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 Ed i to rial Com mit tee
This jour nal is su per vised by an
 editorial com mit tee of five, at least
three of whom have ap proved for
pub li ca tion each ar ti cle ap pear ing
in these col umns. While re spon si ble
for ar ti cles pub lished, the com mit tee 
does not en dorse ev ery ex pres sion
herein. The pres ent ed i tors are: Carl
Hagen sick, Homer Montague, Mi -
chael Nekora, James Par kin son, and
Da vid Rice.
   The com mit tee and the di rec tors
agree that the jour nal’s value to its
read ers is de pend ent upon contrib -
utors be ing free to pres ent their
thoughts, pro vided such are gen er -
ally in har mony with our char tered
char ac ter and pur pose for the dis -
sem i na tion of Bi ble truths. An nual
sub scrip tion price is $5.00. This
jour nal will be sup plied free upon
writ ten re quest.

To Us the Scrip tures Clearly Teach
w That the Church is the “tem ple of the liv ing God”—pe cu liarly “his work man -

ship”; that its con struc tion has been in prog ress through out the Gos pel age —ever
since Christ be came the world’s Re deemer and the chief “cor ner stone” of this
tem ple, through which, when fin ished, God’s bless ings shall come “to all peo ple”
and they find ac cess to him (1 Co rin thi ans 3:16,17; Ephe sians 2:20-22; Gen e sis
28:14; Galatians 3:29).

w That mean time the chis el ing, shap ing, and pol ish ing of con se crated be liev ers in
Christ’s atone ment for sin pro gresses and when the last of these “liv ing stones,”
“elect and pre cious,” shall have been made ready, the great Mas ter Work man will
bring all to gether in the first res ur rec tion; and the tem ple shall be filled with his
glory and be the meet ing place be tween God and men through out the Mil len nium
(1 Pe ter 2:4-9; Rev e la tion 15:5-8).

w That the ba sis of hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact that “Je sus
Christ by the grace of God tasted death for ev ery man,” “a ran som for all,” and
will be “the true light which lighteth ev ery man that com eth into the world” “in due 
time” (He brews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim o thy 2:5,6).

w That the hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,”
be “a par taker of the di vine na ture,” and share his glory as his joint-heir (1 John
3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Pe ter 1:4).

w That the pres ent mis sion of the Church is the per fect ing of the saints for the fu ture
work of ser vice; to de velop in her self ev ery grace; to be God’s wit ness to the world;
and to pre pare to be kings and priests in the next age (Ephe sians 4:12; Mat thew
24:14; Rev e la tion 1:6, 20:6).

w That the hope for the world lies in the bless ings of knowl edge and op por tu nity to
be brought to all by Christ’s mil len nial king dom—the res ti tu tion of all that was lost 
in Adam, to all the will ing and obe di ent, at the hands of their Re deemer and his
glo ri fied church—when all the will fully wicked will be de stroyed (Acts 3:19-23;
Isa iah 35).

This Jour nal and Its Mis sion
Char tered in 1918, the Pas to ral Bible Insti tute, Inc. was formed for the pro mo tion
of Chris tian knowl edge. Its jour nal, The Her ald of Christ’s King dom, stands
firmly for the defense of the only true foun da tion of the Chris tian’s hope now being
so gen er ally repu di ated—redemp tion through the pre cious blood (1 Peter 1:19) of 
“the man Christ Jesus, who gave him self a ran som [a cor re spond ing price, a sub sti -
tute] for all” (1 Tim o thy 2:6). Build ing upon this sure foun da tion the gold, sil ver,
and pre cious stones of the Word of God (1 Corin thi ans 3:11-15; 2 Peter 1:5-11), 
its fur ther mis sion is “to make all see what is the fel low ship of the mys tery, which
. . . has been hid in God . . . to the intent that now . . . might be [made] known by
the church the man i fold wis dom of God”—“which in other ages was not made
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed” (Ephe sians 3:5-10).

It stands free from all par ties, sects, and creeds of men, while it seeks more and
more to bring its every utter ance into full est sub jec tion to the will of God in Christ,
as expressed in the holy Scrip tures. It is thus free to declare boldly what so ever the 
Lord hath spo ken—accord ing to the Divine wis dom granted unto us to under -
stand. Its atti tude is not dog matic, but con fi dent; for we know whereof we affirm,
tread ing with implicit faith upon the sure prom ises of God. It is held as a trust to be
used in his ser vice; hence our deci sions rel a tive to what may or may not appear in its
col umns must be accord ing to our judg ment of his good plea sure, the teach ing of his
Word, for the upbuilding of his peo ple in grace and knowl edge. We not only invite,
we urge our read ers to prove all its utter ances by the infal li ble Word, to which ref er -
ence is con stantly made to facil i tate such test ing.

Cover mon tage by Szymon Masiak.



The Body

In the Beginning
I am fear fully and won der fully made.—Psalm 139:14

The head of a large re li gious or ga ni za -
tion once said he thought of his church 
as a sym phony or ches tra be cause both

church and or ches tra abide by strict rules de -
signed to pro mote maj esty and mys tery, both
have many parts but one mes sage, and both
have many play ers but one leader they all must
fol low. 

Although an orches tra may have some
things in com mon with a reli gious orga ni za tion, 
a better met a phor for Christ’s spir i tual church
is the human body. This was the apos tle Paul’s 
point of view because he used the expres sion
“Body of Christ” in three of his let ters.

The var i ous parts of a human body are used 
through out the Bible to illus trate impor tant
truths. In this issue these truths are explored in
a series of eight arti cles. Head and Body be gins 
by empha siz ing the head ship of Christ over the 
true church which con sti tutes his body mem -
bers. This is fol lowed by One Body, Many
Mem bers, a verse-by-verse study of 1 Corin thi -
ans 12, one verse of which describes Chris tians 
as body mem bers.

Truth in the Inward Parts shows how the
unseen inter nal organs rep re sent emo tions and
feel ings. Blood looks at the func tion of human
blood to show how the blood of Christ per -
forms a sim i lar func tion in the spir i tual body.

The Five Senses ana lyzes how sight, sound,
smell, taste, and touch all com bine to keep us
attuned to our envi ron ment and com mu ni cate
with oth ers. The same les sons apply to our
spir i tual envi ron ment.

The body parts used to exer cise power by
both God and man are dis cussed in Arm, Hand
and Fin gers. Those used to sup port a body and 
move it from place to place is the sub ject of
Legs, Feet, and Toes. This arti cle also looks at
the spe cial sig nif i cance of these body parts in
the famous statue seen in Ne buchadnezzar’s
dream.

The final arti cle, The Body of Christ, is
excerpted from an arti cle that appeared in this
jour nal more than twenty-five years ago. As is

the case with all truth, it is as rel e vant today as
when it first appeared.

We trust our read ers will find this review of
our nat u ral body as met a phor for our antic i -
pated spir i tual body to be a reaf fir ma tion of our 
all-wise, all-pow er ful Cre ator who formed us in 
his image.

Jan u ary/February 2006 3

Jan u ary/Feb ru ary 2006
Volume 88 Number 1

In the Beginning (The Body) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3

Head and Body . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4
Je sus Christ is the head, true Chris tians are his body.

One Body, Many Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7
A verse-by-verse study of 1 Co rin thi ans 12.

Truth in the Inward Parts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Emo tions and feel ings are well rep re sented by 
the in ner or gans of the body.

Blood. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Life-giv ing blood nour ishes, cleanses, and fights
 enemies which at tack from with out.

News and Views . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

The Five Senses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
The  Bible speaks of appro pri ate and inappropriate
uses of our senses to con nect to our envi ron ment.

Arm, Hand, and Fingers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
These body parts gen er ally rep re sent the  exercise
of power, both by God and by man.

Legs, Feet, and Toes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
These body parts pro vide sup port, bal ance, and
 locomotion for the body.

The Body of Christ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33
We should be grate ful for the bless ings we receive
from those with impor tant func tions in the body.

Poems and Short Features:
   A Living Sacrifice,  p. 6
   “The Lamb’s Wife,”  p. 16
   Daily Heavenly Manna for March 8, Back Cover



The Christ

Head and Body
All the mem bers of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is [The]
Christ.—1 Corin thi ans 12:12. 1

James Parkinson

Those called of God to be faith ful fol -
low ers of Christ have many tal ents, but 
each lacks some tal ents pos sessed by

oth ers. To make the point that each should em -
ploy the tal ents he has, Paul com pared the
faith ful ones col lec tively to a hu man body com -
posed of many mem bers.2

While Paul describes how the anointed
class (The Christ) is com posed of Jesus and his 
faith ful church, there were already hints of the
mul ti plic ity of The Christ in the books of Mos -
es. Each burnt-offer ing was cut into pieces,
some were washed, and then the whole body
was put with the head and con sumed by fire;
this was con sid ered as a sweet savor unto the
Lord. The burnt-offer ing dis tinc tion be tween
the head and the mem bers of the body is shown 
in the con se cra tion of the priest hood, and also
in the sub se quent atone ment for all the peo ple
on the eighth day imme di ately  following the
seven-day con se cra tion of that priest hood (see
Levit i cus 1:3-13; 8:20,21; 9:12-14). Jesus
Christ is depicted as the head, and his faith ful
church as members of his body.

One may have an annoy ing itch, ache, or
pain. But these become insig nif i cant if one
trips on a brick, or hits a fin ger with a ham mer:
the whole body sud denly focuses on the hurt
mem ber and how to relieve it. Minor prob lems
are for got ten when a more sorely wounded
mem ber needs help. So it should be with the
mem bers of the body of Christ.

Let each be mind ful more of oth ers than of
self. Jesus “did not come to be served, but to
serve” (Mat thew 20:28). After he washed his
dis ci ples’ feet, he said, “You call me Teacher
and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. If I

then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
For I gave you an exam ple that you also should 
do as I did to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a
slave [Greek: bond ser vant] is not greater than
his mas ter, neither is one who is sent [Greek:
apos tle] greater than the one who sent him. If
ye know these things, you are blessed if you do
them” (John 13:13-17).

But is it pos si ble a man in dif fi cult straits
may expect too much help from oth ers? Paul
writes, “Bear one another’s bur dens, and thus
ful fill the law of Christ,” yet a few verses later
we read, “Each one shall bear his own load”
(Galatians 6:2,5).

Clearly Paul is say ing that when we are in
dif fi culty, we should not demand that oth ers do 
this or that for us (though if they offer help, we
may accept it). But should we find oth ers in
dif fi culty, then we should offer what ever assis -
tance we can, and as appro pri ate in the sit u a -
tion. But what is appro pri ate? Jesus gave the
par a ble of the good Samar i tan: A man was
left half dead by way side rob bers. As they
were jour ney ing to a Levitical city, a priest
and a Levite both avoided him, per haps there -
by seek ing to avoid becom ing cer e mo ni ally
 unclean. But a cer tain Samar i tan, a per son
 usually despised in Judea, treated the man’s
wounds, then walked so the injured man could
ride on his don key to the inn. Finally he paid
the man’s room and board! Jesus con cludes,
“Go, and do the same” (Luke 10:25-37).

Not a Bone of His Body was Bro ken

Con cern ing the Christ, David proph e sied of
Mes siah: “I can count3 all my bones” (Psalm
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1. All Scrip ture cita tions are from the New Amer i can Stan dard Bible.

2. The thought of a sin gle body con sist ing of many indi vid u als is found in a stu dent body, and some times a
cor po rate body or body pol i tic. Lead er ship of each comes from a head.

3. The KJV reads, “I may tell all my bones.”  An archaic mean ing of “tell” is “to count or recount,” in the
sense of an accoun tant bal anc ing an account, or a bank teller count ing money.



22:17). When Jesus was cru ci fied, the sol diers 
broke the legs of the thieves to has ten their
death before the high Sab bath. “But com ing
to Jesus, when they saw that He was already
dead, they did not break his legs. For these
things came to pass to ful fill the Scrip ture1,
‘Not a bone of him shall be bro ken [or:
crushed]’ ” (John 19:33, 36).

While keep ing all his bones unbro ken would 
not seem a life-and-death mat ter of itself, there
is a sub tler sig nif i cance. The per fect man Jesus
gave him self a ran som for all, in sac ri fice unto
death; yet the expe ri ence of death did not
break him. So also the mem bers of his body are 
daily to lay down their lives for oth ers (though
add ing no aton ing merit to Jesus’ once-for-all
sac ri fice), yet not one shall be bro ken, or lost.
As with Jesus, they are not to be bro ken by
life’s expe ri ences, which are arranged for them
by the Lord, lest thereby they put them selves
out side the body of Christ. Those who learn to
love even their ene mies will be res ur rected to
join with their Lord to bring bless ings to all the 
fam i lies of the earth. Not a sin gle member will
have been broken.

What Do We Need?

Every liv ing body needs a head. The head
does the see ing, and decides the actions the
body must take. If the body does not fol low
the will of the head because of a lack of train -
ing, dis abil ity, or dis ease, that fail ure will
result in the hurt of the body. A healthy body
must want to do the will of its head.

Jesus Christ is the head of the body of
Christ. Chris tians both indi vid u ally and col lec -
tively must want to do the will of their head. If
they do their own wills, they are not look ing to
the head ship of Jesus Christ, and are thereby
putt ing them selves out side the body of Christ
(see 1 Corin thi ans 9:27; 11:3; Ephe sians
1:22-23).

Even an ani mal needs a head. Although a
chicken with its head cut off may run around a
barn yard, it soon becomes clear that the chick -
en is dead. Like wise the one who sev ers him self 
from Christ is dead, even though super fi cially
he may appear alive. Every Chris tian needs the 
liv ing, wise, and pow er ful head: Jesus Christ.

If a blind man enters an unfa mil iar house at
night, he will use a cane to tap the floor, fur ni -
ture, and walls ahead of him. And he does well 

to con sider the advice of a trust wor thy, sighted
friend. But if the lights sud denly go out and
plunge the house into total dark ness, the sit u a -
tion is reversed: the sighted per son does well to
con sider the advice of the blind man. So Chris -
tians should look first to Jesus Christ through
the tes ti mony of the Scrip tures; but where the
Bible is silent, Chris tians should con sider the
advice of their trust wor thy Christian brethren.

Our pri mary need for Jesus Christ is illus -
trated by a vine: “I am the true vine, and my
Father is the vinedresser. Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch can not bear fruit of itself
unless it abides in the vine, so nei ther can you
unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are
the branches; he who abides in me and I in
him, he bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do noth ing” (John 15:1,4,5). Our sec ond -
ary need is for our breth ren: “This is my com -
mand ment, that you love one another, just as I
have loved you” (John 15:12).

What Can We Give?

Some of the tal ents found in the body of the
Christ are listed in 1 Corin thi ans 12:8-10:

The word of wis dom
The word of knowl edge
Faith
Gifts of heal ings
Effect ing of mir a cles
Proph ecy
Dis tin guish ing of spir its
Var i ous kinds of tongues
The inter pre ta tion of tongues

Some may be able to impart knowl edge of the
Word of God, while oth ers may be better able 
to teach wis dom or how to apply that knowl -
edge. Some may be par tic u larly strong in
faith, to teach even against the strong oppo si -
tion of dark ness, while oth ers may be phy si -
cians for bodily health, or moth ers able to
 comfort hurt chil dren. Some may be best at
orga niz ing spir i tual activ i ties or elo quent to ex -
plain proph ecy for today, while oth ers may be
able to sense the spirit of one who is uncon -
vinced. Some like Paul may be able to express 
the Word of God in dif fer ent lan guages, while 
oth ers who may not nec es sar ily know what to
teach may be able to inter pret the mes sage
into lan guages a teacher does not speak. Each
should objec tively try to deter mine which tal -
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1. For Scrip tural exam ples, see Exo dus 12:46; Num bers 9:12; Psalm 22:17; Psalm 34:20.



ents he can con trib ute and of which there is
need. Let us ask the Lord to help us see
where tal ents are most needed, then try to
match our tal ents to those needs.

As body mem bers use their tal ents to ful fill
real needs, they may find some of their tal ents
go unused for what ever rea son. Let each offer
to the Lord accord ing to where the need is
great, and where there is a tal ent that can be
used: “What ever your hand finds to do, ver ily
do it with all your might; for there is no activ ity
or plan ning or knowl edge or wis dom in sheol
[the grave] where you are going” (Eccle si as tes
9:10).

Other Les sons of Christ and the Church

Eve was taken as a rib from Adam’s side, as a 
type of the church being fash ioned from Jesus
Christ. She was not taken from his head to
rule over him, nor from his feet to be tram pled 
upon, but from his side, clos est to his heart
(Gen e sis 2:21-23).

Jesus Christ and his church are por trayed as 
a groom and bride, show ing not only his love
for the church but sug gest ing their future as
par ents or life-giv ers of the chil dren of the
 resurrection (Rev e la tion 19:6-9; 21:9-14).

A gen eral and the army fol low ing his orders
pic ture the cour age and com plete obe di ence
each mem ber of the church must have as they
serve their Lord (Rev e la tion 19:11-14; see
also Gid eon and his army as a type in
Judges 7:1-22).

Just as Moses and Aaron were sons of the
same father, so Christ and his church are

together sons of God. By obe di ence we learn of 
the Father (Exo dus 4:10-16).

