The Herald
Of Christ's Kingdom

July/August 2001

The Book of Revelation

In the Beginning

Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those
things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.—Revelation 1:3

Reading and hearing the words of the book of Revelation are easy. Understanding the
words is another matter because scholars do not agree about the details. Keeping the
“things which are written” is perhaps the most difficult for the Lord' s footstep followers,
especidly during times of intense persecution from the enemies of the church.

Thisissue of The Herdd looks at some of the mgor themes found in this book. These
include the seven messages to the churches (chapters 2 and 3), the opening of the seven
sedls (chapters 5 to 7), the sounding of the seven trumpets (chapters 8 to 11), and the
seven last plagues (chapter 16). The messages, sedls, and trumpets al describe the events
of the Gospel age which began in John’'s day. The seven last plagues describe the events
occurring at the end of the age, the period in which we are now living.

Our verse-by-verse study examines the events described in chapter 12, atrangition
chapter between descriptions of the events of the entire age and the events that end this
age. By itsdlf, chapter 12 isabrief summary of everything that would happen from
John’stime to the full establishment of the kingdom.

One article discusses the symbols of the beast, false prophet, and dragon which appear
together in chapter 16. The beast and the fa se prophet symbolize false rdigious systems
and are destroyed in chapter 19. The dragon, asymbol of the state or civil power, is
restrained and not destroyed until the end of the 1,000-year kingdom described in chapter
20.



Although imperfectly understood through the years, the book of Revelation has been a
comfort to the true church. Even a superficid reading shows that evil systems will
eventudly be destroyed and righteousness will triumph.

These articles represent the best thinking of their various authors. We send them forth
with the hope they will be a source of blessng and encouragement to you dl.



Revelation 2-3

The Seven Messengers

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.—Revelation 2:7
Jm Parkinson

The saven churches of Revelation 2 and 3 are shown aso as seven lampstands (1:12,20).
Just as the Menorah, or seven-branched lampstand, in the tabernacle and temple was
wrought from one piece of gold (Exodus 25:31), so the seven lamps, or seven churches,
sgnify the whole of the true church. But who are the seven messengers to the seven
churches and what are their messages?

We areintroduced to the seven messengers in Joshua chapter six where the army of |srael
marches around the walled city of Jericho on seven successive days, accompanied by
seven priests blowing seven trumpets. The Israglites are under the direction of Joshua (the
Greek form of the name is Jesus, Joshualis, appropriately, atype of Jesus Christ). The
priests served as Joshua s messengers, successively blowing the trumpets, one day after
the other, throughout Jericho’s last week, which week is atype, or foreshadowing, of the

entire Gospel age.

In the book of Reveation this theme of the seven messengers is expanded upon, with the
seven messengers (Greek, angels, which means messengers, whether spirit or human)
blowing the saven trumpets (Reveation 8 to 11), and the seven messengers giving
messages to the seven successive days, or periods, of the true church (Revelation 2 and
3). The seven messengers correspond to the seven priests at Jericho. Just as the
priesthood is associated with human Chrigtians and not angels of the heavenly redm, so
the seven messengers are to be found among leaders of the true church of Christ. Just as
the priests blew the trumpets on successive days marching around Jericho, the seven
messengers spesk to successive periods of the church throughout the Gospdl age. This
succession of Gospe age periods will be the same for these seven messages as for the
seven trumpets of Revelation 8 to 11.

If we are to identify the seven messengers throughout the Gospd age, we must first see
how this ageis divided in time. We would expect each messenger to 1) deliver the
message to his period of the church in Revelation 2 and 3, and 2) begin his activity at the
beginning of the period (to be a messenger for the whole period). Chrigtian history
reedily divides the Gospd age into these seven digtinct conditions:



Name Circumstances Approx. Dates
1. Ephesus Under the Jews 33-69

2. Smyrma Under Hesthen Rome  69-313

3. Pergamum Under Imperid Rome  313-539

4. Thyatira Under Papd Rome 539-1517

5. Sardis Reformation 1517-1648

6. Philaddphia  Protestant Missionary ~ 1648-1874

7. Laodicea Harvest Sepasration 1874-77?

1. “I know thy works and thy toil but thou didst leave thy first love” *

At the beginning of the church, Jesus Chrigt told Peter, “1 will give unto thee the keys of
the kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou shdt bind on earth shal have been bound in
heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shdl have been loosed in heaven”
(Matthew 16:19, author’s trandation). Peter unlocked the kingdom of heaven firgt to the
Jews on Pentecost, and then to the rest of the world with the conversion of Corndius
(Acts 2:1-40; 10:1-48). Peter’s counsd to be “fervent in your love among yourselves, for
love covereth amultitude of sins: using hospitaity one to another without murmuring” (1
Peter 4:7-9) answers well to the message to the first period of the church: “Thou didst
leave thy first love. Remember therefore whence thou art fallen, and repent and do the
first works’ (Revelaion 2:4,5). Thus, Peter would logicaly be the messenger to the first
(Ephesus) period of the church.?

2. “Fear not the things which thou art about to suffer”

The second period saw Chrigtians tortured and dain under hesthen Rome. Ignétius of
Antioch (fed to the lionsin Rome, 108 A.D.) exhorts, “I am God' swhest, and | am
ground by the teeth of wild beaststhat | may be found pure bread of Christ. Rather entice
the wild beasts that they may become my tomb, and leave no trace of my body, that when
| fal adegp | be not burdensome to any. Then shdl | betruly adisciple of Jesus Chrigt,
when the world shdl not even see my body. Beseech Christ on my behdf, that | may be
found a sacrifice through these instruments. | do not order you as did Peter and Paul; they
were gpogtles, | am aconvict; they were freg, | am even until now adave. But if | suffer,

| shall be Jesus Christ’s freedman, and in him | shall rise free”® As messenger to the
second (Smyrna) period of the church, Ignatius set agood example in his own martyrdom
of how a persecuted Chrigtian should conduct himsdif.



3. “Thou hast there some that hold the teaching of Balaam [for gain]”

At the beginning of the third period Emperor Congtantine ended the official persecution
of Chrigtians by Rome and moved the capita of the empire to Byzantium in Thrace
(renaming it Congtantinople). From the beginning the puritanism of Arius was famous, in
313 A.D. heisdready pleading for arestoration of primitive purity to an Alexandrian
church going worldly. The worldly eement could hardly accuse the man of being too
pious, but after five years they codified anew concept of the nature of God and accused
Arius of heresy againgt it. Arius was varioudy banned and recalled by the emperor (as
was dternately his archenemy Athanasius). Arius defended the teaching that Jesus Christ
was created by God, is the son of God, and is himself agod subordinate to the Father.*
Coming back from hislast recdl in 336 A.D., his enemies poisoned him and he died (the
Athanasians called it the righteous judgment of God). Thus, Ariuswould appear to be the
messenger to the third (Pergamum) period of the church.

4. “Thou sufferest the woman Jezebel, who calleth herself a prophetess”

The period of Pgpa Roman domination opens with a young man having been baptized in
approximately 536 A.D., and then mightily defending the doctrine that there was one
nature in Chrigt, the human, while he was here on earth—a teaching called Monophysite
(mono-physis, one nature). As a Syrian monophysite, Jacobus Baradaeus (James, the
Ragedy, because he spent his efforts on Chrigtian work and not clothes) was now
excluded by the largest body of professed Chrigians; in his activity he ranged from Egypt
to Babylon and consecrated 80,000 bishops.® “As many as ... know not the deep things of
Satan ... | cast upon you none other burden” (Revelation 2:24).

5. “Establish the things that remain, which were ready to die”

The Reformation began in 1517 with Martin Luther tacking up his 95 theses on the
church door at Wittenberg, protesting forgiveness through the sale of indulgences rather
than through the sacrifice of Jesus Chrigt. “Jesus Chrigt died for every man” remansa
Lutheran watchword to this day. Said Luther, “When people shdl be resurrected, it will
seem to Adam and to the old fathers as though they had been living only haf an hour
before.”® In later years Luther trandated the Bible into German.

6. “Thou hast a little power, and didst keep my word”

After the Thirty-Y ears War (1618-1648), when Protestants were seldom threatened with
mass execution, many turned their efforts to carrying the Bible and its loving message to
the rest of the world. Principles of Chrigtian love were emphasized over intellectua

assent to one creed or another. Philipp Jakob Spener (1635-1705) in Germany, the father
of the Retist movement, delivered just such amessage. And departing from what had
become L utheran orthodoxy, he considered regeneration necessary for the true
theologian, and expected the converson of the Jews and the fal of Pgpacy asthe preude
of the triumph of the church.” Little criticism is spoken to the Philadelphia period of the
Chrigtian church.



7. “Thou ... knowest not that thou art the wretched one”

The harvest isthefind period of the Gospd age; it isatime of separation when the Lord
cdls his people to come out of Babylon (Jeremiah 51:6-9; Revelation 18:1-5). The
centerpiece of Pastor C.T. Russdll’ s worldwide presentations was that Jesus Christ died
once for al, and that therefore al will benefit from that desth. The thousand-year
kingdom of Chrigt isfor resurrecting dl the world' s billions and restoring them to the
perfection lost in Eden. Prophecy was studied to determine what we should be doing
today: “Deliver your loving testimony to the goodness and wisdom of the Lord's great
plan of the ages, and, wisdly and meekly giving your reasons, publicly withdraw from
them” [i.e., from organizations practicing the sins of Babylon].2

Seven Lessons for Our Day

We may each draw modern-day lessons from the messages of the seven messengersin
the Ephesus to Laodicean periods:

1. Put priorities straight. If, for example, knowing whether the thousand
years beginswith our Lord’ s return or with the completion of the church
seems more important than telling people what the thousand years will do
for them—then on€e' s priorities are backwards.

2. If someone threatens you with eternd torture because you cannot
conscientioudy agree with him, teke it patiently.

3. Do nat profess “None of sdf, and al of Thee” when you redly want
“Some of sdf, and some of Thee”

4. Do not ingst others do it your way. Do not fed challenged when they
don't. It is better to lose awould- have-been battle, than to rule with an
iron figt and lose your Chridtian life.

5. Firgt, harmonize dl Scriptures on asubject, then say, “Thisistruth.”

6. Dedire and try to do your part, and help others do their part, in
presenting this gospd of the kingdom in al the world.

7. Itisvita to see one's own shortcomings to see the need of Christ’s

merit. Salvation depends upon on€ s relationship to Christ, not upon an
acceptability to even the best man made inditution.

1 Seriptural quotations are from the American Standard Version (1901)



2, Other possibilities for the first messenger would indlude James (as presiding over the
early church); John (whose message of godly love is evident throughout, and who lived
to the end of the period; and Paul (1 Corinthians 13, though he would have been a
messenger for only half the period.)

3 Ignatius epistie to the Romans V. Other suggestions for the second messenger are
John and Timothy. Polycarp and Paias could also be considered.

4 From Adrian Harnack, “History of Dogma,” Val. IV, p. 20. “The passages cited so
frequently later on by the Arians, [Deuteronomy 6:4, 32, 39, Proverbs 8:22, Psdm 45:8,
Matthew 12:28, Mark 13:32, Matthew 26:41, 28:18; Luke 2:52, 18:19, John 11:34, 14:28,
17:3, Acts 2:37, 1 Corinthians 1:24, 15:28, Colossians 1:15, Philippians 2:6f, Hebrews

1:4, 3:2, John 12:27, 13:21, Matthew 26:39, 27:46, €tc.,] were probably aready used by
Arias himsdf,” “The idea of the subordinate God isindeed as old as the theology of the C
Chrigtian Church” (Val. 111, p. 135). And “the puritanism of Ariusis, of course, famous’
(Vol. I, p. 141, footnote 2.)

> Beginning with the Thyatira period, the call “He that hath an ear” is on the outside of
the message just as Jacobus was outsi de the mainstream. Other suggestions for the fourth
(Thyatira) messenger include Peter Waldo (late 12" century) and John Wydliffe (1328
1384), ether requires centuries of delay in the starting of the period.

®- Sermon on the Gospdl of Luke 16, “Of the rich Man and poor Lazarus’, D. Martin
Luther’s Werke. Vol. XII, p. 592 (June 7, 1523) (in German). Concerning the nature of
God, and dogmatism, Harnack quotes Luther. “’ The Arians had wrong views with regard
to the faith, they were neverthdessvery right inthis ... that they required that no profane
and novel word would be adlowed to be introduced into the rules of faith.” In like manner
he objected to and rather avoided the terms ‘ Drefdtigkelt, ‘Dreihet, ‘unitas’ ‘trinitas
(threefoldness, threeness, oneness, trinity.” “The history of dogma comesto a close with
Luther.” (History of Dogma, Val. VI, p. 225, 226, 268.) Other possibilities for the fifth
(Sardis) messenger include Andreas Bodenstein [Carlstadt] (1480-1541) John
Oecolampadius (1482-1531), and John Wydliffe (a choice that would require amuch
earlier gart for this period).

" Encyclopedia Brittanica (1886 edn,). Others suggested as the sixth (Philadel phia)
period of the church include George Fox (1624-1691), William Penn (1644-1718), Count
Nicholas Ludwig von Zinzendorf (1700-1760), John Wedey (1703-1791), Joseph Wolff
(1796-1862), and William Miller (1782-1849), the latter two would imply a very short

period.

8 Studies in the Scriptures, Vol. |11 (1891), p. 184.



Revelation 6-8

The Seven Sedls

And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the
backside, sealed with seven seals.—Revelation 5:1

Frank Shdlieu

The sedl's about to be broken by the risen Lord are none other than those affixed to the
document seen eaxrlier, as held fast, and as kept secret, in the hand of the Almighty One
(Revdation 5:1). Theinitid disclosure of the contents of the scroll pertains to what the
future would hold in store for God' s elect; that is, it is the shocking revelaion of thethen
soort+to-come aberrant behavior of the professed Church of Christ during the gospel

dispensation.

