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 Ed i to rial Com mit tee
This jour nal is su per vised by an
 editorial com mit tee of five, at least
three of whom have ap proved for
pub li ca tion each ar ti cle ap pear ing
in these col umns. While re spon si ble
for ar ti cles pub lished, the com mit tee 
does not en dorse ev ery ex pres sion
herein. The pres ent ed i tors are: Carl
Hagen sick, Homer Montague, Mi -
chael Nekora, James Par kin son, and
Da vid Rice.
   The com mit tee and the di rec tors
agree that the jour nal’s value to its
read ers is de pend ent upon contrib -
utors be ing free to pres ent their
thoughts, pro vided such are gen er -
ally in har mony with our char tered
char ac ter and pur pose for the dis -
sem i na tion of Bi ble truths. An nual
sub scrip tion price is $5.00. This
jour nal will be sup plied free upon
writ ten re quest.

To Us the Scrip tures Clearly Teach
w That the Church is the “tem ple of the liv ing God”—pe cu liarly “his work man -

ship”; that its con struc tion has been in prog ress through out the Gos pel age —ever
since Christ be came the world’s Re deemer and the chief “cor ner stone” of this
tem ple, through which, when fin ished, God’s bless ings shall come “to all peo ple”
and they find ac cess to him (1 Co rin thi ans 3:16,17; Ephe sians 2:20-22; Gen e sis
28:14; Galatians 3:29).

w That mean time the chis el ing, shap ing, and pol ish ing of con se crated be liev ers in
Christ’s atone ment for sin pro gresses and when the last of these “liv ing stones,”
“elect and pre cious,” shall have been made ready, the great Mas ter Work man will
bring all to gether in the first res ur rec tion; and the tem ple shall be filled with his
glory and be the meet ing place be tween God and men through out the Mil len nium
(1 Pe ter 2:4-9; Rev e la tion 15:5-8).

w That the ba sis of hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact that “Je sus
Christ by the grace of God tasted death for ev ery man,” “a ran som for all,” and
will be “the true light which lighteth ev ery man that com eth into the world” “in due 
time” (He brews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim o thy 2:5,6).

w That the hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,”
be “a par taker of the di vine na ture,” and share his glory as his joint-heir (1 John
3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Pe ter 1:4).

w That the pres ent mis sion of the Church is the per fect ing of the saints for the fu ture
work of ser vice; to de velop in her self ev ery grace; to be God’s wit ness to the world;
and to pre pare to be kings and priests in the next age (Ephe sians 4:12; Mat thew
24:14; Rev e la tion 1:6, 20:6).

w That the hope for the world lies in the bless ings of knowl edge and op por tu nity to
be brought to all by Christ’s mil len nial king dom—the res ti tu tion of all that was lost 
in Adam, to all the will ing and obe di ent, at the hands of their Re deemer and his
glo ri fied church—when all the will fully wicked will be de stroyed (Acts 3:19-23;
Isa iah 35).

This Jour nal and Its Mis sion
Char tered in 1918, the Pas to ral Bible Insti tute, Inc. was formed for the pro mo tion
of Chris tian knowl edge. Its jour nal, The Her ald of Christ’s King dom, stands
firmly for the defense of the only true foun da tion of the Chris tian’s hope now being
so gen er ally repu di ated—redemp tion through the pre cious blood (1 Peter 1:19) of 
“the man Christ Jesus, who gave him self a ran som [a cor re spond ing price, a sub sti -
tute] for all” (1 Tim o thy 2:6). Build ing upon this sure foun da tion the gold, sil ver,
and pre cious stones of the Word of God (1 Corin thi ans 3:11-15; 2 Peter 1:5-11), 
its fur ther mis sion is “to make all see what is the fel low ship of the mys tery, which
… has been hid in God … to the intent that now … might be [made] known by
the church the man i fold wis dom of God”—“which in other ages was not made
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed” (Ephe sians 3:5-10).

It stands free from all par ties, sects, and creeds of men, while it seeks more and
more to bring its every utter ance into full est sub jec tion to the will of God in Christ,
as expressed in the holy Scrip tures. It is thus free to declare boldly what so ever the 
Lord hath spo ken—accord ing to the Divine wis dom granted unto us to under -
stand. Its atti tude is not dog matic, but con fi dent; for we know whereof we affirm,
tread ing with implicit faith upon the sure prom ises of God. It is held as a trust to be
used in his ser vice; hence our deci sions rel a tive to what may or may not appear in its
col umns must be accord ing to our judg ment of his good plea sure, the teach ing of his
Word, for the upbuilding of his peo ple in grace and knowl edge. We not only invite,
we urge our read ers to prove all its utter ances by the infal li ble Word, to which ref er -
ence is con stantly made to facil i tate such test ing.
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Jesus

In the Beginning
Christ our pass over is sac ri ficed for us.—1 Corin thi ans 5:7

Tues day, April 11, is the date for the
Me mo rial this year. It is ap pro pri ate
that all the Lord’s breth ren com mem o -

rate his death as he him self re quested when, at
his last sup per, he took the cup and said, “This 
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re mem brance of
me” (1 Co rin thi ans 11:25).

While it is espe cially a time for con sid er ing
his death and the mean ing of that sac ri fice, it is 
also appro pri ate to review Jesus’ entire life. It
began at the begin ning of time since he was the
first cre ated being. It stretches into the future
to all eter nity. Look ing at what we are told
about him, we see he has had many roles. This
issue of The Her ald looks at just a few of the
parts he has played in God’s great plan of the
ages.

The First born of Every Crea ture exam ines
the dif fer ent func tions of Christ as the Logos in 
the long period from his cre ation to his com ing
to earth as a man. We see him as an assis tant
in the cre ation pro cess, a mes sen ger from Jeho -
vah, and as Michael, the great angelic gen eral
who defends his cho sen peo ple of Israel.

His human life affected many peo ple in dif -
fer ent ways. Per spec tives of a Mirac u lous Birth 
looks at how his birth was viewed by King
Herod, the shep herds, the Magi, Joseph, and
Mary. The next two arti cles review two of his
activ i ties dur ing his three-and-a-half year min -
is try: A Man Approved by Mir a cles and as a
mas ter teacher in Two Les sons from the Mas ter.

The most impor tant fea ture of his earthly
min is try was to offer his life as an off set for
Adam and the pen alty of death that sin in -
flicted upon the entire human race. It is this
death that Chris tians memo ri al ize every year
and is con sid ered in the trea tise My Strength
and My Redeemer.

Jesus’ death on the cross did not bring an
end to his activ i ties to uplift the human race
from sin to an eter nal life of per fec tion in a per -
fect envi ron ment. First he calls out a spe cial
peo ple to be his bride, the church. Because
they inher ited sin as descen dants of Adam and 
Eve, How Jesus Com forts describes his role as

advo cate before the Father. Then, in his king -
dom, he will assume yet another office for the
world described in Jesus, the Medi a tor of the
New Cov e nant.

May this brief review of the life and min is -
try of God’s only-begot ten son, our Lord and
our Redeemer, en hance our med i ta tions at this 
spe cial time of the year.
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The Lo gos

The Firstborn of Every Creature
Who is the image of the invis i ble God, the first born of every crea ture.—Colossians 1:15

Carl Hagensick

Je sus is “the first born from the dead”
(Colossians 1:18) af ter whom all who have 
died will be raised to life. He died once for

all, and there fore is to be pre em i nent among
all: the faith ful church of the pres ent Gos pel
age, and the whole rest of the world in the
thou sand-year king dom of Christ.

As the orig i nal cre ation of Jeho vah, Jesus is
“the first born of every crea ture” and at his res -
ur rec tion he became “the first born from the
dead.”  It is in the first of these senses that he is 
referred to by the evan ge list: “In the begin ning
was the Word, and the Word was with God
[Greek: ho theos, the God], and the Word
was God [theos with out the arti cle ho]” (John
1:1).

The usage of the def i nite arti cle in this verse
is sig nif i cant. Wil liam Barclay, an emi nent Scot -
tish scholar, makes this obser va tion: “Finally
John says that the word was God. This is a dif -
fi cult say ing to under stand, and it is dif fi cult
because Greek, in which John wrote, had a dif -
fer ent way of express ing things from the way it
is done in Eng lish. When Greek uses a noun it
almost always uses the def i nite arti cle with it.
The Greek for God is theos (2316) and the
def i nite arti cle is ho (3588). When the Greek
speaks about God, it does not sim ply say theos
(2316), it says ho theos (3588, 2316). Now
when Greek does not use the def i nite arti cle
with a noun, that noun becomes much more
like an adjec tive. John did not say that the
Word was ho theos (3588, 2316); that would
have been to say that the word was iden ti cal
with God. He said that the word was theos
(2316)—with out the def i nite arti cle—which
means that the word was, we might say, of the
very same char ac ter and qual ity and essence
and being as God. When John said the word
was God, he was not say ing that Jesus was

iden ti cal with God; he was say ing that Jesus
was so per fectly the same as God in mind, in
heart, in being that in him we per fectly see
what God is like.”

Sim i larly, the Jew ish phi los o pher Philo (20
B.C. to 50 A.D.), in his De Somnis, describes
the Word as being “the rev e la tor of God,
 symbolized in Scrip tures as being the angel of
Jeho vah.” The early Chris tian, Origen, fre -
quently defines the Logos [Word] as an inter -
me di ary between God and the crea ture. The
Greek word logos as applied to Christ appears
only in the first verse of both the Gos pel of
John and John’s first epis tle, and in Rev e la tion
19:13.1

It is in this role as rep re sen ta tive of Jeho vah
that we see the Logos in the Old Tes ta ment.
This is the func tion of God’s word as described
in Isa iah 55:11, “So shall my word be that
goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accom plish that
which I please, and it shall pros per in the thing
whereto I sent it.”

The Lo gos in Cre ation

“By the word of the LORD were the heav ens
made; and all the host of them by the breath
of his mouth” (Psalm 33:6). The account of
the work of the cre ative days begins in Gen e -
sis: “And God said, Let there be light: and
there was light” (Gen e sis 1:3). The mov ing
force is in the phrase “and God said.” These
words appear nine times in the cre ation nar ra -
tive. The com men ta tor John Gill observes:
“Per haps the divine Per son speak ing here is
the Logos or Word of God, which was in the
begin ning with God, and was God, and who
him self is the light that light ens every crea -
ture.”

4 The Her ald of Christ’s King dom

1. The “Word” in 1 John 5:7 was not added to the Greek text until the Ref or ma tion, and so does not qual ify. 
Just as the orig i nal read ing of John 1:18 says, “No one has seen God at any time; the only begot ten God
who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him” (NASB) there is an impli ca tion that John 1:1 is 
talk ing about two dis tinct beings. How ever, they are in com plete har mony.



Through out the cre ative account in Gen e -
sis, the word trans lated “God” is the Hebrew
elohim, a plu ral word. In the Hebrew there are
two uses of the plu ral: the plu ral of num ber and 
the plu ral of inten sity, also known as the plu ral
of maj esty. While there is some debate as to
which is meant in the open ing chap ter of Gen e -
sis, the use of the plu ral pro noun in Gen e sis
1:26 sug gests that the plu ral of num ber is
intended. This strongly implies what is implic -
itly stated by Paul: “For by him were all things
cre ated, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, vis i ble and invis i ble, whether they be
thrones, or domin ions, or prin ci pal i ties, or
pow ers: all things were cre ated by him, and for
him: and he is before all things, and by him all
things con sist” (Colossians 1:16,17; cf. John
1:3).

The Wis dom of God

In a related con cept, Christ is called “the
 wisdom of God”: “But unto them which are
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God, and the wis dom of God. …
But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God
is made unto us wis dom, and righ teous ness,
and sanc ti fi ca tion, and redemp tion” (1 Corin -
thi ans 1:24,30). Luke writes, “There fore also 
said the wis dom of God, I will send them
proph ets and apos tles, and some of them they
shall slay and per se cute” (Luke 11:49). It is
on the basis of texts such as these that many
iden tify wis dom, as depicted in the eighth
chap ter of Prov erbs, as a per son i fi ca tion of
Christ as the Logos.

In Prov erbs we find a detailed descrip tion of 
the Logos in his cre ative work: “The LORD

pos sessed me in the begin ning of his way,
before his works of old. I was set up from ever -
last ing, from the begin ning, or ever the earth
was. When there were no depths, I was
brought forth; when there were no foun tains
abound ing with water. Before the moun tains
were set tled, before the hills was I brought
forth: while as yet he had not made the earth,
nor the fields, nor the high est part of the dust of 
the world. When he pre pared the heav ens, I
was there: when he set a com pass upon the face 
of the depth: when he estab lished the clouds
above: when he strength ened the foun tains of
the deep: when he gave to the sea his decree,
that the waters should not pass his com mand -
ment: when he appointed the foun da tions of
the earth: then I was by him, as one brought up 

with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoic ing
always before him; rejoic ing in the hab it able
part of his earth; and my delights were with the 
sons of men.”—Prov erbs 8:22-31

Pro fes sor Strong defines the Hebrew word
qanah (#7069), trans lated “pos sessed” in the
King James, as mean ing “to erect, i.e., cre ate”
and is trans lated either “cre ated” or “made” in 
a num ber of places. These verses describe his
ori gin as the first cre ation of Jeho vah; in fact,
his only direct cre ation for all else was
made by the son of God, the Logos.

The Hebrew word amown (Strong’s 525),
trans lated “one brought up [with him]” in
Prov erbs 8:30 is defined by Brown, Driver
and Riggs as being a skilled or mas ter work -
man. This aptly dem on strates the rela tion ship
between the Father and the Son in the cre ative
pro cess: that of a mas ter work man car ry ing out
the plans of the Divine Archi tect. In the same
verse we see that he was “by him,” a posi tion
reit er ated in John 1:1 where he is said to be
“with God.”

The An gel of Je ho vah

Another role of the Logos in Old Tes ta ment
times was as an angelic mes sen ger for Jeho vah. 
In these instances we par tic u larly see him as
the Father’s rep re sen ta tive. Some expos i tors
link the expres sion “the word of the LORD”
in Gen e sis 15:1,4 with the Logos (“Word”)
of John 1:1. This is sug ges tive of the thought
that the mes sage of the Abrahamic prom ise
may have been deliv ered by Jesus in his role as 
the Logos, or rep re sen ta tive, of Jeho vah.

Other sim i lar occur rences imply this same
rela tion ship of the Father with the Son. In
Gen e sis 18:1 when Jeho vah appears to Abra -
ham, he is called adonai in verse 3 and it is
widely assumed to be the Logos. In Exo dus
3:1-14 when God says to Moses that his name
is “I AM THAT I AM” it is stated expressly in
the sec ond verse that the speaker is the “angel
of the LORD,” the angel merely being rep re -
sen ta tive of Jeho vah.

Of Gen e sis 3:8 where we read of “the voice
of the LORD God walk ing in the gar den” to
speak with Adam and Eve, Pas tor Rus sell
writes: “We sup pose that it refers to our Lord
Jesus in his pre-human con di tion. The Logos
was a god. The Logos, Word, Voice of God,
com mu ni cated with man as the rep re sen ta tive
of God” (What Pas tor Rus sell Said, p. 361).
John Gill (1697-1771) wrote that “the voice
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of the Son of God, the eter nal Word, is here
meant.”

When an angel appeared to Manoah an -
nounc ing the birth of his son Sam son, he is
asked his name. He answered: “Where fore ask -
est thou after my name, see ing it is won der -
ful?” (Judges 13:18, ASV). The name “won -
der ful” is ascribed pro phet i cally to Christ in
Isa iah 9:6.

Mi chael
Another Old Tes ta ment role for the Logos is
as the arch an gel Michael, a name appear ing
three times at the end of the pro phetic book
of Dan iel when Dan iel inquires as to when
the Isra el ites would be restored to the posi tion
God desired for them.

In Dan iel 10:21 he is referred to as Dan iel’s 
“prince.”1 In Dan iel 12:1 he is called “the
great prince which standeth for the chil dren of
thy peo ple.” Dan iel’s peo ple were the Isra el -
ites. Thus we see the Logos is the guard ian
angel Michael watch ing over the inter ests of
Israel.

From Dan iel 10:13 we notice that he is
called “one of the chief princes,” imply ing that
more than one angel bears this title. Because
he was called the great prince in Dan iel 12:1,
it appears that of all who bear that title, he is
the great est of them. Jew ish tra di tion lists seven 
with that appellative: Michael, Gabriel, Uriel,
Raphael, Raguel, Sariel, and Luci fer. The
Bible names only Michael, Gabriel, and Luci -
fer.

