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 Ed i to rial Com mit tee
This jour nal is su per vised by an
 editorial com mit tee of five, at least
three of whom have ap proved for
pub li ca tion each ar ti cle ap pear ing
in these col umns. While re spon si ble
for ar ti cles pub lished, the com mit tee 
does not en dorse ev ery ex pres sion
herein. The pres ent ed i tors are: Carl
Hagen sick, Homer Montague, Mi -
chael Nekora, James Par kin son, and
Da vid Rice.
   The com mit tee and the di rec tors
agree that the jour nal’s value to its
read ers is de pend ent upon contrib -
utors be ing free to pres ent their
thoughts, pro vided such are gen er -
ally in har mony with our char tered
char ac ter and pur pose for the dis -
sem i na tion of Bi ble truths. An nual
sub scrip tion price is $5.00. This
jour nal will be sup plied free upon
writ ten re quest.

To Us the Scrip tures Clearly Teach
w That the Church is the “tem ple of the liv ing God”—pe cu liarly “his work man -

ship”; that its con struc tion has been in prog ress through out the Gos pel age —ever
since Christ be came the world’s Re deemer and the chief “cor ner stone” of this
tem ple, through which, when fin ished, God’s bless ings shall come “to all peo ple”
and they find ac cess to him (1 Co rin thi ans 3:16,17; Ephe sians 2:20-22; Gen e sis
28:14; Galatians 3:29).

w That mean time the chis el ing, shap ing, and pol ish ing of con se crated be liev ers in
Christ’s atone ment for sin pro gresses and when the last of these “liv ing stones,”
“elect and pre cious,” shall have been made ready, the great Mas ter Work man will
bring all to gether in the first res ur rec tion; and the tem ple shall be filled with his
glory and be the meet ing place be tween God and men through out the Mil len nium
(1 Pe ter 2:4-9; Rev e la tion 15:5-8).

w That the ba sis of hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact that “Je sus
Christ by the grace of God tasted death for ev ery man,” “a ran som for all,” and
will be “the true light which lighteth ev ery man that com eth into the world” “in due 
time” (He brews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim o thy 2:5,6).

w That the hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,”
be “a par taker of the di vine na ture,” and share his glory as his joint-heir (1 John
3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Pe ter 1:4).

w That the pres ent mis sion of the Church is the per fect ing of the saints for the fu ture
work of ser vice; to de velop in her self ev ery grace; to be God’s wit ness to the world;
and to pre pare to be kings and priests in the next age (Ephe sians 4:12; Mat thew
24:14; Rev e la tion 1:6, 20:6).

w That the hope for the world lies in the bless ings of knowl edge and op por tu nity to
be brought to all by Christ’s mil len nial king dom—the res ti tu tion of all that was lost 
in Adam, to all the will ing and obe di ent, at the hands of their Re deemer and his
glo ri fied church—when all the will fully wicked will be de stroyed (Acts 3:19-23;
Isa iah 35).

This Jour nal and Its Mis sion
Char tered in 1918, the Pas to ral Bible Insti tute, Inc. was formed for the pro mo tion
of Chris tian knowl edge. Its jour nal, The Her ald of Christ’s King dom, stands
firmly for the defense of the only true foun da tion of the Chris tian’s hope now being
so gen er ally repu di ated—redemp tion through the pre cious blood (1 Peter 1:19) of 
“the man Christ Jesus, who gave him self a ran som [a cor re spond ing price, a sub sti -
tute] for all” (1 Tim o thy 2:6). Build ing upon this sure foun da tion the gold, sil ver,
and pre cious stones of the Word of God (1 Corin thi ans 3:11-15; 2 Peter 1:5-11), 
its fur ther mis sion is “to make all see what is the fel low ship of the mys tery, which
. . . has been hid in God . . . to the intent that now . . . might be [made] known by
the church the man i fold wis dom of God”—“which in other ages was not made
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed” (Ephe sians 3:5-10).

It stands free from all par ties, sects, and creeds of men, while it seeks more and
more to bring its every utter ance into full est sub jec tion to the will of God in Christ,
as expressed in the holy Scrip tures. It is thus free to declare boldly what so ever the 
Lord hath spo ken—accord ing to the Divine wis dom granted unto us to under -
stand. Its atti tude is not dog matic, but con fi dent; for we know whereof we affirm,
tread ing with implicit faith upon the sure prom ises of God. It is held as a trust to be
used in his ser vice; hence our deci sions rel a tive to what may or may not appear in its
col umns must be accord ing to our judg ment of his good plea sure, the teach ing of his
Word, for the upbuilding of his peo ple in grace and knowl edge. We not only invite,
we urge our read ers to prove all its utter ances by the infal li ble Word, to which ref er -
ence is con stantly made to facil i tate such test ing.

Cover: “Bap tism of Je sus by John.” From an orig i nal slide used in the 1916 Photodrama of Cre ation.



The Holy Spirit

In the Beginning
The Holy Spirit … shall teach you all things.—John 14:26

Many Chris tians talk about the holy
spirit, but few have a clear idea of
what it is or how it works in their

lives. The Bi ble as cribes many func tions to it,
in clud ing anoint ing, seal ing, the wit ness of the
spirit, begettal of the spirit, along with be ing
born again by the spirit. Most of these are dis -
cussed in this is sue of The Her ald.

The open ing arti cle, Sym bols of the Holy
Spirit, describes both the sym bols and the func -
tions asso ci ated with the holy spirit in the Bible.

The work of the holy spirit in the Old Tes -
ta ment dif fers from what we are told about it in 
the New Tes ta ment. The Old Tes ta ment ex -
am ples are the sub ject of The Power and the
Per cep tion. The more per sonal role of the holy
spirit in the New Tes ta ment is described in the 
arti cle The New Cre ation.

Var i ous bib li cal chap ters describe the neces -
sity of a trans form ing work within. These in -
clude Acts 2, Romans 12, John 14-16, and 1
Corin thi ans 2. This last chap ter is ana lyzed in
a verse-by-verse study enti tled Spir i tual Dis -
cern ment.

There has been some debate over the words
of Joel 2:28 in the sec ond chap ter of Acts.
Pour ing Out the Spirit sheds light on how Joel’s
words should be under stood. It is fol lowed by a 
short “On the other hand…” sug gest ing an
alter nate expla na tion for what hap pened on
that Pen te cos tal day.

The Wit ness of the Spirit addresses the ques -
tion many Chris tians ask them selves: Do I have 
a per sonal rela tion ship with God, and do I
pos sess his spirit, or don’t I?

Although much can be said on the var i ous
aspects of the spirit’s work ings in our lives, per -
haps none is of more prac ti cal impor tance than
devel op ing The Fruits of the Spirit. It is fol -
lowed by The Power of the High est Shall Over -
shadow Thee, which explores cer tain dif fi cult
Scrip tures about the holy spirit.

The impor tance of the work of the holy
spirit in a Chris tian’s life can never be over-
empha sized. We need to pray for it, seek it ear -
nestly, and never quench its influ ence in our

lives. It serves as our tele phone line to God and 
to his son, Jesus Christ. It is our teacher and
our guide. May we ever keep it within us and
con tin u ally pray for its influ ence in each of our
indi vid ual lives.
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What It Is, and What It Does

Symbols of the Holy Spirit
And straight way com ing up out of the water, he saw the heav ens opened, and the Spirit like 
a dove descend ing upon him.—Mark 1:10

Carl Hagensick

Var i ous sym bols are used in the Bi ble to 
rep re sent the holy spirit. The dove is
one. Oth ers in clude wind, light, oil,

and fire. When one ob ject has sev eral sym bols
by which it is rep re sented, each sym bol em pha -
sizes a dif fer ent as pect of the ob ject. Some of
these dif fer ences are ob vi ous, while oth ers are
less so. In the case of the holy spirit, some of
the sym bols con nected with it do not de scribe
what it is so much as what it does. Here are
some of these dis tinc tions.

The Dove

Mark 1:10 directly con nects the image of a
dove with the holy spirit. Although closely re -
lated, there is a marked dif fer ence between a
pigeon and a dove. The return of the doves to
their cote was a joy ful sign of spring and the
start of new life (Song of Sol o mon 2:12). In
Jer e miah 8:7 a “tur tle[dove]” is a har bin ger of 
judg ment. The Hebrew word for dove is
yohnah and is derived from the word anah,
mean ing, “to mourn,” show ing that the name
comes from its char ac ter is tic mourn ful coo.
The dove was the pre ferred bird for sac ri fice if 
only one bird was used, and usu ally men -
tioned first when both a dove and a pigeon
were required.

Doves have been called “the sheep of the
bird world” because of their gen tle dis po si tion.
They are noted for their devo tion to their
mates. It is not unusual for two doves nest ing
together to each take the beak of the other into
its own, much like a lover’s kiss. Because of
their docil ity when caged and their use in sac ri -
fice, they were allowed to roam freely and often 
appeared in vast num bers, so much so that Isa -
iah 60:8 refers to them as com ing in clouds.
When fly ing in the sun light, their wings looked
like sil ver and their plum age like gold (Psalm
68:13).

There are var i ous spe cies of doves, each
with dif fer ent nest ing hab its. The turtledove

pre fers gar den foliage while the palm turtle -
dove seeks the height of the palm tree. The
rock dove makes its nest in moun tain crev ices
(Song of Sol o mon 2:14) while other spe cies
pre fer green val leys (Ezekiel 7:16). 

The dove is used as a rep re sen ta tion of the
holy spirit appar ently because of its sym pa -
thetic nature. The min is try of Jesus from the
begin ning stressed com pas sion for the human
race. Not only did he dem on strate this com pas -
sion by heal ings and mirac u lous feed ings of the 
mul ti tudes, but by his will ing ness to give the
ulti mate sac ri fice of his own life for mankind’s
salvation.

In one ref er ence to the dove in the Bible,
there is another aspect to this sym bol. The
Darby trans la tion of Isa iah 60:8 speaks of the
dove, when domes ti cated, will ingly return ing to 
its mas ter’s home, called a dove cote: “Who are 
these that come fly ing as a cloud, and as doves
to their dove-cotes?” 

It is this habit of the dove that plays such an
impor tant role in the bib li cal account of the
flood in the days of Noah. Gen e sis 8:6-12 tells 
us that after the ark had set tled on Mount Ara -
rat for forty days, Noah sent forth a raven to
scour the earth. Not being a hom ing bird, it
did not return to Noah. Then Noah sent forth
a dove. It found no rest ing place and returned
to its mate. Seven days later Noah sent it forth
a sec ond time and it returned with an olive leaf, 
per haps moti vated by its instinct to feed its
mate. Seven days later it was again sent forth
and did not return. Per haps it was build ing a
nest for its family.

An arti cle in Reprints p. 5328 sug gests that 
these pro gres sive probes by Noah were indic a -
tive of the inves ti ga tion through the spirit for
signs of the kingdom’s oper a tion. The first ex -
cur sion by the dove brought no evi dence of the
king dom; the sec ond brought evi dence of some
fruitage; the third indi cated that the time
had come to leave the ark. While not directly
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stated, the impli ca tion is that the first of these
events may cor re spond to the Lord’s return in
1874, the sec ond to the end ing of the Gen tile
Times in 1914, while the third is still future.

What was the sig nif i cance in send ing forth
the raven? It may illus trate the search ing for
evi dence of the new dis pen sa tion by the Miller -
ite move ment of the nine teenth cen tury. This
search proved unpro duc tive because it was pre -
ma ture.

Jo nah

Jesus applies part of Jonah’s expe ri ence to him -
self: “For as Jonas was three days and three
nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of
man be three days and three nights in the
heart of the earth” (Mat thew 12:40). It is
note wor thy that just as Jesus was lit er ally dead 
for por tions of three days, so will his body, the 
church, go into the grave dur ing a period of
three thou sand-year “days.”

While that fits well, the anal ogy loses its
force when Jonah flees his respon si bil ity. Thus
we are left with the ques tion as to whether it is
only the time spent in the fish that pic tures
Jesus or whether there is a con sis tent inter pre -
ta tion of the whole that har mo nizes seem ing
dis crep an cies.

Because the name Jonah means dove and a
dove is a sym bol of the holy spirit, there may
well be a con sis tent inter pre ta tion. Per haps the 
book of Jonah is really a proph ecy acted out to
dem on strate the role of the holy spirit in God’s
plan. When viewed from that per spec tive, the
fol low ing drama emerges.

Jonah chap ter 1: The Jew ish Age
Through Israel, flee ing God’s
 commission to bless.

Jonah chap ter 2: The Gos pel Age
Through Christ and the Church,
suf fer ing per se cu tion and dying.

Jonah chap ter 3: The Mil len nial Age
Through Christ and the Church,
con vert ing and bless ing the world.

Jonah chap ter 4: Moral Les son
Com pas sion for even ene mies
 required to bless the world.

Oil

“And Moses took the anoint ing oil, and
anointed the taber na cle and all that was there -
in, and sanc ti fied them. … And he poured
of the anoint ing oil upon Aaron’s head, and

anointed him, to sanc tify him” (Levit i cus 8:10, 
12).

“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me;
because the LORD hath anointed me to preach 
good tid ings unto the meek” ( Isa iah 61:1).

These two texts show a close con nec tion
between the holy anoint ing oil and the work of
the holy spirit. The olive tree was a sta ple of
ancient Israel’s agri cul tural econ omy. Olive oil
was one of the main com mod i ties used in the
ser vices of ancient Israel’s taber na cle in the wil -
der ness. It was used for anoint ing and as fuel
for the golden can dle sticks. It was baked into
cer tain wafers used in sac ri fice and poured up -
on other sac ri fices. In fact, the word oil appears 
some ninety times in the books of Exo dus and
Levit i cus alone.

Here are some of the places where there
seems to be a par al lel in the oper a tion of the
holy spirit:

Anoint ing

The act of anoint ing indi cated the bestowal of
autho ri za tion through the spirit to take on cer -
tain respon si bil i ties. 

Kings were anointed. Not only were kings
of Israel anointed (1 Sam uel 10:1; 16:13) but
even the wicked king Hazael of Syria was spo -
ken of as being anointed (1 Kings 19:15).
Cyrus of Per sia is spo ken of as anointed (Isa -
iah 45:1). The cus tom of anoint ing kings was
not unique to Israel; the el-Amarna let ters of
Egypt record some 37 instances of the prac tice.

Priests were anointed. In estab lish ing
a priest hood for Israel, not only was Aaron
anointed (Levit i cus 8:12), his sons were too
(Num bers 3:3). The unity of the priest hood’s
anoint ing with the high priest is nicely ex -
pressed in Psalm 133:1,2.

A Prophet was anointed. The only bib -
li cal exam ple of a prophet being anointed was
when Eli jah was told to anoint Elisha as his
suc ces sor (1 Kings 19:16).

Jesus was anointed. The anoint ing of
Isa iah 61:1 is applied by Jesus to him self in
Luke 4:18,19. The same anoint ing autho rizes
the church as his body to spread the good tid -
ings in his name.

This was the for mula for the oil used for
anoint ing: “Take thou also unto thee prin ci pal
spices, of pure myrrh five hun dred she kels, and 
of sweet cin na mon half so much, even two hun -
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dred and fifty she kels, and of sweet cal a mus
two hun dred and fifty she kels, and of cassia
five hun dred she kels, after the shekel of the
sanc tu ary, and of an oil of olive an hin: and
thou shalt make it an oil of holy oint ment, an
oint ment com pound after the art of the apoth e -
cary: it shall be an holy anoint ing oil” (Exo dus
30:23-25). These four spices might cor re -
spond to the four attrib utes of the holy spirit
given in Isa iah 11:2, “The spirit of the LORD

shall rest upon him, [1] the spirit of wis dom
and under stand ing, [2] the spirit of coun sel
and might, [3] the spirit of knowl edge and [4]
of the fear of the LORD.” (See also Exo dus
31:3.) 

Medic i nal prop er ties. “Is any sick among
you? let him call for the elders of the church;
and let them pray over him, anoint ing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord” (James 5:14).
The Greek word trans lated sick in this verse
is astheneo, and lit er ally means “with out
strength” and may refer to spir i tual depres sion
as well as phys i cal sick ness. In verse 15 the
word “sick” is the Greek kamnos and is trans -
lated “be wea ried” in Hebrews 12:3.

Isa iah wrote of med i cal treat ment using oil:
“From the sole of the foot even to the head
there is no sound ness in it; but wounds, and
bruises, and putre fy ing sores: they have not
been closed, nei ther bound up, nei ther mol li -
fied with oint ment” (Isa iah 1:6). The Good
Samar i tan “bound up his wounds, pour ing in
oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him”
(Luke 10:34). When the mas ter sent out the
twelve two by two, among other acts they “cast
out many dev ils, and anointed with oil many
that were sick, and healed them” (Mark 6:13).

It was for a sim i lar pur pose that the famil iar
twenty-third psalm says, “Thou anointest my
head with oil.” Here is a detailed descrip tion
of this act:

“At the sheepfold there is a large bowl of
olive oil min gled with spices, and a large jar of
water. As the sheep pass through the gate, the
shep herd exam ines each head and body for
wounds. These are care fully cleaned as the
shep herd dips his hand into the oil to anoint
the injury. A cup is dipped into the water and

comes out over flow ing and the sheep drinks
until refreshed.”1

Soap and toi let ries. Pro cessed oil has
the tex ture of lotion and is used as a mois tur -
izer. It was with this balm that a woman min is -
tered unto Jesus in the Phar i see’s house. Jesus
said, “My head with oil thou didst not anoint:
but this woman hath anointed my feet with
oint ment” (Luke 7:46). Like wise the prophet
writes, “Then washed I thee with water; yea, I
throughly washed away thy blood from thee,
and I anointed thee with oil” (Ezekiel 16:9).

