What would Jesus do? God "calls us' to
pattern our lives, our attitudes and conduct, to the example set by his beloved son. Thisis
clearly set out for usin 1 Peter 2:21-25: "To this you were caled, because Chrigt suffered
for you, leaving you an example, that ye should follow in his steps. He committed no sin,
and no decet was found in his mouth. When they hurled insults & him, he did not
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no thregts. Insteed he entrusted himself to him who
judgesjustly. He himsdlf bore our ansin his body on the tree, so that he might dieto Sins
and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been hedled. For you were like sheep
going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.”

Verse 18: The admonition to "live a peace with everybody” is accompanied by two
conditions. 1) "asfar aspossble” and 2) "as much as it depends on you." The lives of
some individuds are so filled with conflict and disharmony thet it isimpossible for them

to be at peace. We need to be certain that we are not contributing in any way to this
condition. If the peace of Christ and of God isin us (John 14:27; Philippians 4:5,6), we
will always seek to be peacemakers wherever we are (Matthew 5:9). We are further
admonished by Paul to "pursue peace with al people and holiness, without which no one
will seethe Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fal short of the grace of God; lest any

root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled” (Hebrews
12:14,15, NKWV).

Verse 19: Clearly, some will take advantage of a Chrigtian’s peace-loving attitude. Even
S0, We are never to retaliate because vengeance belongs to God. He will take care of it.

Verses 20 and 21: Rather than take revenge, we are to respond as Christ would. If our
enemy is hungry, we mugt feed him; if thirsty, we must give him drink. In so doing, the
gpostle says, we will "hesp burning coas on his head." The Greek word for "hegp" has
the implication of "to weigh down,” that is, to become aweighty matter of thought. The
intent of returning good for evil is not to condemn, but to cause the person to think about
hisinappropriate behavior and hopefully cause regret and contrition—if not now, thenin
God' sduetime (1 Peter 2:12).

Brethren, as we examine this most incredible and profound checklist of what our lives
must be, what our attitudes and conduct must be both within and outside of the household
of faith, we must be careful not to become disheartened because we fal short of our
Father’ s expectation. When our Master described this dedicated walk in the narrow way,
the response of his disciples was, "Who then can be saved?" Jesus replied, "With men
thisisimpossble, but with God dl things are possble” Herein lies the secret of spiritua
success: the workmanship is God's, NOT ours (Ephesians 2:8-10; Philippians 2:13).
Transformation, sanctification, growth, and development of the fruit of the spirit, are
processes that occur through the power of the holy spirit over our lifetime. They are not



events that occur overnight. However, itis absolutely imperative that we know what
God' s ultimate destiny isfor each of his children: to be conformed to the glorious
character-likeness of Jesus (Romans 8:29). Knowing what his god is for each of us, we
must submit to his workmanship willingly and joyfully, having the blessed assurance and
full confidence that "he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion
until the day of Chrigt Jesus' (Philippians 1:6). Praise and glory beto his holy name!

So let our dally lives express,

The beauties of true holiness,

S0 let the Chrigtian graces shine,
That dl may know the power divine.

Let love and faith and hope and joy,
Be pure and free from sn’sdloy;
Let Christ’s sweet Spirit reign within,
And grace subdue the power of an.

Our Father, God, to theeweraise,

Our prayer for help to tread thy ways—
For wisdom, patience, love, and light,
For grace to speak and act aright.

* All Scripture citations, unless otherwise noted are from the New International Version.



Echoes from the Past

Doing God's Will

And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, This month
shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.—
Exodus 12:1,2

Benjamin Barton (excerpted from Rilgrim Echoes, pp. 479-482)

The change in the beginning of the year had atypica meaning. When the children of

Israel |eft Egypt they began the year anew time. Previoudy the year beginning in the fal
was followed by unpleasant months, but the new year was followed by pleasant months.
It is the same with the children of God; they begin dl things new, and it was followed by
pleasant months; whereas previoudy following the old way, they had unpleasant months.
The old way was followed by cold, fleshly experiences, from the new standpoint we have
joy and peace following the new year.

Our congtant tendency, as the entire world looks at things from the old viewpoint, isto
forget to look at things from the new standpoint. The standpoint of the world isto seek
wedlth, ease, popularity; from God' s standpoint we must seek God' swill, God's
viewpoint, that which makes for the edification of the brethren. Wedth does not bring
joy—therich man is called on to eat crabs, lobster, etc., things which he should never put
into the ssomach; the poor man egts beans, etc., which are good for him.

When we are determined to do God' swill, we will crush selfishness, then we begin to
find joy and the blessngs of summer come. We learn that God' s ways are the best ways.