This shows a note wor thy con trast. Of Luci -
fer it is writ ten: “Thou hast been in Eden the
gar den of God; every pre cious stone was thy
cov er ing, the sar di us, topaz, and the dia mond,
the beryl, the onyx, and the jas per, the sap -
phire, the emer ald, and the car bun cle, and
gold: the work man ship of thy tab rets and of thy 
pipes was pre pared in thee in the day that thou 
wast cre ated. Thou art the anointed cherub
that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast
upon the holy moun tain of God; thou hast
walked up and down in the midst of the stones
of fire.”—Ezekiel 28:13,14

Luci fer was charged with pro tect ing the
orig i nal pair in Eden’s gar den, but he usurped
power over them through decep tion. Michael,
the Logos, charged with the guard ian ship of

the nation of Israel, yielded his own life on their 
behalf and on behalf of the entire human race
as well. Com par ing the words “great prince”
in Dan iel 12:1 with “chief ruler” in 1 Chron i -
cles 5:2 sug gests that Michael is the same as
Jesus, the descen dent of Judah: “For Judah
pre vailed above his breth ren, and of him came
the chief ruler; but the birth right was
Joseph’s” (1 Chron i cles 5:2).

The Mes sen ger of the Cov e nant
The Logos is last men tioned in the Old Tes -
ta ment in Malachi 3:1, “Behold, I will send
my mes sen ger, and he shall pre pare the way
before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall
sud denly come to his tem ple, even the mes sen -
ger of the cov e nant, whom ye delight in:
behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of
hosts.”

Two mes sen gers are men tioned. The first is
John the Bap tist who pre pared the way for
Jesus Christ by boldly preach ing a mes sage of
repen tance and by iden ti fy ing the Mes siah as
“there standeth one among you, whom ye know 
not”; and by point ing to Jesus and say ing, “Be -
hold, the Lamb of God” (John 1:26,29,36).

When Jesus was only eight days old he was
blessed with Isa iah’s proph ecy: “I the LORD

have called thee in righ teous ness … and will
keep thee, and give thee for a cov e nant of the
peo ple, for a light of the Gen tiles” (Isa iah 42:6;
Luke 2:32).

As Jeho vah’s mes sen ger at his first advent,
Jesus announced the replace ment of the Jew ish
Law Cov e nant with a cov e nant of grace through
the gos pel. At his sec ond advent, he con tin ues
this mis sion by re-estab lish ing a new law cov e -
nant insti tuted under a better medi a tor, thus
pro vid ing better results through estab lish ing an 
edu ca tional pro gram, a high way that leads to
holi ness (Isa iah 35:8), result ing in per fect ing
all human ity so they can be justly held account -
able for their obe di ence to God’s per fect law.

This text again stresses the sub or di na tion of
the Son to the Father, because, as the mes sen -
ger of Jeho vah and his cov e nant, he claimed no
greater honor than to be the Father’s agent and 
rep re sen ta tive, roles well defined by the title
Logos. How grand it will be when this mes sen -
ger com pletes, as medi a tor, the cov e nant that
he pro claimed!

6 The Her ald of Christ’s King dom
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1. The Hebrew word sar implies espe cially a mil i tary prince, whether on the defen sive or the offen sive.



Na tiv ity

Perspectives of a 
Miraculous Birth
But thou, Beth le hem Ephratah, though thou be lit tle among the thou sands of Judah, yet out 
of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from ever last ing.—Micah 5:2

Tom Ruggirello

When the Magi from the East vis ited
King Herod, he was dis turbed to
hear that a “king of the Jews” had

been born. He called to gether the chief priests
and teach ers of the law and asked where the
Christ was to be born (Mat thew 2:4). When
told that the prophet Mi cah (Mi cah 5:2) had
pre dicted Beth le hem as the birth place, he
made an un imag in ably atro cious de ci sion. 

What to oth ers was a cause of rejoic ing and
cel e bra tion was to this man a moti va tion to
mur der. Any per ceived threat to his power
must be neu tral ized. His cow ardly com mand
was that all the male chil dren in the vicin ity
of Beth le hem, two years of age and youn ger,
should be killed. It is almost incon ceiv able that
such a sweep ing decree should be made when
the intent was to remove the threat of a sin gle
child. 

This insan ity was to bring such anguish of
heart to that small com mu nity that Mat thew
cited the words of Jer e miah as being pro phetic
of the bereave ment that took place: “Lam en ta -
tion and bit ter weep ing. Rachel is weep ing for
her chil dren; she refuses to be com forted for
her chil dren, because they are no more” (Jer e -
miah 31:15, NASB). How sad to think that the 
joy ous birth of our great sav ior was accom pa -
nied with such poi gnant grief. 

It is clear that many per ceived the mirac u -
lous birth of our Lord dif fer ently. Herod’s evil
per cep tion must have reflected the views of
Satan him self. But there are other more noble
exam ples.

The An gels

Our exam i na tion of the birth of Jesus often
focuses on the peo ple who became involved in
that mar vel ous event. But what many human
observ ers believed was the begin ning of life for 

the baby Jesus, the angels must have per ceived 
quite dif fer ently. One of the titles of Jesus is
Michael the Arch an gel. As chief of all angels
Jesus was one of their com pany. In many Old
Tes ta ment expe ri ences where the angelic army 
of the Lord fought for Israel, or deliv ered
them in some way, it was Jesus and the angels
work ing together to accom plish God’s will.
We see exam ples even amongst men where
there is an insep a ra ble union formed between
a good gen eral and his fight ing men. David
had such loy alty from his troops. Who can
doubt that Jesus com manded such devo tion
from the angelic hosts? There must have been
a won der ful meld ing of pur pose and work be -
tween Jesus and the angels. The angels knew
of his involve ment in cre ation as the “crafts -
man” of God (Prov erbs 8:30, NIV). They
saw how he was God’s “daily delight,” and
how he rejoiced to be in the pres ence of God.
They observed the unique bond that existed
between Father and Son. 

It was the angel Gabriel whom God called
upon to announce the birth of Jesus. Gabriel
had been used cen tu ries ear lier to relate the
proph ecy of the sev enty weeks to Dan iel (Dan -
iel 9:21-27). Among other things, that proph -
ecy pre dicted the year of Jesus’ first advent.
As the Logos, Jesus had been the usual mes -
sen ger of God. The use of Gabriel, how ever,
may sug gest God’s sen ti ment that it was inap -
pro pri ate for Jesus to fore tell of his own min is -
try. Heavenly decorum chose Gabriel to pres -
ent Dan iel’s  historic proph ecy, as well as the
later birth announce ments.

As Gabriel explained to Mary that her son
would be called the “Son of the High est” he
would have known how that state ment fit into
the full con text of his pre-human exis tence.
This was not to be a new posi tion for Jesus. It
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was merely a state ment that man kind would
some day come to rec og nize him as the very son 
of God. 

Gabriel was given great insight into the work
that Jesus was to accom plish. He explained to
Mary that God would give him the throne of
David and that his king dom would have no
end (Luke 1:32,33). Clearly the angelic view
of the nativ ity was deeper than any human
mind could ini tially fathom. The angels under -
stood the great divide that had come between
God and man kind and they knew that Jesus
was sent to heal that breach. The apos tle Paul
said that the whole fam ily of God in heaven
and earth derives its exis tence from him (Ephe -
sians 3:15). God did not cre ate a divided
 family, or mul ti ple fam i lies. Heaven and earth
were meant to be one, and the nativ ity was to
begin the pro cess of restor ing every thing to that 
orig i nal pur pose.

An angel, likely Gabriel once again, ex -
plained to the shep herds that the birth of Jesus
would bring “good tid ings of great joy, which
shall be to all peo ple” (Luke 2:10). Yes, great
joy to all peo ple, but great joy to the angels as
well. They wanted the human fam ily mor ally
reunited with the heav enly fam ily of God. Jesus 
made a brief allu sion to these angelic emo tions
when he said that there is great joy in heaven
over one sin ner that repents (Luke 15:7).

See ing Jesus’ life form change from the
mighty arch an gel into the frailty of human seed 
must have been an awe-inspir ing moment for
the angels. They were far more than casual
observ ers; they were rejoic ing sup port ers of the
great work about to begin. 

The Shep herds

Almost every thing con nected with the birth of
Jesus was mod est and unas sum ing. If this were 
truly the birth of a king, one would never know 
it by the sur round ings, or by those first invited
to honor him. 

Shep herd ing was a dif fi cult life. Not only
were the shepherds exposed to hun ger and the
extremes of cli mate, they also had to defend
their flocks against pred a tors and thieves.
Because of their pro fes sion, they were unable
to observe the ortho dox rit ual of washings. As
a result, they were con sid ered unclean. In addi -
tion, they were uned u cated in the law, giv ing
them the rep u ta tion of being igno rant. Since
Jew ish soci ety had shifted away from shep herd -
ing toward agri cul ture, their pro fes sion had lit -

tle respect. This left the shep herds at the lower, 
poorer end of soci ety. 

It is sig nif i cant there fore that God chose
the shepherds to hear the proc la ma tion of the
angels. Being selected for this honor sug gests
that at a min i mum these par tic u lar men were
of noble char ac ter. They must have pos sessed
some faith, some incli na tion to look toward
God. Never had a greater proc la ma tion been
made than what they heard that night in the
fields. This Sav ior was for all peo ple, even
the poor, dis res pected out casts of soci ety. How 
 fitting it was that news of the lamb of God
should first come to shep herds. 

Once the angels left their pres ence and the
sky was dark ened again, the shep herds hur ried
to Beth le hem to see for them selves what they
had been told. Were they sur prised to see that
Joseph and Mary were com mon Jews, come to
reg is ter and pay their taxes? Were they dis -
mayed to find the new born king in a sta ble
lying in a feed ing trough? Or did they take
com fort in these things? They were most famil -
iar with these sur round ings. This was com mon
life to them, and yet under these new cir cum -
stances that sim ple sta ble became a tem ple of
wor ship. Has any man-made church ever spo -
ken so elo quently of what is required for wor -
ship? A place where hum ble hearts are gath -
ered in his name to adore the Sav ior, and honor 
the Heav enly Father is all that is needed for
true wor ship. These men were assured by what 
they wit nessed that night that the bless ings of
their Mes siah were to reach down to all lev els
of soci ety. This was their per spec tive of the
nativ ity.

The Wise Men

Who were these wise men and where did they
come from? Why did they care about the birth 
of the King of the Jews? We have only sketchy 
details about them. It is not even cer tain that
they were three in num ber. This is assumed
because there were three gifts that were brought
to Jesus. 

The phrase “Wise Men” (Mat thew 2:1)
comes from the Greek word magoi. “It denotes
a Magian, one of the sacred caste, orig i nally
Median, who appar ently con formed to the Per -
sian reli gion while retain ing their old beliefs”
(Vines Dic tio nary).

Pas tor Rus sell dis cusses why there was a
great expec ta tion of Mes siah at the time of
Jesus’ birth. He writes: “The clear est of all
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these proph e cies was one by Zoro as ter. The
Nes tori ans say that Zoro as ter was a dis ci ple
of Jer e miah, from whom he learned about the
Mes siah and talked con cern ing him to his dis -
ci ples. In this con nec tion we should remem ber
that Dan iel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed -
nego were at this time princes of Per sia and
inti mate with the wise men of that coun try,
which was at that time the prin ci pal nation of
the world. It is easy to see how tra di tions would 
be handed down through that chan nel, and
espe cially may we sup pose that Dan iel’s
proph ecy respect ing the time of Mes siah’s birth 
would be well known to the dis ci ples of Zoro -
as ter, Per sia’s wise men. Fur ther more, there
were Jews scat tered abroad through out that
coun try who still more or less kept alive the
thought of Israel’s hope for the great Mes siah
so long prom ised of God.” (Reprints, p. 3703)

The pos si bil ity that these wise men were
con nected in some way to the prophet Dan iel is 
thrill ing. We remem ber how Dan iel ago nized
over the plight of Israel (Dan iel 9:1-19). He
yearned for Israel to be released from cap tiv ity
and longed to know when Israel would be free.
He stud ied the proph e cies of Jer e miah to know 
when the cap tiv ity would end. With such pas -
sion it is evi dent that those asso ci ated with
Dan iel would know what was in his heart, and
the time proph ecy that the Lord sent through
Gabriel.

Dan iel and his three Hebrew com pan ions
were “in all mat ters of wis dom and under -
stand ing … ten times better than all the magi -
cians and astrol o gers” of Bab y lon (Dan iel
1:20). Some five hun dred years later, as the
wise men from the east came to Israel to wor -
ship the new born king, they car ried with them
a mea sure of Dan iel’s faith. Had not Dan iel let 
his light shine so brightly, no one from the east
would have come to wor ship Jesus. No gifts
would have been brought to help sus tain the
holy fam ily dur ing their stay in Egypt.

Through the eyes of the wise men, Dan iel’s
faith finally saw the great deliv erer of Israel.
Un aware of the far-reach ing effect of his faith,
Dan iel had, for prac ti cal pur poses, pre pared
for the com ing Mes siah.

See ing the ful fill ment of what had been
passed on to them, the wise men received a
great bless ing as they brought their gifts and
ado ra tion to the world’s Mes siah. How well
they under stood the real ben e fit that Jesus

would bring is unclear, but undoubt edly they
came with open hearts. How appro pri ate that
even Gen tiles should rec og nize the King. As
the shep herds knew, his reign is to bless every
level of soci ety, even the Gen tile world.

Jo seph

Lit tle is known about Jesus’ earthly father. We 
can assume he had cer tain qual i ties just
because he was God’s choice to raise Jesus.
When he learned that Mary was preg nant, he
did not want to expose her to pub lic rid i cule
and so decided to “put her away secretly”
(Mat thew 1:19, NKJV). The Scrip tures say,
“He that is of a faith ful spirit concealeth the
mat ter” (Prov erbs 11:13). His treat ment of
Mary shows that Joseph pos sessed a “faith ful
spirit.” He was loyal to those he cared about
and wanted to pro tect them. 

As he strug gled to find a place for Mary to
deliver her child his pro tec tive nature accepted
what mea ger shel ter was offered. As he helped
Mary recline in a hast ily-made bed of straw,
he was an unlikely mid wife; but, as always, he
did what needed to be done. After watch ing
Mary endure her ago niz ing labor pains, he wit -
nessed the birth of his son. But it was not his
son! Thoughts of the angel’s mes sage must
have raced through his mind: “That which is
con ceived in her is of the Holy Spirit” (Mat -
thew 1:20). His joy of father hood was en -
hanced with the knowl edge that this birth was
dif fer ent from any ever expe ri enced before.
His deep love for Mary was now strength ened
by the mir a cle they had just shared together.
He must have been a spe cial man, pos sess ing
strength of char ac ter, for God to choose him to
carry this respon si bil ity. He and Mary were
well suited to care for the mir a cle child who
would deliver the world from sin and death. 

Joseph’s per spec tive of the nativ ity must
have been extraor di nary. Except for him there
was no one to share the pain of Mary, or her
joy. He was a loyal friend when Mary needed
him, a sup port ive hus band shar ing an amaz ing
expe ri ence with his young wife. 

Mary

Of course Mary was the most pro foundly af -
fected by the cir cum stances of Jesus entry into
the world. When Gabriel first told her she
was greatly favored of the Lord (Luke 1:28),
her reac tion was inter est ing. Unlike Zacharias 
the priest who needed proof to sub stan ti ate
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Gabriel’s proph ecy about the birth of John the 
Bap tist (Luke 1:18), Mary needed no such
proof. Her only ques tion was, “How shall this 
be, see ing I know not a man?” (Luke 1:34).
She was not ques tion ing the truth of Gabriel’s
mes sage; she only won dered how it would be
ful filled. Who would believe her expla na tion
of why she was with child? It sounded so far-
fetched that her very life could be at risk, for
the law stip u lated that a woman caught in
adul tery should be stoned (Levit i cus 20:10).
What would Joseph say about her expla na -
tion? Would she lose him? Regard less of the
ques tions that Gabriel’s words raised, Mary
was quick to respond: “I am the Lord’s ser -
vant, may it be to me as you have said” (Luke
1:38, NIV). Her response to Gabriel is most
extraor di nary.

What a remark able woman she was. She
needed the strength of char ac ter that could
with stand the rid i cule she would receive. She
needed the humil ity of heart to fend off the
pride that might come from being the cho sen
woman. And she needed matu rity to bear the

pain that her role would bring. 
Shortly after the birth of Jesus, Sim eon

described the heavi est bur den this poor ser vant
of the Lord would have to bear. He told her,
“Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own
soul also” (Luke 2:35). All the hatred and
jeal ousy that was aimed at her eldest son for
three-and-a-half years would be intensely con -
cen trated dur ing the agony of his last hours on
earth. Sim eon’s proph ecy became a real ity as
Mary watched the cru ci fix ion of Jesus and felt
her soul deeply wounded. Was this the role so
cov eted by Jew ish women? Had they known
the pain con nected with this honor, few would
have been will ing to accept it. But Mary, a
hum ble and strong woman, was a true ser vant
of the Lord. Hers was a leg acy filled with pain
and sor row, but, more impor tantly, one over -
shad owed with the joy of being the mother of
our Sav ior. “Be it unto me accord ing to your
word.” And so it has been.