“I am the vine, you are the branches,” em -
pha sizes that we can not sur vive on our own,
but we must remain in Christ for life: “Apart
from me you can do noth ing” (John 15:5).

As sheep are not defense less against a wolf
if they lis ten to the voice of the shep herd, so the 
church at the pres ent time is pro tected by their
Lord if they lis ten to his word (John 10:11-
16).1

A related proph ecy of sav iors (note the plu -
ral) with the Lamb shows the hope of Jesus
Christ and his faith ful church to re gen er ate and 
bless all the fam i lies of the earth (Obadiah 21;
Rev e la tion 14:1).

These les sons show the need to first learn
the will of God, then to do it. Those who learn
these les sons will join Jesus Christ in pro vid -
ing the ulti mate bless ing of all fam i lies of the
earth.

A Pri mary Ap pli ca tion

Jesus Christ died for us and for all. Let each
of us indi vid u ally, and all of us col lec tively,
fol low Jesus’ direc tion and exam ple. He is our 
head. If the called, cho sen [elect], and faith ful 
[the body of Christ] are to be with Jesus in the 
thou sand-year king dom to bless all the fam i lies 
of the earth, they should have a strong desire
to bless now: “So then, while we have oppor -
tu nity, let us do good to all peo ple, and espe -
cially to those who are of the house hold of the
faith” (Galatians 6:10).
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A Living Sacrifice
I beseech you there fore, breth ren, by the mer cies of God, that ye pres ent your

 bodies a liv ing sac ri fice, holy, accept able unto God, which is your rea son able 
ser vice.—Romans 12:1

A: The “bod ies” are plu ral, the sac ri fice is just one.

A Liv ing: It is an active, not a pas sive sac ri fice.

A Liv ing Sac ri fice: Chris tians vol un tarily sac ri fice them selves, fol low ing the pat tern of 
Jesus Christ who sac ri ficed him self for the greater good of oth ers.

1. The wolf barks and bites with its mouth; he heads for the cen ter of the flock to scat ter it, and then kills and
eats the scat tered sheep one at a time.  But if the sheep lis ten to the famil iar voice of their shep herd, their
strong bod ies will press together, crush ing the wolf in their midst.



Unity with Di ver sity

One Body, Many Members
A verse-by-verse study of 1 Co rin thi ans 12

T
he apos tle Paul writes in Ephe sians
5:30-32 that the mem bers of the
church are all mem bers of the body of

Christ and that as the in di vid ual mem bers of
that church are di verse and yet act as one uni -
fied whole, so it is with the spir i tual body of
Christ. This pro vides the theme for a more
lengthy dis cus sion of these points in 1 Co rin -
thi ans 12.

Con cern ing Spir i tual Gifts—
1 Co rin thi ans 12, verses 1-3
Now con cern ing spir i tual gifts, breth ren, I would
not have you ig no rant. Ye know that ye were Gen -
tiles, car ried away unto these dumb idols, even as
ye were led. Where fore I give you to un der stand,
that no man speak ing by the Spirit of God calleth
Je sus ac cursed: and that no man can say that Je sus 
is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost [Spirit].

The apos tle Paul reminds the Corin thian
breth ren that they were con verted from among
the hea then, hav ing been car ried away and led
to wor ship idols. Paul then states that only the
con se crated, those begot ten of the holy spirit,
can right fully call Jesus, Lord. By the same
token, those who would refer to Jesus as
accursed had the spirit of the adver sary. The
apos tle here intro duces the gifts of the holy
spirit by point ing out that the expe ri ences of
the con se crated begin with the holy spirit (John 
16:7-11). It is through the holy spirit that we
receive the gifts Paul writes about in verse 4.

Di ver si ties of Gifts—verses 4-7

Now there are di ver si ties of gifts, but the same
Spirit. And there are dif fer ences of ad min is tra -
tions, but the same Lord. And there are di ver si ties
of op er a tions, but it is the same God which work -
eth all in all. But the man i fes ta tion of the Spirit is
given to ev ery man to profit withal.

Paul con nects the gifts to the “Lord” and to 
“God” because the Corin thi ans tended to for -
get the source of the gifts they had along with
the pur pose, which was to pro duce an effec tive
min is try. Their for get ful ness had led to com pe -

ti tion in the use of their gifts. These gifts en -
abled the pos sessor to min is ter to the needs of
oth ers. They were not for pri vate, indi vid ual
enrich ment nor for rivalry and jeal ousy, but for
the ben e fit of all. The word admin is tra tion is
diakonia, from which we derive our word “dea -
con.” It is Strong’s 1248 and has the thought
of a ser vant attend ing oth ers.

Nam ing the Gifts—verses 8-11
For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wis -
dom; to an other the word of knowl edge by the
same Spirit; To an other faith by the same Spirit;
to an other the gifts of heal ing by the same Spirit;
To an other the work ing of mir a cles; to an other
proph ecy; to an other dis cern ing of spir its; to an -
other di vers kinds of tongues; to an other the in ter -
pre ta tion of tongues; But all these worketh that
one and the self same Spirit, di vid ing to ev ery man
sev er ally as he will.

Paul here men tions some of the many gifts
which the con se crated may pos sess. These gifts 
come through or by the Spirit and include:

1. Wis dom (sophias) or to tal think ing.

2. Knowl edge (gnoseos) or un der stand ing.

3. Faith (pistis) that in fi nite trust or high
de gree of be lief in God, of ten ap pear -
ing in times of great cri sis or op por tu -
nity.

4. Gifts of heal ing (chismata iamaton), dif -
fer ent kinds of cures or rem e dies.

5. Work ing of mir a cles (energemata duna -
meon) or su per hu man pow ers.

6. Proph ecy (propheteia) or an nounc ing
the de crees of God.

7. Dis cern ing of spir its (diakriseis pneuma -
ton), to dis tin guish be tween the spirit
of God, the spirit of Sa tan and the
spirit of the world.

8. Tongues (glosson), use of speech or di a -
lects that the speaker has not learned.
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9. In ter pre ta tion of tongues (ermeneia
glosson), to ren der glos so la lia un der -
stand able to an au di ence in its lan -
guage.

The group ing of these gifts may be intended 
to indi cate a spir i tual check-and-bal ance sys -
tem. The first two gifts of wis dom and knowl -
edge may be bal anced with faith as some may
have had the abil ity to dis cern whether the wis -
dom and knowl edge claimed by some were
mere ora tory or were divine rev e la tions of truth. 
Like wise the sev enth gift men tioned, dis cern -
ing of spir its, may be paired with the heal ing,
mir a cles, and proph ecy, to dis crim i nate be -
tween those whose out ward acts were really of
the Lord and those who were char la tans. Fi -
nally, the gift of tongues must be accom pa nied
by the gift of inter pre ta tion of tongues if it is to
be prof it able.

In Romans 12, Paul makes men tion of cer -
tain tal ents, such as proph ecy, min is try, teach -
ing, exhort ing, giv ing, rul ing, and show ing
mercy. In Ephe sians 4 he men tions apos tles,
proph ets, evan ge lists and pas tor-teach ers.
When the New Tes ta ment was com pleted,
some of these gifts were phased out and no
 longer needed. But then as now the holy spirit
has given to each indi vid ual one or more gifts;
but no boast ing is war ranted. The holy spirit
has done as it sees best. These gifts all work
“that one and the self same spirit, divid ing to
every man sev er ally as it will.”

One Body—verses 12-14
For as the body is one, and hath many mem bers,
and all the mem bers of that one body, be ing many, 
are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit
are we all bap tized into one body, whether we be
Jews or Gen tiles, whether we be bond or free; and
have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For
the body is not one mem ber, but many.

Paul pres ents the anal ogy of the human
body and it is sim i lar to what he says in Ro -
mans 12:4-8. Just as a human body is a sin gle,
func tion ing unit hav ing many mem bers, so also 
is The Christ. All mem bers of a human body
(the hand, eye, ear, nose, inter nal organs, and
the like) all func tion under the direc tion of the
head, so the church as a body func tions with
Christ as its head and as God desires.

As the var i ous mem bers of a human body
per form duties which ben e fit the other mem -

bers, so also is it among the con se crated here
on earth. The var i ous mem bers have gifts and
abil i ties that are to be used for the ben e fit of
the other mem bers. Some of these may be of
a hum ble kind, nev er the less they have their
place and these hum ble incon spic u ous duties
are nec es sary to be per formed for the good of
oth ers and for the ben e fit of the whole body.

The fin ger is good for grasp ing or beck on ing 
and the nose is adept for smell ing; nei ther can
ful fill the role of the other, yet both are essen tial 
for the healthy oper a tion of the body. Paul’s
main point is that the mem bers of the body are
inter de pen dent: “From whom the whole body
fitly joined together and com pacted by that
which every joint supplieth, accord ing to the
effec tual work ing in the mea sure of every part,
maketh increase of the body unto the edi fy ing
of itself in love” (Ephe sians 4:16).

In ter de pen dence—verses 15-20
If the foot shall say, Be cause I am not the hand, I
am not of the body; is it there fore not of the body?
And if the ear shall say, Be cause I am not the eye, 
I am not of the body; is it there fore not of the body? 
If the whole body were an eye, where were the
hear ing? If the whole were hear ing, where were the 
smell ing? But now hath God set the mem bers ev -
ery one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. 
And if they were all one mem ber, where were the
body? But now are they many mem bers, yet but
one body.

Paul now begins to encour age the breth ren
to occupy their own place and per form their
own duties, and not feel dis cour aged because
they do not occupy some other posi tion. In the
church there were Jews and Gen tiles, male and 
female, edu cated and igno rant—all were prod -
ucts of a diverse set of envi ron men tal fac tors,
but they were com pacted together by a com -
mon expe ri ence. They were inde pend ent but
also inter de pen dent. The holy spirit had joined 
them together because they were in sub mis sion
to the will of the head. This same argu ment is
pre sented force fully in Romans 12:4-8. One
has well said that the twelfth chap ter of
Romans is an encap su lated descrip tion of the
entire Chris tian walk:

Verse 1 is Con se cra tion
Verse 2 is Trans for ma tion
Verses 3-8 are Eval u a tion
Verses 9-21 are Appli ca tion
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Equal Honor—verses 21-26
And the eye can not say unto the hand, I have no
need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have
no need of you. Nay, much more those mem bers of 
the body, which seem to be more fee ble, are nec es -
sary: And those mem bers of the body, which we
think to be less hon our able, upon these we be stow
more abun dant hon our; and our uncomely parts
have more abun dant come li ness. For our comely
parts have no need: but God hath tem pered the
body to gether, hav ing given more abun dant hon -
our to that part which lacked: That there should
be no schism in the body; but that the mem bers
should have the same care one for an other. And
whether one mem ber suf fer, all the mem bers suf fer
with it; or one mem ber be hon oured, all the mem -
bers re joice with it.

Paul here chal lenges the Corin thi ans to see
their need for each other. Just as the eye could
not say to any part of the body, “I have no need 
of you,” so the Corin thi ans must under stand
that they need each other. No mem ber of the
body of Christ is suf fi cient within itself. It is
impos si ble in a phys i cal body; it is impos si ble
in the spir i tual body. In fact, the weaker mem -
bers are essen tial to the proper func tion ing of
the body. These may only seem to be weaker or 
they may actu ally be weaker when com pared to 
other mem bers, but it does not mat ter. They
are part of the body and exist for a spe cific pur -
pose, with out which the body can not func tion
prop erly. They are nec es sary, they are vital,
and they are a part of the body. And each is
wor thy of equal honor and respect, and each is
esteemed to be essen tial to the work ing of all.

God works in and through the human body
which he has given to us all; he works in and
through the church col lec tively as he car ries out 
his Divine Plan of the Ages.

God Does the Plac ing—verses 27-31
Now ye are the body of Christ, and mem bers in
par tic u lar. And God hath set some in the church,
first apos tles, sec ond arily proph ets, thirdly teach -
ers, af ter that mir a cles, then gifts of heal ings, helps, 
gov ern ments, di ver si ties of tongues. Are all apos -

tles? are all proph ets? are all teach ers? are all
work ers of mir a cles? Have all the gifts of heal ing?
do all speak with tongues? do all in ter pret? But
covet ear nestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto
you a more ex cel lent way.

Here we see that the apos tles were the most
impor tant mem bers. Their office was to see
first the truths revealed by the holy spirit
because they were the Lord’s spe cial mouth -
pieces. As they heard the voice of the spirit
they spoke out the mes sage, and they wrote
their epis tles for our learn ing. Evi dently some
in the early church did not always appre ci ate
that the teach ing func tion of the apos tles was
most impor tant. 

The func tions of proph ecy, or pub lic ex -
pound ing of truth, and teach ing were listed
next. Only “after that” were the more spec tac -
u lar gifts of heal ings and tongues men tioned.
These were thus rel e gated to a minor posi tion
among the gifts of the spirit and were def i nitely
less impor tant than proph e sy ing and teach ing.

Hence we see, accord ing to the apos tle, that 
what ever gift is pos sessed, all mem bers col lec -
tively con sti tuted one inter de pen dent body.
There was to be no spirit of rivalry, no wish to
dis credit or demean oth ers. All were to rec og -
nize that the teach ing office was more impor -
tant than phys i cal heal ing.

There was one way in which all might par -
tic i pate and all might rejoice: the way of love.
The gifts of the spirit were not con fined to the
teach ing, mir a cles, heal ing, etc., gifts that were 
dis trib uted “to every man sev er ally as the spirit 
will” (v. 11). There was and still is a “fruit”
of the spirit which is the unceas ing priv i lege of
all to exer cise and to enjoy. That “fruit” is
love. Love, the com bi na tion of all those sen ti -
ments and vir tues, is shed abroad in our heart
by the spirit, and enables us to rejoice even in
trib u la tion; it enables us to love and cher ish
every mem ber of the body, great or small, to
appre ci ate the dif fi cul ties and tri als of all and
to smooth the way of each foot-step fol lower of 
the Mas ter on the nar row way that leads to
life.
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Emo tions and Feelings

Truth in the Inward Parts
Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hid den part thou shalt make me
to know wis dom.—Psalm 51:6

Carl Hagensick

Ori en tal cul ture, more than the West -
ern world, as signs dif fer ent emo tions
to many of the body’s in most parts. It

is not just the heart; the kid neys, the liver, the
bow els, the bones, the mar row, and even the
caul above the liver are fre quently used met a -
phor i cally. Al though many of these met a phors
are closely re lated, there are fine lines of dis -
tinc tion be tween them.

The Heart and the Reins

“Exam ine me, O LORD, and prove me; try
my reins and my heart” (Psalm 26:2). The
word “reins,” while not in gen eral use today,
is related to the word “renal,” and denotes the 
kid neys. In some trans la tions of the Bible into
East ern lan guages, the phrase “thou shalt love 
the LORD thy God with all thy heart” is ren -
dered “thou shalt love the LORD thy God
with all thy kid neys.” The word trans lated
“kid neys” is fre quently used in con nec tion
with the sac ri fices.

Yet Psalm 26:2 strongly implies that the
heart and reins are to be dis tin guished. Henry
Ainsworth, the six teenth cen tury leader of the
Puri tan sep a rat ist move ment, says “the heart
may sig nify the cog i ta tions and the reins the
affec tions.” How ever, it appears the dis tinc tion 
may be just the reverse.

For instance, Psalm 16:7 reads: “I will
bless the LORD, who hath given me coun sel:
my reins also instruct me in the night sea sons.”
The Hebrew word for kid neys is used 31 times 
in the Bible, the heart appears some 593 times
in the Old Tes ta ment, and, with its Greek
equiv a lent, 160 times in the New Tes ta ment.
The Greek word kardia (Eng lish: car diac) is
derived from the word kar (Eng lish: core)
mean ing the cen ter of every thing. Thayer de -
fines it as “the cen ter of all phys i cal and spir i -
tual life.”

While closely related fig u ra tively to the kid -
neys, the empha sis appears to be stress ing the

cen tral core feel ings that moti vate a per son.
Thus the heart is used met a phor i cally in the
book of Psalms as the cen ter of affec tion. Some 
exam ples:

“Stand in awe, and sin not: com mune with
your own heart upon your bed, and be still”
(Psalm 4:4).

“The LORD is my strength and my shield;
my heart trusted in him, and I am helped:
there fore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with
my song will I praise him” (Psalm 28:7).

“The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a
bro ken heart; and saveth such as be of a con -
trite spirit” (Psalm 34:18).

“If I regard iniq uity in my heart, the Lord
will not hear me” (Psalm 66:18).

“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I
might not sin against thee” (Psalm 119:11).

While the heart has evoked much con sid er -
ation, one can sum ma rize by say ing that it rep -
re sents the par a mount source of both our inspi -
ra tion and moti va tion. It indi cates both good
and bad emo tions.

The Liver

The liver is also con nected met a phor i cally
with emo tion. It appears most fre quently in
con nec tion with the sac ri fices of the Taber na -
cle. How ever, it and the related con cept of
gall do appear in other con texts, includ ing
hard and bit ter expe ri ences. Here is one ex -
am ple: “Mine eyes do fail with tears, my bow -
els are trou bled, my liver is poured upon the
earth, for the destruc tion of the daugh ter of my 
peo ple; because the chil dren and the suck lings 
swoon in the streets of the city” (Lamentations 
2:11).