The world seeks to have as many people work for them as possible. The teachings of the
Word are just the opposite. We are to see how many people we can work for. It must not
be sdfishness, but unsdlfishness. The greatest is the one who serves mogt. “If | wash your
feet, you ought to wash one another’ sfeet." Above everything € se he was a servant. Our
placeis going to depend on our heart's desire to serve the people of God.

Three Aspects of the Body of Christ

1. The membership in the body is pictured chronologicaly—Christ the
head; the apogtles, the neck; and the shoulders, the early church. "The
plowers plowed upon my back™—the time when the Church suffered
persecution (Psam 129:3). The legs are the Church in the Middle Ages
and the feet are the Church in the present time.

2. Ancther viewpoint—The standpoint of their ability to serve. The head is
the most able member. Some represent the hands—their work is so



important. The feet are aresponsible place; it istheirsto guide and assist
the children to walk.

3. The body from the standpoint of humble service. Jesus was the one who
served more than anyone else. Our podition in the body depends on our
service. The anointing oil ran down; if you are seeking to serve, God is
permitting the ail to run down over youto them, thus you arein amore
important place.

The more we are served by others, the more they speak kind words of us, the more they
pray for us the more they are blessed. To the degree we help them, the more we are
blessed. During the coming year let us determine we are going to serve. Often alittle
serviceis most important. If we hear of atria of abrother or Sster make it a specid time
of prayer for them. Then you get more of the holy spirit. Let us not only be more faithful,
but let us economize more, so we can have more time. Make a program. If you wake
before it istime to get up, put in afew minutesin prayer for others. Make every moment
count; if we lay awake in the night, make it count. If we read, have afixed hour, so it will
become a system—thus we accomplish more.

Let your light shine. Keep your tracts wrapped up in paper so they will not get soiled.
Use every opportunity! Make opportunity! Let us determine not only to use those within
our reach, but those beyond our reach. If we have faith these will become within our
reach.

Faith Requires No Signs

Faith is misunderstood. It takes more faith when there are as yet no supernatura
occurrences. Noah had faith. There had been no rain; there was as yet no supernatura
occurrence, no miracle. Noah believed a smple statement from God. When the weter fell,
it did not require faith—faith is believing when there is nothing supernaturd abot it.
Hezekiah wanted a Sgn; the sun did went back; it did not take faith with such asign.

In Jesus day the centurion’s child died; the centurion said: "Madter, speek only the
word." Jesus sad, "I have not found such faith; no, not in Israd” (Matthew 8:10). He did
not have to have the sun go back. We want the confidence that does not need asign or
miracle. Elijah fled to the wilderness, ravens fed him; nothing miraculous. The word
raven isthe same word as Arab, some think God put it into the heart of an Arab to feed
him. God arranged for awidow to provide for him. God's hand isin our case, but we
think we must see God' s hand working miracles.

If we pray for our need, then do our part and if it comes naturaly, give God the credit. If
our heart isright, we will see God's hand in back of it, at the same time not experiencing
amiracle, though sometimes God does work amiracle.



The Hebrew children said: "Our God is able to ddiver us, if not we will not fal down and
worship theimage' (Danid 3:17,18). Let us have that spirit! Let us have faith even if
beyond our reach.

Many are not blessed with many opportunities because so many of the opportunities they
had in the past they did not reach for. If we have the proper spirit, we will want to reach
for every opportunity. Let us examine ourselves, spur ourselves on.

Be lenient to others; do not judge them by your standards. We cannot see their hearts.

Our consciences differ. | see many do things | could not do, yet | know they are just as
conscientious as | am. We hinder our way by judging others. We injure oursalves. Passit
by. Learn to leave the brother to his own due rights. Make allowances. He aso sees us do
what he would not do. We are to build up one another, not tear one another down. We are
to assst and help, even the world. The man of the world may never seethingsas| see
them, nevertheless | want that man to get the proper influence from what | believe. We
may make it harder for him in the future to believe. We want to walk ever the more

circumspectly.

We are living in the closing period of this age. Thislast year has had experiences which,
if I had not have had, | would never have gotten into the kingdom. No doubt it is so with
al, so let us be glad that there till istime. The longer the time, the more opportunities
and the more joy we will have if we continue to progress.



NEWS AND VIEWS

Pastoral Bible Institute News

PBI Directors Elected

The members of the Pastord Bible Indtitute have dected these seven individuads to sarve
as directors for the next 12 months:

Francis Earl

Len Griehs

Carl Hagensick
Michael Nekora
Andrew Polychronis
George Tabac

Tim Thomassen
Letters

| wish to express my profound gratitude to Jehovah God and his beloved son Jesus Christ
asone of your subscribers and aso for your constant commitment to the publication of
this Bible-truth journal. Please keep it up. | was greatly encouraged by your generosity to
issue thisjournd free of chargeto me. | take ddight to read this journa every night for
my spiritual progress and am determined to continue with you as long as you endure.