May each of us share the wis dom of ac cept -
ing the Lord’s will for us no mat ter the cost, for 
his will always ends in unspeak able joy!
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Behold!
Be hold the Babe! There is for Him
    No room but in the sta ble dim.
Among the placid oxen there
    He sleeps, all in no cent and fair.
Heaven’s bright est gem in cas ket rude en cased;
    The world’s Re deemer in a man ger placed.

Be hold the Man! A lonely form,
    Erect be fore the howl ing storm
Of an gry voices and the rude
    Revilings of the mul ti tude.
Amid the buf fet ings of hu man hands,
    The Son of God, the world’s great hero stands.

Be hold the King! To Him is given
    Au thor ity in earth and heaven.
In glory on the great white throne
    He sits, en cir cled by his own;
While loud His praise the choir ce les tial sings;
    The Man of Sor rows, now the King of kings.

—W. H. Pepworth, Po ems of the Way, p. 97



A Man Approved by Miracles
Jesus of Naz a reth, a man approved of God among you by mir a cles and won ders and signs,
which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye your selves also know.—Acts 2:22

Rich ard Suraci

Mir a cles de scribed in the Bi ble pro -
vide us with super-nat u ral ex hi bi -
tions of God’s power. A mir a cle has 

been de fined as a work wrought by di vine
power for a di vine pur pose, by means be yond
the reach of mor tal man. The dic tio nary def i ni -
tion is: “An event or ac tion that ap par ently
con tra dicts known sci en tific laws and is hence
thought to be due to su per nat u ral laws, es pe -
cially to an act of God.”

In the three-and-a-half years of Jesus’ min is -
try Jesus per formed thirty-five known and in -
di vid u ally recorded mir a cles. This would be
equiv a lent to approx i mately one mir a cle every
thirty-six days. How ever, the Bible pro vides
only a par tial list of Jesus’ mir a cles. The Scrip -
tures state that “He healed them all.” This
state ment appears ten times in Mat thew and a
few times in the other gos pels. This means
there were many more mir a cles than those indi -
vid u ally recorded in the gos pels (Luke 6:19;
Mat thew 8:16,17).

“Jesus, when he was bap tized, went up
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heav -
ens were opened unto him, and he saw the
Spirit of God descend ing like a dove, and
light ing upon him: and ... a voice from heaven,
say ing, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.”—Mat thew 3:16,17

While Jesus’ bap tism was not a mir a cle, the
begettal of the holy spirit with out mea sure and
the open ing of the heav ens fol lowed by God’s
voice, was.

The holy spirit enlight ened Jesus’ mind and
brought to mind his pre-human rela tion ship
with his Father, and the mir a cles of cre ation.
So while on earth Jesus became “Christ, The
[Anointed] Mir a cle Worker.”

Com pas sion

The word com pas sion was closely related with 
many of Jesus’ mir a cles: “[And he] had com -
pas sion on them” (Mat thew 20:34). He was
so much like his heav enly Father!
  The word “com pas sion” appears twenty

times in the Old Tes ta ment. In the New Tes -
ta ment it appears twenty-one times, mostly
refer ring to Jesus. The word means love in
action. It is trans lated, to love, pity, be mer ci -
ful. “But thou, O Lord, art a God full of com -
pas sion, and gra cious, long suf fer ing, and plen -
te ous in mercy and truth” (Psalm 86:15).
Com pas sion is lit er ally a feel ing with and for
oth ers. It is a fun da men tal qual ity of the bib li -
cal con cep tion of God’s char ac ter.

Com pas sion was the foun da tion of Israel’s
faith in God. It was out of God’s com pas sion
that he deliv ered them from Egyp tian bond age
and called them to be his own peo ple. The
Isra el ites glo ried in his com pas sion, espe cially
after they felt God’s chas ten ing judg ments
(Psalm 78:38; 86:15; 111:4). God’s own
dec la ra tion of him self sums up his won der ful
com pas sion: “And he passed in front of
Moses, pro claim ing, The LORD, the LORD,

the com pas sion ate and gra cious God, slow to
anger, abound ing in love and faith ful ness,
main tain ing love to thou sands, and for giv ing
wick ed ness, rebel lion and sin” (Exo dus 34:6,
7, NIV).

Because com pas sion was an inte gral part of
God’s char ac ter, the proph ets declared that
com pas sion was an essen tial require ment for
God’s peo ple: “For I desire stead fast love and
not sac ri fice, the knowl edge of God rather than 
burnt offer ings” (Hosea 6:6, RSV).

God man i fested his love and com pas sion for 
his peo ple through out the Old Tes ta ment. Isa -
iah 35 speaks of the earth’s renewal as well as
God’s ther a peu tic ven geance and sal va tion:
“The eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall
the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of 
the dumb sing” (Isa iah 35:5,6).

The mir a cles that Jesus per formed were
vivid illus tra tions of what God’s king dom on
earth will be like. This reminds us that God is
faith ful and his word never returns to him
unful filled but accom plishes his grand designs
(Isa iah 55:10,11).
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The Mir a cle at Cana

The mir a cles of Jesus were per formed in
twenty-one loca tions; the first mir a cle occurred 
at Cana and the last at Jeru sa lem (heal ing
Malchus’ ear, see John 18:10 and Luke 22:51).

Jesus’ first mir a cle was at a wed ding to
which he, his mother, and dis ci ples, were
invited. His group and a few ser vants knew
about this mir a cle:

When the wine was gone, Je sus’ mother
said to him, “They have no more wine.”
“Dear woman, why do you in volve me?”
Je sus re plied. “My time has not yet come.” 
His mother [be ing aware of his mi rac u lous 
birth and the an gels’ state ment: “He shall
be called the Son of God”] said to the ser -
vants: “Do what ever he tells you.” Nearby
stood six stone wa ter jars, the kind used
by the Jews for cer e mo nial wash ing, each
hold ing from twenty to thirty gal lons [some 
au thor i ties claim nine gal lons each]. Je sus
said to the ser vants, “Fill the jars with wa -
ter,” so they filled them to the brim. Then
he told them, “Now draw some out and
take it to the mas ter of the ban quet.” They
did so, and the mas ter of the ban quet
tasted the wa ter that had been turned into
wine. He did not re al ize where it had
come from, though the ser vants who had
drawn the wa ter knew. Then he called the
bride groom aside and said, “Ev ery one
brings out the choice wine first and then
the cheaper wine af ter the guests have had
too much to drink; but you have saved the
best till now.” This, the first of his mi rac u -
lous signs, Je sus per formed at Cana in
Gal i lee. He thus re vealed his glory, and
his dis ci ples put their faith in him.—John
2:3-11, NIV

This mir a cle was an eye opener to his dis ci -
ples and helped estab lish their faith in Jesus’
gos pel. In con trast with the min is try of Moses
who turned water into blood as a sign of God’s
judg ment (Exo dus 7:14-24), Jesus brings joy
through the water of truth lead ing to the trans -
for ma tion (wine rep re sents joy) of his kingdom.

Je sus’ Sec ond Mir a cle

Jesus’ sec ond mir a cle took place in Caper -
naum when he healed an offi cial’s son (John
4:46-54). The offi cial may have been Chuza,
Herod’s stew ard, whose wife, Joanna, min is -
tered to Jesus. He pleaded with Jesus that he

go home with him and heal his son who was
dying. Jesus said: “Except ye see signs and
won ders, ye will not believe.” The man’s faith
was firm and he said: “Sir, come down ere
my child die.” This was a pathetic heart-felt
 re quest. Jesus said, “Go thy way; thy son liv -
eth.” This man believed Jesus’ words and went
home. He had come a day’s jour ney to see
Jesus.

As he came near his home his ser vant met
him and said, “Thy son liveth.” He inquired
what time of day he started to heal and the
 servant answered, “Yes ter day at the sev enth
hour,” which was the hour Jesus said, “Thy
son liv eth.” And he ”him self believed, and his
whole house” (verse 53). We too should be -
lieve God’s word and act upon it. Just think of
the less for tu nate chil dren who lost their lives in 
the reign of sin and death. They, too, will hear
Jesus’ voice and come forth in God’s king dom
on earth.

A sim i lar mir a cle took place in Capernaum, 
heal ing a centurian’s ser vant (Mat thew 8:5-
13; Luke 7:1-10).

Cast ing Out De mons

Jesus’ next mir a cle took place in Capernaum,
deliv er ing a demonic in the syn a gogue (Mark
1:21-28; Luke 4:33-37). There are five other 
demo niac cleansings:

1. In Gal i lee, cast ing out a blind and
deaf spirit (Mat thew 12:22-30; Luke
11:14-23).

2. De liv er ing a de mo niac at Gadara
(Mat thew 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20;
Luke 8:26-39).

3. In Capernaum, cast ing out a dumb
spirit (Mat thew 9:32-34).

4. In Phoe ni cia, cast ing out a demon
from a Syrophenician’s daugh ter
(Mat thew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30). 

5. In Mount Hermon, cast ing out a
demon from a lu na tic boy (Mat thew
17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37-
42). 

The word demon is taken from the Greek
word daimoniakes and means pos sessed or in -
flu enced by demons. The sec ond on the list
above was one of the most inter est ing and dif fi -
cult of all Jesus’ mir a cles! 

They sailed to the re gion of the Gera senes, 
which is across the lake from Gal i lee.
When Je sus stepped ashore, he was met by 
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a demon-pos sessed man from the town.
For a long time this man had not worn
clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in 
the tombs. When he saw Je sus, he cried
out and fell at his feet, shout ing at the top
of his voice, “What do you want with me,
Je sus, Son of the Most High God? I beg
you, don’t tor ture me!” For Je sus had com -
manded the evil spirit to come out of the
man. Many times it had seized him, and
though he was chained hand and foot and
kept un der guard, he had bro ken his
chains and had been driven by the demon
into sol i tary places. Je sus asked him,
“What is your name?” “Le gion,” he re -
plied, be cause many de mons had gone into 
him. And they begged him re peat edly not
to or der them to go into the Abyss.—Luke 
8:26-31, NIV

Legion may have been the name he adopt ed,
not his birth name, or, maybe when the
demons came into him, they took the name
Legion in rep re sent ing him.

In Roman his tory, a legion was a mil i tary
divi sion of 3,000 to 6,000 sol diers. Either fig -
ure was an astound ing num ber of demon iden -
ti ties. This man was so obsessed with these
demons that noth ing would per suade him that
they were gone except, of course, see ing the
result of Jesus’ mir a cle:

A large herd of pigs was feed ing there on
the hill side. The de mons begged Je sus to
let them go into them, and he gave them
per mis sion. When the de mons came out of 
the man, they went into the pigs, and the
herd rushed down the steep bank into the
lake and was drowned. When those tend -
ing the pigs saw what had hap pened, they
ran off and re ported this in the town and
coun try side, and the peo ple went out to
see what had hap pened. When they came
to Je sus, they found the man from whom
the de mons had gone out, sit ting at Je sus’
feet, dressed and in his right mind; and
they were afraid. Those who had seen it
told the peo ple how the demon-pos sessed
man had been cured. Then all the peo ple
of the re gion of the Gerasenes asked Je sus
to leave them, be cause they were over come
with fear. So he got into the boat and
left.—Luke 8:32-37, NIV

What a relief this mir a cle brought upon this
tor mented man! There he stood nor mal again,

in his right mind, fully clothed and sit ting at the 
feet of Jesus. He begged Jesus to let him go
with them. Jesus refused and told him to return
home and tell how much God had done for
him: “So the man went away and told all over
town how much Jesus had done for him”
(Luke 8:39, NIV).

Pe ter’s Mother-in-Law

Another mir a cle in Capernaum was the heal -
ing of Peter’s mother-in-law: “Jesus left the
syn a gogue and went to the home of Simon.
Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suf fer ing
from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to
help her. So he bent over her and rebuked the
fever, and it left her. She got up at once and
began to wait on them.” (Luke 4:38,39, NIV;
see also Mat thew 8:14,15; Mark 1:29-31)

There have been many epi dem ics of all sorts 
of fevers dur ing man’s exis tence, includ ing
scar let, yel low, typhoid, and typhus fever; these 
have taken the lives of many. Typhoid fever
came from drink ing con tam i nated water. Ty -
phus fever comes by being bit by fleas, lice,
ticks, etc. This will never hap pen in God’s
king dom on earth, where pure water will be
avail able and fleas and lice and other pes ti -
lence will be non ex is tent (Isaiah 65:25).

The first mirac u lous catch of fish was at the
sea of Gal i lee and is recorded in Luke 5:1-11.
Luke was the only gospel writer to record it. A
sim i lar mir a cle is recorded in John 21:1-13
and it also took place at the Sea of Gal i lee. 

Jesus was stand ing by the shore of Lake
Gennesarret as the crowd pressed toward him,
eager to hear his mes sage. Beside him were two 
boats belong ing to Peter, his brother Andrew,
and their part ners, James and John. Jesus
entered one boat and asked Peter to pull out a
lit tle. Jesus sat down and began to teach the
peo ple. When he fin ished speak ing, he asked
Peter to pull out to deeper waters and let down 
his net for a draught of fish. Peter said they
toiled all night and caught noth ing, but he did
as Jesus requested and the net was filled with
fish to the point of break ing. Peter sig naled his
part ners to bring the other boat and the two
boats nearly sank because of the weight of the
fish.

After this mir a cle, Jesus called Peter,
Andrew, James, and John to be his dis ci ples.
Jesus told Simon what his future voca tion
would be: “From now on you will catch men”
(Luke 5:10, NIV). It was Jesus’ gos pel that led
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to the call of the New Cre ation, and the apos -
tles were the first to her ald it.

Heal ing Lep ers 

The sixth mir a cle of Jesus, the heal ing of a
leper, took place in Gal i lee and is recorded
in Mat thew 8:2-4, Mark 1:40-45, and Luke
5:12-15. A sim i lar mir a cle was the heal ing of
ten lep ers in Gal i lee which is recorded only in
Luke 17:11-19.

“As he was going into a vil lage, ten men
who had lep rosy met him. They stood at a dis -
tance and called out in a loud voice, Jesus,
Mas ter, have pity on us!” (Luke 17:12,13,
NIV). They were a piti able group, with torn
clothes, heads shaved and a cloth upon their
upper lip. They were required by law to stay
away from peo ple (Levit i cus 13:45,46).

Lep rosy is a sym bol of sin and alien ation
from God; it is a loath some dis ease. Out of
their mis ery and hope, the lep ers called out
in uni son: “Jesus, Mas ter, have mercy on us!
He said, Go, show your selves to the priests.
And as they went, they were cleansed.” (Luke
17:13,14, NIV) Their faith was rewarded as
they went. While walk ing along, they felt the
renewal of their bod ies.

Mul ti ply this scene a thou sand mil lion times 
over; as man kind walks up “the [cleans ing]
high way of holi ness” their bod ies will become
stron ger as they near per fec tion. After the “lit -
tle sea son,” they will enter into the joy of a per -
fect earth, pos sess ing per fect human bod ies,
with “ever last ing joy upon their heads ... and
sor row and sigh ing shall flee away” (Isaiah
35:10).

A Par a lytic Healed

The next recorded mir a cle is the heal ing of a
par a lytic in Capernaum. The King James ver -
sion calls it “palsy” (Mat thew 9:1-8; Mark
2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26). The word palsy ap -
pears thir teen times in the gos pels. This mir a -
cle was a trib ute to the faith of three men: a
par a lytic and his two friends.

The home to which Jesus came was one in
which he preached the gos pel. As usual, the
Phar i sees and teach ers of the law who came
from afar were lis ten ing to him. Luke adds,
“The power of the Lord was pres ent for him to 
heal the sick” (Luke 5:17, NIV). Since the
home was packed with peo ple, the two friends
car ried the par a lytic to the sec ond floor, re -

moved some tiles, and low ered him down on
the mat he was lay ing on to be in front of Jesus:

When Je sus saw their faith, he said, “Friend,
your sins are for given.” Je sus knew what
they [the Phar i sees] were think ing and
asked, “Why are you think ing these things
in your hearts? Which is eas ier: to say,
‘Your sins are for given,’ or to say, ‘Get up
and walk’? But that you may know that the 
Son of Man has au thor ity on earth to for -
give sins …” He said to the par a lyzed
man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat
and go home.” Im me di ately he stood up in 
front of them, took what he had been ly ing
on and went home prais ing God.” Ev ery -
one [ex cept the Phar i sees] … gave praise
to God.—Luke 5:20,22-26, NIV

Paral y sis has been a scourge upon human -
ity through out human history due to ver te brae
 severing, acci dents, strokes, and other causes.
Depend ing on the sever ity of each case, it may
leave the patient par a lyzed from the neck
down, or affect half the body, or just sin gle
limbs. How won der ful it will be when the
Scrip ture is ful filled: “Then shall the lame man 
leap as an hart” (Isaiah 35:6).

The Dead Are Raised

Another mir a cle, in the city of Nain, was the
rais ing of a widow’s son (Luke 7:11-17).
Sim i lar mir a cles took place in Capernaum
with the rais ing of Jairus’ daugh ter (Mat thew
9:18-26; Mark 5:22-43; Luke 8:41-56), and 
in Bethany with the rais ing of Laz a rus (John
11:1-44).

