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Christian Relationships

In the Beginning
Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only.—James 1:22

Chridtianity is not ardligion that is best developed in the monastery of a solitary life. It is
forged and molded in countless associations with others. Jesus waked the main
thoroughfares of ancient Judea. He rubbed shoulders with thousands. Crowds thronged
around him. His socid life ranged from med's at the homes of the Pharisees to mingling
with the publicans and snners.

The apodtles, in turn, mingled with the common man in their tireless propagetion of the
good news, the "gospel” of redemption. The gpostle Paul, for example, frequented the
synagogues on the Sabbath and the "agora' or marketplace the other days of the week.
And so it iswith the followers of Chrigt today—they come from al waks of life and they
daly mingle with others from dl waks of life.

In thisissue of The Herald we look a some of these relationships which Christians of the
21t century face and how the principles of Chrigt guide them in the various stages of life.
Articles herein will treat such subjects as.

1. What the Bible requires of those who would claim the name of their
Master by assuming thetitle of "Chrigian.”

2. The relationship with a spouse, whether a believer or non-believer.

3. The conflicts a Chrigtian facesin asecular world asacitizenina
foreign land, and as agood neighbor to al those about him.



4. The chdlengesfor youth in an increasingly liberal and rebdlious
ociety.

5. The need to follow a high ethical code of conduct in the workplace,
whether as an employer, supervisor or employee.

6. Maturing gracefully while patiently preparing for graduation from this
life to a better one to come.

The concluding article of thisissueis our monthly verse by verse investigation of another
chapter of God' s holy Word—this time the second chapter of the first epistle of Peter. It
contains the gpostl€’ s admonitions to complete submission not only to God, but to dl the
factors involved with living in a sometimes hostile environmertt.

We put forth thisissue with the desire thet it will be astimulus to each of usto gpply
ourselves more diligently to live the Chritian life, dways following in the footsteps of
our Redeemer.



Christian Requirements

What is a Christian?
What are His Standards?

The disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.—Acts 11:26
Carl Hagensick

Followers of Jesus were caled by many names. Dr. R. A. Torrey in his New Topical
Texbook ligs scores of titles for those who sought to walk in the footsteps of their Magter,
names such as Bdlievers, Children of the Day, Children of Light, and Heirs of God. But

no name has been more enduring than that of "Chrigtian.”

While Acts 11:26 is definite in stating that this name originated in Antioch, we are not

told who it was that first used this name. Some have suggested it was given as aname of
derison by their enemies, others that it was atitle they assumed themselves. One of the
ancient manuscripts, the Codex Bezae, uggests that the apostle Paul originated the name
and renders verses 25 and 26 as, "Hearing that Saul was at Tarsus, he departed, seeking
for him; and having found him, he besought him to come to Antioch; who, when they
were come, assembled with the church awhole year, and ingtructed a great number; and
there they first cdled the disciples at Antioch Chrigians.”

Charles Taze Russdl makes a vauable point concerning this gppellation: "The name
“Chrigtian’ wasfirst gpplied to the Lord’ s followers at Antioch. Such a name would not
be given to them by the Jews, nor in any place where Judaism was paramount, because
the Greek word Chrigt is the equivaent to the Hebrew word Messiah. And the Jews
would be the last in any sense of the word to intimate that Jesus was the Messiah, or that
his followers were Chrigtians or Messiahans. We do not read that Christians first assumed
this name at Antioch, but that they werefirst called it by others. Would that the custom
had continued to prevail, and that gill the only name by which the Lord' s followers
throughout the world would be known would be hisname! Dr. A. McClaren correctly
suggests, “If the men a Antioch had caled Chrigt’s followers "Jesuits' that would have
meant the followers of the mere man. They did not know how much deeper they had
gone when they said, not “followers of Jesus' but “followers of Chrigt’; for it was not
Jesus the man, but Jesus Chrigt, the man with his office, that makes the center and bond
of the Chrigtian church’™ (Reprints, p. 4358).

The force of this observation is strong: it is not the man Jesus (perfect and important
though he was) but the office of the Messiah that is centra to the Chrigtian. "Wherefore
henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Chrigt after the
flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more" (2 Corinthians 5:16). Not only doesthe
Chrigtian follow Chrigt, heis part of Chrit. "For as the body is one, and hath many



members, and al the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so dso is
Chrig" (1 Corinthians 12:12).

Thisintegration of the body memberswith their head aso intertwines them with each
other. "So we, being many, are one body in Chrigt, and every one members one of
another" (Romans 12:5). Thus thereisamutud interdependency of every individud with
every other individua. Every member of that body supplies some certain eement which
every other member needs. ""From whom the whole body fitly joined together and
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectud working in the
measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love'
(Ephesians 4:16).

This"compacting,” or "knitting together,” comes from one source—the acceptance of the
Master asthe head of this"Messah" group. Paul writes of some who do not follow the
headship of their Lord, saying: "And not holding the Head, from which al the body by
joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the
increase of God" (Colossians 2:19).

The Christian’s Call

The cogt of discipleship ishigh. It is not for everybody. It was never meant for
everybody. "No man taketh this honor unto himself, but hewho is cdled of God, aswas
Aaron” (Hebrews 5:4). The responghbility to make this salection does not even rely with
Jesus, but with God himsdlf. Jesus said in hislast public prayer he spoke of his disciples
as those which God had given him (John 17:9).

Thiscdl is not through avoca cry, but through a heart tug. It is the reaction of a soul
thankful for redemption. Paul describesit in these words, "He died for dl, that they
which live should not henceforth live unto themsdlves, but unto him which died for them,
and rose again” (2 Corinthians 5:15).

Such as have this gppreciation are urged to present their dl asaliving sacrifice. "l
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, thet ye
may prove what isthat good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God" (Romans 12:1,2).

Jesus a'so made just such acommitment. "Lo, | come" he said, "to do thy will, O God"
(Hebrews 10:9). Because the naturd mind does not understand the things of the spirit
(1Corinthians 2:11-16), this Chrigtian growth must come by means of a menta
transformation.

Thistransformation, or change of mind s&t, only comes about through a diligent search
for the will of God in hisword, the holy Scriptures. "Study to shew thyself gpproved unto
God, aworkman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2
Timothy 2:15). Such an earnest searching of God's word will be fruitful, reveding the



mind and will of God for the supplicant. Jesus phrased it in these words, "Ask, and it
shdl be given you; seek, and ye shdl find; knock, and it shdl be opened unto you"
(Métthew 7:7).

However, sudy aone does not make atrue Christian. The principles learned through a
constant search must be applied. The admonition in James 1:22 is to be "doers of the
word, and not hearers only.” In Jesus last message to the church he urged much the
same, saying, "He that abideth in me, and | in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; for
without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5).

Three Important Steps

The firgt step, then, in becoming a Chritian is to recognize that without his aid we can do
nothing. This gep is merely the recognition that we are "shapen in iniquity,” and thet it
was"indgn" that we were concaived (Psalm 51:5). It isnot only in hearing, but in
"receiving” him that thereis power to become a son of God (John 1:12).

This step, however, must be quickly followed by the second step of adesire to hear his
words, and not only hear, but have them "abide in us™ This requires study of hislife and
character with a desire to emulate the same.

The third step is obedience, not a grudging compliance, but the enthusiasm Jesus had
when he quoted the psalmist, "I delight to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law iswithin
my heart" (Psaim 40:8).

Someone has well illustrated the effect of these stepsin thisway. Let the three | etters
"IAN" stand for "I Am Nothing." Put them before the word "Chrigt" and we have
"lanChrig" —gibberigh, truly "nothing." But place them after "Chrig" as hisfollower,
and we have "Chrigian.” The same truth isillugtrated by redlizing that the numeric vaue
of nothing is zero. It has no vaue in and of itsdf, but it does have vaueif it follows
another number, such asa 1 representing Jesus (producing aten). A true Christian must
always seek to follow, never precede, his Magter.

Fruit Bearing

The object of followers, true Chrigtians, isto "bear much fruit" (John 15:8). Thisfruitage
is described as gppearing in various forms: "the fruit of the Spirit islove, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: againgt such thereis no
law" (Gaatians 5:22, 23).



The true disciple, then, must learn to demondtirate these traits of character:

Thelove of God as supreme, but matched by true love and concern
for the good of fellow man.

The joy that radiates from amind so set on its ultimate god's that
short-range troubles cannot deflect.

The peace that comes from afull assurance thet "dl things work
together for good" because God has so arranged them (Romans
8:28).

Thelongsuffering which reckons thet "the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which
shdl berevededin us' (Romans 8:18).

The gentleness that seeks not to react to dights, but always to seek
the soft answer which "turneth away wrath" (Proverbs 15:1).

The goodness that dways seeks to give the benefit of the doubt
and ever seeks the paths that will benefit another.

The faith that not only believesin the unseen, but is so committed
asto trust the ways which he cannot trace by sght and sense.

The meekness which esteems others "better” than sdif, and thusis
open not only to the Lord' s word but seeks the thoughts of others
(Philippians 2:3).

The temperance which develops sdlf-control to obey the precepts
of God even when they are contrary to saf-will.

Christian Requirements

The requirements for true discipleship are high. Jesus said, "drait [difficult] is the gate,
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it" (Matthew
7:14). For this reason he recommends that thisway of life not be entered hadtily, but that
the candidate first count the cost before embarking on thisjourney (Luke 14:28).

Three of these requirements are pecified in Luke 9:23, "If any man will come after me,
let him deny himsdlf, and take up his cross daily, and follow me." These requirements
can be compared and contrasted with three e ements Jehovah desired in his covenant
people of Israel: "He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD



require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?*
(Micah 6:8).

1. Deny thyself. Jesus synopsis of the Jewish law wasto love God
supremey and to "love thy neighbor asthysdf.” The Chrigian
requirement goes deeper: it is not merdly to love one' s fellowman as one
loves one' s Hf, but to deny one' s self and love others even more than
one sdf. The Chridian cdl isto sacrificid love, to follow the pattern of
Jesusin giving up life itsdf for others. "Hereby percalve we the love of
God, because he laid down hislife for us: and we ought to lay down our
livesfor the brethren” (1 John 3:16).

2. Take up your cross daily. The symbol of the cross goes beyond sdif-
denid; it includes awillingness to bear suffering, even unto death. Luke's
addition of the adverb "daily" implies a congtancy in one's experiences
and trids. McClintock and Strong identifies four metaphorica ways the
crossis used: "1) the cross of martyrdom, the witness unto deeth for Christ
and the Gospd; 2) the cross of trids, for the preservation of faith, love,
and hope; 3) the cross of discipline, for the purification of the heart and
the subjection of snful desires and indlinations; 4) the cross of
punishment, for the chastisement of 9n; though the am of punishment

aso isthe improvement of the Snner.” This goes beyond the Old
Testament requirement of merely "loving mercy,” but impliesthe active
practicing of mercy in theindividud life.

3. Follow me. The Micah passage urged the faithful Jew to "wak humbly
with thy God." Thisimplies acommitment to the laws of God, thet an
|sraelite indeed would fully comply with those commandments. But a
Chrigtian is required to go beyond the letter of that Mosaic law and to
"follow me—to "magnify the law" (Isaiah 42:21). Thetrue disciple
sarves the law "in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter”
(Romans 7:6).

While the Isradlite of old was "to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God," the Chrigtian is to take the next step and "to love justice, to do mercy, and follow
Jesus example of carrying out the spirit of God' s laws.”

The Object of Being a Christian

While there may be many objects for one becoming a Chrigtian, two stand out in sharp
relief. One pertainsto thislife, and one to the life to come.

The gpogtle Paul statesin 1 Corinthians 4:9 that the true believer is "a spectacle unto the
world, and to angels, and to men."” In a somewhat smilar vein, Paul dso writes"Ye are
our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of al men" (2 Corinthians 3:2). A
popular adage is atruism when it says "we are the only Bible many will ever read.”



Chrigtians must follow the apostl€ s advice to Timothy to "be an example of the
believers' (1 Timothy 4:12).

But it is not only as an example, but for afuture work that Chrigtians are being trained.
Their life now prepares them to be kings and priests with Christ Jesusin the future. "It is
afathful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shdl aso live with him: if we suffer, we
ghdl dso reign with him: if we deny him, he dso will deny us' (2 Timothy 2:11, 12).
They areto be "priests of God and of Chrig" and "shdl reign with him athousand years'
(Revelation 20:6).