My knowledge and understanding in some Bible matters has increased due to your truth-
enlightened magazines and booklets. Once again | appreciate your kind gesture and love
in endeavoring to educate me with Bible truths, traditions, history, and the customs of the
Jewsinthe Bible.

—A reader in Nigeria
Around the World

Last week Richard Holbrooke devoted the U.N. Security Council’ sfirst sessonin the
new century to an unprecedented discussion of AIDS. It wasthe firgt time the Security
Council has discussed a hedlth issue. Holbrooke argued forcefully that the pandemic,
which infects 33.6 million people worldwide, 23.3 million of them in sub- Saharan Africa,
condtitutes as grest athrest to internationa security as any military conflict. [Acting
Security Council president Al] Gore warned that AIDS will probably kill as many people
in the next decade as dl the wars in the 20th century combined.

—Time, 1/24/2000



By any measure, communism was a seismic presence in human affairsin the 20th

century, turning the world on its head, shaking it violently and cresting an unpardleed
amount of suffering. By exterminating as many as 100 million people, it raised

immensely troubling questions about human nature and especidly our capacity to murder
and maim in the pursuit of utopia Communism was dso a colossa economic blunder.
One gatigtic makes the point: In 1987, Singapore—a nation-gate of only 2 million

res dents—exported 20% more machinery to the West than did al of Eastern Europe. No
wonder in 1989 as many asb million of East Germany’s 16.5 million dtizensindicated

that they would abandon their country if possble.

—Los Angdles Times, 1/25/2000

Nearly 3 million people in Kenya s arid northern and eastern regions desperately need
food to avoid starvation, the United Nations said Wednesday. The Kenyans are going
hungry after three successve crop failures caused by drought in some areas and flooding
in others.

—L os Angdles Times, 2/3/2000
Israel

Ultra- Orthodox rabbisin Israel have banned the Internet. The chief rabbi of the Belz
Hasidic sect decreed in October that followers couldn’t use the World Wide Web because
of the easy accesshbility topornography. Almost every other leading ultra- Orthodox

leader has endorsed the ban, the Associated Press said. The rabbis considered banning
computers atogether, but backed off because they are useful for teaching the Scriptures
and running businesses. They decided that the red threet isthe Internet. Theruling

affects more than 500,000 ultra-Orthodox Jewsin Isradl.

—Redligion Today, 1/11/2000

The taboo againg public debate on Isradl’ s nuclear policies was broken when the issue
was placed on the Knesset agenda by Hadash MK Issam Mahoul, who blamed Isradl for
nuclear proliferation in the region and endangering the public by keeping outside
inspectors away from the reactor in Dimona. Mahoul said that since the Sunday Times
published its story on Mordechal Vanunu in 1986, the number of atomic bombsin
Israel’ s arsenal grew from 100 to "an insane number of between 200 and 300 bombs."
"lsrael won't be the first to introduce nuclear weapons to the Middle East,” he said. He
added that "1sradl supports the principle of nuclear nonproliferation, but a the same time
the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, with al of its globa importance, does not provide a
fitting solution for our region as proved in the case of Iran and Iraq.”

—Jerusdem Pogt, 2/3/2000

Foreign-equity investment into Isragl reached arecord net $3.51 billion last year and
actudly accounted for more than haf of tota equity investment. All told, foreign-equity



investment—afigure that includes any financid or direct investment done by buying
shares—grew by 84 percent from 1998's $1.91b. and surpassed the previous record set in
1997 of $3.34b., the Bank of Isradl said. Overseas investors accounted for 53% of al
investment in Isragli equities, up from 40% last year and just 16% in 1994. Foreign
financid investors, however, focused their attention on Isragli shares traded oversess,
mainly in New Y ork. They put anet $2.76b. into foreign-listed Isragli stocks, up from
$1.3b. in 1998.

—Jerusalem Post, 1/20/2000

On Monday Syria became the world' s first Holocaust-denier state. An editorid in the
official Damascus newspaper, Tishreen, proclaimed that Zionists " created the Holocaust
myth to blackmail the world and terrorize its intellectuas and politicians™ The editorid,
written by Tishreen’s editor, Mohammed Khair d Wadi, labeled Israd "the plague of the
third millennium” and added that "what |sradl is doing today againgt the Arab Satesis
worse than the Nazi sysem.” The logic is dassc totditarian: 1sragl’ s crimes outdo the
Holocaust, which never happened. Israel Prime Minister Ehud Barak hasn't said aword
about the Tishreen editorid. He is afraid of reminding the Isragli public about the nature
of the regime to which he proposes yidding the srategic Golan Heights in exchange for a
peece likely to be as trustworthy as Tishreen’s sense of history.

