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The Seven Churches of the Apostle Paul

In The Beginning

Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the
churches.—2 Corinthians 11:28

Near the end of thefirst century of the common era, the apostle John saw the visons that
formed the prophecy of The Revdation, the last book of the Bible. The opening chapters
of that book ded with prophetic |etters to seven churchesin Asa Minor—Ephesus,
Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadel phia, and Laodicea. Most Christian students
of The Reveation gpply these to seven successive time periods in the Chrigtian (or
Gospd) age.

The apodtle Paul, smilarly, wrote anumber of |etters to seven churches in the early
Chrigtian establishment. His letters, however, were very red epistles meant to be read to
the ecclesasinvolved, and dedlt with real problems of that day. His group of churches
was in both AsaMinor and in Europe: Rome, Corinth, Gaatia, Ephesus (or Laodicea—
see article for details), Philippi, Colossae, and Thessdonica. Both sets of epistles,
however, contained messages for the church in generd and are preserved in the canon of
Holy Writ.

In these | etters we read not only the words of the great apostle, but get an indght into his
heart and hislove and care for these seven churches, many of which he had persondly
founded. It isthe epistles to these saven churches of the gpostle Paul that form the theme
for thisissue of The Herad magazine.

The authors of the various articlesiin this series have tried to accomplish three gods: to
give abrief outline of the city in which the recipient church existed, to shed light on the
church itself and the problems it faced, and to recap the message which Paul sert to that
particular church.

We hope that our readers will be able to grasp not only a better picture of the early
Chrigtian church, but how its problems are mirrored in the church of our day, and thus -
appreciate the care of the apostle for all the churches, throughout the age. And thus we
are pleased to present these articles on “ The Seven Churches of the Apostle Paul.”



Rome

The Righteousness of God

I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek—Romans 1:16

Carl Hagensick

First century Rome had a motley population of some 800,000. The vast mgority were
plebeians, descendants of the dave class. These lived in crowded hovels with no
plumbing fadlities, indoor or outdoor. Garbage was thrown untreated into the streets and
the smell of stench hung heavily over their living quarters. Since Caesar Augustus had
granted the right to members of this class to become members of the senate, many of
them were ambitioudy upward mobile.

The upper middle class came from the equestrian, or soldier class. The maes of this class
were largely trandent since the empire's aggressive program of acquisition involved
frequent military campaigns, soldiers wives formed an afluent but idle group, with
military sdaries augmented by the rich spoils of war.

The patricians, or descendants of Rome's founding fathers, were the elite upper crudt. It
was from their midst that the mgority of the senators were chosen and who provided the
succession of emperors. Octavian, or Caesar Augustus, did not descend from this Roman
nobility but from amiddle dass tradesman in one of the eastern provincia towns. He
was, however, adistant relative of Julius Caesar, and his father had been one of the first
members of the senate eected from that province.

Asthe capitd of athriving and growing empire, Rome was a magnet, atracting
foreigners from its far-flung dominions. Not the least of this flood of immigrants, were
Jews from throughout the empire. While largely despised by Pompey from the time of
thelr mass immigration because of ther reigion, they were largely traders and among the
financialy upper middle class and had gained the favor of Caesar Augustus who
edablished adaily offering of alamb and two bullsto the temple in Jerusdlem. They
were exempt from military service and from appearing in court on the Sabbath.

Succeeding emperors were not so gracious. Tiberias repressed Jewish ritesin Romein 19
A.D. Claudius temporarily expdled the Jews from Rome in 49 A.D. Neverthdess, an
active campaign of proselytism occurred and not al prosalytes were required to carry out
every feature of Jewish law. The “prosdlytes of the gate” were only required to renounce
idolatry, serious mora abuses, and refrain from eating ether the blood or meet of
suffocated animdls.

Despite their increasing numbers and relative affluence, the Jaws were forced to live in
isolation in the poorest parts of the city across the Tiber and near the Circus Maximus.



Their seven neighborhoods each had its own synagogue and council of dders. Five
Jawish cemeteries have been discovered with many Greek, afew Latin, but no Hebrew
inscriptions.

Nero

Nero was the Caesar of the Pauline captivity. He reigned for 15 years beginning in 54
A.D. Hisreign can be divided into three periods. It wasin the first of these periods, 54-58
A.D. that Paul's letter to Rome was penned. This period was called the “golden
quinquennium” for it was marked by five years of good government and peace, and
popularity with the provinces. During the next five years, Nero fell under the influence of
Poppaea Sabina, who ambitioudy usurped the role of queen. Thisfive-year period was
marked by unrestrained debauchery. Poppaea feigned to be a Jewish proselyte and
championed Jewish causes. Jewish hatred for Chrigtianity found her aready tool to
persecute the growing Chritian religion.

Thefind five years of Nero's rule found him facing the cost of hislicentiousliving. To
avoid bankruptcy Nero sought to replenish the tressuries by confiscating the estates of the
wedlthy, many of them senators, which turned the senate againgt him. This period began
with the notorious fire of 64 A.D. which the emperor was fasdly accused of setting asa
means of clearing the poverty-ridden digtricts around the Circus Maximus for a glorious
but affordable urban renewa program.

While Nero was favorable to Chrigtianity in hisfirg five years, he turned virulently

agang it in the last five. It was during these years that Paul was ordered killed. This
change of mind was not just because Nero used Christians as scapegoats for the greet fire,
but because they were winning converts in ever-increasing numbers, and would not

submit to Roman laws which they found to be against their conscience.

The Church in Rome

The church in Rome was probably founded in 33 A.D. when the “ strangers [sojourners]
of Rome’ (Acts 2:10) returned from the Pentecost feast in Jerusalem where they heard
the word of Christ from Peter or one of hisfellow- gpostles miraculoudy spesking in their
own tongue. Being Jews by nationdity, they probably resided in the run-down areas of
Rome where the Jewish community had been isolated.

Being the crossroads of the Roman Empire, many immigrants from the provinces heard
the word and the church ragpidly grew.

No letter of Paul carries persona greetings to as many brethren by name asthe epistle to
the Romans. No less than 26 are mentioned in Romans 16:3-15. Only the name of Mary
(Romans 16:6) is distinctly Jewish. She had evidently been with Paul before moving to
Rome for he mentions that she had “bestowed much labor on us.”



Three others, Andronicus, Junia, and Herodion, are mentioned as “my kingman.” That
expresson may mean they were relaives of Paul or, more likely, were fellow-kinsmen,
felow-lsradlites. If the Rufus of verse 13 isthe same as that of Mark 15:21, he was
probably a Jew who was raised in Cyreniain Africa and whose father helped Jesus carry
his cross. Paul's reference to Rufus mother as “his mother and ming” impliesa close
gpiritud relationship which preceded the writing of the epistle. Paul's close fellow-
laborers, Aquilaand Priscilla, were apart of this church.

The other names in Romans 16 are either of Greek or Latin origin and indicate alarge
percentage of Gentilesin the church a Rome. Having such an admixture of nationdities,
especidly in acity with such rampant immordity and corruption, brought unique
problems to the Roman ecclesa It is to such an ecclesia that Paul addresses hisweighty
epidle.

Decadent Rome

The opening chapter dea's with the decadence into which Rome had fallen and its causes.
The infusion of Greek philosophies comes under attack in Romans 1:22, “Professng
themsdves to be wise, they became fools” Their guilt for this came not from their
ignorance of God for they should have “understood the things that are made” (Romans
1:20). Their problem was “when they knew God, they glorified him not as God” (Romans
1:21). In other words, acknowledging the existence of a higher intdligence, they were
unwilling to accept hisrules and laws for ther lives—they failed to acknowledge the
proper place of such ahigher being in ther lives.

This cause-and- effect rdationship is shown further in Romans 1:28: “even asthey did
not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to
do those things which are not convenient.” God's rules, while known by their own
conscience, were too redtrictive for the licentious lives they wished to live. The phrase
“reprobate mind” istrandated “ degenerate minds’ by Phillips and “depraved reason” in
the New English Bible. Degenerate and depraved are the best fitting adjectives for the
perverse sexud acts, including homosexudity, which are described in this chapter.

Jewish Guilt

The conduct of the Jews in Rome was as reprehensible as, or worse than, the conduct of
the Gentiles. In Romans 2:17-25 Paul delivers this sunning denunciation of the
hypocrisy of hisfdlow-Jews: “Behold, thou art caled a Jew, and . . . art confident that
thou thyself art aguide of the blind, alight of them which arein darkness, an indructor of
the foolish, ateacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the truth in the
law. Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? thou that preachest
aman should not stedl, dost thou sted? Thou that sayest a man should not commit
adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit
sacrilege? . . . For the name of God is blasgphemed among the Gentiles through you, asiit
iswritten. For circumcison verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou be a bresker
of the law, thy circumcison is made uncircumcison.”



If such wereindeed the conduct of the Jewsin Rome, it is no surprise that the Romans
held them in contempt. Instead of being alight in the world, they had been overwhemed
by the darkness that surrounded them. Paul concludes by saying, “we have proved, both
Jews and Gentiles, thet they are dl under sin; as it iswritten; There is none righteous, no,
not one’ (Romans 3:9,10).

However Paul's epistle does not lack hope; indeed, it contains great hope. Although the
law could not bring about righteousness, judtification (or righteousness) was availaole
through the exercise of faith. “ Therefore,” writes Paul, “we conclude that aman is
justified by faith without the deeds of the law. Is he the God of the Jews only?is he not
aso of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles aso” (Romans 3:28,29).

Justification—Obtaining the Righteousness of God

After illugrating the acquistion of righteousness through faith by the example of
Abraham in Romans 4, the next chapter distinguishes between such judtification and the
further step of judtification through the blood of Chrigt. Although judtification by fath
produces “peace with God (Romans 5:1), Paul writes, “Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we shdl be saved from wrath through him” (Romans 5:9).

Thisjudtification is brought about by receiving “the atonement” (Romans 5:11), thet
efficacy which comes from the gpplication of the blood of Chrigt. In Romans 5:16-20
Paul summarizes this phase of hisargument: “And not asit was by one that Snned, o is
the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many
offences unto judtification [dikaioma, Dikaioma 1S, S0 10 Speak, the materid substratum,
the foundation of dikaiosis, justification; obedience, righteousness fulfilled. It may be
cdled judtificament . . . the ground and materid of judtification.”— Gnromon of the Greek
New Testament, J. A. Bengd, val. 3, p. 74.> abagsfor judtification, the blood of Christ
made available at the first advent]. For if by one man's offence death reigned by one;
much more they [the church during the Gospel age] which recelve abundance of grace
and of the gift of righteousness [dikaioma, the basis for righteousness] shal reign in life
by one, Jesus Chrigt. Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon al men

to condemnation; even so by the righteousness [dikaioma] of one the free gift came upon
al men unto judtification [dikaiosis, the result of the gpplication of dikaioma of life when
mankind is raised from the dead]. For as by one man's disobedience many were made
snners, o by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous [during Chrigt's
Mediatorid kingdom]. Moreover [in addition to the above—during the Jewish age] the
law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound.”

Sanctification—Maintaining the Righteousness of God

A good practical and working definition of sanctification is furnished in Romans 6:16,22:
“Know ye nat, that to whom ye yield yoursalves servants to obey, his servants ye are to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto deeth, or of obedience unto righteousness? But now



being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness,
and the end everladting life”

Under the Mosaic Law, man had never been able to become free from sin and therefore
could not bear such fruit unto holiness, resulting in everlaging life. Paul arrives at this
conclusion in the following chapter where he writes. “The commandment, which was
ordained to life, | found to be unto death” (Romans 7:10). It was this fact that led to the
frustrated conclusion expressed in Romans 7:22-24, “For | ddight in the law of God after
the inward man: but | see another law in my members, warring againgt the law of my
mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of Snwhichisin my members. O
wretched man that | an! who shdl deliver me from the body of this desth?’

Thisisin gark contrast to the sanctification Paul saw possible after the law of the spirit:
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Romans 8:1). This freedom from condemnation
(Judtification) is not an end in itsdf, but only a Christian's first sep. It isonly “asmany as
are led by the spirit of God” who “ are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14). Only if we follow
the spirit'sleadings will it be true of usthat “the spirit beareth witness with our spirit, that
we are the children of God” (Romans 8:16).

God's Election

In the ninth chapter Paul establishes the eective sovereignty of God. He uses the
illudration of the potter: “Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to
make one vessd unto honor, and another unto dishonor? What if God, willing to shew his
wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessds of
wrath fitted to destruction: and that he might make known the riches of his glory on the
vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, even us, whom he hath called,
not of the Jews only, but dso of the Gentiles?’ (Romans 9:21-24).

Thus naturd Isradl, which sought righteousness through the works of the law, could not
obtain it (Romans 9:31). Therefore, “they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and
going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themsalves unto the
righteousness of God” (Romans 10:3). Though Christ was “the end of the law for
righteousness to every one that believeth” (Romans 10:4), Isragl could not call upon him
because they believed not on him (Romans 10:14).

But the righteousness of God is shown in his long-range plans to rescue even the
unbeliever: “Hath God cast away his people? God forbid!” (Romans 11:1). Though Isradl
was cast away to reconcile the Gentile world, eventualy she will be received back again,
marking the onset of the resurrection—*life from the dead” (Romans 11:15). When “the
fullness of the Gentiles be comein” and the Gentile eection is complete, then “dl Israd
shdl be saved” by the Deliverer who turns away ungodliness from Jacob through the new
covenant which shdl “take away their Sns’ (Romans 11:24-27). Thus God's
righteousnessis ultimately vindicated because “the gifts and cdling of God are without
repentance’” (Romans 11:29).



Fruitage—The Results of Sanctification

“| beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God [in the long patient exercise of
his righteousness], that ye present your bodies aliving sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God”
(Romans 12:1). With this urgent opening, the apostle proceeds to admonish his readersin
the copying of God's righteousness by their upright and just dealings toward God,
society, government, and neighbors. The admonitions of the twefth and thirteenth
chapters are most specific and not cloaked in polite generdities. A meditative reading of
these chapters in agood pargphrase version, such as Phillips, makes them even more
relevant to everyday living.

No admonitions come through more forcefully than those addressing inter- personal
relationships. These require the recognition of differences of thought, expression, and
action present in any socid relationship, particularly in one with such diverse cultures as
were present in the cosmopolitan church a Rome.