Light

Per haps the most noted use of olive oil is as
fuel for the golden lampstand in the holy of
the taber na cle (Exo dus 35:14). The oper a -
tion of these lampstands can be seen by com -
par ing Zech a riah 4:1-14 with Rev e la tion 11:1-
7. In Zech a riah the oil for the lamp stand’s seven 
lamps comes from two olive trees, which are
iden ti fied in Rev e la tion as God’s “two wit -
nesses” (the Old and New Tes ta ments). The
seven pipes car ry ing the oil rep re sent the means
of con vey ing this oil to the lamps, i.e., the seven
mes sen gers of Rev e la tion 2 and 3. 

The con cept of the oil of the holy spirit
being used for light is also shown in the par a -
ble of the wise and fool ish vir gins (Mat thew
25:1-13). There the sup ply of oil dis tin guishes 
the one group from the other. This illus trates
how some Chris tians with a suf fi ciency of the
holy spirit become a part of the wed ding party,
while those hav ing lit tle or none do not.

Wind

The Greek and Hebrew words trans lated “spirit”
(pneuma and ruach) are also trans lated either
“wind” or “breath.”2 Both of the words, wind 
and breath, are also used in close con junc tion
with the holy spirit, as can be seen from these
two texts:

“And when the day of Pen te cost was
fully come, they were all with one accord in 
one place. And sud denly there came a
sound from heaven as of a rush ing mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where they
were sit ting … And they were all filled
with the [holy spirit].”—Acts 2:1,2,4
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“And when he had said this, he
breathed on them, and saith unto them,
Receive ye the [holy spirit].”—John 20:22

Wind is per haps the first rep re sen ta tion of
God’s spirit found in the Bible: “In the begin -
ning God cre ated the heaven and the earth.
And the earth was with out form, and void; and 
dark ness was upon the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters” (Gen e sis 1:1,2). What this “spirit”
was in prac ti cal terms is inde ter mi nate; some
apply it to a form of energy and oth ers to a
sweep ing wind. 

In this instance we see the begin ning of the
use of cre ative power in pre par ing earth for
future hab i ta tion. It found its caus ative action
in the words of God: “God said … and there
was … ” (Gen e sis 1:3). On the day of Pen te -
cost we see the begin ning of another cre ation, a 
new cre ation. “There fore,” the apos tle Paul
wrote, “if any man be in Christ, he is a new
crea ture: old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new” (2 Corin thi ans
5:17).

We find, in the orig i nal cre ative pro cess,
that the breath of God was the acti vat ing force
in giv ing life to Adam: “The LORD God
formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nos trils the breath of life; and
man became a liv ing soul” (Gen e sis 2:7). Like -
wise it is the spirit that gives life to the true
Chris tian and it is the same spirit that will
even tu ally raise all man kind from the grave and 
endow them with new life.

Tongues of Fire

On Pen te cost we meet yet another rep re sen ta -
tion of the holy spirit. Along with the sound of 
a mighty rush ing wind “there appeared unto

them clo ven tongues like as of fire, and it sat
upon each of them” (Acts 2:3). Fire gen er ally 
sig ni fies either destruc tion or purg ing as in the 
refin ing of met als. The term “tongues of fire”
appears only here and in the Amer i can Stan -
dard Ver sion trans la tion of Isa iah 5:24 (“the
tongue of fire devoureth the stub ble”).

“Tongues of fire” in the Acts account con -
veys the dou ble sig nif i cance of enlight en ment
and the giv ing of utter ance to this enlight en -
ment. The Greek word glossa, here trans lated
“tongues,” is fre quently used for lan guage and
is the same word used when refer ring to the
speak ing in tongues in verse 4. (How ever, the
Greek word trans lated “lan guage” in verse 6
and “tongue” in verse 8 is dialektos and means
“dia lect.”) The thought is that the var i ous
“tongues” split off a cen tral lumi nary source,
some what anal o gous to the lampstand pic ture
of Zech a riah, where the oil to light the lamps
came from the two olive trees. The holy spirit
enlight ened the minds of the wait ing dis ci ples
and then autho rized and enabled them to
speak to (or at least be under stood by) the Jews 
who had trav eled to Jeru sa lem from many parts 
of the Roman em pire.

Dif fer ent Sym bols for Dif fer ent As pects

Thus the dis tinct aspects of the holy spirit are
shown by these sym bols which pic ture the func -
tions the holy spirit is to play in our lives:

Dove: Com pas sion, Sym pa thy

Oil: Autho ri za tion, Heal ing Power,
Cleans ing and Refresh ment

Light: Enlight en ment

Wind: Life-Giv ing, Cre ative Func tions

Tongues of Fire: Empow er ment to
 Witness, Enlight ened Truth
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“Tongues of Fire” 
The Pen te cos tal … anoint ing with the holy Spirit cor re sponded to the anoint ing of Israel’s high priests and kings 
with the holy anoint ing oil. The oil was poured upon the head and ran down over the body. The antitype of this
pour ing upon the head was the impar ta tion of the holy Spirit to our Lord at the time of his con se cra tion at thirty
years of age, when the Father gave him the spirit “with out mea sure.” (John 3:34) When Pen te cost was fully
come, and our glo ri fied Head had appeared in the pres ence of the Father, and made pro pi ti a tion for the sins of
his peo ple, he was per mit ted to “shed forth this,” the Pen te cos tal holy Spirit immers ing his Church; thus sig ni fy -
ing their accep tance by him and by the Father, as mem bers of his Ecclesia, his body—mem bers of the New Cre -
ation. His Church, his body, has since con tin ued, and the holy Spirit has con tin ued in and upon it; and as each
addi tional mem ber is added to the Church, which is his body, each becomes a par tic i pant in the one bap tism of
the Spirit which per tains to and per vades the body, the Church.—Stud ies in the Scrip tures, vol. 6, p. 443.

It is the spirit

that gives life

to the true

 Christian



In the Old Tes ta ment

The Power and the
Perception
God, who at sun dry times and in divers man ners spake in time past unto the fathers by the
proph ets, hath in these last days spo ken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir
of all things, by whom also he made the worlds.—Hebrews 1:1,2

Jeff Mezera

These two verses pro vide the foun da tion 
of our faith and trust in the holy Scrip -
tures. God had spo ken to hu man be -

ings at dif fer ent times and through dif fer ent
meth ods; he had strength ened them, helped
them, judged them, and de liv ered them through
the power of the holy spirit. These “words
which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit
by the for mer proph ets” (Zech a riah 7:12), “as 
they were moved by the [holy spirit]” (2 Pe ter
1:21).

The Holy Spirit in the Old Tes ta ment

This rev e la tion was not given com pletely to
one prophet, but in pieces and at “sun dry
times” to dif fer ent individuals; yet all these
rev e la tions make one com plete whole. “These
were scat tered bits or pieces given in visions,
types, proph e cies, given to Moses, Sam uel,
David, to Abra ham, Isaac and Jacob, the pro -
gen i tors of the Jew ish peo ple. God also spoke
in var i ous ways, such as visions or dreams, in
pic tures and types. (Hosea 12:10; Amos 3:7; 
Job 33:14-17.)” (Meggison Notes, p. 591)

Through Christ in his pre-human exis tence,
God cre ated the heav ens and earth with his
mighty power (Gen e sis 1:1,2; John 1:3;
Colossians 1:16,17). In the cases of Moses,
Joshua, and the elders the spirit rested upon
them through  wis dom (Num bers 11:29; Deu -
ter on omy 34:9). Skill was given to the crafts -
men of Israel (Exo dus 35:31). God through
Sam son destroyed the Philistines (Judges
15:14,15). Through David he united the two
king doms and defeated the ene mies of the
Lord (1 Sam uel 16:13). Through the proph -
ets he judged, prom ised, and proph e sied the
deliv er ance of Israel through Mes siah (Jer e -

miah 25:3; Ezekiel 8:3; 11:24). All this was
through the power of God, his holy spirit. 

Regard ing Mes siah, it was proph e sied that
the spirit would fill his life and min is try (Isa iah
61:1-3), that it would rest on him and give him 
the wis dom, power, and insight to judge the
world, instruct it in righ teous ness, and destroy
the wicked (Isa iah 26:9-15; 42:1).

Regard ing Israel it was proph e sied that the
spirit would be poured out on the nation dur -
ing the reign of Mes siah, that the Isra el ites
would be deliv ered from their ene mies, that
they would be the cen ter of that future age
(Ezekiel 39:29; Joel 2:28,29; Zech a riah
12:10), and that in the res ur rec tion their
deceased loved ones would be re turned to them 
and they would all be equi ta bly judged and
guided by Mes siah (Jer e miah 31:31-36).

In the Old Tes ta ment, the actions of the
holy spirit are described as com ing upon an
indi vid ual (Judges 3:10), strength en ing one
(Judges 14:6), taken from one per son and
given to another (1 Sam uel 16:13,14;18:12),
en abling some to per form spe cific tasks (Exo -
dus 35:30-33), teach ing, fill ing some with wis -
dom (Exo dus 31:3), knowl edge, and work -
man ship (Exodus 35:35).

What is the Holy Spirit?

What is this “holy spirit” which, as we have
seen, was man i fested in Old Tes ta ment times
in so many dif fer ent ways? The word “spirit”
is trans lated from the Hebrew word ruach
(Strong’s 7307) and is defined as resem bling
the “breath, i.e., a sen si ble (or even vio lent)
exha la tion.” It is trans lated in var i ous places
as wind, breath, and spirit.

The Jews describe it this way: “A Rab binic
con cept to indi cate the near ness of God and
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his direct influ ence on man is that of Ruach
Hakodesh (the Holy Spirit). Some times it
seems to be iden ti cal with the Shekhinah as
express ing the divine imma nence in the world.
... More often it is employed to describe the
endow ment of a per son with spe cial gifts.
Proph ecy, in the sense of the abil ity to inter pret 
the will of God, is the effect of which the Holy
Spirit is the cause. Its pos ses sion also endows
one with fore know ledge” (Every man’s Tal mud,
Abra ham Cohen, p. 45).

Accord ing to the New Cath o lic Encyclo -
pedia, “The Old Tes ta ment clearly does not
envis age God’s spirit as a per son, nei ther in the 
strictly philo soph i cal sense, nor in the Semitic
sense. God’s spirit is sim ply God’s power. If it
is some times rep re sented as being dis tinct from 
God, it is because the breath of Yahweh acts
exte ri orly.” 

The holy spirit is the exter nal work ing
power of the Father. His spirit is the mech a -
nism by which he accom plished his will in the
Old Tes ta ment indi vid u als, and it is how he
works per son ally in our own lives.

It is instruc tive to con trast the oper a tion of
the spirit as it is described in the Old and New
Tes ta ments.

w The holy spirit is not per son al ized or per -
son i fied in the Old Tes ta ment; it is in the
New. 

w In the Old Tes ta ment the spirit is de -
scribed as act ing on an in di vid ual in spe -
cific ways of ten with out un der stand ing; in 
the New Tes ta ment the work of the spirit
brings un der stand ing and per cep tion in
the lives of be liev ers.

w The Old Tes ta ment proph ets wrote as
they were in spired, but of ten they did
not un der stand what they wrote. The
 revelation we are given in Christ in the
New Testament is more com plete and
much better than any thing ever given to a
prophet.

w The work of the holy spirit in the Old
Testament was knowl edge; the work of
the spirit in the New is com pre hen sion. 

w The work of the holy spirit in the Old
Tes ta ment was might; the work of the
spirit in the New is light. 

w The work of the holy spirit in the Old
Tes ta ment was power; the work of the
Spirit in the New is per cep tion. 

The Holy Spirit: Type, Sym bol, Proph ecy

“The spirit of God hath made me, and the
breath of the Almighty hath given me life”
(Job 33:4).

In the Old Tes ta ment the holy spirit is
 symbolized sev eral ways, but gen er ally by the
anoint ing oil. This oil was used in the lamp of
the tabernacle (Exo dus 25:6; Levit i cus 8:12;
10:7):

“The light from this lamp was from olive oil, 
‘beaten’ or refined; and the lamps were kept
always lighted. This oil was sym bolic of the
Holy Spirit, and its light rep re sented holy en -
light en ment—the spirit of the truth. Its light
was for the ben e fit of the priests only, for none
oth ers were ever per mit ted to see it or to profit
by its light. Thus was rep re sented the spirit or
mind of God given to enlighten the Church, in
the deep things of God, which are entirely
 hidden from the nat u ral man (1 Corin thi ans
2:14) even though he be a believer—a jus ti fied 
man (a Levite). None but the truly con se -
crated, the ‘Royal Priest hood,’ are per mit ted
to see into this deeper light, hid den in the
‘Holy.’ ”—Taber na cle Shad ows, p. 116

This oil was also used in poetic verse as we
can see in Psalm 133. 

“The anoint ing oil or sym bol of con se cra -
tion was poured upon the head of the high
priest only, but the under-priests were rep re -
sented in the mem bers of his body, even as
Christ is the head over the church which is
his body, and all together con sti tute the royal
priest hood. So the holy Spirit given with out
mea sure to our Lord and head applies to us
(his body) through him. The Father gave the
spirit to the Son only: all of the anoint ing oil
was poured upon the head. At Pen te cost it ran 
down from the head to the body, and has con -
tin ued with the body ever since, and who ever
comes into the ‘body’ comes thereby under the
con se crat ing influ ence—the spirit of holi ness,
the spirit of God, the spirit of Christ, the spirit
of the truth.”—Reprints, p. 3280

The Song of Sol o mon con tains a descrip -
tion of our Lord and his Bride, the church.
The eyes of both are described as doves: “Be -
hold, thou art fair, my love; Behold, thou art
fair; Thine eyes are as doves.” “Thine eyes are 
as doves behind thy veil.” “His eyes are like
doves beside the water-brooks, washed with
milk, and fitly set.” (Song of Sol o mon 1:15;
4:1: 5:12, ASV)
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“ ‘I will pour water upon him that is thirsty,
and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my 
spirit upon thy seed, and my bless ing upon
thine off spring’ (Isa iah 44:3). Ear lier in this
Book we read: ‘Un til the spirit be poured upon 
us from on high, and the wil der ness be a fruit -
ful field, and the fruit ful field be counted for a
for est’ (Isa iah 32:15). In these two in stances
the holy spirit is sym bol ized by the rain.”—
The Her ald of Christ’s King dom, March,
1940, p. 39.

Many Scrip tures speak of the anoint ing of
the spirit of the Lord on both the fol low ers of
the Lord, and those who were not the fol low ers 
of God, to accom plish his plans for his cho sen
peo ple. The Lord states, “I have found David
my ser vant; with my holy oil have I anointed
him” (Psalm 89:20). As a fol lower of the Lord,
King David was set apart and appointed for
God’s pur poses, just as King Cyrus had been
cho sen to carry out God’s will in deliv er ing
Israel from cap tiv ity.

“Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to
Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to sub -
due nations before him; and I will loose the
loins of kings, to open before him the two
leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut”
(Isa iah 45:1).

Xenophon, in his first book, De Cyropaed.,
gives us a list of the nations Cyrus sub dued.
(“Syr i ans, Assyrians, Ara bi ans, Cappadoci -
ans, Phrygians, the Lydians, Carians, Phoe ni -
cians, Bab y lo nians, the Bactrians, Indi ans, Ci -
licians, Sacians, Paphlagonians, Maryandines, 
and many other nations.) He also had domin -
ion over the Asiatics, Greeks, Cyprians, Egyp -
tians, etc.” (John Trapp’s Com men tary). Hero -
dotus said that Cyrus van quished what so ever
coun try he invaded.

There is a greater anti typ i cal Cyrus, Christ,
who as the deliv erer of the world is described
as com ing “from the ris ing of the sun, and from 
the west.” Of that time the Lord says “that
there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and
there is none else” (Isa iah 45:6).

If God can work in the life of a man like

Cyrus, how much more will he work in the lives 
of those who love him and serve him.

The Fu ture work of the Spirit 

“For behold the stone that I have laid before
Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes:
behold, I will engrave the graving thereof,
saith the LORD of hosts, and I will remove
the iniq uity of that land in one day” (Zech a -
riah 3:9).

In Zech a riah 3:9 and 4:2,10 the sym bols of 
eyes, lamps, and spir its are expressed as the
exter nal oper a tion of the Lord’s spirit in regard 
to the pro tec tion and guid ance of the nation of
Israel not only in regard to Israel at the time the 
proph ecy was given to them, but also in that
future pro phetic mil len nial day when divine
favor, enlight en ment, and bless ings as the
prom ises of God will be given to that nation.

“It is not until we real ize that the proph e -
cies, although hav ing some force and appli ca -
tion to the times in which they were writ ten,
have a spe cial force and appli ca tion to us, as
the anti typ i cal Israel, and to the build ing of the
anti typ i cal Tem ple, that we get the true force,
value and beauty of these proph e cies.”—Re -
prints, p. 2521

In Zech a riah the seven branches of the lamp 
are shown in a united form, not as they are
shown in Rev e la tion where they are sep a rate
and dis tinct. These seven lampstands in Rev e -
la tion show the true saints through out the his -
tory of the seven churches in the var i ous phases 
of the church’s devel op ment; in Zech a riah’s
proph ecy they are united, show ing the church
com plete and united.

