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Christ Through the Ages

In the Beginning

Jesus Christ; the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.—Hebrews 13:8

Unchangeahility is but one of the attributes of Jesus Chrigt. From the time he first gppears
as the Logos on into the eons of eternity, the purpose of the Son of God remains the
same—to completely do the will of his Father, Jehovah God.

It isthis quality which makes him so reliable and so completely trustworthy. His
promises never fall, hisword is steadfast, and his abiding assistance can dways be
counted on by his footstep followers.

Thisissue of The Herad takes a closer look at the Son of God—from hisoriginsin the
digant “beginning” times of God into the glorious everlaging future guaranteed by his
life, death, resurrection, and return.

The Image of the Invisible God dedls with the creation of the Logos and introduces the
meaning of his name, the “wisdom of God.” The Made Maker l00ks & hisrolein the
creation of the universe.

Michael, Your Prince shows hisrole as aguardian over the ancient nation of Israel. Heis
the unseen defender and guide for the “chosen” descendants of Abraham.

At hisfirg advent we see him most clearly. There he appears as a perfect human being to
teach us about his future kingdom and to illugtrate it with numerous miracles. It was then
that he died as“aransom for al” and was raised from the dead. His disciples gave Eye-
Witness Testimony of hisMesdanic clams.

His work among his followers from the time of his ascenson until now is described in the
aticle Our Advocate. 1t reviews the oversght the risen Savior givesto hisdect bride, his
church.



The crowning work of the Son of God isto return and restore both the earth and its
inhabitants to the perfection their parents had in the Garden of Eden. Preparations for
Eternity explainsthe redities concedled in picture language within the parables and
miracles of the First Advent.

Far Above All Principalities isour regular verse-by-verse Bible study festure. It
examines the Old Testament proofs which the apostle Paul adducesin Hebrews, chapter
one.

We hope our readers will accept these articles in the spirit in which they are put
forward—as atribute of gppreciation to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.



Christ in Creation

The Made Maker

In the beginning was the Logos, and the Logos was with God, and the Logos was God.
The same was in the beginning with God.--John 1:1, 2 [Wilson's Diaglott]

Richard Kindig *

One camp of Chrigtians says the first verse of John's Gospd refers to two separate beings.
Another camp reads the same words and reads them as dating that the redity is two
aspects or manifestations of the same being. Ceretainly both camps recognize that the
term Logos or Word refers to our Lord Jesus Chrigt, and that he was with God from the
beginning, even before creation, and that the Logos made dl things. Without the Logos,
not even one thing that was made came into being.

Action of Attribute or Relation of Logos K:;es:ence
1| inthe beginning "wes' John 1:1
2 | "with the theos" John 1:1
3 | "theos was the logos' John 1:1
4 | All things were made by him John 1:2
5 | Nothing was made without him John 1.3

Nont+Trinitarians might disagree a this point with line 3, but the redity is that the Greek
snply says, "God was the Word." Mogt trandators render it, "The Word was God."

Other Scriptures state that the Lord Jesus Created the world:

6 | All things were created by him Colossans 1:16

7 | All things were crested for him Colossans 1:16

8 | By him dl things congs (are held together) Colossans 1:17

Thee Colossians verses provide more ingght while confirming the basc datement of
John 1. Jesus created "dl things" which includes both visble and invisble, spirit beings
as wdl as earthly. Life came from Jesus He crested it. These verses dso add the
dimenson of intent. All things were created for Jesus. More than that, it says that "by
him dl things congs" or are hed together. Jesus is not only the maker of life and of "the
cosmos' as John puts it (the human race) but he is the sustainer or one who holds things
together. Hebrews 1:3 confirms this by spesking of the son as "upholding al things.”



God'srolein creation is defined by these Scriptures:

Action or Attribute or Relation of God

Verse
Reference

In the beginning God crested

Geness1:1

10

God [Yahweh] crested everything
(liged items include heaven, earth, man,
|sradl, light, darkness, peace.
evil in the snse of judgmenta
disasters, and salvetion)

Isaiah 45:5-14

11

God [Yahweh] created the heavens,
gave the Spirit to the people, etc.

Isaah 42:5

12

God [Yahweh] made the eath by his
power, and established the world by
hiswisdom

Jeremiah 51:15

13

(Lord God Almighty, which at and
wast and at to come--verse 8)
created dl thingss and they were
crested for his pleasure

Revdation 4:11

14

God crested pecificdly foods and
mariage to be receved  with
thanksgiving by those who bdieve
and know the truth

1 Timothy 4:3




Action or Attribute Action or Attribute Verse
or Relation to God or Relation of Logos References
In the beginning the Logos
I was with God, and dl | Geness 11
151 Inn'the beginning God creeted things were created by|Johnll
the Logos
God [Yahweh] crested everything|Logos [Jesus before he lsish  45:4-14
[lisged items include heaven, earth, | became a man] made dl B
16 . i : , John 13,
man, lsrad, light, darkness, peace, | things, induding the world, Colossians 116
evil, and savation] and soiritud and earthly life '
17 | God created dl things ... By Jesus Ephesans 3.9
18 | God appointed ... Son as heir of dl things Hebrews 1:1-3
19 | God made the ages [worlds] ... by [Greek: dia] hisson Hebrews 1:2
. and one mediator between : i
20 | Thereisone God ... God and man 1 Timothy 2.5
21 | Thereisone God ... the Father ... and one Lord--Jesus Christ | 1 Corinthians 8:6
22 | of [Gresk: ek] whom areal things gftﬁ[%;ee": dia] WhO &€\ ) s 86

When point 1 is compared with point 9 or point 6 with point 10, it is easy to see why
most Christians smply consder God and Jesus together as two names for the same
entity: God. Both were there in the beginning and both are defined as the crestor.
Certainly these Scriptures show that any non-Trinitarian Christology would be defective
if it faled to ascribe to our Lord Jesus al the power and authority which these Scriptures
emphaticadly giveto him.

But there is more. The table above contains a few texts which prevent us from equating
God with the Logos because of clear distinctions between them.

Points 15 and 16 showed the shared roles of God and the Logos in cregtion. Points 17
through 22 show digtinctions which Scripture presents. Jesus emerges not as God, but as
God's choice, God's honored agent, God's son and partner, in the great work of creation.
Both share the role of creator, and the titles of Savior, Lord, and King. But they dso have
digtinctive roles they cannot share. The first of these is presented in Point 20. God is not,
and indeed cannot be, a mediator between himsdf and man. That is Jesus unique role.
God and man are estranged. According to God's plan Jesus was positioned to be the brige
or mediator, not to bring God down to man's leve, but to devate man to a place where
God could again have felowship with him.



The Greek language is very precise as illugrated in points 19 and 22. In both cases the
blessings of God in creation ae described as flowing ek God and dia Jesus. Both
prepositions were defined by Euclid, the father of geometry, and his definitions are quite
precise. Ek defines a line beginning at the center of a circle and proceeding outward. Dia
defines a line crossing through the circle at its center, and passing to the other sde. This
is described by the word "diameter.”

Notice the smplicity of the Bibles message. Everything is "out from" God and "through"
Jesus. They are two separate entities, with two separate names. They were together in
cregtion, but since credtion their roles have diverged. The table below shows how this
divergence has progressed.

Action or Attribute Action or Attribute Verse
of Relation to God or Relation of Logos References
Isaiah 405,
. . |6
God [Yahweh] is done [Jesus - said] M_y "Father 'S John  14:28;
23 there is none besde me grester then g ! d Marek
to my God and your God." oA
15:34;
John 20:17
God will be dl in dl, He Goq WI||. put a!l things ur}der Chrig.
) . Chrig  will ddiver the kingdom to
will put dl things under .
- . God. Then the Son [though he will
Chrig's feet. All things that 4 awavs himsaf be a king in his 1
24 |is EXCEPT himsdf, that is Weys ! g Corinthians
own right) will dso be subject (under|
the heavenly Father.The son . . | 15:24,27, 28
ds0 shdl be smject unto and obedient to) h|rr_1 [God] who c_Ild
him put dl (other) things under him
[Jesus].
Evay family [Gresk: patria)
gets its name from God, . Ephesans
25 who is himsdf the faner of | = O Lord Jesus Chrigt 314, 15
and Gods will is worked out| Sh0e3S
6 Gods will and eternd | THROUGH Chrig, who  himsdf L.uké 29-4-
purpose are supreme ... submitted his wiull to that of the o
Acts  13:22,
heavenly Father. 23

According to these Scriptures, the Logos is under the Father, not "coequa” with him as
those who wrote the Athanasian Creed put it. God is supreme, the Father, the Blessed,
Yahweh. Though he honors Jesus, the son remains oibedient and subject to him.
Everything flows out from him. It pleased God tha in Jesus dl fullness should dwel; that
al blessngs and life should flow THROUGH Jesus (Colossians 1:19).



But does any text say God and Jesus are equd ? Here are some which seem to imply that:

. Verse

Relation of the Logos to God References

"Let ths mind be in you, which was dso in Chrigt Jesus, who, being

in the form of God, though it not robbery to be equa with God."

(King James)

"Who, though being in God's form, yet did not meditate a usurpation

to be like God." (Wilson's Diaglott) Philippians
27 25.8

"Who, in the form of God subsisting, not a thing to be seized

acccounted the being equa with God.” (Rotherham)

"Counted it not athing to be grasped to be on an equdity with God."

(Revised Verson margin)

This attitude in Jesus is commended as the one we should have. We lsah  14:10-
28 | ae ds0 dsawhere told what Satan's atitude was "l will be like the 15 '

mogt High." (King James)
29 | "l and my Father are one." (King James) John 10:30

In the Phillipians text (see Point 27), Jesus is spoken of as exiding "in the form of God"
prior to his coming to earth. Unitarians are mistaken when they say Jesus began his life as
a baby. Jesus exiged previoudy in the form of God, a spiritud being "far aove angds.”
As John said, Jesus dready "was' in the beginning, a term referring to the time when God
and his only begotten turned ther atention to the plans they had formed, to create a
universe populated by living beings in God's image. The Logos began "far above' other
goiritud beings. Yet gpparently a spiritud being can be far above dl other created spirit
or earthly things, and Hill be lower than God in some respects. This seems to be Paul's
argument when he shows that it would have been a usurpation, or a snatching or robbery,
for Jesus to aspire to be "equd” with God. Trinitarians say Jesus, not thinking about the
"grasping” of equdity with God means that Jesus was dready equd. But the word
"gragped” does not mean to "hang on to." It is used esewhere (see Matthew 13:19; John
6:15; 10:12) to mean to take away, seize by force. Thus it refers not to something one
dready has. but to something one does not have unless it were "seized" or "taken by
force." Strong defines the word as "pluinder.”

Jesus is dready the "only begotten son" (John 1:18), the "firs-born of every cresture
(Colossans 1:15), "the beginning of the creatiaon of God' (Revedion 3:14). He is far
above angds and principdities; he enjoys continuous comradeship with the heavenly
Father whose house he shares. Everyrhing is his. Yet he doe snot reach our and saize the
one thing he does not have: equdity with God. He is such a loving and submissve son
that he does not aspire to anything that God has not given him. Paul says we should have
the same spirit. We should not meditate a usurpation, or aspire to plunder. Like the




Logos, we should be thankful for what God has given us, and willing to give it avy or
"empty ourselves' if it serves God's purposes.

That is exactly what Jesus did. As a free mord agert or being, separate from God but
living dongsde him, he humbled himsdf, left his previous glory, and was made flesh. He
even gave tha away through his heding minidry and his deeth; he gave his flesh for the
life of the world. That's the spirit we are asked to have in our own minds and attitudes
according to Philippians 2:.9-11.

How did God respond? The following verses tel us "Wherefore God has dso highly
exdted him, and given him a name which is above every name, that a the name of Jesus
every knee should bow ... and that every tongue should confess that Jesus is Lord ... to
the glory of God the Father.”

Notice thatr al this exdtation of Jesus is spoken of as both a reward for Jesus spirit of
sazcrifice and obedience, and aso a gracious gift (Greek: charis, verse 9) from God "the
Father." God has rewarded Jesus fathfulness. That means Jesus is a person of virtue, a
being who was made in God's image much like we are. He is a son whom God loved just
as we love the separate beings who come from us our sons and daughters. Blessings flow
from God to Jesus. And yet the superabundant amount of God's exdtation of Jesus in his
resurrection is dill spoken of as a "gracious gift." God was not obligated to drvate Jesus
higher than his previous grand maesty as the Logos In fact when Jesus prayed to God on
the even of his death, he smply asked for a return to "the glory which | had with you
before the world was' (John 17:5). Hdldujah for the humility and love of our Lord Jesus,
the Messiah.

Seeing tis more clearly helps us understand the oneness of which Jesus spoke in John 17
(point 29), the oneness of purpose and will which characterizes those who have learned to
aopreciate the spirit of the hevenly Father and his son.. It is a harmony of purpose amd
joy of cooperation thata is exemplifiud by the by the unsdfish mutud service-rdationship
between the Father and the son. The same kind of rdationship is typified by an eathly
father/son and husband/wife reationship, and John 17:17-14 promises it as the heritage
of dl the true followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. When we begin to caich a glimpse of
the love that exists between the Father and the son, we begin to behold Jesus glory, the
glory which, as Jesus stated, God gave him because he loved Jesus before the foundation
of the world.