Chapters 14 and 15 are devoted to the subject of Christian liberty. Chapter 14 dedlswith
“him that iswesk in the flesh,” particularly in maiters regarding the lav—the observance
of Sabbath days, the eating of meats considered unclean, etc. Romans 14:13 is an apt
summation of this subject: “Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge
this rather, that no man put a sumbling block or an occasion to fal in his brother's way.”

It isthe duty of the strong, Paul continues in chapter 15, “to bear the infirmities of the
week.” The responghility of each member of the church isto “please his neighbor for his
good to edification” (Romans 15:1,2).

Paul's Travel Plans

Evidently Paul, the great missionary gpostle, held the hope for along time that he would
persondly vigt his brethren in Rome. He did so not as he anticipated on atrip that would
continue to the westernmogt limits of the Roman empire, to Spain (Romans 15:28), but in
bondsto be tried and, after afew years of house arrest and then atemporary release, to be
martyred. Severd of the names to whom Paul sent greetingsin the last chapter of his
epistle have been uncovered in the catacombs of Rome.

It was just such minigtries as those of dl the apostles to the far-flung ecclesias of the
rapidly growing Chrigtian church, that strengthened the brethren for alife that frequently
ended in martyrdom. Their ministry continues to strengthen us some two thousand years
later.



Corinth

Practical Problems with Modern Relevance

You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men: clearly you are an
epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink, but by the spirit of the living
God.—2 Corinthians 3:2,3, NKJV

Richard Doctor

In the judgment of polite pagan society, Corinth was an embarrassment. In spite of this,
the city was ancient, with an honorable history, and strategically positioned for greatness.
In Greek times, Corinth became the center of Hellenic collective culturd life every four
years as dl warfare was put aside so the Olympic games could be held on the sacred
Isthmian land that Corinth commanded.

The need for Corinth was obvious. It lay at the narrow neck of land that permitted the -
convenient portage of merchandise on sailing vessels between the lonian and Aegean

seas avoiding the lengthy and dangerous trangit of the southernmost tip of Greece at
Laconia. Typicdly, the ships were unloaded and goods transferred to ships on the other
sde of theisthmus. During Roman times, the engineering had advanced so that small

ships could be dragged over land on the “diolkos,” adedicated track. There was dways a
large transent population of sailors, merchants, and travelers, coming and going through
Corinth.

Corinth in Roman Times

At firgt Corinth fared disastroudy at the hands of the Roman advance. It came to an
ignoble end in 146 B.C. when the Roman generd Lucius Mummius conquered it, razed
the city, and daughtered al itsinhabitants. It lay in ruins for nearly a century. Later,
Julius Caesar, recognizing the vaue and history of Corinth, commanded that the ancient
city be generoudy rebuilt and populated by veterans and freedmen. He wished that
specia care be taken in restoring the ancient temple of Aphrodite, his purported
illustrious ancestor. This decision was of importance for the character of the city in Paul's

day.

Knowing the ancient associations of Corinth isvita to undersanding Corinth's character,
for this city was more ancient than most. Thefirgt hint of this comes from its name.
Corinth is not a Greek name; it is from the ancient settlement of the Site by the curious
matriarcha Minoan civilization of Crete.

Undoubtedly, it was Minoan colonists who set up the Corinthian worship of the “Gregt
Mother” as there are evidences both in Corinth and elsewhere of their spreading her
worship throughout the territory that would later become the Hellas. In Paul's day, more
than two millennia later, the Corinthian cult grew to fame, prestige, and fortune. It had



undergone agradua transformetion into that of “ Aphrodite Pandemos’ or loosdly,
“Venus of thewhole people” Through Caesar's generosity the temple of the newly
reinvigorated city reopened, maintaining one thousand “sacred” progtitutes in Aphrodite's
sarvice.

Corinth's Character

The city was acommercid success, aitracting trade from throughout the civilized world.
But soon to call someone a* Corinthian” was to cast aspersion on a debauched and loose
life-gtyle. Corinth bred every type of vice. It was asmadl thing that in the low comedy of
the age, “ Corinthians’ were brought on stage and stereotyped as drunks. No fewer than
four Roman-era authors—Juvena, Horace, Strabo, and Athenaeus—use “ Corinthians’ as
aderogatory term in their |etters. None of thiswaslost on Paul. In hiswritings, Paul

makes frequent alusions to the tapesiry of life in Corinth. He writes of the popular sports,
the Olympic games, the vanity, the folly, and the pageant of life that unfolded before him.
Under the watchful gaze of this earnest apostle, we learn something of the rich and
confused culture of Corinth in the theatre [1 Corinthians 4:9], foot races [9:24], the fading
victor's garland of Isthmian pine [9:25], boxing [9:26], thelong hair of the openly
effeminate community [11:14], and gladiatorid fights with wild beasts [15:32].

Thereisdso an dlusion to the vanity of the Roman Triumpha March where &t its
conclusion as the incense dtars were gpproached, the vanquished met either deeth or
pardon [2 Corinthians 2:14-16]. The prospect of finding Chrigt's sheep here might have
discouraged alesser man trugting in his own wisdom, but Paul spent two active yearsin
Corinth preaching Chrigt with the specia blessing of the refreshing support from two of
his most beloved brethren: Aquilaand Priscilla

How different was Paul's gpproach to witnessing in Corinth when contrasted with his
witnessing in Athens. Here Paul's gppeal was direct. In Athens Paul exhibited his
knowledge of the Hellenistic poet Aratus of Cilicia (Acts 17:28); the Corinthians were to
hear no such quotes from Greek poets. Paul had learned the lesson of Mars Hill (Acts
17:15-34). When he addressed the Corinthians, he wrote: “And |, brethren, when | came
to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the
testimony of God. For | determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Chridt,
and him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:1,2).

Along with an eagerness to receive the gospel came difficulties. The church in Corinth
had practical problems. Living a sanctified life in Christ was a daunting task. It would be
an impossible task without the holy spirit. If Paul's desire was to discourse on some deep
gpiritud ingght and so feed his brethren, he was frustrated: “And |, brethren, could not
Speak unto you as unto spiritua, but as unto carna, even as unto babes in Chrigt. | have
fed you with milk, and not with met: for hitherto ye were not able to beer it, neither yet
now are ye able’ (1 Corinthians 3:1,2).



Paul does underscore his points with precious lessons that are theologica meat, but these
are to support his points of discusson on Christ-oriented living. In writing to Corinth, the
practical lessons are dways the focus.

What Paul Heard

To begin, Paul had received reports about conditions at Corinth and hisfirst epistle sarts

with a series of essaysto briefly address his concerns about the issues affecting the
spiritud life of his brethren.

Mogt serious in his mind were the schisms within the church that had set in conflict the
followers of Paul, Apollos, and Judiazers preaching in Peter's name (1 Corinthians 3:4-
23). To these Paul advises that while there are different minigtries, they needed to
recognize that Apollos served the Lord's work well, and Paul aso served well, though in
adifferent ministry: “Now he [God] who plants and he who waters are one: and each one
will receive his own reward according to his own labor. For we are God's fellow workers;
you are God'sfield, you are God's building. For no other foundation can anyone lay than
that which islaid, whichis Jesus Chrig” (1 Corinthians 3:8,9,11, NKV).

To those continuing to practice the sns of Corinth (1 Corinthians 3:12-17), wefind a
ample and stern warning: “If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him.
For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are” (1 Corinthians 3:17, NKV). To
those dubious of Paul's ministry and gpostleship (1 Corinthians 4:1-16) there is a spirited
defense of Paul's service for Chrigt.

Paul recounts his zed and the zed of dl the gpodtles, their sufferings, and their constant
pouring themsalves out in Chrigt's service—all preceded with the warning that al
judgment of Christ's ministersisin God's hands. He ends with a persona apped: “For
though you might have ten thousand ingructors in Chrigt, yet you do not have many
fathers; for in Christ Jesus | have begotten you through the gospel. Therefore | urge you,
imitate me”’ (1 Corinthians 4:15,16, NKV).

Further, Paul observes that both the gpostles and al the church are a spectacle for men
and angdls (1 Corinthians 4:9). Thisis a theme that Paul will return to throughout this
epidle. Paul had aloving pastoral concern for those caught up in the whirlwinds of lust.
But, to the Corinthians who were tolerant if not boastful of their liberdity towards the
open sexud liaison between awoman who was either awidow or divorcee and her
stepson, the rebuke is direct. At least the stepson was a member of the church (1
Corinthians 5:1-13); and now Paul cals the whole church to task for not understanding
that tolerating such sin would mean collective mord decay. Callective sn affectsdl,
even those seemingly not directly involved. Paul asksif the church redizesthe
consequences. “Do you not know that alittle leaven leavens the whole lump?” (1
Corinthians 5:6, NKJV).

This concept of collective sin sesems a quaint and archaic notion to our age where, “Don't
ask, don't tell,” are the modern watchwords. Paul's counsdl here could be greatly enlarged



and linked to the principles taught in the law; they deserve the highest condderation in

our day. Thisvery ddicate issue in Corinth needed wisdom. We learn from the second
Corinthian epistle that Paul needed to admonish the Corinthian brethren to forbear in

their judgment of the erring brother. They had siwung zedoudy from complete liberdity
and tolerance, to a complete cutting off of the brother. This latter course was not wisein
that it was not ministering to the need of the brother: “Comfort him, lest perhaps such a
one be swallowed up with too much sorrow. Therefore | urge you to reaffirm your love to
him” (2 Corinthians 2:7,8). Strait is the gate and narrow isthe way of mature Chrigtian
judgment.

To those brethren suing other brethren in court (1 Corinthians 6:1-20), Paul observes that
al shdl someday stand in the court of absolute divine justice. He asks. “Why do you not
rather accept wrong? Why do you not rather |et yourselves be chested?’ (1 Corinthians
6:7, NKV).

Paul Answers the Corinthian Questions

We learn more about the Corinthian church's character as Paul addresses the root issues
prompting the entire epistle, namely the questions that the Corinthians had sent himin
correspondence. The firgt question concerns the propriety of marriage (1 Corinthians
7:1); Paul answers (1 Corinthians 7:1-40): “It is good for a man not to touch a woman.
Nevertheless, because of sexud immordity, let each man have his own wife, and let each
woman have her own hushand. L et the husband render to his wife the affection due her,
and likewise d o the wife to her husband” (1 Corinthians 7:1-3, NKJV).

To address those concerned that purchasing meat offered to idols might be construed as
tacit support for idolatry—and certainly this was an issue that would have deeply
concerned the Judiazers (1 Corinthians 8:1-13)—Paul writes that on the one hand, “We
know that an idal is nothing in the world, and that there is no other God but one” (1
Corinthians 8:4, NKJV). On the other hand, we need to recognize how our actions affect
others, lest we sin againgt Chrigt. For we are a spectacle to men and angels. “But when
you thus sin againg the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin againgt
Chrigt. Therefore, if food makes my brother sumble, | will never again est meet, lest |
make my brother sumble’ (1 Corinthians 8:12,13, NKJv). When hefindly closes out his
thoughts later in the epistle he adds: * Put no stumbling-block in the way of Jews or
Greeks or the church of God” (1 Corinthians 10:32, Moffatt).

Clearly we should strive to conduct ourselves so that even in appearances the Lord's work
maintains a blameless reputation. To those who chalenged Paul's gpostieship using the
obtuse argument that ared gpostle would seek financia support from the church while
Paul did not (1 Corinthians 9:1-27), Paul answers that while he would be perfectly within
his rights to receive monetary support, as had other elders at Corinth (verse 12),
“Neverthdess we have not used thisright, but endure dl things lest we hinder the gospel

of Chrigt” (1 Corinthians 9:12, NKV). Paul's wisdom in this respect is very apparent.



Congder the circumstances of paid ministry in churches today. Some who are board
members at their churches or synagogues have been perplexed as they wrestled with the
issue of dismissing paid clergy not to the liking of the congregation, and trying to find a
suitable replacement. With payment comes power and control. Paul wisdly recognized
that the church in Corinth was unready for such respongibility.

To those whaose faith serioudy wavered, another blunt warning was needful: “Wherefore
my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry” (1 Corinthians 10:14). Paul draws lessons from the
experiences of the |sraglites during their forty years of wandering in the wilderness.
Though Jehovah revedled himsdlf to them in signs and wonders, those who murmured
and were rebellious were destroyed.

Paul continues, treading on the ground for which he is particularly controversid today.

He congders the role of women in the church. Again, he reminds them that men and
angels were watching. Women are to keep their heads covered while men are to keep
their heads uncovered. For the men, an uncovered head was a departure from Jewish
custom that marked one as a Chrigtian. Greek and Hebrew fashion for respectable women
who managed the house was to have a covered head. For the fashion imitators of the
“Porneid’ or prostitutes who kept their heads uncovered, this was a reminder of the need
for sobriety. Furthermore,  nature teaches’ that men are to have short hair and women are
to have long hair (1 Corinthians 11:14,15). But more importantly than any of these
outward appearances, the brothers are to take the leadership rolesin the church.

Much harm has been done to the essentid minigtry of sgtersin the church using these
words of Paul for judtification. When we recognize that the entire church isbeing
developed for a place asthe ided wife, the bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:25-32), we can
see that in addition to being submissive to the heed, the ided wife shows considerable
energy and initiative. Thisiswhat Chrigt expects of the church.

In Proverbs 31:10- 31 we meet awoman who would move in today's society with
assurance: “ She consdersthe field and buysit.” In this acrostic passage of Lemud,
where each new line begins with the next |etter of the aphabet, we find 21 characteristics
attributable to this energetic ided wife. Drawing some practica guiddines on the ssters
conduct in the church, Brother Russdll wisdly observes: “We suggest that the most liberd
interpretation possible should be given to the inspired gpostle's words respecting the
scope of the liberty of the Sgtersin the affairs of the Church” (Studies in the Scriptures,
vol. 6, p. 272).

Theimportance of spiritud gifts and love, rather than the gpostolic gifts and tongues, are
the concern of chapters 12 to 14, where we learn: “Love never fails’ (1 Corinthians 13:8,
NKJV). Practicd guiddines are given for the conduct of meetings in which the now
departed gpodtolic gift of tongues found employment. Paul points out that “love’ isa
“more excellent way” than any of these gifts (1 Corinthians 12:31, NKJV). For dl gifts, all
prophecy, the understanding of al mysteries, and dl knowledge are temporary, not
eterna conditions: “And now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the grestest of
theseislove’ (1 Corinthians 13:13, NKV).