This then is illus tra tive of the dif fer ence be -
tween the holy spirit in the Old and the New
Tes ta ment. In the Old the Lord man i fested his 
spirit as power, in the New with per cep tion.
The power and the per cep tion is the assis tance 
we need though the per sonal work ing of the
Father in our lives to learn his will, and to do
his good plea sure (Philippians 2:12,13).

“Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my
God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land
of upright ness” (Psalm 143:10).
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The spirit of the Lord is upon me. — Luke 4:18



In the New Tes ta ment

A New Creation
There fore if any man is in Christ, he is a new crea ture; the old things passed away; behold,
new things have come.—2 Corin thi ans 5:171

Phillip Mosley

In the tran si tion from the Jew ish age to the
Gos pel age we find a change in the op er a -
tion of the in vis i ble power of God termed

the “Holy Spirit.” Pe ter tells us the proph ets
of old spoke as they were moved by the holy
spirit (2 Pe ter 1:21). God in spired these men
to speak as it pleased him, yet they did not al -
ways un der stand what they were say ing. Je sus
ob served: “Many proph ets and righ teous men
de sired to see what you see, and did not see
[it], and to hear what you hear, and did not
hear [it]” (Mat thew 13:17).

We may con sider it a bless ing to live in the
time when God is call ing those who will make
up his fam ily (Acts 15:14). Paul says, “He
made known to us the mys tery of his will, ac -
cord ing to his kind inten tion which he pur -
posed in him with a view to an admin is tra tion
suit able to the full ness of the times, [that is] the 
sum ming up of all things in Christ, things in
the heav ens and things upon the earth in him”
(Ephe sians 1:9,10). 

The Prom ise to Abra ham
It is through this fam ily that God will ful fill
this prom ise made long ago to faith ful Abra -
ham: “By myself I have sworn, declares the
LORD, because you have done this thing, and 
have not with held your son, your only son,
indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will
greatly mul ti ply your seed as the stars of the
heav ens, and as the sand which is on the sea -
shore; and your seed shall pos sess the gate of
their ene mies. And in your seed all the nations 
of the earth shall be blessed [lit er ally: “shall
bless them selves”], because you have obeyed my 
voice” (Gen e sis 22:16-18).

Paul speaks of this prom ise and gives us a
clue as to how the prom ise relates to those liv -
ing in the Gos pel age: “If you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abra ham’s off spring, heirs
accord ing to prom ise” (Galatians 3:29). Of
course the prom ise was that this seed would

bless all the nations or fam i lies of the earth.
The ful fill ment of this prom ise is still future. 

Accord ing to the Bible there will come a
time when Satan will be bound and will not be
able to deceive man kind. Dur ing Christ’s thou -
sand-year reign those whom God has called
from among men dur ing this age will have the
priv i lege of shar ing in this bless ing work with
Christ: “Blessed and holy is the one who has
a part in the first res ur rec tion; over these the
 second death has no power, but they will be
priests of God and of Christ and will reign with 
him for a thou sand years” (Rev e la tion 20:6). 

These of the first res ur rec tion are the ones
who make up the fam ily God desires to share
in his king dom work through out eter nity. These
are the spir i tual seed of Abra ham. 

Two Res ur rec tions

The Rev e la tion text speaks of these as hav ing
a part in the first res ur rec tion. If there is a
first res ur rec tion, there must also be at least a
sec ond res ur rec tion. Jesus spoke of two res ur -
rec tions: “Do not mar vel at this; for an hour is 
com ing, in which all who are in the tombs
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth;
those who did the good [deeds] to a res ur rec -
tion of life, those who com mit ted the evil
[deeds] to a res ur rec tion of judg ment” (John
5:28,29). Those of the first res ur rec tion are
described by Jesus as those who did the good
deeds. But notice that he speaks of another
res ur rec tion, a “res ur rec tion of judg ment.”
God’s judg ment day lasts one thou sand years
(2 Peter 3:7,8). With Satan bound, man kind
will have an oppor tu nity to learn the truth.
God desires all men to be saved and come to
an accu rate knowl edge of the truth (1 Tim o -
thy 2:4). 

Our eyes of under stand ing have been opened
now to a remark able truth that has been hid den 
since the dark ages. The Bible actu ally teaches
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that there are two salvations : a spiritual and an
earthly . Paul writes : "The first man is from the
earth, earthy ; the second man is from heaven.
As is the earthy, so also are those who are
earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those
who are heavenly" (1 Corinthians 15 :47,48).

God ' s original plan has not been frustrated.
God said to Adam and Eve in the garden, "Be
fr uitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and
subdue it ; and rule over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the sky, and over every living
thing that moves on the earth " (Genesis I :28).

God, through one of his prophets of old,
said : "So shall my word he which goes forth
from my mouth ; it shall not return to me empty,
without accomplishing what I desire, and with-
out succeeding [in the matter] for which I sent
it" (Isaiah 55 :1 1).

When properly understood, we can see how
truly wonderful it will be when everyone will be
blessed in God ' s clue time . What a privilege it
will be for those who make up the heavenly
spiritual seed of Abraham to share with Christ
in administering those blessings to the world of
mankind as they come hack to life in an earthly
resur rection.

Born Again

How does one become a part of the spiritual
seed? Nicodemus, one of the nobler of the
Pharisees, had an inquisitive mind. He came
to Jesus at night and acknowledged that he
must be a teacher sent from God because no
one could do such miracles unless God was
with him. It was then that Jesus said : "Truly,
truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God " (John 3 :3).

Nicodemus could not understand this illus-
tration of the event that must take place for
an individual to experience a change of nature
from earthly to spiritual . Nicodemus was not
alone . Many noble people throughout the Gos-
pel age have also misunderstood these words of
Jesus.

Some of the confusion stems from the fact
that the Greek word gennao, translated "born"
in this verse, could with the equal propriety be
rendered "begotten . " Gennao is used 39 times
in the first sixteen verses of Matthew and in
every instance is properly translated " begat . "

Had the translators of the King James Bible
used "begotten " instead of "born, " the idea
that Jesus was explaining to Nicodemus would
be more accurately understood . Just as an em-
bryo is begotten in the womb and grows until

birth, so with an individual who will become a
spiritual son of God . Paul says . "If any man is
in Christ, [he is] a new creature; the old things
passed away ; behold, new things have come"
(2 Corinthians 5 :17) . It is this new creature
that is begotten by the word of truth and by the
power of the holy spirit (see I Peter 1 :3,22,
23).

Because there are two salvations, those be-
gotten to this new spiritual life are counted as
spiritual sons of God . Their hopes, aims, and
ambitions are centered in the spiritual phase
of God's kingdom (Romans 8 :14-25) . The
actual births of these new creatu res occur at the
deaths of their earthly bodies . Just as Jesus was
raised from the dead a spirit being, so will it be
for those begotten of the holy spirit . The apos-
tle John writes : "See how great a love the
Father has bestowed upon us, that we should
be called children of God ; and [such] we are.
For this reason the world does not know us,
because it did not know him . Beloved, now we
are children of God, and it has not ap-
peared as yet what we shall be . We know
that, when he appears, we shall be like
him, because we shall see him just as he is "
(1 John 3 :1,2).

Sin Remains a Possibility
Some mistakenly think that once an individual
has been "born again, " it is impossible to sin.
This comes from a misunderstanding of these
words : " \Vhosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin ; for his seed remaineth in him : and
he cannot sin, because he is born of God "
(1 John 3 :9, KJV).

Although the new creature does not sin, it
remains in a fleshly body until the actual birth
of this new creature as a spirit being takes
place . The flesh is contrary to the things of the
spirit : "The flesh sets its desire against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh ; for
these are in opposition to one another, so that
you may not do the things that you please "
(Galatians 5 :17).

It is by the grace of God and the imputation
of the merit of Jesus that any are counted as
righteous in the sight of God . Except for Jesus
no human being is without sin : "As it is writ-
ten, There is none righteous, not even one "
(Romans 3:10).

When we understand what it means to be
spirit begotten, we can more easily harmonize
the Scriptures . The same apostle who wrote.
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“Who so ever is born of God doth not com mit
sin,” (1 John 3:9, KJV) also wrote, “My lit tle
chil dren, I am writ ing these things to you that
you may not sin. And if any one sins, we have
an Advo cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righ teous; and he him self is the pro pi ti a tion for
our sins; and not for ours only, but also for
[those of] the whole world” (1 John 2:1,2).

The spirit-begot ten ones of the Gos pel age
bat tle the things of the flesh to become, as
much as pos si ble, a copy of their Lord and
Sav ior Jesus. It is a con stant strug gle that re -
quires the whole armor of God (Ephe sians
6:11-13). As Paul encour aged Tim o thy, these 
must fight the good fight of faith (1 Tim o thy
6:12). Peter admon ishes them by say ing,
“Apply ing all dil i gence, in your faith sup ply
moral excel lence, and in [your] moral excel -
lence, knowl edge; and in [your] knowl edge,
self-con trol, and in [your] self-con trol, per se -
ver ance, and in [your] per se ver ance, god li ness; 
and in [your] god li ness, broth erly kind ness,
and in [your] broth erly kind ness, love. For if
these [qual i ties] are yours and are increas ing,
they ren der you nei ther use less nor unfruit ful in 
the true knowl edge of our Lord Jesus Christ”
(2 Peter 1:5-8).

A New Cre ation

These spirit-begot ten ones are actu ally a new
cre ation. Just as a major ity of the peo ple did
not know Jesus was the Son of God, most do
not rec og nize that there are new crea tures in
Christ today, indi vid u als to whom God has
given a spe cial mis sion. Paul describes that
mis sion as a min is try of rec on cil i a tion: “Now
all [these] things are from God, who rec on -
ciled us to him self through Christ, and gave
us the min is try of rec on cil i a tion, namely, that
God was in Christ rec on cil ing the world to
him self, not count ing their tres passes against
them, and he has com mit ted to us the word of
rec on cil i a tion” (2 Corin thi ans 5:18,19).

These are the spir i tual seed of Abra ham
who will have a share with Christ in bless ing all 
the fam i lies of the earth. God prom ised this
long ago to Abra ham and it is impos si ble for
him to lie (Hebrews 6:18; Titus 1:2). God
plans to bless the world of man kind through
The Christ, head and body. In the mean time
we know that, “The whole cre ation groans and 
suf fers the pains of child birth together until
now. And not only this, but also we our selves,
hav ing the first fruits of the Spirit, even we our -
selves groan within our selves, wait ing eagerly
for [our] adop tion as sons, the redemp tion of
our body” (Romans 8:22,23). 
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Life Through Death

To some, per haps, the thought that the way to life is only through death, par takes
too much of the mys ti cal. A deeper in sight into the apos tle’s rea son ing, how ever,
makes clear that the po ten tial new crea ture must pass through the pro cess of death 

to the old na ture, and a spirit begettal to a new na ture: the old must die and all things must 
be come new, a death as real as the death of the soul, and of ten even more pain ful. Spirit
begettal comes  instantaneously at the time of the pre sen ta tion and ac cep tance of the body
as a liv ing sac ri fice; but the trans for ma tion is a pro cess of growth, which pro cess can never
cease as long as the sac ri ficer re mains this side the veil. It is as the apos tle teaches else -
where, wholly a mat ter of the will in plac ing one self com pletely un der the in flu ence of the
Holy Spirit and al low ing God to work the trans for ma tion by the re new ing of the mind.

This thought is sup ported in [Romans 6] by such state ments as “reckon ye also your -
selves to be dead indeed unto sin. … Let not sin there fore reign in your mor tal body …
Nei ther yield ye your mem bers as instru ments of unrigh teous ness unto sin.” These and
other state ments of the Scrip tures indi cate the need for a con stant state of sub mis sion, of
meek ness, of teach ableness. Then it becomes man i fest that this devel op ment of the new
crea ture is the gift of God, by the grace of God, and not of per sonal worth, and that no
man can boast.

—The Her ald of Christ’s King dom, No vem ber, 1937, p. 166



The Holy Spirit as Teacher

Spiritual Discernment
But the Com forter, which is the Holy [Spirit], whom the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remem brance, what so ever I have said 
unto you.—John 14:26

A verse-by-verse study in 1 Co rin thi ans 2

In the first chap ter of Co rin thi ans Paul ex -
presses con cern over the fac tion al ism that
had di vided that church into at least four

camps: some claimed al le giance to Paul, oth ers 
to Apollos, still oth ers to Pe ter, and one group
as sert ing they were “of Christ.” The sec ond
chap ter of the epis tle forms a por tion of his ar -
gu ment against a ma jor cause of these di vi -
sions, namely, es teem ing the mes sen ger more
than the mes sage (1 Co rin thi ans 4:6).

Or a tory Means Lit tle—1 Co rin thi ans
2:1-5
And I, breth ren, when I came to you, came not
with ex cel lency of speech or of wis dom, de clar ing
unto you the tes ti mony of God. For I de ter mined
not to know any thing among you, save Je sus
Christ, and him cru ci fied. And I was with you in
weak ness, and in fear, and in much trem bling.
And my speech and my preach ing was not with
en tic ing words of man’s wis dom, but in dem on -
stra tion of the Spirit and of power: That your faith
should not stand in the wis dom of men, but in the
power of God.

The apos tle opens by using him self as the
exam ple. He could eas ily have matched wits
with the best of his oppo nents. He had done so 
with his pow er ful rea son ing on Mars Hill in
Ath ens where he effec tively quotes the ancient
poets. He had been schooled at Tar sus, an
edu ca tional cen ter rated by the his to rian
Strabo as supe rior to even the better-known
insti tu tions of Ath ens and Alex an dria. He was 
famil iar with the writ ings of the Cilician poet
Aratus (Acts 17:28), Epimenides (Titus 1:12),
and the comic poet Mean der from whom he
bor rows the words of 1 Corin thi ans 15:33.

Although the term “excel lency of speech”
may apply to ora tor i cal gifts, it also con tains
the con cept of over pow er ing rea son ing. The
tes ti mony of God is not com pre hended by the
pow ers of rhet o ric or phi los o phy, but by the
power of a changed life, from sin and all its

allur ing accou tre ments to the sim ple purity of a 
Christ-like life.

There was one cen tral truth that Paul would 
pres ent, and that was the sal va tion secured by
the cru ci fix ion of Jesus Christ. Other, more dis -
put able points of doc trine, were prone to cause
divi sion. The doc trine of Christ and him cru ci -
fied was uni fy ing and prof it able for the build -
ing up not only of the Corin thian church but
the Chris tian church through out the cen tu ries.

Paul was noted for his cour age. There fore
at first glance, it seems odd he would describe
him self as approach ing them “in weak ness, in
fear, and in much trem bling.” The weak ness to 
which he refers may be his own phys i cal infir -
mi ties, but more likely it was the humil ity with
which he approached them, seek ing not so
much to impress the Corin thi ans but to be
under stood by them. The fear and trem bling
were almost cer tainly not of con cern for his own 
per sonal well-being nor yet those emo tions
born of a lack of con fi dence, but rather show
the high regard he held for prop erly rep re sent -
ing both his God and the truths which had
been entrusted to him.

His final con trast was between the wis dom
that comes from sec u lar edu ca tion and worldly
phi los o phy, and the sim plic ity of truth as re -
vealed by the holy spirit. It was this truth which 
would be dem on strated by the power of a con -
verted life. Noth ing is more pow er ful than
words aptly spo ken with full con vic tion. It was
the power of the con cept he pre sented that
would enable the Corin thian Chris tians to
stand before the judg ment tri bu nal of God.

Hid den Wis dom—verses 6-10
Howbeit we speak wis dom among them that are
per fect: yet not the wis dom of this world, nor of the
princes of this world, that come to nought: But we
speak the wis dom of God in a mys tery, even the
hid den wis dom, which God or dained be fore the
world unto our glory: Which none of the princes of
this world knew: for had they known it, they
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would not have cru ci fied the Lord of glory. But as
it is writ ten, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei -
ther have en tered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath pre pared for them that love him.
But God hath re vealed them unto us by his Spirit:
for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God.

True scriptural wis dom is meant only for
“them that are per fect.” The Greek word
teleioiv, trans lated per fect, here has the mean -
ing of “mature.” (Com pare its usage here with
that in 1 Corin thi ans 14:20; Philippians 3:15; 
Ephe sians 4:13; and Hebrews 5:14.) Jew ish
rab bis used this word in their ban on the read -
ing of the first chap ter of Gen e sis and the
visions of Ezekiel by those under thirty years of
age (Hieron., Tom III, fol. 3.2).

A fur ther clue as to whom Paul meant with
this word is found in verse 7 where he says that
he speaks this word in “a mys tery.” At first
glance this may seem to con flict with his ear lier
com ments that he did not use ora tor i cal gifts
but sim ple mean ing that the read ers could
under stand. But no such con flict exists. The
word “mys tery” (musterion, Strong’s 3466)
means that which, while hid den from the
casual observer, is crys tal clear to those who are 
ini ti ated into its code.

Thus the proph e cies, doc trines, and types of 
the Old Tes ta ment could not be fully dis -
cerned by any except those who had been ini ti -
ated into Chris tian ity. Once under stood, how -
ever, new hori zons with a depth and rich ness
not pre vi ously seen in the Hebrew Bible were
revealed.