God's Role Jesus' Role Verse Refs.
30 God made all things through All things were made by the Logos John 1:3
Jesus
31 }'he kosmos or human race was made by John 1:10
lesus
32 | God made the ages... ... by Jesus Hebrews 1.2
33 | Gave Jesus power to do signs | Made water into wine JHoit:?lAEG 24
God is asked by Jesus to .
34 | make the foillowers of Jesus | just as Jesus and God are dready John 17:23
. . perfect in oneness
perfect in oneness with them
God's son Christ Jesus was made of (ek,
35 out from) the seed of David according to | Romans 1.3
the flesh
... better than the angels, as Jesus has .
36 | God made Jesus ... RECEIVED a highter name Hebrews 1:4
37 | From God ... ... Jesusis made unto us wisdom 1Cor. 1:30
God made Jesus in the . . A ]
33 likeness of men Jesus made himself of no reputation Philippians 3.7
29 | God made Jesus .. ... ahigh priest forever, after the order of Hebrews 6:20

Melchizidek

Our "new man" is created by
God

Jesusis our brother, not our father

Eph. 4:24; Heb. 2:11; Cal.
1:2; Matthew 23:9

Goid is the head of Christ,

Christ isthe head of man ... and just as a

1 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 1.22;

4 justas... husband isthe head of awife ‘11%85 522,  Colossian
Jesus, though aready holy, harmless, Deut 304
42 | God is perfect and S|_nless, was made perfect through Hebrews 2:10
sufferings
In AD 33 Jesus did not know the day and .
43 | God knows everything hour of his coming kingdom; he learned Matthew 24:36; Hebrewss

obedience by the things he suffered

58

God cannot die

Jesus died, his soul died, hewas inhades
(the death state), and God resurrected
him

Rev. 1.8 1 Tim. 117,
Rev. 1:18; Acts 2:24, 27,
31, 32; PsAm 110:1

God made the earth by his
power and WISDOM

Jesus identifies himsdf as the WISDOM
of God

Jer. 51:15 (compare Matt.
23:24-36 with Luke
11:49-51




So what was the role of the Logos in Creatiuon? The Lofos was the Made Maker. Firg,
he was made. Just as we do not have anything we did not receive, sO Jesus our Lord
received dl things from God. He was the receiver of the Father's love. He was the only
cregtion of God, the firstborn of al creation, the beginning of the creation of God.

And he became the one who gave love. He became, for dl of us, our maker. The great
giver who received everything from God gave it dl away, He gave it away by creeting al
the mighty and beautiful angelic hosts He gave it away by cregaing the beautiful and
perfect gdaxies, the suns, planets,.and life on earth.

Sudedenly, the dynamism and depth of the relaionshiop becoime clearer. "Let us make
men in our image." .Truly, a partnership was a work. The result is a great masterpiece of
cooperation and commitment which God and the Logos hve accomplished. And they are
not done; indeed, they have just started.

"My father worketh hitherto; and now | work," Jesus said in John 5:17, and the lessons of
hisory as well as the statements of Scripture tell us why. Work needed to be done. The
human race fell. It needed a savior; indeed, it needed two saviors. It needed God, who
planned the sdvaion and stayed dive while Jesus was in the grave so there would be
someone with the mighty poiwer it would take to raise Jesus from the grave. And it took
a Savior who could do something that even God could not do, someone who could
become a man, someone who could make himsdf vulnerable to the oppresson and abuse
of mankind, and who could die After God puts al enemies under Jesus feet, Jesus will do
something ese God could not do; he will serve as the mediator between God and men.
And, wonder of wonders, Jesus has invited us Chrigians to share in that great mediatorid
work as kings and priedts, judging men and angds, and becoming a bridge between ther
fdlen past and the glorious future which God has promised he will bring to pass for the
world of mankind!



Proverbs 8:22-35

The LORD possessed [Strong's 7069; created] me in the beginning of his
way, before his works of old.

| was set up [Strong's 5258; anointed] from everlasting, from the
beginning, or ever the earth was.

When there were no depths, | was brought forth [Strong's 2342; born, as
in travail]; when there were no fountains abounding with water.

Befoe the mountains were settled, before the hills was | brought forth.

While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest
part of the dust of the world.

When he prepared the heavens, | was there: when he sat a compass
upon the face of the depth:

When he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the
fountains of the deep.

When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his
comandment; when he appointed thefoundations of the earth.

Then | was by him, as one brought up with him; and | was daily his
delight, rejoicing always before him;

Rejoicing in the habitable part of the earth, and my delight was with the
sons of men.

Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that
keep my ways.

Hear instruction, and be wise, and refused it not.

Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting
at the posts of my doors.

For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favor of the LorRD. But
he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul; all that hate me love
death.




Christ: His Origins

The Image of the Invisible God

For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I
begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? And
again, when he bringeth in the first-begotten into the world, he saith, And let all the
angels of God worship him.—Hebrews 1:5,6

Jeff Mezera

Jesusis called the “image of theinvisble God” (Colossians 1:15). Paul dso saysit was
the Father “who . . . delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath trandated us into
the kingdom of hisdear Son” (verses 12, 13). Theword “icon” in English means an
image or representation of something else. Because Jesus is the representative of the
Father, heisthe eikon (Greek) the “image’ or “picture’ of what the Father is (verse 15).
While mogt Chrigtians agree that Jesus is not the Father, there is a difference of opinion
over who Jesusis. The firgt chapter of Colossans gives us a part of the answer.

“Who istheimage of the invisble God, the firstborn of every cresture’ (Colossans

1:15). Here Jesus is called the “firstborn [Greek: prototokos] of God.” What does
“firstborn” mean in this context? The word does not necessarily mean firg in birth order;
prototokos aso means priority in importance or rank. In the Septuagint (the Greek
version of the Old Testament) prototokos appears 130 times. Half thetimeit refersto the
first born son, the other haf it means preeminence. In the New Testament, prototokos
(firstborn) is used in awide variety of ways, but usudly with ether of these two

meanings.

First-in-time or First-in-importance

Why did Paul not describe Jesus as the “first creasted”’? This would have directly

answered who Jesusis and what his role in the universe has been, is, and will be. The

Greek word protoktistos does mean “first created.” However, that Greek word is not used
in the New Testament. Is Paul saying that Jesusis the preeminent one of creation?

When the word firstborn isfollowed by the genitive “of,” it requires the firstborn to bein
the classthat it is of. The “firstborn of” the house of Pharaoh belongs to the house of
Pharaoh. The firstborn of the beastsis abeast. The firstborn of creation is therefore a part
of the crestion.

“Heisthe head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the "firstborn from the
dead” (Colossians 1:18). Here firstborn refers to a rebirth from deeth. Jesus was not the
firgt raised from the dead, but he wA s the first who was raised to anew life, to the glory
of the divine nature, the first who came back from the dead to never die again.



Theword protoktistos [firg crested] did not come into popular use until the second and
third centuries. When it first began to be used, there wasllittle distinction between it and
the word for firstborn. Clement uses these terms interchangeably in hiswritings. He
clearly cdls Christ the “firdgt created” and later the “firgtborn” in the same letters.

“For by him were dl things crested, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visble and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principdities, or powers: al things
were created by him, and for him” (Colossians 1:16, KJv). Jesus was the agent of
cregtion; he was not the Creator himsdlf. We see the same Greek word (di or dia)
trandated “by” in John 1:3 and Hebrews 1:3. Jesusis before dl crestion, thefirsina
series, because through him God MADE the creation. A smilar phrasein 1 Corinthians
15:26,27 (N1IV) says that “the last enemy to be destroyed is desth.” For he *has put
everything under hisfeet.” The next verse goes on to say that the “everything” excludes
God himsdf who put everything under Chrig.

Theword “al” (Greek: pas) can be trandated “all other” or “everyone.” It is so trandated
in Luke 13:2 (N1V) and 21:29, and Philippians 2:21. Paul is not teaching that Jesusis
digtinct from the creation. 1 Corinthians 8:6 explains that God the father is the source of

al crestion, while the son is the agency through which crestion occurred (see so
Proverbs 8:22-30; John 1:1-3). “Heisbefore dl things, and in him dl things hold

together” (Colossians 1:17, NIV). Jesus is before dl things that were created through him.

“In these last days he has spoken to us in a son, whom he gppointed heir of al things, and
through whom he created the world. The son is the radiance of his glory and the
representation of his essence [image of God—Colossans 1:15], and he sugtains dl things
by his powerful word [now in these last days, now after he was raised to the glory on
high], and so when he had accomplished cleansing for sins, he sat down at the right hand
of the Mgesty on high. Thus he became so far better than the angels.” (Hebrews 1:.2-4,
NET; comments supplied.) Not only was the son the agent of crestion in his pre-human
existence, but since being raised to his resurrection glory, he continues to be the
ingtrument by which the universe adheres or remains together.

Firstborn from the Dead

“And he isthe head of the body, the church: who is the beginning [Greek: arche], the
firstborn [prototokos] from the dead; thet in dl things he might have the preeminence”
(Colossians 1:18).

Jesusisthe arche (beginning) and prototokos (firstborn) from the dead. To what do these
words refer? They refer to Jesus as the head of the body of Chrigt, the first who would be
raised from the dead never to die again. Both words can refer to anything thet isthe “first
of aseries”

“Heisthe beginning of the Chrigtian church, <%0>the root, the fountain and foundation
of it, the active beginning, or the firgt principle and author of it, and of dl those
influences of grace and spiritud life which animate and enliveniit. . . Heis cdled the



firg-born from the dead . . . because he was the first that arose to an immorta life, never
to die more; dl others that were raised to life, besides him, died again, but deaeth had no
more dominion over him.”—Burkett’s Notes on the New Testament

Jesus had preeminencein dl things over the old crestion AND the new creation. The word
“preeminence’ dso literaly means“to befirs.” Jesus was thefirst cregtion and he was
the first who rose from the dead never to die again. Jesuswasfirg in dl thingd

“And unto the angd of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen,
the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God” (Reveation 3:14). The
book of Colossans was dso shared with those in the Laodicean church (see Colossans
4:16). In the message to Laodiceain the book of Revelation the same thoughts about
Jesus Chrigt are also found. It says that heisthe “beginning [arche] of creation.”
(Compare Revdation 3:14 with Colossans 1:15.) In Revelation chapters 2 and 3 Jesus
tells each of the churches, “I am this” and “I am that.” In this verse Jesustellsusheis
the arche of the creation of God.

Greek scholars will say that arche in this sentence structure could mean that Jesusis the
first crested being, or that heisthe ruler over dl crestion. It could even mean that Jesus
was the source or origin of al creetion athough it does not have this definition anywhere

in the New Testament. When discussing the word arche, a Trinitarian in his book says
that “it must be admitted that the word might bear this meaning” (in the sense that Jesus
was the firgt created being). He then goes on to quote Alford’ s commentary, saying that
“arche out of this context could possibly mean, ‘the Chrigt isthe first created being.’”
(See Rabert M. Bowman, Should You Believe in the Trinity, p. 65.) Although he says that
arche could be taken “out of. . . . context,” he does not explain his reasoning. The context
of Revelation 3 certainly does not prohibit or encourage any specific definition to help us
understand what this word means.

Other commentaries state asmilar principle that the word arche and the grammar of
Revdation 3:14 do not prohibit the idea that Jesusis thefirst crested being. Every time
the word arche isused by John in hiswritings in the sngular form, he usesiit to mean
fird in time. Never once does he use it to mean origin or source. The point of Revelation
3:14 isthat Jesusisthe firgt of dl crestion

If Jesusis indeed the firgt crested being, how can we say Jesus created dl things? -
(Colossians 1:15,16) Proverbs chapter 8 hel ps to answer this question. “The LORD
crested mefirg of al, the first of hisworks, long ago” (Proverbs 8:22, TEV). “Get
wisdom, though it cost al you have, get understanding” (Proverbs 4:7, NIV).

Romans proclams that the world is without the wisdom of God. It says that that the
world is“without excuse” (Romans 1:20) because they should recognize the power of
God in creation. But even today they do not know God and continue to sin. Nor do they
know the son who was sent to redeem man, who is the Word of God, “the true light
which lighteth every man [individually, without exception] that cometh into the world”
(John 1:9). As a spoken word reved s invisible thought, so Chrigt the living Word reveals



the invisible God. Jesus, as the mediator between God and man, said “anyone who has
seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9, NIV).

By definition wisdom is the application of knowledge, i.e., “daily practicd living.”
Wisdom is nothing unlessiit is manifested. God manifested his wisdom to us through
Chrigt: “But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God,
and the wisdom of God. But of him are ye in Chrigt Jesus, who of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption” (1 Corinthians 1:24,30).

The evangeligt dludes to the pre-existence of Jesusin Luke 11:49 when he identifies
Jesus asthe “wisdom of God.” The Barnes’ Noteson this Scripture say: “By the wisdom
of God, here, is undoubtedly meant the Saviour himsdlf.”

In Proverbs we find that God made the world through his wisdom: “The LORD by
wisdom hath founded the earth” (Proverbs 3:19). Thisis exactly the thought of
Colossians 1:15,16 concerning Christ: “Who is the image of the invisble God, the
firstborn of every creature: for by him were dl things creeted, that are in heaven, and that
arein earth.” Here Jesusiis cdled the firstborn of every cresture, which isthe same
thought of Jesus as God' s wisdom in Proverbs 8:22-30. “The Lord possessed mein the
beginning of hisway, before hisworks of old | was set up from everlagting, from the
beginning . . . When there was no depths | was brought forth. . . . Then | wasby him, as
one brought up with him: and | was daily his ddight, rgjoicing always before him.”