Jesus qudification asthe "high priest of our professon” was to gather sympathy for

those who endured similar experiences so as to properly assist them to further godliness
(Hebrews 2:17,18; 4:14-16). It isfor this reason that the members of the church of Christ
only have such experiences as are ""common to man” (1 Corinthians 10:13).

"To Usthe Scriptures Clearly Teach,” a statement of our beliefs found on the insde cover
of every issue of thisjournd, putsit succinctly: "Theat the present mission of the Church
isthe perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in hersdlf every
grace; to be God' s witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priestsin the next
age—Ephesians 4:12; Mathew 24:14; Revelation 1.6; 20:6."

These are the objectives which should make each of us strive to live so asto merit the
title "Chrigian." A proverb of our century asks the searching question, "If you were put
on trid for being a Chrigtian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?' May the
lives of each of us produce such evidence.



The Christian Spouse

When Believers Marry

Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined
together,
let not man put asunder.—Matthew 19:6

Homer Montague

The marriage inditution was ordained by God in Eden prior to the entrance of sin into the
world. It was established to populate the earth, perpetuate the human family, transmit
values conducive to the preservation of socid order as well as happiness, and to provide
for companionship, intimacy, and appropriate affection between man and woman. When
the divine principles controlling marriage are observed, thisreationship is a great
blessing; if they are disregarded, much sorrow and vexation are certain to follow.

In the Old Testament, marriage is frequently used to symbolize the rdaionship existing
between God and his chosen people Isradl. We read for example, "For thy Maker isthine
husband; the LORD of hostsis his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Isradl; the
God of thewhole earth shdl he be called” (Isaiah 54:5). Asawife Isragl was promised
untold blessngs by God which ultimately would result in that nation’s becoming the
spiritua seed of Abraham and a kingdom of priests (Exodus 19:5,6) if she remained
obedient. Regrettably, Israel did not remain loyd to the heavenly Father and history
records the fulfillment of her punishments for disobedience and the subsequent destiny
foretold in Leviticus 26:17-46.

In preparation for the Isradlites entrance into the promised land, God's commands to his
chosen people through Moses read, "Neither shat thou make marriages with them; thy
daughter thou shdt not give unto his son, nor his daughter shat thou take unto thy son.
For they will turn away thy son from following me, that they may serve other gods: so
will the anger of the LORD be kindled againgt you, and destroy thee suddenly. But thus
shdl ye ded with them; ye shdl destroy their dtars, and break down their images, and
cut down their groves, and burn their graven images with fire. For thou art an holy people
unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a specid people unto
himsdlf, above adl people that are upon the face of the earth” (Deuteronomy 7:3-6). Thus,
we see another aspect of marriage—compatibility—articulated in this passage. Such
attributes as truth, righteousness, reverence for the Creator, and purity which were
inherent in the firgt pair prior to the fal would not be fostered by the Isradlites unionin
marriage to hesthen people. God admonished them to keep separate from idolaters.

God s dedlings with Israd in many respects are typicd of the mandates he has established
for the church. (1 Corinthians 10:11; Romans 15:4). Just as Isradl had to meset various
requirements under the Law Covenant arrangement, so pirit-begotten believers of this
age mugt fulfill their covenant obligations to the heavenly Father (Psdm 50.5).



An attitude of mind which the consecrated should embody is reflected in these words
from the Magter: " Anyone who wants to be my follower must love me far more than he
does his own father, mother, wife, children, brothers, or ssters. Y es, more than his own
life—otherwise he cannot be my disciple. And no one can be my disciple who does not
carry hisown cross and follow me' (Luke 14:26,27, Living Bible).

The First Obligation

As new creaiures in Chrigt, whether aready married or contemplating marriage, our first
obligation isto do the will of our heavenly Fether and follow in the footsteps of Jesus.
Faithfulness on our part will require that we seek to gpply Scripturd principleswhich are
pertinent to the state of marriage in our lives,

The married state was given the highest of endorsements when Jesus performed his first
miracle by turning water into wine at the wedding a Cana. The gpostle Paul
acknowledged the propriety of the marriage relationship when he wrote, "marriageis
honorablein dl" (Hebrews 13:4).

The decison to marry or not to marry is a persond one. Notwithstanding the satisfaction
and mutud joy which occurs when serving the Lord with a mate, some of the Lord's dear
ones, when studying the gpostle Paul’ swordsin 1 Corinthians 7:24-38 as well as other
passages of Scripture, may come to the conclusion that for them, it would be to their best
advantage in serving the Lord to maintain themsdvesin the single sate.

Each individua believer, however, should seek to determine the Lord' s will with regard
to the advisability of entering into the matrimonia state. After committing the maiter to
the heavenly Father in prayer, meditating upon the Scriptural testimony concerning
marriage, observing and seeking counsdl from brethren who have chosen to marry, and
then carefully consdering God' s overruling providence, if one’ s consecrated judgment
seemsto indicate it would be a blessing and a spiritual enhancement to continue serving
the Lord within the bonds of matrimony, additiona factors should be consdered in
selecting a mate with whom to spend the remainder of one's consecrated life.

Be Not Unequally Yoked

One important concern would be these words from Paul: "Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?
and what communion hath light with darkness?* (2Corinthians 6:14). Thistext counsels
new creatures to be separate from the aims, ambitions, and spirit of the world aswell as
the erroneous doctrines and practices generally associated with those who are merely
nomind believers This point is further amplified afew verses later when the gpostle
writes. "Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing; and | will recaive you" (2 Corinthians 6:17).

The matter of choosing to be unequally yoked at the start of amarriage rlationship is
quite different from being unequaly yoked by virtue of having become anew cregture in



Chrigt after marriage occurs. The gpostle Paul’ s reference about marrying "only in the
Lord" (1 Corinthians 7:39) has been viewed by some as a commandment and by others as
asuggestion. In Deuteronomy 7:3-6 God warned the | sradlites againgt mixing with the
idolatrous people who were inhabiting Canaan. Since the Old Testament explicitly

reveads God' swill on the subject of marriage concerning natura |sragl, such ingtructions
and these underlying principleswould surdly be of great importance to Chrigtian

believers.

Seeking the Ideal Mate

We are surdly living in stressful times. For those who desire to enter into marriage, it is
often difficult to find a seemingly idedl mate. Certainly none of usis perfect. If adesred
spouse must fit certain detailed specifications, such an individual may prove to be non-

exigent; this may eventualy lead to alowering of expectations.

One should be very reluctant to enter into aunion of marriage based mainly upon mutua
physicd attraction before determining whether there is compatibility spiritudly,
emotionally, and intdlectualy, whether each is motivated by a desire to give to the other
rather than merely recaiving, as wel as having asmilarity of overal goas and outlook
with regard to handling everyday practica maiters. Believers who enter into marriage
should recognize thet their rdationship istypical of the future reationship between Chrigt
and the glorified church. Therefore there are certain principles outlined in the Scriptures
which should guide an earthly union.

The Bible teaches that in the relationship between the sexes, headship resdesin the man:
"But | would have you know, thet the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the
woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God" (1Corinthians 11:3). Properly
understood, this mae headship does not imply tyranny over awoman. In fact if we look
a Chrig in his rdlationship to the church, we see that Jesus epitomizes|ove, care, and
hel pfulness with regard to the interests of hisbride.

As an evidence of our Master’ s loving concern for the church, a portion of the prayer
which he uttered to his father on the night prior to his crucifixion reads "Neither pray |
for these done, but for them aso which shdl believe on me through their word; that they
al may be one; asthou, Father, art in me, and | in thee, that they dso may be onein us.
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me" (John 17:20,21).

As new cregtures both within and outside the marriage arrangement, with our greet
reverence for God as wdll as our supreme desire to be obedient to hiswill, our loving
appreciaion for the magnificent sacrifice of Christ, and our serious strivings to be
conformed to hisimage given the holy spirit’sinfluence in our lives, we should hearken
to the indruction furnished in the Scriptures as we seek to attain this oneness of love,
purpose, spirit, and purity which the Master prayed would be manifested in our lives.



Submission and Its Limits

Ephesians contains ancther familiar text of Scripture which appliesto al new creatures
who are married, whether equally yoked or not: "Wives, submit yoursaves unto your
own hushands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Chrigt is
the head of the church: and heisthe savior of the body. Therefore as the church is subject
unto Chrigt, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your
wives, even as Chrig dso loved the church, and gave himsdlf for it; that he might

sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to
himsdlf a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it

should be holy and without blemish. So ought men to love their wives as their own

bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himsdlf. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh;
but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even asthe Lord the church" (Ephesians 5:22-29).

Note that wives should submit themselves to their husbands in the same manner asthe
church isto be subject to Christ. Our subjection to Christ isawilling one and isinspired
not by fear or force; it is prompted by love, gratitude, veneration, supreme confidence,
and trust that he will care for our every interest. With Chrigt, if we are properly exercised,
our subjection will dways result in blessngs because as our head, in every ingtance, dl
that he will do on our behdf isawaysfor our highest good and best interest. On the
human plane, that isthe ided, but because of imperfection, such is not dwaysthe case.
Therefore the gpostle Paul gives the specid admonition to husbands: "But indeed, let

each one of you, individualy, so love his own wife as himsdlf, that even the wife may
reverence her husband” (Ephesians 5:33, Diaglott).

A husband s love, concern, faithfulness, and sacrificid atitude toward his wife should
have the effect of having her manifest reverence and submission toward him which
otherwise could not occur if he did not conduct himself along such lines as taught in the
Scriptures.

When Ephesians 5:24 speeks of submitting in everything, theimplication isin everything
consistent with righteousness, Christian principles, and the spirit of what would bein
harmony with the divine arrangement. Acts 5:1-10 contains the account of Annanias and
Sapphria. Since she acquiesced in her husband' s evil plan to withhold some of the money
from the land they sold, both were destroyed.

The apostle s further counsd in Ephesians 5:25-29 makesiit clear that the purpose of
Chrig’ s supervison of the church and of our submisson to him is not designed to limit
our spiritud or intellectud abilities, to degrade us, or for any sdfish purposes, but rather
that we may be completely sanctified, made spotless and without blemish. Idedly, asthe
husband would care for his own body and dl of itsinterests, he isto demongtrate the
same concern for hiswife in that heisto provide for her needs, both spiritualy and
temporaly, just as Christ nourishes, protects, counsds, and guides usin hisway of
holiness.



Sometimes difficulties arise when awife has superior abilitiesin aress of the marita
relationship. Quite often today, elther by virtue of education or work experience, awife
may have much greater capabilitiesin terms of money management, arranging affarsin
the home, or a better awareness of how to handle some situations. In such cases there
could be an inclination on her part to assume the place of headship. Such acourse, if
pursued, could prove detrimental to the marriage. To prevent serious difficulties, it would
be incumbent upon her to be extremey tactful by not focusing upon her husband's
weaknesses, but to offer suggestions for his congderation in akindly, appropriate manner
S0 he may thus have greater ingghts and be built up in addition to appreciating her talents
as ahdpmate while il retaining his postion as the head according to the divine
arrangement.

Mutual Support

Some of the consecrated are unequaly yoked. In many instances, spouses may not be
new crestures but are still supportive of their mate' s activities. Surely that isablessing
and if it isthe husband who isthe new cregture, by consideration of hiswife's needs and
his devation to biblica principles, he may enjoy ahappy union. By his example hiswife
may subsequently accept the Lord and both are then able to walk together in spiritua
matters.

Smilarly if thewifeisthe believer and her hushand is a noble and caring individud, he
will be supportive of her and gppreciate her stand for righteousness. It may be that she
will prove to be such a positive influence upon him that he too will ultimately come to
make a consecration to the Lord. However, even if that does not occur, athough she
could not compromise on matters of principle, recognizing the fact that her husband was
respectful of and treated her in akindly and loving manner, she would be obliged to
exercise some moderation and to meet the demands of the marriage relationship by the
execution of her wifdly duties, including providing her husband with a reasonable degree
of companionship even if she could not participatein dl of the spiritud activitieswhich
she might desire.

There are aso some cases where abdiever isin an extremely difficult marriage. In the
world today it is very commonplace to ded with such matters by smply obtaining a
divorce because of irreconcilable differences.