Even the princes, most nota bly the reli gious
elite con sist ing of both Phar i see and Sad du -
cee, were unable to plumb its depths. Sim i larly 
today it is not the edu ca tion of the theo log i cal
sem i nar ies or the offices of the clergy that re -
veal the deep things of God. Instead the com -
pre hen sion of spir i tual truths is reserved for
those who have the holy spirit, no mat ter how
lit tle such may have in the way of for mal edu ca -
tion. Thus was the Jew ish hier ar chy amazed at
the bold ness and clar ity with which Peter and
John spoke, esteem ing them as “unlearned and 
igno rant men” (Acts 4:13).

With spirit-enlight ened eyes these ini ti ates
into the Chris tian faith saw a vision of the
future which hith erto had not even “entered
into the heart of man.” Such wis dom, such an
inspir ing vista of the future, is unat tain able by
the fleshly mind, but truly moti vates those who

are taught by the spirit. Nor are the deep
things of God only com plex theo log i cal con -
cepts; even the most basic per cep tions of what
lies in store are part of this rich trea sure trove.

The Mind of Christ—verses 11-16
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save
the spirit of man which is in him? even so the
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of
God. Now we have re ceived, not the spirit of the
world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might 
know the things that are freely given to us of God.
Which things also we speak, not in the words
which man’s wis dom teacheth, but which the Holy 
[Spirit] teacheth; com par ing spir i tual things with
spir i tual. But the nat u ral man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for they are fool ish ness
unto him: nei ther can he know them, be cause they
are spir i tu ally dis cerned. But he that is spir i tual
judgeth all things, yet he him self is judged of no
man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord,
that he may in struct him? But we have the mind
of Christ.

These verses con trast the two spir its and the 
sphere of knowl edge avail able to each. The
spirit of man can only dis cern those things
within his expe ri ence, while the spirit of God is 
open to a far broader range of infor ma tion.
Spir i tual things, Paul rea sons, can only be dis -
cerned by spir i tual minds. Human phi los o phy
is within the range of spir i tual minds, while
spir i tual con cepts relate to a realm which man,
as a human being, can not under stand.

The spir i tual dimen sions spo ken of in these
verses do not relate to those things which exist
in the invis i ble world since sci en tists have
grasped and explained many invis i ble forces,
such as elec tric ity, video trans mis sion, and the
like. Rather they refer to the effect of bib li cal
prin ci ples on the human being, a new mind-set
based on the prin ci ples of self-sac ri fice and not
the pres er va tion of nat u ral life.

These are the spir i tual ele ments that hold
the solu tion to the fac tion al ism that so divided
the Corin thian breth ren. There was a mea sure
of car nal ity and self ish ness in their desire to
pre fer one above another. Their ado ra tion of
human lead er ship rather than a desire for
 spiritual unity of the church col lec tive was the
symp tom which pointed to the lack of a spir i -
tual mind. This new men tal dimen sion is what
Paul calls “the mind of Christ.”

Here is how Paul describes it: “Have this
mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
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who, exist ing in the form of God, counted not
the being on an equal ity with God a thing to
be grasped, but emp tied him self, tak ing the
form of a ser vant, being made in the like ness of
men; and being found in fash ion as a man, he
hum bled him self, becom ing obe di ent even unto 
death, yea, the death of the cross” (Philippians 
2:5-8, ASV).

How the Spir i tual Mind Works
Paul informs the Corin thi ans that the spir i tual 
mind oper ates by “com par ing spir i tual things
with spir i tual.” The word sugkrino (Strong’s
4793), trans lated “com par ing,” can mean “to
join or com min gle” and thus con veys the
thought of join ing two thoughts to explain or
make clear their mean ing. It is often used in
the Sep tu a gint to trans late the Hebrew pathar
(Strong’s 6622) which means “to unfold, or
reveal” (see Gen e sis 40:8,16,22; 41:12,15).
In other words the reader is asked to com pare
one scriptural verse with another, and con tex -
tu ally to com pare the Old Tes ta ment writ ings
with the new Chris tian real i ties of the New
Tes ta ment.

This accords well with Peter’s thought:
“First of all you must under stand this, that no
proph ecy of scrip ture is a mat ter of one’s own
inter pre ta tion, because no proph ecy ever came
by the impulse of man, but men moved by the
Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 Peter 1:20,
21, RSV).

Barnes notes that some derive from Paul’s

words that “proph e cies, besides hav ing a lit eral 
sig ni fi ca tion, have also a hid den and mys ti cal
sense which can not be learned from the proph -
e cies them selves, but is per ceived by a pecu liar
power of insight imparted by the Holy Spirit,
enabling men to under stand their sec ond ary
mys ter ies.”

Still oth ers, not ing that the Greek word for
“spir i tual” is in the neu ter, feel that the noun to 
be sup plied is “men,” thus the ren der ing “com -
par ing spir i tual things with spir i tual men.”
There is a truth in this as well, that the search
for spir i tual truth entails the seek ing out of the
thoughts of other spir i tual thoughts by a peer
review of one’s inter pre ta tions. This agrees
with the con text of the entire epis tle where the
apos tle stresses that the breth ren of the var i ous
fac tions need each other (see 1 Corin thi ans
4:1-6 where Paul applies the sacred ness of
stew ard ship both to Apollos and him self). The 
advice of Ephe sians 4:16 seems espe cially rel e -
vant: “From whom the whole body fitly joined
together and com pacted by that which every
joint supplieth, accord ing to the effec tual work -
ing in the mea sure of every part, maketh in -
crease of the body unto the edi fy ing of itself in
love.”

Let all who name the name of Christ fully
rely on the holy spirit to rightly inter pret the
word of God and apply its prin ci ples in Chris -
tian love, always seek ing to put on “the mind of 
Christ.”
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The New Mind

As the new con tin ues to de velop, the hu man grad u ally dies, un til the death of the 
one and the per fec tion of the other is com plete. As “new crea tures,” we have a
.mea sure of the life, spirit, mind of our Heav enly Fa ther. This en er giz ing spirit

en ables us to carry out that which we cov e nanted to do—viz. to make sub ject, and to keep 
un der, our mor tal (hu man) body. … Thus while the old mind is treated as if dead, the
ef fect of the new mind is to quicken these mor tal bod ies, counted dead, mak ing them the
liv ing ac tive ser vants of the new mind. …

The results of this new sap (the new mind, the spirit, power, or will of God, dwell ing
within) intro duced into the dead tree, is seen in the fruits. Now the fruits of the spirit are
love, faith, dil i gence, patience, humil ity, etc.; in short, God li ness (God-like ness) and “if
these things be in you and abound, they make you that you shall nei ther be bar ren,
nor unfruit ful in the KNOWL EDGE of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:5-8). Such
a spirit we are told (John 16:13) will guide us into an under stand ing of all truth due. It
will guide the body as a whole, into all truth.

—Re prints, p. 385



Joel 2

Pouring Out the Spirit
I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh.—Joel 2:28

Da vid Rice

The prophet Joel is cited by Pe ter in
Acts chap ter 2, but is not oth er wise
men tioned or ref er enced in Scrip ture.

What we know of Joel is only what is con tained 
in his brief proph ecy of three chap ters.

Evi dently Joel was a prophet in Judah, for
chap ter two opens with an alarm “in Zion, and 
... in my holy moun tain.” Both expres sions
refer to Jeru sa lem, the cap i tal of the king dom of 
Judah. In chap ter one Joel says, “a nation is
come up upon my land, strong, and with out
num ber, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and 
he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion” (verse
6). Dan iel chap ter seven uses a lion to rep re -
sent Bab y lon, but Bab y lon does not fit the
 circumstances of this proph ecy because the
invader described in chap ter two is thwarted
from tak ing Jeru sa lem (verse 20), whereas
Bab y lon did take Jeru sa lem, repeat edly, and
burned the temple on the third time.

Joel’s great lion evi dently refers to Assyria.
Assyria and Bab y lon were of sim i lar cul ture,
and extant arti facts from ancient times show
that both used the lion to rep re sent their
strength, agil ity, and power. Jer e miah applies
this ani mal to both Assyria and Bab y lon:
“Israel is a scat tered sheep; the lions have
driven him away: first the king of Assyria hath
devoured him; and last this Nebuchadrezzar
king of Bab y lon hath bro ken his bones” (Jer e -
miah 50:17). In the case of Joel, the threat at
hand was Assyria.

Im pend ing De struc tion

Joel chap ter two opens with a scene of fore -
bod ing and impend ing destruc tion. The day
of “dark ness and of gloom i ness ... of clouds
and of thick dark ness ... a great peo ple and a
strong” (verse 2) speaks of the Assyr ian inva -
sion, evi dently when Sennacherib massed his
forces against Judah and ulti mately against Jeru -
sa lem itself. Twenty-two years ear lier Assyria
had destroyed the north ern king dom of Israel
and its cap i tal city Samaria had fallen. That
was under the reign of the Assyr ian king Shal -

maneser (2 Kings 17:3). His five-year reign
closed only a year after the fall of Samaria,
and Sargon next ruled the em pire. He trans -
ported Jews out of the land and planted in
their place Gen tiles from var i ous lands; these
sub se quently adopted the Jew ish reli gion and
became the peo ple later referred to as “Samar -
i tans.”

Sargon is men tioned by name in Isa iah 20:1.
For some time before the mid-1800s crit ics
charged this was an error in holy writ, but this
has long since been dis missed. Since the un -
earth ing of the pro lific Assyr ian state ar chives,
all the Assyr ian kings men tioned in the Bible
have been thor oughly doc u mented. Sar gon
reigned for sev en teen years, and was fol lowed
by Sennacherib, one of the most op pres sive
con quer ors. In his fourth year, 701 B.C., he
advanced against Judea and threat ened to over -
whelm Jeru sa lem. The epi sode is from the ac -
count in Isa iah chap ters 36, 37, and 38, and
its par al lel nar ra tives in Kings and Chron i cles. 

Isa iah had proph e sied that “the waters of
the river, strong and many, even the king of
Assyria, and all his glory” would “come up
over all his chan nels, and go over all his banks:
and ... pass through Judah ... and ... reach even 
to the neck [Jeru sa lem]; and the stretch ing out
of his wings [armies] shall fill the breadth of
thy land” (Isa iah 8:7, 8). That time had come, 
and Joel sounded the alarm.

Je ru sa lem De liv ered

King Heze kiah, and all Israel, prayed for de -
liv er ance and God mirac u lously deliv ered them:
“The angel of the LORD went forth, and
smote in the camp of the Assyrians [185,000]:
and when they arose early in the morn ing,
behold, they were all dead corpses” (Isa iah
37:36; see also Micah 5:5). 

Joel recounts much the same in Joel 2:13-20,
and then prom ises a great bless ing from God
would fol low. Then Joel proph e sies of the out -
pour ing of the holy spirit, which would come
later: “It shall come to pass after ward, that I
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will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your
sons and your daugh ters shall proph esy, and
your old men shall dream dreams, your young
men shall see visions: and also upon the ser -
vants and upon the hand maids in those days
will I pour out my spirit. And I will shew won -
ders in the heav ens and in the earth, blood,
and fire, and pil lars of smoke. The sun shall be 
turned into dark ness, and the moon into blood, 
before the great and the ter ri ble day of the
LORD come. And it shall come to pass, that
who so ever shall call on the name of the LORD

shall be deliv ered: for in mount Zion and in
Jeru sa lem shall be deliv er ance, as the LORD

hath said, and in the rem nant whom the
LORD shall call” (Joel 2:28-32).

Two Fulfillments

This bless ing did come as prom ised. It came
through the death of Christ and the out pour -
ing of the spirit begin ning at Pen te cost. Peter’s
quo ta tion of this pas sage on that occa sion is
recorded in Acts 2:17-21. But the re demp tion 
of Jeru sa lem by God recurs at the intro duc -
tion of the Mil len nial king dom also, an event
men tioned begin ning in Zech a riah 14:3. Dur -
ing the Mil len nium the spirit of God will be
poured out even more broadly upon all flesh,
and all will enjoy the bless ings of that age.

Let us look first at how Peter applied Joel’s
proph ecy on the day of Pen te cost.

“I will pour out my spirit upon all
flesh.” On the day of Pen te cost there were
vis i tors from sur round ing lands who had come
to Jeru sa lem to observe the feast. This means
they were either Jews liv ing else where, or pros -
e lytes like the Ethi o pian eunuch of Acts chap -
ter eight. The pres ence of such vis i tors is why
the speak ing in tongues by the apos tles was so
use ful a gift. “We do hear them [the apos tles]
speak in our tongues the won der ful works of
God” (Acts 2:11).

And what won der ful things they had to
speak! They had just received the wit ness of
the spirit that Jesus told them would come, and 
now they could be his wit nesses. Tongues of
fire had mirac u lously appeared over their
heads, as though to say they were anointed to
spread a vibrant and pow er ful mes sage to all
the hear ing ears. Pen te cost is com mem o rated
by the Jew ish peo ple as a remem brance of the
giv ing of the Law at Sinai; now the spirit of
that Law was open ing up to all who would
embrace it. No doubt the apos tles were ener -

gized with great exu ber ance in speak ing of the
res ur rec tion of their mas ter, that he was indeed
the Mes siah as tes ti fied by his res ur rec tion, and 
the gifts they had now received at his hand.

Fol low ing Peter’s pub lic and impromptu
address to the crowds, three thou sand were
enliv ened with the spirit, the same num ber as
were slain when the let ter of the law was deliv -
ered through Moses (com pare Acts 2:41 with
Exo dus 32:28). Indeed it could be said,
“The let ter killeth, but the spirit giv eth life”
(2 Corin thi ans 3:6).

But Pen te cost was only the begin ning of
Joel’s prom ised bless ing. Later, at the con ver -
sion of Cornelius, the gift of tongues came up -
on Gen tiles as well. Thus “all flesh” expanded
to mean not just the Jews at Jeru sa lem and
those from abroad, but non-pros e ly tized Gen -
tiles as well. There was no lon ger a divi sion
between the two: “He ... hath bro ken down the 
mid dle wall of par ti tion between us ... for to
make in him self of twain [Jews and Gen tiles]
one new man” (Ephe sians 2:14,15).

“And your sons and your daugh ters
shall proph esy.” Youths, even includ ing
daugh ters, would be eli gi ble for this bless ing.
The dea con Philip “had four daugh ters, vir -
gins, which did proph esy” (Acts 21:9).

“Your old men shall dream dreams.”
Accord ing to Vine’s Expos i tory Dic tio nary the
Greek word for old is not archaios (“orig i nal,
ancient”), or palaios (“old in years”), but pres -
byteros (“older, elder”). The word need not
mean only men with white hair, but can apply
to mature men of “rank or posi tions of respon -
si bil ity” as well. Exam ples of this prom ise of
dreams may be Peter’s dream about accept ing
the Gen tiles (Acts 10:9-16), and Paul’s
dream of the man from Mac e do nia (Acts 16:9).

“Your young men shall see visions.”
The apos tle Paul, while still a young Chris -
tian, was caught up by vision into the “third
heav ens” (2 Corin thi ans 12:2-4).

“Upon the ser vants and upon the
hand maids in those days will I pour out
my spirit.” There are no bar ri ers to the poor
or lowly. “Whether we be bond or free … [we
are] all made to drink into one Spirit” (1 Cor -
in thi ans 12:13).
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“I will shew won ders in the heav ens
and in the earth, blood, and fire, and
pil lars of smoke.” There was no lack of
won ders when Jesus was cru ci fied. Even the
cen tu rion exclaimed, “Truly this was the Son
of God” (Mat thew 27:54). The blood of Je -
sus was dis played openly on the cross, and in
tongues of fire over the heads of the apos tles.
Or pos si bly, these sym bols refer to the judg -
ments vis ited on Judea within the next forty
years when “pil lars of smoke” could refer to the 
burn ing of Jeru sa lem.

“The sun shall be turned into dark -
ness, and the moon into blood, before
the great and the ter ri ble day of the
LORD come.” At mid day when our Lord
was on the cross, there was a remark able dark -
en ing which lasted about three hours (Mat -
thew 27:45). That eve ning as the moon rose, it 
was eclipsed in a man ner that cast a red dish-
orange hue over it, turn ing “the moon into
blood” as the ancients described it. This oc -
curred on Fri day eve ning, April 3, 33 A.D.

on the Julian cal en dar. This inci dent was de -
scribed in the arti cle “Dat ing the Cru ci fix ion”
which appeared in the Decem ber, 1983, sci en -
tific jour nal Nature. This sign is not recorded
in the Gos pel accounts, but it is a ful fill ment of
the Joel proph ecy. Occur ring as it did in the
year 33 A.D., it pre ceded the end of the Ro -
man Wars against Judea by forty years; A.D.

73 was the date of the fall of the Jew ish for tress
Masada.

“It shall come to pass, that who so -
ever shall call on the name of the LORD

shall be deliv ered: for in mount Zion
and in Jeru sa lem shall be deliv er ance,
as the LORD hath said, and in the rem -
nant whom the LORD shall call.” So it
has been ever since. The blessed call of sal va -
tion is open to every hear ing ear and hum ble
heart. It ema nated from Jeru sa lem, and spread
world wide. 

Dur ing the King dom

When the Mil len nial king dom breaks upon the
world, the blessed call of sal va tion will also
begin at Jeru sa lem, and spread world wide from 
there. Then the holy spirit of God (Ephe sians
4:30) will reach every per son on the globe.
The dead of past ages will be res ur rected and
receive it also. Those who accept that call will
receive ever last ing earthly life, though not the
spiritual glory being offered to faith ful Chris -
tians in the pres ent age. But it will be a grand
call none the less. It will be all encom pass ing.
Every crea ture on earth will re ceive the mes -
sage and the urg ing of the spirit.