Sim i larly the apos tle Peter speaks of
Simon’s “gall of bit ter ness” (Acts 8:23). Job
says, “His archers com pass me round about,
he cleaveth my reins asun der, and doth not
spare; he poureth out my gall upon the ground" 
(Job 16:13).
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While these instances of “gall” refer to the
bit ter fluid called bile pro duced by the gall
blad der, in most other instances the word
appar ently refers to either the fruitage of a
plant, per haps the hem lock, or the venom of a
snake, par tic u larly the asp.

Loins and Bow els

The words loins and bow els, which appear
col lec tively over a hun dred times in the King
James Bible, are related, though their mean ing 
seems indis tinct. “Loins” is from three dif fer -
ent Hebrew words and one Greek word;
“bow els” is most often from one word in each
Testament.

While all the words refer to slightly dif fer ent 
parts of the body—hips, thighs, tes ti cles, etc.
—they com monly con vey two dif fer ent thoughts
to the East ern mind. Though usu ally refer ring
to the pro duc tive organs and gen i tive pow ers,
they also con vey the thought of the seat of pain
(prob a bly in ref er ence to the tes ti cles).

Many texts illus trate this con cept of repro -
duc tion:

“And, behold, the word of the LORD came
unto him, say ing, This shall not be thine heir;
but he that shall come forth out of thine own
bow els shall be thine heir” (Gen e sis 15:4).

“And David said to Abishai, and to all his
ser vants, Behold, my son, which came forth of
my bow els, seeketh my life; how much more
now may this Benjamite do it? let him alone,
and let him curse; for the LORD hath bid den
him” (2 Sam uel 16:11).

“All the souls that came with Jacob into
Egypt, which came out of his loins, besides
Jacob’s sons’ wives, all the souls were three -
score and six” (Gen e sis 46:26).

“Nev er the less thou shalt not build the house;
but thy son that shall come forth out of thy
loins, he shall build the house unto my name”
(1 Kings 8:19).

Fig u ra tively this con cept of repro duc tion is
picked up in the New Tes ta ment:

“Put on there fore, as the elect of God, holy
and beloved, bow els of mer cies, kind ness,
 humbleness of mind, meek ness, long suf fer ing”
(Colossians 3:12; see also Philippians 2:1).

“But whoso hath this world’s good, and
seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up
his bow els of com pas sion from him, how
dwelleth the love of God in him?” (1 John
3:17).

These char ac ter is tics of mercy, kind ness,
and all the graces of the spirit are to spring
forth from the Chris tian as chil dren come from
the bow els or loins in a phys i cal sense.

There is another thought con nected with the 
loins, found in the expres sion “gird ing up the
loins.” Here the idea is not con nected with the
repro duc tive fac ul ties, but the exter nal tight en -
ing of a gir dle in prep a ra tion for hard labor. 

”Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will
demand of thee, and answer thou me” (Job
38:3) find their spir i tual coun ter part in the
New Tes ta ment: “Stand there fore, hav ing your
loins girt about with truth, and hav ing on the
breast plate of righ teous ness” (Ephe sians 6:14). 
Also, “Where fore gird up the loins of your
mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the
grace that is to be brought unto you at the rev e -
la tion of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:13).

A Chris tian is to be as dil i gent in the dif fi -
cult tasks that lay before him as a worker is by
gird ing up his lit eral loins. This “gird ing” is in
the mind, and uses the gir dle of truth, as one
pre pares to apply Scrip tural truths in daily life.

Bones and Mar row

The bones form the skel e tal frame for the en -
tire body. Job writes, “Thou hast clothed me
with skin and flesh, and hast fenced me with
bones and sin ews” (Job 10:11). John Gill, in
a com ment on this verse, writes: “The bones
are the strength and sta bil ity of the human
body; the sin ews or nerves bind and hold the
sev eral parts of it together, and are of great use 
for its strength and motion: the bones, some of 
them are as pil lars to sup port it, as those of the 
legs and thighs; and oth ers are of use to act for 
it, offen sively and defen sively, as those of the
hands and arms; and oth ers are a cover and
fence of the inward parts, as the ribs.”

From this stand point the bones are a good
rep re sen ta tion of doc trines, the skel e tal frame -
work of the new crea ture. Sol o mon speaks of
the growth of bones: “As thou knowest not
what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones
do grow in the womb of her that is with child:
even so thou knowest not the works of God
who maketh all” (Eccle si as tes 11:5). Here the
“works of God” are set in direct appo si tion to
the “bones”; it is through doc trines that a
Chris tian per ceives the “works of God.”

The growth of bones in the nat u ral body
forms an illus tra tion of how the under stand ing
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of doc trines evolves. There are two types of
cells in the human body that are involved in the 
growth of bones: osteo blasts and osteo clasts.
Osteo blasts con tin u ally attack the bone struc -
ture, blow ing small holes in the bones. These
osteo blasts are imme di ately fol lowed by osteo -
clasts, which fill up the holes and slightly
enlarge or stretch them. It is a sim i lar pro cess
with our under stand ing of the doc trines of
God’s word. We meet chal lenges to our beliefs
with con tin ual study, pro vid ing us with deeper
under stand ing of the “works of God.”

The word “bones” is only found four times
in the New Tes ta ment, and usu ally refers to lit -
eral bones, There is one excep tion: “For we
are mem bers of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones” (Ephe sians 5:30). This unusual word -
ing is appar ently an allu sion to the for ma tion
of the first woman, of whom Adam said: “This 
is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh:
she shall be called Woman, because she was
taken out of Man” (Gen e sis 2:23). Thus, as
Jesus is called the “sec ond Adam” (1 Corin thi -
ans 15:45-47), it may be inferred that the
church, his bride, is the “sec ond Eve.”

The mar row is a vis cous fluid per me at ing
the bones. The red mar row pro duces blood.
Thus, as “the life of the flesh is in the blood”
(Levit i cus 17:11), so the mar row is essen tial to 
the main te nance of life. The bones form the
chan nel for the life-pro duc ing mar row to pass
through, and pro vide pro tec tion for it.

The apos tle wrote that “the word of God
is quick, and pow er ful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, pierc ing even to the divid ing
asun der of soul and spirit, and of the joints
and mar row, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).
There is a con trast between joints (bone struc -
ture) and mar row with thoughts and intents
(moti va tional appli ca tions of the heart). The
advice of the wise man should be well heeded:
“Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD,

and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy
navel, and mar row to thy bones” (Prov erbs
3:7,8).

The Wave Of fer ing

In Levit i cus chap ters 8 and 9, cer tain parts
of the ram of con se cra tion, along with three

bread prod ucts, were to be waved before the
Lord until removed by Moses for con sump tion 
on the altar of burnt sac ri fice. These mus cle
parts included the rump and the right shoul -
der, the fat on the inwards and on the rump,
the caul above the liver, and the two kid neys.
The wav ing of these inward parts dem on -
strated the full ness of the con se cra tion of the
sac ri fic ing priests.

Fat, because it burns quickly, is a stan dard
rep re sen ta tion of zeal or whole-heartedness.
The kid neys are fig u ra tive of the cog ni tive
pow ers. The kid neys elim i nate waste prod ucts
while recir cu lat ing what is good. This is sim i lar 
to the role of the con science. The two mus cu lar 
ele ments indi cate strength. This leaves the caul 
above the liver which is not the liver. It is the
tis sue that sur rounds and pro tects the liver, the
omentum, a mem brane that envel ops the vital
liver. The caul of the heart is the pericardium
that sur rounds that organ (Hosea 13:8). Thus 
these ele ments pic ture:

Shoul der and Rump:  Strength
Fat:  Zeal, Whole-heartedness, Soul
Caul Above the Liver:  Heart Inten tions
Kid neys:  Mind, Cog ni tive Pow ers

Col lec tively these illus trate the pri mary law of
the Bible and the basis for a true con se cra tion
to God: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart [caul], and with all thy soul
[fat], and with all thy mind [kid neys], and
with all thy strength [shoul der and rump]: this 
is the first com mand ment” (Mark 12:30).

Our Golden Text

“Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward
parts: and in the hid den part thou shalt make
me to know wis dom” (Psalm 51:6). From our 
study of the var i ous inner organs used met a -
phor i cally, we can see a pro found mean ing to
this text. Not only should we desire truth that
is not super fi cial, but that which reaches far
deeper than a mere intel lec tual com pre hen sion 
of truth, to those ver i ties which affect the emo -
tions and feel ings so well rep re sented by the
inner organs of the body.

“But be ye doers of the word, and not hear -
ers only, deceiv ing your own selves” (James
1:22).
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Nour ish ment, Cleans ing, and Much More

Blood
The life of all flesh is the blood thereof.—Levit i cus 17:14

Mi chael Nekora

N
oth ing is more im por tant to a hu man
body than blood. We may live a few
weeks with out food, a few days with -

out wa ter, but only a few min utes with out ox y -
gen. Ox y gen from the air en ters the lungs
where it is ab sorbed by the blood and car ried
to even the ti ni est re cesses in the body. The
brain has the great est need for the ox y gen. If
some thing should cut off its sup ply, brain cells
be gin to die al most im me di ately. In min utes a
per son can be in ca pa ble of ever liv ing again,
though some body or gans might still func tion.
Truly life is in the blood. Lose your blood, or
have it fail to cir cu late in the body, and you
lose your life. 

The impor tance of blood in the Body of
Christ is dem on strated by the fact that the
phrases “blood of Christ” or “blood of the
lamb” occur more fre quently in the Scrip tures
than “cross of Christ” or “death of Christ.” 

Blood has always had sacred asso ci a tions.
A per son’s word might be con sid ered suf fi -
cient to make a con tract bind ing, but an oath
really sealed it. Thus we read about the time
the daugh ter of Herodias danced before king
Herod. He was so pleased that “he prom ised
with an oath to give her what so ever she would
ask. And she, being before instructed of her
mother, said, Give me here John Bap tist’s head
in a charger. And the king was sorry: nev er the -
less for the oath’s sake, and them which sat
with him at meat, he com manded it to be given
her” (Mat thew 14:7-9).

About the only thing Herod could have
done to make his ver bal con tract more bind ing
would have been to slaugh ter an ani mal and
walk between its pieces. God makes such a ref -
er ence to the nation of Israel: “I will give the
men that have trans gressed my cov e nant, which 
have not per formed the words of the cov e nant
which they had made before me, when they cut

the calf in twain, and passed between the parts
thereof,” [there fore will I give them into the
hands of their ene mies] (Jer e miah 34:18).
The shed blood of an ani mal made a con tract
abso lutely bind ing.

God was reminding the peo ple how seri -
ously they treat cov e nants they signed among
them selves when sealed with blood sac ri fices.
He expected the nation to treat seri ously the
cov e nant they “signed with blood” with him at
Sinai (see Hebrews 9:19). Yet it was the usual 
story: mak ing a vow was easy; keep ing a vow
was harder. When the peo ple ignored their
vows, God de liv ered them into the hands of
their ene mies.

The won der ful cov e nant God made with
Abra ham in Gen e sis 15 was sol em nized by the 
sac ri fice of ani mals. Abra ham saw a rep re sen -
ta tion of God as a “smok ing fur nace, and a
burn ing lamp” pass ing between the pieces of
the sac ri ficed ani mals. God fol lowed the cus -
tom Abra ham asso ci ated with the rit ual that
made a con tract abso lutely bind ing. In this case 
God prom ised to bless Abra ham by giv ing him 
land and a seed.

Cleans ing Blood

Blood as a sym bol of sac ri ficed life can be
seen in the blood applied to the lin tel and two
side posts of the Isra el ite houses prior to the
pas sage of the death angel through the land of 
Egypt. It is also found in var i ous sac ri fices
asso ci ated with the taber na cle. The first time
blood is spe cif i cally men tioned as a cleans ing
agent is in Levit i cus 14 where the priest per -
forms a rit ual for some one whose lep rosy has
dis ap peared. The priest kills one bird, dips
the sec ond bird in the blood and lets it go.
“[Then] he shall sprin kle [the blood of the
bird that was killed] upon him that is to be
cleansed from the lep rosy seven times, and
shall pro nounce him clean, and shall let the
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liv ing bird loose into the open field” (Levit i cus 
14:7).

Blood is asso ci ated with cleans ing in a text
describ ing the expe ri ences of the Great Com -
pany: “These are they which came out of great
trib u la tion, and have washed their robes, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb”
(Rev e la tion 7:14). It’s not just robes that are
made white in this blood. Eigh teenth-cen tury
poet Wil liam Cow per wrote the words of hymn 
#290 in the Bible Stu dent hym nal. Enti tled
“Cleans ing Foun tain” it begins with these
words:

“There is a foun tain filled with blood, 
     drawn from Imman uel’s veins;
And sin ners plung’d beneath that flood
      lose all their guilty stains.”

Most every one knows blood car ries oxy gen
and nutri ents to all the cells in a body and
thereby nour ishes the body. Blood also cleanses
the body by car ry ing off toxic wastes such as
car bon diox ide and uric acid gen er ated by the
mus cles and other body pro cesses, and brings
those tox ins to organs that can flush them out
of the body. Is there any thing com pa ra ble to
this func tion in the Body of Christ? There is,
and in this appli ca tion the toxic waste is sin: “If 
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fel low ship one with another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin” (1 John 1:7).

The cleans ing power of Jesus’ blood is nec -
es sary when peo ple pres ent them selves in con -
se cra tion. But it is not a one-time action; it must
be repet i tively applied over and over. Con sider
these words: “It is from inside, from men’s
hearts and minds, that evil thoughts arise—
lust, theft, mur der, adul tery, greed, wick ed -
ness, deceit, sen su al ity, envy, slan der, arro -
gance and folly! All these evil things come from 
inside a man and make him unclean!” (Mark
7:21-23, Phillips).

Just because some one is not guilty of every
sin listed does not mean that per son is free
from sin. Can we hon estly say we never have
evil thoughts? These make us unclean, a con di -
tion that cries out for cleans ing: “If we say that
we have no sin, we deceive our selves, and the
truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8).
   How can we be cleansed from the toxic

wastes of sin that are pro duced as a byprod uct
of every thing we do? John told us: “The blood 
of Jesus Christ … cleanseth us from all sin”
(1 John 1:7). He con tin ues: “If we con fess our
sins, he is faith ful and just to for give us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrigh teous -
ness” (verse 9).

Note the impor tant stip u la tion intro duced
by the word “if.” “If we con fess our sins, he
[will] cleanse us.” “He that covereth his sins
shall not pros per: but whoso confesseth and
forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Prov erbs
28:13).

The death of Jesus Christ paid the ran som
for father Adam and pro vides what has been
called the “robe of Christ’s righ teous ness.” As
we sojourn in this world, things hap pen which
we do not approve. These have been called
“spots on our robes.” We read: “Thou hast a
few names even in Sardis which have not de -
filed their gar ments; and they shall walk with
me in white: for they are wor thy” (Rev e la tion
3:4). These few in Sardis who did not defile
their gar ments are the real foot step fol low ers of
the mas ter. It is not because they are per fect.
They begin as imper fect as any one else. But
they con fess their short com ings and the cleans -
ing power of the blood restores their robe to
spar kling white.

“Drink ing” Blood

When Gen tiles accepted the gos pel mes sage,
some Judaizers claimed they had to be cir cum -
cised and keep the law of Moses. This con tro -
versy became so divi sive it was felt only the
apos tles could set tle it. Paul and Bar na bas
went to Jeru sa lem and in Acts chap ter 15 we
have the account of the pro ceed ings. James
stands up and sum ma rizes what they decided.
He lists four pro hi bi tions for Gen tile Chris -
tians, two of which con cern mat ters of blood:
“Avoid what has been sac ri ficed to idols, tast -
ing blood, eat ing meat which has been stran -
gled, and sex ual immo ral ity. Keep your selves
clear of these things and you will make good
prog ress” (Acts 15:29, Phillips).

Jew ish law pro hib ited eat ing any meat un -
less the blood had been thor oughly drained
from it. So a faith ful Jew would not eat the
meat from an ani mal that died by stran gu la -
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tion, from nat u ral causes, or by a pred a tory
beast. So did the apos tles pick and choose
among the law’s pro hi bi tions when they said
Gen tiles should abstain from blood and meat
con tain ing blood? Not at all. They were reit er -
at ing a rule God gave the entire human race as
rep re sented in Noah and his fam ily imme di -
ately after the flood: “Every mov ing thing that
liveth shall be meat for you … But flesh with
the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall 
ye not eat” (Gen e sis 9:3,4). 

As we remem ber how ingrained this rule
was within the Jew ish com mu nity, con sider
how shock ing, almost revolt ing these words of
Jesus would be: “Ver ily, ver ily, I say unto you,
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and
drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Who -
so eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood,
hath eter nal life; and I will raise him up at the
last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my
blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my
flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in
me, and I in him.”— John 6:53-56

No Jew drank blood. Only sav ages and the
uncircumcised did that. For Jesus to say this
was too much. In verse 66 we read that “many
of his dis ci ples went back, and walked no more
with him.” 

Why did Jesus say this in a way that would
offend the larg est num ber of peo ple? Why did
he not say, “Eat my flesh and pour out my
blood,” or “Eat my flesh and sprin kle my
blood”? That would be com pat i ble to what
was done in all the typ i cal Jew ish sac ri fices.