This al leads up to chapter 15 which now holds the rapt attention of an audience prepared
in heart for areview of the basics of the gospd: “For asin Adam al die, even soin Chrigt
shdl dl be made dive’ (1 Corinthians 15:22). Y e, even as Paul moves back to the soil of
theology and preaching Chris—Christ crucified, and Christ arisen—an additiond
admonition is needed before he closes this epistle: “Do not be deceived: "Evil company
corrupts good habits." Awake to righteousness, and do not sin, for some do not have the
knowledge of God. | speak thisto your shame’ (1 Corinthians 15:33,34, NKV).

Concluding Thoughts

In sum, what can we learn about the church of Corinth from the first of Paul's epistlesto
them? In the end, Paul's counsel was heeded, and Titus persondly brought areply to Paul
a aprovidentia time when it gave him agreat boost of morde: “For | got no rdief from
the strain of things, even when | reached Macedonig; it was trouble & every turn,
wrangling al around me, fearsin my own mind. But God, who comforts the dejected,
comforted me with the coming of Titus. Yes, and by more than his arrivd, by the comfort
which you have been to him; for he gave me areport of how you longed for me, how
sorry you were, how eagerly you took my part, that it added to my delight” (2 Corinthians
7:5-7, Moffatt).

Through Paul's persond ministry and his letters, afoundation in Christ had been laid for
amuch beloved, if wayward, church. Because it was a culture obsessed with wine,
women, sports, entertainment, song, and moneymaking, Corinth is one of the most
access ble bridges between the Roman world of the first century and our day. We do well
to refrain from being critical of Corinth lest we fed sdf-satisfied and in “need of

nothing.” We should ponder the practica lessons of Corinth, for in it we see a distant
mirror of our own troubled days.



Galatia

The Law Covenant
and the Promise Covenant

The law [covenant] . . . doth not disannul, so as to make the promise [covenant] of none
effect—Galatians 3:17

James Parkinson

That faith is more important than the law is the main theme of the epistle of Paul to the
Gddians. So why was a contrast of covenants emphasized in this letter?

Gdatiawas aregion, rather than a city, including much of the Anatolian Plateau and the
central Halys River in modern Turkey. However, the dominant people were ethnicaly
foreign to the region. Gaul was the Roman name for the ethnic Tarshish of Genes's 10,
who in modern times are cdled the Cdlts of westernmost Europe. From their migrations
we have the Gadls of the British Ides, the region of Galiciain modern Poland (among
whom aso red hair is not uncommon), and the Gaaians, to the Christians of which Paul
wrote this epistle.

The Law, or a Redeemer?

From early times, Tarshish had colonized from the Tartessan region of modern Portugd,
to the city of Tarsusin southeastern coastal Turkey where Saul (Paul) was born. Thus,
Saul of Tarsus had been acquainted with the Galatian culture, so remote from that of
|sradl. The Gdatians learned of the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Chrigt, oncefor al, from
the apostle Paul. They had no background in the law God gave Israel through Moses, so
they were particularly impressed when Judaizers proclaimed that law to them.

Who could, after dl, find fault with the ten commandments? Are not the dietary and san+
itary laws agood prescription for heath? Circumcison on the 8th day of life (Leviti-

cus 12:3) when the prothrombin concentration is temporarily maximum, minimizes an
infant'sligbility to infection. And the sacrifices of the Passover lamb and the Atonement
Day bullock certainly pointed to the ultimate sacrifice, the sacrifice of the Messiah
(Chrigt) oncefor dl (Exodus 12; 1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Leviticus 16; Hebrews 10:5-10).

But could the law give life? Paul reasons that “as many as are of the works of the law are
under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in dl things
which are written in the book of the law to do them. But that no man isjudtified by the
law inthe dght of God, it is evident: for, The just shdl live by faith” (Gaatians 3:10,11).



Was Abraham judtified by the law? No, the law had not as yet been given. And even
before circumcision, Abraham exercised faith, and he was judtified by that faith. So, are
you judtified by faith, or by the lav?

Paul had been zedous for traditiond Judaism. He had urged his fellows to stone Stephen,
the first Chrigtian martyr after Jesus, whose last words were, “Lord, lay not thissin to
their charge.” But it was not the law that converted Paul, it was our Lord Jesus Christ
himself who converted him. He reveded himself directly to Paul. He did not tell Paul to
go to Jerusaem to be taught of the gpostles. In fact, Paul spent three years restudying the
word before he even set foot in Jerusdlem again.

After just two weeks with Peter, it was another 14 years before Paul cameto Jerusalem
again, not for his spiritual education, but to get an agreement that God does not require
circumcision of Chrigtians who were Gentiles (Acts 15). James, Peter, and John did not
require circumcision of the Greek brother who came with him. Instead, they encouraged
the missionaries to continue bringing the gospd to the uncircumcised, to the nations. The
only thing they required of them isthat they help the poor.

When one of the chief apostles from Jerusalem needed correction, Paul did it. The word
of God carries more weight than even the best of men. “But though we, or an angdl from
heaven, should preach any gospe other than that which we preached unto you, let him be
anathema’ (Gdatians 1:8). And he repeated it for emphasis!

Thereis only one seed promised to Abraham. Isit through the law [covenant] or through
the promise [covenant]? The seed of Abraham is Jesus Chrigt: “If ye are Chridt's, then are
ye Abraham's seed, heirs according to [the] promise [covenant]. Now ye, brethren, as
|saac was, are children of [the] promise [covenant] ” (Gaatians 3:16,29; 4:28). Coming
under the law cannot make us a part of the one seed of blessing, but only coming into
Chrigt.

Two Condemnations

The law promised life to anyone to whom it was given, and who would keep it perfectly.
Conversdly, he who was under the law and broke it was under its curse. He who was not
under the law was condemned to degth in Adam, but he who was under the law was
additionaly cursed during hislife (Deuteronomy 27:15-26; 28:15-68).

The sacrifice of the perfect man Jesus Christ was sufficient to ransom Adam from degth
(and the race descended from him). The means of death could be used to redeem Israel
(the people under the law) from therr lifdong curse as exemplified in the Diaspora
(dispersion of Jews throughout the world). “ Cursed is every one that hangeth on atree”
was the Lord's prescription for taking the curse of the law (Deuteronomy 21:23;
Gdatians 3:13). Jesus took the curse of the law upon himself when he was crucified on a
wooden cross, asit iswritten, “God sent forth his son, born of awoman, born under the
law [covenant], that he might redeem them that were under the law [covenant]”



(Gddians 4:4,5, ASV). Thus, the sacrifice of Christ on a cross was sufficient to redeem
|srael from both curses.

A Type: Hagar and Sarah

Along with the promise to Abraham, there was dso given an alegory, or type, of two
covenants (Gaatians 4:21-31). The mothers of Abraham's two first, and most prominent,
sonstypified God's first two covenants which nurture both the naturdl and spiritud [srael
of God—the twelve tribes of 1sradl according to the flesh, and the church from the twelve
gpodtles of Jesus Chrigt. Sarah was the mother of the seed of promise, and thus she
pictured the promise covenant. Hagar had been a handmaid (to Sarah, not to Abraham).
She was the mother of those who are in bondage (to the law covenant). Hagar's son
mocked |saac and was cast away from Abraham. The nation of 1srael mocked Jesus, had
him dain, and then mocked those who have followed Chrigt; fleshly |sradl was then cast
away from God (for nearly nineteen centuries).

There is nothing wrong with the law; it is perfect, but we are not. The law promised life,
but only to the one who keepsiit perfectly (Leviticus 18:5; Romans 7:10). The law was
given so that we might recognize that we are sinful, that we need a Redeemer. Thus, the
law was a school-guideLiz. A body-guard (Greek: pedagogue) who led boysto and from
school. Once this body-guard brought the boys to school, he turned them over to the
teacher—in this case, Jesus Chrigt.> to lead usto Christ (Galatians 3:24). Now that we
have been brought to Chrigt, let us turn our attention to the Teacher.

Today neither circumcision nor uncircumcision metters. It isthe new creation of God in
Chrigt Jesus that matters, developing the bride of Chrigt; that is our work, that is
everything to us.

Adoption or Sonship?

So long as an heir isachild, heis not treated differently than the child of a bondservant,
even though heisto be magter of dl. He is under guardians and stewards of the house
until the day appointed of the father, the time when he will be placed in a postion of
responghility for the family estate. Jesus Chrigt redeemed us dl from the condemnation
of origina sin, and redeemed Isragl from the curse of the law, that the faithful might
receive the placement-as-onsLiz. placing as sons, whether by adoption, or by the
promotion suggested in verse 2.> (Gdatians 4:5).

Is this placement-as-sons an adoption or a sonship? If we are begotten of God, then we
are not adopted (1 John 5:18). On the other hand, the placement-as-sons is declared to be
future; we have now only the spirit of it (Romans 8:15,23). But if we are dready sons

of God (Romans 8:14; 1 John 3:2), then sonship dso poorly fits the thought. The

practicing Christian should remember that heis gtill immature, not yet ready for his
placement or inddlation into his ultimate postion of responghility in the divine family.

Heis gl being trained for future work with Chrigt for the blessing of dl the families of

the earth in the Millennid Resurrection Kingdom (Gdatians 4:5,6).



Which Fruit?

For freedom did Christ set usfree: “ Stand fast therefore, and be not entangled againin a
yoke of bondage. For ye, brethren, were called for freedom; only use not your freedom
for an occasion to the flesh. Walk by the spirit, and ye shal not fulfil the lust of the flesh”
(Gddians 5:1,13,16). There are two kinds of fruit: choose the one that causes good

growth:

Works of the Flesh Fruits of the Spirit
Fornication Love
Uncleanness Joy
Lasciviousness Peace
|dolatry Longsuffering
Sorcery Kindness
Enmities Goodness
Strife Fathfulness
Jeslousies Meekness
Wrath Sdf-Control
Factions

Divisons

Parties

Envyings

Drunkeness

Revdings

We have a check ligt in Gaatians 5:19-23. There are more ways to go wrong than to do
right. Let us note the evil works againgt which we have made progress, and especidly
take note of, and resolve to stamp out, those with which we are tempted. If we willingly
compromise on even one, we shdl not inherit the kingdom of God (Gaatians 5:21).

How well are we developing the fruit of the spirit? Strengthen the good fruit, and it will
help choke out the evil weeds. “Wadk by the spirit, and ye shdl naot fulfil the lust of the
flesh” (Gdatians 5:16). He that soweth unto the spirit shdl of the spirit regp eternd life,

But beware of new leaven, beware of pride “Let us not become vainglorious, provoking
one another, envying one ancther. For if aman thinketh himself to be something when he
is nothing, he deceiveth himsdlf” (Gaatians 5:26; 6.3, AsV).




“And let us not be weary in well-doing: for in due season we shdl regp, if we faint not.
So then, as we have opportunity, let uswork that which is good toward al men,

and especidly toward them that are of the household of the faith” (Gdatians 6:9,10,
ASV).



Ephesus

A Prisoner's Exhortations

1, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles . . . beseech you that ye walk worthy
of the vocation wherewith ye are called.—Ephesians 3:1; 4:1

David Rice

The aged gpostle Paul was within afew years of completing his minisiry when he
dictated those words. Ever since his third missonary journey, when he returned to
Jerusalem for Pentecodt to join his Jewish brethren, report the prospering work of the
gospel among the Gentiles, and build a spirit of unity between the two, Paul had beenin
bonds.

It had not surprised Paul. As he had gpproached Jerusalem, “the holy spirit withesged] in
every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me” (Acts 20:23), as he told the
Ephesian dders gathered for some last exhortations from him. He believed he would see
Rome—"&fter | have been there [Jerusdlem], | must dso see Rome” (Acts 19:21)—and
this was later confirmed by the Lord himsdif. “Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast
tedtified of mein Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness dso a Rome” (Acts 23:11). Now
he was in Rome where he was under house arrest, dwelling “two whole yearsin hisown
hired house, and received al that came in unto him” (Acts 28:30).

None of his experiences swayed him from his consecrated gods. “None of these things
move me, neither count | my life dear unto mysdlf, o that | might finish my course with
joy” (Acts 20:24). Though in bonds, he was Hlill using his strength, opportunities, and
abilitiesto minister spiritualy, and wrote severd epistles, anong them the onetitled
“Ephesans.”

There is some question about those to whom this epistle was addressed. Verse 1 says “the
santswhich are a Ephesus,” but the city designation is absent in the Sinaitic and Vatican
1209 manuscripts. This opens the possibility that the epistle was intended as an encyclica
letter to a number of churches, or thet it may be the otherwise missing letter to the

L aodiceans mentioned in Colossians 4:16. “When this epistle [to the Colossang] isread
among you, cause that it be read aso in the church of the Laodiceans, and that ye

likewise read the epistle from Laodicea”

Colosse and Laodiceawere only afew miles gpart. “Colossans’ and “Ephesans’ are
smilar epigtles, covering Smilar topics. They were both written from Rome, and were
both conveyed by Tychicus (Ephesians 6:21; Colossans 4:7). If it were generdly
supposed that this epistle was origindly addressed to the Laodiceans, it is not unlikely
that it would absorb the attention of today's brethren, of the Laodicean stage of the
church, even more than it has.



The Authority of His Position

Paul repeatedly referred to his specid charge for the brethren, perhaps not so muchin
defense as to focus the minds of the brethren on the godly counsd he givesthem. “Ye
have ten thousand ingtructors’ he told the Corinthians, “yet have ye not many fathers’ (1
Corinthians 4:15). Though there were many helpful ingtructors, Paul probably observed
that their teachings were not dl equdly effective as his minigry in indtilling the truth and
its principles among the brethren. “Paul, an gpostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God . . .
for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given
meto you-ward . . . | was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God . . .
that | should preach among the Gentiles . . . to make al men to see what isthe felowship
of themystery . . . | am an ambassador in bonds. . . | ought to spesk” (Ephesians 1.1,
3:1,2,7-9; 6:20).

In verse 2 Paul opened in hisusua style: “ Grace and peace to you from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.” He repeated this gredting in dl his ecclesia epistles, but never
added “and from the holy spirit,” as he surely would have done had he supposed the latter
to be a person, equa with the others, in some kind of trinity. Further, he expresdy
affirmed in verse three that God is superior, “the God . . . of our Lord Jesus Christ.” This
he repeatsin verse 17, “The God of our Lord Jesus Chrigt, the glorious Father” (NIV).