—Los Angeles Times, 2/3/2000
Idam

Idamism may gill be the most potent opposition in dmost every Modem country but it is
declining, and it owes that decline to its own inherent shortcomings as well asto Sate
oppression. Almost everywhere the same pattern of strong initial gains was followed by a
decline. Theloss of popularity grows partly out of the way Idam in opposition conducted
itsstruggle. A mainstream leaeder like Abbas Madani, of Algeria s FIS, smply cannot
comprehend the savagery perpetrated in Idamism’s name, or o he claims. We must not
even deny that Idam is responsible, he said, because to deny isto acknowledge that Idam
is so much as accused. But after al due alowance is made for the provocationsiit
suffered at the hands of brutal regimes, it is hardly surprising thet, with the [militant
Koranic] Verses of the Sword aways there for the invoking, Idamism has a tendency to
gravitate toward extremism. Hence those climactic horrors, the massacre of tourigtsin
Luxor, and the mass, throat- cutting barbarities of Algeria If, said aletter inthe

[Egyptian] Al-Ahram newspaper after Luxor, thisiswhat they do to get to power, what
will they do when they achieve it? It has become clear to many Egyptiansthet, in power,
they would just as readily betray their natural socioeconomic congtituency asthe Iranian
mullahs. A globa movement which came to reform othersis now in itsdlf in need of
reform. Without it, Idamism in power will self-destruct; and Idam in opposition will

never achieve power in thefirg place.

—The[Bdrut] Dally Star, 2/4/2000



Hundreds of Mudims have died, somein mosgues, in religious violence in the Moluccas
idands. Scores of charred corpses reportedly were recovered from burned-out mosques
on the chain of idands 1,550 miles northeast of Jakarta, Indonesia, CNN said. "It' s very
difficult to count the bodies [which were] torched and burned by unidentified people,”
sad Mursd Ama Tomagola of Medical Emergency, an ad group. Authorities believe
nearly 1,000 people have died in the past two weeks after a Chrigtian bus driver
accidentaly killed aMudim boy. At least 1,500 have died in smilar outburdts of
violence since lagt January, CNN said. The Moluccas are traditiondly Chrigtian.

—Rdigion Today, 1/12/2000

Nigeriais gpproximately 50% Mudim and 40% Christian. The remaining 10% follow
Aborigind and other faiths. Mudims are concentrated in the northern part of the country;
Chrigians are largely in the south. Even though Nigeriais a secular country, the sate of
Xamfara adopted Sharia (Mudim law) in Sept. 1999. Since then, seven or more states
have nearly completed the process of adopting Sharia; dl are in the north. Riots broke out
in Kaduna state on Feb. 21 over imposition of Shariathere. By Feb. 24,50 deaths were
reported and many churches and mosgues have been destroyed. In practical terms, Sharia
prohibits the consumption of acohol, alows caning and amputation of limbsfor certain
crimes, requires girls and boys to be educated separately, and requires separate public
trangportation for men and women. Although Sharia violates the federd congtitution,

there has been no move by the federal government to cancdl itsimplementation.

—Reuters, 2/23/2000
Christendom

Authoritiesin centrd Russiaare trying to shut down 13 religious communitiesin accord
with the country’s new law on religion, the Keston News Service reports. The Voronezh
regiond department of judtice initiated suitsin loca courts demanding liquidation of the
groups which include Baptist, Pentecostal, and L utheran churches, and a Jewish
community. Russia's Lower House of parliament, the State Duma, voted to extend the re-
registration deadline, but Keston says that the impact of that vote on the Vorenzh lawsuits
remains to be seen. Kryuchov said that other regionsin Russia have not taken such action
in compliance with the law because they have some 200 organizations to handle while
Vorenzh has only 13.

—Reuters, 2/22/2000

The Vatican and the Pdestine Liberation Organization agreed to open holy sites and
grengthen and darify their rdations. In his ninth meeting with PLO leader Y asser Arafat,
Pope John Paul 11 "newly expressed the Holy See's solidarity with the Paestinian people
who are dill waiting to see their legitimate aspirations redized," a'Vatican Satement said.
The two Sdes signed a document recognizing the PLO as the representative for Arefat’s
Pdedtinian Authority that administers parts of the West Bank and Gaza.



—Washington Post, 2/13/2000
Economics

Thousands of farmers, burdened by debt and unable to keep up with the relentless
pressure to cut costs and expand production, are giving up on agriculture. Farmers forced
out of busnessin lowa during the 1980s wound up with higher incomes than their
neighbors who stayed in agriculture and showed less evidence of stress and depression,
according to astudy published in February’ sissue of Rurd Sociology. Families who left
farming in the middle to late 1980s saw their income rise from $5,670 to $9,820 per
person from 1989 to 1992, according to the study. At the same time average per capita
earnings for families ill in agriculture dropped from $10,870 to $7,950 per person.
Symptoms of depression dropped sharply among both men and women who left farming.
Some 350 lowa families took part in the study that was conducted at lowa State
Univergty and the Univergity of North Carolina. Some 67,000 farmers leave the business
each year.