Jesus knew exactly what he was doing: he
was trans form ing the sym bol. God was say ing
to Noah, “If you drink the blood of a lamb, the
life of the lamb enters into you. Don’t do it!”
Jesus was say ing, “If you drink my blood, my
life will enter into you. Do it!” 

It is not just his past life and death that are
so valu able to us; he is the con tin u ing source of
our life. “He took the cup, and gave thanks,
and gave it to them, say ing, Drink ye all, of it;
for this is my blood … which is shed for
many for the remis sion of sins” (Mat thew
26:27,28). 

Later that night he used a dif fer ent met a -
phor to show how our life comes from him: “I
am the vine, ye are the branches: He that
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for with out me ye can do

noth ing” (John 15:5). A vine is a pic ture of
our life in Christ. As phys i cal life is sus tained
by the cir cu la tion of blood and a branch lives
because of the cir cu la tion of sap, our spir i tual
life sur vives only if it is con stantly nour ished by
Christ. True, his death was only hours away
when Jesus told his clos est asso ci ates to drink
his “blood” from the cup, but a mar vel ous,
spir i tual res ur rec tion was just a few days away.
Such a spir i tual life will be ours also if we are
faith ful: “If we be dead with him, we shall also
live with him” (2 Tim o thy 2:11).

De fend ing the Body

Bring ing nutri ents to, and car ry ing off waste
prod ucts from, the body’s cells is done by the
red blood cells. Blood also con tains white
blood cells and these defend the body against
infec tion. Amaz ingly they have a kind of
“mem ory” about past ene mies and, when seen 
again, they instantly begin to fight them. This
is why vac ci na tion is so pow er ful. If some one
is delib er ately infected with a benign form of
a virus, the body will mem o rize its struc ture so 
it can attack it in the future. Edward Jen ner
in the mid-1700s learned that those who were
infected with cow pox never got small pox, a
dis ease that kills 30% of those it infects. One
small pox-infected wounded war rior from Cor -
tes’ army is said to have been respon si ble for
the death of four mil lion Aztecs over a two-
year period. The last known small pox death
occurred in 1978; today gen eral vac ci na tion
against this dis ease has stopped.

So another func tion of blood is to help us
over come our ene mies. “They over came him
by the blood of the Lamb” (Rev e la tion
12:11). The blood of some one who has suc -
cess fully over come a dis ease changes in sub tle
ways so it can effi ciently fight that dis ease in
the future. Its “mem ory” is in the form of anti -
bod ies and these can be trans ferred to those
who were never infected. This is done by sep a -
rat ing the “serum” from whole blood and put -
t ing it in another’s body. The new host body
begins to dupli cate those anti bod ies and is
thus pre pared to over come and sur vive when
assaulted by that dis ease.

Jesus was tempted by the Adver sary to take
an easy way to suc cess, power, and the sat is fac -
tion of his own human needs. He was fre -
quently tired, frus trated, tempted, and aban -
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doned. But he over came all of these besetments 
with out using any super nat u ral power. “Be -
cause he has him self been through temp ta tion,
he is able to help oth ers who are tempted”
(Hebrews 2:18, Jeru sa lem Bible). “For it is
not as if we had a high priest who was inca pa -
ble of feel ing our weak nesses with us; but we
have one who has been tempted in every way
that we are, though he is with out sin” (He -
brews 4:15, Jeru sa lem Bible).

When we “drink his blood” in sym bol at the 
Memo rial cel e bra tion, we accept his invi ta tion
to share his life, to use his strength as we en -
coun ter the temp ta tions of the world, the flesh,
and the devil. He pre vi ously over came these
and with his help, we can too. In fact John tells
us that because of what is within us, we are
over comers: “Ye are of God, lit tle chil dren,
and have over come them [false proph ets—see
vs. 1]: because greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 

The blood of Christ brings us back from the
dead, the dying life we inher ited from father

Adam: “You were dead, because you were sin -
ners … He [God] has brought you to life with
him, he has for given us all our sins” (Colos -
sians 2:13, Jeru sa lem Bible). “Christ in you,
the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27). No other 
New Tes ta ment pic ture expresses this con cept
so per fectly as does blood. We drink Christ’s
“blood” in sym bol at the Memo rial.

Since we all know from whom we have
received life, why do we need to have a cer e -
mony? We do it because it is a phys i cal expres -
sion of a spir i tual real ity. The cer e mony keeps
the mem ory bright. When ever we par take of
the bread and drink of the cup, let us see the
spir i tual real ity of Christ who ener gizes us to
fight off sins which so eas ily beset us, who
nour ishes us, and who purges us of toxic sins.
This is “The Mighty to Save” to use Isa iah’s
words: “Who is this that com eth from Edom,
with dyed gar ments from Bozrah? this that is
glo ri ous in his apparel, trav el ling in the great -
ness of his strength? I that speak in righ teous -
ness, mighty to save” (Isa iah 63:1).
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“The Lamb’s Wife”

The Bride of a spot less Lamb to be,
    Thy Bride with gar ments clean,
From ev ery spot and wrin kle free—
    Teach me what this doth mean.

The cleans ing blood of Cal vary
    Can wash me white as snow;
But how can all the wrin kles be
    Re moved, Lord, I would know?

I’ve seen the linen, Lord, made white,
    All free from spot or stain
And yet, not fault less in Thy sight,
    For wrin kles still re main.

And ’neath the heated iron,
    Lord, I’ve seen the linen made

So smooth that ne’er was royal board
    With choicer linen laid.

Is this the way that I must be
    Made meet to be his Bride?
Cleansed by his blood—from wrin kles freed
    By fur nace heat ap plied?

Then let pain’s fur nace fires glow,
    Let sor row light her flame,
If ’neath the heat and ache be low
    I still may bear Thy Name.

No pain too great if only this
    The glo ri ous out come be:
We the Lamb’s wife in spot less white
    Through out eter nity!

—The Her ald of Christ’s King dom, March 1943 [au thor un known]



Con nec tion and Perception

The Five Senses
To such as are mature pertaineth the strong food … who by rea son of habit have their
organs of per cep tion well trained for dis crim i nat ing both good and evil.—Hebrews 5:14,
Rotherham

Da vid Stein

When God cre ated Adam, he gave
him the nec es sary tools to per ceive
his en vi ron ment: see ing, hear ing,

smell ing, tast ing, and touch ing. Ev ery thing
 human be ings know about their sur round ings
comes through these senses.1 And as many
have per son ally ex pe ri enced, the loss of one or
more of these senses can be a great hand i cap.
On the other hand, the senses we do pos sess
al low us to per ceive the great beauty of cre -
ation. These senses are as so ci ated with phys i -
cal, sen sory or gans:

1. The Eye. We have two eyes with which
to detect the vis i ble uni verse around us. It is the 
most com plex of the senses and pro vides the
most data to our brains. What we sense is light
vibra tion that our minds con vert to an image.
A large sec tion of the brain is ded i cated to the
pro cess ing of images to per mit quick rec og ni -
tion of things we see.

2. The Ear. We have two ears with which
to detect the audi ble uni verse. This is the sec -
ond most impor tant of our senses and pro vides
a con sid er able amount of data to the brain, as
evi denced by the abil ity of the blind to nego ti -
ate their envi ron ment using their sense of hear -
ing as their pri mary sense. As with the eye, the
ear senses vibra tions of the air which the brain
con verts to sounds. From the time of our birth,
our brains build a large data base of sounds
which per mit us to iden tify peo ple and places
almost instantly.

3. The Nose. Our nose is well posi tioned
to sense smells in front of us. Nose tis sues sense 
air borne chem i cals which the brain con verts to
our per cep tion of smell. The nose works closely 
with the tongue in sens ing and enjoy ing food.

4. The Tongue. The sur face of the tongue 
senses chem i cals in the food we eat. And, just
as it does with the other organs, the brain con -
verts the infor ma tion from the tongue into the
sen sa tion of taste. We all have devel oped a
large cat a logue of tastes which bring great plea -
sure to our lives.

5. The Skin. The skin is a sen sory organ,
even though it is not typ i cally con sid ered as
such. Nerves which per me ate every square inch 
of skin con stantly send sig nals to the brain.
The inter pre ta tion of these sig nals pro vides our 
sense of touch. It is not just the per cep tion of
con tact; we can dis tin guish a large vari ety of
feel ings such as soft, hard, hot, cold, smooth,
rough, and the like.

The Bible refers to God as hav ing “eyes”
and “ears” and other sen sory organs. But these 
are anthropomorphisms, descrip tions of God
given in terms we can under stand. 

The Eye: See ing

“And Moses was an hun dred and twenty years
old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his 
nat u ral force abated” (Deu ter on omy 34:7).

This sim ply refers to Moses’ lit eral eyes.
They were still func tion ing per fectly even when 
he was 120 years old. Other Scrip tures use
“eye” met a phor i cally:

“Beware that there be not a thought in thy
wicked heart, say ing, The sev enth year, the
year of release, is at hand; and thine eye be
evil against thy poor brother, and thou givest
him nought; and he cry unto the LORD against 
thee, and it be sin unto thee” (Deu ter on omy
15:9).
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“He that hath a boun ti ful eye shall be
blessed; for he giv eth of his bread to the poor”
(Prov erbs 22:9).

These are ref er ences to a men tal atti tude or
state of mind. “If thine eye be evil” refers to an
evil state of mind toward another as dem on -
strated by a lack of com pas sion and gen er os ity. 

This is a sim i lar New Tes ta ment usage:
“The light of the body is the eye1: if there fore
thine eye be sin gle, thy whole body shall be full
of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body 
shall be full of dark ness. If there fore the light
that is in thee be dark ness, how great is that
dark ness!” (Mat thew 6:22,23).

The NIV is clearer: “The eye is the lamp of
the body. If your eyes are good, your whole
body will be full of light. But if your eyes are
bad, your whole body will be full of dark ness. If 
then the light within you is dark ness, how great 
is that dark ness!”

This describes a state of mind or heart that
directs our actions. Our bod ies are “full of
light,” radi at ing good ness and righ teous ness,
only if our mind, atti tude, and vision are good
and spir i tual.

On one occa sion Jesus described things
which get into our eyes: “And why beholdest
thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but
consid erest not the beam that is in thine own
eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let
me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and,
behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hyp -
o crite, first cast out the beam out of thine own
eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out
the mote out of thy brother’s eye” (Mat thew
7:3-5).

Our Lord is describing a men tal blind ness
to our own faults and prej u dices, a con di tion
known as a “blind spot.” Jesus coun sels us to
get rid of such imped i ments so we can have a
full and hon est per cep tion of the truth, in our -
selves and in oth ers.

Another exam ple of an eye rep re sent ing
men tal per cep tion con cerns the Laodicean
church: “I coun sel thee to buy of me gold tried
in the fire … and anoint thine eyes with eye -
salve, that thou mayest see” (Rev e la tion 3:18).

The Laodiceans are suf fer ing from sig nif i -
cant men tal blind ness. They can not see or
men tally appre hend their con di tion. The Lord
advises them to take eye med i cine to restore

their sight. This eyesalve is noth ing less than
the truth and its spirit.

The Ear: Hear ing

“The hear ing ear, and the see ing eye, the
LORD hath made even both of them” (Prov -
erbs 20:12). The point of this text is that God 
is quite able to see and hear since he is the
cre ator of the organs of sight and hear ing. The 
impli ca tion is that we deceive our selves if we
think that God can not see or hear what we are 
doing!

The sym bolic or met a phor i cal use of the ear
con cerns obe di ence, as shown in these texts:

“So I spake unto you; and ye would not
hear, but rebelled against the com mand ment of 
the LORD, and went pre sump tu ously up into
the hill” (Deu ter on omy 1:43).

“As an ear ring of gold, and an orna ment of
fine gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obe di -
ent ear” (Prov erbs 25:12).

“Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hear ken,
and hear my speech” (Isa iah 28:23).

“Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, 
but walked every one in the imag i na tion of
their evil heart: there fore I will bring upon them 
all the words of this cov e nant, which I com -
manded them to do; but they did them not”
(Jer e miah 11:8).

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the par a dise of God”
(Rev e la tion 2:7).

This usage is com mon in our lan guage.
Quite often we use the word “lis ten” to mean
obey. A par ent might say to a child, “You
 didn’t lis ten to me!” mean ing that the child
did not do what he was told to do. When we
give instruc tion to some one, we expect them to
lis ten in the sense of car ry ing out the instruc -
tions as given.

We are expected to hear or lis ten with the
under stand ing that the knowl edge imparted
will be applied. God appeals to us to lis ten to
him so our lives will be safer and with out the
trag edy brought by dis obe di ence. 

The Nose: Smelling

In Old Tes ta ment times, the sense of smell
would be invoked when ever there were ani mal
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sac ri fices. The burnt offer ings on ancient al -
tars would pro duce dis tinc tive odors that came 
to be asso ci ated with sac ri fice. 

Con sider the Atone ment Day odors as an
exam ple. There were three fires burn ing on the 
Atone ment Day in ancient Israel: the fire on
the altar of incense, the fire on the court yard
altar, and the fire “with out the camp” where
the hide and dung of the ani mals were burned
(Levit i cus 8:17). Each fire had a unique smell.

The incense altar would have pro duced the
most delight ful fra grance. The ingre di ents1 of
the sacred incense would fill the taber na cle
with a sweet and won der ful odor.

The altar of burnt offering received the in -
ward parts of the sac ri fi cial ani mal for burn ing. 
These life-giv ing organs would have pro duced
a strong food smell—not sweet, like incense,
but a pleas ing smell, per haps even stim u lat ing
the appe tite!

The fire out side the camp where the hide
and rem nants of the beast were burned would
have pro duced a dis agree able smell, the kind
asso ci ated with burn ing hair and skin.

These smell expe ri ences of Israel pro vide
les sons regard ing the expe ri ences the body
mem bers of The Christ receive from the dif fi -
cult, fiery tri als of their lives, and the reac tion
oth ers have to these ex pe ri ences.

The sweet per fume of burn ing incense pro -
vides a sense of seren ity and inti macy. Because
only the priests could go inside the taber na cle
where the incense altar was located, they were
the only ones who appre ci ated that sweet smell, 
illus trat ing the won der ful and pre cious fel low -
ship which can be shared only by the con se -
crated, anti typ i cal priests. As we observe the
reac tions of fel low body mem bers dur ing their
fiery tri als, their faith ful obe di ence are to us a
“sweet savor.”

The food-like smell ema nat ing from the
altar of burnt offer ing in the court was expe ri -
enced by a larger num ber of Isra el ites because
this altar was in the open. Its loca tion in the
court sug gests that our sac ri fice as seen by the
jus ti fied—those who love the Lord but have
not made a con se cra tion unto death—pro -
duces an “odor” of priestly obe di ence that is

pleas ant and stim u lat ing to the house hold of
faith.

The stench from the burn ing out side the
camp sug gests the view the world has of our
con se crated lives. Not only do they think we
are fools (1 Corin thi ans 1:27,28), our sac ri fice 
is often despised, even hated. Truly the stench
pro vided by this fire well-rep re sents such a re -
ac tion.

The expres sion “sweet savour” is found fre -
quently in the King James Bible. In almost
every occur rence, it refers to how God receives
a sac ri fice! God would have us under stand
how he perceives the obe di ent behav ior of
his peo ple. In the New Tes ta ment the phrase
occurs only once: “For we are unto God a
sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved,
and in them that per ish: to the one we are the
savour of death unto death; and to the other the 
savour of life unto life” (2 Corin thi ans 2:15,
16).

The Tongue: Tasting

We are restrict ing the scope of our con sid er -
ation of the tongue to the sense of taste. A
sense of taste is a tes ti mony to the love of
God! We need to eat to sur vive, and that will
be true of all man kind for eter nity. Sit ting
down to eat is one of the most plea sur able
daily events we have. It is not just the inges -
tion of food, but the social inter change that
makes it such a blessing.

“How sweet are thy words unto my taste!
yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Psalm 
119:103).

The “taste” of God’s words, the truth, is a
delight to all God’s peo ple. What is not com -
monly known is that our sense of taste would
be use less with out water. Water, the uni ver sal
sol vent, works with enzymes in our saliva to
dis solve our food so we can taste it! Water
often rep re sents truth in the Bible. We can
only “taste” God in pro por tion as we have the
truth. Without truth there is no tast ing, only
ignorance.

Often we sub ject our food to a quick taste to 
see if it is sea soned cor rectly. A sim i lar idea is
con veyed in a psalm: “O taste and see that
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the LORD is good: blessed is the man that
trust eth in him” (Psalm 34:8).

These words sug gest that we test God, not
in the neg a tive sense of dis trust ing him, but
rather to sam ple his prom ises and see that what 
God says is true! When we learn that God’s
words are reli able, we can trust him and expe ri -
ence his bless ings.

“But we see Jesus, who was made a lit tle
lower than the angels for the suf fer ing of death, 
crowned with glory and honour; that he by the
grace of God should taste death for every
man” (Hebrews 2:9).

“Taste” in this con text means Jesus expe ri -
enced death, dying on the cross. Since that
death pro vided a ran som price for Adam so he
could be res cued from death, so all of Adam’s
prog eny will like wise be recov ered. Jesus
“taste[d] death for every man” so all could be
redeemed from Adam ic death.