Divorce

Considering the immense sense of joy and ecstasy that is o apparent between a couple
on their wedding day, it dmost seemsimpossible to concelve that such ardationship
could deteriorate to the point where the love which once existed is no longer evident. The
gpostle Paul addressed such circumstances when he wrote: "And unto the married |
command, yet not |, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband: but and if
she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the
husband put away hiswife. But to the rest spesk |, not the Lord: If any brother hath a
wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.



And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell
with her, let her not leave him. For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and
the unbdieving wife is sanctified by the husband: €se were your children unclean; but
now are they holy. But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or asgter is
not under bondage in such cases: but God hath caled usto peace" (1 Corinthians 7:10-
15).

Verse 10 emphasizes the marriage bond is not to be put asunder or broken but it is
intended to be a permanent arrangement until husband and wife are parted in desth
(Matthew 19:6). In the Matthew 19 account, the Pharisees said that M oses permitted
divorce. Jesus said that athough such leniency was permitted under the law, those intent
on the Lord swill should embrace a higher sandard. He stipulates only adulterous
unfaithfulness as the proper grounds for divorce and remarriage. 1 Corinthians 7:11
recognizes that in an extreme case, awife may deem it necessary to leave her husband.
Such separation, however, does not break the bond of marriage. It may furnish an
opportunity for hedling and reconciliation, but not divorce.

1 Corinthians 7:12-15 specifically addresses the problem where one of the partiesisa
believer and the other is not. Even in an extremely difficult marriage, to the extent
possible, the believing husband isto perform his duties carefully even while he patiently
endures thistrid, trusting to God that the sanctifying effect of his spiritud life will a

least be atestimony to hiswife and children. In smilar fashion, the believing wifedso is
to perform her wifdy respongbilitiesin the spirit of meekness, patience, and submisson
to the extent that she can endure the Situation, trusting to God for promised grace and by
example, ds0 manifesting the sanctifying influence in the home and upon her children.

Despite a believer’ s best efforts to maintain the marriage, if the unbdieving husband or
wife chooses to depart, it may wdl be that thisis a providentid overruling by the
heavenly Father for ddiverance and, therefore, no hindrance should be placed in the way
of leaving or the dissolution of the marriage.

Handling Unbearable Spousal Tyranny

In aunion of unequaly yoked individuas, sometimes an impossible Situation may
develop for the believer. If the wife is an unbeliever, she may become so antagonigtic
toward the husband and his beliefs that she could tyrannize the home by forbidding
brethren to visit, destroying truth literature, giving ultimatums which, if followed, would
make it impossible for him to attend meetings and undermine his influence with the
children. Such awife would not view the husband as the head of the home and would
indeed reduce him to the status of servant, as a captive to her demands. In such an
instance where the believing husband could not exercise his proper role within the marita
relaionship, he would be judtified in considering himsdlf as being deserted if dl attempts
at resolving their differences failed. Such trestment on her part would demondirate that
the concept of oneness had been broken and he would be well advised to physicaly
separate himsdf from that environment and live esewhere,



There may be times, too, when the wife is the believer, and the unbdieving hushand's
trestment of her is unbearable. If he through hodtility to her rdigious views becomes a
tyrant, dictatoria, abusive, and demonstrates alack of love and aloss of respect for her
through his treetment of her and, in effect, virtualy expects her to function asadave
instead of someone whom he pledged to love, honor, and cherish, the wife would have
grounds for considering hersdf deserted and should prayerfully look to God for his
leanings and providences so that he may direct the issue for her highest spiritua wefare
and to afford her relief, especidly in a Stuation where children are involved. The
Chrigtian wife has an obligation to be submissive, but there are circumstances where the
spirit of asound mind will dictate that the severity of the Stuation will indicate that the
limits of endurance have been reached and a separation may be necessary.

A new cregiure sfirg obligation isto grive to do the will of God. Marriage is an
indtitution divinely ordained by the heavenly Father and when ordered dong Scriptura
lines, it facilitates the Spirit of oneness. The decison to marry or not is a persond one but
new creatures who do so are advised to marry only in the Lord and thus avoid the
difficulties which often occur when believers are unequaly yoked. Since marriageisa
type of the union between Chrigt and the church, in our human marriages we should be
guided by an gpplication of Scriptura principles which are manifested in this glorious
Spiritua arrangement.

The hope of becoming apart of the Lamb’s wife should serve to strengthen our resolve to
be faithful in the doing of God' swill as revedled to us through his most precious and holy
word.



The Christian as Citizen and Neighbor

The Royal Law

If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself,
ye do well —James 2:8 (KJV)

Tim Thomassen

Biblicdly spesking, the word "Chrigtian” refersto afollower of Christ. Theword is

found three times in the New Testament (Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16). Nelson's Bible
Dictionary makes this observation: "In modern times the name Christian has been
somewhat emptied of its true meaning as afollower of Chrigt. To some today, Chrigtian
means little more than a European or American who is not Jewish, while others have
sought to make its proper use the name of a particular denomination. However, its

origind meaning isanoble one, of which any follower of Christ can rightly be proud.”

Since Chrigians are followers of Chrig, it isimportant to know what Christ taught and to
examine closdly any other relevant Scriptura teachings concerning the obligations of
Chridtians.,

Civic Obligations

In Matthew 22:17 the Pharisees asked Jesus, "Isit lawful to pay taxesto Caesar, or
not?'* In verse 18 we read: "But Jesus, aware of their mdice, said, Why put meto the
test, you hypocrites? Show me the money for the tax. And they brought im acoin. And
Jesus said to them, Whose likeness and inscription isthis? They said, Caesar’s. Then he
said to them, Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’ s, and to God the
things that are God's."

This suggests that Chrigtians should be willing to promote the well-being and

maintenance of earthly governments. Certainly it isour duty and responsbility to obey

the laws of the land aslong as they do not conflict with God' s sandards. The teachings of
Jesus, Paul, and Peter are clear about this.

On at least one other occasion Jesus indicated that his followers should comply with the
regulations aruling civil government imposed regarding the payment of taxes (Matthew
17:25-27). It isggnificant that Jesus gpoke to an audience which included some whose
objection to paying taxes was made to look like areligious virtue,

A Chrigian’ s foremost respongbility isto live alife that is pleasing to the heavenly
Father and in accordance with his divine principles. God expects heart dlegiance from
his children. But this does not release us from our biblicaly-delineated earthly
respongbilities. "While our citizenship isin heaven ... neverthdess, like dl other



foreigners, we are to be subject ... to the laws of the country in which we may be living'
(Reprints, p. 5928).

Chrigtians must never do anything that would cause their conscience to be compromised.
However, in dl other matters, Christians must be submissve to the civil authorities, their
laws, and ordinances.

In Romans 12:9-21 Paul outlines some generd requirementsinvolved in living anew life
in Chrigt, described by the phrase "new creature” in 2 Corinthians 5:17. In Romans 13 he
focuses upon the specific example of the rdationship of Chrigiansto the date: "L et every
person be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except from God,
and those that exist have been ingtituted by God" (Romans 13:1). Weread in verse seven:
"Pay dl of them their dues, taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is
due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.”

"Within less than a generation of the founding of the church this [issue of Church state
relationship] had become an urgent problem. It has remained so ever since, but in most
ages Chrigtians have tended to ignore it until circumstances have suddenly made it
crucidly important. A criss seldom finds the church forearmed with an adequate
interpretation of the prerogatives of the state. Under pressure Christians have either
granted the ruler too much latitude, or €lse have refused to concede him what he isfully
entitled to dam. As aresult they have been unduly subservient in some periods, whilein
others they have alowed no satisfactory place in their thought for the necessary functions
of the state."—The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. 9, p. 598.

The readers of Paul’sletter to the Romans were mainly Gentiles. In the two smilar
Stuations addressed by Jesusin Matthew 17 and 22 the audience consisted of Jews.
Paying taxes to Rome was not unusud. Infact it might be likened to the adage that only
two thingsin life are sure: desth and paying taxes.

Praying for Governments

The Roman government played an important role in the life of its citizens and subjects.
Paul and others were undoubtedly thankful for Rome's provison of relatively safe roads
and seas within the empire' s confines. Paul was so most likely grateful for the
protection afforded him by the Roman rulers when he was threstened by angry mobs.

Paul wrote: "Firg of dl, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for al men, for kings and adl who arein high postions, that we
may lead aquiet and peaceable life, godly and respectful in every way. Thisis good, and
it is acceptable in the sght of God our Savior” (1Timothy 2:1-3). When we pray for our
leaders and those in authority, we might fedl less prone to criticize them and be more
cognizant of the heavy burdens which rest upon them. As the kingdoms of earth continue
to crumble and disintegrate, we should expect the task of governance to become
increasingly difficult. Arnold J. Toynbee was quoted as having once said that "o long as



origind sin remains an dement in human nature, Caesar will dways have plenty to do*
(The Interpreter’s Bible,val. 12, p. 115).

Leadersin their imperfect condition will make mistakes. The psamist wrote that he "was
brought forth in iniquity, and in 9n did my mother concave me' (Psdm 51.5). That is
true of the whole human race. Therefore Chrigtians should remember that "to err is
human; to forgive is divine.

Paul gives us another reason for such prayers. Aswe pray earnestly for our leaders, we
are aso furthering our own best interests. Such prayers will better enable usto lead a
peaceful and godly life. "Our prayer for them [leaders] should be dong the lines that
would be most hdpful for the interests of the Church” (Reprints, p. 4516).

Submission

Paul ingtructed Titus to remind the brethren "to be submissve to rulers and authorities, to
be obedient, to be ready for any honest work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling,
to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward dl men" (Titus 3:1,2). These
characteristics should be engrained so that they become second nature to us. Thiswill be
easer to do if wewalk by the spirit, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh (Galaians
5:16). "The spirit of submission, rather than of contention, is enjoined upon thewhole
Church in its relationship to civil ordinances of men” (Reprints, p. 1553).

Peter issued asmilar exhortation to the brethren: "Be subject for the Lord’ s sake to every
human ingtitution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by
him to punish those who do wrong and to praise those who do right. For it is God' swill
that by doing right you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. Live asfree
men, yet without using your freedom as a pretext for evil; but live as servants of God.
Honor &l men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor” (1 Peter 2:13-17).

Thus Chrigtians should be law-abiding. Y et this does not mean that we should comply
with evil as Peter’ s satement to the Sanhedrin makes clear: "Whether it beright in the
sght of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judgeye' (Acts 4:19, KWV).

"The Chrigtian, wherever he lives, is not a man without a country.” He must

acknowledge and bear his responsihility to governmenta authority and its lesser
authoritiesin the palitical reelm. Whether that authority is aking, a congress representing
the will of the people, or atyrant such as Nero (who was emperor of Rome &t the time
Peter wrote these words), the Chrigtian is to honor this power as sent by God properly to
order human society, to keep socid life from chaos, to be a deterrent to evildoers, and to
be arewarder of those who do right."—The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. 12, p. 114.

In addition to informing us of our role as citizens, the Scriptures dso contain ingruction
regarding our responsihility toward our neighbors as well.



""Who is my Neighbor"

The word neighbor suggests afriend, close associate, or a person who lives nearby. The
ninth and tenth commandments (Exodus 20:16,17; Deuteronomy 5:20,21) prohibited the
defaming or dandering of aneighbor and condemned the envying of anything possessed
by aneighbor. According to the Mosaic law, a Jew was not to cheet or rob his neighbor
(Leviticus 19:13). The maiming or disfigurement of a neighbor was punishable by the
retribution of an "eye for an eye, tooth for tooth” (Leviticus 24:19,20). We are told that
"he who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy” (Proverbs
14:21, NIV).

Consder these mgestic words: "These are the things that ye shdl do: spesk ye every man
the truth with his neighbor; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates, and et
none of you devise evil in your hearts againg his neighbor; and love no fase oath: for all
these are thingsthat | hate, saith Jehovah" (Zechariah 8:16,17, ASV). Paul quotes verse
16: "Therefore, putting away fasehood, let every one speak the truth with his neighbor,
for we are members one of another” (Ephesians 4:25). "He who is honest with himself

will be honest with God, and be honest dso with hisfdlow-men" (Reprints, p. 2944).

