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 Ed i to rial Com mit tee
This jour nal is su per vised by an
 editorial com mit tee of five, at least
three of whom have ap proved for
pub li ca tion each ar ti cle ap pear ing
in these col umns. While re spon si ble
for ar ti cles pub lished, the com mit tee 
does not en dorse ev ery ex pres sion
herein. The pres ent ed i tors are: Carl
Hagen sick, Homer Montague, Mi -
chael Nekora, James Par kin son, and
Da vid Rice.
   The com mit tee and the di rec tors
agree that the jour nal’s value to its
read ers is de pend ent upon contrib -
utors be ing free to pres ent their
thoughts, pro vided such are gen er -
ally in har mony with our char tered
char ac ter and pur pose for the dis -
sem i na tion of Bi ble truths. An nual
sub scrip tion price is $5.00. This
jour nal will be sup plied free upon
writ ten re quest.

To Us the Scrip tures Clearly Teach
w That the Church is the “tem ple of the liv ing God”—pe cu liarly “his work man -

ship”; that its con struc tion has been in prog ress through out the Gos pel age —ever
since Christ be came the world’s Re deemer and the chief “cor ner stone” of this
tem ple, through which, when fin ished, God’s bless ings shall come “to all peo ple”
and they find ac cess to him (1 Co rin thi ans 3:16,17; Ephe sians 2:20-22; Gen e sis
28:14; Galatians 3:29).

w That mean time the chis el ing, shap ing, and pol ish ing of con se crated be liev ers in
Christ’s atone ment for sin pro gresses and when the last of these “liv ing stones,”
“elect and pre cious,” shall have been made ready, the great Mas ter Work man will
bring all to gether in the first res ur rec tion; and the tem ple shall be filled with his
glory and be the meet ing place be tween God and men through out the Mil len nium
(1 Pe ter 2:4-9; Rev e la tion 15:5-8).

w That the ba sis of hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact that “Je sus
Christ by the grace of God tasted death for ev ery man,” “a ran som for all,” and
will be “the true light which lighteth ev ery man that com eth into the world” “in due 
time” (He brews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim o thy 2:5,6).

w That the hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,”
be “a par taker of the di vine na ture,” and share his glory as his joint-heir (1 John
3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Pe ter 1:4).

w That the pres ent mis sion of the Church is the per fect ing of the saints for the fu ture
work of ser vice; to de velop in her self ev ery grace; to be God’s wit ness to the world;
and to pre pare to be kings and priests in the next age (Ephe sians 4:12; Mat thew
24:14; Rev e la tion 1:6, 20:6).

w That the hope for the world lies in the bless ings of knowl edge and op por tu nity to
be brought to all by Christ’s mil len nial king dom—the res ti tu tion of all that was lost 
in Adam, to all the will ing and obe di ent, at the hands of their Re deemer and his
glo ri fied church—when all the will fully wicked will be de stroyed (Acts 3:19-23;
Isa iah 35).

This Jour nal and Its Mis sion
Char tered in 1918, the Pas to ral Bible Insti tute, Inc. was formed for the pro mo tion
of Chris tian knowl edge. Its jour nal, The Her ald of Christ’s King dom, stands
firmly for the defense of the only true foun da tion of the Chris tian’s hope now being
so gen er ally repu di ated—redemp tion through the pre cious blood (1 Peter 1:19) of 
“the man Christ Jesus, who gave him self a ran som [a cor re spond ing price, a sub sti -
tute] for all” (1 Tim o thy 2:6). Build ing upon this sure foun da tion the gold, sil ver,
and pre cious stones of the Word of God (1 Corin thi ans 3:11-15; 2 Peter 1:5-11), 
its fur ther mis sion is “to make all see what is the fel low ship of the mys tery, which
… has been hid in God … to the intent that now … might be [made] known by
the church the man i fold wis dom of God”—“which in other ages was not made
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed” (Ephe sians 3:5-10).