On one occa sion Jesus used “tast ing death”
to describe someone’s lit eral death: “Ver ily I
say unto you, There be some stand ing here,
which shall not taste of death, till they see the
Son of man com ing in his king dom” (Mat thew 
16:28).

Jesus is say ing there would be some who
would see him in his king dom before they died, 
and this actu ally hap pened to Peter, James,
and John in the vision described in the begin -
ning verses of Mat thew 17.

The Skin: Touching

“But of the fruit of the tree which is in the
midst of the gar den, God hath said, Ye shall
not eat of it, nei ther shall ye touch it, lest ye
die” (Gen e sis 3:3). The law given in Eden
was not only that the fruit of one tree was not
to be eaten, it was not even to be touched! We 
tend to empha size the eat ing of the for bid den
fruit as the sin, but tech ni cally—accord ing to
the pre cise words she recited—as soon as Eve
touched it, she had bro ken the law! Fur ther -
more, as we read on in the pro cess of her sin,
we find in the sixth verse that it was “pleas ant
to the eyes!” 

There is much to learn about the role of the
senses in the com mis sion of sin. After Satan,
through the ser pent, had placed doubt in the
mind of Eve, she began to per ceive the for bid -
den fruit dif fer ently. As she gazed on it, a
desire began to grow. The lust of her eyes soon
gave way to a touch, and the touch to a bite,
and with the bite, sin was accom plished. 

James talks about this pro cess of devel op ing
sin: “But every man is tempted, when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then 
when lust hath con ceived, it bringeth forth sin:
and sin, when it is fin ished, bringeth forth
death” (James 1:14,15).

Eve’s desire or lust was caused by a doubt
intro duced by the devil. It grew through the
senses: the sight was pleas ant. Scrip ture does
not men tion the smell of the tree and its fruit,
but no doubt it car ried its own appeal. Then
came the touch, the actual con nec tion with
what was for bid den, and from this it was only
one short step to the full and final break ing of
the law—the actual eat ing of the fruit. 

We must be on guard to pre vent this sin ful
cas cade of think ing from occur ring in us. If we
com pro mise and travel down the road to the
point of sin ful touch, we have reached the last
bound ary before actual sin. Paul under stood
this dan ger: “Now con cern ing the things where -
of ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to
touch a woman” (1 Corin thi ans 7:1). 

The world in which the Corin thi ans lived
was filled with immo ral ity. So Paul gave a sim -
ple pre ven ta tive: Don’t touch! 

“Since you died with Christ to the basic
prin ci ples of this world, why, as though you
still belonged to it, do you sub mit to its rules:
‘Do not han dle! Do not taste! Do not touch!’?
These are all des tined to per ish with use,
because they are based on human com mands
and teach ings” (Colossians 2:20-22, NIV).

Sum mary

Our five senses con nect us with our envi ron -
ment. The lit eral and sym bolic uses in Scrip -
ture con vey this idea of con nec tion and per -
cep tion, both the appro pri ate kind and the
inap pro pri ate. We who have consecrated our
human life will expe ri ence a dra matic change
to our senses when we receive spirit bodies.
Will we have only five senses then? The like li -
hood is that it will be con sid er ably more than
five.

John records a won der ful prom ise that gives
a hint of what will be expe ri enced then: “Be -
loved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like
him; for we shall see him as he is” (1 John
3:2). 
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Power

Arm, Hand, and Fingers
Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him.—Isa iah 
40:10

Tom Ruggirello

The Lord uses many met a phor i cal de -
scrip tions to help us un der stand his
ways and ac tions. In the Old Tes ta -

ment we read of the arm of Je ho vah be ing out -
stretched, which de scribes the ex er cise of his
power. The fig ure is taken from the po si tion
of an cient war riors who sim i larly out stretched
the arm in bat tle. God’s words to Is rael em ploy 
this same im ag ery when he says, “I will bring
you out from un der the bur dens of the Egyp -
tians, and I will rid you out of their bond age,
and I will re deem you with stretched out
arm, and with great judg ments” (Ex o dus 6:6). 
God wanted the Is raelites to see him as a war -
rior pre pared to fight their bat tle of de liv er ance
from Egyp tian bond age. The sym bol is also
used to de scribe the break ing of Pha raoh’s
power over Is rael. God says, “I have bro ken
the arm of Pha raoh … and ... it shall not be … 
healed” (Ezeki el 30:21). It is a strik ing im age
when we grasp the com par i son be tween the
mighty arm of Jehovah and the broken arm of
Pharaoh.

The abuse of power dem on strated by Pha -
raoh has been a com mon occur rence in the his -
tory of man. The prophet Job says, “Men cry
out under a load of oppres sion; they plead for
relief from the arm of the pow er ful” (Job 35:9,
NIV). Cru elty and tyr anny are often the result
when human beings have too much power. The
Eng lish his to rian Lord Acton said: “Power
tends to cor rupt; abso lute power cor rupts abso -
lutely.” He saw that a per son’s sense of moral -
ity dimin ishes as the power pos sessed increases.

Such is not the case with God. In describ ing 
the con sis tency of his actions God said, “I will
be quick to tes tify against sor cer ers, adul ter ers
and per jur ers, against those who defraud labor -
ers of their wages, who oppress the wid ows and 
the father less, and deprive aliens of jus tice. …
I the LORD do not change” (Malachi 3:5,6,
NIV). We should be deeply grate ful that God
con sis tently applies just and moral prin ci ples to 

all his actions. When he extends his arm to
fight for a cause, it is always just and right.

In look ing back to the deliv er ance of Israel
from Egyp tian bond age the Scrip tures indi cate 
that the expe ri ence placed require ments upon
the Isra el ites. God said to them, “Remem ber
that thou wast a ser vant in the land of Egypt,
and that the LORD thy God brought thee out
thence through a mighty hand and by a
stretched out arm: there fore the LORD thy
God com manded thee to keep the sab bath
day” (Deu ter on omy 5:15). God’s deliv er ance
of Israel estab lished one rea son for keep ing the
Sab bath. It was to be a reg u lar reminder of the
bat tle that God won for them through his out -
stretched arm. It was to be a day of rest, in con -
trast to their ser vi tude under the cruel task mas -
ters who gave them no rest. The Sab bath,
though no lon ger required of Chris tians, con -
veys this prin ci ple of remem brance. God
should be rec og nized and remem bered reg u -
larly because of his will ing ness to deliver us
from evil, and give us rest in his might.

The out stretched arm of God was to bring
an even deeper respon si bil ity upon Israel than
just keep ing the Sab bath: “But the LORD,
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt
with great power and a stretched out arm, him
shall ye fear, and him shall ye wor ship, and to
him shall ye do sac ri fice” (2 Kings 17:36).
Keep ing the Sab bath was only the begin ning
of Israel’s rec og ni tion that God was their pro -
tect ing war rior. They were to also fear (or rev -
er ence) him, wor ship him, and sac ri fice to him. 
These added respon si bil i ties took Israel’s duties
beyond a mechan i cal weekly remem brance.

These words are also mean ing ful to a
 Christian. Israel’s deliv er ance from Egypt fore -
shad owed our deliv er ance from the bond age
of sin and death. Our deliv er ance is also
accom plished through the out stretched arm of
Jeho vah because Jesus is referred to as the arm
of Jeho vah in Isa iah’s won der ful Mes si anic
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proph ecy. The prophet rhe tor i cally asks, “To
whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?” (Isa -
iah 53:1). Part of Isa iah’s answer was that he
would be revealed through suf fer ing and death. 
The image of God’s arm had pre vi ously been
seen through mighty vic to ries over the ene mies
of his peo ple Israel. Now, for the first time, it
was to be seen through the hum ble sac ri fice of
Jesus Christ. The con trast is truly amaz ing.
When con fronted with the ene mies of God,
Jesus seemed but a frail man. How could the
might of our Cre ator be revealed through him?
That ques tion can only be answered once the
true power of God is under stood.

God could have eas ily wiped out sin and
death. He could have destroyed Satan with a
sin gle com mand. And yet such direct exer cise
of power would have also destroyed some thing
pre cious. It would have destroyed the free will
of man kind. A prin ci ple by which God gov erns 
even him self is that human beings have been
cre ated with the abil ity to choose their course in 
life, even if that course means dis obe di ence to
him. Because of this prin ci ple, we see a much
more sub tle man i fes ta tion of God’s power. His 
aim is to destroy sin and death with out destroy -
ing human ity’s free will. Pro vid ing Jesus as a
sac ri fice for sins sets in motion the plan that
will accom plish such a lofty goal. Once the ran -
som is applied, and the Medi a tor set up and
func tion ing, the righ teous train ing of the king -
dom will bear the won der ful fruitage of will ing
con se cra tion to God. The out stretched arm of
Jeho vah, as rep re sented in Jesus, will finally
gain the tremendous victory that began at the
cross.

The nat u ral result of appre ci at ing these
things should be the words spo ken by God
when he told Israel that they should rev er ence,
wor ship, and sac ri fice to him. To a believer he
has proven his wor thi ness for such a response
and we join with the psalm ist in declar ing,
“Sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath
done mar vel lous things: his right hand, and his
holy arm, hath got ten the vic tory” (Psalm
98:1).

 The image of an out stretched arm is ampli -
fied when we see the phrase, “his right hand,”
or, “a mighty hand.” As we envi sion an
ancient sol dier, we see him going into bat tle
with an out stretched arm, and in that hand a
sword or other imple ment of war. When the
hand of God is used in con nec tion with his out -

stretched arm, we see that the hand may be
refer ring spe cif i cally to the instru ment used by
God. In the case of Israel’s deliv er ance from
Egypt, the instru ment used was the plagues. In 
other bat tles it was his angelic hosts. In the
deliv er ance of man kind, it is the cru ci fied
Lord. So, in the out stretched arm and mighty
hand of Jeho vah, we see the power, and the
instru ment used by God in gaining the victory.

The Hand

In the Bible, hands gen er ally con vey a pic ture
of human action. Clean hands sug gest pure
actions (Psalm 24:3,4), bloody hands describe
sin ful actions (Isa iah 1:15). This was not lost
on Pon tius Pilate when he washed his hands,
say ing, “I am inno cent of the blood of this just 
per son” (Mat thew 27:24). He under stood
that clean hands meant inno cence, and thus
claimed to be blame less in the cru ci fix ion of
Jesus.

Hands laid upon the head was a ges ture of
despair and sor row (Jer e miah 2:37). The right 
hand was lifted up in swear ing or tak ing an
oath (Gen e sis 14:22). Lift ing up the hands
was used as an act of wor ship to God (1 Tim o -
thy 2:8). Rais ing the right hand expressed the
will of each indi vid ual as each cast his vote
in ecclesia mat ters (2 Corin thi ans 8:19, Em -
phatic Diaglott). To shake the right hand was a 
pledge of fidel ity and was con sid ered as con -
firm ing a prom ise (Ezra 10:19).

The apos tles Peter, James, and John offered 
the right hand of fel low ship to Paul and Bar -
na bas (Galatians 2:9). This hand shake was
more than a sim ple greet ing. The Greek word
for fel low ship in that verse is koinonia and con -
tains the thought of com mu nion, or shar ing
some thing in com mon. In this case these breth -
ren shared the work of spread ing the gos pel.
See ing the gifts that God had bestowed upon
Paul, the other three apos tles wanted to convey 
their sup port and bless ing on his work among
the Gen tiles. They truly felt a kin ship with
one another, so they offered their right hand of
 communion. Even today breth ren express their
heart felt unity in the bonds of Christ when they 
exchange the right hand of fel low ship.

Accord ing to Adam Clarke the orig i nal
Hebrew of 2 Chron i cles 30:8 con veys the
thought that the Isra el ites should “give the
hand” unto the LORD. God wished them to
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“yield them selves” (KJV rendering) to him in
obe di ence and sub mis sion. This goes beyond
the gen eral usage of the hand as pic tur ing the
action of an indi vid ual. God desires his peo ple
to sub mit their every action to him. What we
do in the com mon expe ri ences of life should be
done in such a way that they would be in har -
mony with the will of God. In that sense we
give him our hand, as a child would to an
adult. We see a men tal pic ture of God “hold -
ing hands” with his chil dren. They are in full
accord, walk ing hand in hand.

The Fin gers

A sim i lar thought is con veyed in the con se cra -
tion of the Aaronic priest hood. Dur ing that
ser vice the blood of the ram of con se cra tion
was placed on the right ear, the right thumb,
and the right big toe of the high priest (Levit i -
cus 8:23). Bro. Rus sell explained the blood
on the right thumb by say ing, “Our hands are
con se crated, so that what so ever our hands find 
to do, we do it with our might as unto the
Lord” (Taber na cle Shad ows, p. 45).

As we com pare the arm, hand, and fin gers
of God, we see a refine ment in the use of his
power. The arm is a gen eral pic ture of God’s
power. The hand draws atten tion to the instru -
ment used by God to exer cise his power. When 
we con sider the fin gers, we see an added re -
fine ment. When Jesus refuted the Phar i see’s
accu sa tion that he cast out dev ils by the power
of Beel ze bub, he said: “If I with the fin ger of
God cast out dev ils, no doubt the king dom of
God is come upon you” (Luke 11:20). The
Mat thew account of this same expe ri ence gives
an added insight: “But if I cast out dev ils by
the Spirit of God, then the king dom of God is
come unto you” (Mat thew 12:28). This slight
vari a tion helps us see that the fin ger of God is
sym bolic of the holy spirit. Bro. Rus sell sug -
gests that the fin ger here depicts a small por -
tion of the power con tained in the arm of God:
“So Jesus said, if I by the fin ger of God do so
and so, God is able to do more, these are lit tle
things in com par i son to God’s power” (Ques -
tion Book, p. 496). 

This under stand ing of the fin ger of God is
in accord with the words of Pha raoh’s magi -
cians. As they mar veled at the plague of lice,
they said, “This is the fin ger of God” (Exo dus
8:19). Even the ser vants of Pha raoh were able

to dis cern the spirit of God work ing a small
mir a cle which they them selves were unable to
dupli cate.

The heav ens are said to be the work of
God’s fin gers (Psalm 8:3). The finely crafted
cre ation of the uni verse required the spe cial
wis dom and genius of God. Sim i larly we are
told that the Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters (Gen e sis 1:2).

The tables of the law are described as be -
ing writ ten with the fin ger of God (Exo dus
31:18). How fit ting that with his fin ger, his
spirit, the law should be given to Israel. It was
not only a mirac u lous carv ing out of two stone
tab lets, it was also a reveal ing of God’s spirit
through each com mand and every ordi nance.
That law has been a stan dard of righ teous ness
since the time it was given.

Just as Jesus played a spe cial role in the
revealment of God’s spirit as the fin ger of God, 
so every con se crated mem ber of his body is
given a func tion in dis pens ing the holy spirit. 

In describ ing this role Bro. Rus sell says:
“Each  indi vid ual Chris tian, so to speak, is a
fin ger of the Lord; as our dear Redeemer ex -
pressed the mat ter, ‘I, as the fin ger of God, cast
out demons’ (Luke 11:20). … If we would be
used and use ful as God’s agen cies, ambas sa -
dors, we should seek to be im pulsed and guided
by him” (Reprints, p. 4357). 

This is an inter est ing anal ogy. As Jesus was
a fin ger of God, so Chris tians are called to be
used in the man i fes ta tion of the refined power
of God. We are the exten sion of his hand and
arm. This does not mean that in our day we
should expect to do mir a cles, but we should
expect that the spirit of the Lord will be man i -
fested through us in var i ous ways.

What a blessed priv i lege we have in being
part of the expres sion of God’s spirit. It is a
respon si bil ity we should not take lightly. A day 
is com ing when God’s power will be man i -
fested in great works that will rev o lu tion ize the
world. We look for ward to that time. But today 
we are to look for the small, refined expres sions 
of God’s spirit that come through the breth ren,
and that reveal them selves in the lit tle things of
life. If we learn to obey these lead ings and be -
come attuned to read ing the sub tle expres sions
of God, then we will be used as his fin gers
and be pre pared for the great man i fes ta tions to
come.
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Bal ance

Legs, Feet, and Toes
For the body is not one mem ber, but many.—1 Corin thi ans 12:14

Tim Thomassen

L
egs pro vide sup port for the body and
are used for walk ing and run ning. As
such, they serve a vi tal func tion. When

one’s leg is in jured, one feels pain and dis com -
fort, and is pre vented from do ing things that
might or di narily be done rou tinely. As a re sult, 
other parts of the body may be come af fected if
the leg is not in good work ing or der.

In the body of Christ, any indi vid ual who
pro vides sup port for other body mem bers could 
be lik ened to a leg. This sup port could come in 
many forms: words of coun sel and encour age -
ment, prayers, fel low ship, study, mate rial assis -
tance or other things.

Sup port ers help keep the body of Christ in
good spir i tual health. When this sup port is
with drawn or dimin ished, other mem bers of
the fel low ship suffer.