Jesus summarized the Law in the words of Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. When
asked which is the great commandment in the law, he sad: ™Y ou shdl love the Lord your
God with dl your heart, and with dl your soul, and with al your mind. Thisisthe grest
and firs commandment. And a second islikeit, You shdl love your neighbor as yoursdf.
On these two commandments depend al the law and the prophets' (Matthew 22:36-40).

Paul wrote that we should "Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for he who
loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. The commandments, Y ou shdl not commit
adultery, You shdl not kill, Y ou shdl not stedl, Y ou shal not covet,” and any other
commandment, are summed up in this sentence, Y ou shdl love your neighbor as
yoursdlf.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law”
(Romans 13:8-10). When one loves his neighbor, dl of the separate requirements of the
Law arefulfilled.

Paul dso wrote: "The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your

neighbor as yoursdf'" (Gaatians 5:14, NIV). We should love our neighbor not because a
commandment disobeyed would result in punishment or if fulfilled would bring reward.
No, we should do so because it is our [new] nature to do so. Christians should
demondtrate the same love for their neighbor that they would have for themselves, the
same desirefor hiswefare, his progperity, his happiness, his hedth, reputation, property
and fedings (see Reprints, p. 4401). Love proves a Chrigtian has a positive commitment
and sincere desire to obey God.

The New Testament uses three Greek words that are generdly trandated neighbor:

gei 'ton, "oneliving in the same land" (Luke 14:12; John 9:8); pe-ri ol-kos, an adjective
meaning "dwelling around," used as anoun in Luke 1:58; and ple-si ‘on, "near,”" used with
the article /10, "the," as, "the (one) near” (Romans 13:10; Ephesians 4:25).



Jesus deegpened the gppreciation of the word ple-si ‘on when alawyer tried to test him
with the question: "And who ismy neighbor?' (Luke 10:29). In the mind of many Jews, a
"neighbor" was smply a"Jew" in capitd letters. The only neighborhood recognized by
this group was the narrow community of Hebrew speech and sympathies. Such a Hebrew
mind was asinsular asits land.

The lawyer may have wished to imply that the Mosaic law did not include everybody as
his neighbor. Aware of the reason behind the lawyer’ s question, Jesus answered by
giving the parable of the Good Samaritan. By his answer Jesus showed that the word
"neighbor" is abroad word that cannot be circumscribed by any boundary of race or
ethnicity. The Samaritans were members of arace againgt which Jewish sentiments were
strong, but they were a people Jesus cared deeply about.

In the end the lawyer answered his own question. After describing the reaction of the
priest, Levite, and Samaritan when they came upon a man who was badly beaten by
robbers, Jesus asked: "Which of these three, do you think, proved neighbor to the man
who fell among robbers? He said, The one who showed mercy on him. And Jesus said to
him, "Go and do likewisg" (Luke 10:36,37). The lawyer could not bring himsdf to
pronounce the much despised term, " Samaritan.” But thet is clearly the one he had in
mind as the answer to the question.

This parableis an illugtration of the Golden Rule: do to others as you would have them

do to you, were the circumstances reversed and your places changed. Put yourself in your
neighbor’s shoes. The parable aso teaches us alesson of humanity, the neighborhood and
brotherhood of man. Mankind is divided into groups with differing customs, languages,
and names. But such digtinctions are superficia and temporary. God does not show
favoritiam (Acts 10:34) nor should Chrigtiang! Jesus did not see humanity as a group of
factions, but asa unit.

Jameswrote "But if you show favoritism, you sn and are convicted by the law as
lawbreakers. For whoever keeps the whole law and yet sumbles at just one point is guilty
of breaking dl of it" (James 2:9,10, NIV). As Christians we are not to serve the letter of
the law but its spirit.

Ancther lesson for Chrigtians concerns the showing of mercy and the sacrificing of sdif.
We should train our eye to see the needs of others, to read their woes. We should be
sympathetic, lending a heping hand whenever possble. If welift aload, bind up the
wounds, brighten alife that might otherwise be dark, and put music within our neighbor’s
soul, we will be"doing likewise™" Let us be living examples of the gpogtl€ sinjunction

that "as we have opportunity, let us do good to al men, and especidly to those who are of
the household of faith” (Gaatians 6:10).

May we take to heart and follow Paul’ singtructions. "Therefore, as God' s chosen people,
holy and dearly loved, clothe yoursdves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have



againg one another. Forgive asthe Lord forgave you. And over al these virtues put on
love, which binds them dl together in perfect unity” (Colossians 3:12-14, NIV).

We should cultivate the various graces of the spirit which were illugtrated for usin the
life of our Lord Jesus. We, like him, should manifest adispostion of largeness and
generosity of heart toward everybody and everything—toward our brethren, our friends
and relatives, our enemies, the anima creation as wdl as toward our neighbors, whoever
and wherever they might be.



NEWS AND VIEWS

Pastoral Bible Institute News

PBI Directors Elected

The members of the Pastord Bible Indtitute have dected these seven individuads to sarve
as directors for the next 12 months:

Francis Earl

Len Griehs

Carl Hagensick
Michael Nekora
Andrew Polychronis
George Tabac

Tim Thomasen

L etters

| do thank you for The Herald you' ve subscribed me to. Thanks and blessings. | saw one
of your handouts in a prison year when | went there to preach as an evangdid. | found it
to be a hep and wanted more to enhance my outreach service in my community sincel
do serve a other indtitutions. | also found the content very useful sncethisis not
preached in our loca churches. | would like your help in my outreach activity. Please
send me more hand- outs and aso some persond study books to equip mein this caling.

—A reader in Ghana
World News
Religious

The supreme leader of Afghanistan’s ruling Taiban movement warned that any Afghan
converting to Chridtianity or promoting other religions will be executed. In his decree,
Mullah Mohammed Omar aso warned booksdllers that they face five yearsin prison if
they sdl materid insuting Idam or promating "wrong bdiefs" He warned that enemies
of Idam based within Afghanistan and outside it-such as in Pakistan-were trying to
seduce Mudims through money and other incentives to convert to Chritianity or
Judaism.

—Los Angdes Times, 1/9/2001



In what was called an important victory for religious freedom in Russia, a Mascow court
threw out a case that sought to outlaw the [ Jehovah’s Witnesses] in the capitd.
Prosecutors in Moscow’ s northern digtrict launched the case in early 1999 based on
Russid s controversid 1997 law on religion, designed to limit the activities of foreign
religious organizations. Human rights groups welcomed Friday’ s decision but cautioned
that harassment of many rdigious groups by bureaucrats and police remains common in
Russa The court cdled in five experts to examine the literature of the Jehovah's
Witnesses before the judge dismissed the prosecutor’ s case for the ban. The 1997 religion
law forced many denominations to go through a difficult registration process. The only
ones excused were those defined as "traditiond” to Russa Russian Orthodoxy, Judaism,
Idam and Buddhism. The Savation Army’ s regigtration was rejected by the city of
Moscow in 1999, and it has been struggling since then to have the decision overturned.

—Los Angeles Times, 2/24/2001

Rev. Dirk Ficca of Chicago, ddlivered a paper a the Presbyterian Peacemaking
Conference in Orange, CA. He discussed the criteriafor salvation. The Presbyterian
(USA) Church's gatement of faith affirmsthat savation isonly possible through belief in
Jesus Chrigt. Rev. Ficca, the director of the Parliament of the World' s Religionsin
Chicago IL suggested that an omnipotent and merciful God might provide other avenues
to sdvation for Jaws and Mudims and other non-believersin Chrig. This suggestion
ignited afirestorm of protest from conservative dements within the Presbyterian Church.
Twenty-one sessions and one presbytery called for the church’s Generd Assembly
Council (GAC) to. . . ether discipline Ficca or disavow the heretical views he expressed.
The GAC approved a document that affirms, "the Lordship of Jesus Christ and our
sdvation through Chrigt." However, the GAC did not comment on the salvation Status of
the other four billion humans on earth.

—Presbyterian Conference USA NEWS, 2/24/2001
Socid

Chinese authorities defying the outcry from internationa human rights advocates, sl
organs taken from executed prisoners. China executes more prisoners than the rest of the
world combined [s0] it can supply foreigners willing to pay to avoid the long waiting lists
for donated organs in their home countries. Though some regulations exist [to curb
abuses], they are poorly enforced and not backed up by laws.

—U.S. News & World Report, 2/5/2001

Of the 36 million adults and children in the world living with HIV/AIDS in 2000, more
than 70% were in sub-Saharan Africa. 17 million Africans have died since the AIDS
epidemic began in the late 1970s, more than 3.7 million of them children. An estimated
36% of adults are infected with HIV/AIDS. in Botswana, the highest rate in Africa
Swarziland, Zimbabwe, and Lesotho are a 25%.The rate for South Africais 20%, up from
13% in 1997. Infection soars, stigma hardens, denia hastens deeth, and the chasm



between knowledge and behavior widens. The present disaster . . . could wreck the
region’ s frail economies, break down civil societies and incite politica ingtability.

—Time, 2/12/2001

Tuberculoss and maariaare raging out of control in much of the world. It is sobering to
note that more than 400 million people fdl ill with malaria each year; of these, upto 3
million die, most of them children. At present, neither disease is atremendous problemin
the U.S. or Western Europe, but that happy Stuation may not last forever, especidly
where TB is concerned. In 1992, at the height of a mini-epidemic in New Y ork City,
3,800 new cases of TB erupted; hardest hit were AIDS sufferers and the homeless, as
well as prison and hospita populations, athird of whom showed drug resstance.

—Time, 1/15/2001

Scientists have decoded the DNA of alethd srain of E. coli bacteria-an advance that
could one day save lives and prevent thousands of illnesses each year. The complete
genetic blueprint of E. coli type O157:H7 should help guide scientists toward the creation
of avaccine againg the germ for cattle and other animals. That, in turn, would lower the
risk that people will get sck from contaminated hamburger or other sources. "Now we
have the whole picture," said James Kaper, a Univergty of Maryland microbiologist who
gpecidizesin E. coli research. The study was done by ateam of more than two dozen
Univerdty of Wisconsn researchers and others. While harmless E. cali livesin the gut of
humans, the dangerous type has been responsible for major outbreaks of disease since
1982 when it was first identified in contaminated hamburger. It causes a savere form of
bloody diarrhea and can cause serious, even fatal, kidney damage. About 73,000 people
were infected last year in the United States, and 60 died, according to the federa
government. The infections are most dangerous to young children and the elderly.

—Associated Press, 1/24/2001
Financid

Sectarian and ethnic violence in Indonesiais accelerating on severd fronts, provoking

fear that the country may be headed for disaster. The World Bank warned on Friday that
Indonesia could face economic collapse unless order is restored. Thousands have been
killed in an ondaught by extremist Mudim jihad warriorsin the far esstern Mauku
archipdago and in fighting between separatist rebels and government troops in Aceh. The
extremist Mudim group Laskar Jihad continues to mount an offensve aimed at
eradicating Chrigtians from the area. Over the past two years thousands have died and
tens of thousands have been displaced. In Laskar Jhad' s guidebook, the group maintains
it isthe duty of dl Mudimsto liberate their country from the "infidd West" through a

holy war againg Chrigtians.

—Newsroom.com, 2/23/2001



Leaders of the most populous Mudim nations, some of them entangled in crises at home,
ared grievances about globdization & a summit in Cairo. Egyptian Presdent Hosni
Mubarak, taking over chairmanship of the D-8 group of developing countries, opened the
one-day gathering with a gripe about unfair terms of trade. "Open marketsin today’s
world are basicaly accessible for the products of advanced countries, while our exports .
.. are faced every day with new protectionist procedures, overt or covert, that impede
their access to the advanced countries markets,” [he said]. D-8 members-Bangladesh,
Egypt, Iran, Indonesia, Malaysa, Nigeria, Pakistan and Turkey-have a combined
population of 800 million, but only afour percent sharein world trade.

—Reuters, 2/27/2001

China has launched a nationwide crackdown on tax fraud that may rank as the country’s
biggest corruption scanda since the communist revolution in 1949. Government officids,
gpesking on condition of anonymity, said the fraud could eclipse a smuggling scam
uncovered last year that involved about $6bn. The scanda appears to have centered
around port citiesin the southern province of Guangdong. Indl, 11 provinces or
autonomous regions are being investigated. The scandd, which involves the issue of fake
export certificates that alow exportersto claim tax rebates, is disrupting Chinese trading
companies and hitting the country’ s trade baance, traders and offi cids said. The
crackdown, ordered by Zhu Rongji, the premier, in December, is part of frenetic attempts
to combat atide of officia corruption and organised crime that appears to have infected
amost dl of China s body palitic. Total exports last year were reported at $249.2bn, up
27.8 per cent from 1999-an increase that some trade experts believe may be overstated
because of the volume of faked export certificates.