The vison of this prophetic scroll clearly indicates (a) the Crestor’ s foreknowledge of
history prior to fulfillment and (b) his intention to assure the faithful that no matter how
aurprising the developments about to arise, somehow behind dl of them an ultimate
benefit would accrue. It isimportant to redlize that Snce these appaling circumstances do
not originate with Divinity, they do not involve consequent mora responsibility on the
part of Deity. Nonetheless, the subsequent tolerance and unchecked continuance of the
evils, about to be unveiled by the Master, can be seen asthe providentid testing and
proving ground for the development of the true Church and its worthiness to share future
honors, power, and glory. The revedlment of the sealed mystery is observed to occur in
Seven successve steps.

The First Seal (A.D. 33-323)
The white horse, bow, and crown -- Revelation 6:1,2

The breaking of the seals and the ensuing events relate to the Lord’ s permission (but not
his sanction) of evil in the Church. In aspiritual sensea®horse’ represents adoctrine or a
teaching. Since the color white usudly denotes purity, truth, or righteousness, the first
impression rendered is that in some manner the white horse indicates a satifactory Sate
of affars—whatever the interpretation given. Y et there are extenuating circumstances
connected with the vision which teach otherwise.

It isto be observed that the next three horses (verses 3 to 8) are of obvious evil import.
Does not this suggest the possibility that al four, including the first horse, are of a
foreboding and threatening nature? To carry this reasoning further, there exists evidence
that the unidertified personages on the first three horses (verses 2, 4, and 5)—those
entering and disappearing off the scene—are one and the same. They must be seen to
somehow identify with the last or fourth mysterious horseman, the one whose “name.. . .
was Death.” The horse and the rider are the same in dl four instances but viewed, as it
were, in succeeding time frames in avariety of colors, differently armed and postured.



The expression, either made or inferred, that there “was given unto him” (verses 2, 4, 5,
and 8) acrown, agreat sword, abalance scale, or power to destroy impliesthat the
subjection over others—allowed to each of the four horsemen of the Apocalypse—Ilacked
divine approval.

The activity of the white horse and its rider embraces both the Ephesus and Smyrna
periods of church higtory, atime when Chrigtian doctrine remained relatively pure. In
Ephesus the defiling influence applied to an individud here and there, but was rgected
by the mgority. In Smyrna this same influence increased to embrace a congregation or
group of individuas here and there.

In the early Church the bulk of the professed followers of the Master were honest and
sncere, but there coexisted a troublesome minority who entertained unholy ambitions.
Whenever illicit deeds secretly spawned surfaced, they were not tolerated but were
promptly exposed, even as Paul admonished the doers of such deeds. “Now ye are full,
now ye arerich, ye have reigned as kings without us’ (1 Corinthians 4:8). In fact, the
mysterious rider of the white horse was identified as none other than the “mystery of
iniquity,” which the apostle declared in his day “doth dready work” (2Thessaonians

2:7).

Therider of thefirst horseis dready in possesson of “abow,” and it is the unauthorized
use of this article of warfare that is inferred. The bow is along-range wespon of stedth,
reveding the long-term objective of a conniving and grasping clerica dement desirous of
earthly honors and emoluments, which are represented in the “crown.”

“Bethou fathful unto death [firg], and [then, afterwardg] | will give thee a crown of
life,” promised the Magter to hisloya band of followers while others, professing his
name illegdly, usurped this authority at the conclusion of the very time period in which
this advice was particularly gpplicable (Revelation 2:10).

The inglorious day of conquest occurred when Congtantine surrounded himsdlf with
Chrigtian bishops, freed the clergy from oppression and taxation, permitted legaciesto be
left to them for religious purposes, and spent large sums of money to build churches.

In the portrayal of the opening of the first four sedls, the different equine colors seem to
depict not merely the deterioration of doctrine in the Church, and the infusion of error,
but perhaps—and more important till—an additiona thought. Asthe circle or the whed
isasymbol of industry and progress, so each horse in the spectacle John witnessed is
representative of atime-frame reference, the color of each horse furnishing aclue asto
what period of the rider’ s activity is being referred to. The white horse of thefirst sedl
would refer to the early Church of the first three centuries, before the apostasy or great
falling away took place.

The permission of evil in the Church can now be seen to be the invauable proving or
testing ground furnished the true soldiers of the Crossfor the exercise of their faith in
their Maker under circumstances of doubt and conditions of duress. The mystery rider of



the various horses is reveded in gradud stages: first under the guise of dericdiam, then
in an illicit authoritarian church hierarchy, and findly, to be seen later, in the Papacy
itsdf—the Antichrigt.

The Second Seal (A.D. 323-539)
The red horse and the sword -- Revelation 6:3,4

More properly, the Greek word purrhos should have been trandated “fiery red,” a color
that is associated with the flamen pagan priesthood of Rome. The flame-red horse
indicates the infusion of heathen philosophy into the body palitic of the professed Church
of Chrigt. It dso points out the time period characterizing the second sedl, which began
when Chrigtianity was adopted as the rdigion of the empirein A.D. 323. From thistime
forward, the pagan priesthood prudently converted to the new faith, bringing into the
Chrigtian Church many of the heathen superdtitions, practices, and doctrines. In fact,
paganism disgppeared from without the Church in the exact proportion that it now
gppeared within it. Strife for pogtions of influence in the new religion of the empire arose
between the so-cdled orthodox hierarchy of the Chrigtian faith and the new inductees of
the former flamen priesthood. The bishop of Rome was made Pontifex in A.D. 378,
thereby appropriating to himsdf dl the prerogatives of the pagan priesthood as well as
retaining many of their false doctrines and practices.

The professed Church was aso torn asunder over the doctrine of the Trinity, between the
sympathizers of Arius, the reformer, and those of Athanasius, the defender of orthodoxy.
All Chridian communities were agitated and exasperated by the torturous and sometimes
elusve arguments about the nature of God. However, most of the Trinitarian advocates
characterigtically accused their antagonists of mean and secondary motivesin a manner
that clearly betrayed their own base spirit. Such felt the necessity for a definitive dogma
to preserve the unity of the faith asthey saw it, and their efforts led to character

nations, riots, and banishments. The weagpons of excommunication were forged in
this period and dogmas established. Thus the change made by Congtantine in the status of
the Church raised vexing problems that troubled the peace of the redim.

The eraof the second sed brought to light a bitter politica rivary and controversy in the
Eastern World between the patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, and Congtantinople, until
the latter gained the ascendancy among the primates. On the other hand, in the West, the
authority of the bishop of Rome was uncontested because there were no other cities of
great importance, and the emperor in distant Congtantinople did not have sufficient
authority or power to dampen the ardor and aspirations of the western pontiff.
Accordingly, he exercised immense political influence at home and possessed
considerable prestige abroad.

Thelegd triumph of the Roman Church over paganism, over rival patriarchs, and over all
so-called heresy—a triumph that began in Congantine' s day and was findized under
Judtinian in A.D. 539—completed its evolution from a persecuted sect to a persecuting
gtate Church.



The “great sword” (machaira) given to the mystery rider was a heavy-duty weapon
contoured, if necessary, to hack or bludgeon through an opponent’ s defense. Its
effectivenessin crushing the enemy depended more upon machete-widding energy and
brute strength. Jesus exhorted his followersto join the ranks of Antipas, the faithful
martyr class of this period, and to decry the spirit of patriarcha rivary, particularly that
which was headquartered in Rome, the seet or throne of Satan (Reveation 2:13).

The Third Seal (A.D. 539-1367)
The black horse and the balances -- Revelation 6:5,6

The black horse sgnifies doctrind darkness or error. But since this symbal is coupled
with arider carrying apair of balances, an additional thought is conveyed to indicate a
date of scarcity, bread by weight being a curse (cf. Leviticus 26:26; Reveation 6:6).
Therefore, the black horse a'so denotes atime period of prevailing famine (Lamentations
4:8; 5:10).

The expression “a pair of balances’ isatrandation of the sole word zugos, which inits
primary sense means “ayoke’ and is thus rendered everywhere else in Scripture. Of
course the choice of thisword isintended to identify the type of measuring device
employed, namely, ayoke-beam baance scale. Might not the thought of ayoke scae be
aso intended to indicate a prevailing condition of oppression and servitude?

This wretched circumstance, like that of Job, did not escape divine notice but was
foreseen and permitted as atest. The scae held doft by the mystery rider shows that the
horseman had complete custody over the food rationing about to take place. Before the
sgnificance of this verse can be interpreted, a definition of the terminology employed is
essential.

A “measure’ (Greek choinix) denotes asmal quantity containing approximatdy 1 pints

of dry measure (see Young's Analytical Concordance to the Holy Bible). “Wheat” isa
symbol both of God's ect (Matthew 3:12; 13:30) and of their food (Psalm 81:13,16;
147:11,14). A “penny” (Greek denarius) isajust wage for aday of labor (Matthew 20:1-
16). “Three measures’ sgnifies error being more prevaent than truth, reminiscent of the
leaven which that woman Jezebel used in adulterating three measures of med (Matthew
13:33). “Barley” isacommon food that is sometimes associated with an adulteress
(Hosea 3:1,2) or thet is linked with the jealousy offering of awife under suspicion of
infiddity (Numbers 5:15). “Qil” represents the holy spirit. “Wine’ denotes the joy and
love of the truth.

By combining dl these terms from a naturd standpoint, one is able to sense the thrust of
the vison. Thisingght, in turn, assgts in understanding the spiritud gpplication.

The rider of the black horse, in atime of scarcity, carriesascde in his hand to ration
granthat isfor sde a an exorbitant price considering the proportional amount of med
obtained, especidly the wheat. After ahard day of labor, aman is able to procure only a
scant daily provison of whest, the bare subsistence leve of food dlowed a dave, without



any surplusfor his family. Therefore, the servant is forced to purchase the barley, instead
of thewhedt, in order to feed the other hungry mouths.

A condition of want is described under the third sedl, affecting in this ingtance the whole
of Chrigtendom. It isa condition not of materid deprivation, but of spiritual need—"not a
famine of bread, nor athirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord” (Amos 8:11,
12). Yet thefaithful Elijah class of this black horse era, though not finding an abundance
of Scripture available, nonetheless fared better than did others. Instead of a diminution of
benefit, the “no frills’ life-support system furnished for the Lord' s people seems to have
had the opposite effect.

The comfort and consolation of the holy spirit (the ail), and the love of the truth with its
exhilarating, compensatory joy (the wine), appear to have disproportionately far
outweighed their meager provision of food (Psam 37:16).

The Fourth Seal (A.D. 1367-1517)
The pale horse, Death, and Hell -- Revelation 6:7,8

The second part of this verse should be rendered: “His name that sat on him was Degth,
and the grave [Greek hades] followed him.”

The Greek word chloros, used to describe the color of the fourth horse, is trandated
“pa€e’ inthe mgority of New Testament versons. Thisword occurs only four timesin
Scripture. In the three other ingtances, it is rendered unequivocaly as“green” sinceit is
associated with the color of grass. But in verse 8 the trandators designated the horse as
amply “paée’ without reference to any specific color. The inference is that the animdl

was somewhat of an off-shade whitish hue, no clue being given as to whether therewas a
tinge of green or yelow. Some trandators prefer to think of the horse as ashen, acolor
more easly identifiable with death. Others, however, qudify the color as“deathly paé€’
(Jerusdem Bible) or “sickly green” (Phillips Modern English).

While the horse should properly be regarded as pale, sickly green in appearance, yet both
horse and rider were soon seen to inflict great havoc upon others. The rider used the
anima to pursue and destroy what it consdered to be the enemy. In fact, so successful
was the horseman’ s endeavor that he was aptly named Degth. Why was this appdlation
used? The color of the horse not merely signifiesits death-deding activity againgt
opponents, but also exposes a saf-contained, inherent maady that portends an eventua
fate (not here ddlineated) Smilar to that being meted out to others—ultimate retribution.

Thisvison seemsto indicate that both the leadership and the doctrine of the orthodox
Church were directed againgt an unnamed and despised foe deemed (erroneoudy) as
heretica (John 16:2). The very exposure of alatent diseasein the body politic of the
Church by the advocates of reform infuriated the rider to raly his forces againgt such
informers. The spirit of the mystery rider was reflected in the body of the horse, in the
church doctrine, which figuratively was blanched white with frustration and anger, hurt to



the “quick,” stung with the reproach of “heretica” reporting that disclosed the identity of
the fase Church as Antichrist (otherwise designated as Degth).

Only one personage, one rider, was named Degath, only a single individua was pictured

on horseback, being referred to as “his [not their] namethat sat on him” (verse 8a). The
context indicates that the rider, Death, was the causd factor in the carnage and that hades
followed in the wake of Death. To express the matter another way, the rider and his horse
proceeded forth, and a graveyard of destruction was left behind.

Viewed in thislight, the details blend into a harmonious whole. The vision declares that
“power was given . . . over the fourth part of the earth.” There were four parts or four
magor divisons of Christendom during the fourth sedl; namely, (1) Spain and Portugd;
(2) England; (3) France, Burgundy, and Italy; and (4) Germany and the House of
Hapsburg. Of these divisions, the scene and activity described in verse 8 relate to
England primarily. It was there that the spiritud warfare occurred.

The power was used “to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with degth, and with the
beasts of the earth.” The afflictions visted upon the hapless victims during the fourth sedl
were executed without mercy as though they were judgments by divine gppointment.

A further remarkable coincidence took place to mark this period: aravaging, literd
pestilence known as the “Black Degath.”

The Fifth Seal (A.D. 1517-1789)
The souls under the altar -- Revelation 6:9-11

These verses, describing the souls of those under the dtar who were crying with aloud
voice for the avenging of their shed blood, their desth, clearly address the first incidence
of murder recorded in the Old Testament (Genesis 4:3-11). In fact, aclose scrutiny of the
Genesis account sheds congderable light upon the significance of the lesson embodied in
the fifth sed. Back there brother Cain dew brother Abel; but here in the Apocaypse the
andogy and enigma being presented are of a persecuting Church inflicting punishment
upon a persecuted Church. In the distant past, the first-born Cain was moved with
jedousy and envy againg innocent Abd; in the Revelaion account, the time-honored
nomind Church is stirred with anger against what it consdersto be alate-coming,
dissdent (though in redlity a peace-loving) membership.