—Associated Press, 2/26/2000

US companies and consumers have built up record levels of risky debt that could threaten
banks financid hedth if the economy dows, warns McKinsey, the management
consultancy. Wolfgang Hammes, a senior manager in McKinsey’ s banking practice said:
"Thereisasubstantid amount of hidden credit risk at US financid indtitutions thet could
potentially lead to serious loan losses. Mogt banks' risk management systems are not
auffident to identify and quantify these risks.” Hammes says thet, in Spite of anine-year
economic boom, US consumers and companies are more indebted than ever. The
borrowings of the average US household now exceed a year’ s disposable income,
according to Federa Reserve figures. The consultancy is even more concerned at the
rapid growth of riskier types of credit on bank balance sheets. VVolumes of sub-prime
lending have grown by 80 percent ayear since 1995. Margin debt (borrowed against the
vaue of securities) now exceeds $200 billion. The growing inter-relatedness of domestic
and internationa credit markets, combined with debt leverage of banks, could intensify
the credit swing, leaving many market participants with large and sudden credit losses.

—Finandd Times, 2/22/2000
Science

Globd warming isnot only red but it is accelerating, U.S. government researchers say.

In the past 25 years aone, average globa temperatures have started zooming up at arate
that works out to two degrees Celsius (four degrees Fahrenheit) per century, the team a
the National Climate Data Center, part of the Nationa Oceanic and Atmospheric
Adminigration, said. Writing in the March 1 issue of Geophysica Research Letters,
Thomas Karl, director of the center, said there was only a one-in-20 chance that the
record high temperatures in 1997 and 1998 were smply unusual events—as opposed to
being aturning point in globa climate. They found that 1999 was the fifth warmest year



on record, even though it should have been a cool year because of the La Nifia ocean
current phenomenon.

—Reuters, 2/24/2000

Seasoning rice with daffodil and bacteria genes, scientists have boosted the vitamin A
content of the developing world’s most widely consumed grain in the hope of ending a
common dietary deficiency that kills one million poor children every year, according to
research made public Thursday. The researchers deliberately developed the genetically
modified rice without commercia support so that they could give the seed away to
farmers—free of the patent or licenang restrictions that so often limit the digtribution of
geneticaly engineered crops. In Southeast Asa aone aquarter of amillion children go
blind every year because of vitamin A deficiency. The new transgenic vitamin A rice
may be the firg to actualy improve a crop’s nutritiona vaue to make it a better food,
severd experts said. Most commercid transgenic plants are designed to make crops
chegper and more efficient to cultivate, not make them more beneficid to est.

—Los Angeles Times, 1/14/2000

Medicine will get better and keep people dive longer in the next ten years, but the
behavior of Americanswill worsen asthey exercise less, put on more weight and fdl
victim to preventable chronic diseases, according to an authoritative forecast of national
hedlth released Wednesday. Lifestyles go hafway toward determining an individud’s
hedlth, says areport funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation [the nation’s largest
philanthropic research group devoted exclusively to hedlth care]. A stubborn 24% of the
population smokes, acohol abuse is persstent, and the incidence of obesity isrising,
according to the report. More hedth dollars should be spent in persuading people to eat
right and exercise "so we can spend less money curing diseases we could prevent if we
behaved better,” Wendy Everett, director of health programsfor the indtitute, said at a
news conference where the report was presented. The factors that determine whether an
individud is hedthy are: 50% for lifestyle, 20% for environment, 20% for genetics, and
10% for access to medical care.

—Los Angdles Times, 2/24/2000



Book Review

Galileo’s Daughter: A Historical Memoir of Science, Faith, and Love, Dava Sobel,
Walker Publishing Company, Inc., 1999, 448 pages.

This book is readable history based around 124 surviving letters written by Galileo's
daughter and confidante, a cloistered nun. The interest to the Bible Student is the
enlightenment the book provides about the early struggle of modern science to emergein
spite of the suppression of Christendom.

The book revedslifein the 17th century: Papa Rome, the fledging age of reason, and
Italy’ s place in Europe where Luther had nailed his theses to the church door. The
bubonic plague, monadtic life, and the human mind awakening from the dark ages are
viewed againg the backdrop of the mathematician who laid the foundation of modern
science. Gdlileo’ s observations and discoveriesin the heavens contradicted church
dogma. He fought to resolve the apparent contradiction between science, established
religion, and his persond bdief and relationship with God. Gdileo contended that God's
universe iswritten in the language of mathematics, and he made dementary stepsin
extending the principlesto biblica interpretations. That reasoning led him to conclude
that no controversy existed between a careful observation of God's world and the Bible.
In fact, the "new discoveries' could enlighten man's understanding and appreciation of
God.