—Financid Times, 2/15/2001
Civil

The U.S. Supreme Court, later this year, is expected to decide whether the use of
"therma imaging” is an uncondiitutiond invasion of privacy. In 1999, the Cdifornia
legidature decided grocery stores could not sdll or share information amassed through
gore discount cards. The Clinton adminigtration, in its final weeks, issued new rules
regulating access to hedth care information. Those rules, which have not yet taken effect,
were intended to boost medica privacy, but critics say the opposite might happen. In
short, there are myriad court decisons and existing and proposed state and federa laws
that seek to protect the collection and dissemination of persond data. Those laws reflect
what public opinion polls consstently show-that people are concerned, especialy in the
modern digita age, about keeping their persona financid, hedth care and other
consumer information private. In one poll (conducted by the firm Louis Harris for
Business Week magazine last year), 70 percent of those surveyed said they’ ve been
victimized by whet they considered an invasion of privacy.

—CNSNews.com, 2/26/2001



A U.N. tribuna on Monday convicted a Bosnian Croat politica leader and amilitary
commander of war crimes for ordering the systematic murder and persecution of Mudim
civilians during the Bosnian war. Prosecutors protested that the sentences- 25 years and
15 years-were too light for the severity of the crimes. The men could have been sentenced
to life imprisonment. Presiding Judge Richard May of Britain said attacks on villages
"were characterized by aruthlessness and savagery and in which no distinction was made
asto the age of itsvictims young and old were either murdered or expelled and their
houses were burned. The tota number of dead may never be known, but it runsinto
hundreds, with thousands expelled,” he said. The court convicted Mario Cerkez, 41, a
Croat military commeander, of leading attacks againg Mudim villages during the Bosnian
war in 1993-94. He received a 15-year sentence. The tribuna said Dario Kordic, aleader
of the nationalist Croatian Democratic Union and of the Croatian Defense Council,

helped plan and organize a campaign to drive Mudims from an area the Croats wanted to
make part of the newly created state of Croatia. Kordic, 40, was sentenced to 25 years
imprisonment. The worst of the massacreswas in Ahmici on April 16, 1993, when
Croatian militiamen sormed into Mudim homes. Entire families were gunned down and
houses sat ablaze. Some victims were burned dive. Before the attack, 356 Mudims and
87 Croats lived in the village. Immediately afterward, no Mudims remained. Croat

homes were |eft untouched. Kordic and Cerkez were charged with 44 counts of murder,
persecution, plunder and other war crimes or crimes againgt humanity.

—Associated Press, 2/26/2001
|srael

AsaJdew living in the United States, | have long denied mysdlf the right to intervenein
Isragl’ sinternal debates. | consder Isradl’ s destiny mine as wdl, Snce my own memory
is bound up with its history. But the palitics of Isradl concerns me only indirectly. | find
its electora vagaries interesting, its blunders embarrassing, but as| am not an Isradli
citizen, | am not directly involved. Now, though, the topic is Jerusdlem. Its fate affects
not only Isradlis, but dso Diagpora Jews like mysdlf. Thefact that | do not livein
Jerusdem is secondary; Jerusalem lives within me. Forever inherent in my Jewishness, it
is a the center of my commitments and my dreams. Jerusdem, forme, is above palitics.
Mentioned more than 600 timesin the Bible, Jerusalem is the nationa landmark of
Jewish tradition. It represents our collective soul. It is Jeruslem that binds one Jew to
another. Thereisnot a prayer more beautiful or nostalgic than the one which evokes the
gplendor of its past and the shattering and enduring memory of its destruction.

—Elie Wiesd (winner,1986 Nobel Peace Prize, now a professor of humanities at Boston
Univergty)

A large concentration of Iragi troops was recently deployed on the Syrian border under an
agreement between Iragi dictator Saddam Hussein and Syrian president Bashar Assad.
Saddam moved the troops into position after consulting Assad and securing permission.
Assad apparently seized this as an opportunity to warn Isradl thet if it enacts its threet to
attack Syriaas aresponse to a strike by Hizbullah, then Israel would have to face a much



larger-scale threat of Syrian forces backed-up by Iragis. The United States warned
Damascus it was playing with fire and the Middle East could take a dangerous turn for
the worse. The Iragis have concentrated troops on the Syrian border twice in the past few
weeks. Thefirg time, the Iragi force was four to five divisons. A short while later the
troops were withdrawn deep into Iraqgi territory and Baghdad said it was an exercise. A
amilar maneuver took place a short time afterward with a smaller force.

—IMRA, 1/24/2001

Israel and the Mideast region are under a potentia threat from nuclear weaponsin Iraq
and Iran, the chief adviser to Prime Minigter-dect Ariel Sharon said in aninterview in a
German newspaper on Friday. The short-term danger was smdl "but we must not forget
that Iraq and Iran are working hard on dangerous weapons,” Zalmon Shova, 70, the
former ambassador to the United States, told the mass-circulation Bild Zeitung. He said
the two countries were working on carrier systems and nuclear wegpons, which
represented athreat not only to Isragl but to dl other statesin the region. However, |sragl
would defend itsdf "very effectively” if it were attacked, Shova said.

—Ha Aretz, Bild Zeitung, 2/23/2001

Arid Sharon, flush from an dection victory seen as a mandate to veto more concessons
to the Pdestinians, pledged in asymbolic pilgrimage to Judaism’s Western Wall on
Wednesday that Jerusdlem will remain in Isragli hands forever. Sharon’s promise,
delivered the day after his decisve win over incumbent Prime Minister Ehud Barak, ran
directly counter to akey Paestinian demand for control over Jerusdem’swaled Old City
and its holy shrines. Palestinians said they would not contemplate any Isradli proposas
that fal short of Barak’s most recent offer-a Paestinian gate in virtudly dl of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, aswell as parts of Jerusalem. Sharon has ruled out such
concessions, and said he wouldn't begin talks until violence ends.

—Associated Press, 2/7/2001
Book Review

The Restitution of All Things, Andrew Jukes, Concordant Publishing Concern, Canyon
Country, CA. (Origindly published in 1867; reprinted in 1976.) 194 pages.

Andrew Jukes was born in England in 1815 and studied at Trinity College in Cambridge.
He was active among the Plymouth Brethren assemblies and authored many works. Many
Bible Students have & least one of his popular writingsin their library: The Four Views
of Christ; The Law of the of the Offerings; Types in Genesis; The Names of God.
However, most do not know about Jukes most unpopular book: The Second Death and
The Restitution of All Things. Written after many of his other publications, it was
suppressed for many years. Kregel Publishing, which has reprinted most of his works,

dill refusesto publish thisone.



For many years, Jukes entertained unpopular thoughts about the destiny of the human
race, discussed them with friends, and findly put them down in thistreatise. His then
unpopular conclusion is best communicated in his own words from the preface:

"Men's hearts, now perhaps more than in any former age, are everywhere moved to
enquire into the nature and ingpiration of Holy Scriptures, and the destiny of the human
race, more especidly the future state of sinners, as taught in Holy Scripture. Many are
perplexed, hestating to receive as perfect and divine areveation which, they aretold, in
the name of God consigns alarge proportion of those who in some sense at least are His
offgoring to everlagting misery.”

The Restitution of All Things was written as a letter to afriend who was perplexed by this
issue. Init, Jukes supports the propositions that: 1) the purpose of God by the first-fruits

or firs-born isto save and bless the later-born; 2) this purpose is fulfilled in successve
worlds or ages through a resurrection from the dead, not al at once, but in stages; 3)
unbelievers will be reconciled to God through a resurrection, not abandoned in torment.

Jukes was born and wrote mostly before the time the harvest message took shapein the
late 1800s and early 1900s. He died in 1901. Even this treatise shows arather
rudimentary understanding of truth by today’ s sandards. However, hisindgghtsinto
man’s savation are worthy of note, especialy consdering the opposition he faced from
other prominent scholars. Clearly, sincere seekers of truth &t that time were questioning
the doctrine of eternd torment, embracing the concept of man'sreturn to his origina
date, and noting the Scriptures that taught resurrection, not immortality.

The book in photocopy form may be obtained by writing to Concordant Publishing
Concern, 15570 W. Knochaven, Canyon Country CA 91351.

-Len Griehs



The Christian Teen

In the Days of Thy Y outh

Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith, and

purity,
show yourself an example of those who believe.—1 Timothy 4.:12 (NASB)

Aaron Marten [age 18]

At the time Paul gave this exhortation, Timothy was a mature adult charged with the
supervison of the church a Ephesus. However, he was evidently a generation younger
than Paul, and others of the elders at Ephesus, and comparatively young. Thuswe can
extract from this counsd some good advice for the younger ones among the Lord's
people, whether they have made a consecration unto desth or not. They areto be an
example to the world in their thoughts, words, and actions. Whether or not they are
running "for the prize of the high cdling” (Philippians 3:14), thereisaleve of integrity
and principle expected of them by God, the brethren, and even the world. But it is
sometimes difficult to determine exactly what they are expected to do or how to do it,
especidly in the trangtion time of adolescence.

Teens are epecidly in danger from the temptations of the world. When they were very
young, their parents protected them from many evil influences and painful truths about
the world in which they live. Asthey become older they are exposed to such things as
seX, drugs, and violence. The adversary knows they are easy prey if they do not have a
proper foundation of truth and how to gpply it to their lives.

It is hard to see how some dements of truth might play arole in everyday living. Would,
forexample, knowing about the types in the Tabernacle or the 2,520 yearsin the Times of
the Gentiles affect how teenslive their lives? Probably not. But these doctrines do have
an important role because they are dementsin understanding the Divine Plan. The
Scriptures should supply the principles given by the Lord for spiritua growth.

"Let no one look down on your youthfulness"

Adults sometimes discriminate againgt teens and a times it is understandable. We have
not lived in the world as long as adults, so when we act as though we know as much asan
adult with congderably more experience, we are inevitably looked down upon for our
youthfulness.

If we follow the counsd Paul gives, it will help us not to fdl into that trgp, to not be
viewed or treated as atypicd, unwise teenager.



""An example in speech"

The language of our society has been steadily degrading. Cursing has become common
for many. The Lord' s nameistaken in vain regularly in the media. Oneis more likely to
gick out in ateenage group if one does not swear. By holding one' stongue from
offensve and crude words, a teen can be an example to hisfriendsin the world.

But curang is probably not the kind of speech to which Paul refers. Heis probably
reflecting on the words of David: "Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from spesking
guile" (Psalm 34:13). Speaking evil of someoneis an easy trap to fdl into and we dl may
do it more often than we may redize. It can lead to acumulative effect and eventudly
ruin areputation. It is best to always think twice before spesking of someone who is not
present. If it is something one could comfortably say to their face, it is probably dl right.

Another aspect of speech teens should control and thus become an example, is respect
forthose who are older. By just doing such smple things as cdling brethren by thetitles
of "brother” or "sigter" or by talking more respectfully to teachers and other adults with
whom they speak, we can be examples to our peers and even to many adults.

There is dso another kind of speech God would be most pleased to hear. We dl can be
examples in speech by spreading the precious words of truth that we hold dear.
Witnessing is something that many, even many consecrated, do not do easily. If teens
dart telling friends and family about the truth, it will become easier asthe years go by; it
may even give older brethren the courage to do more witnessing themsdlves.

""An example in conduct"

Reverence is akey characteristic of an ambassador of Chrit. It accompanies Paul’s
ingructions to "pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Obvioudy we cannot be
adwaysin a date of extreme reverence, but we should aways be thinking of God in
everything we do.

A popular phrase commonly seen today is, "What would Jesus do?' It isawise dogan
but it is not dways practicd. There are many Stuations where there is no guidance from
Jesus. Perhaps a better saying would be, "What would Jesus say if he were having this
experience?’

How can we determine the will of our Lord in agiven Stuation? It can only be through
the study of the Word of God. To know how to conduct oursalves, we must look to Christ
asour example.