It stands free from all par ties, sects, and creeds of men, while it seeks more and
more to bring its every utter ance into full est sub jec tion to the will of God in Christ,
as expressed in the holy Scrip tures. It is thus free to declare boldly what so ever the 
Lord hath spo ken—accord ing to the Divine wis dom granted unto us to under -
stand. Its atti tude is not dog matic, but con fi dent; for we know whereof we affirm,
tread ing with implicit faith upon the sure prom ises of God. It is held as a trust to be
used in his ser vice; hence our deci sions rel a tive to what may or may not appear in its
col umns must be accord ing to our judg ment of his good plea sure, the teach ing of his
Word, for the upbuilding of his peo ple in grace and knowl edge. We not only invite,
we urge our read ers to prove all its utter ances by the infal li ble Word, to which ref er -
ence is con stantly made to facil i tate such test ing.
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Ex o dus

In the Beginning

Is rael’s sta tus as a cov e nant peo ple of God
can be traced to the prom ises of God to
Abra ham, Isaac, and Ja cob. But fol low ing

the death of Ja cob nearly two cen tu ries passed
be fore God ap peared to Mo ses to de liver Is rael 
from Egypt. There af ter the Is ra el ites would
meet God at Mount Si nai and re ceive their
 divinely-given law. This would guide them
through the cen tu ries un til the ap pear ance of
Je sus, their Mes siah, a mil len nium and a half
from the days of Mo ses. This mo men tous turn -
ing point in the his tory of Is rael is the sub ject of 
the Book of Ex o dus.

Through out this book the expe ri ences of
Moses, God’s cho sen leader for Israel, are at
the cen ter of atten tion. In this we see a fore -
gleam of our greater deliv erer, Jesus of Naz a -
reth, God’s cho sen leader to deliver the saints
dur ing this Gos pel age, and the world dur ing
the approach ing king dom.

The open ing arti cle, 120 Years, con sid ers
the life of Israel’s deliv erer, Moses, not ing that
his one hun dred twenty years breaks into three
dis tinct peri ods of forty years, each with a dif -
fer ent pur pose and a dif fer ent mean ing. The
arti cle also con sid ers the char ac ter of Moses,
and notes sim i lar fea tures which we are called
to develop as fol low ers of the “greater than
Moses.”

Seven Ascents is a de tailed look at the seven 
times Moses ascended Mount Sinai on the
occa sion of the giv ing of the Law. This helps
us grasp the flow of events dur ing this many-
week epi sode, which in cluded won der ful, awe-
inspir ing scenes that in duced Israel’s rev er ent
wor ship, fol lowed by a brief period of apos tasy
and judg ment, then repen tance.

Descend ing in Glory con sid ers the last
momen tous descent of Moses with his face
beam ing with glory, giv ing to Israel the sec ond
set of tab lets of the law, and the var i ous spir i -
tual les sons which are therein con tained. The
Faces of God explains the inter ac tion of God
with Moses and Israel through their expe ri -
ences at the holy mount.

Israel’s Guid ing Light dis cusses the cloud by
which God’s pres ence was man i fest to the Isra -

el ites, from early in their flight from Pha raoh,
through their years of fol low ing the lead ing of
God. 

Finally, The Book of Exo dus sum ma rizes
the nar ra tives in this impor tant book, extract ing 
a vari ety of les sons use ful for us as spiritual
Israel, fol low ing the lead ing and instruc tion of
Jeho vah. May the les sons of this sec ond book
of Moses prove instruc tive, help ful, and en -
cour ag ing in our Chris tian walk.
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Three Stages, Three Les sons

120 Years
Moses was a hun dred and twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor
his strength gone.—Deu ter on omy 34:7, NIV

Brad Bach

Some may wince when they read that
Mo ses lived to be one hun dred twenty
years of age, and find even more in cred -

i ble the ages of those whose lives are re corded
as much lon ger spans, such as Adam at 930
years or Me thu se lah, the lon gest earthly life re -
corded at an amaz ing 969 years. The Bi ble,
how ever, speaks of man be ing formed by God
in a state of per fect stat ure phys i cally, from
which he has grad u ally slipped, lead ing to the
short ened life span of sub se quent gen er a tions.
This con flicts with the Dar win ian the ory that
man is on an ever up ward as cent from a lower
or gan ism to a higher.