In Gdileo's day, the Church said that the Bible taught that the earth was the center of a
stagnate, yet perfect universe. Galileo fashioned telescopes to look at the wonder of
God' s universe and found observable evidence that the earth was rotating around a sun
which had variable "spots' blemishing its surface. Gdileo’ s telescope only strengthened
his reverence for God, but the Church saw it as a challenge to its authority, bringing
attention to matters forbidden to be consdered. Interestingly, Gdileo initidly was labeled
aloyd friend of the Catholic Church and worked under its sanction.

The second haf of the book focuses on Gdlileo’strid before the Inquisition. He was
officidly branded as a heretic through the efforts of jed ous enemies within the Church.
Gdlileo recanted and was banished beyond Rome, put under house arrest in Florence but
discreetly continued to fashion the "new world." Friends and supporters within and
without the Church never deserted him. A new age was dawning and the Church lacked
the power to slence Gdlileo regardless of the fact that he submitted to the condemning
sentence. As Bible Students know, when God' s time clock strikes, no power on earth can
resst God' s onward march to enlighten the world and free man from Christendom. This
book portrays one such time in higtory.

—Debbie Moss



Poems and Features

Great Truths

Grest truths are dearly bought. The common truth,
Such as men give and take from day to day,
Comes in the common walk of easy life,

Blown by the careless wind across our way.

Truth springs like harvest from the well- ploughed fidlds,
Rewarding patient toil, and faith, and zedl.
To those thus seeking her, she ever yields
Her richest treasures for their lagting wedl.

Convention Report Sermons, p. 44

Serving the Lord in Little Things

In proportion as your heart, and my heart, and the hearts of adl of God's people are right
with im, and your intention to serve Him isthat of asingle eye, etc., in proportion as you
areloyd to the Lord and are not minding the things of the earth, but setting your
afections upon the things that are above, in that proportion He will grant you and me and
any others the opportunity of such service, and He tells us not to wait on great
opportunities for great service. If | wereto tell you that you had the opportunity of doing
some great service, | presume nearly every one of you would get up immediately.
Everybody is ready to do great things, but you will notice that very few people do great
things, because greset things are not so done. The Lord wants you to look at the little
things, and to look for the little opportunities, and to use these and your time, and Hetdlls
usin so many words that, "He thet isfaithful in that which isleast would be faithful dso

in the things which are greet.” Also that he who would be unfaithful in the thingswhich
are least would likewise be unfaithful in the things which are great. But the Lord istaking
the matter in the reverse order, and istesting usin the little things of our lives.

"Addressto Harvest Workers," Convention Report Sermons, p. 63



A Prayer

My Lord, in the midst of lifés discords, make me an influence for
the promotion of thy spirit of peace.

Help me faithfully to hold up the redeeming sacrifice as the way
back to God and unto eternd life.

Where thereis bitterness of spirit, let me sow thy words of love
and radiate the beauty of thy forgiving spirit.

Where hearts are growing impatient and doubting thy loving care,
may my steadfadt faith in thy power and unchanging character
encourage unwavering trug.

Where the darkening shadows seem to grow deeper across a
fellow traveler's pathway, let me be the bringer of thy word, "Be of
good cheer."

Where the warfare seems beyond strength to endure, make me a
Barnabas, a comforter of the brethren.

Lord, so let me be henceforth an instrument to spread the
benediction of thy peace, avess filled with thy joy and
overflowing.

And in dl the rdations that go to make up the round of life's
experience, let me be an example of thy gentleness, that it may be
seen that | have been with thee, learning the perfect ways of God.
Amen.

Songs of the Nightingale, p. 101



The Praying Hands

Back in the fifteenth century, in atiny village near Nuremberg, lived afamily with
eighteen children. Eighteen! In order merdy to keep food on the table for this mob, the
father and head of the household, a goldsmith by profession, worked almost eighteen
hours aday at his trade and any other paying chore he could find in the neighborhood.
Despite their seemingly hopeless condition, two of the children had adream. They both
wanted to pursue their tlent for art, but they knew full wel that their father would never
be financidly able to send ether of them to Nuremberg to study at the Academy.

After many long discussions a night in their crowded bed, the two boys findly worked
out apact. They would toss a coin. The loser would go down into the nearby mines and,
with his earnings, support his brother while he attended the academy. Then, when that
brother who won the toss completed his studies, in four years, he would support the other
brother at the academy, either with sales of his artwork or, if necessary, also by laboring
inthe mines.

They tossed a coin on a Sunday morning after church. Albrecht Durer won the toss and
went off to Nuremberg. Albert went down into the dangerous mines and, for the next four
years, financed his brother, whose work at the academy was amost an immediate
sensation. Albrecht's etchings, his wood<->cuts, and his oils were far better than those of
most of his professors, and by the time he graduated, he was beginning to earn
congderable fees for his commissioned works.