Jesus loves those who seek him and love him: “| love them that love me; and those that
seek me early shdl find me’ (Proverbs 8:17; see dso Proverbs 1:28). Jesus leads in the
way of righteousness just as wisdom does. “1 lead in the way of righteousness, in the
midst of the paths of judgment” (Proverbs 8:20). Beginning with the early church fathers
even to our own time Christians of dl theologica persuasions—Arians, Sabellians
(Oneness), Unitarians, even Trinitarians—have for centuries gpplied Wisdom in Proverbs
8 to Jesus Chrigt.

“Wisdom here has persond properties and actions; and that intelligent divine person can
be no other than the son of God himsdlf, to whomthe principa things here spoken of
wisdom are attributed in other Scriptures.” —Matthew Henry Commentary

Jewish commentaries understood wisdom in Proverbs 8 to refer to a creature. “The
Targum makes this wisdom a creature, by thus trandating the passage: . . . * God created
me in the beginning of his crestures.” The Syriec isthe same”—Clarke’s Commentary

Wisdom says, “Turn you a my reproof: behold, | will pour out my spirit unto you, | will
make known my words unto you” (Proverbs 1:23). Jesus said, “ But when the Comforter
iscome, whom | will send unto you from the Father, even the spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shdl testify of me’ (John 15:26).

Many Bible commentators for centuries have understood Wisdom in Proverbs 8 to be
descriptive of the works of Jesus Chrigt. contains the ingructions of Wisdom or Chrigt;



showing the excellency of them, and the author of them, in opposition to the harlot and
her “This chapter alurements, in the preceding chapter.”—Gill’s Commentary

“It isagreat question what thiswisdom is. Some understand it of the Divine wisdom; -
others of [Chrig] . . . the chapter may be understood of Christ considered partly in his-
persond capacity, and partly in regard of his office, which was to impart the mind and
will of God to mankind.”—Wesley’s Notes

Some argue that Wisdom can not be a personification of Jesus because Wisdom is
feminine and Jesus was mae “Dath not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth HER
voice?’ (Proverbs 8:1). Although the Hebrew word for “wisdom” is feminine, because
wisdom is personified it is only ameatter of grammar. Although war is normally

associated with men going into battle, the Hebrew word for war is dso feminine. Many
non-English languages ascribe gender to nouns. The Polish word for “table” is masculine,
but it isfeminine in French. The gender of the Hebrew word for wisdom has no bearing
on the object to which it refers. Jesus is propheticaly spoken of asthe “sun

of righteousness’ in Maachi 4:2; the Hebrew word for “sun” isaso feminine (Strong's
8121).FSee Strong’s Morphological Dictionary for word gender.

‘They are proclaimed from on high: She stlandsin the top of high places (Proverbs 8:2);
it was from the top of Mount Sinai that the law was given, and Chrigt expounded itina
sermon upon the mount.”—Matthew Henry

Some say that this can not be prophetic of Christ because he did not cry out in the Streets.
Yet weread: “That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying,
Behold my servant, whom | have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul iswell pleased: |
will put my spirit upon him, and he shal shew judgment to the Gentiles. He shdl not
grive, nor cry; neither shal any man hear hisvoicein the streets’ (Matthew 12:17; see
aso Isaiah 42:1,2). These words are quoted from Isaiah by Matthew to explain why he
retreated from his enemies and sought to hide himsdlf. Those familiar with Jesus

ministry know that Jesus did cry out the message of God in the streets. The Hebrew word
trandated cry is Strong's 7121 which means “to preach.” Jesus preached everywhere he
went.

In Proverbs 9 Wisdom is contrasted with Foolishness. If Wisdom is Christ and Wisdom is
contrasted with its opposite, then foolishness must be that which is the opposite of Chrigt,
i.e.,, the Antichrist who is represented as a“woman” in Revelation 17:3,4,6,18.

There are differeneces about the meaning of the word ganah in Proverbs 8:22 asto
whether it means “ possessed” or “created.” From afootnote on the NET trandation of
Proverbs 8:22 found at www.bible.org: “There are two roots in Hebrew, one meaning ‘to
possess,” and the other meaning ‘to create.” The older trandations did not know of the
second root, but suspected in certain places that a meaning like that was necessary (e.g.,
Genesis 4:1; 14:19; Deuteronomy 32:6). Ugaritic confirmed that it was indeed another
root. The older versons have the trandation ‘ possess because otherwise it sounds like
God lacked wisdom and therefore creeted it at the beginning. They wanted to avoid



saying that wisdom was not eternd. Ariusliked the idea of Chrigt as the wisdom of God
and so chose the trandation ‘ creste.” Athanasius trandated it, ‘ constituted me as the head
of creation.” The verb occurs twelve times in Proverbs with the meaning of ‘to acquire’;
but the Greek and the Syriac versions have the meaning ‘ creste” Although theidealis that
wisdom existed before creation, the pardld ideasin these verses (‘ gopointed,” ‘given
birth’) argue for the trandation of ‘cregte’ or ‘establish’ (R. N. Whybray, ‘ Proverbs 8:22-
31 and Its Supposed Prototypes, vr 15[1965]: 504-14; and W. A. lrwin, * Where Will
Wisdom Be Found? JBL 80[1961]: 133-42).” Many trandators render ganahas
“created.”.

“Gesenius gives as the primary meaning of ganah: ‘to get, to gain, to obtain, to acquire’
Davies givesit the meaning of ‘to form or make, to get or acquire, to gain or buy.” Strong
defines ganah as ‘o erect, i.e., to create; by extension to procure, especially by
purchase.” ” —The Great Debate, by Robert Wagoner

Regardless of the controversy surrounding the meaning of this word, contextualy
Wisdomis still spoken of as being “brought forth”: ”When there were no depths, | was
brought forth” (Proverbs 8:24). The Hebrew word trandated “brought forth” means “to
be brought forth, to be born.” Wisdom was indeed “ brought forth” and this helps us
understand the context and meaning of this chapter and especidly what “ possessed”
meansin verse 22.

“Then | was by him, as one brought up [Strong’ s #525: “artificer, architect, master
workman, skilled workman”] with him: and | was dally hisddight, rgjoicing dways
before him” (Proverbs 8:30). Not only can the word “possess’ in this context have the
meaning of “create’ as trandated in the Septuagint and Syriac, but we aso see that
Wisdom was brought up, was trained, and was the master workman of God' s crestive
works.

Yes, Jesus is the master workman of God' s creative works! He was the first of Jehovah's
cregtive acts, and it was with his assstance that dl other things came into baing. Truly

this grest being who plays so many important rolesin the greet plan of the agesisworthy
of our adoration and worship!



Christ in the Jewish Age

Michadl, Y our Prince

But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and there is none that
holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your prince.—Daniel 10:21

Littleissad directly of the role that the son of God played during the Jewish age.
Various biblicdl titles and picturesidentified with the Messiah, however, suggest that the
Logos was as active during that period as he has been in every stage of the plan of God.

Michael

Not only was Michael Danidl’s “prince,” he was the “the great prince’ (Hebrew, tsar,
from which the words Czar and Kaiser are derived) which stood for “the children of
[Danid’ | people’ (Danid 12:1). In Jude 9 heis caled “the archangel,” or chief angd.
Some contend that thisis not an office unique to Michad for in Danid 10:13 heis
entitled “one of the chief princes.” However the Hebrew echad, trandated “one’ in this
passage, can with equa ease be trandated “first of the chief princes,” (Margin, ‘the
fird.”) "Thet is, thefirgt in rank of the ‘princes,’ or the angels. In other words, ‘Michad,
the archangd.”” (Barnes Commentary.) Echad istrandated “firs” in such passages as
Genesis 1:5 and Genesis 2:11. Thisbeing isidentified as the “chief ruler” who wasto
come from the tribe of Judah in 1 Chronicles 5:2 and with Jesus & his second adventin 1
Thessdonians 4:16 designating the pre-eminent one amongst the angdic hog.

Itisin thisrole that we see the son of God directing the numerous miracul ous victories of
the Isradlites over their foes and as the mastermind behind their deliverance from
frequent captivities. Thus, we read of him in Exodus 33:2, “And | will send an angd
before thee; and | will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the
Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite.”

Was he not the angel who parted the waters of the seathat |sragl might pass over dry
shod? Was he not the “ captain of the host of the LORD” who met Joshua by Jericho to
give directions for the overthrow of that stronghold? (Joshua 5:13 to 6:2) Was he not the
one that caused the phenomenon of the “sun standing still” An dternative explangtion is
not that the day was prolonged, but that the sun was supernaturaly darkened (Hebrew,
damam, here trandaed “stand ill”) which was taken by the sun-worshipping Amorites
as an omen, disheartening them for the battle (Reprints, page 3344, supported by the
Wycdliffe Bible Commentary). so vital in Joshua s destruction of the Amorites? (Joshua
10:12,13) Was he not the leader of “the forces from heaven” which caused the Kishon
river to overthrow the forces of Sisera? (Judges 5:20,21) Was he not the “angd of the
LORD” who smote the 185,000-man army of Sennacherib? (2 Kings 19:35)

Time and time again, using various means and methods, divine forces were brought to
bear in Isradlitish higtory. Although naturd explanations have been offered for many of



these miracles, and they may indeed have vaidity, the timing shows greet precision and
indicates meticulous planning and direction by just such an unseen leader as Michad, the
guardian angel of Israd.

The gpplication of this supernatura power on behaf of Isradl (and on none of the
surrounding Gentile nations) well demondirates the accuracy of the scripturd statement,
“you only have | known of dl the families of the earth” (Amos 3:2). How well this
should have produced an unflinching trust of Israel in divine leadership and been an
incentive to obey the dictates of God! Unfortunately, it did not, and the latter part of
Amos prophecy became only too true: “ Therefore | will punish you for al your
iniquities”

Thisis the same lesson God taught them through his manifest wonders as he brought
them through their 40-year journey to the promised land. Rather than serving to make
them more dependent upon Jehovah, it only demongtrated their rebellious and
complaining human nature (see 1 Corinthians 10:1-12).

The Angel of the LORD

Therole of “archangel,” or “director of the angelic hogts,” was not limited to the work of
Michael in commanding the hosts of heaven. Thiswork dso included the enligment of
gpiritual and human agencies (e.g., angds, messengers). The term “angel of the LORD” is
used numerous times in the Old Testament. While it would be presumptuous to say that
this term always applied to the pre-human Logos, there are various occasions where such
an interpretation is so indicated. Perhaps the most commonly gpplied of theseisthe
gppearance of the three angels to Abraham with the message of God' sintention to
destroy Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18:3). The patriarch’s use of the term Adonai
(Lord) instead of the usual term of Middle Eastern respect, doniy, or Sir, often trandated
“lord” inthe lower case, has been taken by many to mean that this was the materidized
son of God.

A more direct identification is to be found in the appearance of “the angd of the LORD”

to the parents of Samson. When Samson'’ s father, Manoah, inquires of the name of the
angd, heistold that it is“wonderful” (Judges 13:18, NAS). Thisisthe same name as one
of those ascribed to Jesusin the famous prophecy of Isaiah 9:6. Further, upon the angd’s
departure, Manoah's awe-struck words to hiswifein verse 22 are, “We shdl surely die
because we have seen God” (Hebrew: elohim).

It isin this capacity that “the angd of the LORD” enlisted Gideon (Judges 6:11);
comforted and fed Elijah (1 Kings 19:7); and commanded David to set up an dtar in the
threshingfloor of Ornan (1 Chronicles 21:18). In Zechariah 3:1,2 wefind it isthe “angd

of the LORD” that says to Satan concerning the body of Joshua, “ The LORD rebuke thee.”



The Wisdom of God

“Therefore also said the wisdom of God, | will send them prophets and apostles, and
some of them they shdl day and persecute’ (Luke 11:49). Many students of the Bible
believe that the “wisdom of God” is one of thetitles of Jesus himself. Albert Barnesis
one such commentator who makes this observation:

“By the ‘wisdom of God,’ here, is undoubtedly meant the Saviour himsdlf. . . . Heis
cdled ‘the wisdom of God,” because by him God makes hiswisdom known in crestion
(Cal 1:13-18 and in redemption (1 Cor 1:30). Many have a so thought that the Messiah
was referred to in the 8th chapter of Proverbs, under the name of Wisdom.” For amore
thorough examination of the gpplication of “wisdom” as a persond name for Chrigt in
Proverbs 8, please see thefirg article in thisissue of The Herdd.

Here Jesus bridges the ages, saying that he was the sender of the prophets of the Old
Testament eraas well as the apostles (meaning “sent ones’) in the gospel dispensation.
As*“the wisdom of God” heis acting in the same time frame as Proverbs 8 which isthe
planning phase of the crestive processes. Therefore he uses the future tense “I will send”
of both the ancient bards and the il future apostles.

It isin this function that we see the Jawish age activities of the son of God in providing
direction and guidance, and not merely as the protector and ddliverer of the Hebrew

people.

Prophets

Asthe Mosaic Law “spoken by angels’ (Hebrews 2:2) at Sinai provided the rules by
which God's chosen people were to live, so the prophets were the conscience of the
nation, drawing atention to their wandering from these laws and cdling them back to
their covenant respongbilities. “Stand ye in the ways, and see’ cried Jeremiah, “and ask
for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shal find rest for your
souls’ (Jeremiah 6:16).

