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EDITOR's JOURNAL

Last year areader wrote to suggest the theme "Evidences of Divine Inspiration of the
Bible" for afutureissue of THE HERALD. She said the question of the Bible sinspiration
occasondly comes up when she discusses religious topics with others.

Theissue you are holding in your handsis adirect result of her letter. With our many
Chrigtian friends we share alove for, and a bdlief in the divine inspiration of the
Scriptures. It isajoy to discuss the Bible with others who share our enthusiasm for it and
believeit is God' sword. But what can we say to those who think the Bibleis"an old
fiddle upon which any tune can be played" or to the one who thinks the Bible is no more
interesting than the Koran, say, or the sacred text of any other ancient religion?

In fact much can be said. To begin with, no other book is as old as the oldest sections of
the Bible. If a previoudy unknown book written some thousand years before Christ were
to be discovered carefully preserved, it would be herdded as a grest find, as awonderful
way to learn more about the people, customs, and beliefs of those who were dive at that
time. Perhaps because we have had the Bible as apart of our culture for aslong aswe can
remember, we tend to take it for granted. In fact it is more than interesting—it isingpired.
We hope to prove that assertion in the articles that follow.

Thefirg one entitled The Inspiration of the Bible points out that acommon theme from
Genessto Revedion is one proof that a divine mind must have guided the work of
multiple authors over a 1,600-year period. Another proof isthat prophecies written more
than 2,000 years ago gave details about a coming Messiah. Jesus fulfilled every one of
those prophecies. Still another proof is to see the effect the Bible has had on those who
follow its teachings.

How can we be sure the Bible we have is what was written origindly? Preservation of
the Law of God, averse-by-verse study of Nehemiah 8, shows how the Jews prized their
writings, how they preserved them, and taught them to one generation after another.
That'swhy what we have today is so close to what was origindly written.



Perhaps there is no greater argument for divine inspiration than the writing of detailed
history long in advance. Such history was recorded in Daniel 11 and it is described in
Divine Foreknowledge in the Book of Daniel. Mog authorities agree about the redlities of
what Daniel described, and the evidence isthat Daniel wrote it long before the events
occurred.

Although the Bible was not given to usto be a science textbook, its satements of how

our world was crested do agree with what science has learned. Genesis and Geophysics
explores what happened during the crestive processes described in the first chapter of the
Bible. Genes's accurately describes what occurred during long eons of time to prepare
this earth for man.

One may be tempted to say that archaeology proves the Bible, but in fact that is
something it cannot do. Buried Treasures correctly observesthat archaeologica
discoveries can only confirm that biblical persons and places actudly existed and that
events took place where and when the Bible says they did. Archaeology has been
confirming the Bible for along time.

Fndly The Bible and the Spade, an aticle which first gppeared in the Bible Study
Monthly, puts dl thisinformation into perspective. We are reminded that the Bible has
aurvived even though its enemies have tried by every possible means to suppress and
destroy it. And why has it survived? God intends for us to know about his grand plan of
sdvation to bless dl the world in the coming kingdom. The Bibl€ s history, poetry,
visons, prophecies, and ethics al converge irresstibly upon Jesus Chrigt, the one who
will soon reign as the acknowledged Prince of Peace in the kingdom.

May our faith in the Bible and its message of sdvation through Jesus Christ be
srengthened as we read the evidences of divine inspiration of the Bible.



A Look at the Evidence

The Inspiration of the Bible

All Scripture given by inspiration of God, is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness.—2 Timothy 3:16

David Stein

The Information Age this may be, but it is dso an age of cynicism and agnogticism.
While the Bible has been attacked through al of the ages, the ondaught in this day and
ageis particularly savage. How can one, in the age of information and scientific
enlightenment, bdieve in the divine ingpiration of a book written between two and three
millennia ago? Isit rational? These are questions every beiever must ultimately confront.

To be sure, a pirit-begotten Chrigian has the holy spirit as well asthe intellectua
accomplishment of learning the teachings of the Bible. The holy spirit movesusin
supernatural ways in our relationship and communication with God. But that fact is not
generdly something one can use to convince others. The sarting point must aways be
Scripture.

Paul believed and taught that there is such athing as inspired Scripture because he wrote,
"All Scripture given by inspiration of God." Inspiration isaclam registered for the Bible.

One of the interesting things about the Bible isthat it is the result of the writing of those
whose lives spanned nearly 1,600 years. From Maoses to the gpostle John, the Bible
contains higtoricd, poetic, and doctrina themes from the pens of many. With so many
contributors we might expect there would be a diversity, perhaps even contrary opinions
within the writings. However, we find a congstency of theme, athread of continuity from
Genessto Revdation. It is as though there was collusion among the members of the
group to produce something cogent and inspiring. Clearly this could not be done over
such along period of time. The conclusion that there must be a angle mind and influence
behind it isinescgpable. That that mind is God' s takes alittle more faith.

The Theme of Atonement

One common theme is atonement. In the book of Genesis we are introduced to the idea of
sacrificid offerings. Abel sacrificed animals and God gpproved of them (Hebrews 11:4).
The great patriarchs and ancient worthies al conducted such ritua sacrifices. The Law
received by Moses gtipulated specific sets of anima sacrifices for al occasons and
circumstances—all of which had astheir result aretoration of some level of

acceptability with God. Why would an omniscient and omnipotent God desire such
seeming barbarity? What could possibly be accomplished by the shedding of animd
blood?



This quegtion is answered by the coming of Jesus, the ultimate sacrifice to restore
acceptability before God. The entire object of anima sacrifice was to point to the need of
asngle and noble human sacrifice to complete and thoroughly offset the effects of gin.
The apostle Paul wrote many pages on thistopic, dl in explanaion of atonement. Truly,
in the absence of such an explanation, anima sacrifices may indeed seem barbaric. But
the main point is that atonement, typified by anima sacrifices and redlized in the ransom

of Jesus, isa 1,600-year theme, an ingpired theme, a consistent theme providing evidence
of asingle mind behind the writings.

We can go from a big-picture overview to the tiny details to see other things that are hard
to explain apart from divine inspiration. Under the Law of Moses aritud caled
circumcision was codified. Part of the specification is that the procedure take place on the
eighth day after birth (Leviticus 12:3). Why the eighth day? In modern times biochemigts
have found that a chemica precursor to vitamin K which expedites blood clotting reaches
ahigh of 800% above norma adult levels on the eighth day after birth. After the eghth
day the level beginsto return again to normd levels. How is it that Moses knew that the
aurviva of the baby isa its highest probability on the eighth day? Moses didn’t know;
God did.

Many believe that the knowledge the earth is round was not attained until Columbus
discovered the New World. That is not historicdly true. Some ancient scientists had
concluded they lived on aglobe, but it was not common knowledge. However, the Bible
shows evidence of such knowledge in the ancient world. In Isaiah 40:21,22 the Scripture
describes something we now take for granted: "Have ye not known? have ye not heard?
hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the
foundations of the earth? It is he that Sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the
inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers, that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and
gpreadeth them out as atent to dwdll in."

The cynics of our generation might say that acirdeistwo dimensiond and the text
amply confirms the false idea that the earth isflat. Thus the text in that detall might be
seen smply as ambiguous, not proving aflat earth or one that is a globe. But note dso
that the prophet describes the heavens as stretched out and spread as a "tent to dwell in.”
Just as atent is protective of its occupants againg the dements, so is the atmospheric
"tent" in which we dwell. It provides a comfortable environment and aso protects us
agang extraterrestria dangers such as radiation and meteors. The poetic language
inspired by God reflects red sciencel

Job says, "He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon
nothing" (Job 26:7). This description comes as no surprise to any astronaut. That it
should be contained in the Bible is a surprise to some. For many of usit is smply another
indicator of the supernatural origin of what we characterize as God's Word.



Prophecy

One of the most convincing agpects illugtrating the ingpiration of the Bible is prophecy.
However, prophecy is by its very nature interpretive. What is solid and persuasive to one
issuperficid and conjectura to another. Yet if prophecy can be shown to betrue, an
unbeliever must explain how the prophet could have gotten it right before the fact if not
from the inspiration recaived from ahigher Being.

Onetext which is very difficult to brush aside is a prophecy concerning King Cyrus some
two centuries before he was born. Although not of Isradl, the prophecy saysthisking
would appear and would become a great conqueror. We read: "[Thus saith the LORD)] of
Cyrus, Heis my shepherd, and shal perform al my pleasure: even saying to Jerusdem,
Thou shdt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shdl be laid. Thus saith the LORD
to hisanointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand | have holden, to subdue nations before him;

and | will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates, and the gates
shdl not be shut” (Isaiah 44:28 through 45:1).

Jewish tradition holds that Cyrus was told by Jewish authorities that his coming was
foretold in Scripture, something that is very hard to do when the prophecy was written so
long before the fact!

There are many prophecies in the Hebrew Scriptures which point to the Messiah. These
lead inescapably to Jesus though the Jews in their blindness have faled to acknowledge it
(Romans 11:25). The accuracy, precision, and abundance of these propheciesis powerful
evidence of theinspiration of the Bible. A few of these prophecies are:

Messiah to be born of the tribe of Judah—Genesis 49:10

Messiah to be born of the family of David—Psam 132:11; Isaiah 11:1

Messah to be born in Bethlehem—Micah 5:2

Messah to be born of avirgin—Ilsaiah 7:14

Messiah to be caled out of Egypt—Hosea 11:1

Messah to enter Jerusalem on the colt of an ass—Zechariah 9:9

Messiah to be betrayed by a close intimate—Psam 41:9; 109:8

Messiah to be pierced—Zechariah 12:10

Messiah to be rgected, tortured, and executed—Isaiah 53:3-9

Messiah to have no bones broken—Psam 34:20 (also in the Passover type—Exodus
12:46)



Messiah to be in the grave parts of three days—Jonah 1:17

All these prophecies found fulfillment in Jesus of Nazareth. Even the year of the
commencement of hisministry and his execution can be found in the chronologica
prophecy of the 70 weeks in Danid chapter nine.*

One more sat of prophecies which have had dramatic fulfillment in the twentieth century
concern the nation of Isragl and the Jewish people. The regathering of the Jewish people
from al nations of the earth and the establishment of the modern nation of Isradl after
nearly 2,000 years of scattering is unprecedented in human history. These prophecies
have been afrequent subject in the pages of thisjournd. The fact of Israd’ s renewed
exigence is evidence of the divine authorship of the prophecies of the Bible.

The Bible’s Impact on People

What is convincing evidence of divine origin to oneis not necessarily persuasive to
ancther. But there is one more evidence of the divine origin of the Bible that isrardy
mentioned: the high and noble principles of behavior outlined in Scripture. Qualities such
aslove, mercy, sacrifice, compassion, justice, patience, faithfulness, generosity, gratitude,
tolerance, and understanding are characteristics which are encouraged and inculcated in
the Bible. We see in those whohave consecrated themsalves to follow the teachings of
Jesus evidence of these very qualities. A Chrigtian begins to reflect these traits through a
study of God'sword and careful atention to its teachings. The Bible clamsthese are dl
features of the character of God. Since we are told that "God islove" (1John 4:16), we
should expect that people consecrated to becoming "godlike" would manifest this trait
and thus give confirmatory evidence of the inspiration of God's word.

Of course skeyptics take a contrary view and claim that the Bible has repeatedly produced
people who are hateful and violent. They point to the history of the organized church to
show the oppression, intolerance, and horrors of religion. Unfortunately such terrible
behavior has come from some who name the name of Christ. On the other hand there
have dso been many individuas whose character is quite different from such bad
examples. They have amply manifested the spiritud characterigtics and God-like qudities
the Bible describes. How can one book produce individuals with such diametrically
opposite characteristics? The answer is Smple: One group truly represents the fruit of the
teachings of the Bible, the other group does not.

The exigence of spiritudly rich and enriching individuasis powerful evidence of the
exigence of aloving God. God' s consecrated people, the Church of Christ, stand as
persuasive proof of the vdidity of the divine origin of Scripture.

* For afuller treatment of this powerful prophecy see " The 70 Weeks of Daniel" in the November-
December 1998 Herald.



God's Word Stands Forever

Preservation of the Law of God

And Moses commanded them, saying, At the end of every seven years, in the solemnity of
the year of release, in the feast of tabernacles, when all Israel is come to appear before
the LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all
Israel in their hearing.—Deuteronomy 31:10,11

A verse by verse study of Nehemiah 8

Shortly after Israel |eft Egypt for the promised land, God gave them alaw a Mt. Sinai. At
the end of their forty-year wandering in the wilderness, Moses gathered the people
together in the plains of Moab and repeated the precepts of the law (Deuteronomy 1:1-3).
After seven decades of captivity in Babylon, the Hebrew people once again returned to
their homeland, and once again the law was read to them in an open assembly. That isthe
subject of this study of Nehemiah 8.

Asareault of three successve invasons of Jerusdem by the forces of Nebuchadnezzar,
perhaps as many as 70,000 Jews were deported to Babylon.* When Cyrus made his
decree permitting their return some seven decades later, some 42,000** took up the
chalenge and went back to rebuild their beloved capitd city (Ezra 2:64).

The years of captivity in Babylon had a profound effect upon the exilesfrom Isradl. As
Dr. Foakes-Jackson has noted, "With the captivity the history of Isragl ends, and the
higtory of the Jews commences' (Biblica History of the Hebrews, p. 316). Placed in the
midst of heathen and idolatrous surroundings, the Israglites recoiled from the
abominations of their neighbors and clung to the faith of their fathersin the God of
Abraham. Scorned for their beliefs, they cultivated an exclusiveness of faith and beliefs.
Deprived of the right to offer their ritua sacrifices, they learned to prize the spiritud
lessons from their traditions and history. Another writer observes:

"Within [@ hundred years the teaching of M oses was established as the basis of the
nationd life, the first steps were taken toward the formation of a canon of Scripture.
Jewish society was molded into a shape which succeeding centuries modified, but did not
essentially change. During this period the Judaea of the days of our Lord came into being.
Within this period the forces which opposed Chrigt, and the forces whichralied to his
sde, had their origin. This century saw therise of parties which afterward became sects
under the names of Pharisees and Sadducees. It laid the foundation of Rabbinism. It fixed
the attitude of the Jews toward the Gentiles™—Dr. P. Hay Hunter, After the Exile, |, Xvi.