A key problem among teenagersis self-control. The lack of self-control can be seenin
high teen pregnancy and abortion rates, and escalating levels of drug and acohol abuse.
As Chrigtians we must hold fast to the control we have over oursalves and to the free will
given to us as a gift from God.



""An example in love"

Loveisthe foundation of Christian character. Without it, dl eseisvain griving (1
Corinthians 13:1-13). This does not mean we should show love just toward those of our
own age. We must show love to dl the brethren, even to the world.

We manifest our love for our brethren in various ways. We can provide help in
innumerable ways to our ecclesas. We can volunteer to help with the work to be done at
conventions. We can assist younger children and help in the kitchen at camps. We can
become good friends with someone who is perhaps older and londly. Love for the
brethren is something that will be evident by the actions we do for them.

Lovefor theworld is different. It isakind of love related to loving one' s enemy. We are
told the world will hate us because of Chrigt (John 15:19). How can we love people who
hate us? The answer liesin the words. "God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting

life" (John 3:16). We must look at the world through God' s eyes if we are to understand
how we can loveit. We must study the attributes and character of God. If weever find
oursalves inadvertently forming a hatred towards someone, we need to remember that
God sent his son to die for them too.

""An example in faith"

Faith ssemsto be in short supply in the world. More and more people are losing their
faith in God. Citizens lack confidence and faith in government. We must stand as pillars
of fath in these times of doubt. We must have faith in God and faith that he will carry out
his plans and purposes.

We can demondtrate our faith in God in many ways. Witnessing is the best way to
express our faith to those not in the truth. Even something as smple as saying "God
willing" when talking of the future can be awonderful expresson of fathto a

nonbeliever. We express our faith in God whenever we refute Darwinian theories or any
philosophy that contradicts the beautiful truth of the Divine Plan. We show our faith if we
pray in arestaurant or cafeteria before amed. We show faith to the world by attending
ecclesiamesetings and conventions because we are setting aside worldly gppointments. By
living a Chridtian lifestyle we can be pillars of faith.

Our fath in the kingdom affects our thoughts and our actions. When we read of eventsin
Isradl or hear of horrible tragedies, we are assured by our faith that the kingdom can and
will fix al the problems the world is having today. We know that dl the pain and
emptiness our friends in the world may have will be heded when they are resurrected in
that glorious day. The knowledge of the kingdom affects many decisions we make in our
life. It forces usto think in the context of eternity instead of an average human life span.
Weredize it redly is more important to store treasures in heaven than on earth because
earthly tressures will soon pass away. It makes us think about time from God's
standpoint.



""An example in purity"

None of usistruly pure. If we were, we would not need the ransom. Nonetheless we are
to gtrive to be free from sin and fleshly desires. We should seek to be both physicaly
pure and mentaly pure. Although harder to obtain, mentd purity is the key to building a
Chrig-like character.

Physcd purity involves keeping the body pure. We are admonished to do this because
we are temples of the holy spirit: "Hee immoraity. Every other Sn that a man commitsis
outside the body, but the immora man sins againg his own body. Or do you not know
that your body isatemple of the holy sairit that isin you, whom you have from God, and
that you are not your own?' (1 Corinthians 6:18,19, NASB) In verse 18, Paul specificaly
addresses sexud purity. Abstinence from sexud activity was once the norm; now it isthe
exception in socid relationships. Yet itisakey principle and atype of the virgin bride of
Christ. We canbe examples of purity to those in the world by clearly making known our
decisons on this subject.

Mentd purity involves keeping one s mind from dl evil and sinful thoughts so that one
may focus more on God. "Finaly, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there
be any praise, think on these things' (Philippians 4:8). This Scripture should test what we
choose to see, hear, do, or think of to determineif it is pure and will help us maintain the
purity of character God wantsto seein us.

"Show yourself an exampleof those who believe"

It is most important to remember that what we do is areflection of other believers. If we
appear to be hypocrites, those in the world may think al the brethren are hypocrites. If
we show no love, those in the world may think our heavenly Father has no love. We are
truly ambassadors for Chrigt in every thing we do and every word we say. It isvitdly
important for us as babesin Christ to study God' s word and maintain our focus on God

and his coming kingdom.



Christianity in the Workplace

Applied Christianity at the Office

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things
shall be added unto you.—Matthew 6:33 (KJV)

Leonard Griehs

As consecrated believers we ought aways to represent that which we redly believe. Our
actions ought to reflect the beliefs and principles we hold most precious. Chridtianity is

an exercise in sAf-discipline throughout every aspect of our life (1Corinthians 9:24-27).

If Chrigtians reach a position of importance in the businessworld or other sphere of
influence, they mugt battle hard to distinguish themselves from other successful people.
Affluenceis preached as agod by society; indulgenceis easy to rationdize. As

suggested by the opening text, the Lord's people are expected to live dways for the Lord
first and for the world last.

Jesus sad, "What good will it be for aman if he gains the whole word, yet forfets his
soul? Or what can aman give in exchange for his soul?** (Maithew 16:26). When on€e's
heart stops beating, the things that required so much work—nbig cars, lavish homes,
expensve vacations, and large bank accounts—are of no use. What should redly matter
to consecrated Chrigtiansis how they have represented the Lord in dl of life seffars

Jesus warned about the dangers of failing to get our priorities straight: Do not store up
for yoursalves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break
in and stedl. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasureis, there
your heart will be ds0" (Matthew 6:19-21).

Christian Principles in Business

While Jesus focused primarily on our spiritua development, we can find principles and
lessons for the workplace in his teaching. Two recent books use Jesus wordsin
approaching the workplace Leadership by the Book by Ken Blanchard, Bill Hybels, and
Phil Hodges, and Jesus in the Midst of Success by Charles and Janet Morris, use the
leadership style of Jesus to teach business people to build a strong, ethical workplace.



Firg, asaleader, Jesus served. Hetold his disciples, "Whoever wants to become great
among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be firs must be dave of dl*
(Mark 10:43,44). How should Christians serve others in the workplace?

Think carefully about customers and employees when facing a
decision. Some actions that might seem to improve afirm’s bottom
line could harm people and morae along the way. Be aware.
Listen to employees and customers. Get feedbackn

Be accountable for one' s actions. Do the right thing.

Jesus went so far as to wash the feet of his disciples—hisworkers. "You cdl me
“Teacher’ and "Lord’ and rightly so. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you aso should wash one another’ s feet. | have set you an example.” (John
13:13-15) Smply because oneis aleader or manager does not mean one ought to neglect
serving those who arein alesser position.

The competitiveness of the workplace can sometimes result in our being excelled by a
colleague. This can be difficult to take and even result in fedings of resentment. Y et
resentment only crestes bitterness or envy. "But if you harbor bitter envy and sdfish
ambition in your hearts, do not boast abouit it or deny the truth. For where you have envy
and sdfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice’ (James 3:14,16).

Jesus taught usto reach out to those with whom we have strife. When someonein the
workplace gets the best of us, or gets the credit at our expense, we can overcome the
tendency toward resentment by asking him or her to teach us how they did that for which
they were commended. Hard fedings will dissipate and at the same time, we will s&t an
example for others. "Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what isright in
the eyes of everybody. If it ispossble, asfar asit depends on you, live at peace with
everyone. . . . If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he isthirdly, give him something to
drink, in doing this, you will hegp burning cods on his head. Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:17-21)

Settling Differences

Workplace difficulties and conflicts are inevitable from time to time. When they occur,
the attempt to exercise Chrigtian principles may be greatly chalenged. Jesus gives
Specific advice that is difficult to practice, but when it isfollowed, it usudly hasa
positive outcome: ™Y ou have hear that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your
enemy. But | tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you'
(Matthew 5:43,44). In their book Charles and Janet Morristdl the story of a Philadelphia
department store executive who clashed with the local Teamsters Union after hiring a
nort+union ddivery firm. A three-month strike resulted, the store lost $2 million, and
severd drikers and non-strikers were injured. Findly, alabor arbitrator worked out an
agreement under which the department store hired a new trucking firm with Teamsters
drivers.



The executive regarded the president of theloca union as the villain and would have
nothing to do with him. One day, after someone quoted the Matthew 5 text to the
executive, he suddenly had a change of heart. He decided to ask the Teamsters president
to lunch. Although he didn’'t agree with dl the principles at work in the union’s decison
to strike, through talking with the president he was able to understand and sympethize
with the union’s point of view. The tak eventudly turned to their families and ther

mutua faith in God. The two shook hands and agreed never to take action without
gpeaking face to face.

Six Basic Principles for Employees

Many companies today publish a"Code of Conduct” under which they expect to operate.
Generdly the words are fairly generd and often perfunctory and do not address specific
gtuations one may face in the workplace.

It isimportant for Chrigtians to delineate the principles under which they operate as
representatives of an employer, and to communicate these principles so that a common
ground of understanding can be reached when conflicts arise. We suggest six "pillars of
character” that represent ethical vaues and condtitute standards of conduct for all
individud decison making. These terms not only represent ethical concepts that function
asmord guidelines, but are congstent with biblicad standards laid down for a Chrigian in
conducting life s affairs.

Trustworthiness. \WWhen we are trusted, others give us more latitude because they don't
fed they need contracts to be sure we' Il meet our obligations. They bdievein us. Just
refraining from lies and deception is not enough (1 Peter 3:10-12). There is no more
fundamenta Chrigtian vaue than honesty. Paul says, "For we are taking painsto do what
isright, not only in the eyes of the Lord but aso in the eyes of men” (2 Corinthians 8:21).

But honesty is broader than just tdlling the truth; it means operating on the basis of tota
integrity. It not only requires a good-faith intent to convey the truth as we know it, but to
aso avoid communicating in away that is meant to midead or deceive others. The word
integrity comes from the word integer, meaning "one' or "wholeness." There should be
no divisonsin a Chridian'slife, no difference in the way decisons are made from one
gtuation to another, no difference in the way one acts at work, at home, in public, and
aone.

Integrity is built on values. Events, crises, and the seeming necessities of the day should
not determine the course of our conduct. When we make promises or commitments that
cregte alegitimate basis for another to rely upon us to do something, we have amord
respongibility to carry them out. Trustworthiness means keeping that commitment even if
the circumstances since making the commitment have changed. We must avoid unwise
and unclear commitments. While an employer-employee rdationship crestes an
expectation of dlegiance, fideity, and devotion, loydties must be prioritized—the most
important loydty for Chrigiansis their relationship to God and Chridt.



Respect. The essence of respect isaregard for the worth of people regardless of their
gation in life (Ephesans 6:1-9; Philippians 2:3). We should be attentive listeners, treat
others with consideration, conform to accepted notions of taste and propriety, and never
resort to intimidation, coercion, or violence. We must accept individud differences and
beliefs without prgjudice and should judge others only on the content of their character
(James 2:1-9).

Responsibility. Our work lifeisfull of choices. Being reponsble meanswe arein

charge of our choices and that we are accountable for what we do and who we are.
Responsibility makes demands on us as employees to do what we can, not because we are
being paid or because we will befired if we don't, but because it is our obligation.
Responsibility means finishing what we start and overcoming obstacles and excuses

rather than surrendering to them (Gaatians 6:5).

Fairness. Fairness and justice involve issues of equdity, impartidity, and openness. Itis
unfair to handle smilar matters inconsstently (Proverbs 24:23). It isunfair to impose
punishment that is not commensurate with an offense. We must employ open and
impartid processes for gathering the truth in matters for which we must make decisons.
Fairness aso requires that we correct mistakes, promptly and voluntarily (John 7:24).

Caring. There are many who love humanity but not individuas, who exhibit abig gap
between idedls and behavior. While embracing ideds, they show insengtivity to
individua needs and the views of others. A Christian must be genuinely concerned with
the welfare of others (1 Thessdonians 3:12). Genuine concern means feding an
emotiona response to both the pain and pleasure of others. While some decisonsin the
workplace, such asthe need to dismiss workers due to alack of performance or saff
reductions, do cause pain, Christians must conscioudy cause no more harm than is
reasonably necessary to perform their duties.