Moses’ life of one hun dred twenty years is
divided into three forty-year peri ods. These are 
mentioned in Acts 7:22-23, 29-30, and 34-
36.

The Broad Les son

A won der ful les son can be observed that
aligns with the forty-year reigns of kings Saul,
David, and Sol o mon. These three forty-year
reigns, like Moses’ three for ties, typ i fied three
time peri ods: the Jew ish age, the Gos pel age,
and the Mil len nial age.

In the first age, the Jews as sla ves in Egypt
were a pic ture of fleshly Israel in bond age
under the task mas ter of the Law (Galatians
4:21-25). When Moses appeared on the scene 
to act as their deliv erer, he was rejected. Moses 
here is clearly a type of Jesus at his first advent
when he appeared as the Jew ish mes siah, deliv -
erer, and was rejected and put upon the cross
(Luke 9:22), bring ing the Jew ish age to a
close.

The sec ond forty found Moses in Midian as 
a type of Christ dur ing the Gos pel age, tend ing 
his flock (the church) and rais ing his two sons,
sym bolic of the faith ful church and the great
com pany. At the end of this period, rep re sent -
ing the end of the Gos pel age when the church
is com plete, God directed Moses to return to

Egypt to deliver his breth ren. God’s word tells
us that Jesus as an antitype will reveal him self a 
sec ond time to nat u ral Israel (Zech a riah 14:1-
3), and this time the Jews indeed will receive
him as described in Zech a riah 12:10.

In the third forty we find Moses in the wil -
der ness of Sinai act ing as a medi a tor between
God and Israel. What a won der ful illus tra tion
of the Mil len nial age work of The Christ stand -
ing as a medi a tor between God and nat u ral
Israel, and by exten sion all man kind. At the
close of that period of forty years Moses died at 
the age of one hun dred twenty years, pic tur ing
the end of the work of Christ as medi a tor at the 
end of the Mil len nial age. Christ will then step
aside, allow ing devoted man kind to enter into a 
direct cov e nant rela tion ship with God (1 Cor -
in thi ans 15:24-28). Moses never crossed the
Jor dan with Israel; like wise the greater-than-
Moses deliv erer, The Christ head and body,
will watch from on high as the human fam ily
crosses their “Jor dan” with out a medi a tor, pass -
ing the test of the lit tle sea son. By their own
righ teous works they will attain ever last ing life
in the land of prom ise (Jer e miah 31:29,30;
Rev e la tion 20:13).

The dura tion of three equal forty-year peri -
ods is strik ing and should pique our inter est.
Those famil iar with the Bible rec og nize that
num bers often carry sig nif i cance. In the case of
the num ber forty there is good evi dence that it
sig ni fies a period of devel op ment, test ing, or
trial. And so it is fit ting that each forty-year
period of Moses’ life pre sented him with spe -
cific expe ri ences con clud ing with a trial.

Fa vored Forty Years—Tak ing God’s
Per spec tive

When the infant Moses was placed in the
river, his sis ter Mir iam waited nearby, eager to 
assist God’s work, and offered the daugh ter of 
Pha raoh the ser vice of a Hebrew nurse (Exo -
dus 2:7). Thus the baby could be cared for
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until he was grown, prob a bly to the age of
seven years before he finally left the care of
his nat u ral par ents. Dur ing this stage of life
Moses was loved, nur tured, and instructed in
his mother’s faith con cern ing the prom ises that 
God had made to Abra ham, Isaac, and Jacob.