It was just this sense of community that made the returning exiles so enthused about
returning. Although therigors of living in the desart outpost (which Jerusalem had
become) and the fears of antagonistic neighbors had diminished their origind zed,
Nehemiah met the chalenge and gave them fresh vigor. The rebuilding of the wals was



only one of his accomplishments. With the aid of Ezrathe returned exiles were purged of
their pagan wives and had the vison of alaw-abiding nation restored to them. It is of this
activity that we find the narrative of the re-reading of the law in Nehemiah 8.

At the Water Gate—Nehemiah 8:1-4

And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was
before the water gate, and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of
Moses, which the LORD hadcommanded to Israel. And Ezra the priest brought the law
before the congregation both of men andwomen, and all that could hear with
understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month. And he read therein before the
street that was before the water gate from the morning until midday, before the men and
the women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive
unto the book of the law. And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they
had made for the purpose, and beside him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and
Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his right hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, and
Mishael, and Malchiah, and Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam.

Thetiming of the event was the "firgt day of the seventh month.” This was the beginning
of the civil year a the feast of trumpets, an event we know today as Rosh Hoshanah. It
was only one week after Nehemiah had finished the construction of the wall around
Jerusdem in 52 days (Nehemiah 6:15). Although our theme text specifies that the annua
reading of the law was to be on the feast of tabernacles, it was probably moved forward
on this occasion so they would be able to recognize the importance of that feest.
Apparently thisfeast had falen out of favor during the Babylonian captivity.

The place was at "the Street that was before the water gate” This gate lay south of the
temple and led eastward to the water supply of the prings of Gihon in the Kidron Vley.
The word trandated "street” would be better trandated "courtyard,” and was awide, open
areapecificdly desgned for addressng alarge audience. It was actualy part of the
temple complex and is called "the open square of the house of God" in Ezra 10:9 (NKJV).

The congregation was "dl that could hear with understanding.” Although men and
women were alike present, it is doubtful that small children were encouraged to attend
this particular assemblage since the readings would last severa hours and the natura
demands of children would be digtracting in the discussions of the law. It was, however,
the respongibility of the parents to fully inform the children of their responsibilities under
the law.

The leader of the congregation was Ezra, whose lineege is traced through the high
priegtly line al the way back to Aaron. It wasinhis role as scribe and copyist that Ezraiis
credited with laying the foundetion for the canon of the Old Testament. James Orr, in the
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia notes. "The age of Ezraand Nehemiah,
therefore, is not that of the beginning, but, as Jewish tradition rightly held (Josephus; 2
Maccabees 2:13; Tamud) rather that of the completion, systematic delimitation,
acknowledgment and forma close of the canon.”



The subject was "the book of the law of Moses." It is debatable whether this refersto the
entire Pentateuch or merely the book of Deuteronomy which Moses had instructed be
kept "in the Sde of the ark of the covenant™ (Deuteronomy 31:26). It ismost likely that it
included dl of the firgt five books of the Bible, since specid information about the use of
booths was included in the reading and those indructions are only found in Leviticus
23:42, 43.

The assembly gathered early, for the reading was to begin at dawn. For sx hoursthe
willing crowd gave rapt atention. It is not likely thet it was a drawn-out monologue, but
rather that the thirteen other priests that shared the platform with Ezratook their turnsin
the reading. The readings of the law may have aso been interrupted with trandations and
explanations.

Reading of the Law—Nehemiah8:5-8

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, (for he was above all the
people;) and when he opened it, all the people stood up: and Ezra blessed the LORD, the
great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and
they bowed their heads, and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground. Also
Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita,
Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, caused the people to understand the
law: and the people stood in their place. So they read in the book in the law of God
distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading.

The session opened with prayer and the audience stood with bowed heads and hands
lifted in reverence. An example of such an introductory prayer isfound in the words of
David in 1 Chronicles 29:10-13, "Blessed be thou, LORD God of Isradl our father, for
ever and ever. Thine, O LORD, isthe greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the
victory, and the mgesty: for dl that isin the heaven and in the earth is thine; thineisthe
kingdom, O LORD, and thou art exdted as head above dl. Both riches and honor come
of thee, and thou reignest over dl; and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine
hand it isto make great, and to give strength unto al. Now therefore, our God, we thank
thee, and praise thy glorious name." The double"Amen" of the audience indicated the
fervor of the occasion and their willingness to not only hear, but seek to follow the words
of the law being read to them.

The activities of that fateful morning were broken into three parts:

1. "They read in the book the law of God digtinctly." It was necessary for
the reading to be "digtinct” and clear so that the assembled people, who
had been largely out of touch with pure Hebrew during their Babylonian
sojourn, would understand the words.

2."And gave the sense" Ancient Hebrew rabbis understand this phrase to
mean the giving of a pargphrase in the Chadaic tongue with which the
audience was more familiar. As Hebrew after years ofuse within Germany



degraded into Yiddish, so one result of the yearsin Babylon wasto
produce a hybrid language—part Hebrew and part Chaldaic. These
trandations, preserved in written form, were caled "Targums,” or
"interpretations.” (The word tirgum istrandated "interpreted” in Ezra4:7.)
Origina targums are dill found in the Chddaic, Syrian, and Aramaic

languages.

3. "And caused them to understand the reading.” Thiswas therole of the
13 Levites, in addition to the 13 priests on the podium. They were
scattered among the crowd. Their function was to lead discussion groups
in order to help the people understand the practical import of the words
being read.

It was thus that the integrity of the precepts of the ancient Mosaic law was preserved,
even after seven decades of virtua disuse.

The Feast of Trumpets—Nehemiah 8:9-13

And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Levites that
taught the people, said unto all the people, This day is holy unto the LORD your God;
mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the law.
Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions
unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye
sorry, for the joy of the LORD is your strength. So the Levites stilled all the people,
saying, Hold your peace, for the day is holy, neither be ye grieved. And all the people
went their way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make great mirth,
because they had understood the words that were declared unto them. And on the second
day were gathered together the chief of the fathers of all the people, the priests, and the
Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, even to understand the words of the law.

Theoriginsof thetitle"Tirshatha' are obscure. However both of the two most prominent
explanations are appropriate descriptions of Nehemiah's office. The linguist Lagarde
derivesit from the Bactrian antarekshatra meaning "he who takes the place of the king,"
amost gppropriate designationin the light of the commisson given in Nehemiah 2:6-9.

The reading of the law had a profound effect upon the assembled people. Being convicted
of their failure to keep the law, they wept profusdly. Perhaps they aso redized that their
recent captivity hed been as adirect consequence of their neglect of their rigious
responsihilities toward God. Both Nehemiah and Ezraremonstrated againgt such
weeping, not because it was improper, but that it was ingppropriate on this joyous festiva
day. The Day of Atonement which was some ten days yet future, was the proper time for
such repentant sorrow. Now it was the time not to ook back on their past sins, but to
rgjoice in the future prospects ahead of forgiveness and a renewed opportunity to attempt
to keep the law. Even sorrow for Sn must not grow so obsessive asto hinder our joy in
God and our cheerfulnessin his service. This Rosh Hoshanah was to be an occasion for
true New Y ear resolutions.



Their rgoicing, however, was not to be salf-centered nor in the immediacy of the
bounties on the festive table, but it was to be ajoy of arenewed relationship with God; it
was to be "the joy of the Lord" that would give them strength to carry out the resolutions
they had made. Their "mirth" was not to be based on eating, drinking, or making merry;
rather, it was the rgoicing of a heart uplifted by "underganding” the laws of God. Asthe
psalmigt phrased it, "Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shdl offend
them" (Psalm 119:165).

Nor were they to be unmindful of those not privileged to be at the feast, but were to take
some of the bounties and send it to them. These would include not only those too sick to
be at this assembly, or those in remote villages who could not come, but undoubtedly
included their fellow countrymen back in Babylon. This lesson should not be lost on
today’ s Christians who may, being free from mystic Babylon, forget their less fortunate
brethren who may remain behind for one reason or another. Such customs of sharing the
bounties of their festivals were not uncommon to the Jewish people (see Esther 9:19-22;
Luke 14:13).

Asthefirst day of the New Y ear was a celebration of the Law for al the people, so the
second day was aday of instruction for the leaders of the various tribes, the priests, and
the Levites. Ezra became their teacher as he informed them of their unique

respongbilities in maintaining the purity of the Jewish rdigion. It has been judt this care
over the word of God that has preserved the integrity of the Bible over the many centuries
of its exisience.

Feast of Tabernacles—Nehemiah 8:14-18

And they found written in the law which the LORD had commanded by Moses, that the
children of Israel should dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh month: and that they
should publish and proclaim in all their cities, and in Jerusalem, saying, Go forth unto

the mount, and fetch olive branches, and pine branches, and myrtle branches, and palm
branches, and branches of thick trees, to make booths, as it is written. So the people went
forth, and brought them, and made themselves booths, every one upon the roof of his
house, and in their courts, and in the courts of the house of God, and in the street of the
water gate, and in the street of the gate of Ephraim. And all the congregation of them that
were come again out of the captivity made booths, and sat under the booths: for since the
days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not the children of Israel done so. And
there was very great gladness. Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, he
read in the book of the law of God. And they kept the feast seven days, and on the eighth
day was a solemn assembly, according unto the manner.

The gtatement in verse 17 that from the time of Joshua "the children of I1sradl had not
done s0," should not be understood as meaning that the nation had not observed the feast
of tabernacles. There are references to them having held such observationsin 2
Chronicles 8:13 and 1 Kings 12:32. Rather, it indicates that they had not followed the
custom of building booths during these occasions athough this had been commanded as
part of the celebration in Leviticus 23:42,43.



The three main Jewish fegtivals were al commemorative of higoric events related to

their exodus from Egypt: Passover celebrating their departure; Pentecost, the giving of
the Law a Sinai; and Tabernacles, their safe arriva in the promised land. The antitypes
were likewise progressive: Passover, picturing the deeth of Christ; Pentecogt, the giving
of the holy spirit to the church; and Tabernacles, showing the entrance of mankind into
their eternd inheritance. (Each of these feasts was dso a harvest festival: Passover for the
barley harvest, Pentecost for the wheat, and Tabernacles for the grape vintage.)

In Nehemiah 8 the feast of tabernaclesis stressed mainly because it was the first occasion
to observe one of the features of the Law which they had just rehearsed in such great
detall. However it is aso suggestive that the return of Israel from Babylon may
foreshadow the return of the |sraglites to their true prophetic position after they return to
the Lord at the end of their Diaspora.

The booths were primarily to show how the people had been protected in their temporary
dwelling quarters during the wilderness wanderings. The booths were patterned after the
temporary shdtersfor "the watchmen of the vineyards and melons, and maize fieds,
protecting them againgt thieves, herds, and wild beadts. . . . [and] only dightly put
together” (Kell & Dditzsch). They measured about eight feet square and could go as high
as 15 fest.

It is the temporary nature of booths that is stressed in Job 27:18, "He buildeth his house
asamoth, and as a booth that the kegper maketh.” The booths also indicated an isolated
condition: "Y our country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, Strangers
devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers. And the
daughter of Zion isleft as acottage in avineyard, as alodge in agarden of cucumbers, as
abesieged city" (Isaiah 1.7,8).

All of these lessons were particularly gppropriate to Isragl in the days of Nehemiah. As
the Lord had led them safdly from the land of Egypt to the promised land, so now they
had been returned to Jerusdem from their captivity in Babylon. It will thus be appropriate
in thet future redlity when they shal have returned from their dispersion throughout the
earth, and once again hear and give heed to the Word of the Lord, that Jerusalem
becomes the permanent capitd of the earth (Isaiah 2:2-4).

And 0 the people went to work and filled Jerusalem with booths—on the housetops, in
the temple square, in the plazas, and even in the dtregts. As the Wycliffe Commentary
notes, "Probably the inhabitants of the city built their booths by their own homes, the
priests and Levites built in the temple courts, and non-resident laymen in the open
places.”

But such activities formed only the setting. Their red activity was saven days of studying
and meditating on the law of God. What a beautiful picture we have here of the
Messanic kingdom when, for athousand years, mankind shal read and contemplate the
laws of a perfect God so that, keeping them, they may live forever. The Bible, which has



been so faithfully preserved sinceitsinception, will gill be the divine standard for all
men for ever.

It was on the eighth day that they removed their huts and returned to their dwelling

places. So it will be that, after God's 7,000-year plan for mankind shdl have wrought its
perfect work, dl men will recaive their eternd inheritance (Matthew 25:34). Asthe
booths fade into the redlities of life again in their own possession, may it ever bea
reminder that "The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the word of our God shdl stand
for ever” (Isaiah 40:8).

* A cursory reading of Jeremiah 28-30 might imply a captivity of only 4,600. However thisisin direct
conflict with 2 Kings 24:16 where the number of landowners and metal-workers alone was 8,000. The total
number including women and children, according to D. George Adam Smith, may have been between
62,000 to 70,000, nearly half the residents of the country, leaving only the poor to tend the land (Jerusalem,
volume 2, pp. 268-270).

** Although the number of Israelites had undoubtedly swelled to many more than the 70,000 taken captive,
many were too old to return, others because of health reasons or other commitments did not feel ready to
leave, and some had become assimilated into the Babylonian culture.



Precise Predictions

Divine Foreknowledge in the Book of
Daniel

I am God, and there is none like me, declaring . . . from ancient times the things that are
not yet done.—lIsaiah 46:9,10

David Rice

One of the strong evidences for divine ingpiration in Scripture is the inclusion of
prophecies which accurately predicted episodesin higtory. It indicates a foreknowledge
of the future that only divine providence could account for.

The Book of Daniel contains such prophecies, some so specific that Danid isafocd
point of debate on inspiration. So forceful is the witness of these prophecies that critics
are obliged to suppose the book was written after the eventsit clamsto predict. After al,
what other explanation could suffice?

The firgt record of this view comes from a pagan writer of the third century named
Porphyry, "one of the most sagacious and learned antagonists of Chrigtianity under the
Roman empire’ (McClintock and Strong, Cyclopedia, volume 8, page 420). That view
lay dormant for centuries until revived by criticsin modern times. A well known
presentation of this postion is Darius the Mede and the Four World Empires by H. H.
Rowley, published in 1935.

The Prophetic Foreview

Danid was among the captives of Judah taken to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, whose
rule began in the closing years of the seventh century BC. His prophecies mention by
name the empires that would succeed Babylon—M edo- Persia and Greece—and that the
Grecian empire would be divided into four segments following the desth of itsfirst
emperor (Daniel 8:20-22).

All thisfits the facts so precisaly that no one doubts the gpplication. Critics therefore
suppose these prophecies were composed after the Grecian empire had split into four
parts—in fact, during the second century BC, during the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes,
king of the Syrian fragment of the Grecian empire, at about the time of the Maccabean
Revolt.