To accept this offer of life will be each per -
son’s choice. Then, as now, it will require re -
pen tance and also effort to repair the fallen
char ac ters and dis po si tions that are inher ent in
each of us. But for a thou sand years, God will
make every thing con du cive to prog ress. Surely
the vast major ity of restored man kind will ap -
pre ci ate this offer and receive the gift of ever -
last ing, earthly life (Isa iah 35:8-10; Rev e la tion 
22:17).
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The Spirit at Pentecost

This was noth ing less than spirit-begettal; the same holy spirit that had im bued the 
Head, Christ Je sus, had be gun to de scend to anoint his Body, the church. As
each mem ber of his Body has re ceived this spirit, be get ting him to the di vine na -

ture, it has had the same ef fect. When Je sus re ceived it, he im me di ately be gan his preach -
ing min is try. When those at Pen te cost re ceived it, they be gan to use their tongues to
proph esy and preach. As each one of us re ceives it, we tell out the glad tid ings at ev ery
op por tu nity, and build up one an other in the most holy faith. We re nounce our earthly in -
ter ests, aims, and am bi tions, and “walk in new ness of life” (Romans 6:4). We be gin a
new life. We be come new crea tures. As Paul said in 2 Co rin thi ans 5:17, “There fore, if
any man be in Christ, he is a new crea ture: old things are passed away; be hold, all things
are be come new.”

—Dis courses of Rob ert S. Seklemian, p. 98



On The Other Hand

The Acts 2 Pentecostal Miracle
[They] were con founded because that every man heard them speak in his own
 language. —Acts 2:6

Mi chael Nekora

W
hen the holy spirit came upon the
as sem bled dis ci ples in the up per
room on the day of Pen te cost, they

were able to wit ness bril liantly to the truth to
“de vout men, out of ev ery na tion un der heav -
en” (Acts 2:5) who spoke lan guages other
than the Ar a maic of Je ru sa lem. Most peo ple
think this “speak ing in tongues” means these
dis ci ples spoke lan guages they did not know.
Cer tainly there are in stances in the New Tes ta -
ment when that kind of mir a cle hap pened and
Paul cau tions when it does hap pen, there be
some one to in ter pret what is said (1 Co rin thi -
ans 14:27). How ever, the in ter nal ev i dence of
Acts 2 strongly im plies that on that day the
mir a cle was one of hear ing. The peo ple
them selves de scribed it that way in three
places:

Vs. 6: [They] were con founded be cause
that  every man heard them speak in
his own lan guage.

Vs. 8: How hear we ev ery man in our
own tongue …?

Vs. 11: We do hear them speak in our
tongues the won der ful works of God.

In Acts 2:14 Peter stood up and spoke. In
verse 41 at the end of his remarks we read that
“Those who accepted his mes sage were bap -
tized, and about three thou sand were added to
their num ber that day” (NIV). What lan guage
did Peter speak? If it was some lan guage he
did not know, a large frac tion of his audi ence
would not have under stood his words. Yet
these “devout men” did under stand and they
were bap tized.

And what a mir a cle this would have been to 
those peo ple. If any of us were in a for eign
crowd where all lan guages were being spo ken,

none of us would be sur prised if some one on a
street cor ner began to speak in our lan guage.
Pre sum ably he learned the lan guage in school.
But if this same per son spoke what was clearly
not our lan guage, yet we under stood his words
as though we were wear ing ear phones pro vid -
ing a trans la tion into our own lan guage, that
surely would make us excited, so much so that
oth ers would be at tracted and enthu si as ti cally
join with us. 

But if hear ing was the mir a cle, how are we
to under stand the words of verse 4 where those
filled with the holy spirit “began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter -
ance”? It was a ful fill ment of Jesus’ words said
to his  disciples before this hap pened: “When
you are brought before syn a gogues, rul ers and
author i ties, do not worry about how you will
defend your selves or what you will say, for the
Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what
you should say” (Luke 12:11,12, NIV). 

The holy spirit inspired the dis ci ples to
go forth and speak dif fer ent truths based on
recent events as proph e sied in the Bible. As
those in the crowd cir cu lated from one dis ci ple
to another, they heard in their own lan guage
what the NIV calls “the won ders of God.”
We some times say a per son is “sil ver-tongued” 
mean ing he “has or exhib its the power of flu ent 
and per sua sive speech; elo quent.” On that
Pen te cos tal day all these dis ci ples were “sil ver-
tongued.”

But whether the mir a cle was one of speak -
ing or one of hear ing, we rejoice that God
speaks to all who seek him regard less of their
native lan guage. He speaks through his word,
the Bible, which has been trans lated into all
the major lan guages of this planet, and most of
the minor ones as well. And no mat ter which
lan guage we use to pray to him, he hears them
all equally well. 
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Knowl edge, Not Emo tions

The Witness of the Spirit
The Spirit itself beareth wit ness with our spirit, that we are the chil dren of God.

—Romans 8:16

T
his doc trine of the wit ness of the spirit
is im por tant to God’s peo ple be cause
on it de pends to a con sid er able ex tent

their pos ses sion of peace and as sur ance of
faith. If they lack this tes ti mony of the spirit,
doubts and fears will as sail them. They will
find them selves among those who sing the well-
known hymn: 

“ ’Tis a point I long to know—
    Oft it causes anx ious thought: 
Do I love the Lord or no? 
    Am I his or am I not?”

The mis con cep tions con cern ing the wit ness
of the spirit have led to much con fu sion and
despair on the part of some. They imag ined
that feel ings and emo tions of joy pos sessed in
the begin ning when they first knew the Lord,
were evi dences of their son ship, and when, as
it were, the “woes” of life over took them and
the first impulses of joy were lost in sor row and
dis ap point ment, then uncer tain ties assailed the 
con vic tions of their son ship and accep tance
with the Father. “Alas!” they cry. “Where is
the bless ed ness I knew, when first I found the
Lord?” Any one who allows his feel ings to
affect his course in life, even from a worldly
stand point, can never gain sta bil ity enough to
live a life of accom plish ments. One must per se -
vere in what one has com mit ted to do irre spec -
tive of feel ings.

Can we imag ine a Chris tian, with the great
war fare before him, with the lofty heights to
attain, and the path of self-sac ri fice and death
before him, to allow his feel ings to dampen his
zeal or weaken his con vic tions? No, there must
be a firmer foun da tion than this. A Chris tian
must be guided by knowl edge that comes from
a proper under stand ing of the Word of God.
All who rec og nize they have been drawn to the
Lord, and who have faith in the aton ing merit
of Christ and who con se crated their all to God, 

may have the wit ness of the Word of God that
they are accepted as sons, as pro ba tion ary
mem bers of the church. The anoint ing and seal 
of the spirit which they have received is a wit -
ness to them of their son ship. There are many
other Scrip tural fac tors that aug ment this wit -
ness.

“For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If
ye endure chas ten ing, God dealeth with you as
with sons; for what son is he whom the father
chasteneth not?” (Hebrews 12:6,7). Every  evi -
dence of the heav enly, dis ci plin ing hand upon
us is a tes ti mony that we are his sons. Even
though “no chas ten ing for the pres ent seemeth
to be joy ous, but griev ous: nev er the less after -
ward it yieldeth the peace able fruit of righ -
teous ness unto them which are exer cised there -
by” (Hebrews 12:11). 

We may not be able to rejoice in the chas -
ten ing expe ri ence itself, but we may rejoice in
the wit ness that it brings as a fresh evi dence of
our rela tion ship to God. When we remem ber
God’s state ment, “As many as I love, I rebuke
and chas ten” (Rev e la tion 3:19), we may take
fresh con fi dence that we are still in the spe cial
love of the Father as long as we are being dis ci -
plined. Every expe ri ence, prop erly received, has 
a lit tle note attached to it. It reads: “With love,
from the Father.”

Employ ing the fig ure of a vine and its
branches, the mas ter said, “I am the vine, ye
are the branches” (John 15:5) and “every
branch in me that beareth not fruit he tak eth
away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit”
(John 15:2). As “branches in the vine” we are
sub jected to such expe ri ences that tend to cut
off ten den cies to “wood-mak ing,” i.e., all incli -
na tions toward earthly attach ments. If we find
such “purgings” being made in us, it is another 

Sep tem ber/October 2005 25



evi dence that we are his chil dren. True, even
worldly peo ple have hard ships and dif fi cul ties
which resem ble those of the Lord’s peo ple, but
they can not be con sid ered marks of son ship
because only those who have made a cov e nant
with the Lord in con se cra tion have a rela tion -
ship with him. Oth ers may profit from their
adver si ties, but they may not view them as a
“wit ness” of their rela tion ship as sons in the
divine fam ily.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, long suf fer ing, gen tle ness, good ness,
faith, meek ness, tem per ance” (Galatians 5:22, 
23). To the extent that we find these graces
in our hearts and as they increase in inten sity
and matu rity we may know from this that the
“spirit” is strongly tes ti fy ing that we are the
“sons of God.” While we may never reach per -
fec tion in these graces so far as our actions are
con cerned, we should real ize a richer and fuller 
pos ses sion of them as we prog ress along the
way. One day there will come a ripe ness and
matu rity to this “fruit of the spirit” in our lives
which will make for the inher i tance prom ised to 
all who are faith ful. Such com ple tion in these
graces should be sought as early in the Chris -
tian life as pos si ble; there should be no pro cras -
ti nat ing and no time or effort spared from so
grand a work. This life is too short to be oth er -
wise minded.

Another vital “wit ness” is found when we
are rejected and per se cuted by those around us 
for our insis tence on preach ing the mes sage of
truth. “Blessed are they which are per se cuted
for righ teous ness’ sake: for theirs is the king -
dom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and per se cute you, and shall say all
man ner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
Rejoice, and be exceed ing glad: for great is
your reward in heaven” (Mat thew 5:10-12).
Those in whom the Word dwells richly must
find expres sion of it by tell ing the glad tid ings
to oth ers. Whether men hear or whether they
for bear, they shall still feel im pelled to preach
and make known the divine plan far and wide.
Nat u rally dark ness hates the light. Opposi -
tions and per se cu tions will arise as God’s peo -
ple per se vere in their min is try. All such suf fer -
ing and oppo si tion brought about by a faith ful
proc la ma tion of the truth is a “wit ness of the
Spirit” reas sur ing us of son ship and accep -

tance with God. Because the terms of dis ci ple -
ship entail suf fer ing, it must fol low that all
those who “suf fer” with him are his breth ren
and shall con se quently “reign” with him (2
Tim o thy 2:12). Every sor row and pain that
results from a close fol low ing of the Master
becomes a “wit ness” of son ship, and an incen -
tive to greater faith ful ness.

“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God. Set your affec tion
on things above, not on things on the earth”
(Colossians 3:1,2). To the extent that we find
our selves spir i tu ally minded, seek ing those
things which are above, we may know that the
“spirit” is wit ness ing, con firm ing not only our
son ship, but our growth and pro gres sion as
sons. If we find an increas ing desire for spir i -
tual wis dom and under stand ing and a deeper
knowl edge of the truth, it is also an encour ag -
ing evi dence to us. The apos tle says, “For to
be car nally minded is death; but to be spir i tu -
ally minded is life and peace” (Romans 8:6).
Hence, to be spir i tu ally minded should give us
great con fi dence with respect to the “great rec -
om pense of reward” (Hebrews 10:35).

There are many other wit nesses of the spirit, 
but the great est of these may be summed up in
the one word, “love”: “Herein is our love made 
per fect, that we may have bold ness in the day
of judg ment (Greek: krisis, the church’s trial
time asso ci ated with the Lord’s return): be -
cause as he is, so are we in this world. There is
no fear in love; but per fect love casteth out
fear” (1 John 4:17,18). If our love has been
per fected and we are free from fear, allow ing
only the sweet influ ence of love to guide and
con trol us, then we have one of the grand est
tes ti mo nies we can have and we should rejoice
in our blessed posi tion.

Once we place our rela tion ship with the
Lord on the surer foun da tion of under stand ing 
and knowl edge, and sep a rate off ephem eral
emo tions, we will have a more effec tual walk in
the nar row way that leads to life.

“Let us hold fast the pro fes sion of our faith
with out waver ing; (for he is faith ful that prom -
ised)” (Hebrews 10:23).

“For I know whom I have believed, and am
per suaded that he is able to keep that which I
have com mit ted unto him against that day”
(2 Tim o thy 1:12).
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Christ-like Character

The Fruits of the Spirit
By this is my Father glo ri fied, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my dis ci ples.—
John 15:8, NAS

Brent Hislop

T
he apos tle Paul lists the fruits of the
spirit as love, joy, peace, pa tience,
kind ness, good ness, faith ful ness, gen -

tle ness and self-con trol (Galatians 5:22,23,
NAS). In di vid u ally or col lec tively these fruits
de mand a Chris tian’s close con sid er ation.
They are the fruits of a spirit-filled life; they are 
the mea sure of our growth in Christ-like ness.

The churches in the region of Galatia were
com prised mostly of Gen tile Chris tians who
were expe ri enc ing tre men dous con flict. Paul
writes, “I am amazed that you are so quickly
desert ing him who called you by the grace of
Christ, for a dif fer ent gos pel” (Galatians 1:6,
NAS). He asks, “O fool ish Galatians, who hath 
be witched you …?” (Galatians 3:1). Later he
an swers his own ques tion: It was those of the
cir cum ci sion, Judaizers who sought to com pel
all Chris tians, both Jew and Gen tile, to observe 
the cer e mo nial fea tures of the Jew ish law. Paul
would have none of it: “I tes tify again to every
man that is cir cum cised, that he is a debtor to
do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect
unto you, who so ever of you are jus ti fied by the
law; ye are fallen from grace” (Galatians 5:3,
4).

Before Paul lists the fruits of the spirit in
chap ter five, he first lists the works of the flesh
in verses 19-21. Accord ing to the NAS they
are immo ral ity, impu rity, sen su al ity, idol a try,
sor cery, enmi ties, strife, jeal ousy, out-bursts of
anger, dis putes, dissentions, fac tions, envy ing,
drunk en ness, carous ing, and the like.

Begin ning in verse 18 Paul says if you are
led of the spirit, you are not under the law.
Then he says the works of the flesh are man i -
fest, or self-evi dent. What is the con nec tion
between the law and the works of the flesh
(Greek: sarx, often used to sig nify the fallen
human nature)? Per haps it is sim ply that the
doc trinal error of the Judaizers leads to cor rup -
tion of both doc trine and behav ior. More likely

Paul is tak ing a key argu ment of the pro tag o -
nists and turn ing it around to illus trate their
error and develop a pow er ful les son regard ing
the fruits of the spirit. The Judaizers believed
and sought to con vince oth ers that obser vance
of the God-given law was how one could rise
above the flesh, the fallen human nature, and
thereby live in God’s favor. They believed and
taught that lib erty from the law meant license
to the flesh.

Paul says explic itly to not use lib erty as an
occa sion for the flesh, but rather as an oppor tu -
nity to serve one another (Galatians 5:13). He 
then says that though the Judaizers may be
 promoting the law, they failed to see that the
con flict they were caus ing was con trary to the
sum ma tion of the law which was, “You shall
love your neigh bor as your self.” He con tin ues
in the fol low ing verses by say ing: “But if you
bite and devour one another, take care lest you
be con sumed by one another. But I say, walk
by the spirit, and you will not carry out the
desire of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire
against the spirit, and the spirit against the
flesh; for these are in oppo si tion to one
another, so that you may not do the things that
you please” (NAS). The con flict was really of
the flesh, the very thing those of the cir cum ci -
sion claimed to be able to over come by an
obser vance of their beliefs. But Paul says it is
by the spirit, not the law, that one can over -
come the flesh: “If ye be led of the Spirit, ye
are not under the law” (vs. 18).

After Paul empha sizes that one over comes
the flesh, the fallen human nature, not by the
law but by the spirit, he enu mer ates the works
of the flesh in con trast to the fruits of the spirit.
Here is a sim plis tic com par i son of the two.

The works of the flesh include: 
1. Var i ous immo ral i ties;
2. False wor ship;
3. Con ten tions and dis putes with oth ers.
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The fruits of the spirit include: 
1. Moral excel lence;
2. True love and faith ful ness to God;
3. Love, peace, and patience toward
    oth ers.

The fruits of the spirit accord ing to the NAS

are love, joy, peace, patience, kind ness, good -
ness, faith ful ness, gen tle ness and self con trol.
Is this a com plete list? And if these fruits
are only obtain able through the spirit, why do
non-Chris tians also expe ri ence love, joy, and
peace? 

Look ing at Paul’s list, it is clear he intended 
it to be com pre hen sive, not exhaus tive. Just as
his list of the works of the flesh could have been 
more exten sive, so also could he have extended
his list of the fruits of the spirit. When Paul
lists the gifts of the spirit in 1 Corin thi ans
12:7-11, he says God gave to the early church
nine gifts for their edi fi ca tion. Like wise Paul
enu mer ates nine fruits of the spirit. Per haps
Paul is draw ing our atten tion to the devel op -
ment of the inter nal fruits of Christ-like char ac -
ter devel op ment by con trast ing these to the
tem po rary, exter nal gifts.

Although non-Chris tians expe ri ence love,
joy, and peace, only those begot ten of the spirit 
can develop these fruits through the spirit of
God. Only these are now the chil dren of God:
“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they
are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14). Only a
true child of God is led by the spirit through
trial and trib u la tion to be “filled with the fruits
of righ teous ness, which are by Jesus Christ,
unto the glory and praise of God” (Philippians 
1:11).