But there was another that claimed Moses
as her son. Some trans late the name Moses to
mean “born from the water,” sup pos ing that
the prin cess meant to sig nify that she had mys -
ti cally born Moses as her son, born him from
the water. She would have pro vided Moses all
that this world could offer and would have
thor oughly edu cated him in Egyp tian thought.
It is most tell ing that Moses could pass through 
those many years of life in Pharaoh’s pal ace
with its allure ments and phi los o phies, and yet
main tain an uncom pro mis ing faith in the prom -
ise that God had made to his fathers.

The First Great Test

At forty years Moses real ized that he had to
make a choice. He knew who he was and
where he came from. Would he quench the
spirit of the Lord that lived in him from his
youth? Would he silence the inner voice that
spoke to him of higher, eter nal long ings, and
try to sat isfy him self with the dis trac tions of
worldly advan tage? 

Had Moses been a man of lesser char ac ter
he might well have sim ply advanced his own
inter ests in what ever Egypt could offer, the best 
of life under his highly favored cir cum stances.
But this was not to be: “By faith Moses, when
he was come to years, refused to be called the
son of Pha raoh’s daugh ter; choos ing rather to
suf fer afflic tion with the peo ple of God, than to 
enjoy the plea sures of sin for a sea son; esteem -
ing the reproach of Christ greater riches than
the trea sures in Egypt” (Hebrews 11:24-26).1

Thus the first forty years of life brought
Moses many expe ri ences and many choices,
and then the test. Had Moses been unable to
deny him self the temp ta tions open before him
of sat is fy ing his own fleshly nature, then he

surely would have lost the oppor tu nity to be a
ser vant of God in any mean ing ful capac ity.
Moses prop erly weighed the tem po ral nature
of this life and the eter nal pros pects that were
prom ised by God to his fore fa thers. He was a
man pos sessed of the kind of faith that enabled
him to look out beyond the bound aries of this
life. Moses did make the higher choice, cast ing
his lot with the peo ple of his God. How ever, in 
his rel a tive youth he acted rashly, step ping out
on his own impulses, which resulted in hav ing
to flee for his life instead of delivering his
people.

Com par a tive Les sons for Us

We, as dis ci ples of Christ, must live by this
same stan dard of faith, look ing beyond the
brev ity of this life. Like Moses we must be
able to deny self and sever attach ments that
may lead to pres ent earthly gain for the priv i -
lege of future ser vice to God. Some one once
wrote, “You will not be in heaven two sec onds 
before you cry out, ‘Why did I place so much
impor tance on things that were so tem po rary?
What was I think ing.’ ” In other words we must
be able to think long term.

Moses was of a favored class of peo ple,
hand-selected for God’s ser vice. He was born a 
slave in Egypt, con demned to death by the
Pha raoh along with the other first born males,
snatched out of the Nile where by faith he was
laid by the hand of his mother, drawn out of a
cer tain grave to rise not only to the courts of
Pha raoh, but into the pres ence of the I AM, the 
cre ator of all that exists in the uni verse. In like
man ner the young shep herd David was ele -
vated to become a king, the fish er men of Gal i -
lee became apos tles, and Jesus the assumed
son of a car pen ter from Naz a reth became the
Anointed. All were raised up from the hum -
blest of begin nings from the world’s stand point.

What then of us? Is it not God’s elec tion
that brings any of his cre ated beings to a place
of spe cial ser vice? As Moses was in Egypt, we
have been placed in a highly favored con di tion
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1. Con sider the term Christ in verse 26, “Con sid er ing the reproach of Christ greater riches than the trea sures 
of Egypt; for he was look ing to the reward” (NASB). We view this as sug ges tive of any one sep a rated for
God’s ser vice and not that this ref er ence is spe cific to Jesus as “the Christ.” Vine’s Expos i tory Dic tio nary of 
Bib li cal Words states: “Christos, 5547, ‘anointed,’ trans lates, in the Sep tu a gint, the word ‘Mes siah,’ a
term applied to the priests who were anointed with the holy oil, par tic u larly the high priest, e.g., Levit i cus
4:3,5,16. The proph ets are called hoi christoi Theou, ‘the anointed of God,’ Psalm 105:15. A king of
Israel was described upon occa sion as christos tou Kuriou, ‘the anointed of the Lord,’ 1 Sam uel 2:10,35; 2 
Sam uel 1:14; Psalm 2:2; 18:50; Habakkuk 3:13; the term is used even of Cyrus, Isa iah 45:1. The title ho 
Christos, ‘the Christ,’ is not used of Christ in the Sep tu a gint ver sion of the inspired books of the OT.”