Of course this expedient is not adequate to answer the issues. For example, Danid 7
shows that after the first three empires, afourth would rise stronger than its predecessors,
"afourth beadt, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly” (verse 7). Thiswas
fulfilled by the Roman empire, which rose to its zenith some time after the Maccabean



Revolt. This empire would decompose into severd fragments (the ten horns), dominated
by a powerful systlem which would "wear out the saints of the most high" for 1,260 years
during the dark ages. Just such asystem did rule, from Rome, from 539 to 1799 (Studies
in the Scriptures, volume 3, chapter 3), and the history of its oppression is renown
(Studies in the Scriptures, volume 2, chapter 9).

Also, textsin Danid 9 predicted the exact years of the baptism and desth of Messiah,
Jesus, who appeared nearly two centuries after the Maccabean Revolt. Ezekid testifies of
the higtorical Danidl (Ezekid 14:14,20), Jesus does the same (Matthew 24:15), and the
gpostles Paul and John endorse Danid’ s prophecies by their reference to them (2
Thessdonians 2:8; Revelation 13:2-7).

All of this, however, ison aspiritud level, and does not much impress the critics. But for
other reasons intringc in the narratives, critics are retreating from their position as
regards the first Sx chapters of Danidl.

"According to nearly every modern commentator, the tales of chapters 1-6 are origindly
products of a Jewish community in a Gentile environment, whose concerns were rather
different from those of Jews who read these talesin Palestine in the Maccabean period”
(Philip Davies, cited in The Skeptical Review, March/April 1999, page 6).

Thisimplies an abandonment of the severa lesser arguments they have traditionaly used,
which depend on textsin the first Six chapters (such as Danid 1:1; 3:5; 5:31). What, then,
are the critics left with to support their view? Smply a dishdief such precison as Daniel
contains could actudly be of divine origin.

A Detailed History

Though prophetic themes are intertwined throughout Danid, the prophetic visions of
Danid himsdf are recorded, sequentidly, in the last six chapters. They arefour in
number, chapters 7, 8, 9 each recounting different visons, and chapters 10, 11, 12
congdtituting one narrative recording the fourth prophecy. This latter isthe most detailed.
It was given in the "third year of Cyrusking of Persa’ (10:1), and gives a preview of
higory from that time forward to the establishment of the kingdom of Chridt.

In chapter 11, verse 2, Danidl speaks of the three successors after Cyrus—Cambyses,
Smerdis, Darius—and afourth, Xerxes (the Ahasuerus of Esther), who would surpass the
othersin wedlth and advance his kingdom against Greece. Herodotus spesks of this
famous campaign (Book 7), and numbers the whole body of Persia s soldiers and their
retinue at 5,000,000, afigure o great as to be suspect. Whatever the actual number, it
was adirring of the whole force of the empire againgt Greece. . . but invain. The
invasion proved abortive, and aturning point in history.

Verse 3 refersto Alexander the Great, the king of Greece who rose a century and a half
later and conquered Persa. Verse 4 explains that after his death (323 BC) the kingdom
would be divided in four parts, none of which would be given "to his pogterity,” and none



would rule "according to his dominion.” The divison was not immediate, but in afew
years four segments emerged: Cassander in Macedonia, Lysmachusin Thrace, Sdeucus

in Syria, and Ptolemy in Egypt.

The narrative which follows traces two parts of this empire, those north and south of
Judea, namely Syriaand Egypt. (Macedoniawas later defeated by the others, then
Cassander by Sdleucus, leaving the Syrian and Egyptian fragments the most powerful.)
The following ligt ofkings, and the length of ther reigns, will beuseful as we proceed
through the narrative. These Six generations of rulers are dl that are referred to in the
prophetic narrative. (The last four entries under Syriaare two pairs of brothers.)

Egypt (South), 323 BC Syria (North), 312 BC

38 Ptolemy Soter 32 Seleucus Nicator

38 Ptolemy Philadelphus 19 Antiochus Soter

25 Ptolemy Eugertes 15 Antiochus Theus

17 Ptolemy Philopator 20 Seleucus Callinicus

24 Ptolemy Epiphanes 3 Seleucus Ceraunus
36 Antiochus Magnus

35 Ptolemy Philometor 11 Seleucus Philopator

12 Antiochus Epiphanes

Verse 5—the King of the South is Ptolemy Soter, for atime the sirongest of Alexander’s
successors. By his assstance one of his generals, Seleucus Nicator, received control of
Syria. Ultimately his domains extended from Asia Minor to the border of India, and he
became the strongest of Alexander’s successors—"one of [Ptolemy’s] princes. . . shal be
grong above him . . . hisdominion shal be agreat dominion.”

Verse 6—"In the end of years," after many disputes, a marriage dliance would be
effected between them. "The king' s daughter of the south [Berenice, daughter of
Philadelphug] shdl come to the king of the north [Antiochus Theus] to make an
agreement.” Antiochus put away his previous wife, Laodice, S0 he might marry Berenice,
but he later had a change of heart (after the passing of Philadelphus?) and recdled
Laodice. She made sure she would not be put away again. She poisoned Antiochus, and
had Berenice, Berenice s new son by Antiochus, and dl Berenice' s Egyptian atendants
killed.

Verse 7—"0ut of abranch of [Berenice' g roots shall onestand up . . . and shdl enter
into the fortress of the king of the north and shdl ded againgt them, and shdl prevall.”
Berenice' s brother, Ptolemy Eugertes, recently come to the throne, was outraged. He
invaded Syria, occupied the capitd Seleucia (which he maintained with garrisons for
some years), had Laodice dain, and would have occupied the entire kingdom of the
north, had not unrest called him back to Egypt. As he went he took "into Egypt their gods
with their metd images and their precious vessdls of slver and gold” and refrained "from



attacking the king of thenorth for some years' (verse 8, NASB). Eugertes took 40,000
talents of slver, and retrieved 2,500 images which Cambyses, Persan monarch, had
taken from Egypt centuries earlier.

Verse9istrandated quite differently in the NASB than the King James. "Then the latter
[king of the north] will enter the realm of the king of the south, but will return to his own
land." Seleucus Callinicus, son of the deceased Laodice, sought revenge for the
vengeance taken by Eugertes. "Jugtin says that he fitted out a greet fleet, which was
destroyed by aviolent storm; and after this he raised a grest army to recover his
dominion, but was defeated by Ptolemy, and fled in grest terror and trembling to
Antioch” (Gill’s Commentary).

Verse 10—"But his sons shdl be stirred up, and shal assemble a multitude of great
forces. and one shdl certainly come, and overflow, and pass through." Calinicus sons
Sdleucus Ceraunus and Antiochus Magnus continued the quest for retribution after their
father’ s passing, but Ceraunus was poisoned by two of his generals and Magnus became
king. Thus"sons' were gtirred up, but only "one," Antiochus Magnus, followed through.
Magnus was "gtirred up, even to hisfortress" retaking Seeucia and other lost portions of
his northern kingdom.

Verse 11—Ptolemy Philopator met this chalenge with an attack northward, and though
"the king of the north . . . shdl sat forth agreat multitude . . . the multitude shdl be given
into [Philopator’s| hand.” Philopator returned through Judea where he assayed to see the
Holy of Holies a Jerusalem. He was barely restrained by the Jews, but so offended that
when he returned to Egypt he caused the desth of 40,000 Jews at Alexandria. Asverse 12
says, "his heart shdl be lifted up; and he shal cast down many ten thousands: but he shall
not be strengthened™—this proud evil served only to weaken his kingdom.

Verses 13, 14—"After certain years'—about 14 years—Magnus assembled yet a greater
force to attack Egypt, encouraged by the demise of Philopator and the ascent of theyoung
child Ptolemy Epiphanesin Egypt. Magnus was joined by others "in those times there
shdl many stand up againg the king of the south.” Philip, king of Macedonia, conspired
with Magnus to divide Egypt’ s kingdom between them. The Roman Senate entrusted the
education of young Epiphanes to Emilius Lepidus, who gppointed Aristomenes his
guardian. Aristomenes dispatched Scopas, afamous generd then in serviceto the
Egyptians, northward. After initid successes he was defeated by forces from Magnus and
fled to Sidon where he submitted to a disgraceful surrender

Thisisthefirg intruson of the Roman power into the chain of events, and it was
unsuccesstul: "the breskers [literd rendering] of thy people shdl exdt themselvesto
establish thevigon; but they shdll fal" (verse 14). The crushers of Danid’ s people would
be Rome, and Rome would play the dominant role in thisvison, but not yet. In thisfirst
appearance, Rome' s endeavors would prove abortive.



Verses 15, 16—Thus Magnus took "awell-fortified city" (NASB), opening hisway for a
southern conquest. As he marched through the "glorious land—the land of Israel
(Zechariah 7:14)—it dso would fdl to his contral.

Verse 17—"He shal dso st his face to enter with the strength of his whole kingdom,

and upright ones [Jewish soldiers, the Hebrew word #3477 is Smilar to Jeshurun #3484
(seelsaiah 44:2)] with him." But as he approached Egypt, he came upon a plan calculated
to clam the kingdom by subtlety rather than force. He married his daughter to Ptolemy
Epiphanes, hoping to work through her to effect his influence. However the plan failed
because "she shdl not stand on his Side, neither be for him" —her dlegiance shifted away
from her father, in favor of her new husband.

Verse 18—"After this shdl he turn hisface unto theides, and shdl take many.” Magnus
"brought into subjection nearly al the maritime ports on the coast of Asia, Thrace and
Greece' (R. E. Streeter, Daniel the Beloved of Jehovah, 1998 edition, page 190). His
name Magnus, "Great," properly denoted the strength of hisrule, and conflict with Rome
was inevitable. After being repulsed at sea by Livius and Aemilius, Magnus was defested
near Magnesiain AsaMinor by the Roman generd Scipio. Thus "a commander will put
astop to hisscorn” (NASB).

Verse 19—Magnus never recovered from the blow, and the tribute he was obliged to
render Rome under the terms of "peace”’ was onerous. He was obliged to plunder
territories in his own empire. "So he will turn his face toward the fortresses of hisown
land, but he will sumble and fal and be found no more." As he was plundering the
Temple of Jupiter in Elymias, eestward in hisredm, he and his attendants were killed by
the locds.

Verse 20—His son Seleucus Philopator came to the throne, who exacted taxes to raise the
tribute owed Rome. In afamous episodein the history of Isragl, he sent his tax collector
Heliodorus into Judea, "the glory of the kingdom,” to seize the money he heard was
deposited in the temple at Jerusadem, but he was beaten by an angd as he began the
plunder (2Maccabees 3). Within afew years Philopator would be "shattered, though
neither in anger nor in battle.” This describes something other than anaturd degth, yet

not on the battlefield, nor by an act of passion. Infact Philopator was killed by

Heliodorus in a palace coup.

Verse 21—Heliodorus, however, did not receive the kingdom, which thereafter was taken
neither by the congpirators nor by Philopator’s heirs, but obtained "peaceably . . . by
flatteries’ by his brother Antiochus Epiphanes, a"vile person” who received the power,
but never the honor, of the kingdom.

An Application so Precise
The foregoing application is o precise, o fitting to the circumstances, that it is

acknowledged even by critics. It may seem complex as one wades through the detail, but
actudly it is reasonably straight-forward. Ptolemy Soter is clearly intended in verse 5,



and his successor Philadelphus clearly intended in verse 6, whose daughter Berenice was
married to Antiochus Theus.

Berenice' s brother Ptolemy Eugertesis specified in verse 7, and his adversary Sdleucus
Cdlinicusin verse 8. Thereafter Cdlinicus sons gppear in verse 10, and the exploits of
the younger son, Magnus, are detailed in verses 11-19. His successor Seleucus Philopator
is given but one verse, and his successor Antiochus Epiphanesis introduced in verse 21.
Each of the 9x generations of rulers, from the death of Alexander through to Antiochus
Epiphanes, is carefully documented.

A Transition . . . and a Challenge

Since Danidl 12:1,2 take usto the return of Christ and the resurrection of the dead, more
than 2,000 years after Antiochus Epiphanes, the prophecy cannot continue with a
generation by generation narrative. There must be a change of tempo, or alarge bresk,
somewhere. So it was with the connection between Persia and Greece. The Scriptures
identified five sequentid monarchs—Cyrus, Cambyses, Smerdis, Darius, Xerxes—and
then jumped in one legp to the Grecian empire a the time of Alexander.

The quedtion facing students of Danid 11 iswhere to make the break to Rome, the
successor of Greece, and where to identify Pgpacy, the Man of Sin, shown in Daniel 7 as
the successor of Imperial Rome.

The 1,260 years of Papd rule evidently began at the same time as the 1,290 years, and the
latter began "from the time that the daily sacrifice shdl be taken away, and the

abomination that maketh desolate set up* (Danid 12:7,11). Thislanguage is drawn

directly from Danid 11:31, "they . . . shdl take away the dally sacrifice, and they shdll
place the abomination that maketh desolate.” Therefore those who recognize Papacy as
the Man of Sin recognize Danid 11:31 asreferring to Papacy.

How, then, do we get from Danid 11:21 (Antiochus Epiphanes) to Danid 11:31
(Papacy)? This isthe task which confronted the Adventists in the 1800s. Uriah Smith,
about 20 years senior to Bro. Russdll, in The Prophecies of Danid and the Revelaion
used amethod smilar to that used by Bro. Russdl in Thy Kingdom Come.

The exact gpplications vary, but the method isto skip from highlight to highlight in the
Roman empire, for example, touching Julius Caesar (verse 17), Augustus (verse 20),
Tiberius (verse 21), Aurdian (verse 25) and Papacy (verse 26). Another option, embraced
by 1saac Newton, Thomas Newton, and abroad array of thoughtful Protestant expositors,
isfound in the book Danidl, the Beloved of Jehovah by Bro. R. E. Streeter. It recognizes
the career of Antiochus Epiphanesin verses 21-30, and indeed these verses do outline the
campaign of this monarch just as closdly as we saw verses 10-19 detail Antiochus
Magnus. (On verse 22b, compare 2 Maccabees 4:1-38. This murder of righteous Onias,
the high priest, may betypicd of the death of Messah.)



In this approach verse 31 becomes the turning point. The text spesks of polluting the
temple, removing the daily sacrifice, and placing an abomination, something which on
different levels was accomplished by Antiochus and later Romein the literd temples, and
Papacy in the spiritud temple. This gpproach has two benefits:

1. It is congstent with our Lord's gpplication of Danid 11:31 in Matthew

24:15, 16, applying it literdly to the Roman desecrations in Judea, and
figuratively to the Papd desecrations in Christendom.