The office of prophet appears to have been a progressve one, with the career of Samue
being the turning point. We read of that timein 1 Samud 9:9, “Beforetimein Israd,

when aman went to inquire of God, thus he spake, Come, and let us go to the seer: for he
that is now called a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.”

The digtinction between a seer and a prophet can be compared to the functions of a
newscaster and a commentator. A newscaster gives an objective account of daily events
while acommentator interprets the news to make it useful to his audience. In the same
way aseer saw events and reported on them as awitness; a prophet brought forth the
lessons the people were to gain from these.

It wasin the days of Samuel that the office of prophecy was inditutionaized and is
thenceforth referred to as “the sons of the prophets.” Commenting on thisterm, Barnes



notes. “ The schools or colleges of prophets. . . existed in severd of the Igradite. . .
towns, where young men were regularly educated for the propheticd office” Wefind
Elijah, on thelast day of hislife, making afind vist to these schoolsin Bethel and
Jericho (2 Kings 2:2-7).

Evidently not dl the prophets from that time were from these organized schoals, for the
prophet Amos writes of himsdlf, “ Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, | wasno
prophet, neither was | a prophet’s son; but | was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore
fruit: and the LORD took me as | followed the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go,
prophesy unto my people Israg” (Amos 7:14,15).

C. Von Ordli has written of the true prophet, “His words are not the production of his
own spirit, but come from a higher source.” In contrast, false prophets “ prophesy out of
their own hearts’ (Ezekid 13:2; Jeremiah 23:16). |saiah speaks of seeing the words of his
prophecy (Isaiah 2:1). Ezekid attributes his ingpiration to the spirit of the Lord faling on
him (Ezekid 11.5). Jeremiah writes, “Then said |, Ah, Lord Gop! behold, I cannot speak:
for I am achild. But the LORDsaid unto me, Say not, | am a child: for thou shdt go to dl
that | shall send thee, and whatsoever | command thee thou shat speek” (Jeremiah 1.6,7).

Whether individudly appointed or drawn from the pool trained in these prophetic
schooals, it was Jesus, as the Wisdom of God, who sent them on their gppointed missions.
He was the spiritual channd from whence they derived their messages. Whether these
communications were delivered by word of mouth, acted dramaticaly in the style of
Ezekiel, portrayed by a dictated life pattern as in the case of Hosea, or even followed the
outline of an entire drama as was the case with Jonah, the Wisdom of God was working
behind the scenes directing the issue.

Much of the burden of the prophetic word was giving those clues which would enable the
sncere and reverent watcher to identify the Messiah. But when the time came for him to
come persondly to earth in the form of flesh, few recognized him. They missed the point
of the entire picture that he must come firgt in the form of the suffering Messiah of Isaiah
53 before he could come as the reigning “lion of the tribe of Judah.” Looking for alion,
they behdd alamb—the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world.

It was not until the Gogpel age that the son of God revealed the full import of this
prophetic word of old. Truly the “testimony of Jesusis the spirit of prophecy”
(Revelation 19:10).



Christ at His First Advent

Eye-Witness Testimony

For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the

power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.—2
Peter 1:16

Robeart S. Seklemian—Condensad from “ The Death and Resurrection of Jesus,”
Discourses of Robert S. Seklemian, pages 264-273.

The three most important events in history are the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus.
Two of these events, the death and resurrection of Jesus, occurred within a period of three
days of each other. A wider diverdity of emotion can scarcely be imagined. At the death

of Jesus was experienced the greatest possible sorrow and within three days, at the
resurrection of Jesus, the greatest possible joy.

The Viewpoint of the Disciples

When Jesus began his ministry, he wasin direct communication with his heavenly

Father. One of the first things the Father did was to indicate to Jesus who were to be his
gpostles and disciples, the ones he had personally selected to be the companions of Jesus.
Thisfact isclearly shown in Jesus prayer just before his betrayd: “I have manifested thy
name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world; thine they were, and thou
gavest them me’ (John 17:6).

When we reed that Jesus saw certain men and said “Follow me,” this does not imply a
haphazard, spur-of-the-moment salection. No! The heavenly Father had indicated to Jesus
the exact individuas. God had previoudy prepared their minds because when they were
invited by Jesusto follow him, they promptly dropped everything and followed him.

They were very specid people, dthough in the eyes of the world they were ignorant,
rough, and uncultured, what we would today call “of the lower strata of society.” But in
the eyes of Jesus, these men were true nobility!

The Apostles Loved Their Master

These whom the Father had drawn loved Jesus and were his congtant companions. They
ministered to his materid needs. They were a his Sde when he hedled the multitudes,
preached the gospel of the kingdom to them, and spoke to them in parables. They loved
it mogt of dl when later he withdrew to the mountain or wilderness where they could be
donewith him, St a hisfeet, commune with him on amore persond basis, hear the
interpretations of the parables he had given to the multitudes, and absorb the unfailing
strength, assurance, and love which flowed from him.



Of course they made many blunders and Jesus had to rebuke them on severa occasions.
For example, they tried to forbid the little children to come to Jesus. On another occasion
they wanted the right to St one on hisright hand and another on hisleft in his kingdom.
Once they wanted to cdl fire from heaven and destroy an inhospitable village. Whenever
Jesus rebuked them, he did it patiently and gently, usng each occasion to teach them
vauable lessons.

Jesus was particularly pleased when, in answer to his question “Whom say ye that | an?’
Peter answered, “Thou art the Chrigt, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). Then
we read: “From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples how he must go
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders, and chief priests, and scribes, and
be killed, and be raised again the third day” (Matthew 16:21).

| don't think we can blame the warm and impulsive Peter too much for saying to Jesus,
“Beit far from thee, Lord; this shdl not be unto thee.” They had learned to depend upon
him so much. They were like sheep and Jesus was their shepherd; they could not think of
carrying on without him. What can shegp do without a shepherd? They would be lost
without him. But Jesus was preparing their minds for future events. He kept telling them
that he was going to leave them but they did not understand,; they did not understand
because they did not want to understand. It was something they did not want to happen so
they pushed the thought from their minds. But Jesus kept on telling them; he did not want
them to be taken entirdly by surprise. When Mary of Bethany poured the very precious
ointment upon him, Jesus said, “In that she hath poured this cintment on my body, she
did it for my burid.”

After the passover supper we read: “When they had sung an hymn, they went out into the
mount of olives. Then saith Jesus unto them: All ye shdl be offended [or sumbled]
because of me this night; for it iswritten, | will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the
flock will be scattered abroad. But after | am risen again, | will go before you into
Gdlileg” (Matthew 26:30-32).

Inafew hoursit happened. As his disciples dept Jesus endured the anguish of
Gethsemane aone. Then came Judas leading the armed multitude of officers from the
chief priests and elders. Although Jesus was betrayed and arrested, they did not redly
take him. That armed multitude was not big enough to take him by force. No! He gave
himsdf into their hands, saying: “Dog thou think that | cannot entreaet my Father, and he
will send to my relief more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matthew 26:53, Diaglott).

Smitten Shepherd—Scattered Sheep

Then we read one of the mogt tragic sentencesin the Bible: “Then dl the disciples
forsook him and fled” (Matthew 26:56). They did not redly want to. Thiswas their
beloved Master whom they loved with dl their hearts. They redly meant to be loydl.
Peter had said to Jesus just afew hours before, “ Though adl men shdl be offended [or
stumbled] because of thee, yet will | never be offended.” Peter redly meant it with dl his
heart but his poor, weak, flesh prevailed. They fled! Jesus understood completely. The



prophecy, “I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shal be scattered
abroad,” was fulfilled. Jesus endured the orded that followed ALONE.

The disciples hopes had been built up for 3¥2 years, high hopes of a restored kingdom of
Israel with Jesus as king and they themsalves reigning with him. Now these hopes had
been dashed to the ground.

The bravest of the disciples were the women. <%0>They watched from a distance as
their Lord was crucified. They watched him die. They saw his Side pierced. They waited
and watched as his body was taken down from the cross. They followed at a distance to
see where it would be laid. Then they went home and prepared spices and ointments for
the body of Jesus.

The Road to Emmaus

Two of the disciples decided to wak from Jerusdem to avillage called Emmaus.

Emmaus means “hot springs’ and is about eight miles from Jerusalem. One of these
disciples was Cleopas, the other is thought to have been Peter. They probably wanted to
get away from the hustle and bustle of the city to aquiet place where they could talk,

think, and perhaps understand. Their hearts were heavy and as they walked the record
says. “They taked together of dl these things which had happened” and “they

communed together and reasoned” (Luke 24:15). In other words, they tried to make sense
out of the gtuation but hed difficulty doing so.

Jesus joined them on the road in aform they did not recognize. “And he said unto them,
what manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, asyewak and are
sad?’ They must have sensed a sympathetic understanding in this stranger because they
poured out what wasin their hearts. They told him how their beloved master whom they
described as *a prophet, mighty in deed and word before God, and all the people,” had
been delivered up by the chief priests, condemned to desth, and crucified; how dl their
high hopes had been shattered. Then they added wigtfully, “But we trusted that it had
been he which should have redeemed Isradl!” Then Jesus said unto them: O foolish and
dow of heart to believe al that the prophets have spoken. Ought not Christ to have
suffered these things and to enter into his glory? And, beginning & Moses, and dl the
prophets, he expounded unto them in dl the scriptures the things concerning himsalf”
(Luke 24:25-27).

What afeast it was for their souls, what abam for their hearts, torn by grief and

confuson! What athrill, what an exdtation of spirit to see everything fal perfectly into
place as he talked, to see the reason for it al and to know it was the truth! Confusion and
doubt dissolved and the mystery of recent events became an open book. Asthey said later
after Jesus had manifested himself to them and departed, “ Did not our hearts burn within
uswhile he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?’

These were the things Jesus had not told them before because as Jesus himsdf said, “Ye
can not bear them now.” When Jesus was with them, his disciples looked for him to set



up animmediate earthly government to supplant Roman rule. They stubbornly held to
thisidea and closed their minds to any other. When Jesus told them of hisimpending
suffering and degth, they said, “Be it far from thee Lord; this shdl not be unto thee.”

They smply refused to believe it. Now it was different. Jesus had indeed suffered, he had
indeed died. They had to face this grim redlity. Asaplow rips deep into the hard subsoil

to soften it and prepare it to receive and nurture the seed, so their hearts had been bruised,
torn, humbled, and made ready for what was now “meat in due season” for them.

What did he tell them as he walked with them to Emmaus? “Beginning & Moses, and dl
the prophets, he expounded unto them in dl the scriptures the things concerning himself.”
These were the “many things” he had to say to them which they could not “bear” before.
But they could bear them now! Now it redly made an impression, now it was “mest in
due season.” It gave them aKEY to the Scriptures.

They learned their lesson well and they remembered. After the holy Spirit was given at
Pentecost Peter preached to the multitude. We read in Acts the third chapter that he said:
“Thaose things which God before had showed by the mouth of al his prophets, that Christ
should suffer.” Then he pointed to the future, saying: “When the times of refreshing shal
come from the presence of the Lord; and he shal send Jesus Christ, which before was
preached unto you, whom the heavens mugt retain until the times of redtitution of al
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of dl his holy prophets snce the world
began” (Acts 3:18-21).

We are now in those “times.” This was what Jesus had reveded to them on the way to
Emmeud

The Viewpoint of God

How can we possibly know something of God' s viewpoint of these events? How can we
know the mind of God? Perhaps through reasoning we can have some ingght. We
humans are created in the image and likeness of God. This means that we have the same
basic senshilities that he has, that we are capable of being moved by the same emotions,
except that God's senshilities are on avastly higher scade and more refined than ours.
This includes his compassion and mercy. He feds things more keenly than we do. He
says. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts’ (Isaiah 55:9).

Consdering these facts, we begin to gppreciate how God viewed these events. If any of
you had a beloved son who was treated as Jesus was treated by his enemies, could you be
complacent about it? Could you remain unmoved? So how do you suppose God felt when
his beloved and only begotten son was spit upon, beaten with fists, dapped, cursed,
bound, stripped, scourged, crowned with thorns, mocked, hit on the head with a stick, and
then nailed through his hands and feet, dive, to a cross? Then after al this, the necessity

of turning his face from his son, for amoment seeming to forsake him, and hearing his
tragic cry, “My God, my God, why has thou forsaken me?’ Do you think God was
unmoved by these things? | don't think so! | think God was deegply moved. | think it



HURT God! Perhaps for the three days that Jesus was dead God even felt acertain
londiness. Wouldn't you?

On that Sunday morning when his son rose triumphantly from the grave, | am sure God
fdt the same joy asthe angels fet, as we fed, only more intensaly. L et us not forget that
God created angel's and the human race for his own pleasure. He did not need them. Heiis
dl-sufficent and sdf-sufficient. He created them because of the JoY he had in them, in
seaing them happy! We know this because it is written of the Logos that he was God's
ddlight.

Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Chrig, it is God's joy and ddlight to have
144,000 joint-heirswith Christ and arace of perfect human cregturesto love him
throughout eternity.