Je sus as Model

It is not by acci dent that the first fruit listed
is love. Through the spirit we learn intel lec tu -
ally and through life’s expe ri ences that God
is love; we learn that if we are to develop God-
like ness, we must learn to love as God loves.
The Greek word ren dered love is agape, a
word rarely used in ancient writ ings and
thought to have been adapted by early Chris -
tian writ ers includ ing Paul, John, Peter, and
Jude to ex press a higher love not gen er ally
under stood by the world. Agape love finds its
great est per son i fi ca tion, as do all of the fruits
of the spirit, in Jesus.

When Chris tians think of devel op ing God-
like ness, they think of Jesus who said to Phillip, 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father”
(John 14:9). On other occa sions we read:
“Jesus said ... You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind … you shall love your
neigh bor as your self” (Mat thew 22:37-39,
NAS). “Ye have heard that it hath been said,
Thou shalt love thy neigh bour, and hate thine
enemy. But I say unto you, Love your ene mies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which despite fully
use you, and per se cute you; that ye may be the
chil dren of your Father which is in heaven: for
he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the
unjust. For if ye love them which love you,
what reward have ye? do not even the pub li -
cans the same? And if ye salute your breth ren
only, what do ye more than oth ers? do not even 
the pub li cans so? Be ye there fore per fect, even
as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”
(Mat thew 5:43-48) Jesus tells us we are to
love as God loves. 

Jesus not only told us what it meant to love,
he exem pli fied it: “... that the world may know
that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me 
com mand ment, even so I do” (John 14:31).
Pro phet i cally it is writ ten of Jesus, “I delight to
do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within
my heart” (Psalm 40:8). Jesus came not for
the exal ta tion of self, but for the exal ta tion of
God. He delighted to do the Father’s will, it
was within his heart, it was his great est love. 

On one occa sion the dis ci ples came to Jesus
and told him to eat some thing because he
surely was tired from his min is try and needed
refresh ment. But Jesus said his food was to do
the will of him who sent him, and accom plish
his work. What an exam ple of love for the
Father and for man kind does Jesus pro vide!
His love is so pro found that even while going to 
the cross, while being mocked by the sol diers,
chief priests, scribes, and elders, Jesus’ love
looked out on oth ers as he said, “Daugh ters of
Jeru sa lem, weep not for me, but weep for your -
selves, and for your chil dren” (Luke 23:28).
When Jesus saw his mother, he com mended
her to the care of the dis ci ple he loved (John
19:26,27). If the word agape is meant to sig -
nify a higher, self less love, agape is Jesus.
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The next fruit of the spirit is joy. This sug -
gests a direct con nec tion to Jesus. We are told
that for the joy set before him, Jesus endured
the cross, dis re garded the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God
(Hebrews 12:2). Jesus’ joy was to do the will
of his Father, and in his sac ri fice to express his
love for his Father. He rejoiced to bring re -
demp tion, and with it, the oppor tu nity for all
cre ation to come back into har mony with God:
“He shall see the tra vail of his soul, and shall
be sat is fied” (Isa iah 53:11). This sat is fac tion
includes eter nal joy. It shall be like wise for his
faith ful, foot-step fol low ers, “… at the appear -
ing of Jesus Christ: whom hav ing not seen, ye
love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet
believ ing, ye rejoice with joy unspeak able and
full of glory: receiving the end of your faith,
even the sal va tion of your souls” (1 Peter 1:7-
9). Imag ine our hard est expe ri ences being
turned into our great est joys as lost loved ones
return from the grave and come to know God.
Hal le lu iah, what a sav ior!

Peace is the next fruit of the spirit. Con -
sider the last night of our Lord’s earthly min is -
try as recorded in Luke 22. As Jesus’ great
trial lay before him, the dis ci ples dis puted
about who should be great est in the king dom.
Judas left to betray him. Jesus took three oth ers
with him into the gar den of Geth sema ne and
asked them to watch and pray as he him self
went a stone’s throw dis tance to pray. We are
told his soul was sor row ful, even unto death.
The divine plan embrac ing eter nal redemp tion
rested on his shoul ders as his death lay imme -
di ately before him. He sought some strength
and solace from his dis ci ples, per haps as in -
stru ments of sup port, but when he returned to
them, they were asleep. Later that night the
oth ers fled while Peter denied Jesus. But from
the great soul anguish that Jesus had when he
entered the gar den, he left com posed and at
peace; his prayer was answered when he was
reas sured that all was well in his rela tion ship
with the Father. 

He was arrested, tried, beaten, spat upon,
and mocked. Though phys i cally spent from his 
three-and-a-half year min is try, he could stand
before Pilate with such regal com po sure, that
this Roman mag is trate said in awe, “Behold
the Man.” Can there be a better mea sure of
our near ness to God than com po sure under

fire? Paul tells us to not be anx ious or care -
worn, but to take every thing to God in prayer
(Philippians 4:6,7). If we do this, the peace of
God which passes all human com pre hen sion
will keep our hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus. What a prom ise this is! The inti mate,
prayer ful rela tion ship with God will bring
calm ness and peace to allay all anx i ety; it will
keep or guard our affec tions and thoughts from
going astray. As it was for Jesus so it will be
for us; out ward cir cum stances should not affect 
our inner calm, our peace of God.

Patience, kind ness, good ness, faith ful ness,
gen tle ness and self con trol com plete the list.
Patience means to suf fer long, to endure un -
der prov o ca tion from oth ers. Kind ness car ries 
the intrigu ing thoughts of moral excel lence,
affa bil ity, mild ness of tem per, a pleas ant dis -
po si tion that is not crabby, sour, or morose.
Good ness has the sim ple mean ing of a dis po -
si tion to do good for oth ers. Faith ful ness
means full of faith, fidel ity to God and man.
Gen tle ness con veys the thought of meek ness, 
mild ness, humil ity, and sub mis sive ness. Self-
con trol means self restraint about one’s de -
sires.

In all these things Jesus is our exam ple. His
patience is extolled in Hebrews 12:3 where we
are told to con sider his exam ple as one who
endured con tra dic tion of sin ners, lest we be
weary. Paul says our love [agape] must be
patient, long suf fer ing (1 Corin thi ans 13:4,7).
Most can bear hard ship for a brief period; true
agape love will bear up over the long term. 

The thought of kind ness con vey ing moral
excel lence is espe cially appro pri ate to Jesus
who was holy, harm less, unde filed, and sep a -
rate from sin ners (Hebrews 7:26). Good ness
is defined as an attrib ute of God, the dis po si -
tion to do good for oth ers (2 Thessalonians
1:11). This also fits Jesus, for he gave of him -
self for the bless ing of oth ers. Mul ti tudes
sought to touch him because vir tue, power, or
vital ity went out of him and healed them all
(Luke 6:19). 

It is thrill ing to read the many gos pel ac -
counts of Jesus giv ing of him self for the bless ing 
of oth ers. In Mark 2 when the fame of Jesus
spread abroad early in his min is try, the peo ple
flocked to him. When he was in a home in
Capernaum, the crowd was so great there was
no room to move. Four men brought their par a -
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lyzed friend to see Jesus, but they could not
get near him because of the crowd. So they
climbed to the roof of the home, removed a part 
of the cov er ing, and low ered their friend upon
his lit ter down before Jesus. Can we imag ine
the scene? Jesus was impressed by their faith
and said some thing most remark able to the
man: “Your sins are for given.” His words
struck a raw nerve with some scribes and they
mused that he was blas phem ing in say ing this.
Jesus knew their thoughts so he said to them:
“Which is eas ier to say, your sins are for given,
or to say arise, and take up your pal let and
walk?” (Mark 2:9, NAS). Even though clearly 
it would be eas ier to say, “Your sins are for -
given,” with no proof of that being true, yet if
one should say, “Arise, take up your bed and
walk,” and then prove the words by per form ing 
the mir a cle, it would indi cate that not only did
Jesus have the power to heal, he had power to
for give sins also. So Jesus told the man, Arise,
take up your bed, and go home.” Al though the 
man and his friends had found no way into the
home when they arrived, now the crowd,
stunned and amazed, parted as the man took
up his bed and went through their midst. The
peo ple were truly “amazed and were glo ri fy ing
God, say ing, We have never seen any thing like 
this” (v. 12). Jesus’ good ness reached out to
bless oth ers, even to instruct the hard-hearted
whom he knew would not accept him.

Great heroes of faith are recorded in He -
brews chap ter 11. The next chap ter shows that 
the great est hero of faith is Jesus, the one with
whom our faith begins and ends. Jesus said he
sought not his own will, but the will of his
Father who sent him (John 5:30; 6:38). This
dem on strates meek ness, humil ity, and self-con -
trol. In all things Jesus hum bled him self and
sought not his way but the Father’s. Paul said
we should let this mind be in us that was in
Christ Jesus, who, when he had been a spirit
being like God, never even con sid ered grasp -
ing for the maj esty of God; he emp tied him self, 
tak ing the form of a ser vant, being made in the
like ness of men; and being found in fash ion as
a man, he hum bled him self, becom ing obe di ent 
even unto death, yes, even the death of the
cross (Philippians 2:5-8). 

Of Jesus’ self-con trol it is writ ten that in all
things he was made like his breth ren, … for he

him self was tempted in that which he suf fered,
he there fore is able to come to the aid of those
who are tempted (Hebrews 2:17,18). In He -
brews 4:15 we are told we have a high priest
who can sym pa thize with our weak nesses be -
cause he was tempted in all things as are we,
yet with out sin.

Jesus is our model of all the fruits of the
spirit. More than that, with out him we can not
bear this pre cious fruitage. He is the vine, we
are the branches; a branch can not bear fruit of
itself except it abide in the vine; no more can
we bear fruit unless we con tinue to abide in
Jesus. If we con tinue to abide in him, and he in
us, we will bring forth much fruit (John 15:4,
5).

After list ing the fruits of the spirit, Paul
said, “Against such things there is no law”
(Galatians 5:23, NAS), mean ing that those
who live by these vir tu ous fruits are not under
the law’s con dem na tion. He says, “They that
are Christ’s have cru ci fied the flesh [old fallen
human nature] with the affec tions and lusts.”
The works of the flesh have no place in a spirit-
filled life. Paul goes on to say, “If we live in the 
spirit, let us also walk in the spirit” (Galatians
5:25). It is one thing to have been begot ten of
the spirit, to have the old man cru ci fied, to be
dead with Christ and freed from sin (Romans
6:6,7), but it is another thing to con tinue in
grace. So Paul says we must walk in the spirit,
we must con tinue to grow in the fruits of the
spirit. Paul uses an unusual and sel dom-used
Greek word for walk: the word he uses means
to walk in line or rank, to march in step. This
con veys the thought that the devel op ment of
the fruits of the spirit is under the direc tion of
God which em pha sizes the impor tance of seek -
ing to know and to do God’s will.

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
what so ever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the 
flesh reap cor rup tion; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life ever last ing.
And let us not be weary in well doing: for in
due sea son we shall reap, if we faint not”
(Galatians 6:7-9).

May we con tinue to grow in love, joy, peace, 
patience, kind ness, good ness, faith ful ness,
 gentleness, and self-con trol, that we may bear
much fruit and glo rify God.
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The Spirit Personified

The Power of the Highest
Shall Overshadow Thee
And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy [Spirit] shall come upon thee, and

the power of the Highest shall over shadow thee: there fore also that holy thing which shall be 

born of thee shall be called the Son of God.—Luke 1:35

Don ald Holliday

In these words of the an gel Ga briel there
came to the sim ple maid of Naz a reth a
won drous re al iza tion. The eter nal realm of

heaven had dipped into the cir cuit of her lit tle
ev ery day world. A won drous di vine pur pose
now em braced her life, a power of in de fin able
mag ni tude was at work, and she was cho sen to
be a part of a most glo ri ous man i fes ta tion of
un speak able love.

The Brood ing of the Spirit

There is a majes tic gran deur in the open ing
words of Scrip ture that com press the ages of
eter nity past, call forth one after another of the 
vast sys tems of the heav ens, and then speed
through incal cu la ble epochs of time towards
the even tual form ing of this planet earth: “The
Spirit of God was brooding1 on the face of
the waters” (Gen e sis 1:2, Rotherham). Every -
where the thick dark ness of impen e tra ble mists
shrouded this planet swirl ing over the face of its 
waters. And the spirit of God breathed upon
all, flut ter ing over the scene of life less, empty
waste, brood ing with intent upon its wise and
won der ful pur pose. The words that in tro duce
to us the spirit of God con vey the sense of the
patient, unhur ried yet pur pose ful influ ence of a
power com pletely in charge. How many ages
passed, how many spells of calm dark silence,
how many storms that caused the waves to rise
in relent less search ing for a non-exis tent shore,
we can not tell. But we know that what ever
activ ity, what ever age-to-age pro gres sion and

grad ual sur fac ing of earth and upheaval of
moun tains, and the even tual rob ing of all with
count less forms of life, it was the work of the
spirit of God brood ing over all. Nor did its
work cease when that same spirit was breathed
into the nos trils of Adam and he opened his
eyes in par a dise. The great ulti mate pur pose of 
the Lord was not yet achieved. Even now it has 
yet to reach its goal; a thou sand years more will 
still doubt less reveal a fresh open ing vista of its
tire less work ing to the eyes of per fect man in a
new earth under new heav ens.

The spirit of God is relent less in pur pose,
per sis tent in intent, unmoveable and con sis tent
in its prog ress; noth ing can defeat the out come
of its oper a tion. Count less exhi bi tions of un -
fath om able wis dom and skill in every form of
this mate rial uni verse tes tify together with a
great voice that the source of this mighty force
can not be mere blind chance devoid of in tel li -
gence.

So what is it, this spirit of our great Cre -
ator? The Book of the Lord is full of allu sions
to this mighty mys te ri ous force, though writ -
ten in a lan guage that only that same spirit
can clearly inter pret to the mind: “The nat u ral
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God: for they are fool ish ness unto him: nei ther
can he know them, because they are spir i tu ally
 discerned. But he that is spir i tual judgeth all
things, yet he him self is judged of no man”
(1 Corin thi ans 2:14,15). The word “spirit” is
in itself not dif fi cult to under stand with its sim -
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ple mean ing of breath or wind.1 It is an inter -
est ing exam ple of ele ments within human expe -
ri ence being used to assist the human mind
to com pre hend those things belong ing to the
divine realm. There are many exam ples of an -
thro po mor phism in Scrip ture where our divine
Cre ator is described as hav ing var i ous human
forms, parts, and emo tions. He is said, for
exam ple, to pos sess hands, arms, feet, eyes,
ears, nos trils, etc. He is described as chang ing
his mind, and need ing human per sua sion to
alter a deter mined course. Scrip ture con tains
many exam ples of such fig u ra tive lan guage and 
each needs to be cor rectly under stood in con -
text. How ever, it was for bid den to con struct
any image in the like ness of God: “To whom
then will ye liken God? or what like ness will ye
com pare unto him?” (Isa iah 40:18). Nor was
man to con sider the Lord to share the obnox -
ious fea tures of human frailty: “Thou thought -
est that I was alto gether such an one as thy self” 
(Psalm 50:21). 

Nev er the less, the use of fig u ra tive lan guage
enabled some degree of lim ited com mu ni ca tion 
between the heav enly and earthly realms. Per -
haps this may be lik ened to a kind of “baby
talk” used by par ents to address infant minds
inca pa ble of adult thought. Thus the word
mean ing breath or wind is used in Scrip ture to
iden tify the power ema nat ing from the Cre ator
to accom plish the divine pur pose. It is a force
which is invis i ble, gen tle as the eve ning breeze
when God com muned with Adam, yet mighty
as the solar wind, nev er the less closely linked
with the Being from whom it orig i nates in the
sense of his breath. Note the cou plet link ing
spirit with pres ence or close ness of the
Lord: “Whither shall I go from thy spirit
[breath]? or whither shall I flee from thy pres -
ence?” (Psalm 139:7). It is gen er ally con -
ceded that this was the sim ple con cept of the
spirit of God held by Israel through out the cen -

tu ries lead ing to the first advent, and that none
of the writ ers of the New Tes ta ment expressed
the mat ter dif fer ently. Yet, together with other
truths, this per cep tion was bur ied under the
rub ble of nat u ral human think ing from the
early cen tu ries of the church’s his tory.

A time of blessed enlight en ment now marks
the open ing of a new age. Through the mists of 
mis un der stand ing that have so long envel oped
this sub ject, the heav enly influ ence of light
breaks forth once more.2 No lon ger need con -
fus ing con cepts of a three-per son God baf fle
the mind of the ear nest truth seeker. The days
of con flict between dogma and rea son once
demanded that it was God him self who died
upon a cross. It neces si tated that it was to him -
self that Jesus prayed with strong cry ing and
tears. It claimed that the son of God at Jor dan,
as God him self, sent forth the spirit which he
there received as God the son—the holy spirit
which he already was! None of these con cep -
tions had entered the minds either of the
proph ets of old, nor the New Tes ta ment writ -
ers. To the Jew ish mind there was one God,
and the angel of his pres ence. Paul knew “one
God, and one Lord.” He knew noth ing of any
other divine per son that since the third cen tury
has become an inte gral part of the con cept of
a trin ity of gods. The last writer, John, con -
trasted “the spirit of truth” (the descrip tion
used by Jesus) with “the spirit of error,” with
no sug ges tion that either was a liv ing being.
Why, then, has the idea of a personal spirit of
God persisted so long? 