2. It preserves the continuity of Danid 11. For example, there is nothing to
indicate in verses 16, 17 or 25 a change of monarch such as the other view
requires. (Such changes are clearly marked in verses 7, 10, 20, 21 for
example))

The Remainder of the Chapter

The Adventists had a great advantage over earlier expositorsin that they lived after the
end of the 1,260 years, i.e., after 1799, and could look back upon Napoleon'srolein
ending Papa power. So much did they recognize his influence, they atributed him more
exposure in the prophecy than seems due. Thus they supposed him introduced in verse
36, whereas anaturd reading of the passage would imply verse 36 refers to the same
power asverse 31.

In support of this observation is Paul’ s reference to verse 36 in 2 Thessdonians 2:4.
There, referring to the Man of Sin (Papacy), Paul says "who opposeth and exdteth
himsdf above dl that is caled God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God stteth in the
temple of God, shewing himsdf that heis God." A dose comparison of this with Danid
11 indicates that verse 36 was the source of Paul’s comments.

Evidently, therefore, Danid 11:31-39 dl refer to the Papacy. Verse 40 explains its demise
as atwo-step process, that first a southern power would "push” a him (the Ottoman
Empire), then anorthern power would "come againgt him like awhirlwind . . . he shdll
enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over” (Napoleon, whose career
continues through verse 45).

A Firm Foundation

There are some chdlenging detailsin Daniel’ s prophecies. But the main outlines of
history arelaid down so precisaly there can be no doubt about its meaning. Babylon was
followed by Medo-Persia, to be defeated by the Greek Empire, which would split into
four parts and later be consumed by the most powerful kingdom known to antiquity,
Rome. The fragments of that kingdom (the ten horns) would be dominated by a powerful
indtitution which would "wear out the saints of the most high" for centuries during the
dark ages. Findly judgment would fdl, and subsequently "the kingdom under the whole
heaven, shdl begivento the. . . saints of the most High" (Danid 7:27). Not only in the



details of history, but in the circumstances attending the breaking of the new day, our
faith is deeply confirmed in the prophetic word.



Rationality vs. Myth

Genesis and Geophysics

Come and see what God has done, how awesome his works in man’s behalf'—Psalm
66.:5, NIV

Richard Doctor

Science' sfirg halting steps toward understanding planetary processes owe a 3,700-year-
old debt to the inspired author of Genesis. When we contrast Genesis with creation
accounts from other cultures, it is apparent that the Bible sworld view differsin a
griking way. The biblical account isrationd. The nurturing of thisrationd thought

coupled to experimentd investigation—"the scientific method" —has been a dynamo for
progress, yet its biblica foundations are generdly ignored.

By way of contragt, in the Sumerian creation myths of Abraham’s homeand we are thrust
into the world of symbolismand psychologica archetypes. We meet counsdls, thrones,

four winds, then seven winds, four horses, judgment storms, sedl's, enchained demigods,
and mogt importantly, Tiamut, a demonic woman judged to destruction. It is Tiamut's
severed body that becomes heaven, earth, and ocean. There are weapons, but no trumpets.
Thisisagroping toward meaning in the cosmos as experienced through symbolism and
imagination, rather than through retiond reflection linked to empiricd learning.

Our current understanding of the creation of time and space opposes another ancient,
non-hiblica belief which holds that time and space dways existed as unorganized
"chaos' findly brought into order by God: "All Nature was dl Chaos, the rounded body
of dl thingsin one'® This non-hiblical thought of “chaos' sill dominates much of our
common thinking about creetion and creates condderable mischief. In contrast the Bible
presents aview of a Creator who stands outside of nature, who cregtes nature itsalf.

To ad our understanding the crestive process is divided into Six great periods caled
"days" Thisisan unusua departure for generaly the Bible is not authored to serve asa
text on science. Its grand theme is directed toward answering the questions of the soul
such as"Why are we here?' The question of "why" isadidinctly different question from
a second query fundamentaly in the province of science: "How did we get here?' Albert
Eingtein, whose genius opened up the rdatividtic universe, offered this thought- provoking
reflection on the "how" of God's hand in cregtion: "The Lord is subtle, but heis not
maicious."

We should seek the hand of a Creator we can trust to harmonize the testimony of the stars
in the heavens and the rocks benegth our feet. At the sametimeit is distressng to hear it
said that God created the heavenly bodies our telescopes view with the appearance of
being ancient as atest of our faith in the Bible, while supposedly the cregtion we view is
not ancient at al. Surely presenting one gppearance of redlity while doing something else



isnot what any of uswould do to our children when they seek to learn something. Such
reasoning isincongstent with the clear principles laid down by Jesus (Méatthew 7:8-12).

We gand in an age where details of solar fusion reactions and neutrino production are
being experimentdly compared againgt theory. How different is our day from the world-
view o fthe nineteenth century when the sun was thought to be young because the amount
of coa required to give off the observed energy would soon burn it out! Does this
increase of knowledge change our view of the world? It absolutely should. Y et how easy
is the path that maintains awilling ignorance of challenges to dogma while wrapping

itsdf in the respectable mantle of rdigious conviction! While al should be respectful of
the sincerity and faith of those who embrace Genesisin its Smplicity and dismissas
irrelevant any need for corroboration, we aso should be respectful of thosein the
scientific community whose lives, wrapped-up in the inexhaudtible intellectud chalenge
of discovering scientific truth, experience religion only through its hodtility. Properly
understood, Christianity holds to a narrow course that understands and reconciles
estrangemen.

Remembering the Sabbath

Direct Scriptura support for the Sabbath system is sometimes presented as proof that the
creative days were litera 24-hour periods (Genesis 2:1-3; Exodus 20:11). When the
observance of the Sabbath is introduced, Isragl istold that the blessings of rest and
refreshment on the Sabbath day had precedentsin God' s design. However, the true
Sabbath of God is perpetua (Hebrews 4:3-11). For God a"day" congtitutes a period of
time in which awork is accomplished. It is not limited to a 24-hour day. For thisreason
the Scriptures € sewhere specificaly refer to a40-year "day of temptation” (Psalm 95:8-
10) using the same Hebrew word yom trandated "day" in Geness. Peter, writing much
later in Greek, refersto a 1,000-year "day" (2 Peter 3:8).

Egtablishing and managing the cycles by which life, air, land, and oceansinteract to
sugtain each other may wdl be one of the most complicated and chdlenging acts of
creation. Each "day" of this process had its own specid adversities. The seemingly
inggnificant and often unclear sart—at least from the testimony of the geologica
record—is followed by atriumphant finish. Most appropriately, these are designated
"evening" and "morning.” This crestive week with its Sabbath system servesasan
appropriate memoria and celebration of God's grest work, though we recognize that
grest epochs of time much longer than 24-hours constitute these "days."?

Before the First Day

"In the beginning was the Word" (John 1:1). The period before the "beginning” of
Geness 1:1 isunmeasurable. Although it is difficult for us to comprehend, time as we
know it did not exist. However, God was active. He carried out his only direct creation
bringing into exigence his only-begotten son, the "Word," esewhere cadled "Wisdom"
(John 1:1; Proverbs 8:12-31).



"In the beginning [of our physicd universe], God created the heaven and the earth.”
(Genesis 1:1; Job 38:7) In collaboration with this "master-builder" God' s plans for
cregtion were framed. The creative work began with the basics: time, space, energy, and
matter. The "stlandard mode” is how physicists speak of the great event that created time
and space. Less correctly, the name "Big Bang" Hill perasts. The "standard modd” sarts
with an elegant set of equations on ablank sheet of paper and correctly predicts:

1. that gdlaxies are moving gpart from each other;

2. the observed ratios of the dements hydrogen, helium, and lithium that
comprise 97% of the visble matter in the universe;

3. the observed ratio of matter to radiation; and
4. the current frigid average temperature of the universe.

So carefully tuned are the congtants of physics that even smdl deviationsin their vaues
would fill the cosmos with space, time, energy, and maiter, but certainly prohibit life as
we know it.3 At the sametime it is unwise to conclude that life might not appear in some
other strange and wonderful form; it smply would not be composed of atoms or
moleculed

Observations of the universe’'s most distant reaches by the Hubble space telescope
suggest an age of the universe of over 13 hillion years. Independently, our radio
telescopes can serve as sengtive thermometers to measure temperatures from the frigid
and faint echoes of creetion. These measurements are consistent with the universe having
an age near 14.6 billion years. From yet athird line of independent observations, efforts
to explain the order in the subatomic world and the observed ratio of matter to light in the
universe lead yet other scientists also to conclude thet the age of the universeis 14.6
billion years. In harmony with these observations, we would do well to conclude that this
is because the universeisin fact 14.6 billion years old.

In time the matter codesced into short-lived sars distinctly unlike our long-burning sun.
These stars had an important role to play as the factories that formed the remaining 92
elements heavier than lithium. Around five billion years ago the gases and ashes cregted
in the super-novae deaths of these early stars hurled across space where under the
influence of gravity they again clumped together forming our own sun and earth. The
proto-earth, composed largely of asteroid-type materia rich in water, cooled.

It was at this juncture that a gatigticdly rare and criticaly important event to make earth
habitable took place. A planetoid approximately the Sze of Mars crashed into the earth;
our moon was formed from the materid that splashed off. Subsequently the violence of
the early solar system quieted and asteroid impacts became rare rather than everyday
occurrences. Moon rocks, undisturbed until scooped up by the Apollo astronauts, testify
of this cataclysm.



"A giant impact such as that which formed the moon would have completdly blown off

any [early] atmosphere and ocean.” A new ocean was needed. About the cooling of the
earth for a second time, distinguished geophysicist Professor James C.G. Walker of Yde
Universty writes: "We conclude that nearly dl the atmosphere (and the ocean) has been
released from the solid earth.”® Thisis consstent with the words of Job: "Who shut up

the sea with doors, when it brake forth asif it had issued out of the womb?' (Job 38:8-11)
Without inspiration, how did this marvelous detall of geophysics get transmitted to us?
With the presence of a seg, the earth "without form and void" was now ready for active
cregtion.

The First Day
" And the earth was without form and void—Genesis 1:1.

Let us now consder the first creative day. Because Scripture makes no direct demand
regarding the length of these time periods, the consensus chronology developed by the
geophysics community may well be correct. "L et us not contend for more than scripture
demands” is the wise pastoral counsdl of Brother Russell regarding the crestive process.®

"And the spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters' (Genesis 1:2). All the
geophysica evidence concurs with Genesis thet life began in the oceans and was not
dependent on light through the pioneering efforts of Archagbacteria and other
"chemoautotrophs' that feed directly off chemicals.” The evidence liesin rocks older than
the continents themsdl ves discolored by chemica compounds that are produced only in
the presence of life. The most dramatic examples from this erainclude the economicaly
important iron ore deposits of the world including the Mesabi range of Minnesota formed
by the action of these bacteria. Without inspiration, how did this marvelous detail,
namely, that life could exigt without light, get transmitted to us?

"And God sad, Let there be light" (Genesis 1:3). The sun had long existed, but until now
the "swaddling bands' (Job 38:9) of thick clouds shrouded the ocean surface. These
"swaddling bands' are predicted in studies of the earth’s early aimosphere. Asthe
Archesabacteria continued their monumental work of clearing and forming the
atmosphere, soon follows evidence for plants, smple sea-dwelling dgee.

The earth occupies a uniquely favored podtion around the sun. If its orbit were aslittle
asA% closer to the sun, the oceans never would have condensed and its climate would
have moved toward the inhospitable hothouse of Venus. Were the earth aslittle as 1%
further from the sun, earth would become an eterndly frozen ice-house like Mars and the
outer planets. During the firgt day the till young sun with70% of its current luminogty
was rapidly increasing its output while the earth’ s atmosphere—dtill swaddled with
clouds and heavy with greenhouse gases—was dowly being changed by the metabolism
of bacteria and algae to become more trangparent. One of the greatest crises for lifeon
earth was its narrow escape from arunaway greenhouse that would have boiled off the
oceans. By design, life gppeared just when it was needed to prevent this catastrophe. A



popular report on the sudies of Dr. Michadl Hart of NASA identifying this issue dubbed
it "alucky fluke'®

The Second Day
"And God said, Let there be a sky."—Genesis 1.6-8

Now there was acriss for the Archaebacteria The atmosphere steedily accumulated
oxygen, a highly reactive waste product of photosynthesis deadly to these pioneers. They
found themsdves choking on the wastes from the ever-pralific gee. Eventudly free
oxygen made life near the ocean surface impossible for these bacteria. Their essentid
work in the divine program now finished, they retired from a place of prominence to deep
ocean volcanic vents in communities that till condtitute nearly hdf the living matter on
earth.

"L et the ky be ameans of dividing between waters and waters.” Atmospheric changes
now cleared the heavy clouds and fog which had enshrouded the earth. With amazing
accuracy, the Bible account cdlls attention to this marked change that was not clearly
accounted for by scientists until eucidated by intensive studies of earth’s ancient
atmosphere during the 1970s. Once again, anticipating science by over three thousand
years, the Bible and current scientific sudy harmonize,

The Third Day

"And God sad, Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and
let the dry ground appear."—Genesis 1.9

Continent building by plate tectonics, the dow movement of large rock masses, can be
traced in the geological record asfar back as the first creative day.® However, early
tectonics does not exhibit the current well-established cycles of continent subduction and
renewa. Here, Scripture marks the first gppearance of dl the land locked in a
"supercontinent” whose plates continue to the present day as our familiar continents, with
familar tectonics. With the combination of land and plant life came the first gppearance
of our current soil cycles. These cycles, so criticd to life, hold and then rel ease essentia
elements, yet prior to this period soils are characterized by "their rarity and by the
difficulty of identifying paleosols [ancient soils] with certainty."*® Sediments weathered
from the continents now formed fossils to preserve an amazing record of the explosion of
new life forms caled the "Cambrian period.” In the nineteenth century the Cambrian was
improperly thought to be the beginning of life. Today extensve and well-preserved
fossil-bearing ocean muds such as the pre-Cambrian Burgess shaes of Canada show this
to be incorrect.

"L et the earth bring forth tender shoots." The Bible account spesks of the firgt plant
colonization on the land specificdly cdled "tender grass' or "shoots' because of their
gppearance. Paeobotanists call these early land plants "cooksonia' and they do indeed
look like "tender grass." Despite their gppearance they are not our present day grasses.