Christ In the Gospel Age

Our Advocate

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.—1 John 2:1

Timothy Alexander

In Matthew 26:31, Jesus recalled the words of the prophet Zechariah when he said that
when the shepherd is amitten, the sheep will be scattered. Even as our Lord's grestest
hour of trid was quickly gpproaching, he was carefully warning his disciples of the great
test of faith that would soon come upon them, and reassured them that, even though they
were to ssumble, they would still be his sheep. After Jesus had died and was resurrected,
his primary goals during the forty days before his ascenson were to re-establish their
faith in histeachings, to solidify them as abody of brethren, and to give them the courage
to live their consecrated lives strong in the confidence that he was il their shepherd. It
isthisrole of comforter, sustainer, and advocate that Jesus promised would characterize
his relationship with the New Creation throughout the Gospel age when he uttered some
of hisfind words “And surdy | will bewith you dways, to the very end of the age”’
(Matthew 28:20, NIV).

The Advocate

One of the grestest blessings each member of the New Creation enjoys s that we have
Jesus as our Advocate with the Father. In the first chapter of 1 John, the apostle exhorts
usto “wak in thelight,” avoiding the uncongtrained indinations of our snful human

nature. John saysthat God islight and, if we are to have fdlowship with him, we must

not walk in darkness. John goes on, however, to honestly admit that as sons of Adam, we
al have inadequate control over Snin our lives, that if we deny this weakness, we are
deceiving ourselves.

Inthefirst verse of 1 John chepter 2, we are told that when we do sumble into sSn we
have Jesus as our advocate. The word advocate signifies one who pleads another’s cause,
one who stands dongside. It isabeautiful description of the provison that we havein
Jesus. We who have accepted Christ as our redeemer are described by the apostle Paul in
Romans 5:1,2 as sanding in grace and having peace with God. Isaiah 61:10 describes this
same condition as being covered with arobe of righteousness. In this condition of
judtification, we need no mediator between ourselves and God but, because of our sinful
human condition, we do ill need an advocate. We ill need one to plead our cause when
unintentiond dn enters our lives, when inherited human tendencies begin to soil our

robe. And thisistherole of advocate that Jesus playsin our lives.

In 1 John 2:1, the word advocate is trandated from the Greek word parakletos, which
means an intercessor or consoler. As our intercessor, we see Jesusin arole smilar to that



of an attorney, stlanding adongsde his dlient before the bar of jugtice. In thisrole, the
accused benefits greatly from the good relationship that the attorney has developed with
the judge. And so it iswith our Advocate. Our Lord’ swork as Advocate for the church
began when he made gpplication of his precious blood on behdf of dl those who come to
the Father by him throughout the Gospd age. The gpostle Paul describesthisin Hebrews
9:24 where he says, “For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands
[referring to the Tabernacle in the wilderness| which are the figures of the true; but into
heaven itsdlf, now to appear in the presence of God for us.”

Jesus' advocacy for us continues as he proceeds to gpply on our behdf the sufficiency of
his own merit to cover the unintentiona blemishes and fleshly wesknesses that we dll

have as aresult of our inheritance from Father Adam. Paul says that Jesusis now at the
right hand of God and “indeed intercedes for us’ [Romans 8:34, RSV]. In Hebrews 7:25, a
text speaking about Jesus, we read, “He is able also to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” Thusthe
work of Jesus as our Advocate continues throughout the Gospel age.

Unintentional Sin

When John says, “If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,” it is evident that
he is gpeaking about unintentiond ain, sinsthat we fdl into because of the weakness of
our flesh, the inherited imperfection we have as humans. In 1 John 3:8,9, John makes this
clear: “Hewho practices sin is of the enemy; for the enemy has been sinning from the
beginning. . . . No one who has been begotten by God practices sin; because his seed
abidesin him and he cannot sin because he has been begotten by God” (Diaglott). The
thought of practicing Snisthat of making it an intentiond part of our lives. From John's
words we can see that those who have been begotten of the holy spirit, those who have
the seed of the new nature within their hearts, cannot practice sin without damaging thet
Seed.

John reinforces this thought when he says, “We know that everyone who has been
begotten by God does not sin; but the one begotten by God guards himself, and the Evil
One does not lay hold of him” (1 John 5:18, Diaglott). Thusal of us must guard
ourselves to make sure our intentions are fully in harmony with the will of our heavenly
Father and we are following his will to the best of our ability, knowing thet for our
unintentiona sins we have the advocacy of Jesus Chrigt, the righteous.

When aman is accused of acrime and is caled to gppear to answer for hisactionsin
court, one of the mogt foolish things he can do is attempt to hide information from his
own atorney. Similarly, we must maintain an open and honest relationship with our
advocate and not try to hide or ignore any of our sns and shortcomings. The apostle
encourages this heartfelt openness when he says, “If we confess our sins, heisfaithful
and judt to forgive us our sSins, and to cleanse us from al unrighteousness’ (1 John 1:9).
A full and honest confession in prayer of our weaknesses and sinsisvita to a continued
strong and growing relationship with God. These assurances of divine favor and
willingness to forgive are designed to have upon our hearts a mellowing influence which



will make usdl the more careful to avoid sin and to maintain fellowship with the Lord.
What a beautiful provison we have in Jesus as the one who intercedes on our behalf.

A Consoler

In addition to an intercessor, the word parakletos also contains the thought of aconsoler,
and Jesusisindeed our consoler. One of the ways Jesusis our consoler isthrough his
words as recorded in the scriptures. While on this earth, Jesus spoke in away no other
man ever had. His words were full of admonition, ingtruction, and comfort. We can look
to those words for comfort and consolation just as if our Master were speaking directly to
us. The gpostle Paul cdls our attention to this when he says that, while facing trids and
severe experiencesin our lives, “we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might
have hope’ (Romans 15:4).

Another way in which Jesusis our consoler is by his own example. In Hebrews 12:1,2,
the apogile Paul tdlls us that, when we become encumbered by the weighty issues of life
and are congtantly being beset by failures and sins, we can find comfort by looking to our
example Jesus who, for the blessed opportunity that was set before him, endured the
sacrifice of hisown life. This blessed opportunity isalso set before us. In 1 Peter 2:19-25,
the apostle Peter tells us that, when Jesus was reviled, when he was evil spoken of, when
he suffered a the hands of evildoers, he did not retaiate, but “committed himself to him
that judgeth righteoudy.” What sublime comfort isfound in Jesus example when we
redlize that we too need not respond to unjust persecution but can rest confidently in the
understanding that God himsdlf is our great shepherd and the bishop of our souls.

Another way in which Jesusis our consoler is by his own experience. In Hebrews
4:14,15, the gpostle Paul tells us that when we cometo a point in our lives when we are
in danger of losing our grip on the profession of our faith, we should look to Jesus, our
great high priest, and redize that he is touched with the feding of our weakness, having
been tested, having become familiar with, and having endured the trids and testings
which accompany the sacrifice of ahuman life. Thereisagreat comfort in knowing that
he has gone before, has arrived safely, and is extending his helping hand to us

Jesus a so consoles us through our brethren. “ A beloved brother” named Tychicus was
sent by Paul to the brethren in Colossae (Colossans 4:7,8). Paul saysthat he sent
Tychicus S0 that he might become intimately familiar with the struggles the brethren in
Colossae were enduring and so that he might comfort their hearts. Thisis a beautiful
example of how brethren are sent or used by our Lord to be a part of our lives, to be
partners with us, to become familiar with our struggles, and to encourage our hearts aswe
struggle together to follow the leading of our Lord.

In addition to the Lord Jesus as our advocate, there is another source of comfort promised
to usin the Scriptures. That other comfort isthe holy spirit. Eachtimeit isreferred to as
the “comforter,” it is trandated from the same word parakletos. Wefirg find thisword in
John 14:16 where Jesus says, “And | will pray the Father, and he shall give you another
comforter, that he may abide with you forever.” Here we find the holy spirit coming to us



from the Father as aresult of Jesus request on our behaf. In John 14:26 the Father sends
the comforter in Jesus name. These are beautiful promises that, during the Gospd age,
the Lord God and his son Jesus are strengthening, guiding, and comforting the Chridtian
church through the power of the holy spirit. In thisway, Jesusis definitely with each of

us even unto the end of the age.

The Example of Peter

Peter’ s experience with Jesus beautifully foreshadows the role that Jesus would play
during the rest of the Gospel age as the advocate for his church. In the upper room during
Jesus' last supper with his gpostles, Jesus tenderly warns Peter that his faith would soon
be tested by the adversary. “ Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that
he may Sft you aswheat” (Luke 22:31-34). After warning Peter with these words, Jesus
immediately offers the reassurance that he would intercede with the Father on Peter's
behdf. Jesus said, “But | have prayed for thee, thet thy faith fal not.” What a beautiful
foretelling of Jesus role as our advocate, the one who is called alongside, our intercessor
and consoler.

Jesus next words informed Peter that his faith would indeed fail, but that it would also
return to him and that, after his faith had returned, he would then be in a position, because
of hisown experience with weakness, to srengthen his brethren. Thisis a beautiful

lesson. The experiences that the Lord seesfit to alow in our lives do not belong entirdy
to us. They redlly belong to the entire body of Chrigt. After we come through them,
however scarred we may fed, our responsibility and indeed our privilege is to use those
lessons we have learned to “ strengthen” the brethren around us.

Peter’ slegendary boldnessis displayed by hisresponsein verse 33: “Lord, | am ready to
go with thee, both into prison and to death.” Aswe know, what followed for Peter was
indeed a very trying experience, one where Peter would not only fail to go into prison
with Jesus, but would end up actudly denying him three separate times. That greet torrent
of courage in the garden that had driven him to ingtantly defend Jesus with only one
sword againg severd well-armed soldiers had dissolved to amere trickle at the fire
where he was too fearful to admit even knowing Jesus when chalenged by a defensdess

young girl.

Peter had failed, and his bold heart was crushed. Verse 62 tells us that Peter “wept
bitterly.” The entire weight of Peter’ s failure was bearing down on a heart that had
previoudy been accustomed to bold displays of strength. “If only | had been stronger,
maybe the events of that night would have been different.” If Peter ever needed a

consoler, it was now. But Jesus was dead. Lost without his Master, Peter retreated back to
the comfort of what he knew: fishing.+

When it was time for Peter to be consoled, Jesus found him in aboat on the Sea of
Gadlilee. Peter was not the first one to recognize Jesus but he was the first oneto do
something Sgnificant about it. He jumped into the sea and swam to Jesus. Peter’s
srength was returning, but imagine the guilt and shame Peter carried in his heart ashe



walked dripping wet up the shore toward Jesus. But in Jesus response, there was no
reprimand, there was no reproof, only comforting words and the reassurance that Peter
could till be of service, areassurance that was repeated three times. That would have
given his heart the confidence that each denid was indeed forgiven.

Jesus words in this account provided not only the tenderest consolation for Peter, but
aso an eernd lesson for dl those who, down through the Gospel age, would likewise
become fishers of men, those who would learn to cast their nets on the opposite Side of
the boat, and those who would demongtrate their own love for their Master by feeding his

sheep.



Christ in His Kingdom

Preparations for Eternity

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.—John 3:16

Carl Hagensick

Many and varied have been the roles of Jesus Christ in past ages—as the master
workman in the creetion of the universe; as the promise-giver to Abraham and his seed;
as guardian angd over the affairs of Isradl; as Redeemer at hisfirst advent; and asan
advocate for his bride, his church, throughout the Gospd age. Many and varied are the
roles heis yet to play in the establishment and operation of his kingdom. Let uslook into
afew of them.

Bridegroom

“In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you. | go
to prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and
receive you unto mysdlf; that where | am, there ye may be dso.”—John 14:2,3.

During the intervening time between the first and second advents of Jesus, his primary
work has been the development of his church. During this time he has not only been

preparing a place for them, but also preparing them for that place.

Now, at his second advent, with both place and recipient prepared, he comesto take his
bride to her promised heavenly abode. This action is picturesquely described in 1
Thessdonians 4:16,17: “For the Lord himsalf shal descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archange, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Chrigt shall
rise firgt: then we which are dive and remain shdl be caught up together with themin the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”

In thistext the church is divided into two groups. “the dead in Chrigt” and “we which are
diveand remain.” It isapopularly-held belief among many sincere Chrigtians thet this
verse supportsthe idea of a“rapture,” the sudden ingantaneous trandation of remaining
Chrigtians by their bodily ascension into heaven. This thought is largely based on giving
the <%4>word “together” the meaning of “smultaneous.” <%0> The Greek word may
well have the thought of “together in the same place’ as seems indicated in the next
chapter, 1 Thessalonians 5:10. Even when used as a designation of time, it is better
trandated “meanwhile,” indicating atime period, ingead of “sSmultaneous,” sgnifying

“a the same ingant.” One example of this prolonged time usage is in Philemon 22 where
the New King James version correctly trandaesit “ meanwhile”



Using adifferent metgphor, this activity is described as the work of a harvest, separating
whest from tares with a gathering of the wheet into his barn (Matthew 13:24-30,36-43).
The barn in this parable refers to the heavenly home of the “wheet” class, the church. Just
asthe work of anaturd harvest is a process requiring consderable time, so is the harvest
of the church. Thisisdirectly implied in the explanation of the parable given by Jesusin
Matthew 13:39, “the harvest isthe end of the world.” The Greek word here trandated
“end” issuntelia. Professor W. E. Vine says that the word “does not denote atermination,
but the heading up of eventsto the gppointed climax.”

The fact that this picture of the “harvest” is one that refers to the second advent of Christ
and isunder hisimmediate direction is strongly implied when the same metgphor is used
by the apostle John: “And | looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat
like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp
sckleg’ (Revelation 14:14). Thus we see the same activity ascribed to the returned Lord
under the symbols of bridegroom and regper.