The voice and the blood of verse 10 bear astriking Smilarity to the voice and blood of
Geness 4:10. That the voice is not to be taken in aliteral sense as the anguished cry of
the deceased is discerned in that both symbols (the voice and the blood) have a spiritua
sgnificance depicting retributory justice—i.e., justice which demands satisfaction and
punitive judgment for aviolation of life-rights. The blood at the bottom of the altar
indicates amartyred class. Those of thisfifth period who faithfully seeled their testimony
in blood were thusin line to receive the crown of life.



The reward to be given to faithful Chrigtians previoudy dan (by those in nomina
churchianity possessing the murderous spirit of Cain) is here desgnated. The Abd class
is assured that white vindication robes, representing also victory togas, are secured to dll
thus “dain for the word of God,” evento “every one of them” maintaining their integrity
and sedling their testimony in “blood”—in death (verses 9 to 11a). All such will receive a
better resurrection to life (Mark 8:35,36; Luke 9:24,25) and inherit awhite (pure) nature
in the soirit ream.

This“rest yet for a. . . season [chronos, atime]” is symbolic; i.e., aperiod of 360 litera
yearsis sgnified. In other words, the more-thanovercomers dain in Christ were
gppointed to arest or deep in deeth for afixed duration of time: from the latter part of
A.D. 1517 to the early spring of A.D. 1878.

The Sixth Seal (A.D. 1789-1878)
Earthquake, sun, moon, and stars -- Revelation 6:12-17

The “earthquake’ is not a mere earth tremor or trembling, either great or small; it refers
instead to aviolent eruption of the lower strata of society long chafing under centuries of
represson and misrule, resulting in the temporary overthrow of the established norm of
law and order and its replacement with atenyear reign of terror. This earthquake, which
introduces the sixth sed, is the French Revolution (1789-1799). Thefdl of the Badtille
was the tocsn announcing this upheava in France,

Nearly al the ablest French scholars and writers of that day despised the Church and
were unbelieversin Chrigtianity. They consequently availed themselves of every
opportunity to assall religion. Thusinfidelity soon became the fashion. Many of the
nobility, with amusement and pleasure, hearkened to these teachings of unbelief, which
relieved them from the restraints of Christian morality. Later the court, becoming
adarmed, laid a prohibition on their works, but did not dare to punish the writers
themsdves as they were too numerous and powerful. Notwithstanding such restriction,
their writings proliferated and became one of the most powerful agentsin ushering in the
Revolution. These philosophers hated the rdigious establishment as a politica indtitution.
They were concerned not because the ecclesiastics assumed to regulate the concerns of
the next life, but because they oppressively controlled the present life through their satus
aslandlords, seigniors, tithe-holders, and administrators. The ecclesiastics occupied
positions of honor, privilege, and might in a society that was to be overthrown.

The teachings of true Chrigtianity do erode and undermine dictatorid government, and
therefore, despots have invariably waged warfare againgt the Bible. When Papacy
became the great spiritual despotism that darkened the world, the Bible was the book it
hated and feared above dl others. With caution this corrupt hierarchy sdected afew
passages about submission and obedience, which it alowed to be read to the people,
while the mgegtic principles of equdity and fraternity, upon which the mora code of the
Bibleisreared, were vigilantly excluded from the public mind.



In short, Chrigtianity had two classes of vigorous lants. (1) There were those who

did not know how to discriminate between true Christianity and churchianity with its
corruptions; this class considered Chrigtianity and the Pgpa Church as one, and
endeavored to batter down the hateful structure as a bastille of woe. (2) The second class
understood Chrigtianity to be a system that frowned upon al impurity and that

continually pressed upon the mind afind judgment. Restive under such regtraints, they
labored for the overthrow of Chrigtianity so that guilt might find repose in unbelief.

The sun becoming dark “ as sackcloth of hair” sgnifies not amere diminution of sunlight
but a mournful, impenetrable darkness beclouding the earth on aclear day. This ceestia
disturbance recorded in the Apocalypse, abook of symbols, does not imply alitera
darkening of the sun or an actual discoloration of the moon, for it isto be interpreted
soiritudly.

While the gartling spectacle witnessed by the gpostie—namely, the catastrophic quake
upon the earth and the dissolution of the heaven above—is seen to have adirect cause
and effect relationship, yet an additiona thought is inferred. Both the disturbance below,
upon the earth, aswdll asthe disorder above it occur dmost concurrently, thet is, during
the Revolution itsdf.

Asthe light, heat, energy, and gravity of the sun (the moon aso) exert their influence

upon the plangt, affecting vegetation and animd life, so likewise the lessons and precepts
of holy Scripture, whether properly or improperly drawn, have affected the populace. The
surface of the earth represents organi zed society underneath rdligious restraint. The
mountains depict autocratic, authoritarian kingdoms of earth; and the ides, republican or
democratic indtitutional forms of government. The heavens represent the powers of
Spiritua control.

In the human family arrangement the sun, the moon, and the stars condtitute the father,
the mother, and the children, respectively (Genesis 37:9,10). With regard to earth’s
rulership, the sun, the moon, and the stars would represent the king, the queen, and other
governmental dignitaries, respectively.

The portion of the sixth-sedl vison in which the sars of heaven are seen to fal unto the
earth, primarily deals with those in the ecclesagtical reslm whom the popul ace had
previoudy looked up to, but who now, in the French Revolution, fel from this esteem.

Why are the faling sars likened to a“fig tree” cagting “her untimedly figs’ when shaken

of amighty wind? Obvioudy, thisis another figuretive representation of the Revolution
earthquake. Just as the Jewish nation, the fig tree (Matthew 24:32; Jeremiah 24), wasthe
professed people of God, so the fig tree here, in antitype, is the professed gospel Church.
Jesus curding thefig tree at his First Advent, so that it withered in one day, indicated the
soornto-come destiny of Isradl for rgjecting Messiah (Mark 11:12-14,20,21).

That figs represent either good or evil individuds of the Jewish nation isdearly seeniin
Jeremiah 24. In the Reveation account the same is true, the representation being of



individuas of the professed Church of Chridt. In thisingtance, however, only the nomind
individuas are depicted (true Chrigtians are excluded). The “untimely figs’ suggest that
though this picture closely pardlds some of the events of the end time, it is but the “fore-
crop” of the full and even more bitter harvest il to come.

The scenes of violence in the French Revolution were untimely, premature, for the
iniquity of the spiritud Amorites was not then yet full (Genesis 15:16). To dl practicd
purposes, the earthquake (verse 12) and the “mighty wind” (verse 13) are synonymous,
both representing different aspects of the same Revolution. The “four winds’ (Revelation
7:1), only when unleashed, together with till another earthquake (Revelation 8:5),
portray the great Armageddon. The Revolution in France, with its wind/earthquake,
serves as a prototype of that whichisto occur in the near future.

From the highest to the lowest, dl people in the redlm were eventudly affected by the
reign of terror. Even those who were initidly receptive to and proponents of reform
became sick of the bloodshed and longed for stability and moderation of government. As
time ensued, conditions evolved to such a state that al, both great and small, feared for
their own safety and sought every manner of escape.

At firdt, security was sought within the confines of the nation, but it seemed there were as
many informers as there were people. Soon attempts were made to dicit the intervention
and ad of foreign governments—even for invasion by these powers—to put a stop to the
revolt. This effort falling, many of the citizenry fled to other lands (* mountains,”
kingdoms), seeking to lose their identity there in some haven or refuge styled “the dens.”
Some tried to identify with others of foreign extraction who had notable power and
influence, particularly in the military. These are “therocks’ (instead of Christ) dluded to
(1 Corinthians 10:4; Matthew 7:24).

The expressions “fall on[or "over'] us’ and “hide us’ disclose the people’ s abject
humiliation; the complete abnegation of former assumed rights, titles, and privileges, if
any; and the cagting of their entire lot and fortune to the custodia care of others. The
context seems to indicate that even those who formerly lived in unbelief now sensed, in
this reversd of the sate of affairsin their lives, that somehow a divine retribution for past
misconduct and misdeeds was being brought to their attention. Historians verify that
many in those days thought, indeed, the dread Armageddon had come.

The Seventh Seal (A.D. 1878-)
Silence in heaven -- Revelation 8:1

With the opening of the previous six sed's, John witnessed startling events, but when the
seventh sedl is broken—the last and the most significant of a series because the others led
up to it—what happens? Nothing! This example of the gpostl€ s patient obedience, this
demondration of loyaty—that is, hiswaiting in the midst of profound silence for one-

haf hour before the recurrence of sound and visua movement (without prior explanation
or direction indicated)—to most persons would seem psychologicaly interminable. No
doubt John sensed that the literd slence he was experiencing had some spiritua



sgnificance. It perhaps heightened and intensified, rather than dampened or diminished,
his ardor or his curiogity as to the reason for this absence of sound.

In what sense can it be said there will be aheavenly haf hour of slence in the spiritud
life of the Chrigtian here on earth below during the time period of the seventh sed? It is
replied: A marked sense of dienation, afedling of want of ingtruction, atemporary lack
of communication with God—all these sensations will be experienced by those
individuas who prove not fortunate enough to be identified with the Very Elect as
participants in the spirit (invisible) rapture of the last members of the Church in the flesh.

Isthere a precedent in Scripture that would illugtrate this point? Yes. Prior to his
ascension to heaven in acloud, Jesustold his disciples to go to Jerusdlem and wait there
for further indruction (areference to receiving the holy spirit of light and understanding).
The apostles heeded the admonition and went to the city, where they waited behind
locked doors because they feared the Jews. They remained there for ten days—waiting.
Then, in the due time, the Pentecostal descent of the holy spirit fell upon them. They
heard the sound of a mighty wind, felt the house tremor, and saw tongues of fire gppear
on the head of each one assembled there. When this strange happening subsided, each
found he could speak in some foreign tongue or diaect. The appearance of tongue-shaped
flames on their heads Sgnified that the holy spirit had given them this ability as a gift.
Henceforth, this prior Sgn proved to be a symbol of their capability not only to spesk
various languages, but to do so with power and authority (John 14:26; 16:8; Acts 13-
5,12-14; 2:1-4). One noteworthy point should be kept in mind: The waiting period of
slence and inactivity back there was punctuated, at its conclusion, by agtartling and
dramatic event—a demongtration of wind, shaking, and fire.

The seventh sed slence refers to a situation somewhat smilar to the closing events of
the First Advent. The comparison isto the departure of the last members of the Little
Flock beyond the veil of flesh while the secondary or Great Company class are left
behind to await renewed strength and further invedtiture of the holy spirit.

When The Chrigt is complete, the haf hour of slence will occur, preceding the
earthquake. In other words, the silence will take place between the completion of the
sacrifice and the Time of Trouble. 1t will accentuate the earthquake, and the earthquake
will punctuate the silence. During thisinterim period, the Church will be formally
presented to the Father and given their reward. After their grand entrance (2 Peter 1:11),
God has atime scheduled—the exact length of which is unknown (perhgps six months
more or less)—that will be awaiting period for the Great Company class.

After the Bride of Chrigt is complete and the wedding ceremonies have subsided, a
marriage supper will be prepared. The Bride will return down here to get her bridesmaids
to come to this supper, but first the Great Company have to be made ready by entering
into the Time of Trouble and washing their robes white in the blood of the Lamb
(Revdaion 7:14). They will be led into the wilderness “ by the hand of afit man” to get
this experience (Leviticus 16:21). Then they will be rescued with the destruction of the
flesh so that the spirit may be saved (1 Corinthians 5:5).



Revelation 16-20

The Beast, False Prophet and Dragon

And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of
the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet—Revelation 16:13

David Doran

To many the various playersin the dramaof the book of Revelation are mysterious and
confusing. Because three of these are particularly important during the sixth plague
(Revedation 16:12-16), an understanding of their identitiesisvita.

The Beast

Excluding the “four beasts’ of Revelaion 4—which are not beagts at all; the Greek is
best trandated “living ones’—there are two beasts in the book of Revelation. Oneis
commonly caled the ten-horned beast (Revelation 13:1) and the other is cdled the two-
horned beast (Reveation 13:11). Both play important parts in the history and prophecy of
Chrigtianity. Usudly, however, when one refers smply to “the beast,” the ten-horned
beast is meant.

The beasts as symbolic representations are complicated. An in-depth study of them would
consider their heads, horns, bodies, and even their rider. But for smplicity’s sake, let us
look at just the big picture. The “beast” represents Roman Catholicism, particularly inits
complicated relaionship to “The Holy Roman Empire’ and its remnants.

In one case the beast does not represent the Roman Catholic Church, but rather the people
(thebody of thebeast) over which that church had domination. In chapter 17 the Roman
Catholic Church is shown as arider on the beast. Such a separation was necessary to
show propheticaly how the people would turn on this church and destroy her; thusthe
picture separates thebeast (the church itsdlf) from the body of the beast (the people under
the church). This beast of chapter 17 isaso found in 11.7.

Reveation 13 shows some of the particulars in the history of “the Beast” (the Roman
Cahalic rdigious empire):

1. Itisborn out of restless turmoail (the seq), verse 1.
2. During its higtory it has the support of other powers (ten horns), verse 1.

3. It changesits methods of thinking and organization (seven heads), verse
1.



4. Its characterigtics (names) create false impressions of God
(blasphemies), verse 1.

5. Its power is shared between its supporters (diadems on horns, verse 1)
and itself (power, throne, and authority, verse 2).

6. It received its power by gift from the “dragon” (civil power), verse 2.

7. It experienced a great and near-fatd chalenge (wound) to its authority
by the great Reformation, verse 3.

8. It dominated and persecuted true Chrigtian efforts for 3 symbolic years,
aliterd 1,260-year span, verses 5 and 6.

9. During thistime it was alowed to make incredible damswhich
dishonored anddistorted the image of God, verses 5and 6 (see dso Danidl
7:8,11,25; 2Thessalonians 2:3,4).

The False Prophet

The higtory of the false prophet is consderably more obscure. It isfirst mentioned in
Revedtion 16:13 where it appears suddenly and without introduction. Fortunately a
comparison of two other texts dlows us to have a reasonable certainty about its origin
and identity.