God's Foreordained Plan

The next three verses express God's predegtination of the grest privileges we havein
Chrig, including the adoption as sons which we will secure if we prove faithful. In verse
7 the “redemption through hisblood” is equated with “the forgiveness of ans” whichis
conggent with Paul's affirmation in Romans 5:9 that we are “judtified by hisblood.”

Verse 8 includes among the blessings “lavished on us,” “wisdom and prudence.” The

latter word is really another term to express aform of wisdom, “prudent, sensible,
practicaly wise” (Vine's Expository Dictionary). These terms refer not to our grasp of the
facts of the divine plan, but our ability, something like philosophers, to evauate,

distinguish and apply the sense of the spiritud information we have. These fruits of the

spirit are noble quditieswhich al of the Lord's people have to some extent, and should
cultivate by continued use.

Verse 9 doesrefer to our grasp of the facts of the divine plan: * He made known to usthe
mystery” (NIV). Mysteries, as used in the New Testament, do not mean
incomprehensble ideas too high for us to appreciate (a clam sometimes made for the
trinity). They refer to things unknown to the world but revedled to us through the
influence of the holy spirit, who “Holding . . . the mystery of thefath in apure
conscience’ (1 Timothy 3:9).

The mgesty of Paul's expression is eegantly rendered in the Weymouth trandation. The
mystery we seeis“ God's merciful purpose for the government of the world when the
times are ripe for it—the purpose which he has cherished in his own mind of restoring the



whole cregtion to find its one Head in Chrigt; yes, things in heaven and things on earth, to
find their one Head in him.”

In verses 11-13 Paul continues the thought of the church being “ predestined according to
the purpose of him,” and then introduces a subject he will raise anumber of times,
namely that Gentiles now had an equa standing with Jewsin the gospel. “We [Jews],
who werethefirg to hopein Chrigt . . . and you [Gentiles] dso were included in Chrigt
when you heard the word of truth, the gospd of your sdvation” (NIV). These also were
sedled by Chrigt with the holy spirit.

This thought continues into verse 14, “which isthe earnest of our inheritance.”
Rotherham changes this only in the article, “an” rather than “the.” The NIV and some
others succumb to bias by using “who” rather than “which,” supposing the holy spirit to
be a person. The pronoun isin the neuter gender (to agree with the gender of “spirit”),
rather than the masculine which one might find if the reference were to a person.

The remainder of verse 14 reads “until the redemption of those who are God's
possession—to the praise of hisglory” (NIV). Thisis a paraphrase (the word “God” is not
in the Greek), but it probably captures the thought. The King James verson uses
“purchased possession.” These two words come from the one Greek word peripoyeesis,
which appears also in 1 Peter 2:9, “chosen” people (NIV) or “peculiar [specid]” people
(kav). Literdly it means that which is acquired (as through purchase for example). In the
latter text it clearly refersto the church, and evidently doesin Ephesians 1:14 aswell.

The holy spirit isan earnest, or guarantee, of our inheritance until our deliverance comes.

The Grandeur of our Call

In the next few verses Paul expressed joy and thanks to God for the reported faith of the
brethren to whom Paul was writing. Paul's whole life was so consumed with his caling,
his very emotions were excited by the fruitage God gave through his and others labors.
Paul's urgent desire was for them to be more and more filled with “the spirit of wisdom
and reveation in the knowledge of him [God]” (verse 17).

He wished them to grasp the remarkable nature of their call, so grand, so lofty, that even
with somber reflection we may not fully appreciateit. “I pray aso that the eyes of your
heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has cdled
you.” It was not that they had no idea, but that they might appreciate the magnificence of
it, “the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably greet power
for uswho bdlieve’ (verse 18, NI1V). To comprehend the splendor of our hope would
magnify our praise, encourage our participation in the Lord's work, and help us abandon
eathly trifles

Verse 23 saysthe church, “which ishis body,” is“the fullness of him that filleth dl in

al.” There aretwo expressonsin this verse which engage our atention. Thefirst is“the
fullness of him.” Paul means that the church isthe “fullness’ of Chrigt. This probably
means we are an expression of the character and likeness of Christ, our head, master, and



pattern. This helps us grasp Paul's meaning e sewhere when he says of Chrigt, “in him
dwelleth dl the fullness of the Godhead [deity] bodily” (Colossans 2:9). Thisis not some
mumbo-jumbo for an incomprehengble dlusion to atrinity. It merdly sates that in Christ
dwdl the qualities of God, just asin the church dwell the qudities of Chrigt.

The second expresson is“that filleth dl in al.” That thisrefersto Chrigt is supported by
Ephesians 4:10, “He who descended [into the grave] is himsdf adso he who ascended far
above dl the heavens, that he might fill dl things’ (NASB). In what sense does he “fill dl
things’? Does it mean, asin the NIv and Weymouth, “to fill the whole universe’? Is he
that large? It is difficult to get a sengble view from this rendering. Even on aliterd leve,
he would not “fi// the universe” if he ascended “far above dl the heavens”

Theword “fill” isfrom the Greek verb pleroo which often means “accomplish, fulfill”
(Vine's Expository Dictionary, meaning ). It is the word used numerous times by
Matthew when he says a Scripture was “fulfilled” by this or that episode of Chrigt's
experiences. It aso appears in Luke 9:31, “his decease which he should accomplish at
Jerusdem.” Thus Chrigt isthe onein whom dl of God's purposes are fulfilled, or
accomplished.

Chapter 2

In verses 1 through 7 Paul repeats some of the thoughts expressed in chapter 1. “Y ou”
(Gentiles) who were dead in Sin, in the sway of Satan, “by nature children of wrath,”

have received God's mercy and grace, and been quickened “together with Christ.” (See
aso Colossans 2:13.) The Greek says, literdly, “raised uswith” and “ seeted us with”
Chrigt. The word “with” isthe Greek prefix sun in each case. We areraised “with” Christ
in the same experience, though separated by many years.

It is sgnificant to note how Paul usesthisterm “with” because he uses it later whereit is
sometimes misgpprehended, namely 1 Thessadonians 4:17, “caught up together with [sun]
them.” We share with them the same experience, but not at the same time. The saints of
past ages are resurrected “firs” and we gathered to be with them “ after that” (NIV).

The quickening Paul spoke of in Ephesiansis our present experience, waking in
“newness of life” (Romans 6:4). But thisis only the prelude to the glories beyond. “ That
in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus’ (verse 7). Here again Paul expressed the grandeur of our
cdl which is beyond our full gppreciation.

Verse 8 affirms again that our sdlvation is by God's grace, though secured through faith,
“and that not of yoursdlves: it isthe gift of God.” It may be wondered, from the English
versons, whether the “ gift of God” means“grace’ or “faith.” It isnether. The“it” refers
to our salvation. The word “grace’ is chariti, the word “fath” is pistews. Both are
feminine nouns. But the word “it” is masculine asis the verb “having been saved”

(Greek: seswsmenoi). Thisis“not of works’ (verse 9), as for example the works of the



law, but “through faith” (verse 8). We are to be engaged in good works as aresult of our
ganding (verse 10), but it is not the cause of our standing.

The Twain Made One

Verses 11-19 assure these brethren, “ Gentiles in the flesh,” formerly diens“from the
commonwedth of Isradl, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope,
and without God in theworld,” that Christ's desth has put an end to this estrangement.
“Y e who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Chrigt.” Paul likens the
remova of the barrier againg the Gentiles to the breaking down of the “middle wall of
partition” in the temple, beyond which Gentiles could not proceed.

Thus by his death Christ made “in himsdf of twain [Jew and Gentile] one new man [the
body of Christ], so making peace [between these two parts, and between them and God]
. .. that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross.. . . and preached
peace to you which were afar off [Gentileg], and to them that were nigh [Jews].” Thus
“through him we both have access by one spirit unto the Father”—a kind of access not
previoudy avallableto ether.

Paul continues this theme into chapter 3. Thisjoint inheritance of Jew and Gentile into
one body in Chrigt isamystery, “Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons
of men, asit isnow reveded unto his holy gpostles and [New Testament] prophets [¢f.
Revelation 18:20] by the spirit: that the Gentiles should be fdlow-heirs, and of the same
body, and partakers of his promisein Christ by the gospdl” (verses5, 6).

Chapter 4

Paul has now covered the doctrina points of his letter, and proceeds to the more purdly
admonitiond portions in the last three chapters. He seems primarily concerned about the
gpirit among them in their worship and eccesia In light of thelofty call they have
gracioudy received, they should “walk worthy” of this vocation “with dl lowliness and
meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love’ (verse 2). What better
quditiesto mark our digposition one to another?

The endeavor awaysisto “keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace’ (verse 3).
Thereis, after al, but one body, and one spirit, and one hope: one caling, one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of usdl. Should not our fellowship reflect this
spirit, dways? Or do impatience, unkindness, indgstence, even indignation, intrude to
separate the bonds of fraternd appreciation? Let it not be so with us. Let us demongtrate
fiddity to the principles Paul admonishes. By this means let us show our respect for this
gpodti€slife work and counsd.

One of the benefits Chrigt has endowed us with are the various servantsin the ecclesia,
apostles [sent out ones|, prophets [expounders], evangdists [those who witness|, pastors,
and teachers. Paul saysthese are among the “ gifts’ from our Lord, which he gave us after
he “ascended on high,” as prophesied in Psalm 68:18. Let us then cooperate with these



dear laborers. Let us shun a sullen spirit, a rancorous tone, a hogtile inflection, and
instead cooperate with the great shepherd by cooperating with the under- shepherds
(verses 7-13).

Paul further advises usto avoid the immordity of the world (verses 17-24), which are
“decetful lusts.” The vices of the world today are more accessible than they have ever
been. They can come into our homes through the airwaves, and even to our desktops
through our computers. Let us resolve that chastity of thought and conduct will be a
bedrock of our walk in Christ. We are to “put on the new man,” which is righteous and
holy.

Paul details other Snsto avoid: lying, unbridled anger, giving place to the devil, eding.
These are fundamentd issues of Christian conduct, but Paul deemed it wise to mention
them, and it iswise for us to be resolute about them. “Labor, working with [our] hands
the thing which is good, that [we] may have to give to him that needeth.” Let usforbid
oursalves from corrupt communication, but rather speak words of grace and edification.
Do we spesk of mundane, earthly things at our meetings? L et us endeavor to concentrate
on edifying things (verses 25-29).

“Grieve not the holy spirit of God.” Bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, evil spesking,
malice—these should be diminated. Do we harbor some bitterness toward sanctified
brethren? Let us root it out. Instead, be “kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another,” as Chrigt left us an example (verses 30-32).

Chapter 5

Paul reminds us of Christ's “ sweet-amdling savor” of sacrifice, aterm which in the Old
Testament usudly agpplies to burnt offerings, and to portions of the sn-offering burnt on
the brazen dtar. The love he showed in sacrifice should be the love exhibited among
ourselves. It dmost goes without saying that the impure deeds of the flesh are
incompatible with this, but Paul does list them: fornication, uncleanness, covetousness.
These are things which should “not be once named among you, as becometh saints’
(verse 3). He adds d <o filthiness, foolish speech, and jesting, to be subgtituted with
thanksgiving (verse 4).

The fruit of light should engage us, the fruit of darkness should be repulsed (verses 5-13).
Verse 14, “ Awake thou that deepest, and arise from the dead, and Chrigt shdl give thee
light,” may be areference to Jesus words in John 5:25. We are to walk circumspectly,
redeeming the time, be filled with the Spirit, encouraging one ancther with the noble
sentiments of psalms and hymns, aways thankful, and aways humble (verses 15-21).
There seemsto be very little of practica conduct that Paul did not itemize for us, ashe
meditated during his house arrest, what would be of valueto the saintsin living a
consecrated life. These words were intended to be read in the churches, reviewed,
consdered, and imbibed. Let us, dong with the origina recipients, live these exhortations
aso.



In verses 22-33 Paul turns his attention to some needful domestic concerns. What a
treasure of advice for the humbly minded are in these few verses. If dl wives were
respectful of their husbands, after the manner we wish to show respect for the headship of
Chrigt, how much of the wrangling in marriage would cease? What would a husband not
do for awife who fathfully exhibited this spirit? If you are awife, troubled by conflicts

in marriage, what may be the results of following this advice? Would it soften the heart

of your spouse?

Husbands are d 0 to take alesson from Christ's example. He loved the church so much
asto give hislife for them. Do we exhibit thiskind of care for our wives? If husbands
cared for their wives “as their own bodies,” would not our wives be al the more careful
to respect our leadership in the affairs of home and family? If you are a husband, troubled
by conflictsin marriage, what might result from making it apparent to your wife, in
thoughtful and constant ways which would be meaningful to her, that your heart's
affections are with her? Would this soften the heart of your spouse?

Chapter 6

In the final chapter Paul extends his family counsd to children and fathers, servants and
masters, advisng respect and faithfulness by those under authority, and temperance and
fairness by those exercising authority. Children should honor their fathers, fathers should
rase their children “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (verses 1-4). Servants
should render their service as unto Chrigt, and masters should remember “your Master
dsoisin heaven” (verses 1-9).

“Finaly, be srong in the Lord, and in the power of hismight” (verse 10). Thisisthe
introduction to an examination of the Chrigtian armor, reminding us that the enemiesin

our warfare are wicked spirits of great potency (verse 12). Against such enemies we need
the girdle of Truth, breastplate of Righteousness, sandas of Peace, shield of Faith, helmet
of Savation, and sword of the Spirit, “which [neuter, referring to Spirit, see Marshall's
Diaglott footnote] is the word of God” (verse 17).

Thisis our equipment. But beyond this proper attire, we must conduct ourselves with
“prayer and supplication in the spirit,” watchfulness, and perseverance (verse 18).

Paul concludes by asking prayers on his behdf, not for alessening of his burden, but for
fathfulness in his opportunities, that “1 may speak boldly” (verse 20). Tychicus, his
assistant and messenger, would fill them in on his various other circumstances when he
arrived. Then Paul closed as he opened, wishing on his readers “ peace to the brethren,
and love with faith, from God the Fether, and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace bewith al . . .
Amen.”