Numer ous forms of fig u ra tive lan guage con -
cern ing the spirit are used in Scrip ture. Some
assume inan i mate form, and some animate.

Inan i mate Forms. These include the
anoint ing of the spirit as with a fluid or holy oil
(Acts 10:38; 2 Corin thi ans 1:21,22; 1 John
2:27); its use as a seal as if melted wax (Ephe -
sians 1:13); and as a bap tism [dip ping] as in
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1. Ac cord ing to the In ter na tional Stan dard Bi ble Encyclopaedia, in most books of the Bi ble we find the ex -
pres sion spirit, or spirit of God, or holy spirit, which in the Old Tes ta ment trans lates the He brew word
ruach mean ing “breath,” “wind,” or “breeze.” The verb form of the word is ruach, or riach used only in the 
Hiphil and mean ing “to breathe,” “to blow.” The word al ways used in the New Tes ta ment for the spirit is
the Greek neu ter noun pneuma, with or with out the ar ti cle, and for holy spirit, pneuma hagion, or to
pneuma to hagion. In the New Tes ta ment we find also the ex pres sions, “the spirit of God,” “the spirit of
the Lord,” “the spirit of the Fa ther,” “the spirit of Je sus,” “of Christ.” The word for spirit in the Greek is
from the verb pneo, “to breathe,” “to blow.” The Theo log i cal Dic tio nary of the New Tes ta ment says there
is in this word “no sense of a per sonal holy spirit.”

2. See the ex cel lent trea tise in Stud ies in the Scrip tures, vol. 5, study VIII en ti tled “The Chan nel of the
Atone ment.”



water (Mat thew 3:11; Acts 1:5). To be filled
with the spirit is con trasted with being filled
with wine. We are all made to “drink” from
the same spirit, as from a well or foun tain
(1 Corin thi ans 12:13, com pare with 1 Corin -
thi ans 10:4). Indeed we are to be filled with it
(Acts 2:4; Ephe sians 5:18). It is writ ten on
our hearts like ink (2 Corin thi ans 3:3). It is
“poured out” on us (Acts 10:45; Romans
5:5). It is “mea sured” as if it had vol ume (2
Kings 2:9; John 3:34). Yet the spirit is not oil, 
ink, or drink. Each use is eas ily rec og niz able
as fig u ra tive lan guage illus trat ing a con cept
describ ing the spirit and its work or result. 

Ani mate Forms. The fig u ra tive nature of
these also needs to be rec og nized. Fail ure to do 
this has led to the con cept of the spirit as a mys -
te ri ous being co-equal with God him self. In
Fig ures of Speech Used in the Bible, Bullinger
writes: “Igno rance of fig ures of speech has led
to the gross est errors, which have been caused
either from tak ing lit er ally what is fig u ra tive, or
from tak ing fig u ra tively what is lit eral.” The
argu ments for and against the idea of a per -
sonal holy spirit have long raged. Each side
empha sizes either the ani mate or the inan i mate 
fig ures used in its descrip tion. 

The Ar gu ment for a Per sonal Holy Spirit

The spirit is described as hear ing, speak ing,
lead ing and guid ing, com fort ing, and coun sel -
ing. It is named in close rela tion ship with God 
and the Lord Jesus in rela tion to bap tism.
Jesus used words which closely resem ble a per -
son: “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he
shall not speak of him self; but what so ever he
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will
shew you things to come” (John 16:13). It is
not suf fi cient to say that the word himself is
often trans lated itself for here the spirit is said
to have the abil ity to hear and speak; fur ther -
more, it is only able to speak what it hears.
Another text seems to imply that the spirit has 
a will capa ble of self-direct ing activ i ties: “But
all these worketh that one and the self same
Spirit, divid ing to every man sev er ally as he

will” (1 Corin thi ans 12:11). The holy spirit
is thus described as hav ing intel li gence, and
intel li gence is char ac ter is tic of a liv ing, per -
sonal being. Is this an unan swer able proof that 
the holy spirit is a per son?1 

Bullinger cites over sev enty exam ples of
 personification in Scrip ture. Wis dom (Prov -
erbs chap ters 8 and 9) is often cited as exam -
ple, and the same may be said of Paul’s descrip -
tion of love (1 Corin thi ans 13). James like wise
speaks of the spirit of God as “the wis dom
from above” (James 3:17). In these exam ples
the behav ior described is the evi dence of pos -
ses sion, that is, of the agape love, or of the
 wisdom, in the per son man i fest ing it: love “seek -
eth not her own,” wis dom is “easy to be en -
treated.” Some resem blance might be de tected
here to the Mas ter’s descrip tion of the spirit of
truth which “speaks not of itself, but what it
hears it speaks.” This is cer tainly true of one
who has the spirit of truth and who leans not
to his own under stand ing. How ever, this lan -
guage may equally be show ing that the spirit of
truth is not an entity in itself apart from its
source. As breath is noth ing with out the one
breath ing it, and as the spirit of man is non-
exis tent apart from the man, so it is with the
breath or spirit of God, the holy power and
influ ence that is directed by him to achieve
his pur pose. Won der ful was the enlight en ment
when the spirit came at Pen te cost, and the
 disciples were enthu si as tic about truths more
clearly seen. But the mes sage was not to be dif -
fer ent from the words spo ken by the Mas ter
through out the days of their fel low ship: “He
shall take of mine and show it unto you” (John
16:15). Jesus had used many par a bles and fig -
ures of speech, say ings he knew would stay in
the mind. Now these would come to life with
fulness of mean ing only faintly grasped before.
And yet it was the Father’s good plea sure that
they should receive some thing more than infor -
ma tion alone. He was about to share with them 
the very spirit that moti vates his own great
heart of love. The dwell ing of this spirit in their 
hearts would be as the inner dwell ing of the
Father and of Christ, and thereby would they
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1. The spirit has its “de sires” (though the “flesh” does also [see Galatians 5:16,17] with out the “flesh” nec -
es sar ily be ing a per sonal force) and may be “grieved” (Ephe sians 4:30). Paul does not say this as a com -
ment on the personhood of the spirit, but as in ci den tal to his main point, which is usu ally more prag matic
than spec u la tive. Some schol ars think these re marks no more point to personhood than do re marks which
seem to per son al ize the power of sin or of the flesh. Cer tainly Paul does not work with def i ni tions of di vine
“per sons” such as arose in later Chris tian the ol ogy (see Dic tio nary of Paul and his Let ters).



begin to know the Father and share the mind of 
Christ (John 14:23). 

We should note also the con trast of the
spirit of man, which is cer tainly not a sec ond
per son, with the spirit of God: “For what man
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit
of man which is in him? even so the things of
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God”
(1 Corin thi ans 2:11). 

The Lord’s peo ple today have a most
blessed con cept of this won der ful power, a
power that has been work ing from remot est
time and is work ing might ily today. It is in deed 
the spirit of a per son—the most glo ri ous per -
son—the spirit that moti vates the very mind
and heart of Almighty God. With out mea sure
was that spirit of the Father given to thus be -
come the spirit of his beloved Son (John 3:34). 
And what of his other beloved chil dren? Is
there such an abun dant out pour ing for them as
well?

The heav enly mes sage that came to the
maid of Naz a reth and filled her heart with
such min gled awe and holy joy was again to
bring its untold delight to the souls of the
hum ble. Hers was the blessed priv i lege of
bring ing forth in per fect flesh the prom ised
seed. Ours is the unspeak able joy of reali sa -
tion that the same holy spirit has come upon
each called one of this age with won drous
mis sion bent. The spirit con tin ues to brood
over the mighty works of divine cre ation,
this, the most won der ful cre ation of all. “The 
power of the High est shall over shadow thee:
there fore also that holy thing which shall be
born of thee shall be called the Son of
God” (Luke 1:35). “Behold, what man ner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God:
there fore the world knoweth us not, because
it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the
sons of God” (1 John 3:1,2).
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“Greater Works Than These”

QUES TION: Please explain John 14:12: “Ver ily, ver ily, I say unto you, he that
believ eth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall
he do; because I go unto my Father.”

ANSWER: What ever may be the mean ing of the Mas ter’s words, it is obvi ous that not 
any of His fol low ers have ever been able to do “greater works” than He accom plished
as regards the mirac u lous works of open ing the blind eyes, unstop ping the deaf ears,
rais ing the dead, still ing the tem pest, etc. The “works,” there fore, must be of a dif fer ent
nature, or upon a larger scale. Both of these are true. The last expres sion of the verse
should be noted in this con nec tion—“because I go unto my Father.” Our Lord, when
he ascended on high, and had pre sented the mer its of His sac ri fice in behalf of His fol -
low ers, could then bestow the holy Spirit of son ship upon those who, through faith and
obe di ence, would become mem bers of His Church. These receiv ing the holy Spirit, or
power of God, would be enabled to accom plish the “greater works” of open ing the spir i -
tu ally blind eyes, unstop ping the spir i tu ally deaf ears, rais ing to spir i tual life those who
were dead in tres passes and sins, and still ing the tem pests of the soul; all of which, from
the Divine view point, is a far greater work than the merely phys i cal heal ing, etc. Then
again, when the Church of Christ has been glo ri fied in the Heav enly state, the work of
rais ing the dead, and heal ing, bless ing and restor ing to full life and health and joy and
hap pi ness, will be exe cuted on a world-wide scale, for the prom ise is that all the fam i lies 
of the earth will be blessed through “The Seed of Abra ham”—Jesus and the mem bers
of His Body, the Church. (Gen e sis 22:18; Galatians 3:27-29.)

—What Pas tor Rus sell Said, pp. 805, 806
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PBI News
Benjamin Wil son’s Em phatic Diaglott, a re pro duc -
tion of the orig i nal text of the New Tes ta ment with
word-for-word Eng lish un der each Greek word,
was orig i nally pub lished in the nine teenth cen tury.
It is still widely used by Bi ble Stu dents even
though it is dif fi cult to ob tain one to day. Now the
pages of this book may be down loaded from our
web site and printed with Adobe Ac ro bat. Sim ply
log on to www.heraldmag.org, click on “Chris tian
Lit er a ture” (the third oval down), then Em phatic
Diaglott from the list of lit er a ture. The file is or ga -
nized by books of the New Tes ta ment to make it
easy to down load only what you want.

World News

 u  Re li gious
The of fi cial Com mu nist Party-rec og nized bishop of 
Shang hai said that both China and the Vat i can must 
com pro mise to nor mal ize re la tions and end five de -
cades of es trange ment. China re fuses to al low the
pope to nom i nate bish ops in China, as he does
around the world. China or dered Cath o lics to sever
ties with the Vat i can in 1951 and de mands that they 
wor ship only in the of fi cially sanc tioned church.
Upon as sum ing the pa pacy in April, Pope Ben e dict
XVI in vited coun tries with out of fi cial ties to the
Vat i can to work on form ing them. China de mands
the Vat i can first end re la tions with Tai wan, the
self-gov ern ing is land that Beijing claims as its ter -
ri tory. [A spokesman] said the Vat i can was ready to 
do so, but not be fore China rec og nized its au thor ity 
in re li gious mat ters. 

—As so ci ated Press, 6/23/2005

A grue some video of Ser bian paramilitaries mas sa -
cring Mus lim boys and men in Bosnia in 1995,
shown on Ser bian tele vi sion, has led to the ar rest of 
some of the ap par ent mur der ers. The video, part
of the ev i dence in the trial of for mer Ser bian leader
Slobodan Milosevic, shows paramilitaries be ing
blessed by a Ser bian Or tho dox priest im me di ately
be fore tor tur ing and kill ing truck loads of Bosnian
Mus lims. Some 8,000 peo ple died in the Srebrenica 
mas sa cre.

—The Week, 6/24/2005

The Covington [Ken tucky] Di o cese said Fri day that 
it had agreed to pay as much as $120 mil lion to al -
leged vic tims of child mo les ta tion. The di o cese said 
it would put up church real es tate, in clud ing its re -
treat cen ter, and other in vest ments to raise $40 mil -
lion. The re main ing $80 mil lion would be paid by
its in sur ance car ri ers. The di o cese said it would sue 
its in sur ance car ri ers, if nec es sary, to get them to
pay. The an nounce ment was an other re minder of
the on go ing fall out of what many in the Amer i can
Cath o lic Church have called the worst cri sis in its
his tory.

—Los An geles Times, 6/4/2005

Six years af ter Kan sas ig nited a na tional de bate
over the teach ing of evo lu tion, the state is poised to 
push through new sci ence stan dards re quir ing that
Dar win’s the ory be chal lenged in the class room. In
the first of three daylong hear ings be ing re ferred
to here as a di rect de scen dant of the 1925 Scopes
Mon key Trial in Ten nes see, a pa rade of Ph.D.’s
tes ti fied about the flaws they saw in main stream
sci ence’s ex pla na tion of the or i gins of life. If the
board adopts the new stan dards, as ex pected, in
June, Kan sas would join Ohio, which took a sim i lar 
step in 2002, in man dat ing stu dents be taught that
there is con tro versy over evo lu tion.

—New York Times, 5/6/2005

 B  So cial
More than a mil lion Amer i cans are be lieved to be
liv ing with the vi rus that causes AIDS, the gov ern -
ment said in a re port that re flects both a vic tory
and a fail ure at com bat ing the dis ease. While better
med i cines are keep ing more peo ple with HIV alive,
gov ern ment health of fi cials have failed to “break
the back” of the AIDS ep i demic by their stated goal
of 2005. This is be lieved to be the first time the
1-mil lion mark has been passed since the height of
the ep i demic in the 1980s. 

—As so ci ated Press, 6/13/2005

World ex perts in in flu enza warn that de spite
stepped-up dis ease mon i tor ing and re search, the
world is far from pre pared to cope with a pos si ble
pan demic of avian flu that is mu tat ing in South east
Asia. Ex perts worry that avian flu, which is highly
le thal to hu mans but usu ally re quires con tact with
sick birds, could mu tate to a form eas ily trans mit ted 
from per son to per son. Al bert Osterhaus at the
 National In flu enza Cen tre in Rot ter dam, the Neth -
er lands, warned that the avian vi rus could af fect
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20% of  the world’s 6.5 bil lion peo ple, putt ing 30
mil lion in the hos pi tal and kill ing 7.5 mil lion. Dr.
Oster holm put the po ten tial toll higher, ar gu ing
that a pan demic could ri val the 1918 flu, which
killed at least 50 mil lion peo ple. A boom in peo ple
and poul try liv ing to gether in Asia has given the
 virus room to grow. 

—Na ture, 5/26/2005

Five months af ter the Asian tsu nami di sas ter many
hun dreds of con tain ers of aid are stranded at ports
in In do ne sia and Sri Lanka be cause of bu reau cratic
bun gling and miss ing pa per work. As many as 500
con tain ers, equiv a lent to a quar ter of all aid shipped 
to Sri Lanka af ter the trag edy, are on the dock -
side in Co lombo. In In do ne sia 1,500 con tain ers are
stacked at the Su ma tran port of Medan, ac cord ing
to cus toms re cords, with 599 of the units un claimed 
or need ing im port per mits. Aid groups say un clear
rules on du ties, lack of avail able ware hous ing and a 
re quire ment that ev ery con tainer be un loaded and
 inspected by navy of fi cers have led to the dock side
pile-up.

—Fi nan cial Times, 5/12/2005

Can acu punc ture cure a mi graine? In a study of 300 
pa tients, re ported in Jour nal of the Amer i can Med i -
cal As so ci a tion, the an cient rem edy did bring some
re lief. But pins stuck at ran dom did just as well.

—TIME, 5/16/2005

 G  Po lit i cal
French vot ers over whelm ingly re jected a pro posed
Eu ro pean Un ion con sti tu tion, deal ing a po ten tially
crip pling blow to ef forts to strengthen the Eu ro pean 
cen tral gov ern ment. The con sti tu tion aims to make
the E.U. more of an in ter na tional force by con cen -
trat ing au thor ity in a strong pres i dency, and by giv -
ing the cen tral gov ern ment in Brussels the power to 
set for eign pol icy. Nine coun tries have al ready rat i -
fied the doc u ment, but it won’t take ef fect un less
all 25 E.U. mem bers do so.

—The Week, 6/10/2005

The U.S. State De part ment has cited 14 coun tries,
in clud ing Saudi Ara bia and Ku wait, for fail ing to
take ad e quate steps to com bat hu man traf fick ing.
Sec re tary of State Condoleezza Rice said as many
as 800,000 peo ple are traf ficked across in ter na -
tional bor ders each year, and mil lions more are traf -
ficked within var i ous coun tries. She said traf fick -
ing, for sex ual ex ploi ta tion, forced la bor and other
forms of ser vi tude, is noth ing less than a mod ern
form of slav ery.

—Voice of Amer ica, 6/3/2005

Pres i dent George Bush told Lith u a nian TV in an
 interview that Belarus was the “last re main ing dic -
ta tor ship in Eu rope” and that the United States
would work with coun tries in the re gion to en sure
the next elec tions in the for mer So viet re pub lic are
free. Belarus has been ruled for 11 years by au thor -
i tar ian Pres i dent Al ex an der Lukashenko. The next
elec tions are sched uled for 2006.