The day after Jesus healed the cen tu rion’s
ser vant, Luke records a more won der ful mir a -
cle than he had yet wrought, the rais ing from
death of the widow’s son: “He went into a city
called Nain; and many of his dis ci ples went
with him, and much peo ple” (Luke 7:11).
As they came to the gate of the city, they met a
funeral. This meet ing was not coin ci den tal; it
was by divine providence.

Meet ing this pro ces sion of death gave Je -
sus an oppor tu nity to illus trate the power God
 conferred upon him. It also illus trated the joy
that will come to man kind when “all that are
in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall
come forth” (John 5:28,29).

This meet ing “at the gate of the city” was
impres sive because life tri umphed over death
and sor row was turned into joy. One pro ces -
sion was grief stricken; the com pas sion ate Lord 
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Jesus led the other. The bat tle at the gate was
short and deci sive, as life tri umphed over
death, and sor row was turned into joy.

Verse 12: “There was a dead man car ried
out, the only son of his mother, and she was a
widow.” She was in deep sor row: “When the
Lord saw her, he had com pas sion on her and
said unto her, Weep not.” (Luke 7:13) This
was a sign of what Jesus intended to do, which
would cause her to be happy again: “He …
touched the bier [cof fin], and … said, Young
man … arise. And he that was dead sat up,
and began to speak. And he deliv ered him to
his mother” (Luke 7:14,15).

This was a dou ble wit ness of the super nat u -
ral power at Jesus’ dis posal. We pay atten tion
to these mir a cles because they were sam ples of
what Jesus and his church will do in God’s
king dom on earth (John 14:12). 

Heal ing the Deaf, Mute, and Blind

Five of Jesus’ mir a cles con cerned those who
were deaf, mute, and blind: 

1. In Capernaum, heal ing two blind men
(Mat thew 9:27-31).

2. In the Decapolis, heal ing a deaf per -
son with a speech im ped i ment (Mark
7:31-37).

3. In Bethsaida, heal ing a blind man
(Mark 8:22-26).

4. In Je ru sa lem, heal ing a man born blind 
(John 9:1-7).

5. In Je ri cho, heal ing blind Bartimaeus
(Mat thew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; 
Luke 18:35-43).

When Jesus was pass ing through Decapolis, 
they brought a man to him who was deaf with a 
speech imped i ment (see Mark 7:31-37). When
a man is com pletely deaf, usu ally he is mute,
unable to form words, except for shrieks and
moans.

The first thing Jesus did was to take the
man aside, away from the crowd. At other
times he healed peo ple in the pres ence of all.
Why was this heal ing pri vate? Deaf peo ple are
eas ily embar rassed and become con fused in
crowds. They get along better with one or two
peo ple. Jesus drew him out of the crowd to put
him at ease. Jesus spoke to him by his phys i cal
actions!

As Jesus healed peo ple, he looked up to
heaven. By doing so he dem on strated that his
power to heal came from God. 

“Af ter he took [the man] aside, away from 
the crowd, Je sus put his fin gers into the
man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the
man’s tongue. He looked up to heaven
and with a deep sigh said to him, “Eph -
pha tha!” (which means, “Be opened!”).
At this, the man’s ears were opened, his
tongue was loos ened and he be gan to speak
plainly. … Peo ple were over whelmed with 
amaze ment. “He has done ev ery thing
well,” they said. “He even makes the deaf
hear and the mute speak.”—Mark 7:33-
35,37, NIV.

Imag ine the amaze ment of the peo ple who
were deaf and/or mute, who come forth from
their graves in God’s king dom and whose lips
will praise God when they “hear his voice,
and shall come forth” (John 5:28,29).

Another great mir a cle took place in Jeru sa -
lem when Jesus healed a man born blind: 

As he went along, he saw a man blind
from birth. His dis ci ples asked him, “Rab -
bi, who sinned, this man or his par ents,
that he was born blind?” “Nei ther this
man nor his par ents sinned,” said Je sus,
“but this hap pened so that the work of
God might be dis played in his life. As
long as it is day, we must do the work of
him who sent me. Night is com ing, when
no one can work. While I am in the world,
I am the light of the world.” Hav ing said
this, he spit on the ground, made some
mud with the sa liva, and put it on the
man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in
the Pool of Siloam” (this word means
Sent). So the man went and washed, and
came home see ing.—John 9:1-7, NIV

Only John reports this mir a cle. The apos -
tles know ing this man was blind from birth,
ques tioned Jesus as to whose sins caused his
blind ness, his or his par ents. Jesus said it was
nei ther “that the work of God might be dis -
played in his life.” Jesus’ sig nif i cant state ment
fol lowed: “While I am in the world, I am the
light of the world.”

This man did n’t know what light was be -
cause he was born to dark ness. Jesus used the
same method he used with the deaf and mute
man. He mixed earth with his saliva and
placed it over the eyes; when the blind man
washed in the Pool of Siloam, he received his
sight. It is impor tant to remem ber that all sick -
ness comes from Adam ic sin, lead ing to death:
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“Dying thou shalt die” (Gen e sis 2:17, mar -
gin). Through the death of Jesus, man will
even tu ally appre ci ate the glory of God (John
11:4).

Power Over Trou bled Wa ters

Another mighty mir a cle took place on the Sea 
of Gal i lee: 

That day when eve ning came, he said to
his dis ci ples, “Let us go over to the other
side.” Leav ing the crowd be hind, they
took him along, just as he was, in the boat.
… A fu ri ous squall came up, and the
waves broke over the boat, so that it was
nearly swamped. Je sus was in the stern,
sleep ing on a cush ion. The dis ci ples woke
him and said to  him, “Teacher, don’t you
care if we drown?” He got up, re buked the 
wind, and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be
still!” Then the wind died down and it was 
com pletely calm. He said to his dis ci ples,
“Why are you so afraid? Do you still have
no faith?” They were ter ri fied and asked
each other, “Who is this? Even the wind
and the waves obey him!”—Mark 4:35-
41, NIV

Notice Mark’s state ment, “When they had
sent away the mul ti tude, they took him …
just as he was, in the boat.” How was Jesus
at that hour? It had been a most exhaust ing
day of teach ing and Jesus was weary and worn
out, both men tally and phys i cally. Mark’s
descrip tion of his con di tion sug gests extreme
tired ness from the fatigue of his con stant heal -
ing of peo ple.

In chap ter 3, evi dently the same day, Jesus
healed a man with a with ered hand. Already

the Phar i sees and Herodians took coun sel
about how to destroy him (vs. 6). A great mul -
ti tude fol lowed him as he with drew to the sea.
He cured many of the plague and also went up
to a moun tain where he chose his twelve.
     Refer ring to the time of the end, Jesus said:
“The sea and the waves roar ing; men’s hearts
fail ing them for fear, and for look ing after those 
things which are com ing on the earth” (Luke
21:25,26). After his res ur rec tion, he assured
his fol low ers: “All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth” (Mat thew 28:18). As
the per fect Lord Jesus, he was able to calm
the Sea of Gal i lee, and as the res ur rected,
empow ered, divine Son of God, how much
more power he will have to say to rest less man -
kind, “Peace be still.” And there shall be a
great calm.

“No crea ture of the re deemed race will be
too low for di vine grace to reach, through
the all-pow er ful and blessed agency of the
King dom. No deg ra da tion of sin will be
too deep for the hand of mercy to fathom,
to res cue the blood-bought soul; no dark -
ness of ig no rance and su per sti tion will be
so dense in any heart but that the light
of di vine truth and love will pen e trate its
gloom and bring to it a knowl edge of the
joy and glad ness of the new day, and an
op por tu nity to share the same by obe di -
ence. No dis ease that can at tack and pol -
lute the phys i cal sys tem will be be yond
the prompt con trol of the Great Phy si -
cian. And no de for mity, or mon stros ity, or
su per flu ity, or re dun dancy, or men tal im -
be cil ity will be able to re sist his heal ing
touch.”—Stud ies in the Scrip tures, vol. 4,
pp. 639,640.
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He Bids Thee “Come”

He who says to us “Come!” is the same who said “Come!” to Pe ter when he
walked on the sea.  Pe ter, in obey ing, would have sunk, had not the Lord’s

out stretched arm up held him; and the same arm sup ports them well who now, at his
com mand, come out of Bab y lon. Look not at the bois ter ous sea of dif fi cul ties be -
tween, but, look ing di rectly to the Lord, be of good cour age.

—Studies in the Scrip tures, vol. 3, p. 167



Teacher

Two Lessons from the Master
The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a
teacher come from God: for no man can do these mir a cles that thou doest, except God be
with him.—John 3:2

Tim Thomassen

Be fore par tak ing of his last meal with his
dis ci ples, Je sus said to them: “Ye call
me The Teacher and The Lord,—

and well say, for I am” (John 13:13, Rother -
ham). The King James trans la tion uses the
word “Mas ter” in stead of “Teacher.” It reads:
“Ye call me Mas ter and Lord: and ye say well; 
for so I am.”

The Greek word trans lated “Teacher” or
“Mas ter” means instruc tor. It may refer to a
doc tor, mas ter, or teacher. There fore, either
the title “Mas ter” or “Teacher” is appro pri ate
when applied to Jesus. He may even be
thought of as our “Mas ter Teacher.”

On another occa sion, Jesus issued this invi -
ta tion: “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and
ye shall find rest unto your souls” (Mat thew
11:29). Jesus was indeed meek and lowly in
heart. This was dra mat i cally exhib ited on
numer ous occa sions. He had his heav enly
Father’s approval and assis tance because this
trait is what God desires in all his chil dren:
“God resisteth the proud, and giv eth grace to
the hum ble” (1 Peter 5:5).

If we are to be taught, we must also be
of this atti tude and dis po si tion. The psalm ist
wrote: “The meek will he guide in judg ment:
and the meek will he teach his way” (Psalm
25:9). We must hum bly look to Jesus as our
teacher and sin cerely desire to receive his
school ing. It is essen tial that we be famil iar
with our Master’s life and teach ings and con -
duct our selves in accor dance with those things.

With this in mind, let us con sider two
inci dents in our Lord’s life to learn what he
expects of his fol low ers. What Jesus said to
Phillip, he says to us: “Fol low me” (John 1:43).
This means to fol low him in the same way, to
accom pany him as a dis ci ple.

The Sa mar i tan Woman

The Lord’s encoun ter with the Samar i tan
woman at Jacob’s well is found in the fourth
chap ter of John and it offers many les sons for
the stu dents of Christ. This was a truly re -
mark able and sig nif i cant event, cer tainly one
of the great events in Jesus’ earthly life. He
related some mirac u lous things to this inquis i -
tive and thirsty woman.

The fact that Jesus even chose to travel
through Samaria is note wor thy, for in so doing, 
he risked injury. It was well known that the
Samar i tans and Jews were engaged in a long -
stand ing feud. Hatred and bit ter ness char ac -
ter ized their feel ings toward each other. There
was no social inter ac tion between them except
for busi ness trans ac tions from time to time.
Jesus could have bypassed Samaria but he did
not. After all, his heav enly Father was with
him. He knew he had his Father’s pro tec tion
and assis tance, just as we have it.

The words of the psalm ist should give us
strength and con fi dence for every sit u a tion:
“The LORD is my light and sal va tion; whom
shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my
life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1).

We should take cour age from Jesus’ words
to Pilate shortly before his death: “So Pilate
said to him … Do you not know that I have
author ity to release you, and I have author ity to 
cru cify you? Jesus answered, You would have
no author ity over me, unless it had been given
you from above” (John 19:10,11, NASB).

This should be a com fort to us, for we know
that our heav enly Father is watch ing over and
car ing for us. He will not allow any harm to
come to us unless he designs it for our good.
Jesus dem on strated his firm faith and belief
in that fact as illus trated in his trip through
Samaria and on many other occa sions.

Jesus quickly turned the con ver sa tion with
the woman into an oppor tu nity to dis cuss a fea -
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ture of God’s plan and char ac ter. Begin ning
with a sim ple request, “Give me to drink”
(verse seven), he pro ceeded to dis cuss deep
spir i tual truths with this lonely woman.

Although per haps tired from the jour ney,
Jesus did not hold back from dis cuss ing spir i -
tual mat ters. What an exam ple he was of the
apos tle’s later admo ni tion, “Set your affec tion
on things above, not on things on the earth”
(Colossians 3:2). If Jesus ever spoke of earthly
things, it was usu ally to explain pro found spir i -
tual les sons. His par a bles were good exam ples
of this.

But in this expe ri ence Jesus shows us what
it means to be instant in the preach ing of
God’s word, whether for us it is “in sea son,
[or] out of sea son” (2 Tim o thy 4:2). The
Greek word trans lated “sea son” means “well
timed,” “oppor tune,” or “con ve nient.” So we
should pro claim God’s word, not only when it
is con ve nient, but also at times when it is not so 
con ve nient.

“This can not mean that we are to vio late the 
laws of rea son and decency by intrud ing the
good tid ings upon oth ers at times incon ve nient
and unsea son able to them; but it does mean
that we are to have such a love for the truth,
such an ear nest desire to serve it, that we will
gladly accept the oppor tu nity to do so, how ever 
incon ve nient it may be for our selves. It is the
chief busi ness of our lives, to which life itself
even is sub ser vi ent, and, hence, no oppor tu nity 
for ser vice must be laid aside.”—Reprints, p.
3211.

This inci dent in Samaria calls to mind our
Lord’s descrip tion of him self: “I am meek and
lowly of heart.” He was will ing to talk with and 
min is ter to just one per son. He did not need a
large audi ence nor did he feel a need to be “in
the spot light.” And he was not bound by the
prej u dices of peo ple around him.

Po lit i cally In cor rect

Accord ing to the cus toms of the time, Jesus
com mit ted sev eral “polit i cally incor rect” blun -
ders. First, he spoke to a Samar i tan, some -
thing Jews gen er ally did not do. But it was not 
just a Samar i tan, it was a Samar i tan woman.

The deco rum of that region regarded it as
unbe com ing, if not pos i tively wrong, for any
man, espe cially a rabbi, to hold a con ver sa tion
with a strange woman. Addi tion ally, the rab bis 
cau tioned Jews not to address any woman in

the street, even their own wives, lest they cause
a scan dal.

Fur ther more, there was some thing about
this woman that sug gests she was an out cast or
one held in low esteem. Many have labeled her 
a har lot, though the Scrip tures do not spe cif i -
cally say it. Nev er the less, it seems sig nif i cant
that she came to the well at noon, dur ing the
heat of the day. The cus tom ary time for women 
to draw water was either in the cool of the
morn ing or eve ning. They would visit and
social ize as they com pleted their tasks.

But she came alone. What ever her cir cum -
stances, Jesus knew what they were, for she
later declared, “Come, see a man, which told
me all things that ever I did” (verse 29).

It was to this lonely Samar i tan woman that
Jesus uttered words of sig nif i cance to which all
future ages would heed. Jesus first revealed
him self as Mes siah, not to his fam ily, nor to his
dis ci ples, nor even to his fel low Jews, but to this 
woman of a despised peo ple.

On so many occa sions our Lord said re -
mark able things to unre mark able peo ple in un -
re mark able sit u a tions. This should reas sure us
as we real ize the Lord has been deal ing pri -
mar ily with the unpre ten tious. He takes the
igno ble things of the world and makes of them
things that are noble, that will reflect his glory
and show forth his praises through out all eter -
nity.

Wash ing the Dis ci ples’ Feet

In John 13 we read of another inci dent where
water is also fea tured. But unlike chap ter four
where it appears for drink ing pur poses, our
Mas ter Teacher put it into a basin and washed
the feet of his dis ci ples. Jesus, know ing that
the time of his death was near, evi dently
thought it nec es sary to teach his dis ci ples a
 lesson of humil ity illus trated by him self. He
needed to cor rect the erro ne ous ideas they had 
con cern ing the pre req ui sites for dis ci ple ship.
Pre vi ous to this expe ri ence, at least two of
them had shown too much inter est in worldly
hon ors and esteem. James and John had re -
quested that in the king dom they might sit the
one on the right hand and the other on the
left, in clos est prox im ity to Jesus, and imply ing 
very high office (Mark 10:35-37).

Our Lord taught his dis ci ples a les son in
humil ity: “But Jesus called them to him, and
saith unto them, Ye know that they which are
accounted to rule over the Gen tiles exer cise
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lord ship over them; and their great ones exer -
cise author ity upon them. But so shall it not be
among you: but who so ever will be great among
you, shall be your min is ter: and who so ever of
you will be the chiefest, shall be ser vant of all.
For even the Son of man came not to be min is -
tered unto, but to min is ter, and to give his life a 
ran som for many.”—Mark 10:42-45

Not only Jesus’ words but also his actions
were often inex pli ca ble to his dis ci ples. This
foot-wash ing inci dent was no excep tion. Jesus
had acknowl edged him self as the Son of God,
the Mes siah, their Lord and Mas ter. And yet
there he was, kneel ing before them in the atti -
tude of a hum ble ser vant, wash ing their feet.