When the young artist returned to his village, the Durer family held afedtive dinner on
their lawn to celebrate Albrecht's triumphant homecoming. After along and memorable
medl, punctuated with music and laughter, Albrecht rose from his honored postion at the
head of the table to drink atoast to his beloved brother for the years of sacrifice that had
enabled Albrecht to fulfill hisambition. His closing words were, "And now, Albert,
blessed brother of mine, now it is your turn. Now you can go to Nuremberg to pursue
your dream, and | will take care of you."

All heads turned in eager expectation to the far end of the table where Albert sat, tears
streaming down his pale face, shaking his lowered head from sde to sde while he sobbed
and repeated, over and over, "No...no...no."

Findly, Albert rose and wiped the tears from his cheeks. He glanced down the long table
at the faces he loved, and then, holding his hands close to hisright cheek, he said softly,
"No, brother, I cannot go to Nuremberg. It istoo late for me. Look, look what four years
in the mines have done to my hands! The bonesin every finger have been smashed at
least once, and lately | have been suffering from arthritis o badly in my right hand thet |
cannot even hold a glass to return your toast, much less make delicate lines on parchment
or canvas with apen or abrush. No, brother, for meit istoo late.”

More than 450 years have passed. By now, Albrecht Durer's hundreds of masterful
portraits, pen and slver-point sketches, watercolors, charcoals, wood- cuts, and copper



engravings hang in every grest museum in the world, but the odds are grest that you, like
most people, are familiar with only one of Albrecht Durer's works. More than merely
being familiar with it, you very wdl may have a reproduction hanging in your home or
office.

One day, to pay homage to Albert for al that he had sacrificed, Albrecht Durer
paingtakingly drew his brother's abused hands with palms together and thin fingers
dretched skyward. He cdled his powerful drawing smply "Hands" but the entire world
amogt immediately opened their heartsto his great masterpiece and renamed his tribute
of love "The Praying Hands."

The next time you see a copy of that touching crestion, take a second look. Let it be your
reminder, if you till need one, that no one--no one--ever makesit done!

Motivational Knowledge

To obtain the knowledge and this strength, which God proposes to supply to each runner
for the heavenly prize, will surely test the Sincerity of one's consecration vows. Having
consecrated dl our time, al our taents, to the Lord; now the question is, How much of it
are we giving? Are we dill willing, according to our covenant of consecration, to give up
al?--to give up our own plans and methods, and our own theories and others, to accept of
God's plan and way and time of doing his great work? Are we willing to do this a the
cost of earthly friendships and socid ties? And are we willing to give up time from other
things for the investigation of these glorious themes so heart- cheering to the truly
consecrated, with the certain knowledge that it will cost usthis sdf-denid? If dl is not
consecrated, or if we only half meant it when we gave dl to the Lord, then we will
begrudge the time and effort needful to search his Word as for hid treasure, to obtain thus
the strength needful for dl the trids of faith incident to the present (the dawn of the
Millennium) above other times.

The Divine Plan of the Ages, pp. 346, 347



Profitable Daily Tithing

If Chrigians alow the rush and crush of sdlfish ambition to deprive them of their daily
portion of heavenly food, they must not be surprised, if they grow spiritudly leaner day
by day, and if "the peace of God" gives placein their hearts to the discontent which is
growing in the world, notwithstanding the multiplication of our comforts and privileges.
Let us remember the exhortation, "In dl thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shdl direct
thy paths' (Prov. 3:6). . . . Surely thelittle tithe of time daily spent in partaking of its
morsas of heavenly counsd cannot fail to profit al who partake. The day opened with
such meditations is sure to be the better spent and more profitable. The heart thus turned
to holy thoughts is much less likely to go aside from right paths than otherwise. The
wisdom that cometh from aboveis thus gradudly and easily assmilable, and cannot fail
to bear some good fruit in the hearts of the saints, and to awaken reverence in the
worldly.