The General of Jehovah

In Revelation 19:13-16, Jesus as “the Word of God” is shown as a conquering generd,
“and the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine
linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should
gmite the nations: and he shdl rule them with arod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on histhigh
aname written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.

One of the first works of Christ in setting up his kingdom is the subduing of those nations
which dominate the present socid order. The transfer of this kingdom authority to himis
described in Revelation 11:15, “ And the seventh angel sounded; and there were greet
voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of thisworld are become the kingdoms of our
Lord, and of his Chrigt; and he shdl reign for ever and ever.” Buit thistransfer is not
willing, nor isit immediate. Pastor Charles Russdll has captured this point wdl inthe
book The Divine Plan of the Ages: “Though Chrigt, with royd title and power, will be
present as Jehovah' s representetive, taking charge of al the affairs during this day of
trouble, it is more as the Generd of Jehovah, subduing al things, than as the Prince of
Peace, blessng dl.”

Stll another text thet deals with this military role of Chrigt isfound in Isaiah: “Who is

this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this thet isgloriousin his
appard, travelling in the greainess of his strength? | that speek in righteousness, mighty

to save. Wherefore art thou red in thine gppardl, and thy garments like him that treadeth
inthewinefat? | have trodden the winepress done; and of the people there was none with
me: for | will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood

shdl be sprinkled upon my garments, and | will sain dl my rament. For the day of
vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. And | looked, and
there was none to help; and | wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine
own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me. And | will tread down the



people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury, and | will bring down their
srength to the earth.”—Isaiah 63:1-6.

In this passage, the enemy of Chrigt is represented by Edom, a picture of Christendom—
that church-state system which has made atravesty of their claim to rulein Christ’s stead
by a mandate which they have termed “the divine right of kings.” The mysterious words
by which ancient Babylon was judged—"Mene, mene, tekel upharsin” (thou art judged in
the balances and found wanting—Danid 5:25-28)—wiill be used to judge them.

Michael—the Protector of Israel

This battle is described as a“time of trouble’ in Danid: “And at that time shal Michad
stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shal be
atime of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and
a that time thy people shdl be ddivered, every one that shdl be found written in the
book” (Danid 12:1).

Here the leader of this battle is named Michael, meaning “onewho islike God.” The
commentator Matthew Henry (Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible: New
Modern Edition, Electronic Database.) rightly identifies this Michad as Chrigt himsdf:
“Chrig isthat gresat prince, for he isthe prince of the kings of the earth (Reveation 1.5).”
The “children” of Danid’s people are none other than the nation of Isradl of alater
generation.

Numerous prophecies depict the ending of the last pre-kingdom age as involving a great
battle of the combined forces of the Gentiles againg Isragl which, for atime, resultsin a
great defeat of that nation (Ezekid 38, 39; Jod 3; Zechariah 14). It isin the midgt of this
confrontation, after Isragl has been seemingly crushed, that the Bible predicts, “Then
shdl the LORD go forth, and fight againg those nations, as when he fought in the day of
battle’ (Zechariah 14:3).

The purpose of thisfind warfare, asfar as Isradl is concerned, isto divide them into two
camps—a proud and haughty people who fail to rely on God because of their self-
confidence, and aremnant who are afflicted and poor and trust in the name of the Lord. It
isof thisremnant that we read, “The remnant of Isragl shdl not do iniquity, nor spesk
lies, neither shal a decaitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shdl feed and lie
down, and none shall make them afraid” (Zephaniah 3:13). Notice dso Micah 5.7, “The
people of Israel who survive will be like refreshing dew sent by the LORD for many
nations, like showers on growing plants. They will depend on God, not man. Those who
are left among the nations will be like alion hunting for food in aforest or a pasture: he
getsin among the sheep, pounces on them, and tears them to pieces—and thereisno
hope of rescue’ (TEV).

Thisfind battle, dso cdled the “battle of that great day of God Almighty” in Revelaion
16:16, accomplishes two effects: 1) it removes present earthly society in much the same
waly as contractors for anew building must first level the old before erecting the new; and



2) it produces a chastened and purified nation of |sradl to act, with their resurrected
prophets of old, as the center of Christ’s earthly kingdom (Isaiah 1:25,26).

The Everlasting Father

One of four titles propheticaly ascribed to the Messiah in Isaiah 9:6 is“the everlasting
father.” Asa“father,” heisalife-giver; as an “everlaging father,” heisthe giver of
everlaging or eternd life. Itisin thisrole that we see a primary object of Christ’s
kingdom role—the resurrection of the dead.

Thiswork is described in John 5:28,29, “Marved not at this: for the hour cometh, in which
al that are in the tombs shdl hear his voice, and shdl come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of
judgment” (AsV).

Smilarly, after describing the battle which Michad fights on Israd’ s behdf, we read:
“And many of them that deep in the dugt of the earth shall awake, some to everlagting
life, and some to shame and everlagting contempt” (Danid 12:2).

In these two texts, the resurrected peoples are separated into two classes—"those who
have done good” unto everlagting life and “those who have done evil” unto “judgment”
or “everlasting contempt.”

The Hebrew word here rendered “everlasting” is olam. Olam is open to awide variety of
trandations. Though it can mean everlagting in the sense of a period of time without an

end, it can dso mean an indefinite time period, aduration. Prof. W. E. Vine (see Vine'’s
Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, article on “God”) saysit expresses “a period of
time that could not be measured other than of lengthy duration.” A footnote in

Rotherham’ s Emphasized Bible defends its use as meaning “age lasting,” which we

suggest is an appropriate trandation in the Danidl passage under consideration.

In the John passage the word for “judgment” (incorrectly rendered “damnation” in the
King James Verson) isthe Greek krisis, meaning exactly the same as our English word
criss, namdy, the point a which a matter can turn for either better or worse.

The thought of these two combined Scripturesis that some of the dead, such asthe
faithful prophets of old who obeyed God in Old Testament times and the New Testament
followers of Jesus, will be raised to perfect life; the rest of men will undergo acriss of
judgment through which they will either be deemed worthy of everlagting life or worthy

of everlasting destruction.



Prophet

“For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto
you of your brethren, like unto me; him shal ye hear in dl things whatsoever he shdl say
unto you. And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet,
shdl be destroyed from among the people.” —Acts 3:22,23

Moses played many rolesin the exodus of Isradl from Egyptian bondage. In each of these
he prefigured Jesus Chrigt.

1. Asa deliverer, each led a captive people free—the Isradlites under
Moses from the land of Egypt, and the entire human race, under Jesus,
from the captivity of sin and death.

2. As aprophet and lawgiver, Moses passed on the unaterable edicts of
Jehovah to his people; so dso Chrigt will dictate the laws for mankind in

his kingdom.

3. As amediator, Moses established a covenant relationship between
Isradl and God; so Chrigt will mediate a“new covenant” through Isradl
with al who will receive everlading life.

Melchizedec: Priest and King

In the seventh chapter of Hebrews the apostle Paul establishes a comparison between
Meélchizedec, the priest and king of Salem who blessed Abraham (Genesis 14), and Jesus.
Under Moses these two offices were separated with the priests being drawn from the tribe
of Levi and the kings from the tribe of Judah. Now, Paul says, under Christ they are to be
combined and transferred from the figure of that law to a new arrangement typified by
Mélchizedec.

This combined office is not to be confined to Jesus aone; heisto be the heed of the
order of Mechizedec. This order isto include the faithful followers of Jesus aswell:
“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second degth
hath no power, but they shdl be priests of God and of Chrigt, and shdl reign with him a
thousand years’ (Revdation 20:6). Thus, with these two offices united, the new dominion
of earth will be atrue theocracy—an earthly government ruled by heavenly powers.

Though the two offices are combined, their functions remain distinct:
1. AsKkings, they will adminigter the tempora order of the “new earth.”
2. Aspriests, they will adminigter the spiritud functions, asthe“new

heavens,” introducing resurrected man to his Crestor and teaching him
God' sways. The priestly work aso implies a sympathetic understanding



of the needs of humans who will dill have many of their former fadlen
tendencies to overcome. (Note Hebrews 2:17,18; 4.15,16.)

A Righteous Judge

“Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness
by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto al men, in
that he hath raised him from the dead.”—Acts 17:31.

Since many are said to be raised to a“resurrection of judgment” (John 5:29, Asv), there
must be, of necessity, ajudge to execute thisjudgment. But rather than the stern
unforgiving jurist which many imagine, thisjudge will befirgt an indructor in

righteousness, making his judgment to correct and not to pendize the transgressor. Well
has the prophet 1saiah sated, “When thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the
world will learn righteousness’ (Isaiah 26:9).

Thisjudgment work will consst of two parts. athorough ingruction in the eternd laws of
Jehovah and then a decison made for each individual as to whether he has obeyed all of
these commandments.

The resultant determination for the two classesis given in the parable of the sheep and
the goats in Matthew 25:46 where it says of those who do evil: “These shal go away into
everlaging punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”

Thus the kingdom works of the Messiah will be complete, as Paul phrasesit: “Then
cometh the end, when he shal have ddlivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father;
when he shdl have put down al rule and al authority and power. For he must reign, till

he hath put dl enemies under hisfeet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. For
he hath put al things under his feet. But when he saith, dl things are put under him, it is
manifest that he is excepted, which did put al things under him. And when dl things

shdl be subdued unto him, then shall the Son dso himsdlf be subject unto him that put all
things under him, that God may be dl in dl.”—1 Corinthians 15:24-28.



The Pre-Eminence of Christ

Far Above All Principality

Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own
right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is
to come.—Ephesians 1:20,21

A verse by verse study in Hebrews 1
Pre-eminenceis the theme of the book of Hebrews. Nelson's Bible Dictionary

emphasizesthisthemein its outline of the book, an abbreviated portion of which is
reproduced here:

Superiority of Christ over the Prophets 1:1-1:3
Superiority of Christ over the Angels 1:4-2:18
Superiority of Christ over Moses 3:1-4:13
Superiority of Christ’s Priesthood over Aaron’s 4:14-7:28

Superiority of Christ’s Covenant over Law Covenant 8:1-8:13
Superiority of Christ’s Sacrifice over Law Sacrifices  9:1-10:18
Superiority of Christian’s Walk of Faith 10:19-13:25

The contrast between Jesus life on earth and his station in heaven after his ascension
could not be more complete. Paul describesit in nearly poetic language:

“Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equdity with God something to be
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being madein
human likeness. And being found in gppearance as aman, he humbled himself and
became obedient to death, even death on a cross! Therefore God exated him to the
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that a the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confessthat Jesus Chrigt is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”—Philippians 2:6- 11,
NIV.

It isjust aportion of this superlative position, then, that we see the apostle contemplating
in the first chapter of Hebrews.



Superiority Over the Prophets
—-Verses 1-3

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers
by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things
by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high.”

All of the epidtles of the New Testament, with the exception of the three by John and this
epidtie to the Hebrews, begin with the author’ s name. Here the writer seesfit to attribute
the authorship to God. If the writer, as we bdlieve, was the apostle Paul, the reason seems
evident. Asa“minigter to the Gentiles’ (Romans 15:16), and the outspoken opponent of
the Judaizing dementsin the early church, his words might be suspected of bias by some
of his reeders. The atribution of the epistle to God invokes a higher authority. Heis
saying, in effect, the doctrine that | am about to inscribeis not mine but that of God
himsdlf. Jesus uses a amilar atribution in John 14:10.

Periodicdly, God raised up prophets to correct his wayward people of Isradl in “divers
manners'—sometimes in direct words, sometimes through dreams and visons,
sometimes through enacted dramas. Whatever the manner, they aways spoke as they
were “moved by the holy spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). Frequently the prophetic writers did not
themselves comprehend the import of their message (1 Peter 1:10-12).

But now, Paul asserts, there was a new spokesmarn—one who did not merely narrate what
he saw or what he was told, but one who had first-hand knowledge of dl things. This
spokesman, the son of God, possessed seven pre-eminent characteristics which Paul
enumerates.

1. Hewas God's gppointed “heir of al things.”

2. Hewas Jehovah's agency in the creation of the worlds.

3. Heisthereflected brightness of the character attributes of God.

4. Raised to the divine nature, he is composed of the same “substance” as
his Fether, namdly, divinity.

5. Heisgiven direction over dl things and charged with their “ upholding.”

6. He possessed the qudifications for this by purging sin from the human
race through the sacrifice of hislife, culminating at Cdvary.



7. Hewas now seated on the second highest seet of the universe, “at the
right hand of the Mgesty,” “waiting for his enemies to be made his
footstool” (Hebrews 10:13, NIV).

First Contrast with the Angels
—Verses 4 and 5

“Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a
more excellent name than they. For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou
art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he
shall be to me a Son?”

The first demorstration of the superiority of Chrigt isin the unique glory of his name.
Two Old Testament quotations are adduced in support of this argument. Thefirg isfrom
Psam 2:7.

Whileit is true that Jesus, as the Logos, was created higher than dl other angelic beings,
it isnot to thisthat our text refers. Rather, it isto hisresurrection. Paul, speaking in the
synagogue in Antioch of Piddia, makes this plain: “God hath fulfilled the same unto us
their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; asit is aso written in the second
psalm, Thou art my Son, thisday have | begotten thee” (Acts 13:33). It was through the
faithfulness of hislife and his obedience to God even unto desth that he obtained his
highly exdted pogtion (Philippians 2:6-11).