(Modern grasses prosper as a consequence of a photosynthesis cycle especidly adapted to
our current low levels of carbon dioxide.) Soon followed the greet forests that have left
the world its most extensive coa beds.

These plants did not bear the familiar fruits we find at the grocery stores today. Scripture
describes the rich and unfamiliar plant life of the cod forests as "herbs’ and plants
"whose seeds are in themsalves," a description appropriate to now-extinct seed-ferns that
once dominated the land. Once again, anticipating science, the biblica account accurately
points to the beginning of our current continental activity and the appearance of free-
ganding plants.

The Fourth Day
"And God sad, let there belights. . . to divide the day from the night.—Genesis 1:14

The "heavens and the earth” of Genesis 1:1 including the sun and moon were in existence
and influencing life on earth long before they became visible to surface observers.
Possibly there was till some partid obscuring of their light by resdua clouds much
thinner than the "swaddling band" clouds that cleared at the start of the second day. If this
istrue, concurrence from geophysica modeling may require at least another decade of
cloud physics studies because this is one of the most challenging areas to correctly
predict. Y et why the focus on the sun and moon?

Our sun appears to be an average star. However, to be capable of having a planet suited
to life aswe know it, scientists currently believe that the sun could be no more than 17%
smaller or 109% larger. In addition, our sun occupies afavored position near the edge of
the Milky Way gaaxy in an orbit that isolates it from the high intendity rediation and
cataclysmic deeths of nearby stars when they turn into supernovas. Not long ago
agtrophysicist Carl Sagan estimated that there were many thousands of planetsin our
gaaxy cgpable of sugtaining life. More sober estimates have dragticaly reduced that
number. Today Professor Ben Zuckerman a UCLA suggests that the earth isuniquein
our entire galaxy. ™

Most remarkable is the unusudly large moon the earth holds in orbit. All the other
planetsin the solar system have systems of moons which are trivid in weight compared
to their mother planet. Not so for the earth, and this leads to a Significant consequence.
The energy of our earth-moon system has very strongly influenced the magnetic fidd of
the earth making it one hundred times larger than it should be. This magnetism wrapsthe
earth in an invisble shidd that deflects many of the life-threstening particles sreaming
from the sun.

The importance of the earth- un-moon interaction does not end here. Thisinteractionis
one of the mgor forces driving the rapid exchange of mantle materid and the gases
trapped in the interior of the earth—usudly to the benefit of life. The Permian period of
the fourth day is an exception. An degant study just published by Marianne Greff- Lefftz
a the Paris Indtitute of Globa Physics directly links "core oscillations induced by lunar-



solar tidal forces' directly to the end of this era. These forces created "a resonance
amplification factor of about 10,000 with respect to present values' and drove the
edmsiv?zvolcawism and geologicd ingtability that ended the entire Paeozoic, or "old
life' era

In ashort period of time this day witnessed the most extensive extinction event ever
suffered by the biosphere. A succinct summary is provided by Rachel Woods at the
Univergty of Cambridge who is an authority on ancient reef life: "The causes of theend
Permian extinction remain eusive, but they certainly were complex and related to arapid
drop of sealevd ..... followed by extensive volcanic eruptions ..... and findly by arisein
sea-level which may have caused anoxic [oxygen poor] waters to flood newly available
shallow marine habitats ..... this profound extinction event resulted in the global loss of
between 80% and 95% of all species’ [emphasis added].™® These extinctions occurring in
an era of unprecedented continental uplift formed the mightiest mountains ever seen on
earth.

Though thereis evidence of annud seasona growth rings from the time that the firgt tree-
like plants colonized the land on the third day, from this period forward trees that lose
their leavesin thefal and show strong seasona growth patterns become an important
part of the ecosystem.'* The earth now exhibited a"structure and dynamics..... not
subgstantidly different from those of the present day, even though al the species were
different."™ This new seasona growth cycle may now have shown aspecid advantage
during this era of seasond extremes that regularly found ferocious winds sweeping the
desart interior and pounding the huge continental landmeass of the south with severe
winter slorms and hurricanes.

The sun does indeed "rule the day" and continualy powers life on earth while the slent
partner in nurturing the life on earth is our highly unusual moon which "rules the night.”
Incredibly at this juncture the Bible specificaly cals out these two powerful forces that
were 0 critica to the course of life on earth.

The Fifth Day

"And God created great sea-mongters, and every living creature that creepeth . . . and
every winged fowl.—Genesis 1:21

Dinosaurs fascinate us as they did the inspired writer of Genesis. In dmost everyone's
imagination mentioning them spawns vivid images of these dread-inspiring beasts who
once ruled earth. Dinosaurs belong to the fifth creative epoch and the original Hebrew
employs awestruck language to describe them: "great mongers,” "swarming sea
creatures,”" and "winged creatures.” The word "whaes' in the Authorized Verson is
smply incorrect.*®

Other changes of consequence were taking place in the cycle of life. Flowers, from which
al our fruits come, and modern grasses adapted to new low-levels of carbon dioxide now
spread throughout the earth. From these grasses come al our grains. For thefirg time the



earth could grow afood resource capable of meeting the incredibly high energy demands
of mammals and birds. With these critically important works accomplished, the world of
the dinosaurs aoruptly ended from world-wide devastation caused by asteroid impacts.

Such catastrophism is so Sartling that it took the scientific community some time to
accept the ideawhen it was put forward by Nobd-prize-winning scientist Luis Alvarez.

The Sixth Day

"Let the earth bring forth the living soul after hiskind, cattle, and cregping thing, and
beast." —Geness1:24

The fertile work of thefirst five epochs of creetion successfully brought into existence
many interwoven life cycles. These cycles now maintained the atmosphere, temperature,
and movement of chemicas essentid to life. Microorganisms and insects, which
generaly escape our attention except as nuisances, are integra to these cycles and
continue to condtitute the bulk of earth’slife. And yet we cannot fed the sense of kinship
with these creatures that we do with mammals. It isto the sixth day that the familiar
mammal's now come to prominence on the earth.

"And God said, Let us make man in our image." The earth was now reedy for the cregtion
of alife with sufficient intelligence, sentience, and mora capacity to appreciate the
Creator. Here the claims of science and the authority of Scripture come into conflict, for
the concept of man’s evolution from the lower primates can not be reconciled with the
Bible. We rest on the smple statement of Scripture that man was created perfect and
gnless by God to exercise a benevolent dominion over the earth. Sadly this bliss was not
to endure. The rest of this sory is contained in the remaining chapters of the Bible.

God’s Footstool Made Glorious --Isaiah 66:1

What is to become of planet earth upon which our Creator God has devoted so much
loving effort? The Scriptures are not sllent on this question. They speek of ayet future
time of retoration, or redtitution of "dl things' (Acts 3:19-21), when "the wilderness and
the solitary place shdl be glad” (Isaiah 35:1), when the Lord will "make a covenant . . .
with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of the heaven, and with the cregping things
of the ground . . . and will make them to lie down safely” (Hosea 2:18). Mo4t thrilling is
Revdation 21 where the apostle John writes about a new heaven and a new earth—an
earth with man restored and under the happy dominion of the kingdom of Christ Jesus
and his church. John dwells on a description of this happy statein loving dlegorica

detail, but we know heis describing the litera planet earth because he tells us, "and there
shdl be no more curse’ (Revdation 22:3). We are further assured of this promise when
three verses later we read, "these sayings are faithful and true." Let us not judge our God
by his yet unfinished work.

God' stestimony of his creation has provided us with afathful record of dl his power on
behdf of his creatures. It isarecord of progressve creative work culminating in man.



Amazingly, this record matches line-for-line with our best understanding of geology. God
is the author of both the Bible and the book of nature. We should find ddlight and wonder
as we learn to read more from each of these books. We should greet the devel opments of
scientific understanding with enthusiasm, not with fear, hiding, or ignorance. As dways
the chdlenge to the church isto "hold fast to that which istrue' in achanging world.

May we dl grow as God would have us grow.

NOTES

| appreciate and acknowledge the thoughtful comments on this article by Dr. Thomas Moore, Argonne
National Laboratory, who isageologist currently specializing in paleoclimate studies.
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The Earth Yields Her Secrets

Buried Treasures

[God] hast set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even unto this day, and in Israel,
and among other men, and hast made thee a name, as at this day.—Jeremiah 32:20

Carl Hagensick

Archaeology, like forendics, is an interpretative science. Evidence is gathered, collected,
andyzed, and tentative conclusions are drawn. Because the conclusions are tentative,
archaeology cannot be used to prove the Bible, dthough it does furnish evidence to
corroborate the accuracy of biblical persons, places, and cultura backgrounds. Ephraim
Speiser of the University of Pennsylvania phrased it thus: "We can tell that the Assyrians
conquered Israel, but we have no way of knowing if it was God who sent them.”

Archaeological discoveries can be divided into three categories: 1) permanent fixtures,
such as towns, houses, public buildings and roadways, 2) artifacts, including pottery,
coins, and skeletons; and 3) written records, such as parchments, papyri, and inscriptions.
Biblicd archaeology, a specidized fied beginning with the discovery of the Rosetta

Stone during Napoleon’s Egyptian campaign in 1799, uses dl three of these kinds of
evidence.

Biblical Cities

The Holy Land has proved to be arich trove for the searchers of the past. Sifting through
the sllent dust of centuries, the spades of the archaeologists have turned up scores of
ancient cities. Sites for prospective ruins have been rdaively easy; the lumpier the
landscape, the larger the potentid city. Urban areas were usudly located on higher plots
of ground, so approaching enemies could be easly spotted. The height advantage enabled
the city defenders to shoot their arrows from the strategic high ground. A convenient
water supply was essentid. Plotting caravan routes was yet another means for finding the
best placesto dig. But the most productive tool in locating promising areas for excavation
has been the Bible itsdf. Geographic clues from the Scriptures have often pointed to
productive locations.

The period of the Old Testament times was one wrought with warfare as various tribes
fought for ethnic superiority, or to loot, or to bring other groups into a tributary
relationship where they could regp a percentage of the crops or of the flocks and herds.
Since ided town locations were rather few, the attackers would merely level the areaand
build anew city upon the one they had just destroyed. Sometimes as many as twenty or
more levels of habilitation have been located, one on top of the other. These large
mounds are known as "tdlls’ and are easly spotted by the trained archaeologica eyein
search of an areato investigate.



Once located, the archaeological team lays out a"grid," marking the areato be
researched. A different team is assigned to each area of the grid and the painstaking work
of excavating begins, peding off one layer of earth at atime, seeking for evidences of

past habitation. Each shard of pottery, each uncovered stele, idol, or other artifact, is
carefully preserved, its location noted within the grid, and also by the depth of the find.
Then it is dated and preserved.

The interpreted results give a generd background to the culture and life style of the
period. In addition to gving credence to the existence of specific cities named in the
biblica narrative, they often hint at some of the pecifics mentioned in the Bible's
account. Thisarticle will cover only afew of such cities.

Arad: When the |sradlites |eft Egypt for the Promised Land, they enlisted the aid of
Hobab, the Kenite, to guide them, and they promised him a portion of their inheritance
(Numbers 10:29-32). The fulfillment of this promiseis recorded in Judges 1:16 where the
Kenites were dlowed to dwell in Arad. Excavations there in the latter part of the
twentieth century have unearthed a Sizegble settlement at Td Arad, just west of the
current city bearing the same name. Among the findings was the remains of atemple
structure bearing a marked similarity to Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem. Such structures
were forbidden by God for he had placed his name in Jerusdem and desired his worship
to be centered there (1 Kings 9:3; 11:36; 2 Kings 21:4-7). When God promised Abraham
the land of Canaan, he ingtructed him to drive the Kenites from the land (Genesis 15:18-
21). Insteed, Israel gave them a portion of the inheritance and thus introduced a
competing religion. Perhgps thisis why Heber, the faithful Kenite whose wife Jadl dew
the enemy generd Sisera, "severed himsdlf from the Kenites' (Judges 4:11).

Caesarea: The mighty segport of Caesareawas one of the building projects of Herod the
Grest. Both Corndlius and Phillip the evangdligt lived there. The city was not only a
thriving maritime and commercid center, it aso served as the adminitrative

headquarters for the Roman occupation of Judea. Explorations of this location were
conducted by the Isradli Department of Antiquities and thelr findings included a Crusader
cadtle, the theater, the amphithesater, the hippodrome, and the pavement of a Jewish
synagogue—ypossibly the very one visited by Phillip, Peter, and Paul. Also discovered
was the base of a column bearing the inscription of Pilate, the Roman procurator of

Judea.

Capernaum: Situated on the north shore of the Sea of Gdilee, Capernaum (Kfar Naum,
or the city of Nahum) was the main commercia and socid center of life in Gdilee during
the days of Jesus. (The present larger city of Tiberias, on the southwest coast of the sea,
was only asmdl garrison for Roman soldiers at that time.) Extensive excavetions have
been centered on the large synagogue, a two-story, gable-roof structure measuring 60 by
80 feet. Built of white limestone, the interior columns and porticoed porch made

bal conies for women worshipers possible on the second floor. Although there is debate as
to whether the building dated to New Testament times or shortly thereafter, an Aramaic
inscription on one of the columns gives weight to the earlier dating. Thisinscription

reads. "HLPW, the son of Zebidah, the son of Johanan, made this column. May blessing



be his"" The archaeologist Dr. Nelson Glueck notes that "these names correspond roughly
to the New Testament Alphaeus, Zebedee, and John, mentioned . . . inthelist of Jesus
distiplesand their families’ (Mark 3:17,18). Among the el aborate ornamentation
unearthed were such typica Jewish symbols as the seventbranched candlestick, the six-
pointed Star of David, and the Ark of the Covenant. While there is some evidence that
another structure may be the house of Peter’s mother-in-law, often visited by Jesus, the
evidence for thisis more conjecturd.

Ezion-geber: Thisnaval port of King Solomon was located near the north end of the
Gulf of Akaba, an arm of the Red Sea. These ships were manned by experienced
Phoenician sailors of Hiram, king of Tyre (1 Kings 9:26, 27). The cargo shipped from
this port was largely metals—both precious metds, as gold from Ophir, and copper, a
popular metd for both ornamenta and utilitarian uses. Excavations by Nelson Glueck in
1938 found not only vast dag hegps of iron and copper ore, but blast furnaces so aligned
as to gain the maximum wind to fan the flames to the necessary hest for refining the
metal. Dr. Glueck wrote of the site: "The whole town of Ezion-geber, taking into
condderation place and time, was a phenomend indudtrid Site, without anything to
compare with it in the entire history of the ancient Orient. Ezion-geber was the Fittsburgh
of Old Palestine, and at the same time its most important segport.”