After fin ish ing the ser vice, Jesus explained
its sig nif i cance. He had given them an exam ple 
of humil ity, in his will ing ness to per form the
most menial task for those whom he loved. In
their fear to be the least, all of the dis ci ples had
missed the oppor tu nity of ser vice for the Mas -
ter and for each other.

Their Lord, their Head and Mas ter, had
hum bled him self to serve them all. Thus he
rebuked their pride and at the same time set
them an exam ple that would apply to every
affair of life. He pow er fully illus trated how that 
they should be glad to serve one another on
every occa sion, whether it be in the high things
or in the com mon affairs of daily liv ing. This
wash ing of one another’s feet applies to every
oper a tion of life, any and every kind ness,
though espe cially along the lines of spir i tual
assis tance and com fort.

Our Foot-Wash ing Op por tu ni ties

We have many oppor tu ni ties for com fort ing,
refresh ing, and con sol ing one another in some
of the hum blest affairs or even in respect to
some unpleas ant tasks or tri als. Any deed
done or attempted to be done in love, with the 
desire to do good to one of the Lord’s peo ple,
we may be sure has our Lord’s approval and
bless ing. Let us lose no oppor tu ni ties of this
kind as we remem ber the Mas ter’s exam ple. 

Like him, we should not merely assume
humil ity, but actu ally per form kind nesses and
ser vices to all with whom we come in con tact,
espe cially the house hold of faith (Galatians
6:10). It is a spe cial priv i lege to assist the
mem bers of the Lord’s body, the church.

Christ is our Mas ter Teacher. He instructs
us by exam ple as well as by doc trine. For that
end he came into this world and dwelt among
us, that he might exhibit all those graces and
fruits which he desires his fol low ers to develop.
And it is a pic ture with out a sin gle false stroke. 
That is why it is so impor tant to attend to his
word, to imi tate his exam ples, and thus be
thor oughly con formed to his image.

May the words of a beau ti ful old hymn echo 
the sin cere sen ti ments of our hearts: 

“More like the Mas ter, I would ever be. 
More of his meek ness, more humil ity; 
More zeal to labor, more cour age to be true. 
More con se cra tion for work he bids me do. 
More like the Mas ter, I would live and grow;
More of his love to oth ers I would show; 
More self denial, like his in Gal i lee, 
More like the Mas ter, I long to ever be.”
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Teaching with Authority
The words which fell from the lips of Je sus were words of life. They were healthy, gra cious words; sweet,

won der ful words; words of com fort, hope, heal ing, kind ness, and au thor ity. All who heard him wit -
nessed to their won der and beauty. He spoke as never man yet spake. He taught as one hav ing au thor ity.
His words bub bled like liv ing wa ter from the fount of his own good ness and pu rity. They were the over flow
of a na ture un cor rupted by the taint of this world’s sins. They sprang from a heart touched with com pas sion
for the sor rows and strug gles of man kind. Mercy min gled with truth, and ev ery ut ter ance was rich with heav -
enly wis dom, with the rev e la tion of a Fa ther un known as yet and of a king dom of love and good will be yond
the con cep tion of fallen hu man ity.

—F. A. Shuttleworth, The Her ald of Christ’s King dom, June 1958.



Je sus as Sav ior

My Strength and 
My Redeemer
Let the words of my mouth, and the med i ta tion of my heart, be accept able in thy sight, O
LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.—Psalm 19:14

Tim Al ex an der

In the days of Mo ses, when giv ing the de -
tails of the con struc tion of the ta ber na cle,
God set the value of each man’s life. Each

man twenty years of age or over was to pay half 
a shekel as “a ran som for his soul” unto the
LORD. Rich and poor alike, all men paid
half a shekel “to make an atone ment” for their
souls (Ex o dus 30:11-16). To our minds it
may seem that each man’s life would be worth
much more than the few cents rep re sented by
this price, but God was es tab lish ing a prin ci -
ple. God was dem on strat ing two things: First,
that the value of one man’s life is equiv a lent to
that of an other man’s life. Second, that atone -
ment with God can be achieved by pay ing that
price which cor re sponds to the value of one life.

Cen tu ries later, in Jesus’ day, trib ute col lec -
tors were employed to encour age the pay ment
of this same tem ple tax. In Mat thew 17:24, as
Jesus and his dis ci ples arrived in Capernaum,
the col lec tors of this tax approached Peter in
the street and asked him, “Does your teacher
not pay the two-drachma tax?” (NASB) Peter,
with char ac ter is tic haste, answered, “Yes.”

Had Peter looked to Jesus before respond -
ing, his reply might have been dif fer ent. Up -
on enter ing the house, Jesus, hav ing per ceived
Peter’s inter ac tion with the tax col lec tors, antic i -
pated the mat ter in Peter’s heart. “What  do
you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of
the earth col lect cus toms or poll-tax, from their
sons or from strang ers?” When Peter said,
“From strang ers,” Jesus said to him, “Then
the sons are exempt” (verses 25,26, NASB).
Jesus was say ing, “If the chil dren of the king
are free and if God really were the King of
this tem ple, I would be exempt from this tax
because I am God’s son.”

By this beau ti fully sim ple dem on stra tion,
Jesus was clearly say ing that he him self, the

Son of God, did not need to pay a ran som for
his own soul. Jesus was sin less and had no
need to make atone ment for him self with God.
Nev er the less, Jesus con tin ued and said to
Peter, “lest we should offend them,” take the
coin you will find in the mouth of a fish you will 
catch and pay the tem ple tax for me and for
thee. Jesus was sig ni fy ing that he, with his sin -
less life, would vol un tarily pay what he did not
owe for those who did owe what they could not
pay. It was a sub tle yet strik ing fore shadow of
the great ran som price spo ken of in 1 Tim o thy
2:5,6: “For there is one God, and one medi a -
tor between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus; who gave him self a ran som for all, to be 
tes ti fied in due time.”

The Greek word ren dered ran som is antilu -
tron, which means a redemp tion price whose
value cor re sponds to that which it is pur chas -
ing. Jesus was offer ing his per fect human life to
pay for Adam’s no-lon ger-per fect human life.
When Adam sinned, he lost not only his own
human life, but also the lives of all of his chil -
dren; there fore, when Jesus paid this ran som
price, he bought not only Adam’s human life,
but also the lives of all of Adam’s chil dren. At
Cal vary, Jesus there fore bought the lives of the
whole human race.

In Hebrews 2:16, Paul tells us it was essen -
tial that Jesus be a human man to pay the ran -
som. “For ver ily he took not on him the nature
of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abra -
ham.” And in Hebrews 10:4,5, we see that
God spe cif i cally pre pared Jesus a human body
for the pur pose of com ing to earth and pay ing
the ran som price because the typ i cal sac ri fices
of the Old Tes ta ment were merely pic tures.
“For it is not pos si ble that the blood of bulls
and of goats should take away sins. Where fore
when he [Jesus] com eth into the world, he
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saith,  Sacrifice and offer ing thou [God] would -
est not, but a body hast thou pre pared me.”
And that per fect human body, Jesus’ per fect
human life, is what con sti tuted the cor re spond -
ing price for Adam and all of Adam’s race.

Je sus and Barabbas

On the last day of Jesus’ human life, stand ing
before Pilate, Jesus uttered few words; yet
still, his mes sage was clear and evi dent. In
front of the gov er nor in a place that implied
jus tice, Jesus stood qui etly with the calm dig -
nity and seren ity that dis tin guishes a per fect
man. Pilate, accord ing to his cus tom, offered
to release the pris oner Jesus to them coin ci dent 
with the Pass over time, but the peo ple chose
the mur derer Barabbas instead. As this trans -
ac tion was car ried out, what began as a con ve -
nient attempt by Pilate to appease an angry
crowd ended up as an endur ing por trait of the 
ran som work of Jesus Christ.

Barabbas’ name means “Son of the Father.”
Jesus was a per fect son of his father, God.
The only other orig i nally per fect human son of
the father, God, was Adam. So by the act of
the inno cent Jesus going into the prison house
(death), the guilty Barabbas (Adam) was re -
leased from that same prison house. Through -
out his life, Jesus spoke like no other man ever
had, with author ity, with power and with grace;
and here we see a beau ti ful exam ple of just
such “speech,” even though Jesus uttered al -
most no words at all.

A Sword Pierc ing Mary’s Soul

A few hours later, at Cal vary, as Jesus hung
on the cross, Mary, his mother, stood by, wit -
ness ing an event that no mother ever should
have to see, her own son dying in agony. That 
cross, as it stood atop the hill of Golgotha,
evoked the image of the hilt of a large sword
pierc ing the earth; and Mary’s mind may well
have been taken back to the words of the de -
vout prophet Sim eon when he said: “Yea, a
sword shall pierce through thy own soul also”
(Luke 2:35). Those fear ful words cer tainly
came to pass, and Mary’s heart was bro ken,
sur rounded and envel oped by nearly inhu man
grief. As that impos si ble sor row descended
upon Jesus’ mother’s heart, a par al lel sor row -
ful ness set tled in upon Jesus’ Father’s heart
also. God keenly felt the pain of watch ing his
only begot ten son being sac ri ficed for the life
of the world. God was ful fill ing the pic ture

that he asked faith ful Abra ham to illus trate
thou sands of years before in the sac ri fice of
his son Isaac.

As com plete and uni ver sal as Jesus’ ran som
sac ri fice was, it is still only half his work as the
Redeemer. The whole pur pose of Jesus’ sac ri -
fice on the cross was to rec on cile all man kind
to their cre ator, God. The first part of Jesus’
redemp tive work was the ran som, but the final
part of this grand work will be the res ti tu tion of
all things. 

A Re stor ative Work

To accom plish such a great restor ative work
for the whole world of man kind, Jesus, dur ing
his human life, was care fully pre pared by
God. God allowed Jesus’ dis ci pline and loy -
alty to be proven by suf fer ing. The apos tle
Paul wrote: “Though he [Jesus] were a Son,
yet learned he obe di ence by the things which
he suf fered” (Hebrews 5:8). Jesus was being
pre pared to be a high priest for all the peo ple,
a high priest who would rec og nize and iden tify 
with the dif fi culty the world would encoun ter
try ing to learn righ teous ness. Paul also tells
us: “We have not an high priest which can not
be touched with the feel ing of our infir mi ties;
but was in all points tempted like as we are,
yet with out sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Jesus, while
on earth, was observ ing first hand the frailty of
sin ful human life, our weak nesses, our frag ile
nature, our fail ing. This first hand expe ri ence
is what qual i fies him to ful fill the final part of
his role as Redeemer.

Jesus was being trained to be exactly the
kind of coun selor and guide the world of man -
kind will need while walk ing up the high way of 
holi ness after their res ur rec tion. Isa iah prom -
ises there will be a high way that will lead
toward a con di tion of human holi ness and that, 
though a man may be “unclean” as he begins
his jour ney on this high way, he will grad u ally
become clean as he passes “over” it (Isaiah
35:8).

This prom ise of res ti tu tion of all things is
the main mes sage and the fun da men tal ful fill -
ment of all the prom ises God gave from the
begin ning of recorded his tory. Acts 3:21 de -
scribes the “res ti tu tion of all things” as some -
thing “which God hath spo ken by the mouth of 
all his holy proph ets since the world began.”
Every one of the holy proph ets suf fered greatly
to deliver God’s mes sage; and the mes sage
they faith fully deliv ered is that the whole world
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of man kind, every one who has ever died be -
cause of Adam’s sin, will be raised to life again 
and given the oppor tu nity to learn righ teous -
ness. This will occur in an envi ron ment where
dis obe di ence will not be allowed, and jus tice
and mercy and humil ity will be appre ci ated
and rewarded by a medi a tor whose skill and
lov ing inter est will encour age each of God’s
human chil dren on toward a con di tion of per -
fect human life on earth.

In Isa iah we read: “When thy [God’s] judg -
ments are in the earth, the inhab it ants of the
world will learn righ teous ness” (Isa iah 26:9).
That is truly a beau ti ful prom ise. The judg -
ment day for the world will not be a time of
blan ket con dem na tion, but will be a time when
the whole world will be instructed in righ teous -
ness and will learn to live in har mony with the
per fect will of their Cre ator, God. All of this is
pos si ble only through the work of the Great
Redeemer, Jesus Christ.

Heal ing a De mo niac

Mark 9:17-27 describes a won der ful mir a cle
related to our sub ject. From a young age, a
man’s son, whom he loved, had been pos -
sessed by a demon. The bro ken hearted father
brought his son to Jesus to be cured, because
the dis ci ples could not cast out this demon.
The father told Jesus that the demon had,
time after time, tor mented the boy, cast ing him 
into water or into fire to destroy him. The
father was heart sick. Even when the boy was
brought to Jesus, the demon cast the boy down 
to the ground, wal low ing and foam ing. Every
ten der heart was crushed, wit ness ing this trag -
edy. Every ounce of human kind ness longed
for a time when the boy would be freed from
this ter ri ble curse, but only Jesus could do it.

With desire in his heart to help the father,
and with com pas sion in his heart to restore the

child, Jesus offered the only solu tion, which
was faith in him. Jesus com manded the demon
to leave the child, say ing, “Come out of him
and enter no more into him.” As the demon
departed, he cru elly extracted every last shred
of suf fer ing he could from the boy. When the
demon was finally gone, the boy was left, lying
on the ground, “as one dead.” When even the
spec ta tors were con fi dent that the poor boy was 
actu ally dead, Jesus “took him by the hand,
and lifted him up,” and the boy arose and was
reunited with his father.

This mir a cle is a strik ing pic ture of the work 
of Jesus as the Redeemer. The boy illustrates
the world of man kind which, like Adam, was
born healthy and only later came under the
curse of the demon, Satan. Like the boy, the
world of man kind will be nearly destroyed by
Satan’s attempts, first by water and then by
fire, a fit ting illus tra tion of the end of the first
and sec ond dis pen sa tions. Jesus not only com -
manded Satan to come out of the human race,
but also will for ever pre vent him from re-enter -
ing their lives. Like the boy, the human race
will be left almost com pletely life less; Jesus,
the Redeemer will lift the whole race by their
hands, restore them to a stand ing posi tion, and 
pres ent them back to their father, God.

What a beau ti ful pic ture this is of the re -
demp tive work of Jesus. From the very begin -
ning when the Logos said, “Here am I, send
me,” to the very end when tears are wiped
away from all eyes, Jesus will have remained
the faith ful ser vant of God, the Redeemer of
the world of man kind. Because of that great
work, every one of us can eagerly look for ward
to the time when “there shall be no more death, 
nei ther sor row, nor cry ing, nei ther shall there
be any more pain: for the for mer things are
passed away” (Rev e la tion 21:4).
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—Carl F. Schrade, Some one Once Said



How Jesus Comforts *
I will not leave you com fort less [or orphans]: I will come to you.—John 14:18

In these words of the Sav ior we have an “I
will not” and an “I will” in close and sig -
nif i cant con junc tion. One seems to show us 

the neg a tive, and the other the pos i tive side of
Christ’s love. The first sug gests his knowl edge,
feel ing, re spon si bil ity, etc., with re gard to his
dis ci ples, and the sec ond the ac tiv ity of his
love. He will not leave them or phans, he will
come unto them. We who have be come dis ci -
ples of Christ know that these words ap ply to
our selves, as well as to those to whom they
were orig i nally spo ken; and we who know the
needs of the spir i tual life will lay hold of such a
prom ise as this and ap pro pri ate it in all its
fulness.

“I will not leave You Com fort less”

Let us look at the pros pect that lay before the
dis ci ples. Which ever way they turned, it was a 
com fort less one. The loss of Christ was the
loss of all, the loss of the head, the loss of the
great object of life, the bereave ment of them -
selves so that they must be left in a con di tion
of orphan age, with all the evils con se quent to
that help less state. Jesus made pro vi sion for all 
this gloomy pros pect when he prom ised that
he would not leave them orphaned. What a
ter ri ble loss it would have been to his dis ci ples 
had Christ gone away never to return, never to 
have sent his holy spirit. He was the head of
this lit tle fam ily. To him they had been accus -
tomed to look as Teacher, Lord, and all in all; 
in all their igno rance he was their adviser. In
all their dif fi cul ties he was their helper; and
although they were no doubt much to each
other in holy broth er hood, still their rela tion to 
one another was founded upon their com mon
rela tion ship to him. Just as it is today, and has 
always been. Let Jesus be sev ered from them,
let their bond with him be bro ken, and there
remained nothing to hold them to each other.