Its identity is inseparably linked to the two-horned beast of Reveation 13. Thistwo-
horned beast has been reasonably identified by Bible Students as the Church of England,
anon-Protestant separation from the Roman church. Chapter 13 gives usinformation
regarding this two-horned beast:

1. Its origin, unlike the ten-horned beast, is not out of restless turmoail
(sea), but outof an aready-established socia order (earth), verse 11.

2. Itisso strongly linked to its supporting state (dragon) thet its expression
comes from the monarch who is considered to beits head, verse 11.

3. Itisbardy digtinguishable in doctrine and practice from its predecessor
so that it contributes to the successful hedling of its predecessor, verse 12.

4. By itsdaring act of separation, it convinces others that separate parts of
Chrigtianity can be successful, verse 14.

5. It gets the opportunity and power to vitdize this bresk-away (Protestant
Chridtianity, an image of the beast), verse 15.



These points are essentid to identify the false prophet. A careful reeding of Revelation
19:20 supplies additiona needed information.* The fase prophet is said to have
“performed the Signsin [the beast’s| presence,” and to have * deceived those ... who dwell
on the earth,” and to cause “amark.” All of these things are said of the two-horned beast
in 13:12-16. It is, therefore, inescapable that the two-horned beast is part of thisfase
prophet.

It is clear that the “image of the beast” in chapter 13 is a separate entity from the two-
horned beast but ill closely connected to it. The two-horned beast “ suggests’ the
making of the image and dso givesit “breath.” But the image d <o, like the two-horned
beast, smply disappears from view in Revdation; its demiseis not shown. Reveation
19:20 acknowledges the place which the image played in history, but ssemsto dismissit
as an entity of the past. The strong implication is that the false prophet is not the two-
horned beadt, nor isit theimage. It isthe result of the two-horned beast’s giving “breath”
to the image. In other words, once the fal se prophet appears on the scene, the Church of
England and the Protestant federation of churches go off the scene as actors and are
replaced by a combination of the two which becomes known as the fase prophet.

This change apparently happens during the progress of the seven plagues of chapter 16.
Note that the first plague (16:2) is upon those worshipping the image. By the time the
gaxth plagueisin progress, the image has vanished, and the false prophet is functioning.

The Dragon

In one sense the dragon is the least complicated symbol of these three. Bible Students are
nearly unanimous in agreeing that it represents a purely civil power, a politica entity
rather than ardigious one. It isimportant, however, that it be consstently maintained as
asymbol. Reveation is nearly dl symbols (Reveation 1:1) and much care should be
taken to not reed it literdly. The dragon isacase in point. It is not uncommon for Bible
Students to read Revelation 20 and interpret it as the binding or restraining of the literd
devil. The“dragon” of Reveation 20 is not the literd devil (dthough heis surdy
involved and included in the activity described). Jesus parable about binding the “ strong
man” (Matthew 12:29; Mark 3:27) teaches us that the literd devil will definitely be
bound. But that is not the subject matter of Revelation 20 which describes the binding of
the symbolic devil—the dragon (civil power).

The dragon first occursin Reveation 12 whereit initialy represents pre-Chrisian Rome
(verses 3 and 7) and then as history progressesiit represents the remnants of the civil
power which once was Rome (verses 9, 13 and 17). In chapter 13 it is not specificdly
mentioned, but it isincorporated into the vast church-state empire represented by the
beast. Hence there are certain correspondencies in the descriptions of the dragon in 12:13
and the beast in 13:1.

When we next meet the dragon in Revelation 16:13, he isin close cooperation with the
beast and fase prophet. This part of the prophecy is yet before us and should provide
some colorful and exciting events to behold! Even the falen angds will beinvolved (see



Reveaion 16:14). Since these three entities—Roman Catholicism, Protestant Collusion,
and Civil Power—are al here shown as prominent playersin end-time prophecy, their
dedtruction is of vitd interest to us.

The two religious entities (the beast and false prophet) are destroyed at the close of the
Gogpd age harvest as recorded in Revelation 19:20. The civil entity (the dragon) is
bound a thousand years and is then destroyed in the little season at the close of the
Millennium (20:10) where heis once again united with the other two symboalic entitiesin
oblivion.

Revdation 20:10 uses the name “devil” not “dragon.” Thisis not awesknessin
interpretation but an acknowledgement of the complexity of the symbol. This symbolic
dragon (civil power) is given four descriptive names when it first appearsin Reveation
12:9. The same four names are gpplied only in one other ingtance, Reveation 20:2. Thus
in both hisfirg and his last gppearance in this great drama, hels identified symbalicdly as
“dragon ... serpent ... devil ... Satan.” Just as one would not question his symbolismin
chapters 12 and 16, there is al'so no reason to switch to believing aliterd devil isbeing
described in chapter 20. The prophecy seemsto show that while false religion will be
abolished by the end of the Gospd harvest (19:20), civil power as athrest to men will
only be restrained, not destroyed, at that time. Civil power will make a regppearance at
the close of the Millennium to give man the test based on deception. The literal devil will
no doubt be the ingtigator and power behind this civil deception, and he will meet his
persond fate a that time as wdll (20:9). But Reveation 20 is not redly about the persond
devil.

Any discusson of the binding of Satan is greetly clarified when these truths become
evident. The litera devil cannot be bound until the true church is complete and Satan's
religious masterpieces are destroyed. But the binding or restraining of the powers of the
civil/palitica world need not await those events. The binding of the civil power devil (the
dragon in symbol) is gradua and has been in progress since the Lord' s return. Revelation
20 makesit clear that thisis a progressive, five-step, process. 1) laying hold of the
dragon; 2)binding the dragon with a chain (compare Psam 149:8); 3) throwing the
dragon into an abyss, 4) shutting the abyss, and 5) sedling the abyss until the thousand
years are completed. Thus the binding of “ Satan” depends criticaly on whether oneis
talking about the literd devil of Jesus strong man parable or the symboalic devil of
Reveation 20.

Through the history and prophecy of the beast, dragon, and fase prophet, the Lord is
showing us that the enemies of the true church and the world are, have been, and will be
not just fase religion, but aso the sdfish, power-retaining activities of the Sate. It iswise
that dl the true followers of the Master be informed and prepared.
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Financia Statement
of the Pastora Bible Institute, Inc.

Statement of Net Worth -- April 30, 2001 [unaudited]

Current Assets:
Cash and Investments............ccucu...... $141,017
Fixed ASSELS: ..ot None
(= o ] L= None
NET WORTH, APRIL 30, 2001 ................ $141,017
Analysis of Net Worth
INCOME
Contributions ..........cceevveeeeeeeeecreceee $13,724
Sdeof Material .......coeeeeveeeeieeeeeecee e 2,264
Herald Subscriptions..........cccceceeeevrieennene. 4,627
INterest ... 6,775
MembDErshipS ..o 25
Miscellaneous INCOME ......ccvcveeeeeeeceeeeerenene 907
Total INCOME ...ceeevreeeeeeecrrrreeeeeccrssneeeeccnes $28,322
EXPENSES
Purchase of Materid for Resdle...................... 1,945
Printing and Reproduction ..............cceceeenee.. 6,588
Postage and DeliVery .......ccccovevivrececesienn, 5,507
Administrative and Genegrd ...........cccceeveereneee. 562
MiISCEIANEOUS .......cceeeeecrecececeeceeeree e, 458
Total Operating EXpense .........cceeeereecnresnes $15,060
Net Gain for Fiscal Year .... e $13,262
Net Worth, May 1, 2000 .........ccoceeevvercrvnccineecsnnenes $127,755

Net Worth, April 30, 2000 ..$141,017




Respectfully Submitted by Len Griehs, Treasurer

PBI Annual Report for 2000-2001

“And this| pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in dl
judgment; That ye may agpprove things that are excdlent; that ye may be sincere and
without offencetill the day of Christ.”—Philippians 1.9,10

During the past 83 years, the work of the Pastord Bible Indtitute has undergone many
changes. Through times of prosperity and through difficult days, the directors of the

I ngtitute have sought to adapt their efforts to meet the needs of the brotherhood. In turn,
the members and friends of the Ingtitute have fregly given prayers, encouragement, and
assistance, both spiritualy and temporally. We greatly appreciate this support and want to
express our gppreciation to the brethren for thar interest and involvement in the work of
the Inditute.

It isnot only the financia contributions which enable usto carry on our activities, but
countless hours of volunteer [abor in the preparation, production, and mailing of our
magazine and booklets. For al of this, we sncerely say “Thank You.”

We began the year 2001 with anew look to the cover of The Herald. Each issue bears a
full color illugtration appropriate to the theme of that particular edition. Thisisnot only to
enhance the gppearance of the journal, but also to make it easier to distinguish between
eech individud issue. Thiswould not be possible without the fredly contributed work of
preparing the color separations by one of the brethren, to whomwe owe a specia debt of
graitude.

The circulation of The Herald has been roughly doubled this year due to adecison by the
directors to supply free copies to ecclesias in economically depressed countries where
Englishiswiddy read. We presently mail 265 copiesto four ecclesiasin India, 90 copies
to two classes in Ghana, and 415 copiesto eight ecclesasin Nigeria

In an endeavor to encourage the use of the magazine for public witness, the directors
have approved a plan to offer 100 copies free for ecclesas to usein such amanner. They
aso authorized any classto offer a Six-month free subscription to any of the interested
public. Some ecclesias have been using The Herald as an atractive offer in fair booths,
fleamarkets, or in shopping mdls. We have had one inquiry about providing copiesfor a
digtribution rack, smilar to those used for daily newspapers.

We continue to stock awide selection of free booklets, periodicaly inserting copiesin
The Herald magazine to encourage their use by our readers. Two new reprints of existing
booklets are presently in production with full-color covers and tear-off postcards for
responses.

The Herald web page continues to grow and we receive a steady response to it. There are
presently over 700 items on the Site and we are inddling a search engine to make the



materid more readily usable for research. During the coming year we plan to place more
of our booklets “on ling” with a button alowing the fast down-loading of the booklets by
aweb user. One of the members of the PBI has devel oped a page, accessible through our
home page, where scores of Bible study helps, including al the writings of Pastor C. T.
Russd|, are available for download in the format of the popular On-Line Bible software.
Currently this materid is available for download only.

Once again, we would like to express our gppreciation to dl the brethren who have made
the continuation of thiswork possible. It is our continued prayer that the activities of the
PBI be dways carried out with the ultimate objective of glorifying the name of our
heavenly Father and as a service to those who love and serve his cause.

The Directors, Pastord Bible Indtitute

World News
Religious

Tdiban soldiers dlegedly rounded up more than 500 boys and men ranging in age from
early teenage to the dderly in Y akawlang—atown in centrd Afghanistan. Ther hands
were tied behind their backs; they were dlegedly taken to a compound where each was
shot in the head. Tdiban leader Mullah Mohammed Omar has denied that this took place.
However, he banned journdists from visiting the area. The victims were members of
Hazaras, a Shiite Mudim religious group. The Tdiban are generaly Pustun-spesking
Sunni Mudims

—Reuters, 2/19/2001

In North America, there are laws a the sate, provincid and federa levels which prevent
discrimination in employment, on the basis of gender, race, religion, etc. But religious
groups are generdly given an exemption from these laws, they can discriminate againgt
any group on any basis. According to The Orlando Sentinel, The Holy Land Experience
in Orlando, FL, requires prospective employees to sgn a Chrigtian “ doctrind statement”
of belief. Not only does this discriminate againgt non-Christians, it aso appearsto
exclude Charismatic, Pentecostd and liberd Chrigtians from gpplying for employment to
work at the $16 million, 15-acre “living biblica museum.” Founder Marvin Rosenthd,
and Independent Baptist pastor, is quoted as saying: “We are not charismatics. We love
them. We appreciate them. But we would not offer them ajob.”

—Strang Publications, 3/11/2001

Pope John Paul 11, in asweeping statement of regret amed at hedling Chritianity’ s east-
west divide, begged God' s forgiveness Friday for sns committed by Roman Catholics
“agang their Orthodox brothers and sssters,” including the plunder of the Byzantine
capita by 13th century Crusaders. His powerful and unexpected gesture came during the
first vigt by apope to Greece, an Eastern Orthodox stronghold, since the schism of 1054.



It drew warm gpplause from Orthodox clerics who until two months ago had demonized
the pope and refused to welcome him. It was a papa act of mea culpa diplomacy on a par
withthe visit last year to Jerusdlem’ s Western Wall, where John Paul sought pardon for
centuries of Cathalic torment of the Jewish people. That higtoric pilgrimage solidified the
Vatican's rdationship with Isradl, furthering the pope’ s god of building bridgesto other
faths.

—Los Angdles Times, 5/5/2001
Social

Census data released by Chinaand India confirm the remarkable fact that the two Asan
neighbors account for more than athird of al humanity. China boasts a population of
1.27 hillion while India has 1.03 hillion, officid figures say. Each country has more
people within its borders than existed on the entire planet about the time American
revolutionaries met to sign the Declaration of Independence. Together, thetwo Asian
giants added about 300 million people—more than live in the U.S—to theworld tdly in
the last 10 years. “It’s unprecedented in human history, the kind of population growth
that we ve seen during the 20th century,” said Gary Gardner, director of research at the
Worldwatch Ingtitute in Washington.

—Los Angeles Times, 3/29/2001

343,000 is 1) the amount by which the population of al European Union countries
combined grew in 2000; and 2) the amount by which India s population grew in the first
week of 2001.

—Time, 3/12/2001

More than 3 million people in Sudan are threatened by famine, and thousands could die,
the U.N. World Food Program warned Thursday. A severe drought has added to the
misery caused by an 18-year civil war and previous famines that have left 2 million
people dead and more than 4 million displaced, sad Massoud Hyder, the WFFP's
representative in Sudan. “We have a critical Stuation in Sudan—the WFP is running out
of food at atime when we are supporting 3 million people there,” Hyder said a anews
conference in London. “1f you went to Sudan today, you would not see dead bodies. But
it will be alot different by July—devadtetingly different.”

—Los Angdles Times, 3/30/2001

Financia

The World Bank and Internationa Monetary Fund could easily cancel the debts owed to
them by the world's most heavily indebted poor countries without touching their financia

hedlth, according to an accountants' report. The campaigning group commissoned the
report from Chantrey Velacott, the City of London accountancy firm. It suggested that



the two organizations could immediately reduce debts of the 26 so-cdled Highly-
Indebted Poor Countries by some $3 billion, and after that generate a further $1 hillion a
year that would retire debt and pay interest asthey came due. Thiswould alow the
cancellation of the debt over the next quarter century.