Gezer: A city on the Shephelah plateau overlooking the Mediterranean plains, Gezer was
originaly designated to be a Levitica city (Joshua 21:21), but the Canaanites who dwelt
there proved to be too entrenched to be disodged (Judges 1:29). Y ears later the city was
burned to the ground by the Egyptians and then rebuilt and given by the Pharoah to his
daughter, awife of Solomon, who, in turn, fortified it as one of his garrison cities (1

Kings 9:15-17). Two series of excavations were carried out a Gezer. The first was by
R.A.S. Macdigter in 1902-5 and then by A. Rowe in 1934. They found that the earliest
inhabitants of the city were non-Semitics whose cave dwellings showed their way of life
as afarming people. From about 2500 BC (a date estimated by pottery shards) a
Canaanite tribe lived there until about 1000 BC. One of their "high places’ to Bad and
Adarte reveded arow of chisded stone pillars nearly eeven feet high and some polished
stones worn smooth by the kisses of devotees. Plaques with rude exaggerations of sexud
organs evidenced the sensud nature of their worship. At ahigher leve of thetdll, a
Hebrew dtar was uncovered with the name "Jehovah" in itsinscriptions. A rare indght to
the agriculturd cycle of Old Testament life was found on a schoolboy’ s plaguein

classca Hebrew, outlining the calendar of agriculturd operations. It read:

His two months are olive harvest;
His two months are grain planting;
His two months are late planting;
His month is hoeing up flax;

His month is barley harves;

His month is harvest in fedtivity;
His two months are wine-tending;
His month is summer fruit.



Jericho: Jericho is perhgps the most excavated city in the holy land. Four mgjor
expeditions have probed its remains: those of Charles Warren (1868), Ernst Sdllin (1907-
11), John Garstang (1929-36), and Kathleen Kenyon (1952-58). The last two hold the
mogt interest to Bible Students. It was Garstang' s expedition that located the falen walls
with pottery shards dating it to the time of Joshua. He dso found, & the same leve,
charred remains that till give their testimony to the accuracy of Joshua 6:24, "And they
burnt the city with fire, and al that was therein: only the slver, and the gold, and the
vessdls of brass and of iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the LORD."
Scarabs at the same level contained the names of such Egyptian rulers as Thutmose 111,
Amenhotep I1, and Queen Hat-shep-aut, further confirming a dete in the fifteen century
BC. Miss Kenyon's excavations were for the purpose of proving Garstang wrong, but she
was findly driven to admit: "All the canons of historicd criticism demand that we accept
the main facts of the story as authentic. . . . As concerns the date of the destruction of
Jericho by the Isradlites, dl that can be said isthat the latest Bronze Age occupation
should, in my view, be dated to the third quarter of the fourteenth century BC. Ultimately
archaeology will be the decigive criterion, but only when the archaeological time-scale
has been firmly fixed, which is not yet the case.”

Sodom: The Audrdian archaeologist, Dr. Alexander Beadey, in his Amazing
Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, demondtrated the unique geological srata of ail,
bitumen, sdt, and sulfur, which make the biblica account of the destruction of these
cities credible (Genesis 19:15-28). The further tracing of two pardld fault linesin the
earth’s crugt, extending from the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Akaba, show how an
earthquake could have dropped the land between the faults severd feet, forcing the oil
through the fissures at such a gpeed as to ignite the sulfur and bitumen and creste arain of
descending sdlt. In 1924, ajoint expedition of the Fittsburgh Xenia Theologica Seminary
and the American School of Oriental Research, led by Drs. William Foxwel Albright and
Kyle, sought to find the remains of these cities at the south end of the Dead Sea.
Although they were unsuccessful, they did unearth the remains of the nearby town of
Zoar, to which Lot fled with his daughters (Genesis 19:22,23,30). Repecting the earlier
account of the battle of Abraham with the confederacy of kings that had sacked Sodom
and taken Lot captive (Genes's 14:1-17), archaeology has uncovered documentation
bearing the names of some of these kings. The German archaeologist Jeremias writes,
"the confederacy has gppeared in Babylonia and aso the Babylonian suzerainty over
Pdegtine in the age cdled for by thenarrative, and, indeed, the whole historical setting
into which the narrative fits has a perfect nauraness' (Das dte Testament im Lichte
desdten Orients, Hommel, Hebrew Tradition, chapter v). Moreover, Amraphe king of
Sumer, conquered the west, and fourteen years later returned and was dain by Abraham
and his dlies. Archaeology records that Ur-Nammu, King of Sumer, clams victory over
the west in his fourth year, whilein his eighteenth year he died in battle, "abandoned on
the battlefield like a crushed vessdl." (That end came in BC 2036 according to the Low
Chronology of Sumer.)



Landmarks

The shovel of the archaeologist has sought out not only entire cities, but specific
landmarks mentioned in the Bible have adso been foca points of its quest. Being smaller
than towns, landmarks have often been more elusve. However such probes have brought
forth more evidence confirming the biblical narrétives.

Golgotha: When the Roman genera Titus destroyed Jerusdem in 70 AD, he did
itsothoroughly that al attempts to locate the specific spot of Calvary, or Golgotha, have
remained debatable. Modern scholars give maximum credence to two sites: one located a
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the other to the north of the city at what is denoted
Gordon's Calvary with its Garden Tomb. Though most archaeol ogists today favor the
fird of these gites, it isthe latter that most captures the atmosphere of the crucifixion. The
authenticity of the date of the Garden Tomb lends support to its claims, as does its
proximity to alogicd dte for the crucifixion, on awel-traveled road, making it easily
visble to passers-by and thus alikdy place for Roman crucifixions which were meant as
much as an object lesson to future criminas as they were a punishment. The fact thet the
Garden Tomb lies a the gpex of Mount Moriah, where Abraham offered his son and
Solomon built his Temple on alower plateau, lends to the gpped of thisste. The
somewhat face-like gppearance of the adjacent "Golgotha" hill isless powerful evidence,
ance mogt likely the site was named "the place of the skull," not so much for its outward
appearance, as for the fact that many skulls were found at that location, hardly unusua

for aplace of crucifixion. Furthermore, the unique features of today’ s "Golgotha s Hill"

are cigterns, whose face had probably not eroded away in biblica times. However, as one
guide at the Garden Tomb has well phrased it, "it matters little whether the correct ste be
here or across the road [in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre]; what matters most is that
both tombs are empty."

Hezekiah’s Tunnel: In preparation for an expected attack againgt Jerusdem by
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, Hezekiah ordered the congtruction of atunnd connecting
the Gihon springs, the city’s main source of water in the Kidron valey, with the pool of
Sloam in the Tyropean valey. Thisisthe conduit referred to in 2 Chronicles 32:30,
"This same Hezekiah aso stopped the upper watercourse of Gihon, and brought it
graight down to the west side of the city of David. And Hezekiah prospered in dl his
works." An expedition of the Paestine Exploration Fund in 1896-97 found the steps
leading to the pool, and later archaeol ogists uncovered the tunnd itself. It has been
cleaned of debris and thousands of tourists trek through it today. However, it was earlier,
in 1880, that a boy wading in the till debris-filled poal first saw the famous Siloam
inscription which reads. "The boring through is completed. Now thisis the story of the
boring through. While the workmen were still lifting pick to pick each toward his
neighbor and while three cubits remained to be cut through, each heard the voice of the
other who called his neighbor, since there was a crevice in the rock on theright sde. And
on the day of the boring through the stone cutters struck, each to meet hisfellow pick to
pick; and there flowed the waters to the pool for 1200 cubits and 100 cubits was the
height of the rock above the heads of the stone cutters” The building of this tunnel may
have wdll been the occasion for the writing of Psalm 46.



Masada: Few stesin Isragl are more famous than that of Masada, the last Jewish fortress
to fal in the war againgt Romein 73 AD. The most important findings were the pottery
shards |eft by the defenders as they cast ots as to who would be the dayers of their
brothers, sothat the Romans could not boast of ever having captured them dive. This
famous fortress of Herod the Great has not only been reconstructed, it has become the
motto of modern Isragli defenses: "Masada shdl not fal again.”

Artifacts

Not only are the mgor cities and biblica landmarks important, every smal object thet is
unearthed furnishes ancther piece of the jigsaw puzzle which reved's the background of
the manners and customs of the times during which the Bible' s accounts were lived.

Pottery design is so precise that a skilled archaeologist can date the level onwhichiit is
found to within perhaps 50 years of its origin. Astime progressed there was a steady and
marked change in both the quaity of materid, the manner of workmanship, and
epecidly in the design that is peculiar to each hdf century or so. Coins, likewise, furnish
chronological clues and are dso indicators as to which country was in control of acertain
city at acertain time. An extensive collection of coins deting to biblica timesis currently
maintained at Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan, which chronidesthis
ggnificance. Idols and steles (smdl pillars erected as monuments) have dso served to
verify the biblical record of the specific idolatries which drew ancient Isradl away from
the worship of Jehovah. Findly, skeletons have given fresh indghts into the average age
to which people lived and, where large numbers of males of middle age are discovered
buried together at the same leve, have been living tesimony to the mass killingsin the
warfare recorded in the Old Testament.

Written Records

Of dl the discoveries of archaeology, however, none is perhaps as important as the
written records of ancient times. Thelr testimony echoes down over the years bearing
witness to the accuracy of the Bibleitself. These records are not only replete with names
of biblical characters, but often bear evidence of actua events recorded in Scripture.

Rosetta Stone : Biblicd archaeologids dete the beginning of their specidized field to the
discovery of the Rosetta Stone during Napoleon's Egyptian campaign. The same events
are recorded in three languages, each in parald columns—Greek, and both written and
hieroglyphic Egyptian. This enabled scientists to decipher the dead Egyptian languages
and give us trandaions of the records from early Egyptian times.

Behistun Inscription: This outdoor carving sits 350 feet up on a dliff in the Zagros
mountains of today’s Iran. Measuring 25 by 50fet, it is aso written in three languages.
AnEnglish military officer, Henry Rawlinson, scaled the mountain in a suspended cage
and subsequently spent four years painstakingly copying and deciphering the inscriptions.
Research proved the three languages here to be the Old Persan cuneiform, Elamite
(Sugan), and Babylonian cuneiform. The monument was amemorid to the victories of



the Median king Darius and is a strong verification of the record of the post-exilic
prophets, referring to Ahasuerus by name (as the Uvakhshatara of the Persian
inscription). Many of the details of the transfer from Babylon to Medo-Persia can be
deduced from the vauable information on this inscription.

El-Amarna Letters : Theroyd archives of Pharaohs Amenhotep I11 and Amenhotep IV
(Ahkenaton) were accidentaly discovered by an Egyptian peasant woman digging in her
garden in 1887. Amarna was the capital city of Egypt during part of the eighteenth
dynasty. More than 350 cuneiform tablets were unearthed shedding vauable light on the
biblica record of the time of Isragl’s conquest of the promised land. References are made
to the "Khabiri or Habiru," a designation which many attribute to the Hebrews (although
for varied reasons). In one letter from the commander at Gezer to the Pharaoh, he writes:
"Let thelord my king, the sun in heaven, take heed unto this land, for the Khabiri are
mighty againg us; and let the king, my Lord, stretch out his hand unto me and let him
deliver me from their hands so that they not make an end of us" Asin many diplomatic
archives, frequent references are made to the geographic areas dluded to in the Old
Testament, particularly those mentioned in Joshua and Judges. An interesting insight on
Meélchizedek has been noted from these letters by Professor Wallace Budge in his History
of Egypt, IV, 231-35: "The frequently recurring title of the king of Jerusalem, "It was not
my father, it was not my mother, who established me in this position.”

Moabite Stone : This stone was a monument erected by Mesha, a Moabite king who
rebelled againgt Isradl and built his capitol in Dibon, southwest of today’ s Ammean in the
biblica area of the tribe of Gad. Although he had been successful againgt the tenttribe
kingdom of Isradl, God later fought againgt him when he attacked the two-tribe kingdom
of Judah (2 Kings 3). Part of the inscription reads. "Omri was king of Isragl, and he
oppressed Moab many days, for Chemosh was angry with his land. His son (Ahab)
followed him and he dso sad: | will oppress Moab. In my days (Chemaosh) said: | will
see (my desire) on him and his house, and Israel surely shdl perish for ever. Omri took
the land of Medeba, and (Israel) dwdlt in it during his days and haf the days of his son,
atogether 40 years. But Chemaosh (gave) it back in my days" Thisisin direct
confirmation of the biblical account in 2Kings 3:4,5, "And Mesha king of Moab was a
sheep-master, and rendered unto the king of Israel an hundred thousand lambs, and an
hundred thousand rams, with the wool. But it came to pass, when Ahab was dead, that the
king of Moab rebdlled against the king of Isradl "

Dead Sea Scrolls: The remarkable discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls in a cave near the
Essene community of Qumran has pushed back the history of the Hebrew text of the Old
Testament by athousand years. Before the discovery of this text, the oldest Hebrew
manuscript of any length dated to the ninth century AD. There is aremarkable agreement
(approximatdy 95%) between our extant trandations of the Old Testament and these
scrolls. Since many of the biblica texts found in the scrolls date back to the middle of the
second century BC, they refute modern critical thought of dating Danid to the late
second century and Ecclesiastes to the firgt century. Thefinding of 1saiah as one unit
conflicts with the higher critical concept of two authors for Isaiah. They dso demondrate
that the background of John’s gospd is Hebrew in origin, rather than Hellenistic as



clamed by some recent critics. In addition to thus confirming the biblical record as
written, greater ingghts have been gained by the scrolls and the excavationsin Qumran
on the origin of the concept of baptism and on the hodtile relationship between the Essene
community and those of the Sadduccees and Pharisees.

Ebla Tablets: In 1964 two Italian archaeologists, Drs. Paolo Matthiae and Giovanni
Petinato of the University of Rome, led an expedition that unearthed the ancient city of
Eblain northern Syria. The 140-acre Site proved to contain the ruins of ametropalis of
some 260,000 inhabitants during the time of the kings of Akkad. In its primacy, it
controlled dl of northern Syriaand much of Mesopotamia. The dig uncovered the
"scribe’ sroom," with nearly 15,000 clay tablets. Many of these were trade records,
mentioning such biblica cities as Ur, Damascus, Hazor, Lachish, Megiddo, Joppa, and
Sdim (the earlier name of Jerusalem). Sodom and Gomorrah are mentioned as being part
of the "cities of the plain." As Prof. David Freedman points out, "this record precedes the
great catastrophe [of the destruction of those cities] which many scholars have regarded
asentirdy fictiond.” Thefinding of binary word ligts only in Eblate (a Semitic

language) and Sumerian suggests that Ebla preceded the time of Moses when 70
languages are found (Genesis 10:5,20,31). Other textsin the library include Canaanite
versons of cregtion and of the flood, and a Canaanite code of law.