How sorely we miss the earthly head of a
fam ily when he has filled the head ship in the
way which God designed. We never know
what such a head is to us until he is removed;
then when the great void is made, and there is

no one to look to for coun sel, no one for action;
when we are thrown upon our own resources,
then we real ize what it is to be left alone. Jesus
knew well what would be the con di tion of the
dis ci ples if he left them with out the Com forter.
Well did he know what he had been to them.
He knew this far better than they did, and act -
ing upon his own knowl edge he makes the
prom ise, “I will not leave you com fort less.”
And is it not of great con so la tion to us also,
that Christ acts toward us, out of his own
knowl edge, as he did toward those, his imme -
di ate dis ci ples! Christ knows all that lies before 
his peo ple, under all cir cum stances, and makes 
provision accord ingly. It is as though he said,
“I know what would hap pen if I were to leave
you; do not fear, I will not leave you com fort -
less.” We grow grad u ally more and more into
the knowl edge of his head ship, his lead er ship;
and into the deep feel ing of our need of his
com fort ing pres ence. Our Lord acts upon his
knowl edge and is often act ing in the power of
his head ship when we may be com ing sadly
short of act ing in the power of our mem ber ship. 
It is well for us to pause at times and ask our -
selves if Christ is indeed our head—if we are
always con scious of that rela tion ship to us.

Christ Sup plants Earthly Af fec tion

There is another very impor tant sense in
which the dis ci ples would have been left com -
fort less had Jesus wholly aban doned them.
Such a depar ture would have involved the
sub trac tion of the great object of their lives.
The apos tles would have been left aim less,
and with out pur pose. Christ had been the one
prom i nent fig ure before them for many a long
day. With him they jour neyed, and with him
they rested. With him they lived and moved,
and in him every hope and thought was cen -
tered. Mis taken though they were about the
imme di ate res to ra tion of the king dom of Israel
and their own con se quent exal ta tion, still
every thing was con nected with their great
Mas ter, and so to take him away was to take
all. There is always some object which is the
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main spring of life, and when that is removed,
the wheels stand still. Now the Mas ter knew
what would be the mis ery of his dis ci ples thus
left with out their one object in life. He knew
that their nets could never be to them what
they had been before, and that the receipt of
cus tom had lost the exclu sive charm. He knew 
that it was he him self who had dis placed these 
as life’s great object, sub sti tut ing him self in
their place, and now if he went away from
them, what remained for them but an aim less
life. We can not imag ine Christ calmly con tem -
plat ing this with out mak ing pro vi sion for it,
and this he did: “I will not leave you com fort -
less.”

All true dis ci ples are very much in the posi -
tion of those to whom our Lord here speaks.
Christ has become to such the great object in
life. He has not taken away all life’s inter ests,
or dimin ished the fond ness of nat u ral affec tion, 
but he has placed him self above them all, he
has sub sti tuted him self for what ever ruled the
heart, and has become the object of that heart’s 
affec tion, and that mind’s thought, so that
“they which live should not hence forth live unto 
them selves, but unto him which died for them,
and rose again” (2 Corin thi ans 5:15).

Though join ing Christ in true fel low ship,
becom ing his dis ci ples, involves the loss of
earthly inter ests, Christ has effec tu ally pro -
vided for this by sub sti tu tion. He always gives
more than he takes. Some may be afraid to take 
this step, think ing only of what they shall lose,
not real iz ing what they shall gain. But those
who have taken this step of con se cra tion, have
per son ally real ized that Christ has sub sti tuted
him self and all his inter est and con cern for that
which for merly absorbed the heart, and to their 
great gain. The very fact that Christ has done
this is an evi dence that he will not depart from
his fol low ers and leave them com fort less, for he
has said, “I will never leave thee, nor for sake
thee.” He sub sti tutes him self, the imper ish able
One, for all that passeth away. He gives him -
self to his peo ple, he is “the same yesterday,
and to day, and for ever” (Hebrews 13:5,8).

Friend to the Friend less

We know that none are so help less as the
orphan. All the lit tle needs of daily life are sel -
dom thought of by any, save a par ent. All the
lit tle sor rows of life are fee bly felt, except by a
par ent’s heart, and thus help less must the dis -
ci ples have been if their con nec tion with Christ 

were now to be bro ken off by death. Who in
all the world could sup ply their need, even
sup pos ing the need were known? The needs
of the dis ci ples were such that the world could
not meet, and this the Sav ior knew. The as -
pect of a help less fam ily was that which met
his view if his dis ci ples were per ma nently
bereft of him. And even now Christ will never
allow this pic ture of a deserted fam ily to be -
come a real ity. He will never desert even the
weak est of those who have cast in their lot with 
him. We need never be afraid of becom ing
 forlorn or friend less since we have em braced
Christ. We can take his prom ises to our selves.
We are his dis ci ples. This prom ise is to us as
well as to the apos tles. “I will not leave you
com fort less: I will come to you.”

Let us look at the pros pect of orphaned
 disciples in rela tion to the Lord Jesus Christ
per son ally. Their Mas ter was, if we might so
speak, bound to take care of them as he had
influ enced them to give up all for him. We
know that the “all” was very lit tle, still it was all 
to them, and God looks at things rel a tively, as
well as abso lutely. He esti mates that which is
given accord ing to the capac ity of the one who
gives. Is it not a com fort ing thought that God
looks at things in this light, that he puts his own 
and not man’s value on the two mites, that he
knows our feel ings, and what it may cost us to
do, or give, or give up, any thing for him, to
make this sac ri fice, to pres ent our bod ies a liv -
ing sac ri fice, holy accept able unto God! Christ
puts him self in the place of all that is given
up. Christ will never dis avow the con se quences 
of this act by which we gave up all for him.
When ever we can clearly trace a con nec tion
between our suf fer ings and the one for whom
we suf fer, we may always rest assured that that
one will never leave us, nor forsake us.

He Knows How to Fill the Void

All true chil dren of the Lord, know how amply
he makes up to them for every sac ri fice for
him. Yes, in truth, the love of Christ is in itself 
great com pen sa tion for all we give up. We
remem ber what Paul said in Philippians 3:8:
“Yea doubt less, and I count all things but loss 
for the excel lency of the knowl edge of Christ
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suf fered the
loss of all things, and do count them but dung, 
that I may win Christ.” This love of Christ
has an expulsive power, so that it and the
world can not affil i ate. If our minds are much
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occu pied with thoughts of holi ness, of the
meek and lowly Jesus, how he lived and
walked on earth, we will feel a shrink ing from
worldly things. God knows that where the heart 
is given to him, the life will assur edly be given
too, and this motive of obe di ence is not so
much of duty, but of love. So this world is to
be given up because of love; and that love sup -
plies the great com pen sa tion—Christ sub sti -
tutes him self. He is with us in our new tasks
and new pur suits. He knows what each one
gives up for him, and he knows how to fill the
void.

Bear ing in mind that Jesus knew what would
hap pen to the dis ci ples if they were left to
them selves, he rec og nized that they, like sheep, 
would be scat tered abroad if he, the shep herd,
were per ma nently removed and no com forter
sent. He knew all that lay before his dis ci ples
in their upward and onward strug gle—a strug -
gle and a mis sion on which he him self had
sent them and for which they were wholly un -
qual i fied apart from him. From him they had
received the mighty impulse for a new life; they
like oth ers had to go through much trib u la tion
to enter into the king dom of heaven. Which of
them were in them selves suf fi cient for these
things? They needed their Leader as well as
their Teacher.

Meat of Which the World Knows Not

We can con tem plate also the dif fi culty which
these dis ci ples would have in retain ing their
union with Christ. He was taken from them by 
an igno min i ous death. All the world scoffed at 
them as fol low ers of a dead male fac tor. How
could they cling to him? The trial would have
been too much for them. The Chris tian clings
to an indi vid ual, to Christ him self, and not to
a creed. Christ knows well the dif fi cul ties that
beset his dis ci ples in retain ing their union with 
him. He also knows that being linked to an
abstrac tion—a sys tem of truth—will never carry
them where he would have them be, and so
he pro vides for his per sonal union with them
now. We retain our union in the power of a
per sonal attach ment to a liv ing being per son -
ally attached to us. Christ is the vine and we
are the branches. There must not only be vital -
ity in us to cling to him, but there must be
vital ity in him to inject sap into us.

So as we sur vey this side of the sub ject we
real ize that sep a ra tion from the world does not

involve an orphaned or com fort less con di tion.
We who have bro ken off affin i ties with it, have
become con nected with higher infin i ties in
Christ, infi nitely higher. We have meat to eat
of which the world knows not. By our own
faults we may be for a sea son left com fort less,
we may hide our selves from the Sav ior. We
may not clearly see the one who lives for us,
and still is ours, though our eyes are so dim
that we know not he is near. Such a con di tion
may come to us, but it is not Christ who has left 
us. His prom ise is unbro ken, though we are
from our own fault “suf fer ing com fort less.” Yet 
happy is he who is suf fer ing and com fort less
with out his Lord, for his grief is a wit ness that
he lives. The exis tence of a life may be man i -
fested by a tear, as well as by a smile, by the
voice of weep ing, as well as by the voice of joy.

Pres ent Help in Time of Need

And now comes the prom ise of the Lord: “I
will come to you”—or as it is in the Greek, “I
am com ing to you.” We believe the pri mary
mean ing attached to this prom ise has ref er ence 
to the send ing of the holy spirit. Our Lord
gives us to under stand that all the min is tra -
tions of the spirit are his own min is tra tions.
Our Lord’s prom ise implied that the holy
spirit which the Father would send in Jesus’
name would be to his fol low ers a “pres ent
help in every time of need,” that they would
be helped, encour aged, and strength ened by
that holy power that would guide, direct, and
enable his peo ple to walk by faith and not by
sight. This power of God is with the whole
Church, and yet each receives the influ ence of
the holy spirit per son ally by indi vid ual con nec -
tion with the chan nel of the spirit. This com -
fort ing and strength en ing holy spirit is the
spirit of the Father and the Son.

It was nec es sary too that our Lord should
make a per sonal appear ance to the dis ci ples
after his res ur rec tion, and before his ascen sion.
The grief of the dis ci ples was con nected with
the depar ture of their Lord, and we can eas ily
under stand how the reap pear ance of the Lord
would com fort their hearts. The great lone li -
ness would pass away. Death brings with it the
most sad den ing lone li ness which falls to the lot
of man, and in pro por tion as we have become
bound up in a sin gle object, in that pro por tion
comes the des o la tion of lone li ness when that
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object is removed. Jesus had been all to his
 disciples, and when they lost him, they lost
all; when he returned, they got all back again.
Their hopes were revived. And it is an eter nal
source of com fort that Christ dieth no more.
Death hath no more domin ion over him. “I am
he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am 
alive for ever more.” Christ hath ascended into
heaven, and the Com forter, which is the holy
spirit, has been sent as an eter nal source of
com fort to his chil dren.

We Are Serv ing a Liv ing Lord

It was in a body of flesh that the dis ci ples saw
our Lord after his res ur rec tion. They knew
that hence forth they had no more to do with a
dead Christ, but that now he was a liv ing
Christ. They had wit nessed his ascen sion.
“And when he had spo ken these things, while
they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud
received him out of their sight.” He is now far
beyond the world’s reach, “sit ting on the right
hand of the Father.” He is our Advo cate, as
well as our Com forter. His dis ci ples are liv ing
in him and by him, and thus deriv ing all ben e -
fits from him. We are serv ing a liv ing Lord,
and we should be ever ris ing higher and
higher above the world and all the inter ests of
the world. All the inter ests of the world are
per ish able: all con cerned with our liv ing Christ
are eter nal.

Going back to the dis ci ples, we remem ber
how they were assem bled at Jeru sa lem, a com -
pany of trou bled ones. With out were fightings,
within were fears. They were weak in faith.
Before them lay an unknown future. The one
cure for all their sor rows was Christ’s man i fes -
ta tion to them. And so he stood in the midst
of them and said, “Peace be unto you.” So
Christ’s man i fes ta tion of him self is the great
cure for the trou bled heart. No doubt one
cause of the dis ci ples’ trou bles was their imper -
fect appre hen sion of the truth. They could not
have full knowl edge until the spirit came upon
them, and so hav ing only part of the truth con -
cern ing Christ’s res ur rec tion and plan, they
were con fused and per haps con founded. And
per haps even we who are respon si ble by rea son 
of hav ing come into Christ and received the
holy spirit may have learned only part of some
impor tant truths, and thus when cer tain expe ri -
ences come into our lives we are con fused and

per haps con founded. We should strive to have
our appre hen sion of truth more per fect, to be
grow ing in knowl edge and in grace.

Dis cern ing Christ in Our Ex pe ri ences

Another part of the dis ci ples’ trou bles arose
from an unac cus tomed man i fes ta tion. Jesus
appeared to them in a dif fer ent body and in
an unfa mil iar form. To these they were wholly 
unac cus tomed. And so we may real ize a les -
son here: Christ man i fests him self to his fol -
low ers in dif fer ent aspects at dif fer ent times
and under dif fer ent cir cum stances. May we so
appre ci ate Christ’s teach ings through the holy
spirit that when he man i fests him self in any
way, we may not be trou bled, but rec og nize
that it is Christ himself.

There is another aspect in which this trou ble 
of the dis ci ples must be viewed. They were all
in trou ble together; they could not help each
other. And so with us, there are times when no
one on earth can help us, not even our spir i tual
breth ren. They them selves may be as much
per plexed as we are. The lack is in their power, 
and not in their will. And it may be that God
would speak to us and say, Your com fort, your
peace lies not in the many any more than in the 
few. You will not find com fort among your
fellowmen, but from one, even Jesus Christ.
The rev e la tion of Jesus Christ him self is the
solu tion of trou ble, and it was upon the full
man i fes ta tion of his iden tity that the dis ci ples
obtained peace. We read in Rev e la tion 1:17,
18, how John was com forted: “And when I
saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid
his hand upon me, say ing unto me, Fear not; I
am the first and the last: I am he that liveth,
and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for
 evermore.” Thus by declar ing his iden tity, he
brought peace and com fort. What could give
us more com fort than the knowl edge that the
Lord we are now in union with, can be iden ti -
fied as the one who came to earth and died that 
we might live? While here on earth none en -
dured such pain as he, none was so iso lated
and alone, none was so maligned. But in res ur -
rec tion life he receives glory for all the suf fer -
ings of the past. He is an High Priest for ever
set on the right hand of God. Thus we receive
com fort from the knowl edge of the iden tity of
the Christ on earth with the Christ in heaven. It 
is this Christ that we have taken as our own,
hear ing him say to us, “I will not leave you
com fort less: I will come to you.”
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Rec on ciler

Jesus, the Mediator of the
New Covenant
For there is one God, and one medi a tor between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.—
1 Tim o thy 2:5

Russ Mar ten

When con sid er ing the role of me di a -
tors in the world to day, typ i cally
what comes to mind are those who

stand be tween two par ties in a dis pute, of ten a
la bor dis pute. Fre quently a “fed eral me di a tor”
is asked to carry pro pos als be tween each of the
sides and en cour ages or even de mands that
each side give a lit tle more in its po si tion un til
some agree ment be tween the two orig i nal po si -
tions can be reached.

But the “medi a tor between God and man”
is a role with only lim ited sim i lar ity to a worldly 
medi a tor. The dic tio nary def i ni tion of a medi a -
tor is one who is inter posed between two par -
ties to effect rec on cil i a tion; one who acts as
an inter me di ate agent in bring ing, effect ing or
com mu ni cat ing. The medi a tor between God
and man does fit this def i ni tion with out com -
pro mis ing or reduc ing God’s posi tion and
prin ci ples. That medi a tor is iden ti fied for us:
“For there is one God, and one medi a tor
between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus” (1 Tim o thy 2:5). In the Greek there is 
no verb, thus leav ing the thought of “him self
hav ing been a man.”

Why is a Me di a tor Nec es sary?

Is not God able to arrange mat ters so this
func tion is not needed? While not lim it ing the
hand of the Father in any thing, we rec og nize
that he arranged the office of medi a tor because 
of his prin ci ples.

God is con strained not by weak ness or in -
abil ity, but by his own prin ci ples. Jus tice is the
hab i ta tion of his throne. God can not deal with
imper fec tion directly with out a cov e nant to jus -
tify the indi vid ual or class being dealt with.
When there is a con di tional cov e nant in place,
he works through a medi a tor or with an advo -
cate of the sinful party.

Although man’s tran si tion from per fec tion
to imper fec tion was instan ta neous with Adam
and Eve’s fall in the gar den, the deg ra da tion of 
man’s char ac ter has been a pro cess of vary ing
inten sity and speed over the past 6,000 years.
The merit of Jesus’ ran som is suf fi cient to in -
stan ta neously return man from a state of im -
per fec tion to per fec tion, but the effects of the
degrad ing pro cess of sin can not be instan ta -
neously over come. Those log i cally need time
for a pro cess to reverse the effects of sin upon
the char ac ter of man. Even after com ing back
from the grave, man kind’s inher ent char ac ter
will not will ingly choose what is righ teous. The 
human race will still be more or less at enmity
with God. If the rever sal of the effects of sin
could be accom plished instan ta neously, there
would be no need for a medi a tor, only for a
redeemer. But God, know ing the effects of
years of liv ing under sin and evil, rightly pro -
vided a period of a thou sand years for the per -
fect ing pro cess.