—Financid Times, 4/11/2001

[Some] Poles suspect their rich German neighbors of disdaining them asthe great
unwashed. During the protracted negotiations to admit as many as ten countries, mostly

in Centra Europe, into the European Union, the applicants suspicion that West
Europeans want to keep them at arm’s length has flared up from timeto time. So it was
no surprise that Poles and others reacted angrily this month to the news that the European
Commission, the EU’ s bureaucracy, would propose restrictions on the free movement of
labor, even &fter they join the EU. The commission’s proposa is close to one made by
Gerhard Schrdder, the German chancdllor. The ideais that the new members' citizens
will not be allowed complete access to the western countries’ job markets for up to seven
years dfter they join the EU. The basis for West European warinessis clear, if flawed.
There is an enormous wage gap between the EU’ s current 15 members and the would-be
members—some of which are likely to join the EU as soon as 2004 or 2005. In nomina
terms, average wages in the ten Central European gpplicants are only 14% of the average
inthe EU 15; even adjusted for purchasing power, the gap is stark, with Centra European
wages less than 40% of those paid in the EU 15. This gap has led to fears among the

EU'’ s present members of aflood of cheap labor from the east, dragging down the wages
and socid standards of the west.

—The Economist, 4/19/2001
Civil

Congo’ s 32-month war with its neighbors has killed about three million people,
according to asurvey by the International Rescue Committee (IRC). Only afew hundred
thousand desths were directly attributable to the battles fought by the Congolese army,
the paper said. The mgority were the result of starvation, disease and deprivation in
Congo and neighboring states. A further two million people were made homeless by the
conflict. The estimated number of deaths are one-third higher than the deeth toll in 18
years of conflict in Sudan, and three times higher than the accepted estimate of 1 million
deaths for the Biafran civil war in the 1960s. Congo was formerly Zaire, and hasa
population of aout 50 million. “Things are alittle worse than the picture we painted last
year,” said Les Roberts, an epidemiologist formerly with the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention who conducted last year’ s IRC survey. “And last year’ s estimate turns out
to have been low.”

—Washington Post, 4/30/2001

More than 1 billion people have no access to clean water and 3.4 million die every year
of diseases that could easily be remedied by better supplies and sanitation, the World



Hedlth Organization (WHO) said Wednesday. The world' s poor pay more than therich
for worse water—up to 20% of household incomes—and face a greater risk of
waterborne illnesses, the WHO said during a news conference to mark World Water Day
today. “1n 1990, 1.1 billion people were without access to improved water—even just a
covered well. In 2000, the number was the same,” said Jamie Bartram, the WHO' s water,
sanitation and hedlth coordinator. He said that 2.4 billion people had no basic sanitation

in 1990 and that the Stuation was the same in 2000.

—Los Angeles Times, 3/22/2001

Russaisaming to regain its postion as the leader in world ams sdesin order to
recapture influence in the Middle East, North Africaand East Asa Under President
Vladimir Putin, Moscow is attempting to reclaim arms markets that withered as Russid's
military-industrial complex declined after the USSR collapsed. More than 70 percent of
Russa sarms sdes are to Indiaand China, both places where the Kremlin wants to
counter U.S. influence. Mogt of Russia s other top customers are former Soviet clients,
including Algeria, Vietnam and Syria. In recent weeks, Moscow has signded its intention
to seek lucrative deds with Iran and Libya, both of which have terrorit ties, regiond
ambitions, and hogtility toward the United States.

—Knight Ridder News Service, 3/6/2001

Living conditions for as many as 70,000 Afghan refugees crowded into a Pakistani border
camp have deteriorated due to torrentia rains and winds. The rains destroyed more than
3,150 shelters and flooded areas of the camp, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
sad in an assessment issued from Geneva. Children are bearing the brunt of the
unhealthy conditions, and refugees at the camp are dying every day, the UN said.
Afghans have fled drought, civil war and the threat of famine, UN officia Kenzo Oshima
told reportersin February. The humanitarian Stuation insde Afghanistan is* desperate”’
and aid workers say conditions are worse now than at any time during the decade-long
civil war, the UN relief agency said. The drought has destroyed dmost dl the rain-fed
cropsthat are vita to the subsistence way of life of 85 percent of Afghanistan’s 25
million people, according to UN World Food Program officids. “ Grain production has
fdlenin haf, people have esten their seed, sold their livestock and weatched their fruit
trees and vineyards die,” said John Wall, the World Bank’ s country director for Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

—Bloomberg News, 4/3/2001
Israel

Some 60,000 immigrants arrived in Isradl in 2000, a 17 percent drop from 1999,
according to the Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS). Although the former Soviet Union
remains the main source of immigrantsto Israel, the 2000 figures showed a 40 percent
drop from the previous year. Some 20 percent of the 2000 immigrants were children up to
the age of 14, and some 9.4 percent were over the age of 65. According to the CBS, the



least popular region for settlement by Russian immigrants is Jerusalem, with only 8
percent going to the capital, while 15 percent, a plurdity, choose Haifa as their home.
Some 30 percent of western immigrants choose Jerusaem.

—Had aretz, 4/3/2001

|sradl’ sfirst sea-water desdination plant will begin partial operations some two years
from now, reaching full commercid capacity, 50 million cubic meters annudly, only in
2004, said Water Commissioner Shimon Ta in the most recent report on the
implementation of government decisions on Isragl’ s water economy made less than ayear
ago. The plant will be built on land beonging to the Eilat- Ashkdon Pipeline Company in
Ashkelon and the preparation of a detailed project outline is underway.

—IMRA, 4/2/2001

|srael is the leading exporter of flowersto Europe. Thisyear, some 1.5 billion flowers
were shipped to Europe, some 30% of the entire stock of flower imports to the continent.
Kenyaisin second place, providing some 20% of Europe’ s flower needs.

—Arutz 7, 4/3/2001

For thefirg timein 2,000 years, vistors to Jerusdlem can ascend to the Second Temple
asit stood before its destruction by the Romansin 70 CE, thanksto avirtua
reconstruction opening to the public today. The project, the Ethan and Miriam Davidson
Exhibition and Virtud Recongruction Center, which links ancient stones uncovered by
archaeologigts with stete of the art hi-tech, islocated in the cellars of an Umayyad paace
complex near the Dung Gate in the Old City of Jerusalem. The project was congtructed
by the Antiquities Authority and the East Jeruslem Development Corporation. Asthe
vigtors descend into the center, they experience the sharp contrast of ancient stones and
modern building materias. A short video presentation takes them on atour of the area
leading up to the Temple, flashing back and forth between a guide in modern dress and
the same guide dressed as a pilgrim in ancient times. However, the jewd of the center is
an interactive computer presentation in which visitors can “go up” to the Temple,
graphicaly waking up the steps to the Hulda Gate and actualy waking into the Temple
Mount precinct, where they can “walk” in the royd stoa, the one area of the Temple from
which there is archaeologica evidence. For those who want to visit the project from their
homes, there is an Internet Ste: www.archpark.org.il.

—The Jerusalem Post, 4/18/2001



Revelation 8-11

The Seven Trumpets

And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven
trumpets.—Revelation 8:2

David Rice

The seven trumpet blasts of Revelation 8 through 11 are seven declarations of judgment
which fdl on the palitical-religious systems which impact God' s elect. These judgments
are inscribed “within and on the backside’ of the scroll in the right hand of God
(Reveation 5:1), but asthe scroll is sealed with seven sedl's, we are not introduced to the
actua content of these judgments until *he had opened the seventh sed” (Revelation 8:1).
Then, after adramatic introductory pause, “sllence in heaven about the space of half an
hour,” they are revealed.

That the contents of the scroll are foreboding judgmentsis attested by two Old Testament
texts. “Written within and without [were] lamentations, and mourning, and woe’ (Ezekid
2:10). “Everyone who stedlswill be purged away according to the writing on one Side,
and everyone who swears will be purged away according to the writing on the other Sde”’
(Zechariah 5:3, NASB).

Revelation 8:2 says*| saw the seven angels which stood before God,” as though they
appeared before in Revelation. Perhaps these seven angels, or spirits, are the same as “the
seven Spirits of God” which stood before his throne (Revelation 4:5).

There are two basic frames of reference in Revelation. Chapters 1 to 3 have their setting
“down here.” John was on the ide of Patmos when he heard a voice behind him, and
turning saw avison of Jesus walking among the candlesticks (Revelation 1:9-12). But

the scene changesin chapter 4. “A door was opened in heaven: and the first voice ... said,
Come up hither” (Revelaion 4:1). The remainder of Revdation has its setting “ up there,”
through the door in heaven, in the presence of God.

The symbols change in the two locations. Jesus, for example, appearsin the firgt three
chapters as a priest tending the candlesticks, but from the throne scene onward he appears
asalamb. Smilarly, the seven messengers are represented through chapter 3 as seven
garsin the right hand of Jesus, but afterward the “seven stars’ gppear no longer and
“seven lamps’ appear representing “ seven spirits.” Perhaps they are the sameclass. In
chapters 1 to 3 they are seven light-bearers; later they are seven spirits trumpeting God's
judgments.

Before the seven angels sound, a brief episode intervenesin verses 3-5. An angd
gtanding at the golden dtar offersincense “with the prayers of al saints.” This reminds us
of theincense on the Day of Atonement which pictures our Lord' slifeyidlded asa



fragrant offering to God. Without this our prayers as sons of God could not be received.
That means this scene—and thus the Trumpet Judgments—begin at the opening of the

Gospel age.
Trumpets One Through Four

Trumpet One produced a deadly trauma, “hail and fire mingled with blood ... cast upon
the earth: the third part of treeswas burnt up, and al green grasswas burnt up.” Earth, as
digtinct from sea, represents stable religious society. Thisjudgment evidently was againgt
the Jewish polity. In 70 A.D. Jerusalem was taken and the Jewish State broken. The green
grass represents the Jewish people (“dl fleshisgrass” Isaiah 40:6), and the trees the
leaders among them. The haf hour slence (verse one) may sgnify the period from the
opening of the age until thisfirst judgment.

Here, and in trumpets 2, 3, 4, and 6, a“third part” is afflicted, whereas the corresponding
plague judgments of the harvest have no such limitation. In trumpet two for example, a
third of the creaturesin the seadied; in plague two “every” living soul in the seadied.
Perhaps this indicates the seven plagues bring afindity, as compared with the judgments
through the age. Whether a detailed meaning can be given to each example of a“third
part” isuncertain. Perhapsit is used smply as a Gospe age number (3, 30, 300, 3000 dl
appear respecting our Lord' s atonement).

Trumpet Two. “A grest mountain burning with fire was cagt into the seac and the third
part of the sea became blood.” The great mountain represents Pagan Rome. As
Chrigtianity spread, paganism weskened, and the old empire fell to Congtantine
(nomindly Chrigian) & the battle of the Milvian bridge in 312. The sea represents the
peoples from which Congtantine drew his armies. Rome is sometimes represented by
Babylon (1 Peter 5:13), which Jeremiah 51:25 said God will make “a burnt mountain.”

With the fal of Judaism and Paganiam, two large impediments to Chridtianity were
removed. Notice apardld here to Mark 11:20-23 where Jesus cursed the fig tree (Isradl),
and declared that through faith even “this mountain ... [shal be] removed ... and cast into
the sea,” a symbolic reference to Rome. Later representatives of both indtitutions assailed
Jesus, when “they sen[t] unto him ... Pharisees [leadersin Isradl] and ... Herodians
[supporters of Rome], to catch him in hiswords’ (Mark 12:13). They proved no maich
for hiswords, and their indtitutions proved no match for his power. By two trumpet blasts
these enemies were removed.

In Trumpet Three the waters were made bitter, and many died as aresult. The waters
represent the streams of Chrigtian truth, which after Congtanting’ s day became
increasingly polluted. Asformer pagans flooded into the church nomind, the smple
doctrine of Christ became confused with heathen philosophies, and a great dissension
grew over the rising doctrine of the Trinity. That fase doctrine caused the sweet waters

of truth to no longer impart therr life-giving refreshment. Arius boldly opposed these
errors, and he may be the “great star from heaven” which fdll upon the waters, being
“deposed and excommunicated” by “one hundred Egyptian and Libyan bishops’ in about



321 (McClintock and Strong, “Arianism,” p. 388). The name given this star,
“wormwood,” sgnifies something harmful (Deuteronomy 29:18), and thisis the view
Chrigendom has of Arius. Heisadmost universdly vilified to this day, though he nobly
stood for the truth againgt slaunch opposition.

Had the church remained loyd to their ample faith, and to asmplelife of sacrifice, this
affliction probably would not have arisen. This trumpet was a judgment not on Jews or
Pagans, as thefirgt two, but on (nomind) Chrigtians.

Trumpet Four is Smilar but more severe. The degradations of the nomind hogt, led by
the priests, bishops, and popes, caused the light of the gospel to be greeatly darkened.
“The third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and ... of the stars’
(Revedation 8:12). The gospd (sun), the teachings of the law (moon), and the teachings of
the apodtles (stars) were dimmed. Christendom dipped into the dark ages with al its
evils. Thiswas the period of Wado (about 1160), up until the Reformation would bresk
the shackles and let the light penetrate anew.

Thereisagreat change between the first four periods of church history and the last three.
This demarcation appearsforcibly in Revelation 8:13 (NIV): “As| watched, | beheld an
eagle that was flying in midair cal out in aloud voice: Woe! Woe! Woeto the
inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other
three angels.”

Trumpetsfive, six and seven are thus three “woe’ trumpets to Christendom—the
Reformation, the French Revolution, and the Second Advent (with its seven plagues).
Theflying eagle introducing these trumpets reminds us of Hosed s warnings to nomingl
naturd |sradl: “ Set the trumpet to thy mouth. He shalcome as an eagle againgt the house
of theL ORD, because they have transgressed my covenant, and trespassed against my
law” (Hosea 8:1; Deuteronomy 28:49).