Philippi
Paul's " Thank-Y ou" Letter

But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press
on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ
Jesus.—Philippians 3:13,14, NIV

Leonard Griehs

The book of Acts describes how Paul was entreated to go to Macedonia to preach the
gospel. The main city there was Philippi, named after Macedonian king Philip 2nd, father
of Alexander the Great. A famous Roman highway, Via Egnatia, divided Philippi asit
approached the Thracian border €l even miles north of the seaport of Neopoalis. There was
an ancient fortress perched on a steep hill in the upper portion, overlooking the plain of
Dram and the Angites River. The more ancient name of the city, Crenides (Little
Fountains), was so named because of the numerous springs in the area. Philip 2nd
recognized its Strategic importance and captured the entire territory to protect Macedon
from Thrace. In 358 B.C., enlarged and fortified, it was renamed Philippi.

In 42 B.C., 90 years prior to Paul's visit, a bloody battle between leaders of opposing
Roman parties occurred on this site. Cassius was one of the congpirators who, aong with
Marcus Brutus, murdered Julius Caesar in 44 B.C. He was a supporter of the Pompeian
party and the Roman Republic. He and the other conspirators believed that Caesar
intended to do away with the Republic and rule by the Senate, setting up akingdom with
himsdlf asking. Ther bitter enemies were the men of the Second Triumvirate, Marc
Antony, Octavian, and Lepidus. Matters soon came to a crisis and the forces of the
Second Triumvirate defeated Cassius and Brutus at the Battle of Philippi. Both Cassius
and Brutus committed suicide after the battle. Of far greater importance to usisthe fact
that here was planted the first Christian ecclesia to gppear on Europesn soil.

Paul wasfirg led to Europe while on his second missonary journey in 50 A.D. through
avison hereceived a Troas. After landing at the Neopolis seaport, he made the short -
journey to Philippi, “the chief city of the port of Macedonia” The city was by then a
Roman colony (Acts 16:12). Originaly Roman colonies were military outposts since the
senate knew the importance of Roman citizens living in settlements throughout its
empire. For the town, it made life different, as there was no Roman provincid governor
and no property tax. Philippi was a miniature reproduction of Rome.

Officidly the language of the city was Létin, but most residents had to know Greek as
well. Archaeologica digs reved tablets and documents in both languages. With its close
access to the sea.and the border, the population grew quite diverse, dthough there were
three main eements. The first group, Roman colonists, condtituted the dominant ruling
class. The second, which was the largest in number, was a Macedonian group descended



from its historical stock. Findly, there was an Orientd group of migrants from the East as
the popularity of the Egnatian Way brought strangers from many lands.

Because Philippi was not acommercid city, Paul found few Jews and no synagogue—
only asmall “place of prayer” outsde the city by the riversde. Ten years later Paul wrote
this tenderhearted |etter while a prisoner at Rome. His greetings to a beloved and well-
edtablished church has many beautiful lessons for us. Their generodity in aiding Paul and
hisfdlow missonariesis a congant theme in the letter, asis the necessty for unity.

The Church

It is probable that most of the brethren in Philippi were Gentile. The city abounded in
idolatry and there was little tolerance for Paul's preaching. Paul conducted hisfirgt
meetingsin the home of Lydia, awedthy merchant of expensive dyed cloth who became
an early follower (Acts 16). Another follower was the once demon-possessed, fortune-
telling dave girl exorcised by Paul and Silas. Later Paul baptized the locd jailer who had
held them captive for preaching the gospdl.

Tertullian, athird century teacher and historian, wrote that the Roman leaders were
greatly disturbed to find Chrigtians among Philippi's loca authorities, and even to find
them in the emperor's own household (Philippians 4:22). Despite this movement into
Roman circles of authority, the church gpparently held its purity since Paul referred to
them as“my joy and my crown” (Philippians 4:1).

On histhird missonary trip, Paul visted the church twice—on hisway out and on his
return. It is not surprising that when they learned of Paul’s imprisonment in Rome, the
Philippian brethren sent a delegation led by Epaphroditus with a persond gift and wishes
of encouragement. The epidtie to the Philippiansis Paul's “thank you” letter.

Outline of the Book

Paul wrote the book while under house arrest in Rome, chained to a guard day and night,
and waiting for atria that might cost him hislife. He was not anxious about his Stuetion
as evidenced by hiswordsin Philippians 4:11, “Not that | spesk from want; for | have
learned to be content in whatever circumstance | am.”

1. Experiences (chapter 1). Paul'sfirst expressons of joy reflect the mutud love he
shared with these brethren. While others sometimes questioned Paul's position and
authority, the Philippians supported him generoudy, both spiritudly and physically.

A. Partnership (verses 1-11). Paul's gregting shows evidence of hisintimacy with the
church, as he addresses dll the “saints,” the overseers, the deacons and the leaders. Many,
if not mogt of these, he must have trained personaly, and they in turn helped him spread
the word early in Europe, as he says*“in view of your participation in the gospd from the
first day until now” (verse 5, NASV). Paul expresses his confidence that even though heis



absent from them, God will continue to work with them and give them a deeper spiritua
undergtianding (verses 6-10).

B. Preaching (verses 12-30). When Paul talks of his confident joy in the midst of trying
gtuations, a least one of those hearing the letter when it arrived a Philippi must have
nodded slently. Thejaler knew that intimidation, beating, and even being locked in
chains could not deter Paul'sjoy in the Lord. Perhaps an elder or deacon now in the
church, he dated his own rebirth from that night when Paul and Silas began to sing hymns
asthey awaited trid in the Philippian city jail. More than others, he may have understood
the inner conviction of the gpostle when he heard verse 21, “For meto liveis Chrigt, and
todieisgan.”

2. Examples (chapter 2). The chapter begins with “If therefore” and so should be read as
a continuation of the thought concluding chapter one. After admonishing each oneto
“conduct yoursdlf in a manner worthy of the gospd of Christ” Paul explains thet true

unity revedsitsdf in the same sdifless servitude demondirated by Jesus.

A. Christ (verses 1-18). Paul uses Jesus example of foregoing his position
with God as amember of the divine family to become human asthe basis
for true service in the body of Chrigt. The King James version reads
awkwardly when it implies that Jesus “did not consider it robbery to be
equa to God” in his pre-human exisence. Is Paul telling Chrigtians that
they should be of the same mind as Chrigt in not thinking it robbery to be
equa to God as they contemplate a heavenly inheritance? Theologian
Henry Cadbury caled Philippians 2:5-7 one of the most difficult passages
to trandate, but credits the New English Bible with an admirable attempt
a clarifying it: “Let your bearing towards one another arise out of your
lifein Chrig Jesus. For the divine nature was his from the first; yet he did
not think to snatch at (Greek: harpagmos) equdity with God, but made
himsdlf nothing, assuming the nature of adave.” Was “equdity with God”
something Jesus perceived himsdf to have whilein the “form of God” or
was he promised it as something future for hiswork as a redeemer?
Wilson's Emphatic Diaglott helps to resolve the thought with its
rendering: “Let this digpostion bein you, which was dso in Chrigt Jesus,
who though being in God's form, did not meditate a usurpation
(harpagmos) to be like God.” Jesus never contemplated that his position as
the one through whom al things were made (John 1:3) set him on a par
with God, but instead, became a servant to al those below him.

B. Co-workers (verses 19-30). Paul especidly commends two who were
fine examples of the kind of service he cherished, Timothy and
Epaphroditus. Timothy's service to Paul is one of our greatest examples of
tested and tota commitment, the same kind of commitment we ought to
havein our service to one another and to Christ. Timothy was uprooted
frequently to help Paul in furthering the gospe, but he was away's reedy
and willing to go. Epaphroditus had brought the offering of the brethren to



Paul and must have been one of Paul's personal friends. Heis cited for his
geadfastness and faithfulness in carrying out his duties even when he was
“dick to the point of death.”

3. Exhortations (chapter 3). Paul recaps his previous points to remind the brethren that
relying on legdigtic sandards rather than God's grace brings great danger. Since most
members of this ecclesiawere Gentile by birth, Paul's words suggest that some of the
leaders who were Hebrew were trying to teach that converting to Judaism was first
necessary before one could be spirit begotten.

A. Legalism (verses 1-16). Judaizer was a common term used to describe
one who argued that because Jesus was Jewish and born under the law,
that meant circumcision (coming under the law covenant) wasfirst
necessary for Gentiles before receiving the gospd. Paul cdlsthose
brethren evil workers. Asatrained rabbi and member of the Sanhedrin, he
understood Judaism better than many who were teaching it in Philippi and
elsawhere. True circumcision, he says, comes in the heart, not the flesh,
and rises out of faith in Jesus. Paul uses himsdlf as an example of onewho
had trusted in human works rather than the grace of God to justify. Now,
like arunner who wastes no time looking back, Paul expends his energy in
seeking a heavenly prize that comes from deve oping the fruits of the

gpirit, not from keeping the works of the flesh.

B. Lawlessness (verses 17-21). Their idolatrous surroundings were a
constant threat and temptation for the brethren at Philippi. Asaminiature
of Rome, sensuous living undoubtedly was accepted by the citizenry.
Notorious for its debauchery, Rome created an atmaosphere not dways
conducive to Chrigtian living. It was expected that Romans welcomed this
opportunity for celebration. A famous epitaph in Rome reed, “1 was nat, |
am, | shdl not be” Roman citizens lived for the day. Paul reminds his
brethren that they have a hope built on citizenship (“conversation” in the
KJV) in heaven, which far surpasses any pleasures of the flesh in this
lifetime

4. Enablement (chapter 4). Paul expands on the results of practicing the Chrigt-like
attitude that he introduced in chapter two. This attitude when put into practice should
produce unity among the brethren. He reflects on how God's presence should result in a
peaceful end to any Stuation.

A. Peace with others (verses 1-3). Paul must have spent a greet ded of
time talking with Epaphroditus about the ecclesawhen the latter visted
him in Rome. Asaresult, Paul's epistle isfilled with references to
particular brethren and particuar circumstances. Euodias (feminine) and
Syntyche (feminine) were two deaconesses (“those women who labored
with mein the gogpd”) in the ecclesawho had some difference of



opinion. Paul requests Clement (not the same as the historica writer) and
othersto intervene to restore harmony in the classthere.

B. Peace with self (verses 4-9). Inner peace comes from having aright
atitude. Just as Paul was content in any state in which he found himsdif,
he encouraged dl the brethren to congder the things of God—truth,
honesty, jugtice, purity, loveliness, virtue—in their thoughts. No
circumstance, no matter how difficult, should cause atrue believer to lose
hisjoy in Christ. Positive thinking breeds right actions.

C. Peace with circumstances (verses 10-23). Paul ends hisletter rgoicing
and giving thanks for the Philippians generosity and care for himintime

of affliction. Assuring them not to worry since his joy produces

contentment with any circumstance, Paul has peace knowing that God
caresfor him and the brethren at Philippi.

Subsequent History

With this epistle, the Philippian church fades from the biblical record. Later, in second
century church hitory, it is mentioned in connection with the martyrdom of Ignatius, an
early church bishop in Antioch. Ignatius was being taken to Rome in chains dong the
famous Egnatian Way. As the entourage of soldiers stopped a Philippi, the church there
ministered greatly to Ignatius. Portions of aletter from Polycarp, another early leader of
the second century and co-worker with Ignatius, to the church a Philippi have been
discovered among early Chrigtian writings, containing a commendation for this tender act
of mercy. The church Paul so loved apparently continued its devotion after his deeth.

Sometime between the second and fourth centuries, the church a Philippi likely changed.
It is rarely mentioned in the records of the councils of the fourth and fifth centuries.
Today, the former city liesin ruins. Sometime during that 200 years between Ignatius
degth and the councils, the fervent dedication and service o noted and cherished by Paull,
perhaps led to persecution and deliverance. Perhaps when Chrigtianity became the officia
religion of Rome, the church in the city cdled the miniature Rome was engulfed by those
not knowing of its history and diligence. Perhgpsiitslight of faith and charity no longer
shown. We do not know for sure. We only know that the church there in Paul's day was
one of hismost loved and cherished—the only one who communicated with him
concerning “giving and receiving” (Philippians 4:15). May that church remain our

shining example of the true Chridtian spirit.



Colossae

Things in Earth and Things in Heaven

Having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto
himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.—Colossians
1:20

Jeff Mezera

Colossae was acity of Phrygiain the Roman province of Ada, located in the south west
of AsaMinor. It was Situated on a hill about twelve miles north of Laodicea, near agreat
trading route from Ephesus to the Euphrates. Another neighboring city, Hierapolis, was
aso important to travelers on the trade route, but paled in comparison to the importance
of Colossag's reputation as atextile center. The area was renowned for the “collossinus,”
apeculiar wool which was probably purple or red in color.

While Laodicea was the capita of Phrygia, Colossae was known as one of Phrygia's most
opulent cities until both, dong with severd other cities, were destroyed by an earthquake
in the tenth year of Nero (65 A.D.).

Although dl recovered from the earthquake, and the neighboring cities of Hiergpolis and
Laodiceaincreased in importance, Colossae declined until the 7th and 8th centuries when
it was overrun by the Saracens. The church in Colossae was destroyed by the Turksin the
12th century and eventudly the city smply disgppeared.

When?

Paul wrote the letters to the Ephesians and Colossians near the end of hisfirst
imprisonment in Rome. It isfor this reason that these two letters are generdly called the
“twin” letters. There isasmilarity between the Colossians and Ephesans epidtles. It
probably was not only due to their closenessin the time of composition, but possibly
there were pardlel circumstances in both cities that needed to be addressed individually
by Paul.

It isaso evident that aletter to Philemon and another to Laodicea were written
contemporaneoudy because Tychicus and Onesimus delivered the letters to Colossae,
Laodicea, and Philemon &t the same time (Colossans 4:7-9; Philemon 10-12; Ephesians
6:21,22). Colossians 4:16 states that this | etter to Colossae was to be shared with the
brethren in Laodicea and the letter to Laodicea was to go to the brethren in Colossze.

Although Paul visited Ephesusin some of his missonary journeys, no record is

mentioned of hisvisgiting Colossae. Paul does make arequest of Philemon (Philemon 22)
to prepare alodging for him when he was to be reeased from prison, but it is not an event
whichis recorded in Scripture or known to have occurred. Colossians 4:3 and Ephesians



6:19 suggest that in fact hisimprisonment ended in desth. Others suggest that he was
released from prison and that his prayers for ddiverance were answered. Still no mention
ismade of avidt by Paul to Colossaein any of hisletters or in any known historica
record. This shows Paul's confidence that his prayers would be answered. We too should
pray believing that our prayers will be answered if they are in harmony with the will of
God, accepting the fact that they may not (Matthew 21:22).