Thus we see why the role of medi a tor is
 necessary. Con sider the most basic of con flicts.
When two par ties are at odds and would do
injury to one another, a third party stand ing
between them keeps each from com ing in con -
tact with the other and pre vents harm. This
“third party” is the medi a tor in the dis pute.
When the merit of Christ’s sac ri fice is pre -
sented to the Father on behalf of the world, the
res ur rec tion pro cess is ini ti ated and the new
cov e nant goes into oper a tion. The Christ, head 
and body, must imme di ately per form the func -
tion of medi a tor, for both sides are inher ently
in con flict—the jus tice of God on the one hand 
and man kind’s fallen nature on the other. For
most of the Mil len nial age man kind will still
have either the desire, or at least the ten dency,
to sin while they are being trans formed from
sin ner to per fect human life. What ever the moti -
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va tion, Christ is there as man kind’s medi a tor to 
inter cede on their behalf. He stands before
God’s jus tice and says in effect, “I bought this
race with my blood. I will, for the period of this
New Cov e nant, stand between them and abso -
lute jus tice so I can work with them, nur ture
them, and develop them to the point where I
can stand aside and let them be exposed to jus -
tice.” A medi a tor works with both sides in a
con flict, and surely the bulk of this medi a tor’s
effort will be with man kind’s char ac ter as long
as the world is less than per fect in thought and
motive. 

A Me di a tor Is Not an Ad vo cate

In the king dom Christ moves from being an
advo cate for his church to being a medi a tor for 
the world of man kind. An advo cate stands in
sup port of any action com mit ted by the party
he rep re sents, much as an attor ney defends his 
cli ent even when he knows the cli ent is guilty
of the crime for with which he is charged. In
his sup port of his church, Christ bestows upon 
them a robe of his righ teous ness. Thus the
Father sees in essence Christ’s own righ teous -
ness for the pro spec tive church mem bers,
rather than their fallen human nature. Because 
it is his robe of righ teous ness, Christ can and
does serve as an advo cate for the church
before the Father: “The Father him self loveth
you” (John 16:27). Paul writes, “It is God
that justifeth. Who is he that condemneth?”
(Ro mans 8:33,34). Because God jus ti fies and
receives the sac ri fice of the church, they need
no medi a tor; they are in heart accor dance
(rather than at will ful vari ance) with him.

How ever, the Medi a tor can not sim i larly
 justify the actions of man kind in the Mil len nial
age, nor can he stand in sup port of their posi -
tion. The world of man kind will have been
awak ened by the appli ca tion of his merit. They 
then begin a slow pro cess of learn ing righ teous -
ness, appre ci at ing and devel op ing a God like
char ac ter to replace the tainted one they had
under the reign of sin and evil. Because man -
kind in the Mil len nial age does not wear
Christ’s robe of righ teous ness, Christ can not be 
their advo cate, even though they need to be
insu lated from abso lute jus tice. Oth er wise, the
first sin after being raised from the tomb would
justly con demn them imme di ately to death
again. Christ in his role as medi a tor can and
does insu late man kind from the con se quences
of God’s jus tice. The peo ple must (and will)

appre ci ate this as a child begrudg ingly learns
that dis ci pline, and the insis tence that things be 
done cor rectly and prop erly, are ulti mately for
the child’s best inter ests, even if to the child it
may seem to be just the oppo site.

The Christ is to be the medi a tor of a bilat -
eral cov e nant that requires ful fill ment by both
par ties: “But now hath he obtained a more
excel lent min is try, by how much also he is the
medi a tor of a better cov e nant, which was estab -
lished upon better prom ises” (Hebrews 8:6).
“And for this cause he is the medi a tor of the
new tes ta ment [cov e nant], that by means of
death, for the redemp tion of the trans gres sions
that were under the first tes ta ment, they which
are called might receive the prom ise of eter nal
inher i tance” (Hebrews 9:15). The cov e nant
arrange ment is sim ple and it is indi vid u ally
extended. The indi vid ual human obeys God’s
per fect laws and God grants ever last ing life.
Action on the part of both pro vides each with
gain: man gains life and God gains the ulti -
mate object of his divine plan, which is a per -
fect ever last ing human race, func tion ing in har -
mony with one another, prais ing and serv ing
him.

It is not cor rect to think of Jesus as an indi -
vid ual medi a tor for each mem ber of the fallen
race, for he will be the medi a tor for all under
the New Cov e nant. All man kind will be wel -
come to come under the arrange ments and
bless ings of that cov e nant and the ben e fits
obtained by its medi a tor. The bless ing of that
cov e nant will start with and flow through the
nation of Israel (Acts 3:25). As the world of
man kind is trans formed in char ac ter and be -
come Isra el ites indeed, they will then real ize
the full bless ings of the king dom arrange ments
under that cov e nant.

The Bless ings of a Me di a tor

The work and bless ings of the medi a tor will
be in the form of instruc tion, enlight en ment,
knowl edge of the truth, and bring ing man kind
up out of sin and death, out of igno rance and
super sti tion, and out of unbe lief and deprav ity 
to a truly blessed state of human per fec tion.
The medi a tor will be able to trans form those
evil ten den cies into devo tion to righ teous ness
and will reveal all the even tual bless ings man
received from the per mis sion of evil. Man kind
will appre ci ate what sin truly wrought on the
race, and come into full appre ci a tion of what
the king dom arrange ments of love for all and
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praise of the Father will yield in eter nal bless -
ings. All will become Abra ham’s seed, hav ing 
unwa ver ing faith in the out come of God’s ar -
range ments for the race. If any instance arises
where Jesus’ human expe ri ence might not re -
late to a par tic u lar sit u a tion at hand, he has a
body con sist ing of 144,000 mem bers with a
life time of expe ri ences. Those expe ri ences, both 
of Jesus and his church, will pro vide a sym pa -
thetic response no mat ter what sit u a tion the
world expe ri ences in its devel op ment. Man -
kind will see in this pro cess the need to
destroy in sec ond death the incor ri gi ble, how -
ever few they may be. Although eter nally
grate ful for the work of the medi a tor, man kind 
will none the less look for ward to the day in
which they will be so devel oped in char ac ter
that the medi a tor can step aside, and they will
be able to stand in full expo sure to God’s jus -
tice and still live for ever.

All will be blessed because they will be
 thoroughly acquainted with the exceed ing sin -
ful ness of sin, but no lon ger will ing to con -
sider indulg ing in sin. Love and righ teous ness
will be their only desire. The work of the medi -
a tor will elim i nate the activ i ties and indus tries
driven by sin and those that only exist in a fee -
ble attempt to coun ter act sin’s effects. These
will be replaced with other forms of activ ity

that only build-up and serve man kind and glo -
rify the Father. Not only will the work of the
medi a tor rec on cile dif fer ences between Jew and 
Chris tian, but also between Serbs and Croats,
Sunnis and Shiites, Bud dhists, Hin dus, agnos -
tics, and athe ists, as they learn the ways of the
Lord. Christ Jesus’ love, con cern, and wis dom
obtained through human expe ri ence will over -
come the mis con cep tions, big otry, and prej u -
dice that have caused so much hatred through -
out man kind’s his tory.

Jesus has had many roles through out the
ages, all a result of his total devo tion to the
glo ri fi ca tion of the Father. Each role had dif -
fer ent expe ri ences and a dif fer ent focus on
the work to be accom plished. As each mis -
sion was com pleted suc cess fully he surely
antic i pated mov ing to the next step. Now
one more role, that of medi a tor, remains.
Given his cease less desire to please his
Father, surely Christ is anx ious to see his
work as advo cate com pleted and his work as
medi a tor begin, for it is only when that work
as medi a tor will also be com pleted that the
object of God’s plan will be fully real ized. It
will be then that all cre ation will eter nally
praise the Father and the Medi a tor for what
has been done for them all.
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Kings and Priests

If the church is to reign with Christ, there must be sub jects over which to reign. These sub jects are to
be those liv ing on the earth: “And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on
the earth” (Rev e la tion 5:10). 

Their work is described as not only that of a king, or law maker, but as that of a priest. It is a “royal priest -
hood,” a priest hood “after the order of Melchisedec,” who was both a king and a priest (1 Peter 2:9;
Hebrews 5:10). The priest in ancient Israel was an inter me di ary between God and man. This “royal priest -
hood” is to be a sym pa thetic priest hood. Like their Mas ter, they are to be “touched” with a feel ing of the
infir mi ties of oth ers (Hebrews 4:15). 

It is the plan of God that all men who have ever lived will come back to life on this earth (John 5:28,29).
These will return with the same char ac ter and thoughts they took into the grave and they will need to learn
righ teous ness by pro ceed ing up a “high way of holi ness” (Isa iah 35:8-10). Guides will be needed along the
way to direct their foot steps. This will be the future role of the fol low ers of Christ. 

These will need to under stand both the demands of a holy God and the needs of man. They will need to
have the expe ri ence of temp ta tion in order to “suc cour them that are tempted” (Hebrews 2:18). They must
learn the pri va tions of hard ship to com pre hend oth ers so deprived. To offer true sym pa thy to a world
plagued by dis ease, they must feel the pangs of sick ness. This is the blessed lot of the church of Christ.

—The Her ald of Christ’s King dom, Jan u ary/Feb ru ary 1997.
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PBI NEWS

Date of An nual PBI Meet ing
The an nual meet ing of PBI Mem bers and Di rec tors
will be held on Fri day, July 14, at the Uni ver sity of
Pitts burgh, Johnstown, Penn syl va nia. The Gen eral
Con ven tion of Bi ble Stu dents will be gin on Sat ur -
day, July 15, at the same lo ca tion and end the eve -
ning of July 20. Those who are in ter ested in the
Pas to ral Bi ble In sti tute, whether mem bers or not,
are wel come to at tend this meet ing. Con tact the
 Institute’s sec re tary for ac com mo da tion de tails.

World News

 u  Re li gious
The num ber of Cath o lic priests in the U.S. has
shrunk from 59,000 in 1965 to 43,000 to day, even
though the num ber of Cath o lics has grown. More
than 3,000 U.S. par ishes—27 per cent of the na -
tion’s Cath o lic churches—no lon ger have a full-
time priest in res i dence. And as older priests re tire
or die, the short age is grow ing worse. Law rence
Young, a co-au thor of the book Full Pews and
Empty Al tars pre dicts that the U.S. Cath o lic Church 
will lose an other 16,000 priests by 2015, a de cline
of 45 per cent. “The priest hood is in free fall,” said
Rev. Mark Massa of Fordham Uni ver sity.

—The Week, 11/25/2005

In vast num bers Amer i cans are turn ing away from
tra di tional re li gions. The num ber of Amer i cans who
claim no re li gion has more than dou bled in a de -
cade. More than 27 mil lion adults—nearly one in
seven—re ject all re li gious la bels. Poll ster George
Barna, who works for Chris tian min is tries, es ti -
mates that 20 mil lion Chris tians have largely for -
saken their lo cal church in fa vor of dis cus sion
groups with friends, Bi ble study with col leagues or
spir i tual quest ing on line.

—Los An geles Times, 11/16/2005

Tur key be came the first pre dom i nately Mus lim
coun try to open mem ber ship talks with the Eu ro -
pean Un ion. The ne go ti a tions al most failed be cause 
of con flicts over the is land of Cy prus which is di -
vided on re li gious lines.

—Re li gious Tol er ance.org website, 10/3/2005

In No vem ber 1984, 40 per cent of Amer i cans said
that they be lieved the Bi ble is the ac tual word of
God and is to be taken lit er ally word-for-word; 41
per cent said that the Bi ble is the in spired word of
God but not ev ery thing in it should be taken lit er -
ally. In re sponse to the same ques tions in May,
2005, only 32 per cent an swered af fir ma tively to the 
Bi ble be ing taken lit er ally while 47 per cent said not 
ev ery thing should be taken literally.

—Bi ble Re view, Win ter 2005

A Saudi high school chem is try teacher ac cused of
dis cuss ing re li gion with his stu dents has been sen -
tenced to 750 lashes and 40 months in prison for
blas phemy. Mo ham med Salamah al-Harbi was con -
victed of ques tion ing and rid i cul ing Is lam, dis cuss -
ing the Bi ble and de fend ing Jews, ju di cial officials
said.

—As so ci ated Press, 11/18/2005

 B  So cial
For many peo ple, sci ence has changed what were
once im me di ate death sen tences into chronic dis -
eases. Lives that are lon ger are not nec es sar ily better.
Fewer peo ple may be dy ing from heart at tacks, but
they’re liv ing on in poor health, says Dr. Mark Mo -
nane, a bio tech nol ogy an a lyst at in vest ment bank -
ing firm Needham & Co. In 1900, Amer i cans, male 
and fe male, could ex pect to live to 47.3 years old,
ac cord ing to data from the Na tional Cen ter for
Health Sta tis tics. By 2002, the lat est year for which 
data ex ist, the av er age U.S. life span was 77.3 years.
But max i mum life ex pec tancy is stuck at around
104, Monane says. Our cells will di vide only so
many times. When they stop do ing that, they lose
some of their func tions, as does the whole body.

—In ves tors Busi ness Daily, 10/31/2005

Among the de pleted ranks of po lice de part ments
through out the coun try, it has come to this: des per -
ate want ads of fer ing sign ing bo nuses to new re -
cruits, and cops pay ing other cops to find new
cops. It seems no body wants to be a po lice of fi cer
any more, of fi cials say. In a gen er a tion’s time, the
job of an Amer i can po lice of fi cer, pre vi ously
among the most sought-af ter by peo ple with lit tle
col lege back ground, has be come one that in many
com mu ni ties now goes beg ging. The re sult ing
short age of new of fi cers is the top con cern among
is sues fac ing law en force ment across the coun try.

—The New York Times, 12/28/2005
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Eight mil lion peo ple die ev ery year be cause they
are too poor to stay alive.

—Time, 12/26/2005

Im prove ment in the over all health of Amer i cans
has stalled in the last five years as more peo ple be -
came obese and fewer quit smok ing. The Amer ica’s 
Health Rank ings re port, is sued at the Amer i can
Pub lic Health As so ci a tion’s an nual meet ing,
showed that 23.1 per cent of the U.S. pop u la tion is
now con sid ered obese, more than twice the level in
1990. To bacco use re mains the big gest pre vent able
cause of pre ma ture death in the United States, re -
sult ing in some 440,000 deaths from a va ri ety of
dis eases each year, the re port said. The re port was
pro duced by the APHA, which rep re sents pub lic
health pro fes sion als, along with the United Health
Foun da tion and the Part ner ship for Pre ven tion.

—Reuters, 12/12/2005

The global fer til ity rate now stands at 2.9 chil dren
for ev ery woman of child-bear ing age—a de crease
of nearly 50 per cent since 1972. Ac cord ing to the
lat est U.N. pro jec tions, the world’s fer til ity rate will 
fall be low “re place ment” lev els by 2045, mean ing
that the hu man pop u la tion will start shrink ing.
Some 60 coun tries are now op er at ing  below re -
place ment lev els. “Never in the last 650 years,
since the time of the Black Plague,” said so ci ol o -
gist Ben Wattenberg, “have birth and fer til ity rates
fallen so far, so fast, so low, for so long, in so many 
places.”

—The Week, 11/18/2005

Teh ran’s thick en ing smog clouds are bring ing the
Ira nian cap i tal to a stand still.  The gov ern ment shut 
down the city for two days [in De cem ber] as pol lu -
tion reached 13 times the level of Lon don. The
smog has cloaked the top floors of build ings such
as the 435-me ter [1,400 foot] Milad com mu ni ca -
tions tower for more than a week. “They’ve taken
the sky away from us,” Majid Mokhtari, a lung spe -
cial ist, said in an in ter view. “Teh ran was de signed
for max i mum five mil lion peo ple, not twelve.”
Most of the city’s two mil lion cars are di lap i dated
and dam age the en vi ron ment. Emer gency mea sures 
in clud ing school clo sures and driv ing bans on some 
days aren’t working, residents say.

—Bloomberg News, 12/29/2005

Forty-nine peo ple have been in dicted in a scheme
that bilked thou sands of dol lars from a Red Cross
fund des ig nated for Hur ri cane Ka trina vic tims, fed -
eral au thor i ties said Tues day. At least 14 sus pects
worked at a Red Cross call cen ter in Bak ers field
[Cal i for nia] and are ac cused of help ing fam ily and
friends file false claims for aid money. The Bak ers -
field site is the larg est of three Red Cross cen ters

set up to han dle hur ri cane calls. Of fi cials with the
com pany which op er ates the call cen ter said the
com pany did n’t have time to run back ground checks
on its 1,200 work ers.

—As so ci ated Press, 12/27/2005

Two days be fore the end of 2005 there have been
34 fa tal ac ci dents, com pared with 28 in the whole
of 2004, and the num ber of fa tal i ties is 1,050 com -
pared with only 466 [in 2004]. Af ri can air lines had
an other bad year, suf fer ing 12 fa tal ac ci dents, with
the Dem o cratic Re pub lic of Congo, Ni ge ria and
Su dan all see ing mul ti ple ac ci dents. There were no
fa tal ac ci dents in volv ing any of the world's major
airlines.