Origind prefaceto Daily Heavenly Manna

The Blessings of Solitude

The most eminent divine favors that the saints obtained, that we read of in Scripture,
were in ther retirement. The principd manifestations that God made of himself, and his
covenant mercy to Abraham, were when he was done, apart from his numerous family;
as anyone will judge that carefully reads his history. Isaac received that specia gift of
God to him, Rebekah, who was so grest a comfort to him, and by whom he obtained the
promised seed, walking aone meditating in the field. Jacob was retired for secret prayer,
when Chrigt came to him, and he wrestled with him, and obtained the blessing. God
revedled himsdlf to Mosesin the bush, when he wasin a solitary placein the desert, in
Mount Horeb. . . .Afterwards, when God showed him his glory, and he was admitted to
the highest degree of communion with God that ever he enjoyed, he was done, in the
same mountain, and continued there forty days and forty nights, and then came down
with hisface shining. God came to those greeat prophets, Elijah and Elisha, and conversed
fredy with them, chiefly in their retirement. Elijah conversed aone with God at Mount
Sina, as Moses did. And when Jesus Chrigt had his greatest pre-libetion of hisfuture
glory, when he was trangfigured, it was not when he was with the multitude, or with the
twelve disciples, but retired into a solitary place in amountain, with only three select
disciples, charging them that they should tell no man until he was risen from the dead. . ..
Shethat first partook of the joy of Chrigt's resurrection, was done with Christ a the
sepulcher, John 20. And when the beloved disciple was favored with those wonderful
visons of Chrigt and his future dispensations towards the church and the world, he was
doneintheide of Pamos.

Jonathan Edwards, 4 Treatise Concerning Religious Affections, p. 274



A Solitary Way

Psalm 107:1-9; Proverbs 14:10;
1 Corinthians 2:11

Thereisamystery in human hearts,

And though we be encircled by a host

Of those who love us well, and are beloved,
To every one of us, from timeto time,
There comes a sense of utter londliness.
Our dearest friend is "stranger” to our joy,
And cannot redlize our bitterness.
"Thereis not one who redlly understands,
Not oneto enter into al | fed;"
Suchisthe cry of each of usinturn.

We wander in a"solitary way,"

No matter what or where our lot may be,
Each heart, mydterious even to itsdf,

Mugt liveitsinner life of solitude.

Job 7:17; Matthew 10:37

And would you know the reason why thisis?
It is because the Lord desires our love,

In every heart he wishesto befirdt.

He therefore keeps the secret-key himsdf,
To open dl its chambers, and to bless

With perfect sympathy and holy peace

Each solitary soul which comesto him.

So when wefed thislondiness, itis

The voice of Jesus saying, "Cometo Mée";
And every time we are "not understood,”
Itisacdl to usto comeagan;

For Chrigt done can satisfy the soul,

And those who wak with him from day to day
Can never have "a solitary way."



Isaiah 48:16; Psalm 34:22

And when beneath some heavy crossyou faint,
And say, "l cannot bear thisload done”

Y ou say the truth. Christ made it purposdy

S0 heavy that you must return to him.

The bitter grief, which "no one understands,”
Conveys a secret message from the King,
Entreating you to come to him again.

The Man of Sorrows understands it well.

In dl points tempted, he can fed with you.

Y ou cannot come too often, or too near.

The Son of God isinfinitein grace;

His presence stidfies the longing soul;

And those who wak with him from day to day
Can never have "a solitary way."

Poems of Dawn, pp. 48-50

Trusting When We Do Not Know

| have no miraculous ingght to know God's will. My judgment is not sufficient, | am not

to tax my mind that way, it is out of the power of my mind. | will leaveit to the Lord. If

He wishes me to go thisway or that way, He can direct the course. So, my mind and heart
are satidfied, if, a the beginning of the day, | say, Lord, heream I; | thank Theefor the
privilege of another day and what | hope will be full of opportunities for serving the

Truth and the brethren. | ask you to direct al of my thoughts, words and conduct, thet |
may serve Thee. Then | go forth and use my best judgment. If the Lord wantsto lead me
in one way or ancther, that is His part, not my part. | have solicited His guidance. My eye
isdert to know and to do Hiswill at any codt. | rest easy in this yoke, knowing that God
is able and willing to overrule dl things for His glory and for my profit.

What Pastor Russell Said, p. 267



Not Understood

Not understood, we move along asunder
Our paths grow wider as the seasons creep
Along the years; we marvel and we wonder
Why lifeis so,--and then we fall asleep--
Not understood.

Not understood. We gather false impressions
And hug them closer as the years go by,

Till virtue often seemsto ustransgression;
And thus men rise and fall and live and die--
Not understood.

Not understood. Poor soulswith stunted vision
Oft measure giants with their narrow gauge.

The poisoned shafts of falsehood and derision
Are oft impelled 'gainst those who mold the age--
Not understood.

Not understood; the secret springs of action
Which lie beneath the surface and the show,
Aredisregarded, with self satisfaction

We judge our neighbors, and they often go--
Not understood.

Not understood. How trifles often change us!
The thoughtless sentences or fancied slight,
Destroy long years of friendship and estrange us,
And on our soulsthere falls afreezing blight--
Not understood.

Not understood. How many breasts are aching
For lack of sympathy? Ah, day by day

How many cheerless, lonely hearts are breaking,
How many noble spirits pass away--

Not understood.

Oh, God! That men would see alittle clearer,
Or judge less harshly, where they cannot see.
Oh, God, that men would draw alittle nearer
To one another. They'd be nearer thee--

And understood.

Thomas Bracken, Poems of the Way, p. 118
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