Asthefirg four seds were recorded briefly, and the remainder at length, so the first four
trumpets are recorded briefly, and the remaining three at length.

Trumpet Five

“| saw agtar fdl from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the
bottomless pit” (Revelation 9:1). As Arius was represented earlier as a star fdlen from
the ecclesiagtical heavens, so here Luther, who was a priest but was excommunicated, is
cast out of “heaven.” Subsequently he had great influence on the “earth,” stable reigious
society. He was the rock whom it pleased the Lord to use asthe pillar of the Reformation,
and wegther the many anathemas of Papacy.

He used the key to release the Scripturd doctrines long dormant in the “bottomless pit”

of inactivity. These doctrines are represented as locusts with the appearance of horses. It
was atime of great commotion, represented by the smoke which rose with the locusts and
darkened the air, as Papacy’s spiritua control of Christendom was darkened.



The locudts afflicted only those “which have not the sedl of God in their foreheads,” just
as the renewed influence of the Scriptures afflicted nomind Chrigtians. The locusts had
talls like scorpions which “tormented” men for five months. Thisis the same period the
flood waters prevailed (Genesis 8:3), and it may indicate the fifth trumpet period would
last 150 years, 1517 to 1667. The torment is probably the same torment referred to in the
next trumpet when the two witnesses (Old and New Testaments) briefly “died” and their
enemies regjoiced because these two prophets had “tormented them that dwelt on the
earth.”

Verse 11 says the locusts had a king, the angel of the bottomless pit. Probably thiswas
Luther, the same as the star (angel) who opened the pit. As Arius was termed
“wormwood” in trumpet three, so here Luther istermed “ Abaddon ... Apollyon,”
destroyer, for so he seemed to the Papal world.

Trumpet Six

The record of thistrumpet is the longest of dl (Revelation 9:13 to 11:13). This second
great “woe’ to Christendom was the French Revolution. It was more dynamic, more
powerful, more destructive of entrenched Christendom than even the Reformetion.

France was a key supporter of Papacy. Not only had it served as atemporary home for
Papacy in centuries padt, but after the Reformation protestants were decimated by the
persecutions of the French monarchy, highlighted by the S. Bartholomew’s Day

Massacre of 1572. Thus the revolution against monarchy and church in this thoroughly
Catholic country was amighty blow. But even more severe, it led to the enthronement of
Napoleon Bonaparte, who conquered Europe and broke the thousand-year stranglehold of

Papacy.

Danid 11:40 describes the two-staged blow to Papacy of these times—the Reformetion
period and the French Revolution period. “The king of the south [shdl] push a him [the
Ottoman Empire threatened Europe a the time of the Reformation, until stopped at
Budapest by the king of Poland]: and the king of the north [France, led by Napoleon]
shdl come againg him like awhirlwind ... he shadl enter into the countries, and shdll
overflow and pass over.”

The sixth trumpet episode erupts from the River Euphrates, representing the peoples who
formerly supported Papacy. “ The four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an
hour, and a day, and amonth, and a year, for to daythe third part of men” (Reveation
9:15). Thefour angds remind us of Revelation 7:1-3, where four angels are commanded
to “hold back the four winds’ which are loosed in Armageddon. Their loosing here,
causing such havoc, isapicture of the French Revolution, which was asmal picture of
Armageddon. (See Studiesin the Scriptures, vol. 4, p. 531.)

The symbols which follow are incredibly powerful. An army of 200,000,000 war horses
is assembled—orders of magnitude larger than any cavary which ever existed literaly—
and the description of these horses is awesome in the extreme. They have breastplates of



fire, jacinth and brimstone, heads like lions breathing out fire, smoke and brimstone, and
talls like serpents with biting heads. Thisisindeed a frightful woe to Christendom, well
fitting the ravages of the Napoleonic wars.

Thereisaclear comparison between the locusts (trumpet five) and horses (trumpet six).

Locusts Horses

Look like horses Are horses

Sting like scorpions Bite like serpents

Prepared for battle Wage battle

Teeth likelions Heeds like lions

Torment men Kill men

[ron breastplates Fire, jacinth, brimstone
breastplates

In each case the second category is more intense, more fierce, more devastating, than the
fird. It is Revdaion'sway of symbolizing the rdative intendty of these two woes: the
Reformation and the French Revolution. The first was an intense turmoil caused by the
loosing of the doctrines so long oppressed by Papacy. The second isthe more intense
havoc of the French Revolution and Napoleonic Wars.

Good manuscripts add aword in Revelation 9:18 missing from the common verson. “By
these three plagues’ (fire, smoke, brimstone). The yet more dynamic and deadly picture
of Armageddon which finaly removes Chrigendom is described smilarly. “ Therefore
shdl her plagues come in one day [now these three plagues are itemized]: death, and
mourning, and famine’ (Revelation 18:8). These are athree-fold breakdown of
Armageddon. From them there will be no respite, and no recovery. “ She shall be utterly
burned with fire: for srong isthe Lord God who judgeth her.”

Chapter 10

This entire chapter is part of the sixth trumpet. A mighty angel descends from heaven
clothed with a cloud and arainbow upon his head. The rainbow was a sign of hope and
promise, and here signals the end of the persecution of 1,260 years. Papacy was alowed
3“times’ to “ scatter the power of the holy people’ (Daniel 12:7), but now the bow
appears as atoken of brighter prospects for the saints.

The angd hed a“little book open” in his hand, in contrast to Daniel 12 where Danid was
told “the words are closed up and sedled till the time of the end ... [then] the wise shall
understand” (Danid 12:9,10). During the sixth trumpet the Scriptures generdly, and
Danid in particular, began to yied their testimony more abundantly.

But it was dso atime of judgment. When the angdl cried “aswhen alion roareth ... seven
thunders uttered their voices’ (Revelation 10:3). At the second advent there would be
another lion-voice of judgment. “He cried asalion [margin] ... | stand continualy upon
the watchtower ... Babylon isfdlen, isfdlen ... that which | have heard of the Lord of



hosts ... have | declared unto you” (Isaiah 21:8-10). After this announcement by the
harvest watchman, the seven plagues remove Babylon.

Revdation 10:3 refers to the judgments closing the 1,260 years. The roar of the lion
(announcing the end of Papd rule) was followed by seven thunders, the judgments of the
Napoleonic ravages, a portent of the seven plagues to come later. After the seven
thunders John was “about to write” when avoice said “sed up those things which the
seven thunders uttered, and write them not” (Revelation 10:4), as though to say the full
impact of the judgments was in abeyance for afuture time. When would they be fully
revealed? “In the days of the voice of the seventh angel [when the lion roar of Isaiah 218
would sound] ... the mystery of God [perhaps the mystery of the seven thunders] should
be finished” (Revelation 10:7).

Thetime setting is established by verses 5 and 6. The angd standing on the sea and the
earth “lifted up his hand to heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever ... that there
should be time no longer.” In Danid 12:7 one clothed in linen *upon the weters of the
river ... held up hisright hand and hisleft hand unto heaven, and sware by him thet liveth
for ever, that [Papacy’ srule] shdl be for atime, times, and an haf.” The same scene
which prophesied these times now reappears in Revelation to declare the end of those
times—"there should be time [the 3 times of Papal persecution] no longer.” The date
would be 1799.

Thissignded agreat blessing for the saints. The Scriptures would be fredly circulated
and have a fresh impact on the Chrigtian world. John was told to take the little book and
“edt it up; and it shal make thy belly bitter, but it shdl be in thy mouth sweet as honey”
(Revedtion 10:9). So the blessed word has been sweet in our mouths, though it brings
bitter experiences as Godly labors frequently do. “Thou must prophesy again before
many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.” The amazing testimony of the
Scriptures far and wide during the 19th century fulfilled this.

Chapter 11

The opening verses describe a measurement (judgment) of the (nominaly) Chrigtian
world. The court was excluded. It represents “the holy city,” the saints, who are not part
of the false worship of Christendom, and were trodden down for 42 months (1,260 days,
fulfilled as years).

During thistime God' s two witnesses, the Old and New Testaments, prophesied in
sackcloth, an emblem of their oppression during Papacy’ s reign. Then the people (the
beast) rose out of their dormant condition (the bottomless pit) during the French
Revolution, and failing to distinguish the true from the false, opposed dl Chridtianity. In
1793 a decree passed the French Assembly mitigating the influence of the Chridtian
religion and thus the influence of Papacy. Just 1,260 years earlier, in 533, Congantine
had decreed the Pope to be the supreme head of al Christian churches (see Studiesin the
Scriptures, vol. 3, p. 70).



But in 533 the Pope had a problem. Hewas in Italy, ruled by Ostrogoths who were of
Arian persuason. Thered power of the decree did not accrue until this tribe was defeated
by the fall of their capitd Ravennain 539. So with the decree of 1793, the redl brunt
came when the pope died a prisoner in France, leaving the Papacy temporarily headless
in 1799.

For the following years Chritianity (true and false) was “dead” in France, the “ street of
the great city” Christendom, and the two witnesses had no life. But soon Napoleon
concluded a concordat effective April 1802 for France, another 1803 for Italy
(McClintock and Strong, “ Concordat,” p. 457), re-establishing Chrigtianity as an active
force. Thus the two witnesses revived. Soon Bible Societies were formed which
digributed Bibles by the millions, causing the Scriptures to ascend to great prominencein
the ecclesagtical heavens. Thus “ after three days and an half [3 years| the Spirit of life
from God entered into them ... And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto
them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heavenin acloud” (Revelation
11:11,12).

Indl of thisthereisa pardld between the Two Witnesses (the written Word), and “The
Faithful and True Witness’ (Jesus, the living Word, Revelation 3:14). They both had a
minigtry of 1,260 days. They both died at the end, Jesus buried by his friends while the
Scriptures languished unburied by their enemies. Both rose from the dead and ascended
to heaven in acloud.

Verse 13 closes the episode of Trumpet Six. “The same hour [as opened the period,
Revdation 9:15] was there a great earthquake [the French Revolution], and the tenth part
of the city fdll [France, one of the ten toes of Christendom], and in the earthquake were
dain of men seven thousand [the faith remnant, numbered at 7,000 at the close of the
1,260 day drought in Elijah’ stime—here dain figuratively by the rgection of

Chrigtianity]: and the remnant [of nomina Christian France] were affrighted [by dl the
tumult] and gave glory to the God of heaven [the ruler of the ecclesagticd heavens, the
Pope, who was reestablished in the aftermath].

The Seventh Trumpet

Thisisthe third woe. It brings the find end of the old order by the authority of the
incoming kingdom of Christ and its judgments which include al of the seven last
plagues. The period opens with a pronouncement of atransfer of authority. “The
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord [Jehovah] and of His Christ
[Jesug); and He will reign forever and ever” (Reveation 11:15, NASB).

Asareault of thiskingly power, Christ, having returned “with royd title and power”
(Studies in the Scriptures, val. 1, p. 307), removes the old powers. “ The nations were
angry, and thy wrath is come [exhibited in two World Wars, with Armageddon
impending], and the time of the dead that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest
give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints’ (Reveation 11:18). Thisis
not the time of the general resurrection, nor even of the Ancient Worthies. The “prophets



and saints” are two designations of the Church class, God' s spokesmen (prophets) and
holy ones (saints), asin Reveation 18:24 and 16:6.

“And shouldest destroy them which destroy [corrupt] the [Chrigtian] earth” (Revelation
11:18). Thisis not second degth for individuas, nor isit referring to environmenta
polluters. It refers to the destruction of Christendom, including “the great whore, which
did corrupt [same root word as “ destroy” above] the earth with her fornication”
(Revelaion 19:2).

All of this occursin the Gospd age harvest when Chrigt is present as earth’ s new king,
but before his righteous adminigration is established in the earth. The seventh trumpet is
awoe, like the two preceding. It is a period of judgment, and does not encompass the
raisng or blessng of mankind in the kingdom.

“And the temple of God was opened in heaven [where everything after chapter four
occurs], and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament [the saintsin their
eterna abode]: and there were lightnings, and voices and thunderings, and an earthquake,
and great hal [dl symbols repeated in the seven plagues of chapter 16]” (Revelation
11:19).

Thus closes the seven judgments of the scroll. Thus ends the harvest of thisage. Thusis
prepared the glorious kingdom of righteousness which follows, which “shdl stand
forever” (Danid 2:44).



Revelation 12

A Gospel Age Overview

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon
take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John. — Revelation 1:1
(NIV)

A verse by verse sudy of Revelation 12

The revelation of those things which “must soon take place’ describe events that would
occur during a 2,000-year period we call the Gospel age. Thefirg haf of the book of
Revedtion contains the messages to the seven churches, the opening of the seven sedls,
and the sounding of the seven trumpets. These dl describe the events of the Gospel age
from different perspectives. The last haf of Reveation is concerned with the events that
end the Gospd age. Because the entire book is written in symbolic language, it definitely
does not literally mean what it says. There is no better example of that than chapter 12
which aso describes the entire Gospd age.

Understanding this chapter requires a basic understanding of the symbols sun, moon,
gars, heaven, dragon, “Michael,” and water. To consider any of these as meaning exactly
what they literally describe will not reved the beauty of revelation which God gave to
Jesus Christ and who in turn described it in vision to John (Revelation 1:10).

This chapter describes awoman who, in the pains of child birth, is confronted by a
dragon who wants to destroy her child. The child isason and iswhisked away to safety.
A battle between the dragon and this son occurs and the dragon is defeated. A voice from
“heaven” declares that salvation has come, but the woman who is on earth must go into
the wilderness to escape from the dragon. As alast resort the dragon attempts to destroy
the woman with aflood of water, but sheis not harmed.

The Woman—Revelation 12:1,2

“And there appeared a great wonder in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun, and the
moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: and she being with child
cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.”