—FlightInternational.com, 12/29/2005

 G  Po lit i cal
Zim ba bwe is a coun try in ru ins; its peo ple are des -
ti tute. The un em ploy ment rate is more than 70 per -
cent and the an nual in fla tion rate is more than 500
per cent. Since 1998, an nual for eign in vest ment in -
flows have dropped from $436 mil lion to less than
$5 mil lion. The ru ral pop u la tion suf fers from
 increasing star va tion, which is now be ing ex ac er -
bated by the in flux of peo ple dis placed from the
town ships. Nearly 40 per cent of Zimbabweans are
mal nour ished, with 70 per cent of the pop u la tion
liv ing be low the pov erty line of $1 a day. In the
span of only 15 years, the av er age life ex pec tancy
has de clined from 60 years to 30 years. 

—In ter na tional Her ald Tri bune, 12/27/2005

Mahmoud Ahmadi-Nejad, Iran’s pres i dent, said Is -
rae lis want ing a Jew ish state should es tab lish one
in Eu rope, rather than the Mid dle East. In the same
speech, he at tacked Eu rope for pros e cut ing doubt -
ers of the mass kill ings of Jews by the Na zis dur ing 
the sec ond world war. Mr. Ahmadi-Nejad’s com -
ments fol low wide spread in ter na tional out cry af ter
he called in Oc to ber for Is rael to be “wiped from
the map.” Iran is call ing for a ref er en dum of all
pres ent and past cit i zens of his toric Pal es tine—Is -
rael, the West Bank and Gaza—to determine its
future.

—Fi nan cial Times, 9/9/2005

Eighty-nine of the world’s 192 na tions are now
con sid ered “free,” ac cord ing to Free dom House’s
an nual sur vey of world gov ern ments. That’s way
up from 76 a de cade ago, and a mere 40 coun tries
as re cently as 1975. In ad di tion, 122 na tions now
qual ify as elec toral de moc ra cies, up from 119 in
2004 and 76 in 1990. In fact, the world has more
de moc ra cies to day than at any time in his tory, de -
spite a steady drum beat of seem ingly hor ri ble news.

—In ves tors’ Busi ness Daily, 12/22/2005
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More than 2,000 com pa nies paid about $1.8 bil lion
in il licit kick backs and sur charges to Saddam Hus -
sein’s gov ern ment through ex ten sive ma nip u la tion
of the U.N. oil-for-food pro gram in Iraq, ac cord ing
to key find ings of a U.N.-backed in ves ti ga tion. The 
re port in di cates that about half the 4,500 com pa nies 
do ing busi ness with Iraq paid il le gal sur charges on
oil pur chases or kick backs on con tracts to sup ply
hu man i tar ian goods. The in ves ti ga tors re ported that 
com pa nies and in di vid u als from 66 coun tries paid
il le gal kick backs through a va ri ety of de vices while 
those pay ing il le gal oil sur charges came from, or
were reg is tered in, 40 coun tries. The oil-for-food
pro gram was one of the world’s largest hu man i tar -
ian aid operations, running from 1996-2003.

—As so ci ated Press, 10/27/2005

A year af ter a tsu nami rav aged the shores of South
and South east Asia, kill ing more than 180,000 peo -
ple and wip ing away en tire vil lages, re build ing is
lag ging in many ar eas, leav ing tens of thou sands
with out homes and bil lions of dol lars in do na tions
un spent. In In do ne sia and Sri Lanka, less than a
fifth of the homes that were de stroyed have been
re built. Only a small slice of the more than $13 bil -
lion pledged by for eign gov ern ments, in ter na tional
aid agen cies, pri vate do nors and oth ers has been
spent. Even where pro jects are go ing for ward, re -
lief work ers have faced a be wil der ing ar ray of lo -
gis ti cal prob lems, in clud ing a lack of clear land ti -
tles, ru ined roads, a short age of build ing ma te ri als
and skilled labor, and the sheer remoteness of many 
in need.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 12/19/2005

US plan ning for Cuba’s tran si tion af ter the de mise
of Fi del Cas tro has en tered a new stage, with a spe -
cial of fice for re con struc tion in side the US State
De part ment pre par ing for the “day af ter”, when
Wash ing ton will try to back a dem o cratic gov ern -
ment in Ha vana. Ev ery six months, the Na tional In -
tel li gence Coun cil re vises a se cret watch list of 25
coun tries in which in sta bil ity could re quire US in -
ter ven tion. The re con struc tion of fice was fo cused
on Su dan, Haiti, Congo and Ne pal. In a con tro ver -
sial move, Cuba was added to the list. 

—Fi nan cial Times, 11/1/2005

�Fi nan cial
There’s an un prec e dented wave of cap i tal flow ing
around the world, with all of its own ers anx iously
search ing for a better re turn. World pen sion, in sur -
ance and mu tual funds have $46 tril lion at their dis -
posal, up al most a third from 2000. In the same
 period global cen tral-bank re serves have dou bled to 
$4 tril lion, and other gauges of avail able cap i tal

have risen as well. For good mea sure, many in ves -
tors use to day’s low in ter est rates to bor row money
to am plify their bets. This “le ver age,” in ef fect,
thus en larges the al ready over flow ing pool of in -
vest ment cap i tal. As these mar kets draw more in -
ves tors, whose buy ing pushes up their price, pros -
pects rise that a reversal could cause widespread
pain.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 11/3/2005

The num ber of work stop pages in the U.S., in clud -
ing strikes by un ions and man age ment-spon sored
lock outs, is on the up swing as ten sions rise be -
tween work ers and com pa nies that are seek ing to
cut wages and ben e fits. Ac cord ing to the Bu reau of 
Na tional Af fairs Inc., a Wash ing ton, D.C. pub lisher 
of le gal and reg u la tory in for ma tion, work stop -
pages are up 14% in 2005. The re cent up swing is
“a sign of frus tra tion, al most to the point of des per -
a tion,” says Prof. Chaison of Clark Uni ver sity. “For 
many work ers there’s no al ter na tive. They feel that
they were badly beaten up in past ne go ti a tions or
that companies are making tremendous demands on 
them.”

—Wall Street Jour nal, 11/16/2005

 Y  Is rael
More than 60 peo ple in need of heart trans plants or
ma jor sur gery have been treated us ing a new pro ce -
dure pat ented by TheraVitae, a pri vately owned
com pany in Is rael. [Al though 60 is] a small num ber,
the re sults are none the less stun ning: all of them im -
proved. The treat ment re pairs dam aged or in ac tive
heart tis sue us ing adult stem cells har vested from the 
pa tient’s blood and pro cessed out side the body by
mim ick ing the body’s en vi ron ment. The pro ce dure
takes about a week, in clud ing the time needed to fly
the blood to TheraVitae’s lab o ra to ries in Is rael. The
re sult ing prod uct is then in jected into the pa tient’s
heart where it ap pears to trig ger the body’s nat u ral
heal ing mech a nisms, help ing the heart tis sue re cover 
some of its func tion.

—TIME, 12/12/2005

Is rael’s high-tech sec tor is hav ing its best year since
the dot-com im plo sion in 2000. The Intel Cor po ra -
tion, the world’s larg est chip maker, an nounced
that it would in vest $3.5 bil lion to build a new
plant, ad ja cent to an ex ist ing one that makes Pen -
tium 4 chips, at an in dus trial park in south ern Is -
rael, which has long strug gled eco nom i cally de spite 
the money poured into it. The high-tech sec tor gen -
er ates more than $13 bil lion of an nual ex ports, or
about 40 per cent of Is rael’s to tal ex ports, ac cord ing 
to gov ern ment fig ures.

—The New York Times, 12/19/2005
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Two Is raeli med i cal in no va tions have been cleared
by the Amer i can FDA and will soon be avail able on 
the global mar ket. One im proves la ser eye sur gery
and the other sim pli fies re mov ing tu mors. Oph thal -
mol o gists can use the new la ser to treat sev eral ret i -
nal con di tions that can lead to vi sion loss and blind -
ness—in clud ing proliferative di a betic retinopathy,
ret i nal tears and de tach ment, pre ma ture retino pathy,
and ret i nal vein oc clu sion. An other Is raeli com pany 
has an nounced ap proval for a de vice crit i cal to the
treat ment of breast fibroadenoma. The pro ce dure
in volves the ap pli ca tion of sub-zero tem per a tures to 
freeze the tu mors, us ing nee dles ca pa ble of cre at ing 
ice-balls of di verse sizes and shapes to match the
shape of the tu mor ex actly. 

—Arutz 7, 12/1/2005

With the ex pected exit from pol i tics of Ariel
Sharon, just over a year af ter the death of Yassir
Arafat, a gen er a tional shift in power across the mid -
dle East is al most com plete. In the broader Mid dle
East, Mr. Sharon is among the last of the tow er ing
and con tro ver sial fig ures whose ca reers were de -
fined largely by the Arab-Is raeli strug gles. Over the 
past six years, the re gion has lost Hafez al-Assad,
Saddam Hussein, and King Fahd in Abdelaziz of
Saudi Ara bia. With King Hussein of Jor dan long
gone, Hosni Mubarak, the Egyp tian pres i dent is the 
only leader from the old guard to still be in power.
The re draw ing of Is rael’s po lit i cal map is only now
be gin ning.

—Fi nan cial Times, 1/10/2006

Ar chae ol ogy and the Bi ble
These find ings link  the Bi ble and the land of Is rael.
While not sur pris ing to Bi ble Stu dents, these re in -
force Is rael’s right to claim the land with sec u lar
au thor i ties and anti-Is rael pro po nents who claim
they have no his tory there.

Bethsaida—the home of An drew and Pe ter (John
1:44) and the place where Je sus cured a blind man
(Mark 8:22-25) and fed the mul ti tude (Luke 9:10-
15). Ver i fi ca tion of the city ex ist ing in the first cen -
tury was dis cov ered in 1987 with a Hel le nis tic and
Roman-era res i den tial quar ter, and the larg est and
best-re served city gate yet dis cov ered in Is rael.

Dan—the “House of Da vid” in scrip tion con tains
the only men tion of Da vid and his dy nasty known
out side the Bi ble; it was dis cov ered at the foot of
Mt. Hermon.

Dor—men tioned as the lo ca tion of one of Solo -
mon’s twelve dis trict gov er nors (1 Kings 4:7-8,11).
Lo cated 15 miles south of Haifa, the ex ca va tion has 
un cov ered gates, walls and mon u men tal build ings
and Hel le nis tic-Ro man com plexes and tem ples.

Hazor—the head of the Canaanite king doms ac -
cord ing to Joshua 11:10. Joshua burned it to the
ground (11:13). Hazor lies 20 miles north of the
Sea of Gal i lee and has been dis cov ered to have an
up per mound and a lower city. Ex ca va tions have
re vealed 22 strata of oc cu pa tion with the ear li est
dat ing to the 18th cen tury B.C.

Hip pos/Sussita—men tioned in both Mat thew and
Mark. Ex ca va tions in di cate an im por tant Ro man-
era town with tem ples, baths, a sa cred en clo sure
and a main east-west street.

Megiddo—men tioned in Rev. 16:16. Re cently named
a World Her i tage Site by UNESCO, ex ca va tions
have found more than six mil len nia of his tory bur -
ied in the rem nants of more than 30 dif fer ent set tle -
ments.

Ramat Ra chel—Finds have in cluded seal im pres -
sions from the reign of King He ze kiah.

Tell Es-Safi/Gath—men tioned in 1 Sam uel 5:3-9
as the Philistine city des ti na tion of the cap tured Ark
of the Cov e nant. Last sum mer ex ca va tors un cov -
ered what might be the old est Philistine in scrip tion.

Tamar—listed as one of the bound aries of Is rael in 
Ezekiel 47:13,19. More than 25,000 ob jects rang -
ing from the First Tem ple pe riod to the early Arab
pe riod have been un cov ered.

Tiberi as—John 21:1. Ex ca va tions have so far un -
earthed a ba sil ica, a main street, a cov ered ba zaar, a 
bath house and streets, shops and a the ater.

Yotvata—one of the places Is rael wan dered to dur -
ing their 40-year jour ney, men tioned in Deut. 10:7.
The mod ern site is 28 miles north of Eilat. Last
year a pre vi ously un known oc cu pa tion level was
dis cov ered.

Zayit—men tioned in 2 Kings 12:17,18 as the site
of an in va sion by the Ara mean King Hazael. It is
lo cated ap prox i mately 25 miles east of Ashkelon.
So far dis cov er ies in clude a large Egyp tian pub lic
build ing and two de struc tion lev els, one dat ing to
the 13th cen tury B.C. and the other to the ninth cen -
tury B.C., con sis tent with the pe riod of the Judges.

—Bib li cal Ar chae ol ogy Re view, Jan u ary/Feb ru ary 2006

News & Views is ed ited by Len Griehs. Items of in ter est may be sent to him at
1425  Lachman Lane, Pa cific Pal i sades CA 90272, or via e-mail (Griehs@comcast.net).
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Con ven tion An nounce ments
In qui ries should be sent to the in di vid u als listed be low.

Mar. 4-6—Florida Con ven tion
Clar ion Ho tel, 3835 Mc Coy Rd.,
Or lando FL. Bob Good man 
407.695.6815.
� goodmanrc@earthlink.net

Mar. 11, 12—New Orleans LA. 
Hilton Gar den Inn, 3330 Har ding
Blvd., Ba ton Rouge LA 70807.
Mi chael Costelli, 228.861.2822.
� mi chael@simpkins-costelli.com

Mar. 19—De troit MI. 
North west YWCA, Grand River at
Beech Daly, Redford MI. 
Frank Nemesh 248.649.6588. 
� NemeshF@aol.com

Mar. 19—New York NY.
Wellesley Inn, Fairfield NJ. 
Deanna Gorecki 845.642.9337.
� Bobgorecki@aol.com

Mar. 31–Apr. 2—Fresno CA.
Best West ern Gar den Court Inn,
2141 No. Park way, Fresno CA.
Bob Wil son 559.255.2241. 
� bobjinny@sbcglobal.net

Apr. 1, 2—Co lum bus OH.
Res ur rec tion Church Ban quet Fa -
cil ity, 6300 E. Dub lin-Granville
Road, New Al bany OH 43054.
Todd Al ex an der 614.519.8282.
� toddnalex@aol.com

Apr. 7-9—De troit MI. 
Macomb Com mu nity Col lege, 14500
12-Mile Road, War ren MI. 
Frank Nemesh 248.649.6588.
� NemeshF@aol.com

V Apr. 11 [Tues day]—Me mo rial

Apr. 14-16—Al bu quer que NM.
Wyndham Ho tel, 2910 Yale Blvd
SE, Al bu quer que NM. 
Sandi Thomassen 505.268.8170.
� srbt@juno.com

Apr. 28-30—Boise ID.
Owyhee Plaza Ho tel, 1109 Main
St., Boise ID. D. Allers
208.375.6873.
� Donnallan@aol.com

May 26-29—Los An geles CA.
Chap man Uni ver sity, Or ange CA. 
Rich ard Bieniak 949.457.0894.
� rjbieniak@aol.com

May 27-29—Chi cago IL.
Lo ca tion TBD. 
Roberta Tabac 630.231.1874. 
� rctabac@flash.net

June 16-18—Port land OR.
Ramada Inn, 6221 NE 82nd
Ave., Port land OR. Jerry Black
503.659.6930. 
� gbblack@pcez.com

June 25—De troit MI.
North west YWCA, Grand River at
Beech Daly, Redford MI. Norm
Zendler 248.399.8843. 
� NGZendler@wowway.com

July 15-20—Gen eral Con ven tion 
Univ. of Pitts burgh, Johnstown PA. 
Mi chael Nekora 310.454.5248.
� nekora@aol.com

Aug. 6-11—In ter na tional Conv. 
Nowy Sacz, Po land. Tom Mach -
acek 219.662.8107 (Int’l. Youth
sem i nar fol lows in Baia Mare,
Ro ma nia, Aug. 14-18.)
� tommach@aol.com

Aug. 18-20—Port land OR.
Col lins Re treat Cen ter, 32867 SE
High way 211, Ea gle Creek OR.
Robyn Hack 503.682.9016
� Hack@easystreet.com

Sept. 2, 3—Jack son MI.
FaHoLo Camp & Conf. Cen ter,
3000 Mt. Hope Rd., Grass Lake
MI 49240. Mrs. Ray Lumley
517.782.7252. 
� Lumley@aol.com

Sept. 2, 3—New York NY.
Wellesley Inn, Two Bridges Road 
at Exit 52 (Route 80), Fairfield
NJ. Debra Szybinski 
212.998.2095. � ds2@nyu.edu

En tered Into Rest
Zaharia Chiorean, Ro ma nia

Ed Pascal, North Carolina

Vassilia Polychronis, 
New Hamp shire

Ros a lind Rosswick, Ohio

Mickael Rozwarski, Texas

Kaz Szarkowicz, Can ada

Anna Tsimonis, Con nect i cut

Janine Zbik, Mich i gan
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