Archives of Mari: Mari, an important city on the middle Euphrates, was excavated in
1933 by ateam led by Prof. Andre Parrot. In unearthing the king' s paace, the royd
archives were discovered. It contained scores of diplomatic |etters from al parts of the
middle east. Frequent references were made to cities having such Old Testament names
as Harran, Nahor,Serug, Peleg, and the "mound of Terah," dong with the persond names
of Reu, Terah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Benjamin, and David. (Charran and Surui,
or Serug, il exist in Turkey). Dr. William Foxwel Albright remarks, "Abraham, Isaec,
and Jacob no longer seem isolated figures, much lessreflection of later Isradite hitory;
they now appear as true children of their age, bearing the same names, moving about over
the same territory, vigting the same towns (especidly Harran and Nahor), practicing the
same customs as their contemporaries.”

Lachish Letters: In Sennacherib’sinvasion of Isradl, he conquered 46 cities before being
defeated at Jerusdem. Of dl these conquests, he seems to rgjoice most in overcoming the
city of Lachish, some 30 miles southwest of Jerusdem. In the excavations of 1850
(supplemented by a more thorough dig from 1932-38) a pack of 21 |etters written by one
of the Assyrian military commanders was unearthed. These were written during the time
of Jeremiah the prophet and give depthful ingght into his prophecies. One example is
found in Letter VI whereit iswritten, "And let my lord know that we are watching for the
sgndsof Lachish according to al the indications which my lord heth given, for we

cannot see Azekah." These Sgnds from Lachish explain the "sign of fire" in Jeremiah 6:1
asacdl to amsfor an gpproaching army. All in dl, the Sgnificance of these letterslies
largely in their reflection of the tense political and socid Stuation of the later times when
Jeremiah prophesied and was imprisoned.



The observations above noted, largdly culled from the Archaeological Supplement to
Thompson’s Chain Reference Bible by G. Frederick Owen, D.D., Ed.D., and from the
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia are only afew of many to show that, while
archaeology does not prove the Bible (that remains a matter of faith), it certainly putsthe
gtamp of authenticity on its historical context.



God's Word Speaks Clearly

The Bible and the Spade

From the March/April 1983 Bible Study Monthly

The earth is continually yielding fresh treasures to the excavator and the investigator and
with every such discovery the Bible sands illumined in brighter hue.

The days are long since past when the rash alegation that the Bible had no independent
testimony to support its claim to be true history must needs be endured in dignified
slence. Today thereis ahost of witnesses; solid evidences of the handiwork of men
living in Bible times, testifying to the accuracy of that which had aready been recorded
in Holy Writ. And if the preservation of these clay tablets and rocks and stones through
the centuries and the millenniums, and their subsequent discovery long efter the very
nations in whaose languages they were inscribed had passed away, is amatter of
astonishment and wonder, what must be said of the Bible itself? That record has been
preserved, not on enduring stone hidden away in the depths of the ground, safe from
interfering and malicious hands, until its secrets could be reveaed to the sober inquiry of
this ltter age, but in the world of men and among men.

The precious manuscripts have at dl times snce their writing circulated in the world,

been read and re-read, copied and re-copied, while the great established powers among
men have sought by every means a their disposa to root them out and exterminate them.
No other book ever written has had such a checkered and hazardous career as has the
Bible. No other book has been the object of such determined and relentless efforts to
suppress and exterminate it. And no other book has survived so long and so triumphantly.
Nether the burning fires of persecution nor the chilling winds of indifference have
prevalled to wither and destroy its message and its influence in the world. Even today,
when the religious apathy of the Western nations has become a byword and a proverb, the
Bible remains a"best sdller.” Not for nothing is it described by the apostle Peter as the
"word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever" (1Peter 1:23). In dl thisworld of
change and decay, of tumult and unrest, of indifference and hodtility, the Bible stands,
serene, dignified, confident, an inflexible witness to God and to his concern and care for
mankind.

That isits centrd truth. The higtorica features of the Bible are not thereasanend in
themsdves, they are ameansto an end. Its history is not myth. Men and women did live
and work and write asthe Bible says they did. Their hopes and fears, loves and hates,
grengths and weeknesses, were al asthe Bible relates of them. Even its grestest heroes
have ther faults and failings, their mistakes and their sins, recorded as faithfully asther
triumphs of faith and the things wherein they pleased God.

But dl of thisis but to point to one great truth—that man, created perfect and sinless at
thefirg, fell from that high etate into sin, and S0 death passed upon dl men; that God is



working ceasdlesdy to recover man from the effects of that Sn and to achieve hisfina
god of agnless creation in which "dl that hath breath shal praise the Lord"; thet to
achieve that end—by the only way in which that end can be achieved—the Lord Jesus
Chrigt came from above and moved among men, teaching the true principles by which
men must live, suffering himsdlf to be put to desth rather than betray those principles,
that eventualy al men may be brought face to face with the dternative of accepting
Chrigt and his ways and o inheriting eternd life, or rgecting them and suffering eternd
death.

That is the message and the power of the Bible. It will by no means renounce or whittle
down its claim to be the authoritative expression of God's Will and exposition of God's
Pan in respect to man, his origin, his present state, and his destiny. It takes us back to
earliest times and shows us man as he was—pure, upright, sinless, perfectly adapted to
his environment, and capable of everlading life while remaining in harmony with Divine
Law. It passes on into history and leads us up to the present, showing us the dark and
terrible results of human sdfishness, depravity and Sin, in aworld that haslargely
rgected God and isincreasingly so doing. It takes us forward into the future and shows
usaworld a peace, Sin banished, war athing of the past, love and good felowship
replacing hate and rancor and jealousy. It shows usthe will of God done on earth asit is
donein heaven, and God dwelling asit were with men and dl creation at peace.

Then it comes back into the present, the time of this world, and shows us the means by
which that glorious consummation is to be brought about, in the person and work of
Chrigt, and tells us in unmistakable terms that only by full acceptance of Christ and
consecration of life to him can men and women be recovered from their Sate of
imperfection and weskness and sin, and be trandated into the glorious liberty of the
children of God.

The Bible has alot to say about the philosophy of the atonement. It does not demand that
al its readers understand that philosophy in detail. What it does demand, and demands
because compliance with the demand is the only possible way of escape from sn and
desth, is"Believe on the Lord Jesus Chrigt, and thou shalt be saved.”

"God s0 loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
inhim should not perish, but have everlagting lifel"—John 3:16

That verse is the crowning glory of the Bible and the expression of its degpest truth. All
elseleads up to it. The object of the Biblein thisworld isto lead men to Christ and to
indruct them in his ways after they have accepted him. Its higtory, its poetry, itsvisons,
its ethics, al converge irresstibly upon one transcendent figure, the one who is rightful
King of the earth and King of al men, the one who, in the power and glory of his second
advent, will reign as Prince of Peace over atransformed and transfigured world of men,
teaching themto pursue the arts of peace and eschew the evils of war, until in
enlightenment and true reverence they come before him in voluntary yidding of dl lifé's
powersin adedication of heart and mind that will endureto al eternity.



In their own humble way, the tablets and the inscriptions on the rocks are agents in the
execution of the Divine Plan. They have played, and till play, their part in establishing
fathin God. It issaid of him that he hath "left not himsdlf without witness' (Acts 14:17)
and this at least is one respect in which the statement is true. Jesus spoke of the very
gtones crying out to testify to his Messahship (Luke 19:40); the voice of the monuments
has made itsalf heard to declare, indirectly, that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.



Pastoral Bible Institute News

Financia Statement of the Pastoral Bible Institute, Inc.

Statement of Net Worth - April 30, 2000
[unaudited]

Current Assets:

Cash and Investments $127,191
Fixed Assets:
None

Liabilities
None

NET WORTH, APRIL 30, 2000 $127,191

Analysis of Net Worth

INCOME

Contributions $13,741
Sdeof Materia 11,916
Herald Subscriptions 5,185
Interest 5,059
Memberships 35
Miscellaneous Income 305
Total Income $36,241

EXPENSES

Disposal of assets $800

Purchase of Material for Resale 9,282
Printing and Reproduction 8,862
Postage and Delivery 4,929
Advertising 280

Administrative and General 365
Total Operating Expense $24,518

Net Gain for Fiscal Year $11,723

Net Worth, May 1, 1999 $115,468
Net Worth, April 30, 2000 $127,191

Respectfully Submitted by Len Griehs, Treasurer



PBI Annual Report for 1999-2000

"Let ustherefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one
may edify another.”

These words from the gpostle Paul in Romans 14:19 have continued to be the god of the
Pagtord Bible Indtitute in its minidry to the Bible Student fellowship. The publication of

The Herdd magazine remains the focal point of our work. During the past twelve months
circulaion has dowly started to increase and is now about 10% higher than one year ago.
The comments we receive from time to time encourage us to keep producing thisjournd.

The Herald is available as a printed magazine, on audio cassette, and dectronicaly on the
Bible Students Library CD ROM. We have begun the work to convert al the issues from
1918 to the present into eectronic format. When complete next year, we will offer anew
CD containing only The Herdd. Like the Bible Students Library, this database will bein
the popular Adobe Acrobat format and be eectronically searchable. Versionswill be
avallable for ether Macintosh or Windows computers.

In the last issue we did what had been done some years ago when we devoted the entire
issue to topics providing spiritud guidance for the persond application of biblica
principles. We hope to continue doing this once ayear. The other issues will continue to
be devoted to doctrinal, prophetic, biographic, historic, and Memoria subjects.

We continue to select Bible Student literature we think will be of interest to our readers
and inform them of its availahility through order formsinserted in The Herdd. We will
continue this practice as well as occasiondly include copies of some new booklets that
are being printed for the Bible Student community. Since advertised items are available
for only ashort period of time, we encourage our readers to not delay in making their
requests.

One ecclesia has requested 500 extra copies of The Herald for display in shopping malls
and fleamarkets. We will watch with interest to see how effective thisisin promoting the
message of the truth. We would be happy to hear from individuas and/or ecclesas who
are interested in using The Herald for smilar purposes.

Thiswas the first year the PBI has ventured into foreign languages. At the request of
brethren from Indiawe paid for the printing of two of our booklets and some articles
from The Herdd in the Tamil language. These will of course be digtributed in India

The Board of Directors and the Editors thank the readership for their loya support and
ask for acontinued interest in your prayers that we may both promote peace and edify
one another in love.

The Directors, Pastoral Bible Institute



Temporary Closing of the PBI Office

Our Cdiforniaoffice will be closed for three weeks beginning July 30. Orders received
during thistime will befilled after August 20. We regret any inconvenience this may
cause.

Around the World

Minigters and top officias from around the world met to review efforts to check the

global spread of atomic arms. The 1970 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Tresty (NPT)
specified a meeting every five yearsto review progress. The tregty organization has 188
members, and only four states are not signatories—India and Pakistan, Isragl and Cuba.
Jayantha Dhanapala, undersecretary-generd of the U. N., said there are growing
complaints by non-weapons states at the nuclear powers' failure to cut their arsends
more, suspicion that North Korea and Irag have cheated on their commitment not to try to
acquire nuclear wegpons, and Arab anger at Israel’ srefusd to join the NPT.

—Financid Times, 4/24/2000

Countries as varied as China, Papua New Guinea and Russia adopted an action plan to
combat trafficking in women and children, in afirst coordinated Asian effort to stamp out
what delegates at a conference in Manila called "pernicious modern-day davery.” An
estimated one million women and children are bought and sold worldwide every year for
various reasons according to officias fromthe U.S. Ralph Boycke, U.S. deputy assistant
secretary of date, said: "Trafficking is one of the fastest growing and most lucretive
crimina enterprisesin the world. After drugs and gunsit is consdered the third largest
source of profits for organized crime.” Trafficking can end ininjury, abuse, and even
death. Women from Thailand, tempted to go to Japan as entertainers, end up as
progtitutes, Asan children shipped to the U.S. by Chinese and Japanese crimind gangs
are used in sweatshops, and Filipino women sent to Europe as mail-order brides find their
husbands turning violent.

—Financid Times 4/1/2000
|srael

The future of Jerusdem was a the center of a cabinet meeting, with Prime Minister Ehud
Barak stressing that anyone who as much as hints that the government intends to divide
the city is"gravely mideading the public.” "The government’ s position is dear,” Barak
sad. "Jerusdem will forever remain the undivided capitd of Isragl.” Barak indicated that
words spoken by his chief of saff, Danny Y atom, last week to the effect that certain
landsin the Jerusdlem vicinity would eventudly be transferred to the Paedtinians as part
of a permanent agreement had been misconstrued. He went on to criticize those "both in
the opposition and in the codition" who speak of handing over Jerusdem territory to the
Pdedtinians. "l call on everyone to show a sense of nationa responsibility and stop
putting question marks around the subject of Jerusdem,” he said.



—Jerusalem Post 3/13/2000

2,300 Isragl-dlied Southern Lebanese Army soldiers will be seeking asylum of some type
or arrangement which will permit them safe haven in Isradl, fearing for their future safety

in southern Lebanon following an Isradi troop withdrawa scheduled to take place no
later than July 2000. Together with their families, the total number of persons expected to
be included in the request will reach 10,000. Avi Y ehezkel (One Isragl), who chairs the
Knesset Security Committee, has announced that hundreds of millions of Isradli shekels
are being alocated for the "mora responghility” of protecting the long-term alliesin
southern Lebanon. The MK stated he does not wish to operate within the framework of
the High Court of Justice ruling, which rdleased Isradl of legd responghilitiesto grant
citizenship and/or asylumto SLA soldiers.

—Israal Wire, 3/20/2000
[dam

Sectarian tensonsin Indonesia’ s Molucca |9 ands are escalating according to church
leaders who report the details of recent atrocities by radica Mudim groups and
Indonesian military troops. About 3,000 people, most of them Chrigtians, have died in the
past 14 months in religious violence in the Moluccas, achain of 17 idands about 250
miles west of New Guinea, news reports say. The idands were once mostly Chrigtian, but
the Mudim population has increased inrecent years with a"'radica minority" causing
unrest, news reports said. Clergy in North Mauku province and the idand of Buru clam
that “jihad troops determined to expunge Christians from the areas haved aughtered
many believers and burned down churches and homes.