Citizenship. Although our citizenship isin heaven (Philippians 3:20), the laws of the
land bind us and we must obey them (1 Peter 2:13-17). But that isnot dl. As
"ambassadors for Chrigt" (2 Corinthians 5:20) we are to conduct ourselves as
representatives of our country in aforeign land. We should stay informed on the issues of
the day to be sympathetic to the problems of those with whom we work. We should
represent God' s principlesin helping solve those problems,

Six Basic Principles for Employers

Some consider the Ten Commandments as the basic tenets of Scripture that are to be used
in business dedlings. But for those who have consecrated their life and their meansto the
Lord, there are other principles that Jesus taught that should set them agpart from othersin
the busnessworld.

These are particularly difficult to follow because others we encounter in busness—even
co-workers—rardly follow the same principles. Since Jesus spoke of doing unto others as



we would have them do unto us, we must exercise these principles as employers even if
others do not.

Reflect Christ in business practices. Anyone operating in a manner that glorifies Christ
will be faced with many opportunities to suffer as aresult. Take the practice of tota
honesty. Proverbs 3:32 says, "For the Lord detests a perverse man but takes the upright
into his confidence." If the issue were just to sted or not stedl, most Chrigtians would
have no problem. But in red-life, that principle becomes more difficult.

Be Accountable. Thosein positions of authority must be accountable. Too often those
with authority surround themsdves with people who support their decisons without
question. While this may seem like an ass, in the long run it is a grest liability. Without
a system ofchecks and balances, leaders will eventudly drift off course. Even David, a
king chosen by God, went off course when he listened to his generals who told him he
was too vauable to risk hislife in bettle.

Provide a quality product or service at a fair price. When a Christian accepts a
standard for service and products that the Scriptures prescribe, the end result will be the
best product at afair price. Thisisin contrast to the norm in society which isto deliver
the minimum acceptable at the highest possible price. When a Christian shows good
vaue, dientswill be happy and satisfied.

Honor creditors. "Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it isin your
power to act. Do not say to your neighbor, Come back later; I'll give it tomorrow, when
you now have it with you" (Proverbs 3:27,28). Too often, suppliers are treated as no-
interest sources of operating capital. When busnessisdow, it is congdered normd to
delay paying othersto make up for one's own reduced cash flow. The Scriptures teach
that our implied promise to pay must be honored.

Treat employees fairly. The first step in recognizing fairnessis to adhere to the principle
that dl people are important regardless of their postion. During the early part of our
country’s history, davery defined the role of boss as taskmaster. Thisis not to say that
everyone should be paid equadly or given the same benefits. However, James gives some
good advice: "My brothers, as believersin our glorious Lord Jesus Chrit, don’'t show
favoritism. If youredly keep the royd law found in the Scripture, Love your neighbor as
yoursdf, you are doing right. But if you show favoritism, you sin* (James 2:1,8,9).

People should aways be respected for the job they do, no matter what thet job is. They
ought to be trested with honor and paid fairly.

Treat customers fairly. Cusomers should see that Chrigtians living according to their
principles provide agood product or service a afair price, and are conscientiousin
meaking customers satisfied. Paul writes, "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look
not only to your own interests, but dso to the interests of others' (Philippians 2:3,4). This
applies beyond the conduct in an ecclesa or with those of like preciousfaith. Itisa



principle of life that Paul urges usto apply dl thetime. If wetruly care for others, we
will not want customers to fed we took advantage of them.

Set an Example. Character in the workplace begins by examining oursdves. When it
comes to helping co-workers become better people, the most powerful tool is how we
live our life. Jesus said, "Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good
deeds and praise your Father in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). How do we best reflect our light
in the workplace?

Approach acrisis or conflict with aleve head. If we react to a Stuation based on
mood,we may teach othersit is acceptable to be rudeor dramatic. In dealing with
customers, whether internd or externa, we want people to be objective. Even if acriss
has just occurred, even if a shipment islate, even if the last batch of burgers got burned,
people need to be off anemotiona roller coaster. We should be the modd for that,
epecidly if we have managerid responghilities.

Temper criticism of others. Avoid unnecessary criticism and correction. It is easy for
managersto fed like they need to correct everyone dl the time, but that sends people the
sgnd that they are not good enough. Congructive criticism is often necessary, but it
should be helpful and warranted.

Balance work and personal pursuits. \We need to balance how much we work and how
much we don't work. Burnout sometimes undermines integrity. Experts believe that the
pressure of an overloaded schedule might be one cause of unethicd or illegd behavior in
the workplace. If possible, it is beneficid to cregte a private space within one's office or
workplace. Put the Bible on display. Take afew minutes away from work periodicaly to
be refreshed. While being sure to give an employer the full time for which we are paid, it

is possible to do better work and teach others the importance of staying balanced.

Strive to understand others. If we go out of our way to see things from a point of view
other than our own, we can indtill a spirit of regponghbility in othersand in the

organization. Congder the prayer of Francis of Asss which readsin part: "O divine
Master, grant that | may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood
asto underdand; to be loved asto love. For it isin giving that we receive; itisin
pardoning that we are pardoned; and it isin dying that we are born to eternd life."



The Christian Senior

Preparing for Graduation

The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of righteousness.—Proverbs
16:31

David Bruce

According to the laws of the United States, anyone who has reached the age of 65isa
"Senior Citizen." These may begin collecting full Socid Security benefits, are digible for
Medicare which provides payment for many hedlth care needs, and receive discounts on
many goods and services. They may stop working and retire to aworld of leisure and
learn to relax. Sounds wonderful!

The word "senior" dso may apply to those who have completed three years of high
school or college. Such seniors look forward to the end of that phase of their schooling
and to graduation. But some may find they lack enough credits to graduate. Then they
must redly work, skip their vacations, and spend their time catching up on the studies
they either failed or did not bother to take during earlier years. Thisis not quite so
wonderful. Ingtead of being able to relax, their Stuation is much the opposite.

Wheat about a"Christian senior”? Chrigtian seniors are not the ones contemplating
idlenessin aleisure world. They are certainly not retired in this sense, nor are they doing
nothing. An age of 65 is not unreasonable for a Chrigtian senior. "The days of our years
are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is
their strength labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away" (Psam 90:10).
The lesson of thisfact is emphasized in verse 12, " So teach us to number our days, that
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom."

Nearing Graduation

Theword "senior” asit gpplies to a student seems to be the best fit for a"Chrigtian

senior." These are gpproaching the period when they must examine themsdvesto seeiif
they meet the requirements for graduation. Certain questions come to mind. Have we
done dl that we could? Have we made mistakes that can still be corrected? Can we better
serve our brethren in our declining years? Is our "house in order"? We may have to

cance our plans for afamily re- union or atrip to a popular vacation spot. We have work
to do and it islater than we think. These are just afew of the things we may have to put
asde, epecidly as seniors. We must go through al the experiences needed to graduate
and learn our needed lessons.

If we are honest with ourselves, we will find we are like a student who does not have the
needed credits to graduate. It istime to settle down and catch up. At times, terrible
thoughts may come to mind: Maybe it istoo late to get back into the race we once started.



Perhapsthe dieis cast. What has happened to us? As seniors have we l€ft it to othersto
"carry the torch"? It is S0 naturd to let the younger ones do the things we used to do and
fed that as we age we have the right to relax.

Don’t Give Up

Y et we must not judge ourselves too harshly. The gpostle Paul spesksto us: "But with me
itisavery smdl thing that | should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment; yea, | judge
not mine own s=if" (1 Corinthians 4:3). Paul is saying we are sometimes our own worst
judges. We know ourselves so well that we may judge ourselves too harshly; we will
become completdy discouraged and just give up. We must not do this; it isthe very trap
that Satan lovesto get usinto.

Our God isamerciful God, heis patient with us, he istoo wise to err. He would not have
cdled usif wewould fal the test of aging. James comfortsusdl by saying, "But this
wisdom that is from above isfirst pure, then peacegble, gentle, and easy to be entrested,
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiaity, and without hypocrisy” (James 3:17). He
is reminding us that dthough we have dacked off abit, our early years have taught us
much. The apostle Paul writes, "For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor
of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints,
and do minister” (Hebrews 6:10).

Recalling the Memories

The past years—ah! what memories they have for us We older ones have memories that
cannot be bought with money. They’re worth MILLIONS. Those were the days when we
might have helped our parents put on a Photo- Drama presentation—helping, perhaps, to
carry the equipment into arented hall, and the phonograph with the record of Bro.
Russdl’ s voice explaining the pictures.

There were the tracting parties when we were given amap and went from house to house,
putting atract in adoorway or handing it to someone on a porch. We went up one street
and down another until we had covered the territory that had been assigned to us. We
adways went in pairs, one on one side of the street and one on the other. We kept awatch
on each other, ready to help in case of adog, or if a person, objecting to our tract, would
tell usto "Get out!" When we came to an apartment house we would go to the top floor
and work down.

There are memories of far-away conventions (any place over 20 miles was "far awvay™)
reached inaModd "T" or later aModd "A." We aways had to worry about flat tires and
mechanica problems. But nonetheless, it was aways an exciting time.

Then times changed. The "Society” placed great emphasis on sdlling books, and there
seemed to be anew one every year. But afew old timers (of that day) got us back on
track. The truth was once more the important thing, plus searching for whatever "whest"



might remain. Radio took the place of the Photo-Drama, then television, and now
computer internet web sites are the new modern way to "bring in the sheaves.™

Now What?

Asseniorsit isimportant to kegp in mind the words of the apostle Paul: "For God is not
unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love, which ye have showed toward his
name, in that ye have ministered to the saints and do minister” (Hebrews 6:10).

The vitd part isthe last phrase "and do minigter." We cannot rest on our laurels. We must
do what we can. Even though we may not have much strength, we must go on. Theold
bones may tire more easily and we may not necessarily hear everything (perhaps because
people do not speak as clearly as they once did). We may not be able to cook meals and
entertain as in the days of old. We may have to have the food catered at our conventions
and the vistors may stay a motels and hotels. But if we have financid &bility, perhgps
we can subsidize a part of the cost.

The Example of Jesus

When Jesus knew his time was short, he did not rest by taking a vacation. He kept on
doing what he was sent to do. He organized his gpostles, he taught the disciples, he added
to theair faith, he opened the Scriptures to them, he prayed for them. Most importantly he
did not think of self. Beginning in John 14 hetold hisfollowers of the days to come when
he would not be with them. He would send a comforter. He told John to take care of his
mother. He was not thinking of sdlf, but of others. He was going to prepare a place for
them. What a comfort that was to them and il isto us. What an example he left us, as
seniors, to fallow him and do what we gtill can do until he calls us home—until we
graduate.

As seniors we must follow the example he left us. "For even hereunto were ye cdled:
because Chrigt dso suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his
steps' (1Peter 2:21).

Jesus did not live to be a senior in the same sense that some of us have by reaching an old
age. But with dl he had to endure, it took agreet toll on hislife and strength which few

of us have had to experience. He packed into his 33 years more than enough to fill an
ordinary lifetime of ours congting of seventy or more years. In the last 40 days with his
disciples, between his resurrection and his ascenson, he reminded his disciples of the
prophecies of Maoses and dl the prophets, that THE Christ (including his body members)
aso mug suffer, and then enter into a Sate of glory.

Using Our Talents
Those of uswho fed, especidly in our latter years, that we have o little talent, should

rgoice! The person with few talents has in some respects a better opportunity to make his
cdling and election sure. Solomon was undoubtedly wise in his request of the Lord:



"Give me nether poverty or riches’ (Proverbs 30:8). In other words, perhaps the two-
talented servant would have anatura advantage of being neither so likely to be
discouraged or puffed up with pride.

A person with five taents has the respongbility of kegping dl of them fully employed,
fully devoted, and fully separated from worldly ambitions. If we are afive-talented
person, we heed to pray for and exercise even more diligence in the use of our gifts, "for
unto whomsoever much is given, of him shal be much required: and to whom men have
committed much, of him they will ask the more”’ (Luke 12:48).

"Neglect not the gift that isin thee, which was given theg' (1 Timothy 4:14); "Stir up the
gift of God, whichisin theg' (2 Timothy 1:6). "Every good gift, and every perfect gift, is
from above and cometh down from the Father of lights, in whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17). "As every man hath received the gift, even so
minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God" (1
Peter 4:10).

Therefore, my dear brethren, "Be thou faithful unto death and | will give thee a crown of
life" (Reveation 3:10). That isthe promise. May we, who cherish and love it, be found
worthy.