The second supporting Scriptureis cited from 2 Samud 7:14 and is a promise given to
David concerning his son Solomon. David had desred to build atemple for God, and in
this passage the prophet Nathan informs him that this desire will not be granted but that
the temple would be built by his son. He promised to be awise father to Solomon, one
who would chasten and correct him for any iniquities he would commit. Despite the
chagtenings, however, he pledged, “But my mercy shdl not depart awvay from him, as|
took it from Saul, whom | put away before thee. And thine house and thy kingdom shdll
be established for ever before thee: thy throne shal be established for ever” (2 Samud
7:15,16).

Paul’ s use of this quotation is an obvious reference to the “greeter than Solomon”
(Matthew 12:42). The text however refers to more than the glory of Solomon. His honor
comes as aresult of hisfather David. A verse with similar import, gpplicable to David, is
found in Psalm 89:26-28, “He shdl cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and the
rock of my sdvetion. Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the
earth. My mercy will | keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shal stand fast with
him.” It is such passages as these that made the Jews of the first advent look for their
Messah as “the son of David.”



Second Contrast with the Angels
—Verses 6-9

“And again, when he bringeth in the first-begotten into the world, he saith, And let all
the angels of God worship him. And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels
spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God,
is for ever and ever: a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of thy kingdom. Thou hast
loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed
thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”

Paul’ s second contrast is to demondtrate the inherent subservience of the angelsto Chrigt.
Three references are cited by Paul to support this relationship.

Verse 6 supplies many problemsin trandation. Authorities disagree whether the phrase
“and again” means merdly the introduction of another citation or whether it properly
belongs later in the sentence, making it read “When he again bringeth [or introduces] his
firg-begotten [first-born] into the world.” The latter may well indicate his second advent,
which fits well with the citation being used. The referenceis probably to Psalm 97:7.The
atribution of this quote to the Septuagint of Deuteronomy 32:43 is unlikely for the
falowing reasons: 1) the words there—"let dl the angds of God worship him” —are not
in the Hebrew and it is questionable whether Paul would have used a nor Hebrew text in
an epistle specificaly to the “Hebrews’; and 2) it seems stretched to apply the context in
Deuteronomy to the Messiah. “ Confounded be dl they that serve graven images, that
boagt themsdves of idols: worship him, al ye gods.” The context of this psdm, which
even two noted Jewish rabbis—Rashi and Kimchi—acknowledge to be aMessanic
psam, is gpparently to the second advent and not to the firg.

However, we suggest the passage probably refersto the time of his resurrection. In the
epistle to the Colossans the same apostle notes that the term “firstborn” refersin two
separate ways to Christ, both asthe “firstborn of every creature’” and adso asthe “firstborn
from the dead” (Colossians 1:15,18).

The last two citations are set in contrast. <%-1>Psdm 104:4 placesthe angdlic host in a
ministeria or servant possession, while Psdm 45:6, 7 picturesthe Messiah asareigning
king, ascribing this rega position to his proven love of righteousness and abhorrence of
wickedness. These are the two qudlifications to make him digible for his anointing as
king with the “ail of gladness, above hisfelows.”



Third Contrast with the Angels
—Verses 10-12

“And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the
heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they
all shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they
shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.”

Here the apostle quotes Psalm 102:25-27. Thisis an acknowledged Messianic psalm
which many attribute to forming the prophetic words of Jesus' prayer in Gethsemane.

While not adirect contrast with the angelic hogt, the argument for the pre-eminence of
Jesusis not only that he wasin existence before al things, but he established the very
foundation<%2> of the earth and the heavens. By “foundation<%0>“ we are not to
understand the literd sub-drata of the earth and heaven, but of the order of thingswhich
are st in contrast to “the new heavens and new earth.” We suggest that the reference isto
the foundation principles by which sodety is founded—the earth being those which
establish man' s reationship with his felow, and the heaven being those which establish

his rdaionship with God.

When Adam and Eve sinned and were driven from the garden of Eden, they perished.
Perishing does not mean annihilation just asit did not so mean in the case of Noah when
“the world, being overflowed with water, perished” (2 Peter 3:6). Just asagarment is
folded for later use, they remain set aside for future use. So, that same perfect society
which could have been in Eden, will be restored in Chrigt’s kingdom.

But even as the patterns of this world change from age to age and from dispensation to -
dispensation, so Christ remains unchangesble: * Jesus Chrigt the same yesterday, and to
day, and for ever” (Hebrews 13:8).

Fourth Contrast with the Angels
—Verses 13 and 14

“But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make
thine enemies thy footstool? Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister
for them who shall be heirs of salvation?”

Inthisfina passage of Hebrews chapter 1 the writer asserts that God' s promise of
rulership over earth was uniquely given to Jesus. Never, he argues, was such a promise
made to angels. The citation isfrom Psaim 110:1 and is gpplied by Paul to Chrigt in
describing the kingdom: “For he hath put al things under his feet. But when he saith, dl
things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put dl things under
him. And when dl things shdl be subdued unto him, then shdl the Son aso himsdlf be
subject unto him that put al things under him, that God may be dl indl” (1 Corinthians
15:27,28).



In contragt to this role of roya conqueror, he again refersto Psalm 104:4, atext he had
referenced earlier in verse 7. Not only are the angels to be subject to Jesus, but they areto
be subject to hisfathful followers as well, to “them who shdl be heirs of sdvation.” This
promise is explicitly stated in Psdlm 34.7, “The angel of the LORD encampeth round

about them that fear him, and ddlivereth them.”

The discusson concerning the relaive roles of Jesus and the angelsis continued in the
second chapter of Hebrews, where Paul focuses on the role the angels played in the
ministering of the law a Sinal, contragting it with that of Jesusin hisrole over the entire
subject race of mankind.

Thus, step by step we see the writer of this epistle to his natural kin of the Hebrew nation
edablishing afirm foundation for the supremacy of Chrigt in dl things. Wel can we join
with the angdlic hogt in singing the rhapsody of praise recorded in Revelation 5:11,12,
“And | beheld, and | heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and

the beasts and the eders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand,
and thousands of thousands, Saying with aloud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was
danto receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and
blessng.”



NEWS AND VIEWS

Pastoral Bible Institute News

The PBI is pleased to announce the reprinting of two of our booklets. “What Say the
Scriptures About Hell?” and “Why Does God Permit Evil?” The new booklets have four-
color covers containing a convenient, tear-off request card for a booklet on another
subject. One new booklet has been placed in most copies of thisissue of The Herdd. The
other will be inserted in the November-December issue. Please contact usif you would
like to use these or our other publications to hold forth the word of truth.

World News
Religious

A leading cardind hurled a gtinging criticism a the Roman Cathalic hierarchy

Wednesday, saying that the Vatican “does not allow ared culture of debate’ among
bishops and that many are “scared” to chalenge officid policies because of careerism or
pressure from above. The protest by Cardinal Godfried Dannedls, archbishop of Brussdls,
is believed to be one of the strongest Pope John Paul 11 has ever heard directly from a
member of hisclergy. Such apublic airing of criticiam within Catholicism's senior ranks
isunusud. The emergence of areform agenda [a this four-day consstory] was
remarkable, if only because the Vatican press office tried to conced it.

—Los Angeles Times, 5/24/2001

David BenGurion, Albert Eingtein, Menachem Begin and Sigmund Freud have severd
thingsin common—they were dl Jewish and they have been posthumoudy baptized by
the Church of Jesus Chrigt of Latter-day Saints. The Mormon Church agreed to remove
hundreds of names of Jewish luminaries from its genedlogica records after aresearcher
gpotted them. The LDs Church believes the dead who did not have a chance to convert
while dive can and should be baptized. According to Mormon theology, they retain the
ability to choose or rgect the baptism in the next life. The quest for forebears to baptize
has led the LDs Church to creste the largest genealogica database in the world, the
Family History Library, housed across the dtreet from the faith's main temple in Sdt Lake
City. Although Church rules only cal for direct ancestors to be baptized, enthusiastic
proselytizers have scoured records of names from around the world.

— Nationd Post (Salt Lake City), 6/6/2001

The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom 1ssued its second annua report
on rdigious persecution worldwide (with the exception of the United States). It featured
China, whose situation it described as growing worse. China has cracked down on
unregistered religious groups and has severely persecuted followers of the Falun Dafa



spiritud movement. The commission aso accused India, Indonesia, Russig, Pakistan,
Nigeria, Iran, Sudan, Vietnam and North Korea of directly violating the reigious
freedom of ther citizens, or alowing regiona or loca governments to restrict religious
freedom, or ignoring inter-reigious violence in their country.

—ReéligiousTolerance.org website, 5/1/2001
Socid

The scourge of AIDS islaying waste smdl pockets of China's most popul ous province,
Henan, among poor farmers who were first infected through tainted blood. Even as some
locd authorities in Henan try to prevent word from spreading, information about the
province's growing AIDS crisgisis lesking out to the domegtic and international media. The
attention has turned a spotlight on how a disease that has devastated large swaths of
Africaand the West is now coursing through the world's most populous netion. In the
AIDS-gricken villages of Henan, infection rates are reportedly as high as 65%. Rurd
victims contact the disease primarily through selling their blood. Unsafe blood
collection—especidly the practice of pumping pooled blood back into the villagers
bodies after the valuable plasma had been sphoned off—meant that the AIDS virus, once
introduced into the pool, dmost ingantly found its way into new victims. “They look like
famine vicimsin Africa—just bags of bones,” said Gao Y agjie [aretired 74-year-old
doctor in Henan's capital, Zhengzhoul]. “No one can imagine that people can look like
that unless you see them with your own eyes.” In the mid-'90s, the government in Henan
banned the blood [collection] stations as reports of AIDS began to emerge. But the
damage was aready done.

—Los Angdles Times, 5/31/2001

Once the norm, the traditiona family now approaches the fringe, according to recent
census data. One of every three births now occurs outside of marriage. In 1960, it was
onein 20. Socid upheava is not too strong aterm for this trend. Robert Rector, a
Heritage Foundation scholar who specidizesin the sociology of the family, saysthe
latest census numbers are a“recipe for socid collgpse” Outside the treditiona family,
says Rector, children are “ seven times more likely to live in poverty” and “three to four
times” more likdy to end upin crime.

—Investors Business Daily, 5/17/2001

Legidatorsin the Russan Duma gpproved laws that would dlow Russato import an
estimated 22,000 tons of spent nuclear fuel from nations eager to get rid of their toxic
wadte. Atomic Minigtry officids say their plan to store and one day reprocess the spent
fuel would bring Russia aout $20 billion in revenue. They promise to use some proceeds
to clean up exigting nuclear waste Stes. Environmentalists doubt that. They worry that
corrupt officias would sphon off the money. Mot troubling, they say Russaisill
equipped to take on more nuclear waste when it cannot dedl with what it dready has.
“The vote today can make higtory,” Grigory Y avlinsky of the liberd Y abloko faction said



during a 20-minute debate in the Lower House of Parliament. “One hundred million
Russan citizens are againgt it and only 500 people are for—300 members Sitting here and
200 bureaucrats who will be getting the money.”

—Chicago Tribune, 6/7/2001
Financial

The welfare modd of Europe is known to be unsustainable in at least one respect. Asthe
continent's population ages, the cost of providing generous sate pensions under the
current rules will prove insupportable: big increasesin tax rates will be needed to balance
the books, bigger than most politicians think voters will accept. And another
characterigticaly European problem is adso blamed on the welfare state: chronicdly high
unemployment. The persstence of Europe's defective welfare modd is not as surprising
as some economists think. The welfare sate is popular—not just with narrow sections of
the eectorate, able somehow to hold their countries to ransom, but with solid mgorities
of voters. Itis popular even though voters know, or say they know, that their penson
systems are heading for insolvency. These are among the findings of anew opinion
palling exercise carried out by Tito Boeri, Axel Borsch Supan and Guido Tabelini, and
reported in the latest issue of Economic Policy.

—The Economist, 5/31/2001

Russia has agreed to sell advanced ship-borne cruise missilesto the Iranian Navy, which
will Sgnificantly boost Iran's military capability in the Hormuz Strait, leading into the
shipping lanes of the Gulf. The sde of Russan Y akhont missiles was hinted a in March
when President Khatami of Iran visited Moscow and discussed a ded with President
Putin worth a predicted £5 billion. The decison was strongly criticized in Washington,
which signed an agreement with Moscow five years ago to ban ams sdesto Tehran.

—The Times (London), 5/12/2001

Enthusasm for alarger Europe is starting to wane. Workersin Eastern Europe are
concerned over plansto deny granting their workers the right to work in the rest of the
EU for up to seven years after enlargement. Spain is atempting to link enlargement
negotiations to a discusson with existing members of the EU on the future digtribution of
development funding. Public opinion pollsin both camps are showing less enthusiasm for
expanding the EU. In the candidate countries, less than 55 percent of Poles and 45
percent of Czechs would support membership in areferendum. Among member sates,
only 26 percent see enlargement as a priority while 35 percent oppose it. Fervent
defenders of enlargement fear that solidarity—extending the EU's prosperity to the east
as was done to Spain, Portuga and Greece in the mid 1980s—has become replaced by
nationd sdif interest, underpinned by arductance to share financid resources with the
poorer regions of an enlarged Europe. Some estimates show an enlargement would creste
300,000 new jobs and boost foreign direct investment in new member States.