—-As so ci ated Press, 5/6/2005

“Am nesty In ter na tional does n’t ex am ine Hamas,
only Is rael. It ig nores vi o la tions by ter ror ist or ga ni -
za tions. We find the un for tu nate sit u a tion that
some how there’s no dif fer ence be tween ter ror ists
tar get ing ci vil ians and dem o cratic coun tries tar get -
ing ter ror ists. In a fear [ter ror ist] so ci ety, there are
no vi o la tions of hu man rights be cause hu man rights 
just don’t ex ist. All cit i zens are de prived of those
rights.”

—Natan Sharansky, TIME, 6/6/2005

Mo rale in the Amer i can mil i tary is be ing hit by
fall ing re cruit ment. Ma jor-Gen eral Mi chael Ro -
chelle, of the Army Re cruit ing Com mand, said that
the mil i tary was fac ing the tough est re cruit ment cli -
mate of the all-vol un teer era. The draft was sus -
pended in 1973, amid the tur moil of the Viet nam
War. The army has missed its tar gets in 2005, fall -
ing short by 42 per cent through April. “It is not a
bright pic ture,” Gen eral Ro chelle said. The mil i tary 
is al ready said to be over stretched by its com mit -
ments in Iraq and Af ghan i stan.

—www.timesonline.co.uk, 5/14/2005

Hu man rights ac tiv ists, churches, un ions and op po -
si tion groups have unan i mously con demned [Zim -
ba bwe’s 81-year-old Pres i dent Rob ert Mugabe’s]
“clean-up” as a bru tal crack down on the ur ban poor 
to pun ish them for vot ing against the gov ern ment in 
the 31 March elec tions. In a mat ter of days, the
cam paign has seen the de struc tion of street mar kets 
and the mass ar rest of trad ers; the de mo li tion of
shanty towns and the col lapse of the in for mal econ -
omy upon which mil lions of the coun try’s poor
rely. Only 800,000 from a pop u la tion of 12 mil lion
have for mal em ploy ment. Po lice con tin ued to drive 
out res i dents of at least one of [the capital’s] poor -
est town ships and the mass ar rests, said to top
30,000, con tinue un abated. Ac cord ing to UN
 estimates, at least 200,000 peo ple have been made
home less and that fol lows a warn ing from the
World Food Programme that Zim ba bwe faces a
“hu man i tar ian cri sis” with four mil lion peo ple at
risk of fam ine.

—The In de pend ent (UK) web site, 6/10/2005
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�Fi nan cial
Across Rus sia, the re sur gence of Rus sian of fi cial -
dom is crush ing en tre pre neurs who run afoul of lo -
cal gov ern ment. They can be tar geted with tax au -
dits, pu ni tive fines and in tru sive in spec tions. Some
are forced to close. Since com ing to power in 2000, 
Rus sian pres i dent Vladi mir Putin has grad u ally
weak ened Rus sia’s fledg ling dem o cratic in sti tu -
tions by muz zling the me dia, stack ing par lia ment
with pro-Kremlin par ties and abol ish ing gu ber na to -
rial elec tions. “The Bu reau cracy’s stag ing a come -
back,” said Arkady Dvorkovic, a se nior eco nomic
aide to Mr. Putin. In a re cent poll by Rus sia’s na -
tional small-busi ness as so ci a tion, Opora, en tre pre -
neurs said they were more likely to fall vic tim to il -
le gal ac tions by of fi cials and po lice men than by
crim i nals.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 4/27/2005

Global mil i tary spend ing in 2004 sur passed $1 tril -
lion for the first time since the Cold War, with the
United States ac count ing for nearly half the to tal,
said a re port by the Stock holm In ter na tional Peace
Re search In sti tute. The re port said the $1.035 tril -
lion to tal might be too low be cause coun tries are
in creas ingly outsourcing ser vices re lated to armed
con flicts, such as train ing and some func tions in
com bat zones, with out clas si fy ing them as mil i tary
ex pen di tures.

—Los An geles Times, 6/8/2005

The num ber of mil lion aires in the U.S. in creased to 
a re cord in 2004, boosted by gains in stocks and
global fi nan cial mar kets. The num ber of U.S.
house holds with a net worth of $1 mil lion or more,
ex clud ing their home, rose 21% ac cord ing to a sur -
vey by the Spectrem Group, a wealth re search firm
in Chi cago. It’s the larg est in crease since 1998.
There now are 7.5 mil lion mil lion aire house holds
in the U.S. The num ber of house holds in the U.S.
with liq uid as sets of $20 mil lion or more is in creas -
ing by 3,000 house holds a year. Mil lion aire house -
holds in the U.S. con trolled more than $11 tril lion
in as sets in 2004, ac cord ing to Boston Con sult ing.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 5/25/2005

Prince ton Uni ver sity ge ol o gist Ken neth S. Deffeyes 
is one of many ex perts who pre dict “a per ma nent
state of oil short age” be gin ning in about 2010. Ma -
jor oil-con sum ing coun tries will ex pe ri ence crip -
pling in fla tion, un em ploy ment and eco nomic in sta -
bil ity. They be lieve that it will take a de cade or
more be fore con ser va tion mea sures and new tech -
nol o gies can bridge the gap be tween sup ply and de -
mand. There are many, how ever, who doubt the
dooms day sce nario will ever come true. In dus try

an a lysts think pro duc tion will con tinue grow ing for 
at least an other 30 years and peak at some where
around 65 bil lion bar rels per year. By then, sub sti -
tute en ergy sources will be avail able to ease the
tran si tion into a post-pe tro leum age.

—As so ci ated Press, 5/24/2005

A new gen er a tion of drugs is rev o lu tion iz ing can -
cer care, but at a stag ger ing ex pense. By next year,
global spend ing on can cer drugs will to tal $31.7
bil lion, up from $22.3 bil lion in 2004, ac cord ing to
pro jec tions by con sult ing firm Bain & Co. The new 
drugs spe cif i cally tar get can cer cells, un like che -
mo ther apy, which also at tacks healthy tis sue. “Can
So ci ety Af ford State-of-the-Art Can cer Care?” is
the ti tle of a sem i nar at the an nual meet ing of the
Amer i can So ci ety of Clin i cal On col ogy in Or lando, 
Florida.

—Los An geles Times, 5/14/2005

A bank ruptcy court’s de ci sion to per mit United
Air lines to de fault on [its] underfunded pen sion
plans means that re spon si bil ity for the pen sions of
120,000 work ers and re tir ees now falls on the fed -
eral gov ern ment in the form of the Pen sion Ben e fit
Guar anty Corp (PBGC). But the PBGC it self is in fi -
nan cial hot wa ter, with ob li ga tions that cur rently
ex ceed its as sets by $23.3 bil lion. If United’s de -
fault cre ates a dom ino ef fect in the rest of the in -
dus try, the tax payer bail out could grow to north of
$40 bil lion for the air line sec tor alone. At the close
of 2004, the PBGC fig ured its “rea son ably pos si ble
ex po sure” at $96 bil lion. That’s the es ti mated
amount of un der fund ing in pen sion plans spon -
sored by junk-rated com pa nies.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 5/12/2005

Fi nance min is ters from the Group of Eight in dus tri -
al ized na tions agreed to a his toric deal can cel ing at
least $40 bil lion worth of debt owed by the world’s 
poor est na tions. Brit ain Trea sury chief Gordon
Brown said 18 coun tries, many in sub-Sa ha ran
 Africa, will ben e fit im me di ately from the deal to
scrap 100 per cent of the debt they owe to the
World Bank, the In ter na tional Mon e tary Fund and
the Af ri can De vel op ment Bank. Na tions in sub-
Sa ha ran Af rica alone owe some $68 bil lion to in ter -
na tional bod ies.

—As so ci ated Press, 6/11/2005

 Y  Is rael
The Dead Sea, one of the world’s cul tural and eco -
log i cal trea sures, is dy ing. In the past 50 years, the
wa ter level has dropped more than 80 feet and the
sea has shrunk by more than a third, largely be -
cause the Jor dan River has gone dry. In the next 20
years, the sea is ex pected to fall at least 60 more
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feet, and ex perts say that noth ing will stop it. The
re ced ing wa ters have left vast mud flats with hun -
dreds of sink holes that threaten to col lapse roads
and build ings and have led to a de vel op ment freeze 
on Is rael’s side of the sea, which lies on the bor der
with Jor dan. The main prob lem, ex perts agree, is
that most of the wa ter that once flowed into the sea
is be ing di verted for drink ing wa ter and ag ri cul ture.

—Winston-Sa lem Jour nal, 5/20/20005

Rus sian Pres i dent Vladi mir Putin em barked on the
first ever visit by a Kremlin leader to the Jew ish
state in a his toric bid to ce ment im prov ing re la tions 
af ter de cades of So viet-era strain. “There will be
dif fi cult mo ments,” said Al ex an der Shumilin di rec -
tor of a Mid east anal y sis cen ter at Mos cow’s USA
and Can ada In sti tute. He called the visit “part of an
ef fort to cre ate a new pro file for Rus sia around the
world, and par tic u larly in the Mid dle East.” The
vol ume of trade be tween Rus sia and Is rael has
reached above US$1 bil lion an nu ally.

—Fox News, 4/27/2005

Cen tral Bu reau of Sta tis tics fig ures re leased in June 
shows a 27 per cent in crease in tour ism to Is rael
dur ing the first five months of the year, doc u ment -
ing 709,000 vis i tors be tween Jan u ary-May 2005.
172,000 tour ists vis ited dur ing May, rep re sent ing
the high est tour ist month since Au gust 2004, and
top ping April’s Pass over tour ist boom dur ing
which time 163,000 tour ist vis its were re corded

—Arutz-7, 6/22/2005

About 110,000 Is rae lis still live on kib but zim,
down from a peak of 125,000 in 1990. But the so -
cial ist dream now seems to be near ing an end, as
the 270-odd kib but zim open their doors to a creep -
ing phe nom e non known as pri vat iza tion. The roots
of the changes are eco nomic, says Pro fes sor
Shlomo Getz, a kib butz spe cial ist at Haifa Uni ver -
sity, but they also re flect a shift away from so cial ist 
val ues and to ward greater ma te ri al ism and in di vid -
u al ism in Is raeli so ci ety. “It’s the end of an era,”
Prof. Getz says.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 5/26/2005

Book Re view
The Brother of Je sus and the Lost Teach ings of
Chris tian ity, Jeffrey J. Butz. In ner Tra di tions,
Roch es ter, Ver mont. 2005. 193 pages.

The lack of de tail about Je sus’ earthly fam ily
be yond Mary and Jo seph has pro vided op por tu nity

for great spec u la tion in sto ries and mov ies about
Je sus and his fam ily life. For ex am ple, Jo seph, the
pu ta tive fa ther of Je sus, is not men tioned in Scrip -
ture be yond the time of Je sus’ bar mitzvah in the
tem ple at age twelve. Thus many spec u late that Jo -
seph must have died in the pe riod be tween that
tem ple event and Je sus’ ap pear ance at Jordan at
age thirty.

Re cently the dis cov ery of an an cient Jew ish os -
su ary that bore the in scrip tion, “James, son of Jo -
seph, brother of Je sus” has re newed in ter est in the
sub ject of Je sus’ earthly fam ily. Al though the au -
then tic ity of the os su ary is sus pect, the in ter est in
the fam ily of Jesus has not waned.

The Scrip tures do not give much de tail about
 Jesus’ earthly sib lings, but there are ref er ences to
them in ev ery gos pel (see Mat thew 12:46-47; Mark 
3:31-32; Luke 8:19-20; John 2:12; Acts 1:14). “Is
not this the car pen ter, the son of Mary, and the
brother of James and Joses and Ju das and Si mon,
and are not his sis ters here with us?” (Mark 6:3).

Be cause of this lack of de tail, firm con clu sions
about the per son age of James are dif fi cult. For ex -
am ple, Ro man Cath o lic schol ars claim James was a 
child from a pre vi ous mar riage of Jo seph, or was a
cousin, to sup port the con cept of Mary’s per pet ual
vir gin ity. Some stu dents of the Bi ble be lieve James 
was Je sus’ rel a tive, but not his half-brother. Some
be lieve James was an apos tle, was al ways a be -
liever, and not some one who ap pears sud denly in
Acts and be comes the leader of the Church at Je ru -
sa lem. Oth ers be lieve James was the half-brother
of Je sus (Galatians 1:19), be came a fol lower some -
time fol low ing Je sus’ death and res ur rec tion, and
sub se quently penned the canonical book in the
New Testament bearing his name.

Butz ar gues for this last po si tion. The per plex ity 
caused by the prom i nence of James at the Je ru sa -
lem con fer ence in Acts 15 gives us enough rea son
to open our minds to ex plore who James was, and
how he may have risen to such a prom i nent role in
the early Je ru sa lem church. Thus Butz’s trea tise
which is based on the gos pels, the book of Acts,
and the ci ta tions of the early church writ ers, is
worth con sid er ing. One can not, how ever, fully
sub scribe to his po si tion that the dif fer ences be -
tween the early Jew ish lead ers and Gen tile con -
verts de tailed in Acts and Galatians were in di ca -
tions of bit ter bat tles that ex isted be tween Paul and 
James for ideological supremacy in the early
church.

—Len Griehs

News & Views is ed ited by Len Griehs. Items of in ter est may be sent to him at
1425  Lachman Lane, Pa cific Pal i sades CA 90272, or via e-mail (Griehs@comcast.net) .
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Con ven tion An nounce ments
In qui ries should be sent to the in di vid u als listed be low.

Sept. 3, 4—Jack son MI.
FaHoLo Camp & Conf. Cen ter,
3000 Mt. Hope Rd., Grass Lake
MI 49240. Mrs. Ray Lumley
517.782.7252. � Lumley@aol.com

Sept. 3, 4—New York NY.
Wellesley Inn, Two Bridges Road 
at Exit 52 (Route 80), Fairfield NJ.
Debra Szybinski 212.998.2095.
 � ds2@nyu.edu

Sept. 3-5—Se at tle WA.
Seabeck Chris tian Conf. Cen ter,
15395 Seabeck Hwy NW, Sea -
beck WA 98380. Laurie Flinn
253.939.9838. � laurie@flinn.us

Sept. 18, 19—Mil wau kee, WI.
Lake Lodge, 1235 East Howard
Ave., Mil wau kee. Debi Moore,
414.541.8937. 
� gemoore_9@hotmail.com

Sept. 25—De troit MI.
Redford YMCA, Grand River at
Beech-Daly, Redford MI. 
Norm Zendler 248.399.8843.
� NGZendler@wowway.com

Sept. 25—Los An geles CA. 
Au di to rium, 406 Irving Drive,
Bur bank CA. 
Rus sell Wojcik. 818.982.7253.
� rnjwojcik@aol.com

Sept. 30, Oct. 1,2—Huntsville AL.
Hol i day Inn Se lect(formerly
Huntsville Hilton), 401 Wil liams
Ave., Huntsville AL. Phillip Mos -
ley 256.582.3640. 
� pdm-mlm@char ter.net

Oct. 8, 9—Grand Rap ids MI.
Kenowa Hills Mid dle School,
3950 Hendershot Ave., Grand
Rap ids MI. 
JoAnn Houlmont 231.972.4259.
� houlmont@char ter.net

Oct. 8, 9—San An to nio TX.
Com fort Inn Fi esta, San An to nio,
1.800.228.5150. Jackie Lan cas ter
830.995.3241. � di verse@hctc.net

Oct. 8, 9—Pitts burgh PA.
Sewickley Grange Hall, Rt. 135,
West  New ton PA.  Charles
Krasonic 724.872.5429

Oct. 14-16—New Eng land.
Ramada Inn, Crooked Street,
Plainville CT. 
Anna May Suraci 203.248.3793.
� r.suraci@snet.net

Oct. 15, 16—San Luis Obispo CA.
Masonic Tem ple, 859 Marsh St.,
San Luis Obispo CA. 
Lynn Mur ray 805.544.3037.
� medlallard@juno.com

Oct. 23—De troit/Metro De troit
Joint Gath er ing. Pleas ant Ridge
Com mu nity Cen ter, 4 Ridge Rd.,
Pleas ant Ridge MI. 
Norm Zend ler 248.399.8843. 
� ngzendler@wowway.com

Oct. 29, 30—Or lando FL.
Gar den Club of San ford, 200
Fairmont Dr., San ford FL. 
Helen Jeuck 407.699.8303. 
� hajeuck@aol.com

Nov. 6—New Ha ven CT. 
Ital ian Amer i can Club, 85 Chase
Lane, West Ha ven CT. 
Anna May Suraci 203.248.3793.
� r.suraci@snet.net

Nov. 19-20—Jer sey City NJ.
Loy alty Lodge, 1912 Mor ris Ave., 
Un ion NJ. Mar i lyn Ro dri guez
908.595.9246.
 � mjr1874@hotmail.com

Nov. 25-27—San Diego CA. 
Con ven tion venue TBD. Kathy
Rice 760.480.6249.
�kdrice@ixpres.com

Dec. 31-Jan. 1—Chi cago IL.
Con ven tion venue TBD. Roberta
Tabac 630.231.1874 
� rctabac@flash.net

Dec. 31—Jan. 1—Phoe nix AZ.
La Quinta Inn, 2510 W. Green -
way Road, Phoe nix AZ 85203.
Janell Porcolab, 602.363.2612.
� alexjanell@hotmail.com

En tered Into Rest

Michelle Bartley, Il li nois

Paul Brown, In di ana

Floyd Carlson, Ar i zona

Lydia Hanham, Washington

Vin cent Kowalewski, 
New York

Louis Mallia, Con nect i cut

Helen Thomp son, Cal i for nia
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