Thiswoman is “clothed with the sun.” When John received the reveation, he described
the countenance of “one like unto the Son of man . . . asthe sun shineth in his strength”
(Revdation 1:13,16). Thus the woman has the enlightenment of Jesus Chrigt (sheis
“clothed” with it). She stands on the moon which has no light of its own; it only reflects
light it receives from the sun. We are told that the priests in the tabernacle arrangement
“serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things’ (Hebrews 8:5). The Jerusdem
Bible renders Hebrews 10:1, “ Since the Law has no more than areflection of these
redities and no finished picture of them, it is quite incgpable of bringing the worshipers



to perfection.” So the woman is grounded in the Jewish Law arrangement but is not
hersdf under it. A “ga” refersto a bright luminary in the rligious or ecclesadticd

world. Jude, for example, refers to ungodly men as “wandering stars’ (Jude 13). The
woman has “acrown of twelve stars,” clearly areference to the 12 apostles of the Lamb
(Revelation 21:14).

Who isthiswoman? She is the true church at the beginning of the Gospd age. Sheisthe
onewho Isaiah says “shdl renew ther strength, [who] shal mount up with wings as
esgles’ (Isaiah 40:31). Eagles wingswill be used by thiswoman in verse 14. The early
church isin the process of producing something which is conveyed by saying sheis“with
child.”*

The Dragon—Revelation 12:3,4

“And there appeared another wonder in heaven, and behold a great red dragon, having
seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew the third
part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before
the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was
born.”

Thisisthefirst occurrence of the word “dragon” in the New Testament. It comes from a
Greek word that is used only in the book of Reveation. This dragon is not in the heaven
that is God' s literal dwelling place. It isin the “heaven” that Peter saysis*reserved unto
fire againg the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men” (2 Peter 3:7). This
“heaven” describes the place of religious control over mankind. At the time of the early
church, what could be said about the state of the religious world? The fourth universa
empire, ruled by a succession of Roman emperors, controlled the world, and it was
pagan. It intended to put down anyone that might arise to challenge its power. The
powerful from time immemoria have dways done whatever it takes to retain their power
againgt any threet, read or imagined. Herod, whose power was but a shadow of Caesar’s,
dew dl those two years and younger in Bethlehem thinking that would erase a possible
threat to his personal power (Matthew 2:16).

The dragon as a symbol represents civil power both in this chapter and al other places
the symbol appearsin Revdation (13:2,4,11; 16:13; 20:2). Thisdragon is not the persond
devil dthough the devil does use civil power for his purposes. When Peter urged our

Lord notto go to Jerusdem to be crucified, Jesus said, “ Get thee behind me Satan”
(Matthew 16:23). He recognized that at that moment Satan was using Peter in an attempt
to control him. At the time of the early church, civil power was in absolute control of

both religious and secular life. The “dragon” wasin “heaven.”

The Battle—Revedation 12:5-9

“And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and
her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. And the woman fled into the
wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a



thousand two hundred and threescore days. And there was war in heaven: Michael and
his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon fought and his angels, and
prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon
was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”

When the child comes forth, it is caught up “unto God and to histhrone.” But thisis not
literdly heaven because the woman is not there with her son. She mudt fleeinto a
wilderness condition for 1,260 “days.” These “days,” of course, are not literd. In the
symbolism of Scripture each symbolic “day” represents one literd year (see Numbers
14:34; Ezekid 4:6). While the son prepares to “rule dl nations with arod of iron,” the
“woman” must spend 1,260 literal yearsin the wilderness. Thisis smilar to the
experience of Elijah who had to hide himself from Jezebd for three and a hdf years,
some of which time was in the wilderness where he was fed by ravens (1 Kings 17:4).

Michad isthe name of the archangel (Jude 9); it isaname used by Daniel asatitle of a
spirit being (Danid 10:13,21; 12:1). But that does not mean that the archangd is here
fighting againg the dragon because the nameis smilarly being used asa symbol. The
“heaven” in which this battle is being waged is the ecclesagtical heaven. The Hebrew
word Michael means “Who (is) like God” (Strongs #4317). The force opposing pagan
Rome would win the battle; civil power would no longer dictate rdigious thought. That
would become the right of the one who has set himsalf up as God, the pope. Papa Rome
replaced pagan Rome.

According to John the fdse Chrigtian church came out from the true church: “Little
children, it isthe last hour, and, according as you hear that the antichrist is coming, now
aso there have come to be many antichrists, whence we know that it isthe last hour. Out
of usthey come, but they were not of us, for if they were of us, they would have

remained with us. But it was that they may be manifested that they are not dl of us. And
you have an anointing from the Holy One, and dl are aware’ (1John 2:18-20, Concordant
trandation; emphas's added).

In Matthew 13:24-30 Jesus gave the parable of the wheat and the tares. Thefield of
activity, which was expected to bring forth only whest, in fact brought forth both weeds
and whest, both a bad and agood “crop.” This has been an accurate description of the
events of the Gospel age. There has been atrue church during this period, but there has
aso been afase church aswall.

After loaing this battle, civil power was confined to secular matters, those things that
happened on the “earth” as opposed to “heaven.” Satan was directing civil power, of
course, just as he “pulled the strings’ of the rulers of ecclesiastica power, the pope and
the church system of which he was the head.

Paul cdlsthisfase sysem the “man of Sn” (2 Thessdonians 2:3). Commenting upon the
man of an, Pastor Charles Russall has written: “ These various gppellations and brief
descriptions [of the man of Sin] indicate a base, subtle, hypocritica, deceptive, tyrannica



and crud character, developed in the midst of the Chrigtian Church; at first cregping in
and up very gradudly, then rapidly ascending in power andinfluence until it reaches the
very pinnacle of earthly power, wedlth, and glory—meanwhile exerting its influence
againg the truth, and againg the saints, and for its own aggrandizement, claming, to the
last, peculiar sanctity and authority and power from God.” (Studies in the Scriptures, vol.
2,p. 272))

The Proclamation—Revdation 12:10-12

“And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast
down, which accused them before our God day and night. And they overcame him by the
blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony, and they loved not their lives unto
the death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters
of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath,
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.”

The “heaven” isthe same here as it has been up to this point. The “loud voice” emanates
from the ecclesiagtic heaven and it is the voice of papacy claming that because of their
past faithfulness, they have the right to rule as Christ’ s vicegerent. It is the counterfeit
kingdom that wasto reign for aperiod of 1,260 literd years during the time when the
woman, the true church, had to remain in a wilderness condition.

Thergoicing in the “heavens’ is a condition only for those associated with the gpostate
church. For those who are not apart of this system, it is a message of woe. Aswe know
from history the false church system actually used civil power (the dragon) to enforce its
power and control over the people.

The Woman' s Persecution—Revedation 12:13-17

“And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman
which brought forth the man child. And to the woman were given two wings of a great
eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a
time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent. And the serpent cast out of
his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away
of the flood. And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and
swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth. And the dragon was
wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep
the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

Many commentators on the book of Revelation measure the period of the reign of the
false church from 539 to 1799. The Pope had been left in control of Romein 538, and in
539 the threatening Goths were defegted &t their sronghold Ravenna. The Pope was
taken from Rome by the French in 1798, and he died as a prisoner in Francein 1799,
leaving Papacy temporarily headless. This was the beginning of the end for the false
church system. The French Revolution which broke out in 1789 broke a spell of darkness



and initiated agreat flood of truth on many subjects. Water isa symbol of truth.
“Whosoever drinketh of the water thet | shdl give him shdl never thirst; but the water
that | shdl give him shdl bein him awell of water oringing up into everlading life’
(John 4:14).

The French Revolution marks the start of aflood of truth throughout the earth, especialy
the truth consisting of the Scriptures themsalves. Thefirg of severd Bible societies was
formed in England in1803 and had the objective of placing God'sword in the hands of
the common people. Today the Bible has been trandated into al the written languages of
the earth. The “dragon” (civil power) thought to injure the true church by a greet increase
of knowledge on many subjects such as science, sociology, medicine, and education. But
the “earth”—meaning of course the people living in the earth —embraced dl of these
truths and it proved to be ablessing, not a curse.

Thefind verse describes awar between civil power and the “remnant of [the woman' g
seed.” Since the interpretation of prophecy is best understood after it is fulfilled, we
cannot be sure just how civil power will &fflict the true church at the end of the Gospel

age.

So we see from this brief chapter found in the middle of the book of Revelation that what
began asatime of great distress for the true church did not result in permanent harm.
God' s protecting power has remained over her through thislong and difficult period
when ecclesiagtical and secular power would have liked to wipe her avay. From our
vantage point in history, we can see that the best course was to never grow weary in well
doing because God' s time table was not man's. May we smilarly maintain our
confidence steadfast unto the end even though the time for the full establishment of the
kingdom seems to tarry. We know it will not redly tarry (Habakkuk 2:3).



Revelation 16

The Seven Last Plagues

And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having the seven
last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.—Revelation 15:1

Carl Hagensick

The mogt fearful symbology in Revelation isthet of the “seven last plagues’ which mark
the consummation of the age. As ancient Egypt was decimated by ten plagues which
fulfilled Moses' repetitive request to “Let my people go,” these seven last plagues destroy
symbolic Babylon and permit al mankind to go forth from the prison house of sin and
desth into the glories of Chrigt’s kingdom.

The term “seven last plagues’ suggests that they are part of alarger group and thus
suggests anatural connection with the ten plagues of Egypt. This connection is further
strengthened by the fact that the plagues of Egypt were separated into two portions: the
firg three came upon dl the people including the Isradites while the seven last came
upon the Egyptians only. Thefirst three were dso duplicated by Pharaoh’s magicians
while the last seven were not. Table 1 contains a description of the Egyptian plagues.

Table 1. The Ten Plagues of Exodus 7:8 to0 11:10

Symbol of Eevptian
Plague Divine Warning | Who Affected gyp .
Magicians
Power
1. Water to Blood Aaron'sRod | Rl All Imitated
2. Frogs Aaron'sRod | Less All Imitated
3. Lice, FHess, tc. Aaron'sRod | None All D_ecl ared God's
Hnger
4. Flies or Begtles Full Egyptians
5. Death of .
Livestock Less Egyptians
6. Bails None Egyptians
7. Hall Moses Rod | Full Egyptians
8. Locusts Moses Rod | Less Egyptians
9. Darkness Moses Rod | None Egyptians
Specid
19' Desth of Provison for
Firstborn
Hebrews

Condensed from a Chart by Tim Cimbura (See Reprints, p. 3993)

Below is acomparison of those plagues with the woes and plaguesin Reveaion:

| Table 2: Comparing Plagues with Trumpets




Trumpet
Plague Affects Result Affects Result
Earth Bails Earth Hal ~ fire  blood
trees burned up
Sea Turned as the blood Sea Mountain cast into seq,
of adead man sea becomes blood
Rivers ad Rivers ad S fdls  into
Fountains of | Turned into blood Fountains o : 5,
waters are bitter
Water water
Given power to Third of sun, moon, and
Sn scorch men Sn stars darkened
Seat of thebeast | Becomes darkness Bottomless pit foO:’][(r)]ke, Locusis  Issue
Euphrates DriesUp Euphrates Horses come forth
. o : Kingdom of
Air Thunder, hall, lightning Air iranferred to Christ

Trumpets and Plagues

Reveation is built upon a series of sevens. saven churches, seven seds, seven trumpets,
seven thunders, seven plagues. The churches, sedls, and trumpets are different viewpoints
of the same saven time periods while the seven plagues apparently al occur during the
last of these time periods, the Laodicean period.

There does appear, however, to be a unique relationship between the seven trumpets and
the seven plagues. Each of these successively affects the same area of society (described
in symboalic terms) as shown in Table 2. That each plagueis thus reated to the trumpet of
the same number suggests the fact that the plagues are retributive in nature—each plague
being specific againg agiven sin of Babylon through the Chridtian age. In an aticle
entitled “The Ten Plagues of Egypt” Pastor Charles Russall makes this suggestion:

“And as Pharaoh and his people received a severe retributive punishment for every evil
they had inflicted upon the Isradlites, and as their firgt-born became retributive
representatives of the Israglitish babes they had caused to be drowned in the Nile, so their
flocks and herds, and the crops that were destroyed by the locusts and insects, etc., and all
the troubles upon them were retributive punishments, for the unjust exactions made of the
|sradlites. So we may suppose that the great troubles and losses which will come upon
“the powers that be’ of the present time, in the approaching trouble, will, in some sense
or degree, be aretributive requirement, an offset for anot sufficiently benevolent and just
trestment of many under their control in the present time, when the blessings and
inventions of our day should be accruing more generdly to the benefit of the masses” —
Reprints, p. 2910.

Thisis confirmed by the sentence pronounced in Revelation 19:2, “For true and righteous
are hisjudgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with
her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants a her hand.”




Two Old Testament Parallels

Detailed judgments of the Lord againgt Babylon are found both in Isaiah (chapter 13) and
in Jeremiah (chapters 50 and 51). In the latter condemnation, a series of seven successve
judgments are predicted which pardld those in Revelation.

“A sword is upon the Chaldeans, saith the LORD, and upon the inhabitants of Babylon,
and upon her princes, and upon her wise men. A sword is upontheliars, and they shdl
dote: asword is upon her mighty men; and they shal be dismayed. A sword is upon their
horses, and upon their chariots, and upon al the mingled people that are in the midst of
her; and they shdl become as women: a sword is upon her treasures; and they shall be
robbed. A drought is upon her waters, and they shall be dried up: for it isthe land of
graven images, and they are mad upon their idols. Therefore the wild beasts of the desert
with the wild beests of the idands shdl dwell there, and the owls shdl dwell therein: and
it shal be no moreinhabited for ever; neither shdl it be dwelt in from generation to
generation. As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbor cities thereof,
saith the LORD; so shdl no man abide there, naither shdl any son of man dwel
therein.”—Jeremiah 50:35-40 (see Table 3).

The vaue of thistext is not so much to identify what the plagues are, but upon whom
they are poured. However the last two—the plague of drought and the utter desolation of
the find condemnation—do support the contents of the sixth and seventh vids.