Paul had some persond contact with most of the churches to which he wrote but not this
one. In hisletter to the Colossans, he wrote that he had only heard of their great faith and
love for the saints through his friend Epaphras. It was Epaphras, one of Paul'sfellow
prisoners (Philemon 23), who spoke to Paul about the church in Colossae. Perhaps it was
Epaphras himsdlf who started the church there (4:12).

The church in Colossae was compaosed of mostly Gentiles, but there were Judaizing
elements which attempted to mix the Chrigtian faith with certain Jewish mysticism.

Cicero (Pro Flacco 68) esimates there were over ten thousand Jewish maesliving in the
areaof Laodicea, Hiergpolis, and Colossae.

Introduction

From the first verse of Colossians until verse nine, Paul spesks about himsdlf and
Timothy. Other epistles dso show that Timothy was then helping Paul. He is named six
times in the address of Paul's letters to the churches: here and in the firgt verse of 2
Corinthians, Philippians, 1 and 2 Thessdonians, and Philemon.

Chapter 1

Paul cals himsdf an “gpostle’ (the " sent out one’) and Timothy is described as a brother.
Indmog dl of hisletters, except Thessdonians and Philemon, he used thetitle

“gpostle” He usesthistitle to emphasize his authority, that what he saysis from God,

and they should take notice of hiswords (1:1,2). In Colossians 1:1 and 1:25 he says that
even though heisan gpodle, it is not because of his own doing, but because it wasthe
will of God. Paul's earnest desire for the Colossians was that they should be filled with
the knowledge of the Father'swill in dl wisdom and spiritudl understanding (1:3-12). He
wanted them to walk worthy of the Lord (1:9-11).

The next verses are trangtion passages to show how Jesus has accomplished the plan for
the Father's kingdom. Thiswas al accomplished through the blood of Christ on the cross
and is the reason we dso have forgiveness of sins (1:12-14).

The Father's will isfor the reconciliation of al thingsin heaven and earth (1:20). These
arethe samedl things (1:16,17) in heaven and earth which were created through the son
(1:15-20).



Selah
We should pause for amoment and consider the wonder of the reconciliation.

“And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile dl things
unto himsdlf; by him, | say, whether they be thingsin earth, or thingsin heaven” (1:20).
How are dl thingsin earth and heaven reconciled by the blood?

Wewere al borninto sn and are al condemned because of the condemnation of Adam.
“By the offense of one judgment came upon al men to condemnation” (Romans 5:18).
Like David, we were born in sn and shgpen in iniquity (Psalm 51:5).

The earth also was cursed because of Adam's transgression. God says to Adam, “ Because
thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast esten of the tree, of which |
commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not et of it: cursed isthe ground for thy sake’
(Geneds 3:17). Thisiswhy Romans 8:22 says that we “know that the whole cregation
groaneth and travaileth in pain together.”

Reconciliation is a bringing back into aformer sate of harmony (Strongs #604). The
entire human race and dl thingsin earth will be reconciled to God because of the blood
of Christ on the cross. The passage in Colossans 1:20 is comparable to asmilar
gatement in Ephesians *Having made known unto us the mystery of hiswill, according
to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himsdlf: that in the dispensation of the
fullness of times he might gather together in one dl thingsin Chrigt, both which arein
heaven, and which are on earth; even in him” (Ephesians 1:9,10).

Romans 5:19 states. “For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by
the obedience of one shdl many be made righteous.” While this explains how dl things
in earth are reconciled, how are al things in heaven reconciled? Let us review Colossans
1:20 again: “ And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile
.. . thingsin heaven.” How does the blood reconcile things in heaven?

Paul continues to explain thisin the next few verses. “ And you, that were sometime
dienated and enemiesin your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled in the
body of his flesh through degth, to present you holy and unblamesble and unreprovesble
in hissight: if ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from
the hope of the gospd” (1:21-23).

We are tentatively reconciled now because we have accepted the gospel of the atonement
of Chrig and IF we continue in the faith and do not remove oursdves from the hope of
the gospd. Our promiseif we remain faithful is thet we will live and reign with Christ for
athousand years (Revelaion 20:4). We shall be kings and priests and “we shdl reign on
[Greek: epi, over] the earth” (Revelation 5:10). We will “take the kingdom, and possess
the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever, and al dominions shall serve and obey

him” (Dand 7:18, 27).



Jesus created dl thingsin heaven and earth, as well as thrones, dominions, principdities,
and powersthat are in heaven and earth (1:16). They dl will serve and obey him. But,
“Do ye not know that the saints shal judge theworld?. . . Know ye not that we shdl
judge angels?’ (1 Corinthians 6:2,3). We who serve Christ now, who are not removed
from the hope of the gospd and who are found faithful unto deeth (Reveation 2:10) will
reign with Christ; we will judge men and angdswith Chrigt, and with Chrigt we shdl
“crush Satan under [foot] shortly” (Romans 16:20; Genesis 3:15). Thisis how even the
heavens will be reconciled at the end when Jesus delivers the kingdom to the Father,
when dl enemies are under hisfedt, including the last enemy desth (1 Corinthians 15:24-
28).

Paul continues to explain that the Colossians should understand what Jesus did for us and
recognize their repongility. Like the church of Colossae, we know what condition we
came from, and we aso know our present condition in Christ. We should continue in the
faith grounded and settled, and “ not moved away from the hope of the gospel” (1:21-23).

Earlier in the chapter Paul explained that he was an apostle; here he describes what it is
that he is minigering. He explans hisrole in the mystery of Christ and describesthe role
of al beieversin that mystery and why he preaches this mystery to every man (1:23to
2:3).

Chapter 2

Paul givesthe Colossans awarning to keep close to Christ and away from the world. He
reminds them that they took on Chrigt, and that they should continue in him, and that
together they can give praise to God as they remain rooted and strong in the faith (2:4-8).
The advice the gpostle gives to the Colossians should aso be taken into our hearts. We
should “take care’ that we do not go after “the beliefs of men and the theories of the
world instead of Christ” (2:8, Bible in Basic English).

“For in him dwelleth dl the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him,
which isthe head of dl principdity and power” (Colossians 2:9,10). We are reminded
just as the Colossians were, that Jesus is now exalted to the divine nature. Jesus was
“raised from the dead” to this position and now our trespasses condemning us are
forgiven because he took the condemnation that was written againgt us and nailed it to the
cross (Colossans 2:14). Jesus was given this power and authority from God (Matthew
28:18). Asthe son of God is complete in the Father, we are only complete in Jesus (2:9-
14).

The next portion of the epistle examines how belief in the doctrine of Christ changes our
lives, thet rituds are no longer important, and that we should let no man judge usin
respect to how we live our lives. Thisis because the laws, feadts, festivds, rituds,
holidays, and the sabbath were dl shadows of the thingsto come (2:15-17).

The church of Colossae was involved with certain worldly philosophies and wisdom
(2:18, 19). There was some sort of heresy in Colossae which Paul addressed at this point



in hisletter. This heresy probably evolved from the amagametion of the Jewish and

Greek cultures. Whatever this heresy was, it was most likely one of the reasons that Paull
wrote this letter and why he stressed the superiority of Chrit (1:15-18), rebuked “angel
worship” (2:18), and wrote againgt the commandments and doctrines of men (2:20-23).

Thereis no reason to believe that the Christians of Colossae worshipped angels for there
is no evidence that any Jew or Gentile ever worshipped angels. Paul's focusin this
portion of hisletter was to bring an answer to certain ideas that the Colossian church had.
We do not have enough information to determine what these ideas were except for what
Paul wrote in this letter. “While some have ascribed these teachings to Gnostic or Essene
sources, they more likely derive from aform of Jewish Chrigtianity modified by

influences from Hellenigtic astrology and perhaps from the pagan mystery cults”
(Harper's Bible Dictionary)

“This does not mean, as it seems to me, that they would themselves worship angels, or
that they would teach othersto do it—for thereis no reason to bdieve this. Certainly the
Jewish teachers, whom the gpostle seems to have had particularly in his eye, would not
do it; nor isthere any evidence that any class of fase teachers would deliberately teach
that angels were to be worshipped.” (Barnes’ Notes on the New Testament)

The “worshipping of angels’ has been a difficult phrase for many trandators and Bible
scholarsto interpret. It would be strange for Christians with a certain Judaizing influence
to worship angdls since that was forbidden by Jewish law and customs. Perhgpsthe
Colossians were emulating the reverentid attitude of angels.

“The word rendered worship . . . occursin the New Testament only here, in Acts 26:5,
and James 1:26, 27, in each of which places it is rendered religion. It means here the
religion, or the spirit of humble reverence and devotion which is evinced by the angdls,
and this accords well with the meaning in James 1:26, 27. . . . Vanly puffed up by his
fleshly mind.” (Barnes' Notes on the New Testament)

We must fight againgt worldly “wisdom.” Paul asks arhetorical question: If you be dead
with Chrigt from this world, then why as though you were il living in the world do you
subject yourselves to ordinances? These things seem to be wise in asort of wisdom, but
in redity they focus our attention on the things of this earth rather than the heavenly
things to which we should be giving our atention (2:20-23).

Chapter 3

We are to seek heavenly things and set our gods to be with himin glory, not on the
things of this earth. When Christ gppears, then we shal gppear with himin glory (3:1-4).
In these verses Paul gives us practical ways of how to put off the old man and how we
can put him to deeth (3:5-9). The gpostle then details what our lifein Chrigt is about.
Instead of the “Thou shalt not” list he gave usin verses 5-9 he here givesus alist of
“Thou shdts’ (3:10-15).



Paul reminds usthat as Christianswe are dl a part of the body of Christ and he
admonishes usin the ways of how we are to interact with other brethren and how to edify
each other in psalms, hymns, and spiritua songs. Whatever we do we should do in the
name of Jesus and give thanks to the Father because of what Jesus has donein our lives
(3:15-17).

In the next portion of the epistle, Paul continues to give us practica waysto live thislife
in Chrigt, aswell as the spiritud things we should do and not do. He reminds us again
that we should not live after the commandments and doctrines of men (3:17-25).

Continuing hisligt of practicd waysto live our livesin Chrigt, Paul admonishes waysto
live Chrigtian livesin the family as husbands, wives, parents, and children. He describes
how we should encourage each other in the most holy faith and try not to discourage each
other by the ways in which we may act in the family (3:17-21).

Next he admonishes servants to obey their masters. In our work place today we should do
the same. We should work for our employers not asif we were working for mere men,

but asif we were working for the Lord himsdf (3:21-25). Paul explainsto masters how
they areto treet their servants. If we are employers, we should keep Paul's advice in mind
because we too have a Master in heaven (4:1).

Chapter 4

Chapter four concludes this epistle with generd greetings to those of whom Paul was
acquainted, and aso to those who Paul had heard of within the Colossian church. He
encourages them to share their letter with the church of Laodicea (4:16) and that the
Laodicean church should shareits letter with the Colossians. Perhaps the things that Paul
writes to the Colossians were Smilar to the experiences Laodicea was having (4:7-18).

How can we accomplish the things Paul writes about in this letter to the Colossans? We
should devote ourselvesto prayer. He gave us alist of “thou shdt nots” and “thou shalts’
earlier inthe third chapter, but in this chapter he reminds us that we should aso watch
and pray for those who are preaching the gospd, that we should thank God for dl his
mercies toward us (4:2-4).

We, like the Colossians, should conduct oursdves in wisdom with those who are not
Chrigtians (4:4-6). We should let our speech aways be with grace, giving to every man
the reason of the hope that isin us (1 Peter 3:15).



Thessalonica

Struggles of an Infant Church

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: and Paul, as his manner was, went in
unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the Scriptures.—Acts 17:1,2

Michael Brann

The digtance from Philippi to Amphipolis was thirty-three miles, from Amphipolisto
Apollonia, thirty miles, and from Apolloniato Thessdonica, thirty-seven miles; indl one
hundred miles. The whole of this distance was over one of the celebrated military roads
built by the Romans, and eegantly paved with flagstones, cdled the Egnatian Way.
Running east and west, it served as a naturd path over which to carry the gospe.

Having found no synagogue in either Amphipolis or Apollonia, these faithful proclaimers
of the good news rgjoiced to find one in Thessalonica, a thriving metropolis on the
seacoast.

The Jewish synagogues were ostensibly conducted on aliberd basis, most often in the
nature of a didogue, anyone of reasonable ability being free to show what he could of the
teaching of the Scriptures. The apostle's manner of presentation asalogica and
connected reasoner appealed to many in the audience, composed of both Jews and Greek
converts to Judaism.

Asusud Paul began hiswork in the synagogue. His great success was not so much
among the Jews as among the Gentiles atached to the synagogue. Thisinfuriated the
Jews. They regarded Paul as robbing them before their very eyes of those who lent strong
financia and socia support. The Jews stooped to the lowest methods to hinder Paul. First
they gtirred up the rabble. Then, when they had dragged Jason and his friends before the
magidrates, they charged the Chrigtian missonaries with preaching politica insurrection.
They knew their charge to be alie and yet it was couched in very suggestive terms.
“Those,” they said, “who are upsetting the civilized world have arrived here’ (KJV:
“these that have turned the world upside down”).

Asaresult, Paul and Silas were whisked away from further trouble by the brethren and
sent on their way to Bereawhere they again immediately resorted to the synagogue to
dart their usual process once again.

Conditions in the Thessalonica Church
What is known about this church indicates that conditions were ripe for opportunities for

expressons of love and patience and a sense of community on the one hand, or for
intolerance, impatience, and divison on the other. Apparently both were exercised. There



were both Greek and Jew, mae and female, prominent and ordinary, wealthy and poor,
lovers of light and lovers of tradition. Nearly dl its members were new Chrigtians, mere
babesin Christ.

On the pogitive sde, thisinfant church had gained a reputation throughout the region in
two important areas of Christian character: suffering as Chrigtians and brotherly love.

Paul writes: “And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word
in much affliction, with joy of the holy spirit: o that ye were ensamplesto dl that
beievein Macedoniaand Achaia. But astouching brotherly love ye need not thet | write
unto you: for ye yoursaves are taught of God to love one another. And indeed ye do it
toward al the brethren which arein al Macedonia’ (1 Thessaonians 1:6,7; 4:9,10).