Paul admon ished the elders at Ephesus by
say ing: “I have shewed you all things, how that
so labour ing ye ought to sup port the weak,
and to remem ber the words of the Lord Jesus,
how he said, It is more blessed to give than to
receive” (Acts 20:35). To the Thessalonians
Paul wrote: “Now we exhort you, breth ren,
warn them that are unruly, com fort the fee ble -
minded, sup port the weak, be patient toward
all” (1 Thessalonians 5:14).

“They [the weaker] need to be pushed to
the front a lit tle, in order to bring out what tal -
ents they really pos sess, for their own encour -
age ment and for the bless ing also of the entire
house hold of faith” (Reprints, p. 3136).

From a phys i cal stand point, legs need to be
exer cised and strength ened. The famil iar say -
ing, “use it or lose it,” applies. Legs grow
stron ger with use.

Like wise, the Body of Christ is for ti fied and 
built up when its mem bers are exer cised appro -
pri ately. Some times they have to go beyond
their com fort level and be exposed to new expe -
ri ences and sit u a tions. But if this is done con -
sis tently, there is likely to be growth for the
indi vid u als as well as the group. 

Dur ing train ing and com pe ti tion, ath letes
are some times reminded of the slo gan, “no pain,
no gain.” It can some times be true in a spir i tual
sense.

With respect to dis ci pline, it is writ ten, “No
dis ci pline, for the pres ent indeed seemeth to be 
of joy, but of sor row: after wards, how ever —to
them who thereby have been well trained—it
yieldeth peace ful fruit of righ teous ness” (He -
brews 12:11, Rotherham). “[Estab lish ment in 
the faith] is gained by a grad ual steady growth
under the dis ci pline of suf fer ing” (Reprints, p.
1053).

The psalm ist writes that the LORD “tak eth
not plea sure in the legs of a man” (Psalm
147:10). What are we to under stand by these
words? Here is one suggestion:

“These [legs] are the ath lete’s glory, but
God hath no plea sure in them. Not the capac i -
ties of the crea ture, but rather its weak ness and
neces sity, win the regard of our God. Phys i cal
or mate rial great ness and power are of no ac -
count with Jeho vah; he has respect to other
and more pre cious qual i ties. Men who boast in 
fight the val our of gigan tic might, will not find
them selves the favor ites of God: though earthly 
princes may feast their eyes upon their Joabs
and their Abners, their Abishais and Asahels,
the Lord of hosts has no plea sure in mere bone
and mus cle. Sin ews and thews are of small
account, either in horses or in men, with him
who is a spirit, and delights most in spir i tual
things. The expres sion of the text may be
viewed as includ ing all crea ture power, even of
a men tal or moral kind. God does not take
plea sure in us because of our attain ments, or
poten ti al i ties: he respects char ac ter rather than
capac ity.”—Trea sury of David, Charles H.
Spurgeon.

Psalm 147 tells us of the qual i ties which the 
Lord approves. He is the one to be praised,
not the creature. The Lord’s power, con cern,
knowl edge, wis dom, under stand ing, and abil -
ity are abun dantly man i fested in this psalm.
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Our con fi dence should be in the Lord, and
not in our own strength or might. Prov erbs
3:5,6 instructs us to trust in the LORD with all 
our heart; and lean not unto our own under -
stand ing. When we acknowl edge him in all of
our ways, then we have the assur ance that he
will direct our paths. Our heart sen ti ment
should be expressed in these words: “Shew me
thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths”
(Psalm 25:4).

We are told in Prov erbs 2:20 to walk in the
way of good men and to regard the paths of the 
righ teous. One illus tra tion for our imi ta tion is
where Jesus said: “For I have given you an
exam ple, that ye should do as I have done
to you” (John 13:15). This was a les son in
humil ity based on Jesus’ wash ing the feet of his
dis ci ples. 

James called to our atten tion other wor thy
mod els when he wrote: “Take, my breth ren,
the proph ets, who have spo ken in the name of
the Lord, for an exam ple of suf fer ing afflic tion, 
and of patience” (James 5:10). Their faith,
obe di ence, patience, and endur ance were dem -
on strated in many dif fer ent ways. They serve
as noble pat terns for us to follow.

We also have this prom ise: “The LORD

God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give
grace and glory: no good thing will he with -
hold from them that walk uprightly” (Psalm
84:11). If we fol low in the paths of truth and
righ teous ness, then we know that our walk will
be approved by the Lord.

Feet

“[The foot is] the end part of the leg, con sist -
ing of the heel, arch, and toes, on which a per -
son stands. Its major func tion is loco mo tion.
The human foot can not grasp and is adapted
for run ning and strid ing (a step unique to hu -
mans that can cover great dis tances with min i -
mal energy expen di ture). Its arched struc ture
helps it sup port the body’s weight.”—Ency -
clo pe dia Bri tan nica.

“In ancient times, as in many parts of the
earth today, the feet were the main means of
trans por ta tion. Some of the com mon peo ple
went bare foot, but san dals con sist ing of lit tle
more than a sole were com monly worn. On
enter ing a house the san dals were removed. An 
essen tial, vir tu ally oblig a tory mark of hos pi tal -
ity was to wash the feet of a guest, the ser vice
being per formed either by the house holder or
by a ser vant; or at least water was pro vided for

the pur pose (Gen e sis 18:4; 24:32; 1 Sam uel
25:41; Luke 7:37,38,44).”—Aid to Bible Under -
standing, p. 591.

The book Aid to Bible Under stand ing fur -
ther says: “The words ‘foot’ and ‘feet’ are fre -
quently used to denote a per son’s incli na tion or 
the course he takes, good or bad.” Here are
some examples:

“I have refrained my feet from every evil
way, that I might keep thy word“ (Psalm
119:101).

“Pon der the path of thy feet, and let all thy
ways be estab lished” (Prov erbs 4:26).

“Their feet are swift to shed blood” (Ro -
mans 3:15).

 In the famil iar par a ble of the prod i gal son,
we read: “When he came to him self, he said,
How many hired ser vants of my father’s have
bread enough and to spare, and I per ish with
hun ger! I will arise and go to my father, and
will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and before thee” (Luke 15:17,18).
This son con sid ered his ways and lit er ally
turned his feet toward his father’s house. He
real ized that his way ward path had only in -
creased his desire for the bless ings of the home
and life he had pre vi ously expe ri enced.

It all comes down to a mat ter of choice and
deci sion. One can point his feet toward evil or
good: “For he that soweth to his flesh shall of
the flesh reap cor rup tion; but he that soweth to
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life ever last -
ing” (Galatians 6:8).

A phi los o pher has said it well: “Sow a
thought, and you reap an act; sow an act, and
you reap a habit; sow a habit, and you reap a
char ac ter; sow a char ac ter, and you reap a des -
tiny.” Prov erbs 23:7 puts it sim ply: “For as he
thinketh in his heart, so is he.”

Philippians 4:8 pro vides a Roadmap to
Life: “Finally, breth ren, what so ever things are
true, what so ever things are hon est, what so ever
things are just, what so ever things are pure,
what so ever things are lovely, what so ever things
are of good report; if there be any vir tue, and
if there be any praise, think on these things.”
The oppo sites (false hood, dis hon esty, injus -
tice, impu rity, etc.) lead to death.

We are told that “Noah walked with God”
(Gen e sis 6:9). This sug gests that he walked in 
har mony with God’s will and com mand ments.
Noah’s faith in God was man i fested in his
build ing of the ark in obe di ence to the divine
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instruc tions. Noah “lived a life of com mu nion
with God; it was his con stant care to con form
him self to the will of God, to please him, and
to approve him self to him. God looks down
upon those with an eye of favour who sin cerely
look up to him with an eye of faith” (Mat thew
Henry, Com men tary).

Noah chose the God-approved path. Paul
speaks of the life style com mon to fallen man:
“You hath he quick ened, who were dead in
tres passes and sins; wherein in time past ye
walked accord ing to the course of this world,
accord ing to the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that now worketh in the chil dren of
disobedience” (Ephe sians 2:1,2). This describes
a jour ney that is part nered by Satan and his
asso ci ates.

“God directs the ‘feet’ of his faith ful ser -
vants in the right path, fig u ra tively, show ing
them the way to go so as not to stum ble to a
spir i tual fall or be ensnared in evil, and some -
times even safe guard ing them against cap ture
by the enemy.”—Aid to Bible Under stand ing.

The Bible prom ises that God will “keep the 
feet of his saints” (1 Sam uel 2:9). Our heav -
enly Father is our pro tec tor and pre server and
has prom ised to take care of us. This thought is 
cap tured in the words of the famil iar hymn: 

“I know not what awaits me, 
God kindly veils mine eyes. 
And o’er each step of my onward way,
He makes new scenes to rise. 
And ev’ry joy he sends me comes, 
A sweet and glad sur prise. 
Where He may lead I’ll fol low, 
My trust in him repose; 
And ev’ry hour in per fect peace 
I’ll sing, he knows, he knows.”
God has also prom ised to pluck our feet out

of the net (Psalm 25:15). He has affirmed his
com mit ment to deliver us from dif fi cul ties
which might over take us if he did not lead us
out (1 Corin thi ans 10:13).

Psalm 119:105 shows a trav eler with a
lamp attached to the toe of his san dal, giv ing
light only for each step of the way. “It is not a
light like that of the moon, which reaches far
out, but merely a lit tle light at the feet of those
who are watch ing for it” (Reprints, p. 5256).
“It does not shine far into the future, but
enough for each onward step as it becomes
due” (What Pas tor Rus sell Wrote for the Over -
land Monthly, p. 203).

“Though the paths of life are dan ger ous and 
dif fi cult, yet we shall stand fast, for Jeho vah
will not per mit our feet to slide; and if he will
not suf fer it, we shall not suf fer it. If our foot
will be thus kept, we may be sure that our head
and heart will be pre served also. In the orig i nal 
the words express a wish or prayer, ‘May he
not suf fer thy foot to be moved.’ Prom ised
pres er va tion should be the sub ject of per pet ual
prayer; and we may pray believ ing; for those
who have God for their keeper shall be safe
from all the per ils of the way.”—Trea sury of
David.

We are also assured that our feet will be
guided “into the way of peace” (Luke 1:79).
The word “peace” sug gests tran quil ity and
har mony. Only the foot step fol low ers of Jesus
will find this is true in their lives.

As we look about us today, we find con flict,
tur moil, unrest, vio lence, and wars to be the
com mon state of the vast major ity of man kind.
How ever, if we con tin u ally look to the Lord for 
guid ance and direc tion, we will expe ri ence
peace in its full est sense: “These things I have
spo ken unto you, that in me ye might have
peace. In the world ye shall have trib u la tion:
but be of good cheer; I have over come the
world” (John 16:33).

There are addi tional fig u ra tive expres sions
in the Bible con cern ing the foot. These include:

“And Pha raoh said unto Joseph, I am Pha -
raoh, and with out thee shall no man lift up his
hand or foot in all the land of Egypt” (Gen e sis
41:44). This sug gests tak ing or ini ti at ing a
course of action.

“With draw thy foot from thy neigh bour’s
house; lest he be weary of thee, and so hate
thee” (Prov erbs 25:17). The Bible here ad -
vises that one should not take undue advan tage 
of another’s hos pi tal ity. A per son’s com pany
may be wel come in mod er a tion, but if it be -
comes exces sive, it could lead to the neigh bor’s
hatred. In most cases, peo ple gen er ally pre fer
having some time alone.

We are also instructed in Colossians 4:5,
“Walk in wis dom toward them that are with -
out, redeem ing the time.” “The Lord’s peo ple
… are in the midst of evil, the ten dency of
which is to absorb their energy, influ ence, and
time in things sin ful or fool ish, or at least un -
prof it able, as com pared with more weighty
inter ests which lie clos est to their hearts” (The
Atone ment Between God and Man, p. 431).
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There fore, it is very impor tant that we heed the 
apos tle's admo ni tion: “Let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so eas ily beset
us, and let us run with patience the race that is
set before us” (Hebrews 12:1).

In a lit eral sense, we depend upon our feet
to walk and run. Walk ing and run ning sug gest
action and move ment. In a spir i tual sense, we
need to be active and busy in mat ters per tain -
ing to the Lord, his truth, and his breth ren.
Like the youth ful Jesus, we, too, should be
about our “Father’s busi ness” (Luke 2:49).

God has spe cial regard for the feet of those
pro claim ing the good news of the kingdom,
call ing them “beau ti ful” (Isa iah 52:7; Romans 
10:15).

Jesus used the term “foot” fig u ra tively when
he said: “If, then, your hand or your foot is
mak ing you stum ble, cut it off and throw it
away from you”(Mat thew 18:8, New World
trans la tion). This sug gests that if some thing as
pre cious as the hand or foot is caus ing us to sin, 
or if some thing is lead ing us to sin with the
hand or foot, we should get rid of that thing
rather than to for feit integ rity and life itself.

“If the foot shall say, Because I am not the
hand, I am not of the body; is it there fore not of 
the body?” (1 Corin thi ans 12:15). In lik en ing
the church to a human body, the apos tle Paul
high lights the inter de pen dence of each body
mem ber. Each mem ber of the church has need
for all the oth ers. And with out ques tion, the
foot is an impor tant mem ber of great value in
the ser vice of the human body. 

Toes

The toes are impor tant for bal ance and direc -
tion to the body when walk ing and run ning.
We have all expe ri enced a prob lem at one
time or another with a sore toe. On such occa -
sions none of us would min i mize the impor -
tance of this small, but impor tant part of the
body.

A cus tom occa sion ally prac ticed to inca pac -
i tate a cap tured enemy was to cut off his
thumbs and big toes (see Judges 1:6,7). The
pur pose appeared to be to humil i ate the cap -
tive king and ren der him unfit for leadership.

Levit i cus 8:23,24 alludes to the instal la tion
of the priest hood in Israel. Moses took some
blood of the ram and put it on the right ear, the 
right thumb, and the right big toe of Aaron and 
each of his sons. The blood of the sac ri fice on
the prom i nent mem ber of the right foot would

seem to indi cate that the priests had to walk to
the best of their abil ity in the sac ri fi cial duties
of the priesthood.

“The true prin ci ple of sac ri fice seeks not the 
poor est and lean est part of our sac ri fice to offer
before the Lord, but the fat—the fresh est hours 
the choic est tal ents” (Reprints, p. 548). The
fol low ers of Jesus must sac ri fice “their own
com forts, pref er ences and desires, to the doing
of the divine will, to the serv ing of the breth ren
and man kind in gen eral” (Reprints, p. 5005).

Are there yet other les sons we might derive
from the fact that the toe gives bal ance to a
body? One def i ni tion of “bal ance” is “men tal
and emo tional steadi ness.” This cor re sponds
closely to one aspect of the fruit of the spirit
(“tem per ance”) which is described in Gala -
tians 5:23. Wil son’s Emphatic Diaglott and
Rotherham’s trans la tion ren der the word “self-
con trol.”

This qual ity is some thing that should be de -
vel oped in each of the Lord’s con se crated fol -
low ers. Disciplined and self-con trolled Chris -
tians add steadi ness to their own lives and can
have a calm ing effect on those with whom they
interact.

Self-con trol is a require ment for overseers of
the church: “For it is need ful that the over seer
be unaccusable, as God’s stew ard, not self-
willed, not soon angry, not given to wine, not
ready to wound, not seek ing gain by base
means, but hos pi ta ble, a lover of what is good,
sober-minded, just, kind, pos sess ing self-con -
trol” (Titus 1:7,8, Rotherham).

Toes also pro vide direc tion to a body when
walk ing. In a spir i tual sense, this could also
refer to the lead ers in the church who pro vide
guid ance and wis dom.

Legs, Feet, and Toes

The sec ond chap ter of Dan iel describes Ne -
buchadnezzar’s image, which pic tured four
uni ver sal empires. The fourth empire was pic -
tured in the legs of iron, and the feet and toes
of part iron and part clay. Most com men ta tors 
agree the fourth uni ver sal empire is Rome.
Some of these inter pre ta tions are found in the
fol low ing remarks:

“Accord ing to the Scrip tural view of the
mat ter this fourth uni ver sal empire is still rep re -
sented in the Papacy and the var i ous so-called
Chris tian gov ern ments of the world. These
have prac ticed and pros pered dur ing this long
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period of Israel’s sub jec tion and the over turned 
con di tion of God’s typ i cal king dom.”—Re -
prints, p. 4867.

“The fourth uni ver sal empire, ruled by a
suc ces sion of Roman emper ors, con trolled the
world, and it was pagan. It intended to put
down any one that might arise to chal lenge its
power. The pow er ful from time imme mo rial
have always done what ever it takes to retain
their power against any threat, real or imag -
ined. Herod, whose power was but a shadow
of Caesar’s, slew all those two years and youn -
ger in Beth le hem think ing that would erase a
pos si ble threat to his per sonal power (Mat -
thew 2:16).”—The Her ald of Christ’s King -
dom, July/August 2001, p. 27.

“The feet and toes of iron and clay mix ture
indi cated that the fourth empire, after bear ing
rule for a while, would be divided. Dan iel
explained a par tic u lar fea ture of the clos ing
period —a fea ture rep re sented by this divided
rule of the fourth king dom—stat ing that stren -
u ous efforts would be made from time to time
to unite these lesser king doms into one again,
but that these efforts would fail, because, like
the pot ter’s clay and iron of the image, they
would not weld together. This is con tained
in the words: ‘And whereas thou sawest iron
mixed with miry clay, they shall min gle them -
selves with the seed of men; but they shall not
cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed 
with clay.’ … One [inter pre ta tion] is that ‘the
clay ele ment blended with the iron in the feet
rep re sents the mix ture of church and state.’ ”
—Dan iel, The Beloved of Jeho vah, R. E.
Streeter, p. 13.