Table 3: Comparing Plagues with Swords

Revelation’s Seven Last Plagues

Jeremiah’s Seven Swords

1. Earth produces boils

1. Sword on princes and wise men

2. Sealike blood of dead man

2. Sword on liars who become foolish

3. Rivers and fountains become blood

3. Sword confounds mighty men

4. Sun scorches men

4. Sword on horses and chariots; fear

5. Seat of the beast darkens

5. Sword robs treasuries

6. Euphrates dried up

6. Drought upon waters

7. Air filled with lightning, <orm,
and hall

7. Dedruction like Sodom and
Gomorrah

1 Corinthians 15:52 speaks of the resurrection of the saints as being “at the last trump.”
The term “last trump” impliesthe last of a series. Since the firgt letter to the churchiin
Corinth was written long before Revelation described the “ seven trumpets,” which series
of trumpets did Paul have in mind? The only precedent for a series of trumpetsin Paul’s
day was the sounding of the seven trumpetsin the battle of Jericho (Joshua 6). In that
battle the Isradlites marched around the city for Sx successive days, concluding with a
daily trumpet blast; on the seventh day they marched about the city seven times and
concluded with a shout and seven trumpet blasts. It was then that the wals of Jericho fell.
Thisimpliesthat the “seventh trump” was itsef composed of seven trumpets, implying
that the seventh trumpet of Revelation may well be the “ seven last plagues.”



Thereis generd concord among students of the Bible that these plagues refer to the
concluding troubles which remove the old socid and religious orders. In Revelation 18:4
we read, “I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” The strong
implication isthat al who hear and regject the call to “Come out of her” are in danger of
recaiving her plagues. If this call wasissued in the latter part of the nineteenth century, as
most Bible Students believe, then the plagues would have had to begin within the average
life gpan of aperson living at that time.

Note aso that in theillugtration of the fal of Jericho, there was no introductory trumpet
to the find seven which brought down the wall, but that the main cause of Jericho’sfdl
was the seven trumpets on the seventh day. Thus the seventh trumpet of Revelation and
therefore the third woe (Revelation 11:14) comprise “the seven last plagues.”

The plagues are destructive forces that bring down symbolic Babylon. In Revelation 18:8
we read: “Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine;
and she shdl be utterly burned with fire: for strong isthe Lord God who judgeth her.”
Thisis definitive of the results of the seven last plagues.

In agreement with this thought are the words of Pastor Russdll: “This catastrophe —
Sectarian destruction, the fal of Babylon—iswhat isreferred to in the Book of
Revedation under the symbol of the seven last plagues (Revdation 15-18). The pain from
these will congst largely of menta chagrin, the disappointment of sectarian hopes and
plans, and the wounding of sectarian pride. When the Magter said, "Watch ye, that ye
may be accounted worthy to escape al these things coming upon the world,’ it included
the pain of these plagues, as well as other annoyances to which the world will be subject
because of ignorance of the red plan of God. It is of escape from these plagues that the
Revdator (our Lord—Revdation 1:1) speaksto us, saying, Come out of her, my people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues —Reveation
18:4.” —Reprints, p. 1573.

The Three Woes and First Three Plagues

Jugt as there were three plagues that preceded the final seven in Egypt prior to the
exodus, so the plagues of Revelation are preceded by three “woes’ (Reveation 8:13)
which precede the more destructive judgments of the plagues. Thefirgt of these “woes,”
identified during the sounding of the fifth trumpet (Reveation 9:12), are the twin dogmas
of Rationdism and Humanism which followed the great Reformation. These had the
effect of undermining the legitimacy of the Papa hierarchy. The second woe (Reveation
11:14), during the sixth trumpet, occurred during the palitica revolutions in Europe
which removed the foundation for the concept of the divineright of kings. The third woe
dedswith the Lord' s return and its mission to remove the present socid order prior to
edtablishing the kingdom. Thisisthe work of the saven lagt plagues.

“And the first went, and poured out hisvia upon the earth; and there fel a noisome and
grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which



worshipped hisimage’ (Reveaion 16:2). The first plague is poured upon the dry ground,
organized society, the * princes and wise men” of the Jeremiah text. The sores, more
literally “ulcers” which itproduced proceed from an inner infection and correspond to the
chdlenging of rdigious authority by the late nineteenth century modernists on the one

hand and serious Bible scholars on the other. The works of both attacked the superstitious
dogmas by which both Papa and Protestant church hierarchies held the laity in

subjection.

“And the second angel poured out his via upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a
dead man: and every living soul died in the sea’ (Reveation 16:3). The scene now moves
to the seq, a picture of unstable and restless society. Jeremiah identifies this class as the
“liars’ in Babylon. The seadoes not just turn into blood, but into “the blood of a dead
man.” After death, human blood putrefies, separating the clot from the serum. At the end
of the nineteenth century, the dogmeas of both the modernigts (thet the Bible was not
ingpired) and the fundamentaists (still holding fast to such ancient creedd mythologies

as eternd torment and the Trinity) so polarized the people that both groups lost
credibility—they were separated into two opposing camps “like the blood of a dead
man.”

“And the third angd poured out hisvid upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they
became blood” (Revelaion 16:4). Water and blood are still the symbols of the third
plague, but hereit is not on the sea, but on the sources of water: rivers and fountains of
waters. The blood is not the blood of a dead man but flowing, vita blood. The
fountainheads of gospd teachings for centuries have been the college and seminary
systems which produced those who would minister the gospel. By the early twentieth
century modernigtic thought had entered these fountainheads of learning, leading many to
believe that the Old Testament, with its wars and its sacrifices, was only an account of
dead men’ s blood. Professor Délitzch renders the cognate passage from Jeremiah 50:36,
“A sword is againgt her heroes and they shall be confounded.”

These firgt three plagues, like those in Exodus, form a group and the Revelator
summarizes the net effect of the three by affirming that these three judgments were
deserved and righteoudy administered (Reveation 16:5-7).

The Fourth and Fifth Plagues

“And the fourth angd poured out his via upon the sun; and power was given unto him to
scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with greet heat, and blasphemed the name
of God, which hath power over these plagues. and they repented not to give him glory”
(Reveldion 16:8,9). The effect of the fourth plague, poured on the sun, is not so much to
enlighten as to scorch men with its heat. Once again areference to the corresponding
“sword” in Jeremiah is helpful: “A sword is upon their horses,and upon their chariots,
and upon dl the mingled people that are in the midst of her; and they shdl become as
women” (Jeremiah 50:37). While this plagueis directed at the sun, its ultimate effect is
on the “horses and chariots,” or doctrines and the organizations which they drive,



A direct outgrowth of World War | was the establishment of investigative reporting as a
gandard journdigtic practice. Although this mode of journaism had been started by the
Pulitzer papers 50 years earlier, it attained legitimacy and was no longer regarded as
“muckraking” when the mgjor media of the day began exposing the forces behind the
war. Even as these reporters began disclosing the hidden machinations behind the war
efforts, some sincere theologians began re-examining old creedd concepts and
chdlenging them. Prominent aong this line was the movement away from inherent
immortdity to the biblicd doctrine of conditiona immortdity. The effect of this two-
pronged plague was to further remove creedd fences and leave the mingled and confused
religious peoples “aswomen,” defensdess.

“And the fifth angdl poured out his via upon the sest of the beast; and his kingdom was
full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, And blasphemed the God of
heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds’
(Revelation 16:10, 11). Most Protestant expositors agree that the “seat of the beast” refers
to Rome and its authoritative Roman Catholic Church. The basis for this dominance has
been the concept of the supreme gpostalic authority of the Bishop of Rome, the Pope. In
matters of dogma, when spesking ex cathedra, he was consdered infalible. This
foundation doctrine of the Papa church has been severdly chalenged in the past century,
particularly since the last Vatican council. No longer do officia Papa pronouncements
go unchdlenged. Thisis particularly illustrated in such concepts as the sanctity of human
life. Thelaity, for example, regularly ignores repeated statements againgt the Sns of birth
control and abortion.

Note that the corresponding “sword” in Jeremiah is againgt her “treasures.” While the
Hebrew ‘owtsar isusudly trandated “treasures,” it is aso trandated “ storehouses’ and
“wine cdlars’ in 1 Chronicles 27:26-28. The “treasures’ of Papacy, while including
immense financia wedlth, have dso been its control over its doctrines, often indicated by
the biblica symbol of wine. It is these doctrines based on the outdated creeds of yore,
that are particularly decimated by the fifth plague.

The Sixth and Seventh Plagues

In Revelation 16:12-21 we have much grester detail about the last two plagues than we
were given for the fird five. We are standing today & the close of the fifth plague. The
sixth and seventh plagues are fast gpproaching. In the sixth plague we see:

1. The River Euphrates which ran through Babylon and wasits main

source of commerce, dried up, preparing the way for the “kings of the

2. The“beadt,” the “dragon,” and the “fase prophet” (aterm which
gopliesto the image of the beatt &fter it gainslife), unitedly issue “unclean
soirits” or harmful messages with the effect of gathering the nations to
war.



3. The nations are successfully gathered into the yet future “Battle of
Armageddon.”

This“drying up” of the Euphrates is described in Jeremiah 50:38 as a “drought upon her
waters” Thisrefersto the drying up of the traditiona sources of revenue for antitypical
Babylon. This has the effect of severdy straining her resources which weskens her asthe
“beast” 30 that she must seek an aliance with “the dragon” (civil power) and the “fase
prophet” (an energetic Protestant union of churches).

Then comes the final battle of the ages, or “Battle of Armageddon,” pictured by the
seventh and last plague. Like the last plague in Exodus, it will have the effect of letting
God' s people, the entire redeemed human race, go free from the bondage of sin and
degth. It isthisfina plague which brings the utter destruction, such as rained on Sodom
and Gomorrah, to Babylon the Great (Jeremiah 50:39,40; compare |saiah 34).

These detalls are given in Revelation 16 about the find plague:

1. Poured upon the air, the vid has the effect of producing aferocious
gorm of lightning (enlightenments) and thunder (the controversieswhich
come from such enlightening).

2. A great earthquake (revolution), much grester than the earthquake
(French Revolution) found during the sixth sed (Revelaion 6:12; 8:5;
11:13).

3. The dissolution of the tripartite union of the beast, dragon, and false
prophet formed during the sixth plague, entailing the fina collgpse of
great Babylon.

4. The fleeing away of every idand (former mountains or kingdoms, now
surrounded by the sea of humanity (compare Psam 46:2).

5. A plague of hail (hardened water, or truth) which causes men to
blaspheme the name of God as they face the harsh redlities of dl rights
restirained by the benevolent kingdom of Chrig.

When these judgments are complete, then shdl be fulfilled the promise of Revelation
18:21, “And amighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea,
saying, Thus with violence shdl that greet city Babylon be thrown down, and shal be
found no more at dl.”

The judgments of these “seven last plagues’ will be great indeed, but they are only the
necessary precursor for aglorious kingdom in which dl men shdl learn the ways of the
Lord so that a restored human race may live together in eternal harmony.



Poems and Short Features

Revelation: A Coded Message,
A Specia Blessing

In reading through the Book of Revelation

How seemingly very little it reveels—

With angdls, churches, sarsthat fal from heaven,

And candlesticks, trumpets, beasts, and woes and sedls.

Plus horses, scorpions, locusts, plagues and lightnings,
A dragon, aLamb, athrone, beheaded souls:

Its symbals paint some mystifying pictures

Asvison by vison swiftly it unfolds

Its author, God, designed to give His servants,
Who earnestly seek Hiswill to know and do,
An undergtanding rich and full of meaning.
The message is coded; meant for just the few.

Its contents guide their steps and give them courage
To fathfully follow Jesus, come what may.

Ther hearts are firmly set on things of heaven;

No worldly adlurements draw them from the way.

The book setsforth, in visons strong and vivid,

The course of the church throughout the Gospd Age.
As each successve era. comes in focus,

Related events of history crossits stage.

The early church, with doctrines pure and holy,

Were zealous to spread God' s truth both far and near.
The world's reproach and hatred could not stop them,
The Master’ s return and kingdom were so dear.

Astime went on and errors gained afoothold,

The nomind church increased in wedth and might.
Though few, there dill remained some worthy Chrigtians
Who patiently walked in ways of truth and light.

Their pattern, Jesus, trod the path before them.

His faithfulness led to death on Cavary’s cross.

His saints sought God' s acclaim, not worldly honor,
Rgoicing to servein toil and pain and loss.



The precious truths grew dim and amost perished;
A counterfeit system reigned with brutal power.

In every era God brought forth a spokesman

To fearlesdy give the message for the hour.

The Reformation came, and then the Harvest:
This seventh and find sage iswdl dong.

The end is near; true saints are ever watchful.
The struggle goes on; temptations il are strong.

The book holds forth a blessng now and future

To those who take heed and keep its precepts true.
They’ll gain the grand reward and reign with Jesus,
Mankind to uplift when al things are made new.

—FElaine Redeker

The Christian's Commission

Art thou down-hearted child of God?
If thou would’ st courage seek,

Forget thysdf—go forth and tell

Glad tidings to the meek.

Isthy heart sad because of |0ss?

Go forth and take this token,

Tdl al that mourn, that soon our God
Will desth’s greet prison open.

For ashes, beauty—ail of joy,
And praise as garments strong,
Instead of hearts of heaviness,
Thar souls Sl fill with song.

While God today his vengeance shows,

On nations greet and smdll,

Teach them to pray “Thy Kingdom come’—
God' s blessngs on them dl.

Thisthen isthy commission now,
Go forth and do thy part,

And thou wilt find the greatest joy
Lies deep within thy heart.

—Alice M. Ripper, Poems of the Way



Chrigt's Glorious Kingdom

A glorious time is coming, the morning promised long,

When truth and right with holy might, shal overthrow the wrong
When Christ the Lord and rightful king, empowered from on high
Will gretch his hand throughout the land, with justice by and by.

The boagt of haughty tyrants no more shdl fill the arr,
But age and youth will love the truth, and speed it everywhere,

No more from want and sorrow shal come the hopeless cry,
But war shal cease and perfect peace will flourish by and by.

A glorioustimeis coming, the time of Jubileg,
With shout and song “twill sweep dong like billows of the sea,
The joyfulness of nations shdl ring through earth and sky,

This day of grace draws on apace—O happy by and by!

Theglories of Chrig’s kingdom we gladly watch and pray,

Till o'er the height the morning light shal drive the gloom away,
For when the bam of heding shdl reach mankind from high,
They'll turn toward their precious Lord and love Him by and by.

—Gertrude Siebert, Comforted by God, p. 27
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