On the negative Side, Paul's accusers apparently suggested that he was a deceiver (1
Thessa onians 2:3), amoney-making schemer (1 Thessaonians 2:9; Philippians 4:16; 1
Corinthians 9:14,15) and aflatterer (1 Thessalonians 2:5).

Apparently, there was dso atendency toward old heathen practices of fornication (1
Thessdonians 4:3-8), habitua laziness (4:10-12), doctrina error regarding the
resurrection (4:13-18), and socia cliques (5:13,15,20,26, 27).

Paul's 1st Letter to the Thessalonians

Despite the problems in the church at Thessalonica and without regard to his own life,
Paul was very intense and anxious to re-vist the brethren there. Here are his emationdly
charged words on the subject: “But we proved to be gentle among you, asanursng
mother tenderly cares for her own children. Having thus afond affection for you, we
were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God but aso our own lives,
because you had become very dear to us’ (1 Thessalonians 2:7,8, NAS).

Further on he adds, ”But we, brethren, having been bereft of you for a short while—in
person, not in spirit—were al the more eager with great desire to see your face. For we
wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more than once—and yet Satan thwarted us. For who is
our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Isit not even you, in the presence of our Lord
Jesus at his coming? For you are our glory and joy.”—1 Thessalonians 2:17-20, NAS

We do not know precisdy how Satan hindered Paul from hisvigit. Perhgpsit was unduly
jeopardizing Jason and the others who had been taken (see Acts 17:6-9). We do know it
was not from lack of care or concern. What an example thisis for those who serve as
shepherds of the Lord's flock!

In his absence, he sent hisfirg epistle to them. It was gpparently the first letter Paul sent
to any church. It isdated around A.D. 50 or early A.D. 51 during his second missionary
journey while he wasin Corinth.



The tone of the letter iswarm, loving, and ingtructive. Having been impressed with their
love, zed, hospitdity, and reception of the truth, he affirms these fine quditiesin them
first before imparting needful criticism and suggestions.

Halfway through chapter 4 and into chapter 5, Paul teaches them about the resurrection of
the dead. Being new Chrigtians and not fully ingtructed in many details regarding the
divine plans and purposes, they apparently had the idea (or else were being led to believe)
that Christians who died prior to the Lord's second advent would not be resurrected.

1 Thessalonians 4:13- 17 has been the subject of much discussion in the Chrigtian world
for the last two centuries. Many commonly refer to Paul's description as the “rapture” of
the church. In the second epistle Paul corrects their erroneous thinking thet the Lord's
second presence would happen in their day. Here he puts the resurrection in the
appropriate sequentia order for them (and us). He says those faithful Chrigtians who have
falen adeep shdl rise a our Lord's second advent, prior to those then living & thet time.
These othersin turn, asthey die, will not need to deep in desth but will beraised
immediately (caught up) to be with the Lord. Here are afew related Scriptures showing
the necessity of dying before aresurrection would take place: Revelation 2:10; Matthew
10:22; 24:13; Psdm 82:7; 2 Timothy 4:7,8.

The Thessdonians were not the only ones needing ingtruction about the resurrection. The
entire 15th chapter of Paul'sfirst letter to the Corinthiansis devoted to this subject. Here
again, the sounding of the last trump(et), the return of the Lord, the raising of the dead in
Chrigt, and the necessity for the living (corruptible) to put on incorruption through the
means of death are detailled. How happy we are that the Thessdonians and Corinthians
communicated their doubts and questions on this subject for the greet apostle Paul to
answer. Now, two thousand years later, we have a correct understanding of these issues
aswell. (See also our Lord's word on this subject in Matthew 24:29-31.)

Thisfirg letter closes with severd pithy admonitions worthy of our attention: “Rejoice
evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for thisisthe will of God in
Chrigt Jesus concerning you. Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. Provedl
things, hold fast that which is good. Abgtain from al appearance of evil.”—1
Thessdonians 5:16-22

Paul's 2nd Letter to the Thessalonians

The brethren a Thessal onica began to receive greet persecutions shortly after Paul's first
letter arrived. Because of this, some in the church began to teach that the Lord had indeed
invishbly returned and that the great judgment day had begun. Again, the tender and
fatherly gpostle begins a second letter with affirmation of them and thanksgiving for them
before launching into the major intent of his second letter which was to correct their
erroneous thinking.

Bdieving that the great judgment day had begun would, of necessity, have caused much
darm and agitation in the church. “Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the



coming of our Lord Jesus Chrigt, and our gathering together to him, that you may not be
quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed elther by a spirit or amessage or a
letter asif from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come” (2 Thessalonians
2:1,2, NASB).

The Thessaonians expectations were haf-right and haf-wrong. They expected the right
thing but at the wrong time! They were correct in their expectation that the Lord would
indeed return invisibly so Paul did not need to address that issue. He did not have to ask
them if they had literally seen Jesus on the direet or in the air or in their midst. They, like
the gpostles in Matthew 24.3, were looking at the signs which would indicate his
presence. They Smply misread the time this was to occur.

Once again this erroneous belief led to afuller explanation by the gpostle of another facet
of the manner and events associated with our Lord's return. Not only does Paul indicate
that the Lord would return invisbly, he clearly stated that some time would pass and
circumstances fulfilled before the Lord would return. He writes. L et no man deceive you
by any means. for that day shdl not come, except there come afdling away firgt, and that
man of Sn be reveded, the son of perdition; who opposeth and exdteth himsalf above dl
that is called God, or that isworshipped; so that he as God stteth in the temple of God,
shewing himself that he is God. Remember ye nat, that, when | was yet with you, | told
you these things? And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be reveded in his
time. For the mydtery of iniquity doth dready work: only he who now letteth will Iet,

until he be taken out of the way. And then shdl that Wicked be reveded, whom the Lord
shdl consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shal destroy with the brightness of his
coming” (2 Thessaonians 2:3-8).

Two important events must occur before the Lord would return. Firgt, there must be a
great “fdling away” from the faith once ddivered to the saints; second, it would develop
into the “Man of Sin” which would eventudly be reveded or understood and then
destroyed. This, of course, necessitates alengthy period of time for afase religious
system to grow, develop, and temporarily overwhelm the true saints of God. Our Lord
mentions this same process of eventsin Matthew 13:24-30 in the parable of the wheat
and the tares. the whest fidld is overrun with tares (false Chrigtians) after “men” (the
gpodles) fdl adeep in death. The fidd would be left to grow unhindered until the harvest
at the end of the age when once again, the Lord of the harvest (Jesus) would be present.

It is not our object here to thoroughly inquire into the Scriptural and higtorica
identification of the “Man of Sin,” but we agree with most Protestant Bible students of
the past who saw thisfulfilled in the Papacy. Studies in the Scriptures, vol. 2, ppg. 267-
361.>

There are many lessons we can gain from studying Paul's letters to the Thessalonians. We
appreciae Paul's unyieding love for the brethren whom he brought to the Lord. Twice he
returned to visit his* children” whom he nurtured in the faith. No doubt they reciprocated
their love to him and to the truth to which he pledged hislife to serve.



In common with dl the little congregations of the Lord's people, whether established by
Paul or any of the other evangelizing disciples, they were soon to be tested. As he Sated
in Acts 20:29, “For | know this, thet after my departing shal grievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the flock.” Hence, Paul's dlosing sdutation is. “The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you dl” (2 Thessdonians 3:18).



Poems

Visions Of Eden

God, in Hisinfinite wisdom, above,

Has promised aworld that is based on Hislove.
Mankind, though falen, sick, and depraved,

Shdl arise from the gin that has kept them endaved.

A world filled with hope ... could it be true?
Blessngsfor dl -- both Gentile and Jew?

Yes, itisso, for in HisWord He has said,
The billions of earth shdl awake from the dead.

All who have died, adeep in the grave,
Shdl aise a Hiscdl -- the "Mighty to Save."
Then, one by one, anew world they'll grest,
And dl shdl rgoiceto bow at His feet.

Loved ones with loved ones, stand hand in hand,
Asvisons of Eden encompass the land.
Tears of the past, replaced by a song,
Sing loud the praises that right every wrong.

And those who were caled from the legions of earth,
Shdl be changed in amoment and witness a birth
To heavenly redms, aprize rich indeed,
And dispense dl the blessings of Abraham's seed.

--Robert Brand



What Must It Be to
Be There?

We spesk of the land of the blet,
A country so bright and so fair,
And oft are its glories confessed,
But what mugt it be to be there?

We spesk of the pathways of gold,
Itswalls decked with jewels so rare,
Its wonders and pleasures untold,
But what must it be to be there?

We speak of its peace and itslove,
The robes which the glorified wear,
The songs of the blessed above,
But what mugt it be to be there?

We spesk of its freedom of sin,
From sorrow, temptation, and care,
From trias without and within,

But what mugt it be to be there?

Wadter Sargent,
Poems of the Way, page 161



Bound By Invisible Bonds

Across our native land and beyond the distant seq,

A humble, longing people, would lift up their heartsto Thee

O Father, how were scattered, how our tents are pitched apart,
But we long to be together, with the loved ones of our heart.

But, Father, in our scattered state, we thank thee for the chain
Thet binds our heartsin unison, while we on earth remain;

The bond which makes it possible, though scattered far and wide,
To love s0 close and love s0 dear each member of that Bride.

Were glad, € en though the flesh is bound unto a certain place,
The spirit's free in thought to be with every child of grace.

We re with each brother in hiswork, no matter where he be:
In prayer, in love, in daily thought, to wish him victory.

And even where a saint may be whom we have never met,
Some isolated gem, perchance, no brother's seen as yet,

Sweset waves of love go from that heart to each devoted soul,
Unintroduced by earthly form, we' ve reached communion’s godl.

S0, loved ones, while we miss your face, we know your heart is here.
We vefelt the power of your prayers, effectua and sincere.

The many milesthat intervene may keep the flesh gpart,

But with it theré a closeness naught of earth can € er impart.

Benjamin Barton, “Pilgrim Echoes,” page 503



NEWS AND VIEWS

Pastoral Bible Institute News

www.heraldmag.org

We are pleased to announce an improvement to our web site. Pointing and clicking on a
new “View Booklet” icon next to each publication listed on our literature page causes the
text of that publication to be displayed. Thiswill be gppreciated by those who want to
read a booklet immediately. Of course we will continue to mail booklets to those who
request them.

L etters

The world has changed in the last few days and we are now in perilous times as evil
seems to be rampant (globa) and there is no way out except the kingdom; we pray it will
come soon and bring peace to a fear-filled world. | did not redlize how much hate there
was in the world and man's inhumanity to man. Our Lord only can bring peace and sttle
al the problems confronting al nations. We haveto trust in him and | think heisletting
mankind see the exceeding sinfulness of sn and what it brings.

The truth has been a blessng and may we continue to pray, Thy Kingdom Come. | love
my Herads and look forward to each issue. May the Lord bless you in his service.

—A reader in Louisana

World News
Religious

Editor's Note: Since 1999, we have consistently selected clippings describing the harsh
rule of the Taliban in Afghanistan. With the war being waged by the U.S. there, it is
interesting in hindsight to note the early signals to trouble almost two years ago by some
observers such as the one following. While great effort has been made to avoid an attack
on Islam, this and subsequent clippings suggest the difficulty of confining the war to
Afghanistan, identifying all the enemies, and resolving the issue quickly. We may be
seeing a permanent change in the religious environment of the world.

Robert Kaplan visited the Afghanistan- Pakistan border and painted a disturbing picture of
aregion dominated by tribaism, ignorance, violence, and rampant religious fanaicism.
The region's fundamentaist religious fervor crystdlized in 1994 with the emergence of

the Tdiban, amilitant group devoted to an extremedy inflexible verdon of Idam. In 1996,
the Taliban saized control of Afghanistan’s government, and, as Kaplan observed during



his April 2000 trip, it now continues to exert a powerful, destabilizing influence on the
border regions of Pakistan. The Taliban embody alethd combination: a primitive triba
creed, afierce religious ideology, and the sheer incompetence, naiveté, and cruelty that
are begot by isolation from the outside world and growing up amid war without parents.
They are ds0 an example of globdization, influenced by imported pan-1damic ideologies
and supported economically by both Osama bin Laden's worldwide terrorist network (for
whom they provide a base) and a multibilliondollar smuggling industry in which ships

and trucks bring consumer goods from the wedthy Arabian Gulf emirate of Dubal

through Iran and Afghanistan and on to Quetta and Karachi.

—Atlantic Monthly, September 2000

There are some 7 million Mudimsin the U.S. That's more than the number of Jews and
more than twice the number of Episcopdians. Thirty years ago, the Idamic count was a
mere 500,000. The number of American-born Mudims now far exceeds the count of
immigrants. African Americans are anong American's most observant Mudims. (The
two other mgjor American Mudim ethnic groups are South Asian Americans and Arab
Americans)

—Time, 10/1/2001

The populaion of France stands a about 60 million; of whom six million are Mudims
and 600,000 are Jews, the third largest Jewish community in the world. About 30,000
children are studying in 40 Jewish schools scattered around Paris. Only the number of
new mosgues can compete with the number of synagogues and kosher butcher shops.
There is no other place outside of I1sragl where tension between Jews and Arabs runs so
high. The Jewish community in France is dso undergoing a process of rdigious and
nationd radicdization. The weekly sermon of the chief rabbi, Joseph Sifruk, a penitent
who became a* popular leader,” attracts hundreds of new admirers every time. What did
the rabbi have to say after the terrorist attacksin New Y ork (he spoke in fluent Hebrew)?
“What happened thereis part of Gog and Magog between Esau and Ishmael. We know
the cause of the war—who takes Jerusalem.” President of the Representative Coundl of
Jewish indtitutions in France, Roger Cukieman, said that everyone [in France] is againgt
Isradl now and things could easily take the form of anti- Semitism. Since the period of de
Gaulle, he says, there has not been aforeign minister who was sympathetic to Isradl.