—Financid Times, 6/6/2001

Deputy Prime Minigter lya Klebanov received the Syrian defense minister in Maoscow to
discuss arenewed interest in military-technica cooperation. The Syrian army is currently
90 percent equipped with Soviet hardware, of which amost 80 percent requires renewd.
Following the collgpse of the USSR, military-technica cooperation with Syria declined.
Marsha Susgtafa Taas brought two lists to Moscow. One of them records the Russian
military hardware in use by the Syrian army in need of upgrading. The second wasalist
of modern arms and military hardware that Syriawould like to acquire. Moreover, the
defense minister expressed adedireto train its military personnd at Russan military
academies and schools. Moscow is expected to earn more than 1 billion dollars as aresult
of the implementation of these plans for upgrades and deliveries of military hardware.
Russan President Putin has set atarget for worldwide arm sdes of 4 billion dollars.

—Kommersant (Maoscow), 5/25/2001
Civil

About 2.5 million people died in eastern Congo during the country's 2 1/2-year civil war,
an internationd humanitarian aid organization has reported. The overwhelming mgority
of deaths were related to disease and malnutrition—products of a conflict that has
ravaged the vast, minera-rich country's economy and hedth-care system—the New

Y ork-based International Rescue Committee said in areport published Tuesday. “ The
loss of lifeis perhaps the worst in Africaiin recent decades,” the group's president said in
agaement issued in New Y ork. “The magnitude of suffering is extraordinary. The
fighting has driven hundreds of thousands of people into the jungle, where they have had
no access to food, medicine or shelter. Aid groups have been unable to reach many war-
affected areas. The conflict's most dramatic affects have been on young children. ”In two
digricts, Moba and Kademie, an estimated 75% of children born during thiswar have
died or will die before their second birthday.”

—Los Angeles Times, 5/10/2001

The US government is concerned that Pakistan's nuclear wegpons program is not under
adequate control and fears it could be spreading nuclear capabilities to other States.
Richard Armitage, US deputy secretary of state, said the US had “ concerns of people who
were employed by the nuclear agency and have retired.” Officials said there have been
contacts between North Korean officids and senior figures in the Pakistani nuclear
edtablishment. US officids say that they continue to watch Pakistan's relationship with

the Tdiban regime in Afghanistan, which harbors Osama bin Laden, the man who the US
says masterminded the bombing of US embassiesin Africa three years ago.

—Financid Times, 6/1/2001

Nepa, Nigerids state-run eectricity company, said on Thursday athird of the country
would be without power for two weeks in the latest setback to faltering government



attempts at reviving dectricity supplies. Nepa officids said vandas had attacked a vitd
trangmission line last weekend, plunging 13 states in the east of Africa's most populous
nation into darkness and cutting power to severd main cities, including Port Harcourt
where the 2.2m barrelg/day oil industry is centered. The blackout comes amid growing
disllusonment with Presdent Olusegun Obasan]jo's government and doubts about its
ability to address the chronic infrastructure and inditutiond deficits he inherited when the
military handed power back to eected civilians two years ago. On agood day Nepa
produces scarcely more dectricity than nearby Ghana, which has a population seven
times smaller. The latest incident underlines the breadth of obstaclesto reform in Nigeria
It isnot only high leve politicians and retired generals who stand to lose control of state
patronage in amore functiond, liberd economic environment who are a source of
opposition. It isaso gangs of thieves working for scrap metd merchants feeding off the
aging carcasses of poorly protected Nepa ingtalations.

—Financid Times, 6/7/2001

|sragl

Most people assume that the name Pdestine derives from “Land of the Philigines’ via
the Greek Pdaistine and the Latin Pdaestina. But there is evidence, both philologica and
geographicd, that questions this traditiond attribution. The name Palestine may have
originated as a Greek pun on the trandations of “Israd” and the “Land of the Philistines”
The Greek and Latin words appear frequently in ancient literature, but for the most part,
they appear to refer not to the Land of the Philistines, but to the Land of Isral! The
Philistines arrived on the eastern coast of the Mediterranean from Greece or Cyprus by
way of Egypt at the end of the Late Bronze Age (about the 13th century BCE) . We know
this because Philistine materid culture has cose afinities with contemporaneous
Mycenean culture, especidly their pottery. The earliest references to the Philistinesin
Egyptian inscriptions mention them as one of several Sea peoples. As early asthe
Higtories of Herodotus, written in the second haf of the fifth century BCE, the term
Pdagtine is used to describe not just the geographica area where the Philistines lived,
but the entire area between Phoenicia and Egypt—in other words, the Land of Isradl.

—Biblical Archaeology Review, May/June 2001

A four-year journey of reconciliation with the Jewish people culminated in Jerusdem
with 500 Canadian vistors praying for forgiveness for their sns againg the Jews.
Participants included members of every mgor Christian denomination. The initiative
came following efforts to hed gtrifein Canadian society. Although Canadalis today
reaively free of anti- Semitism, it was rife in the period before the establishment of the
date of Israel. The Canadian government refused to dlow theill-fated St. Louis to dock
with some 900 Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany aboard, as well as refusing to accept
1,000 Jewish children from France. Beaches had signs, “No dogs or Jews allowed.”

—Jerusalem Pogt, 5/31/2001



The prophet Isaiah, looking into the future, said that when the Jewish people returned
from exileto the Land of Isradl, even the land would rejoice and provide an abundance of
flowers. “The wilderness and the solitary place will be glad for them, and the desert will
blossom asarose” (Isaiah 35:1). Thisisthat day, and now that millions of Jewish people
have returned in fulfillment of Bible prophecy, the land isresponding. Today, Isradl isthe
leading exporter of flowersto Europe. Thisyear, 1.5 billion flowers were shipped to
Europe, some 30% of the entire stock of flower imports to the continent. Kenyaisin
second place, providing some 20% of Europe's flower needs. Most of these flowers are
grown in Isradl's southern Negev Desart.

—Bridges for Peace dispatch, May, 2001

Yisradl Rashd, Jewish Agency emissary in Odessa, told Arutz-7 today about the
discovery of a hitherto unknown Jewish community in southern Ukraine: “About six
weeks ago, in the little town of Konetzpol, which means “end of thefield, asmal
community of 50 Jaws—two or three families worth—was discovered.” When asked
what he meant by “discovered,” he said, “It means that until now they did not want to be
discovered, but they suddenly decided that they wanted a connection, and began showing
interest in Israel and Aliyah [immigration to Israel]. They turned to aneighboring Jewish
community, and now they are sudying Hebrew. The “leader’ of the tribe is an 80-year-old
woman, who is now studying Hebrew in the same "ulpan’ together with her family of 24
incdluding her great-grandson who is 1.5 yearsold. . . . Yes, there could be many other
little communities like this throughout Russa.”

—Arutz 7, 5/10/2001
Book Review

The Prayer of Jabez, Bruce Wilkinson, Multnomah Publishers, Sisters, Oregon (2000);
92 pages.

And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, “O that you would bless me indeed, and
enlarge my territory, that your hand would be with me, and that you would keep me from

evil, that I may not cause pain,” So God granted him what he requested.—1 Chronicles
4:9,10, NIV

A passion for feeding new interest in Christ clearly motivated this extended tract by Dr.
Bruce Wilkinson, afounder of Promise Keepers. Recently, he has started WorldTeach—a
fifteen-year effort to develop 120,000 new Bible teachers worldwide, for which “a
national missions leader,” clams, “the fastest launch of any Chrigtian minigtry in

history.” What makesthe Prayer of Jabez noteworthy is both its socid and religious
impact. Here we find a book focusing on the prayer of an otherwise obscure descendant

of Judah, gppearing on the New Y ork Times bestsdler list in early March, and rising to
head theligt. In and of itself, this suggests the Prayer of Jabez is addressing a spiritud
hunger that needs feeding.



There are moving lessons testifying to lives and hearts touched soldly by the faith that

God would answer the “ Jabez prayer” — that is, to be of service to him. Wefind achance
mesting at the airport turning first into amarriage counsding session and findly a

witness for Chrigt that brings hope to the desperate. Of note, there is consciousness-
raising about consecration in aseries of questions; “ Do we redlly understand how far the
American dream is from God's dream for us? [that we need] to be aliving sacrifice? To
be crucified to sdf?’

Initsfervor, the book makes no small clams, and some of these are troubling. The first
line of the preface reads, 1 want to teach you how to pray a daring prayer that God
always answers.” Ingerting, “In God's due time’ would help here. Additionaly, it was
uncomfortable reading, “with a handful of core commitments onyour part, you can
proceed from this day forward with the confidence and expectation that that your
heavenly Father will bring it to passfor you.” Hence, any initid enthusiasm for the
phenomenon of a best-sdlling book on prayer needs to be tempered. It would be helpful if
there were more focus on the privilege of praying in Jesus name; the necessity for our
repentance; and the necessity for our conversion. With these cautions, its testimonies, its
lessons, and its near infectious energy make the Prayer of Jabez aworthwhile book to
read thoughtfully.

—Richard Doctor



AfricanTrip Report

Purpose of the Trip. Our planswere initiated by aletter from Bro. O. M. Akpan, whom
we met 28 years ago when Sr. Ruth and | joined Bro. Mark Kandel on our firg servicein
Nigeria. Bro. Akpan asked that we attend a convention he organized Thursday through
Sunday, at the end of April, 2001. We accepted, and proposed aso a seminar for their
leaders for three days following. After an overnight in England enroute (and a two-hour
research interview with the very gracious Dr. C.B.F. Waker of the British Museum), we
flew to Lagos on Wednesday, April 25, greeted by Michael Ajise who entertained mein
his bachelor gpartment, and assisted me at the domestic airport Thursday morning.

Uyo: My flight from Lagos to Caabar was cancdled, so | flew into Port Harcourt
instead, then to Uyo overland. An accident with four large overturned trucks delayed
traffic. | arrived in Uyo about midnight, and through many providences located the
brethren by the end of Friday. | attended the Uyo Convention Saturday and Sunday,
joined by 60 others. Bros. Donatus Ariwodor, Moses Ashiegbu, Cgetan Egbu and
Sunday Ennang were present, and were al given some place on the program. The
services were very indructive, and very edifying. Bro. Akpan of Uyo has organized 11
centers for sudiesin the Divine Plan of the Ages, ranging from perhaps 15 to 70 a each
center. (70 were in attendance at one center we served later.)

The seminar, Monday through Wednesday, was attended by from 10 to 15 persons,
including two ssters who were specidly sharp and engaged. The convention services
werein English, trandated into Efik, but the seminar was conducted entirdy in English—
three hours in the morning, three in the afternoon, daily. We discussed the Chart of the
Agesin detail, and (on request) Spirit, Soul, Resurrection—well known doctrinesto

most, but some of the newer ones needed it. Other subjects were Daniel, the 1260, 1290,
1335 days, Parousia and Harvest, Revelaion 21-22, Zechariah 14, and Ezekiel 40-48. We
a0 assged the brethren in gathering from the post office 21 bags of volumes and
literature—all promptly distributed.

As an example of the cdiber of leadersin this group, | met a Bro. Peter Inyang who
formerly held awel-paid post in the Anglican Church, but |eft searching for the truth.
Subsequently studying at a Baptist seminary for three years, he found in ther library the
Studies in the Scriptures, recognized their value, and (somehow) subsequently got in
contact with Bro. Akpan.

During our stay in Uyo we were visited by Bro. Esau Inyang, and later by his associate
Bro. N. A. Umoh, who were so instrumenta in our visit 28 years ago. Bro. Umoh isa
zealous brother who continues to lead study groups in the Divine Plan, and sponsors
conventions in his area atended by hundreds of people studying the Divine Plan.

Warri. Representatives of two ecclesiasin Warri, including Bros. Vincent Aggreh, Pius
Monye and Moses Obire, cooperated to sponsor an intensve two-day seminar in Warri.
The brethren here are exceptiondly well studied. We discussed a number of complex
subjects, aswdl as an overdl review of the Chart of the Ages. We were joined by four



vigting brethren, including Bros. Donatus Ariwodor and Lazarus Ukpai. We were
warmly received a an evening service with the Ibadan ecclesa Monday, and gracioudy
entertained by Bro. Joseph and Dupe Ajise.

Tueday evening we arived in Ghana, met by five dear brethren near midnight. Two 2-
day seminars were held in Ghana—onein Kumas, hosted by Bro. Samuel Amoo
(attendance 35), another in Dunkwa hosted by Bro. Adamu Adams (attendance 70)—and
awel| attended afternoon Chart of the Ages presentation at a group near Cape Coast.
These brethren labored hard to prepare the venues, and invite the friends, in order to

make these meetings successful.

Whilein Dunkwa, during a noon bresk in the seminar, we visited Bro. Paul Nkrumah &
his home, a dear brother recently paralyzed in an auto accident. His faith continues deep
and rich in the providences of the Lord. We adso met the widow of Bro. Hilarion
Hayford, the ederly brother who died earlier this year who was largely responsible for
the Truth's influence in Dunkwa. We aso saw the Bible Student Library he set up, which
is il the venue for weekly studies led by Bro. Plange.

In Ghana we travelled with Bros. Joshua Dorh and Gabrid Yirenki of Accra, who
donated aweek of time to escort me on my various gppointments in Ghana. Their many
kindnesses, and sweet fellowship, were greatly appreciated. We were deeply impressed
by the growth of the Truth in Ghanain recent years. Severd groupsin three aress of the
country are now studying The Divine Plan of the Ages—all new acquaintances for me.
We are very thankful for the Lord's overruling providence in each experience of our three
weeksin Africa

—David Rice
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