—Religion Today, 4/6/2000

King Abdullah Il of Jordan made hisfirg officid vigt to Isragl on April 23, snce
ascending the throne. He met with Prime Minister Ehud Barak, and discussed the
ongoing peece initiatives in the region. Hetold Isradl TV that he envisons a politica
solution for Jerusdem that has "two leves™" Oneisadivigon of the city into two
political domains, and the other a declaration of Jerusalem as an open city to dl three
Abrahamic religions, Judaism, Chrigtianity, and Idam, and he declared that Jordan isthe
guardian of the city’s holy placesfor Idam.

—Ilsrael Wire, 4/24/2000
Christendom

Chridianity is growing faster in Africathan anywhere dse on earth. At current growth
rates, in the next decade the number of African Christians will exceed the number of
European believers. perhaps 520 million, in contrast to 470 million. Thiswould leave
African Chrigtians second only to Chrigtians inLatin America, who number around 700
million. Mogt of the tremendous growth is coming not in such historic mainstream



denominations as Anglican and Roman Catholic but in newer, livdier, indigenous
churches. The new churches uselocd languages and mix traditional African spiritud
bdiefs with Pentecostal- style worship, including the use of drums, guitars and
charismatic preachers.

—Time, 4/3/2000

After decades of near obscurity, [hell] has taken on anew image: more of a deep funk
then a pit of fire. While the traditiond infernd imeagery dill attracts afollowing, modern
visons of eterna perdition as a particularly unpleasant solitary confinement are

beginning to emerge, suggesting that hell may not be sohot after dl. . . . Pope John Paul

[l told an audience a the Vatican that "rather than a place, hell indicates the Sate of those
who fregly and definitively separate themsalves from God." To describe this Godforsaken
condition, the pontiff said, the Bible "uses asymbalicad language” thet "figuratively
portraysin a "pool offire those who exclude themsdves from the book of life, thus
mesting with a “second death.’" . . . The threet of post-mortem punishment of the
impenitent in an eternd lake of fire al but disgppeared from the religious mainstream by
the 1960s. Theologica discourse onthe subject a the nation’ s divinity schools dmost
evaporated. And while polls showed that the mgority of Americans professed to believe
in hell’ s existence, amost no one thought he would go there. Observing the dearth of
fire-and-brimstone rhetoric, a University of Chicago [professor] was moved to remark a
few years back that "hell has disappeared and no one noticed.” . . . A smdll but growing
number of conservative theologians contend that those who ultimatdly reject God will
smply be put out of existencein the"consuming fire" of hell.

—Excerptsfrom U.S. News & World Report cover story on hell, 1/31/2000

In alandmark public confession, Pope John Paul 11 begged God' s forgiveness Sunday for
sns committed or condoned by Roman Catholics over the last 2,000 years, including
sexiam, racism, hatred of Jews and violence in defense of the Cathalic faith. The pope
isted or dluded to awide range of victims of Catholic hodtility, prgudice and
indifference as he asked his church to enter its third millennium with gpurified
conscience. These victims included heretics, Protestants, Jews and other non-Chrigtians,
immigrants, ethnic minorities, women, abused children and the unborn. It was the first
cal by any pope for such a sweeping pardon for past and present wrongs. John Paul
faulted no Catholic leader, past or present. He mentioned no snner by name, explaining
that only God can judge individud responsbility. Cardind Roger Etchegaray [said] John
Paul’ s sweeping confesson must not be read "as aform of spectacular self-flagdlation.”
John Paul is gpologizing for Sns committed by the church’s "sons and daughters,” not by
the church itsdf, which is "holy and immeaculate.”

—Los Angeles Times, 3/13/2000



Economics

Nearly haf the world's six billion people live on less than $2 aday and about 1.2 hillion,
or 22 percent of the world's population barely survive on $1 aday. Ineffective
governance and flawed initiatives have led to negligible progressin efforts to end

poverty, a United Nations report says. The report says that both rich and poor countries
have falled to live up to their commitments made at the 1995 Socid Summitin
Copenhagen. "The mgor problem with most poverty programsis that they are too
narrow, confined to a set of targeted interventions. One reason: many were congtructed as
asocid safety net during amagjor national breakdown," the report sates. Many of the
poorest countries lack achievable targets to secure aid amid reduced contributions by
donor countries. Tota globa development aid fell to $51.9 billion in 1998 from $59.2
billion in 1994, according to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development. The report asks wedlthy nations to remove trade barriers that hinder poorer
countries from entering their markets and relieve poor countries debts without adding
economic conditions.

—Financid Times, 4/5/2000
Science

Isradli researchers in discovering alife-saving cure for the "killing virus' have achieved
what amounts to amedica breakthrough, which dso may serve as an effective protection
againg biologica weapons. The scientific monthly Nature reports that the protein
developed in the labs of the Medica Schoal at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem comes
in the form of asmal molecule which blocks the operation of the toxic "super-antigens'
which cause thefata shock. This deadly virusimmediately collgpses dl the body

systems, and induces vomiting, diarrhea, and in extreme cases loss of control, loss of
consciousness and degth. The Isradi researchers, financed by the U.S. Defense
Department were working on a defense against biologica weapons, of the type possessed
by Irag and various terrorist groups. The new drug may aso help overcome
complications from surgica infections, cancer, and AIDS.

—Nature, |srael Wire, 4/24/2000

Another iceberg has broken off Antarctica and is bumping into a huge floe that broke off
the Ross Ice Shelf last week. The new iceberg is 80 miles by 12 miles, and the larger one
is 183 miles by 23 miles, about the size of Jamaica. While it ian't clear whether the two
icebergs would pose a threet to shipping, some researchers say large chunks are breaking
off Antarctica due to global warming. In August 1999, an iceberg measuring 24 miles by
48 miles floated toward South Americafrom Anarctica, surrounded by 100 to 200
smdler icebergs.

—Reuters 3/31/2000



Book Review

A New Look at an Old Earth, Don Stoner, Harvest House Publishers, Eugene, Ore.,
1997 ed.,. 256 pages

How do we know what is true? Don Stoner believes there are two ways. what we are told
in God' s word, the Bible, and what we are told in God' s creation. Both must be
harmonious because God is the author of both. When those who study God' s word differ
from those who study God' s creation, one or the other must be wrong. Sometimes both
are wrong. When Gdlileo began to teach that the earth orbited the sun, he was condemned
by both the scientists and the theologians of his day. The theologians said Gdlileo had to
be wrong because the Bible said the sun’s "going forth is from the end of the heaven, and
his circuit unto the ends of it" (Psdm 19:6).

The question of which body orbits which has since been settled. But how old is the earth?
How long are the crestive days of Genesis chapter 1? Stoner believes Chrigtians have
greatly harmed their credibility by cdlaming that the days of Genesis are 24 hours long.

He summarizes the stientific evidence for an age of the earth measured in the billions of
years and finds it so strong that it is essentidly irrefutable.

Stoner carefully puts forth eight arguments for viewing the creetive days as being 24-
hours. Some are obvious (e.g., giving the Hebrew word "day" its literd meaning is
probably the correct meaning, otherwise a different Hebrew word would have been used),
and some are not (e.g., modifying the Hebrew word "day" with a number forcesits
meaning to be 24-hours, not a period of time). Then he carefully rebuts each argument
using Scripture.

Of course those who believe the earth is only afew thousand years old have a number of
problems they must answer. The apparent old age of the universe, including the distance
of gars and galaxiesis one; the date of artifacts from carbon-14 and potassum-argon
tests is another. Answers from those who think the earth is young are shown to have fatd
flaws.

Hlen G. White had visions of the creation event taking place in 24-hour days. Her
teachings and visions were taken by her followers, known today as Seventh-Day
Adventigts, as being equd in authority with the Bible. Although in 1980 the Adventists
dropped White' swritings as a source of doctrind authority, Stone claims she has grestly
influenced them and others on this question.

The book ends with a verse-by-verse examination of Genesis chapter one and matches
the events of each "day” with the latest scientific knowledge about creation. Stoner sees
no disharmony between Genesi's and the observed universe if long periods of time are
assumed for each cregtive "day."



Both the biblica and the scientific arguments for ayoung earth and an old earth are
presented in understandable language for non-scientists and those with little or no
knowledge of Genesis. | found Stoner’s "old earth” thes's extremely compelling.

—Michadl Nekora



Short Features

Poems and Prose

Ode from thel9th Psalm

The spacious firmament on high,

With dl the blue ethered ky,

And spangled heavens, ashining frame,
Their great Origind proclaim.

The unwearied sun, from day to day,
Does his Cresator’ s power display;
And publishesto every land

Thework of an Almighty hand.

Soon as the evening shades prevail,
The moon takes up the wondrous tale,
And, nightly, to the listening earth,
Repeats the story of her birth;

While dl the gtars that round her burn,
And dl the planetsin ther turn,
Confirm thetidings as they rall,

And spread the truth from pole to pole.

What though in solemn silence, dll
Move round the dark terrestria ball;
What though no red voice nor sound
Amid these radiant orbs be found;

In reason’s ear they al rgoice,

And utter forth aglorious voice,
Forever 9nging, asthey shine,

"The Hand that made usisdivine.

—From McGuffey's Eclectic Third Reader



IN THE BEGINNING

"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” In these few wordsis enshrined
the story of countless ages. Long before man came into being, long before the infinite
variety of animal and vegetable life which now inhabits this planet was brought forth, the
work of God was going steadily forward. In the mighty crucible of nature he was molding
and fashioning afitting home for humanity, compelling the tremendous forces of the
universe to work together in dow but ceaseless motion until, after the lgpse of ages upon
ages, the angel's looked down upon the solar system of ours with the parent sun mgestic
initsfamily of drding worlds

The earth was one of those worlds. Long epochs had yet to pass before even the humblest
form of life could appear on its troubled surface. Greet eruptions of nature from within,
avaanches and floods from above, dl combined to keep this new world in a state of
perpetud unrest. But eventudly there came atime when it was stilled, when the boiling
seas subsided and the land had some measure of peace from warring dements. And in

that eventful day life was born on earth. No man saw it come, no human history can go
back to those first beginnings when lowly crestures of the seashores were lords of

material creation. Long years afterward, the chronicler wrote: "And God said, let the
waters bring the moving creature that hath life ... and it was s0."

S0 passed the centuries, the millenniums, the epochs during which God worked slently

in that orderly development which characterizes al his works, preparing ahome for a
new creetion which he purposed. At length the watching angels saw a new wonder at
which they shouted doud for joy: beings—intelligent, perfect, capable of love and
gratitude, worship and service, made to be the crowning glory of that crestion which had
taken solong atime to bring to this climax. "The morning sars sang together, and dl the
sons of God shouted for joy" (Job 38:7). With what serene pleasure must the Father have
gazed upon the first materid beings and foreseen the wonders of a future age when the
earth shdl be fully perfected and when mankind shdl have achieved the Divineided and
attained to the image and likeness of God.

—Songs of the Nightingade, pp. 12,13

Nature' s Testimony

"By their numberless multitude, their orderly grouping in various congtellations. Their
continud yet never conflicting movements, their perfect harmony, their magnitude and
their mutua benign influence, to the shining hosts of heaven declare the glory of God, by
day and by night. He who meditates on these things will scarcdly be ‘the fool” who saith
‘in his heartm Thereisno God,” for al nature testifies to the Creator’ s glory and power."

Reprints, page 1391.



The Bible

The Bible isthe torch of civilization and liberty. Itsinfluence for good in society has

been recognized by the greatest statesmen, even though they for the most part have
looked at it through the various glasses of conflicting creeds, which, while upholding the
Bible, grievoudy misrepresent its teachings. The grand old book is unintentionally but
woefully misrepresented by its friends, many of whom would lay down life on its behdf;
and yet they do it more vitd injury than its foes, by daming its support to their long-
revered misconceptions of its truth, received through the traditions of their fathers. Would
that such would awake, re-examine their oracle, and put to confusion its enemies by
disarming them of their wegpond . . . The Bible is the oldest book in existence; it has
outlived the storms of thirty centuries. Men have endeavored by every means possible to
banish it from the face of the earth: they have hidden it, burned it, madeit acrime
punishable with degth to have it in possession, and the most bitter and relentless
persecutions have been waged againgt those who had faith in it; but till the book lives.
Today, while many of its foes dumber in death, and hundreds of volumes written to
discredit it and to overthrow itsinfluence, are long since forgotten, the Bible has found its
way into every naion and language of earth, over two hundred different trandations of it
having been made. The fact that this book has survived so many centuries,
notwithstanding such unpardleed efforts to banish and destroy it, is at least strong
circumgtantial evidence that the grest Being whom it dams as its Author hasalso been its
Preserver.

—The Divine Plan of the Ages, pp. 37, 38



The Bible—The Sure Word of God

Why do we study the Bible—

Esteem it as no other book?

Why would we willingly diefor itstruths?
At some reasons |et’ s now take alook.

Forty or more penned its contents;

It features one theme: God's grest plan.
Written as sixteen long centuries passed,
It was authored by God, not by man.

First comethe "days' of crestion.
The Bible account stands the test:
Rationd gtatements that science confirms
Help establish our faith in the rest.

Adam and Eve are created;

They soon bresk the law God decreed.
Sentenced to degath, there's a glimmer of hope
In God' s promise concerning the "seed.”

Heroes of faith had ther falings:

The Bible sreport tdlsit all.

Rich in detalls of God's patience and love,
It'sarecord of man since the"fdl.”

Can we believe what is written?

The evidence mounts: scrolls are found;
Tablets confirming the Bible accounts
Archeologigs dig from the ground.

Biblicd citieslong buried,

When studied with care, now provide
Close corrdations with dates and events
That the critics for years had denied.

Israel’ s people are specid:
Through blessngs and woes, God is guide.
Scattered for thousands of vears. vet todav



Intheir land, asforetold, they reside.

No one but God knows the future

And He has declared from of old

Many events—some in grestest detail—
Thet reved how His plan will unfold.

Jesus comes forth as Messiah.

The place of his birth had been named;

How he would die, and the work he would do,
Long ago had the prophets proclaimed.

Next is the grand culmination:

Mankind will come forth from the tomb.
Oh, what rgoicing when Jesus glad reign
Brings an end to earth’ s sorrow and gloom.

Banished and burned through the ages,
The Bible endured Sl it lived

Faith has much evidence firmly to trust
God's sure Word and the message it gives!

—FElane L. Redeker
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