—HaAretz, 9/26/2001
Socid

Afghanigtan is poised to become the Site of the worst humanitarian disaster ever, with
100,000 children likely to die this winter unless new aid gets into the country

immediately, the UN said. The United Nationsissued the warning as U.S. missile strikes
and actions by the ruling Tdiban have combined to endanger aid workers and childrenin
the nation of 26 million, UN spokeswoman Stephanie Bunker said. Sx million Afghan
citizens depend on aid. Today the UN said that it is also under pressure to get aid into the



country before next month's onset of winter westher in the landlocked country. Snow will
cut off many Afghan valeys from the outsde world. “We are going to need to deploy
one of the largest operations ever,” to prevent those people from starving over the winter,
said Eric Fat, another UN spokesman.

—Bloomberg News, 10/15/2001

In Ching, few of the increasing number of people infected with the AIDS virusidentify
themsalves publicly. If word lesks out that a person has contracted the virus, whether or
not AIDS symptoms are apparent, dire consequences follow. School officias bar infected
sudents from classes. Supervisors summarily fire infected employees. Close friends and
neighbors join with locdl officias to expd the infected person and his or her family from
the community. To add injury to monumenta insult, physicians and nurses a many
hospitals refuse to treat AIDS patients. This Stuation is a public heath powder keg, says
epidemiologist Konglai Zhang of China's Peking Union Medicd College. The socid
vilification of AIDS sufferers and their kin amplifies the suffering caused by the disease
while discouraging any large-scale efforts to prevent its spread, he asserts. Perhaps the
mogt vishly sigmatized illnessin the world today, AIDS isonly one of avariety of

hedlth problems that turn people into socid untouchables. In India, public hedlth officias
have until recently accepted the view of many citizens that only progtitutes, homosexuals,
or intravenous drug users could contract AIDS. At the sametime, officids largdy
ignored adramatic risein new AIDS cases among monogamous, married women.

—Science News, 10/27/2001

Earlier thisyear, agiant solar flare gected about ten billion tons of plasma (hot,
eectricdly charged gas) in an earthward direction a an unfriendly speed of 700-800km a
second. The full force of the storm arrived over the Atlantic, and so did no damage. If

it had hit an inhabited area, though, it could have wrecked local power supplies. In 1989,
asmilar event blacked out much of Quebec's power grid. Such flares are symptoms of
greater than average solar activity. Indeed, at the recent peak of its 11-year cycle, the
sun's battering of the earth's protective magnetic boundaries with smaller versons of such
flares caused the aurora boredlis (northern lights) to appear as far south as the border
between Texas and Mexico.

—FEconomist.com, 9/13/200

For generations, lumbering, long-necked dinosaurs came to the flood plain of ariver in
what is now Argenting, laid eggs in shalow dirt nests, soread leaves over them and left.
The dinosaur style of parenthood worked for millions of years—except when the river
flooded, says Luis Chigppe, aLos Angeles dinosaur expert. The floods drowned the
unhatched dinosaurs in their shells and buried them in mud. The mud then preserved and
fosslized the embryos. Chigppe, lead author of astudy in Science, saysthat a least Six
eggs contain nearly intact baby dinos and are providing the most detailed look yet at a
dinosaur from the last and most massive of long-necked plant- eaters, the titanosaur



family. Chigppe says the embryos are from a previoudy unknown species that lived 80
million years ago.

—USA Today, 10/1/2001
Financid

So far in 2001 there have been 32 bankruptcies of companies with ligbilities of over $1
billion. Thisis more than the whole period of 1989-91, the low point of the previous
business cycle, caculates Edward Altman of New Y ork Univeraty's Stern School, which
compiles awedl-watched list of corporate debt defaults. About 7% of outstanding issues
of junk bonds are in default. The dl-time peak of 10.3%, which was set in 1991, may
soon be topped. There are other differences between this bad-debt crisis and previous
onesin thelate 1970s, late 1980s and early 1990s, says Barry Ridings, managing director
of the restructuring business of Lazard Fréres, an investment bank. The problems are
more widespread, not confined to particular firms that took on too much debt. Entire
indudtries are in trouble, including movie theatres, nurang homes, sted and anything that
ever came into contact with ashestos. In the pagt, firms that went bankrupt were often
given yearsto try to work out their problems before liquidation was serioudy considered.
Thisyear's modd is Midway Airlines which, following the attacks on September 11th,
declared bankruptcy and closed for good on the same day.

—The Economist, 10/18/2001

Thefinancid crigs that mushroomed in the wake of September 11 will have alasting
effect on palitica, socid, and economic relaionships globdly. At the World Economic
Forum's East Asia Summit 2001, business leaders and government representatives
focused their discussions on ways to revive the Asian economies and restore sability to
the region. Fiscdly, Asaisin trouble. The export-lead Adan economies are largely
dependent on the US market. After the 1997 financid criss, Adan economies were able
to recover largely due to the booming American economy, and not through much needed
gructura reforms. But as Smon S.C. Tay, an Associate Professor from the Nationa
Universty of Singapore, said, this repair mechanism has al but disappeared. No longer
can Asan countries depend on the US market as a driver of the industridizing export
based system. And this could spdll trouble for political stability. “It is essentid to see that
our conception of security in the region is a comprehensive security that depends on the
government being able to ddliver forms of growth and basically of hope for people to
come up from avery low base,” said Tat. While the Asan countries have officidly
expressed their support for the US, there are growing domestic tensions within some
countries with large Mudim populations that threaten the sability of their governments.

—The Earth Times, 10/29/2001



Civil

The global rash of bioterrorism aerts has tended to obscure the fact that natura anthrax is
il a health hazard around the world, infecting around 2,000 people ayear. The disease
occurs mainly in herbivores and spreads to humans who are exposed occupationdly to
cattle, sheep, and goats. Turkey isahot spot with about 400 human cases a year,
according to figures from the World Hedlth Organization. However, worldwide incidence
of anthrax has declined steadily over the past century as aresult of campaignsto
eradicate infection from anima herds. One hundred years ago there were several hundred
thousand anthrax cases ayear and thousands of deaths. Civil unrest can lead to upsurges
in anthrax. By the end of the civil war in RhodesialZimbabwe, there had been some
10,000 human cases, compared with the previous normal annud rate of a dozen cases.
The mogt sinister outbresk wasin Sverdiovsk in the former Soviet Union in 1979, when
66 people died of inhaation anthrax—the most serious form of the disease—as aresult of
an accident at a secret biological weapons research cente.

—Financid Times, 10/23/2001

Number of anthrax-related deaths[USA] in2001 .....: 5
Number of West Nile virus-related deathsin 1999: .....7

Number of people missing or dead in the World Trade Center attacks as of Nov. 21
according to city officids ..... 3,682

—Time, 11/12 and 12/5/2001

At an annud security conference in eastern Saudi Arabia, Interior Minister Prince Nayef
warned security forces againgt sympathizing with Idamists opposed to the regime.
Nayef's remarks—unusudly public for the notorioudy secretive government—suggest
that Riyadh doubts the loydty of security forces. The government has reason for
suspicion. Dissatisfaction with the royd family's extravagant spending has smmered just
benesath the surface of Saudi society for years. In the southwest severa seemingly
unrelated incidents suggest growing unhappiness with the government in Riyadh and its
relationship with the United States. Although a popular uprising in Saudi Arabiaiis
unlikely, rebdlion from within the security forces or organized Idamic militants from the
southwest is possible. The government's strict control over al aspects of society has so
far kept organized palitica opposition in check. But growing animosity among citizens
toward Riyadh's relationship with Washington —evidenced by recent protests—has
prompted the royd family to reconsider the basing of U.S. troops on Saudi soil. Splits
within the roya family pose a politica problem for the United States. But the emergence
of radica I1damic opposition could force Riyadh's hand, resulting in the expulsion of U.S.
troops and a drawdown in ties with Washington.

—Stratford Intelligence Group report, 10/23/2001



The number of potentia suppliers of weapons technology has expanded over the past
decade. More than two dozen countries are thought to have built weapons of mass
destruction, or else are trying to do so. Countries that were once dependent on outside
help, mostly from Russiaand China, are now going into business themsdves. North
Koreg, for example, has created a thriving missle and technology export business with
Iran, Pakistan, Syria and othersin the Middle East. But there is no evidence that any of
these governments has helped terrorist groups to acquire such weapons. Nevertheless, the
prospect that some state could help aterrorist group overcome the sgnificant hurdlesto
deploying abiologica, chemicd or nuclear wegpon is frightening. Saddam Hussain used
chemica weapons againgt his own Kurdish subjects, but was too afraid to do so against
American troops during the Gulf war because America had promised massive retdiation
if hedid. It isnot clear whether states such as Irag and North Korea, which operate
largely outside internationa law, can be deterred from lending a secret helping hand to a
group such as Osama bin Laden'sif they believe they can do so undetected.

—The Economist.com, 10/3/2001

Saddam Hussain has directed histop scientists to work exclusively on expanding his
chemica and biologica wegpons arsend, one of the regime's former senior scientists has
told The Telegraph. He said Saddam has ordered the nuclear weapons program to be
shelved because it had proved too expensve. The disclosures by the nuclear physicigt, a
recent Iragi defector, will add to the alarm of Western leaders who last week issued a
warning of the prospect of chemical attacks on European and American targets. Military
experts said Saddam's decision could have been linked to the attacks on New Y ork's
World Trade Center and the Pentagon, which investigators believe were planned yearsin
advance. Over the past sx months about 3,000 physicists and chemists have been
working flat out on secret programs to devel op both toxins and the means of deploying
them for lethd effect, according to Dr. d Sabiri (not his red name). The scientist
formerly worked & the Atomic Energy Organization in Baghdad, but defected because of
his growing horror of the regime.

—IMRA, The Telegraph, 10/1/2001

Critics view geneticaly modified foods as potentid hedth hazards, arguing that not
enough research has been done to determine whether they are redly safe. But such food
could be the answer to feeding the world's hungry, according to the UN’s 11th annud
Human Development Report. Crops atered to produce higher yields could revolutionize
farming in Africa, Latin America and across the underdevel oped world, and the
prolonged debate in the U.S. and Europe over safety “ignores the concerns of the
developing world,” the report says. The report ranks 162 countries based on income,
education, life expectancy and hedlth care. Norway ranks first and the U.S. isin sixth
place as the world' s best country in which to live. But if you are poor, you live longer in
Sweden and Japan, according to the report.

—Wall Street Journd, 7/10/2001



Vandds raided a Jawish cemetery in the Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk, painting swastikas
and epithets on the tombstones of 31 graves, police sad. The vanddism isbeing
investigated said Irina Uzhetskaya, a police spokeswoman in Krasnoyarsk, 2,100 miles
east of Moscow. Severa shots werefired at tombstones of the same cemetery about two
years ago, according to the Russian news agency ITAR-Tass. Concerns about anti-
Semitism in Russia have risen in recent years, with repeated cases of bombings and
vanddism at synagogues and Jewish cemeteries, as well as attacks on Jews.

—Associated Press, 8/22/2001

The number of Sate prisonersin the USfdl during the second hdf of 2000, the first
decline since 1972, the Justice Department’ s Bureau of Justice Statistics said in areport.
At the end of 2000, there were 6,243 fewer people in state prisons than after the first six
months of the year. The total number of peoplein state and federa prison rose 1.3
percent lagt year, the smalest annud increase since 1972. At the end of 2000, onein
every 143 US residents was incarcerated, either in state or federd prison or inalocd jall,
the report said.

—Bloomberg News, 8/12/2001

“Theredity in the German Democratic Republic is that people of a different skin color,

of adifferent fath, or of adifferent nationdity cannot fed safe anywherein this

country,” said Paul Spiegdl, chairman of the Central Council of German Jews. He said
that it is*“open season” on minorities and foreigners in Germany’ s streets. Spiegel blames
al German politica bodies for their minimizing the seriousness of the threat posed by
rising xenophobic violence, athreat, he says, which is greater than any posed by Nazism
since the end of World War 1. Xenophobic violence in Germany has increased during the
past year after adrop through the 1990s. There were 16,000 hate crimes committed in
2000, as opposed to 10,000 in 1999.

—Arutz 7, 8/22/2001
|srael

A Kiryat Gat factory that manufactures gas masks that only months ago was
contemplating laying off employeesis now working increased shifts and will soon be
working round the clock. An additiona 150 persons will be hired in the hope of reaching
the new short-term goa of producing 1,000 masks daily. Factory officids explain
European countries and the U.S. are ordering the masks. In the meantime, factory
managers explain the firg priority will remain locd, explaining no masks will be sent
abroad until the increasing loca demands are met.

—Arutz-7, 10/1/2001



Irag's leader Saddam Hussein announced that there are over seven million volunteers,
men, women, and children, ready to march towards the border of Israel. He stated they
were al members of the Jerusdem Army for the Liberation of Palestine.

—I|srael National News, 10/1/2001

“A Pdedtinian Sate dready exists—across the River Jordan, where three million
Pdedinianslive” Nationd Union MK Benny Elon told a massright-wing rdly in
downtown Jeruslem in October. “There will never be a Paledtinian Satein Isradl!” The
statement summarized the mood of the largest raly since Arid Sharon was elected Prime
Minigter eight months ago, with an estimated 80,000 to 100,000 demonstrators gathering
under the dogan “Throw out Arafat and Fight Terror.” Carrying posters with the pictures
of the Palestinian leader and wanted arch-terrorist Osama bin Laden, with the words “The
twing’ written underneeth, the raly included a conference call with New Y ork Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani. “New Y ork and Jerusalem are closer than ever before,” the mayor said.
“Both the US and Isradl are seeking to defend and perpetuate the same values of
demoacracy, freedom, respect for the law and human life”

—Jerusalem Pogt, 10/22/2001

American support for close US tieswith Isradl is stronger than ever following the
September 11 attacks, a poll conducted by Internationa Communications Research (ICR)
shows. ICR, aleading American palling firm which does work for ABC News, The
Washington Post, and the Associated Press, found that 92 percent of Americans endorse
full cooperation between the US and Isragl in combating terrorism, while 4% oppose such
cooperation. Seventy-four percent of Americans favor either strengthening tieswith

Isradl or maintaining the current, close relaionship. Only 10% favor distancing the US
from Isradl. The poll was conducted under the auspices of the Ingtitute for Jewish and
Community research and the Center for Middle Eastern studies at the Hudson Indtitute.
According to the sponsors of the poll, which was conducted between September 14 and
September 18, “If one purpose of the attacks in New Y ork and Washington wasto drive a
wedge between the American public and Isradl, the resultsindicate the terrorists failed to
diminish American public support for Isradl.”

—Jerusalem Pogt, 10/3/2001.
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