The Doctrine of Submission

Building a Spiritual Temple
A verse by verse study in 1 Peter 2

The message of the second epistle of Peter istwo-fold: to comfort the Jewish brethren
scattered throughout the provinces of AsiaMinor and to encourage them to endure their
trids with patient submission. We are not informed of their particular trid, but the time
of writing suggests awave of persecution sometime between Paul’ s imprisonment in
Rome and his execution.

In the second chapter, he develops his admonitions on the basis of two doctrines: the
present training of his readersto be apart of afuture priesthood and the doctrine of
submisson asit appliesto the various walks of life.

Peter’s Transition—Verses 1 to 3

""Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all
evil speakings, as newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby: if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious."

The classic Greek writing style was to write in complete sentences and proceed from one
subject to the next in an orderly fashion. Peter, however, as an uneducated fisherman,
uses amore provincid approach, and works with trangtiona phrases, basing his
reasoning on his previoudy expressed thought.

The "wherefore’ of his opening sentence thus connects with his closing words of chapter

1. There herefersto their having developed "unfeigned love for the brethren” and being
"begotten again” of "incorruptible seed” (1 Peter 1:22-25, ASC; 1 Peter 2:1-3, ASV), thus
having an enduring faith in contrast with the grass thet fades away.



The encouragement in the opening verse isto repd five characterigtics which would
hinder their spiritud development in the trids they were facing. These are:

1. Malice. This Greek word (kakia, Strong’ s 2549) literally means
anything of aninherently bad nature. Here it may be a subject heading for
the four vicesto follow, or indicating the avoiding of an evil intent in the
mind. Under persecution, it is most difficult to have a good feding toward
one' s detractors.

2. Guile. Rather than to be deceptive to their accusers, they wereto
develop the opposite traits of sincerity and openness. Following such a
path they would have the opportunity to be awitness to their magisirates
(Luke 12:11,12).

3. Hypocrisies. It takes strong faith to refuse dl compromisesin the face
of severe opposition. It is these compromises that cause a Chrigtian to
assume an identity somewhat less than afull follower of the Madter.

4. Envies. It iseasy in the best of times when, seeing the superior
possessions or position of another, to ask, "Why am | not so smilarly
favored?' The temptation to envy increases dill further when one suffers
loss, and another does not. Then the question, "Why me?' must be
changed to "Why not me?"

5. Evil speaking. The United Bible Society trandator’ s handbook states
that though the word literally means to spesk evil, it "primarily describes
the act of speaking about othersin order to belittle or defame them
(compare NAB "digparaging remark of any kind"). Thissetsahigh
standard for the Chrigian in dl circumstances.

Peter, speaking of these scattered Chrigtians as "newborn babes,” ether indicates that
they were recent converts or, more likely, that Peter was quite aged at the time he wrote
this epistle. His encouragement for them to grow with the “sincere milk of theword" is
not in conflict with Paul’ s rebuke in his epistle to the Hebrews, that they had become
"such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat” (Hebrews 5:12, 13). Peter is merely
encouraging them toward spiritua growth.



A Spiritual Temple—Verses 4 through 9

""To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of
God, and precious, ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner
stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. Unto you
therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone
which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, and a stone of
stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being
disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. But ye are a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light."

Peter now turns to metaphorica language. His use of thetempleis pardld totheLord's
use of the vine and branchesin John 15. Jesus, asthe chief corner stone of the temple, is
the base of dl Chrigian building, just asthe vineis the source of growth for al branches.

In the twin metgphors of "living stones’ and an "holy priesthood,” Peter not only shows
the close rdlationship of Christ and his church, but aso the relationship of present
experiencesto ther future work.

The one chosen to be this"living stone,” who is, to the believer, both "dect” (chosen) and
"precious’ (the Hebrew tenseisthe intensive form, "mogt vauabl€") is none other than
Jesus of Nazareth. The words "chief corner sone’ mean literdly "the head of the corner,”
acornerstone on which two walls are founded. The uniqueness of this soneiswell
illugtrated by the southeast corner stone of the platform for Solomon’stemple. Since this
corner lies over the hillsde descending to the Kidron valey, it isirregular in shape,
perfectly shaped to fit the topographica contour of Mt. Zion. Asa"keystone' in modern
architecture, the entire structure would collgpse if this particular stone were removed.

Whether the words "spiritud house' are to be taken literaly as the temple building or
metaphoricaly for "household,” the priesthood which occupies the temple, is debatable.
Perhaps both are intended. The individua members of the body of Christ are well
compared to the temple stones for they are taken from the same quarry and there shaped
before being transported to the find Site for their particular place in the structure. Like the
temple stones of old, their shaping is done so perfectly that they dide into their pre-
assigned podition with "neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house,
whileit wasin building” (1 Kings 6:7).

But the church isto be, with their Lord, the "royd priesthood” which will offer the
sacrifices in this antitypical temple of the future. While the authenticity of the word
"gpiritud" before "sacrifices’ is chalenged by some, the overwhdming evidence isthat it
gppears in the most ancient manuscripts.*



In this passage the thought is gpparently "antitypica" sacrifices. The promise of being
a'holy nation" in Exodus 19:6 is here transferred to the church asthe "roya priesthood.”
Infact, verse 9 is a specific dluson to thistext. This promise findsitsredity in the
Meélchizedek priesthood when the church with their Lord shdl “reign with him a
thousand years' (Reveation 20:6). Therr ministry, illustrated by therr life and teachings
of the present time, will be "to show forth the praises of him who hath cdled [them] out
of darknessinto his marvelous light."

Peter then returns to the analogy of the corner stone, demongtrating that Christ as that
gtone is precious only to the believers. To the non-believers he becomes both a " stone of
stumbling and arock of offense” The pictureis il that of the temple corner one. As
an unfortunate individua stumbling upon the overhanging temple corner sonewould die
in his precipitous fal upon the sone below, so the Jew who stumbled over Jesus being
the antitypica corner stone would be judged thereby. The "rock of offense’ pictureis
even more dramétic. Barnes, in his Notes, states that it was at this corner stone where
Jewish executions were carried out. He writes: "A scaffold was erected twice the height
of the man to be stoned. Standing on its edge, he was violently struck off by one of the
witnesses if he died by the blow and the fdl, nothing further was done; if not, a heavy
stone was thrown down on him, which at once killed him. So the Saviour spesks of the
"fdling" of the sone on his enemies. They who oppose him, who rgject him, and who
continue impenitent, shal be CRUSHED by him in the day of judgment, and perish
forever."

The Second Transition—Verses 10 through 12

"Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. Dearly beloved, I beseech you as
strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; having
your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as
evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day
of visitation."

In this trangtion of thought Peter dludesto Hosea 1:9,10 and 2:23. He makes the same
gpplication of the Hosea text as Paul does in Romans 9:25. Contextually, however, the
prophecy isof naturd Isragl being returned to God' s favor at the second advent of Jesus.
Thisisone of saverd examples of Old Testament prophecies having adud fulfillment;
they possess gpplications at both the first and second advent of Chrigt.

Although they have this honored position of being aroya priesthood, they must patiently
await that didinguished title until afuture life. Therefore they should regard themselves,

as Abraham did in the land of Canaan, as pilgrims and sojourners. Though beset on every
Sde, the Christian must be an example of pure and holy living, recognizing that the
desires of the flesh are a war with the desires of the spirit.

The word "honest” does not cover the full meaning of the Greek. Rather the thought is
"honorable,” the living of alifethat isin full accord with their commitment to follow in



the footsteps of the Magter. Seeing that the Chrigtians of Ada Minor were undergoing
particularly strong persecutions & that time, this honorable living would be made dl the
more difficult by the fact that they were looked down upon and evil spoken of by their
pagan neighbors. Their admonition was the same as that ofthe gpostle Paul in Romans
12:20,21, "Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he third, give him drink: for in

S0 doing thou shdt hegp cods of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome
evil with good.”

Submission to Civil Authorities—Verses 13 through 17

"Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the
king, as supreme; or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the
punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. For so is the will of
God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: as free,
and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.
Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king."

The subject matter now turns to the concept of submission:
1. To Civil Authorities—Verses 13-17 -- [chapter two]
2. Servants to Masters—Verses 18-25
3.Wivesto Husbands—V erses 1-6 -- [chapter threg]
4. Husbands to Wives—Verse 7
5.Submission One to Another—Verse 8

The submission to civil authorities, especialy Rome, was particularly difficult for the
Chrigtian Jews of the digpersion. Rome ruled with a heavy hand. Though governed by a
system of rdatively enlightened laws, the rulers expected and demanded strict obedience.
The Jewish religion was being increasingly discouraged as unrest and rebellion by zedots
increased and Chrigtianity was watched with even greater suspicion.

Submission, Peter admonishes, was not because of Roman power, but "for the Lord's
sake." There was alegitimacy to foreign rule which the Chrigtian was to respect.
Governments are established to maintain law and order, punishing the violators and
protecting those who comply. The gpostle Paul is even more direct on this point: "Let
every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For thereis no power but of God: the
powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth
the ordinance of God: andthey that resst shdl receive to themselves damnation. For
rulers are not aterror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the
power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: for heisthe
minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he
beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God,a revenger to execute wrath



upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but
also for conscience sake"—Romans 13:1-5

How does this operate, however, in such cases as the Chrigians were facing in Asa
Minor, when the powers that be were punishing them for their good works? Thisisthe
dilemmaadisciple must sometimes face. These texts do not spesk to the issue of
compliance with civil law in cases of conscience, but appear to enjoin the spirit of
submission to the pendties such non-compliance imposes. A Chrigianisto be
submissive and neither pro-active or reactive when laws interfere with his duties to God.

The verbsin verse 17 should be noted. Both the king and "al men™ are put in the same
position. They should be "honored” or "respected.” It is always tempting to disparage or
put down those in authority because of their transparent politica maneuvering or for the
graft and corruption that so often occupies positions of power. Neverthdess, even if we
cannot respect the man, his office is worthy of our esteem.

But respect is not sufficient for the "brotherhood." They are to be loved, both with the
purest sense of disinterested agape love and with the warmth of true phileo love. Thelr
position, as abrother or Sster in Chrigt, warrants a higher place in our minds than even
those in authority. Above everyone is the person and position of God who isto be
"feared,” not in cringing terror as before amighty potentate, but in complete awe of his
majesty and goodness.

Submission to Masters—Verses 18 through 25

""Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but
also to the froward. For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God
endure grief, suffering wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your
faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it
patiently, this is acceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not
again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth
righteously: Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye
were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of
your souls."

Society has changed consderably since the days of the early church. Savery, though it
dill exigs, isnot the rule. However, many profitable lessons can be learned by applying
the principles of this section of the epistle to Chrigtian attitudes in the workplace.

"Office palitics’ iswell-known today, especidly in larger firms. It often resultsin unfair
practices and unjust treatment of conscientious workers. Peter describes suchill treatment
as being "thankworthy"—worthy of our gppreciation. As one has well phrased it, "Don't
wadte your trids; they’re worth millions." The gpostle clams that acceptance and



submission in such circumstancesiis "acceptable with God." It is part of the "good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God" which Paul says would come from a transformed
mind (Romans 12:2).

Peter goes even further. Such submission is not only acceptable, but he adds "hereunto
wereye cdled." Petient submisson and suffering are part of the prescribed curriculain
the school of Chrigt. Since Jesus suffered “the just for the unjust” (1 Peter 3:18), to follow
in his steps may dso require the unjudtified bearing of harsh or unkind treetment—in the
office or wherever a Chrigtian comesinto contact with the world.

Findly, we are told by Peter that we have been "as sheep that have gone astray™ and that
it isincumbent to redlize that in our practice of Christian submission we are returning to
onewho can both correct and protect us, "the Shepherd and Bishop” of our souls.

Space prohibits the continuing of our examining this concept of submisson asit reatesto
wives, hushands, and as auniversd principa of divine law. These rdaionships form the
subject matter of the first part of chapter 3.

Let us be constantly on the lookout to keep our bodies under and bring them into
subjection by submitting to whatever experiences our heavenly Father permits (1
Corinthians 9:27).

* The word pneumatkos, trandated "spiritud," appearsin gpproximately 500 of the oldest
manuscripts, including the Vatican 1209, Manuscript 1739, and Papyrus p72, three of the
mogt reliable. Only the Sinaitic manuscript omits the word.
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