“There is another thing to be seen about
Dan iel’s proph ecy con cern ing this world’s
empires. … It is the decline of glory and even
the decline of power that this vision rep re sents.
Dan iel makes the point explic itly, show ing that 
each king dom is ‘in fe rior’ to the one before it in 
terms of its glory. That is to say, gold is the
most pre cious of met als, and since the golden
head of the statue rep re sents Bab y lon, Bab y lon 
was there fore the most glo ri ous of the four
world king doms. Sil ver is less pre cious than
gold, there fore less glo ri ous. Brass is less pre -
cious than sil ver, there fore also a step fur ther
down in splen dor. Iron, the bas est of these met -
als, is the least glo ri ous of all. Yet each of these
is pro gres sively stron ger. Sil ver is stron ger than 
gold. Brass is stron ger than sil ver. Iron is stron -

ger than brass. Dan iel stresses this, say ing,
‘Iron breaks and smashes every thing.’ The
king doms of the world seem to be trad ing mag -
nif i cence for strength, which they must do if the 
suc ceed ing empires are each to be suf fi ciently
strong to destroy their pre de ces sors. Yet, strik -
ingly, when the vision gets to the stron gest
empire of all, the Roman Empire, the dream
shows that the king dom is (or would be)
divided and in its divided state would have its
iron, strength, mixed with brit tle clay. 

“This is the oppo site of the human is tic view
of world prog ress. In its pur est form the doc -
trine of prog ress insists that prog ress must
always occur on all fronts. This is not true, of
course. There are declines as well as gains. So
mod i fied expres sions of the ‘prog ress’ phi los o -
phy argue that losses in one area (glory or mag -
nif i cence, for exam ple) are more than com pen -
sated for by gains in another area (strength or
power, to pre serve the exam ple). But even that
is an illu sion, accord ing to this chap ter. When
we go on with God, as Dan iel and his friends
did go on, we move on from strength to strength,
from vic tory to vic tory. This is real prog ress,
both per sonal and social. But apart from God
even our imag ined advances are declines.

“Is the United States not mor ally and spir i -
tu ally weaker today, though phys i cally stron -
ger, that it was a gen er a tion ago? Is not the
same thing true for most other tech ni cally ad -
vanced soci et ies?” (Dan iel, An Expositional
Com men tary, James Mont gom ery Boice, pp.
36, 37).

Sum mary

We find many ref er ences to the leg, foot, and
toe through out the Old and New Tes ta ments. 
These body parts may be discussed from a
med i cal and prac ti cal point of view or from
a more fig u ra tive and pro phetic standpoint.
 Climate, geog ra phy, his tory, cul tural tra di tions 
and other fac tors also come into play.

In any event, we know that “all scrip ture
given by inspi ra tion of God, is also prof it able
for doc trine, for reproof, for cor rec tion, for in -
struc tion which is in righ teous ness, that the
man of God may be per fect, thor oughly fur -
nished unto all good works” (2 Tim o thy 3:16,
17, RV). 

May this brief review increase our appre ci a -
tion of, con fi dence in, and devo tion to the all-
wise and all-pow er ful Cre ator, who fash ioned
us in his image (Gen e sis 1:26).
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No Clergy vs. La ity in This Body

The Body of Christ* 
And he gave some, apos tles; and some, proph ets; and some, evan ge lists; and some, pas tors
and teach ers; for the per fect ing of the saints, for the work of the min is try, for the edi fy ing of
the body of Christ.—Ephe sians 4:11,12

In the first three chap ters of Ephe sians Paul 
de tails the mar vel ous grace of God in
Christ to the church. But in the lat ter half

of the epis tle, Paul has to come down to earth,
so to speak, and admon ish the saints regard ing
their walk, which was fre quently so greatly in
con trast to the per fect stand ing afforded them
in Christ Jesus. 

There are the two view points: In the sight
of God, who calls the things that are not as
though they were, the Body of Christ is com -
plete and fully mature, whereas we see it in
pro cess of devel op ment, with mem bers in var i -
ous stages of growth in each gen er a tion, from
babes in Christ, through the young men, to the
fathers (1 John 2:13), with all such needing
ad mo ni tion and encour age ment regarding their 
walk in the en vi ron ment of this pres ent evil age.

The Gifts 

First, it should be noted that these gifts were
granted once for all, and pro vided in the per -
sons of the apos tles and proph ets, the foun da -
tion of the build ing being erected as a holy
tem ple unto the Lord (Ephe sians 2:20,21).
They form no part of the super struc ture, al -
though their teach ing and influ ence, as even tu -
ally em bod ied in what became known as our
New Tes ta ment, and the new light thereby
thrown upon the Jew ish Scrip tures (the Old
Tes ta ment), are the nour ish ment and inspi ra -
tion of the suc ceed ing gen er a tions. 

Even evan ge lists, pas tors, and teach ers in
sub se quent gen er a tions have become qual i fied
by “the fruit of the spirit” being devel oped by
study and med i ta tion upon the Word (Gala -
tians 5:22,23; 2 Tim o thy 2:15) and not as a
result of a mirac u lous gift; bear ing in mind, of
course, that “Now hath God set the mem bers
each one of them in the body even as it pleased
him” (1 Corin thi ans 12:18, ASV). 

Ephe sians 4:12 is some what mis lead ing in
the King James Bible since it implies by trans -
la tion and punc tu a tion that these orig i nal gifts
were for a three fold pur pose: 1) For the per -
fect ing of the saints, 2) For the work of the
min is try, and 3) For the edi fy ing of the Body
of Christ. If this were cor rect, we would be
 justified in ex pect ing that these gifts would be
with each indi vid ual mem ber of the church to
the end of the age.

How ever, the first occur rence of the word
“for” is a totally dif fer ent Greek word in the
orig i nal from the other two occur rences. This is 
brought out in more crit i cal trans la tions and
the punc tu a tion adjusted accord ingly. Fur ther -
more, the word trans lated “per fect ing” is more
cor rectly ren dered “fully equip ping.” Hence,
this verse should read that the orig i nal gifts
were “with a view to fully equip ping the saints,
for the[ir] work of ser vice, for the edi fy ing of
the body of Christ.” 

That the saints may be fully equipped as a
result of the labors of the orig i nal gifts, as em -
bod ied in the sacred Scrip tures, is borne out by 
Paul him self: “Every scrip ture inspired of God 
is also prof it able for teach ing, for reproof, for
cor rec tion, for instruc tion which is in righ teous -
ness, that the man of God may be com plete,
fur nished com pletely unto every good work” 
(2 Tim o thy 3:16,17, ASV). It is the mutual
ser vice of the mem bers on behalf of one another 
that the apos tle refers to and for which the saints 
are to be fully equipped.

This word needs to be care fully dis tin -
guished from three other words denot ing var i -
ous forms of ser vice. In Romans 15:16, Paul
refers to him self as a min is ter [Greek: leitour -
gos] of sacred things or as a priest on behalf of
the nations—ob vi ously a spe cial min is try; in
Hebrews 9:6, the min is try of Israel’s high
priest on behalf of the nation is referred to—a
pub lic min is try upon which the Roman hier ar -
chy is mod eled; while in Hebrews 8:1,2 our
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Lord’s min is try after his ascen sion as the true
priest is brought to our notice. From the Greek
leitourgos comes our Eng lish word “lit urgy,”
sig ni fy ing “act ing for the laity or peo ple.” The
mis ap pli ca tion of these words to the inter re la -
tion ship of the “body-mem bers” of Christ as
“clergy” and “laity” has wrought un told harm. 

The pic ture pre sented is a beau ti ful one of
per fect coop er a tion of all the mem bers under
the sole direc tion of the Head for the accom -
plish ment of a com mon pur pose. Any com -
petition, as dis tinct from emu la tion, would be
entirely out of place. How ever lowly our par tic -
u lar func tion may seem to be to us, it should be 
borne in mind: 1) that the well-being of the fel -
low-mem bers is depend ent upon our par tic u lar 
func tion being faith fully per formed; and 2) we
have our share in the bless ings accru ing from
the faith ful per for mance of those mem bers with 
more impor tant func tions, and so have cause
for grat i tude and thanksgiving, cer tainly not for 
envy. Paul expresses the goal of devel op ment
this way: “Until we all attain unto the unity of
the faith and of the knowl edge of the Son of
God—unto a full grown man—unto the mea -
sure of the stat ure of the fulness of Christ”
(Ephe sians 4:13, ASV). 

This does not mean until we all see exactly
alike in respect to every detail of doc trine. Paul 
already stated that there is one faith, among
the seven he enu mer ates (Ephe sians 4:4-6),
and the gen i tive case here sig ni fies the unity of
the mem bers which this one faith is designed to 
inspire. 

So long as in each gen er a tion there are in
the church the var i ous degrees of growth and
matu rity des ig nated by the apos tle John as “lit -
tle chil dren,” “young men,” and “fathers,” the
degree of under stand ing and of matu rity of
char ac ter must nec es sar ily vary. But in fam ily
mem bers of vary ing ages there should be, and
usu ally is, the all-per va sive sense of mutual
pos ses sion and com mon inter est; so also in this
new fam ily in Christ that God is bring ing into
being. 

Co-Work ers with God 

Pos i tive co-oper a tion on our part is required
along the lines sug gested in verse 15 of our
chap ter. “Speak ing the truth” is not the apos -
tle’s thought, but rather “being true,” which
embraces very much more than speech. God
“desireth truth in the inward parts” (Psalm
51:6), and this will then be reflected not only
in our speech but in our actions as well. We

must be essen tially true if we would suc cess -
fully with stand the wiles and strategems of the
adver sary and his dupes. And truth through -
out this pas sage is inter wo ven with love as the
atmo sphere, so to speak, in which the Body of 
Christ devel ops to matu rity. As “God is love”
(1 John 4:16), so Jesus tes ti fied of him self, “I
am … the truth” (John 14:6). He is now “the 
express image of his [the Father’s] per son”
(Hebrews 1:3) and thus love and truth con sti -
tute their very essence. Any growth on our
part into the like ness of God and of Christ,
there fore, must of neces sity be along these lines.

The increas ing knowl edge of God vouch -
safed to us today as con trasted, for instance,
with the con di tions pre vail ing through out the
Dark Ages has come to us in vain if it does
not result in an even richer fruitage of the spirit, 
in addi tion to quick ened intel lec tual appre hen -
sion of God. Thus we should “grow up into
him who is our head in all things,” fitly pro -
por tioned to his own glo ri ous perfections, and
“mak ing increase of the Body unto the build ing 
up of itself in love.”

In Ephesians 4:16, the depend ence of every 
mem ber on the head and the inter de pen dence
of all the mem bers upon each other is again
stressed. “Apart from me ye can do noth ing,”
the Mas ter said (John 15:5), but the apos tle
sub se quently could tes tify: “I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phi -
lip pians 4:13). 

Two expres sions are used by Paul to em -
pha size the “togeth er ness” of the head and all
the mem bers, trans lated in the ASV “framed
and knit together through that which every joint 
supplieth.” Here is no basis for a “clergy” class 
as dis tinct from the “laity” in the church, but
“One is your Mas ter and all ye are breth ren”
(Mat thew 23:8,10). Not all the breth ren have
iden ti cal or equal gifts and func tions, but all
are called upon to give their ut most in due
mea sure. 

What a sol emn respon si bil ity, as well as an
immea sur able priv i lege, each mem ber thus has
in shar ing in the great est cre ative work of all
time, the devel op ment of the New Cre ation.
In due time every mem ber will have been so
devel oped as to be per fectly pro por tioned to
the head. Can this indeed be pos si ble, we ask?
“When we think of self we trem ble, when we
look to God we’re strong.”

He is able!
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Unity of the
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not mean we
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of  doctrine.
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World News

 u  Re li gious
The Church of Je sus Christ of Lat ter-day Saints,
which now has more than 12 mil lion mem bers and,
thanks to the vig or ous mis sion ary tra di tion started
by Jo seph Smith him self, is one of the fast est-grow -
ing Chris tian de nom i na tions in the United States.
This Amer i can-born faith has spread to more than
160 coun tries and ter ri to ries. [An ac com pa ny ing
graphic put the in crease in the num ber of Mor mons 
from 1990 to 2004 at 354% within Ni ge ria and
192% within Ghana, the only coun tries with triple
digit in creases.]

—Newsweek, 10/17/2005

Chris tian ity is en joy ing growth on the Af ri can
 continent like few other places in the world. “As
far as we know it is a fairly unique phe nom e non,”
says Jon a than Bonk, ed i tor of the US-based In ter -
na tional Bul le tin of Mis sion ary Re search. Re li able
sta tis tics are hard to come by, but es ti mates there
were 8.7 mil lion Chris tians in Af rica in 1900, ris ing 
to 117 mil lion by 1970 and al most 389 mil lion to day.

—Fi nan cial Times, 9/13/2005

They’re some times called “acts of God” and, when
di sas ters strike, it’s not un usual for peo ple to read
a di vine pun ish ment into earth quakes, floods or
other nat u ral cat a clysms. Now, with the un re lent ing 
dev as ta tion of the last few months, a few re li gious
think ers have done the same in re sponse to the In -
dian Ocean tsu nami, Hur ri canes Ka trina and Rita,
mudslides in Gua te mala and the earth quake in
 Pakistan. They have pro claimed these events as
heav enly ret ri bu tion for sins rang ing from le gal ized 
abor tion to U.S. sup port for Is rael and the war on
Iraq.

—As so ci ated Press, 10/14/2005

An Epis co pal panel will ask the de nom i na tion’s top 
leg is la tive body to ex press re gret for the church’s
past sup port for slav ery in the United States and to
au tho rize re search about whether rep a ra tions should
be made to black Epis co pa lians. One res o lu tion
would ask the next Gen eral Con ven tion to ex press
its “most pro found re gret” that the church “lent the
in sti tu tion of slav ery its sup port and jus ti fi ca tion
based on Scrip ture” and sup ported “de facto dis -
crim i na tion” even af ter slav ery was abol ished.

—As so ci ated Press, 10/20/2005

Voice of the Mar tyrs, a min is try that pro vides sup -
port and ad vo cacy for mem bers of the per se cuted
Church around the world, is re port ing that cases of
at tacks by mil i tant Hin dus against Chris tians are on 
the rise in In dia. Re cently a group of Hindu fun -
da men tal ists at tacked a Chris tian mis sion ary com -
pound, se verely in jur ing sev eral peo ple. In the lat -
est at tack, Hindu mil i tants stormed the fa cil ity of
the Gos pel Echo ing Mis sion ary So ci ety, the larg est
in dig e nous Chris tian mis sion ary agency in east ern
In dia. Be fore that at tack, a mob of about 800 Hindu 
fun da men tal ists held the com pound un der siege for
sev eral days.

—Agape Press, 10/21/2005

 B  So cial
The worst earth quake in Pa ki stan’s his tory has
killed an es ti mated 79,000 peo ple, ac cord ing to the
lat est gov ern ment fig ures, wounded an other 77,000 
and dev as tated nearly 30,000 square ki lo me ters, as
well as leav ing at least 2.8 mil lion peo ple home -
less. In ad di tion to the enor mous hu man toll, the
earth quake and its af ter math will cost an es ti mated
US$5.2 bil lion … ac cord ing to a re port re leased
Sat ur day by the Asian De vel op ment Bank and the
World Bank. As tem per a tures drop, cases of acute
re spi ra tory dis ease among in fants and chil dren are
on the rise. The Me te o ro log i cal Of fice of Pa ki stan
has said that more rains and snow fall are ex pected
in the earth quake ar eas, caus ing ex treme dif fi culty
in reach ing sur vi vors for re lief and re ha bil i ta tion.

—En vi ron ment News Ser vice, 11/14/2005

Not since the tor ren tial floods from Trop i cal Storm
Allison, which badly dam aged the Texas Med i cal
Cen ter in 2001, has sci en tific re search been dis -
rupted on such a large scale. [When Hur ri cane Ka -
trina hit,] thou sands of lab o ra tory an i mals—many
ge net i cally en gi neered with hu man dis eases like
can cer and pains tak ingly bred and cared for—per -
ished along with vi tal tis sue sam ples thawed in
aban doned labs. Im por tant work on heart dis ease,
can cer, AIDS and a host of other ail ments may be
lost for ever to sci en tists at Tulane and Lou i si ana
State uni ver si ties’ med i cal schools in New Or leans.

—As so ci ated Press, 9/13/2005
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Along with the de struc tion of homes, neigh bor -
hoods and lives, Hur ri cane Ka trina dec i mated the
le gal sys tem of the New Or leans re gion. More than
a third of the state’s law yers have lost their of fices,
some for good. Most com puter re cords will be
saved. Many other re cords will be lost for ever.
Some lo cal court houses have been flooded, im per -
il ing a vast uni verse of files, re cords and doc u -
ments. It is an im plo sion of the le gal net work not
seen since di sas ters like the Chi cago fire of 1871 or 
the San Fran cisco earth quake of 1906

—New York Times, 9/9/2005

The out break of an avian flu pan demic that ex perts
say could come soon could re sult in any where from 
30 mil lion to 380 mil lion deaths glob ally. The
avian flu bug that’s get ting so much at ten tion is
H5N1, which has in fected 117 peo ple and killed 60
world wide the past two years—a death rate of more 
than 50 per cent. Re search shows that the H5N1 vi -
rus has sim i lar i ties to the 1918 Span ish flu, which
killed more Amer i cans than all the wars of the 20th 
cen tury. An es ti mated 50 mil lion to 100 mil lion
died world wide.

—In ves tor’s Busi ness Daily, 10/13/2005

The pro por tion of young males who have grown up 
with out fa thers has risen re lent lessly in the U.S.
The in di ca tor here is the il le git i macy ra tio—the per -
cent age of live births that oc cur to sin gle women. It 
was a mi nus cule 4 per cent in the early 1950s, and it 
has risen sub stan tially in ev ery sub se quent de cade.
The ra tio reached the 25 per cent mile stone in 1988
and the 33 per cent mile stone in 1999.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 9/29/2005

 G  Po lit i cal
From Iraq to Chechnya to China, the kid nap in dus -
try is boom ing. Ac cord ing to com pa nies that of fer
ran som in sur ance and groups that track the prob -
lem, kid nap ping gen er ates hun dreds of mil lions of
dol lars a year, en rich ing crim i nal gangs and help ing 
fuel armed in sur gen cies. In al most all cases, for
fear of en cour ag ing the prac tice, gov ern ments and
com pa nies that pay ran soms deny co op er at ing with
kid nap groups. China re ported nearly 4,000 ab duc -
tions in 2004, the first time it dis closed such data.
In Iraq, a Dutch group that’s one of the lead ing
mon i tors of the kid nap busi ness says re ported cases 
more than dou bled to about 14,500 com pared with
2001.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 9/22/2005

Armed con flicts have de clined by 40 per cent since
the end of the Cold War pri mar ily be cause the
United Na tions was able to launch peace keep ing
and con flict-pre ven tion op er a tions around the world, 

ac cord ing to a new study funded by Can ada,
 Sweden, Nor way, Swit zer land and Brit ain. The first 
Hu man Se cu rity Re port paints a sur pris ing pic ture
of war and peace in the 21st cen tury: a dra matic de -
cline in bat tle field deaths, plum met ing in stances of
geno cide, and a drop in hu man rights abuses. The
re port noted that 60 wars are still be ing fought
around the world, in clud ing se ri ous con flicts in
Iraq and Su dan’s west ern Darfur re gion. 

 —As so ci ated Press, 10/18/2005

Ad vi sors to Eng land’s Prime Min is ter Tony Blair
have rec om mended abol ish ing Ho lo caust Day be -
cause it is of fen sive to Mus lims. Since 2001, Brit -
ain has ob served an an nual day com mem o rat ing the 
slaugh ter of 6 mil lion Jews by the Na zis dur ing
World War II. But mem bers of a Blair-ap pointed
task force on Is lamic ex trem ism ar gued that the day 
should be re placed with a ge neric Geno cide Day
that hon ors vic tims of all mas sa cres.

—Lon don Daily Tele graph, 9/14/2005

Ira nian Pres i dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad de clared
Wednes day that Is rael is a “dis grace ful blot” that
should be “wiped off the map. Any body who rec -
og nizes Is rael will burn in the fire of the Is lamic
na tion’s fury,” state-run tele vi sion quoted the pres i -
dent as say ing. Ahmadinejad’s speech to thou sands
of stu dents at a “World With out Zi on ism” con fer -
ence set a hard-line for eign pol icy course sharply at 
odds with that of his mod er ate pre de ces sor, and the
United States said [his] re marks showed that Wash -
ing ton’s fears about Iran’s nuclear program were
accurate.

—Los An geles Times, 10/27/2005

�Fi nan cial
Hur ri cane Wilma roared across Florida, bring ing
new mis ery and de struc tion to a state now bat tered
by eight hur ri canes in the past 14 months. An es ti -
mated 10.2 mil lion Flo rid i ans, or 60% of the state’s 
pop u la tion, live in coun ties that were pounded by
Wilma, ac cord ing to the U.S. Cen sus Bu reau. Risk
Man age ment So lu tions, a ca tas tro phe-mod el ing
firm in New ark, Cal i for nia, pre dicted in sured losses 
of $6 bil lion to $10 bil lion. The worst-case es ti mate 
would make Wilma the third-cost li est hur ri cane in
U.S. his tory, be hind Hur ri cane Ka trina which cost
in sur ers as much as $60 bil lion when it hit the Gulf
Coast in late Au gust. 

—Wall Street Jour nal, 10/25/2005

Over the past 30 years, there has been a 15-fold in -
crease in in sured losses from cat a strophic ep i sodes
of se vere weather, ac cord ing to the Ceres in ves tor
group.

—Fi nan cial Times, 9/9/2005
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Ev ery day, an other 2,000 new cars hit the road just
in Beijing. Like a hun gry dragon snak ing through
the Chi nese cap i tal, there’s no better sym bol of
China’s in sa tia ble ap pe tite for oil. “China is now
the sec ond-larg est buyer in the world oil mar ket,”
says Chen Xing Dong, an en ergy an a lyst at BNP
Paribas. With its phe nom e nal eco nomic growth,
China is des per ate for all sources of en ergy these
days—for heavy in dus tries, for con struc tion, for
 assembly lines. There’s a mad rush to build more
hy dro elec tric dams, more nu clear power plants.

—ABC News, 9/3/2005

The world con sumes two bar rels of oil for ev ery
bar rel dis cov ered.

—Chev ron ad ver tise ment, 9/26/2005

The United States, a cred i tor coun try just 20 years
ago, now owes the rest of the world $2.5 tril lion (if
you net out U.S.-owned as sets abroad with for eign-
owned as sets in the U.S.). The U.S. in 2005 will
bor row from abroad a sum equal to 6 per cent of its
out put of goods and ser vices, more than in any year 
in the past 135 for which data are avail able.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 9/29/2005

Ven e zuela is pre par ing to take po lit i cal con trol of
pri vate banks as part of a drive to spread “rev o lu -
tion ary” gov ern ment con trol over the econ omy of
the world’s fifth-larg est ex porter. Pres i dent Hugo
Chavez wants to place two gov ern ment rep re sen ta -
tives on the in sti tu tions’ gov ern ing boards. Mr.
Chavez’s drive to in tro duce what he de scribes as
“so cial ism of the 21st cen tury” would be a new
stage in in sti tut ing his own brand of so cial ism into
Ven e zuela.

—Fi nan cial Times, 9/2/2005

The Pen sion Ben e fit Guar an tee Corp., the gov ern -
ment agency that in sures pri vate pen sions, al ready
had a $23 bil lion def i cit be fore the re cent bank rupt -
cies of Delta and North west Air lines. With out re -
form, it will cost $92 bil lion in to day’s dol lars to
keep the agency sol vent in the long term, ac cord ing 
to Douglas Elliot, pres i dent of the non par ti san Cen -
ter on Fed eral Fi nan cial In sti tu tions. If Delta and
North west ter mi nate their pen sion plans in bank -
ruptcy, the agency would have to make good on a
com bined $11.2 bil lion short fall in claims.

—In ves tor’s Busi ness Daily, 10/3/2005

A World Bank study re ports a de cline in pov erty in
the ex-com mu nist coun tries of east ern Eu rope and
cen tral Asia. Even though con di tions re main dif fi -
cult for many of the re gion’s 470 mil lion peo ple,
the num bers sur viv ing be low the pov erty level of
$2.15 a day dropped from 102 mil lion to 61 mil lion 
in 1998-2003. The bank ar gues that the sin gle most 

im por tant fac tor be hind the sig nif i cant de cline in
pov erty is the high eco nomic growth in the for mer
So viet Un ion, in clud ing Moldova, a largely ru ral
coun try wedged be tween Ro ma nia and Ukraine.

—Fi nan cial Times, 10/13/2005

 Y  Is rael
United States Pres i dent George W. Bush de clared
that the dream he shares with the Arab world of
birthing a Mus lim state on the an cient Jew ish lands
of Judea, Sa maria, and Gaza is closer to re al ity to -
day than ever be fore. He vowed to use Amer ica’s
con sid er able in flu ence to help “re al ize [that] shared 
vi sion.” Speak ing at a joint press con fer ence in
Wash ing ton, Bush heaped praise on vis it ing Pal -
es tine Lib er a tion Or ga ni za tion chief Mahmoud
Abbas (Abu Mazen), de spite the lat ter’s re fusal to
honor his pri mary peace com mit ment to dis arm and 
dis man tle anti-Jew ish Pal es tin ian ter ror ist or ga ni za -
tions. For Is rael he had a warn ing: You will be
“held to ac count” for any ac tions that hin der Wash -
ing ton’s “peace” ef forts and bur den the lives of the
Pal es tin ian Arabs.

—Je ru sa lem Newswire
www.jnewswire.com, 10/20/2005

Doz ens of evan gel i cal Chris tians from the United
States, Eu rope and Asia toured Jew ish set tle ments
in the West Bank, tak ing time out from their or ga -
nized pil grim age to the Holy Land to show their
sup port for the Is raeli set tlers. Many of the evan -
gel i cal Chris tians are fer vent Zi on ists who be lieve
Jews are the cho sen peo ple and their re turn to the
bib li cal Land of Is rael will speed the Sec ond Com -
ing of Christ. Evan gel i cal groups have con trib uted
mil lions of dol lars to Is rael in re cent years.

—As so ci ated Press, 10/24/2005

A First-Tem ple pe riod seal has been dis cov ered
amidst piles of rub ble from Je ru sa lem’s Tem ple
Mount, an Is raeli ar chae ol o gist said, in what could
prove to be an his toric find. The 2,600 year old
 artifact, with three lines in an cient He brew, was
found amidst thou sands of tons of rub ble dis carded
by Wakf of fi cials at city gar bage dumps six years
ago, fol low ing the Is lamic Trust’s uni lat eral con -
struc tion of a mosque at an un der ground com pound 
of the Tem ple Mount known as the Sol o mon’s
 Stables. Mean while, in a sep a rate ma jor ar chae o -
log i cal de vel op ment in Je ru sa lem, a Jew ish rit ual
bath, or mikveh, dat ing back to the Sec ond Tem ple
pe riod, and a First Tem ple Wall have been found in 
an  underground cham ber ad ja cent to the West ern
Wall tun nels.

—Je ru sa lem Post, 9/27/2005
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The gov ern ment of Prime Min is ter Ariel Sharon
has been ex am in ing plans for a multi-stage uni lat -
eral with drawal from as much as 90% of the West
Bank. Of fi cials said the De fense Min is try and mil i -
tary have been re view ing a range of op tions for
uni lat eral with drawal in the West Bank by 2007.
They said the Na tional Se cu rity Coun cil has drafted 
op tions for the re moval of be tween 10,000 and
100,000 Jews from the area. “Only uni lat eral [with -
drawal] can work in this era,” Brig. Gen. Eyval
Giladi, a se nior ad viser to Sharon, said. Of fi cials
said any uni lat eral with drawal plan would be fa cil i -
tated by the con struc tion of the se cu rity wall and
fence in the West Bank.

—The Mid dle East News Line, 10/16/2005

Rus sian of fi cers are in Is rael train ing the po lice
force of the Pal es tin ian Au thor ity (PA). The Rus -
sians have re fused to give de tails of the num ber of
in struc tors or the length of the train ing pe riod. Rus -
sian De fense Min is ter Sergei Ivanov has re ported
that the of fi cers are “re struc tur ing” the PA forces.
This is the first time Rus sia has sent of fi cers into
Is rael to train PA po lice men, even though de fense
links have ex isted be tween Rus sia and the PA since 
the lat ter was first es tab lished. In an of fi cial state -
ment, Ivanov con firmed that rep re sen ta tives of the
Rus sian for eign and de fense min is tries are “help ing 
to train Pal es tin ian po lice forces, due to de te ri o ra -
tion in these forces’ pow ers since the in ti fa da.”

—Arutz 7,10/20/2005

The Pal es tin ian Au thor ity (PA) is en gag ing in in -
sti tu tion al ized back ing of anti-Jew ish ter ror ism by
 financially sup port ing ter ror ists im pris oned in
 Israeli jails. PA Min is ter for Pris oner Af fairs, Sufa -
yan Abu Zayda, re vealed data show ing his of fice
re ceives an of fi cial bud get of some US$50 mil lion
per year to sup port jailed Pal es tin ian ter ror ists, Is -
rael’s News First Class re ported. From those funds, 
each pris oner re ceives a monthly “sal ary” of 1,200-
4,500 she kels, full le gal and med i cal cov er age, and
funds to com plete a uni ver sity de gree. In ad di tion,
each pris oner that is re leased by Is rael re ceives a
“sal ary” for six months, un til he or she can se cure
em ploy ment. The fi nances are made avail able to
ev ery pris oner, re gard less of which ter ror ist or ga ni -
za tion they be long to and what their crimes against
the Jew ish peo ple con sisted of. The PA re ceives
hun dreds of mil lions of dol lars in aid ev ery year
from the United States and Eu rope for the day-to-
day run ning of its gov ern ment.

—Bridges for Peace, 9/6/2005

Book Re view

The Da vid Story. A trans la tion with com men tary of
1 and 2 Sam uel. Rob ert Al ter, W.W. Norton &
Com pany, New York, 1999. 392 pages.

King Da vid is ar gu ably one of the most fas ci nat ing
char ac ters in the Jew ish Tes ta ment. Per haps it is
be cause we can iden tify with his weak nesses yet
ad mire his loy alty to God and God’s love for him.
Sel dom, how ever, do we read the story of Da vid
as a stand-alone book. Al ter is a Pro fes sor of He -
brew and Com par a tive Lit er a ture at the Uni ver sity
of Cal i for nia, Berke ley. His first book was a highly 
praised trans la tion of Gen e sis, which most re cently
was in cor po rated into a new trans la tion of the en -
tire five books of Mo ses. That trans la tion is es pe -
cially in ter est ing for Bi ble Stu dents be cause of Al -
ter’s highly dif fer ent and de scrip tive trans la tion of
Gen e sis 1. For ex am ple, rather than God’s spirit
(He brew: ruach) mov ing over the wa ter, he says
“God’s breath hov er ing over the wa ters” along
with these words of com men tary: “The verb at -
tached to God’s breath-wind-spirit else where
 describes an ea gle flut ter ing over its young so it
might have a con no ta tion of par tu ri tion or nur ture
as well as rapid back-and-forth move ment.” What
an apt de scrip tion of God’s prep a ra tion of the earth
for man!

By giv ing us this trans la tion as a stand-alone
story, Al ter helps us see the es sence of Da vid’s
trans for ma tion from young man to king and then to 
fail ing fa ther. Read ing the trans la tion as a novel
with ex ten sive foot notes brings the en tire story of
Da vid to life in a way not known be fore. I es pe -
cially liked the sec tion “Cast of Char ac ters” in
which he gives us all of the peo ple found in Da -
vid’s life. His ex ten sive foot notes on his tory and
cul ture are an ex cel lent sup ple ment for per sonal
study. His trans la tion—he did not re view other
trans la tions but cre ated an en tirely new one—de -
tails the mean ings be hind cer tain words and
phrases and the dif fi culty of ren der ing cer tain
thoughts from He brew into Eng lish in an ob jec tive
way, gen er ally not done in other trans la tions which 
seem to in ter pret the He brew with a theo log i cal
bias. In this trans la tion Da vid comes alive in all his 
color and complexity.

—Len Griehs

News & Views is ed ited by Len Griehs. Items of in ter est may be sent to him at
1425  Lachman Lane, Pa cific Pal i sades CA 90272, or via e-mail (Griehs@comcast.net) .
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Jan. 29—Los An geles CA. 
Au di to rium, 406 Irving Dr., Bur -
bank. Rus sell Wojcik 818.982.7253.
� rnjwojcik@aol.com

Feb. 17-19—Sac ra mento CA.
The Clar ion Ho tel, 2600 Au burn
Blvd., Sac ra mento CA. 
Donna Burke 530.265.8252
� bdburke@cwo.com

Feb. 26—Rockland NY.
Com fort Inn, 425 E. Route 59,
Nanuet NY. 
Dawn Shallieu 908.756.4954.
� DShallieu@aol.com

Mar. 4-6—Florida Con ven tion
Clar ion Ho tel, 3835 Mc Coy Rd.,
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� goodmanrc@earthlink.net
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May 26-29—Los An geles CA.
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� rnjwojcik@aol.com

May 27-29—Chi cago IL.
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Roberta Tabac 630.231.1874. 
� rctabac@flash.net

July 15-20—Gen eral Con ven tion 
Univ. of Pitts burgh, Johnstown PA. 
Mi chael Nekora 310.454.5248.  
� nekora@aol.com

Aug. 6-11—In ter na tional Conv. 
Nowy Sacz, Po land. Tom Mach -
acek 219.662.8107 (Int’l. Youth
sem i nar fol lows in Baia Mare,
Ro ma nia, Aug. 14-18.)
� tommach@aol.com
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