to be instructed and receive a great edu ca tion,
observ ing the ways of this world, and at the
same time learn ing of God’s deal ings with
man kind. But like Moses, we must rec og nize
that the favors we have been given are not
for self-ele va tion and ben e fit. Rather, they are
given to edu cate us, to pre pare us to be
 members of the anti typ i cal Moses, the Christ
deliv erer.

Just as Paul was a “cho sen ves sel,” so
Moses and all of the elect are retained to fur -
ther God’s plans, designed to bring all of his
cre ation into per fect and age-last ing har mony
with him self.

Oddly, at the cru cial point of his first test
when Moses decided on his own to free the
Hebrew slaves from their Egyp tian task mas -
ters, he spoke to the peo ple directly and was
even so bold as to slay one of the Egyp tian
guards. This hardly seems like the actions of
one that would come to be known as “very
meek, above all the men which were upon the
face of the earth” (Num bers 12:3).

Forty Years Teaches 
Meekness and Patience

Of course “meek” does not mean “weak.” Yet 
undoubt edly it was dur ing the next phase of
Moses’ life, in the land of Midian, that he
learned to be the meek man that he was later
noted for being. Fairly lit tle is recorded about
this period of Moses’ life as a shep herd, but
we see that at its begin ning Moses, the man of 
Egypt, “stood up” and “deliv ered” the daugh -
ters of Reuel that they might water their
flocks. Are these the actions of one known as
meek? It is not dif fi cult to imag ine, how ever,
that a trans for ma tion took place dur ing these
next forty years as he lived the secluded life of
a shep herd car ing for his flock. Moses must
have thought, dur ing moments of sol i tude, that 
God is the shep herd of Israel, yet the peo ple
are in bond age. “Why is this, Lord?” he
might won der.

Meek ness resulted from years of learn ing
patience, wait ing for God to direct the affairs
of his peo ple. We recall the results when
Moses first decided to act on his own deci sion
to lead Israel. In like man ner many Chris tians,
upon mak ing the deci sion to give their life
to serve God, have had this same enthu si as tic
response, yet most come to find that their
 novice efforts to con vert oth ers are met with
rejec tion, just as with Moses. We remem ber

that Paul decided that an Ara bian expe ri ence,
a time for gain ing his own foot ing, was well
advised before he was pre pared to serve as the
Lord’s apos tle (Galatians 1:15-18).

The great les son to be learned in meek ness
and patience is that God is the leader, the
deliv erer, not man. This is an imper a tive les -
son. How ever long it takes, we must fully learn
that God is aware of every cir cum stance and
con di tion that we endure. He is the only head
and we must always look to him, trust in him,
and wait upon him, no mat ter what chal lenges
life brings to us. This trust ing obe di ence is a
les son that even our Lord Jesus needed to have
to be fully pre pared: “Though he were a Son,
yet learned he obe di ence by the things which
he suf fered; and being made per fect, he be -
came the author of eter nal sal va tion unto all
them that obey him” (Hebrews 5:8,9).

The Final Forty—Serve and Hold Fast

“The meek will he guide in judg ment: and the 
meek will he teach his way” (Psalm 25:9).
Meek ness makes us teach able and in meek -
ness Moses had learned that the great shep -
herd whose eye was ever watch ful indeed had
con stant care over his flock. He did not need
to take con trol for God; rather he needed to
allow God to con trol him. 

What a change forty years had wrought.
The qual ity of meek ness, now well inscribed in
Moses, found him say ing, “I am not elo quent
… I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue”
(Exo dus 4:10, ASV). Ah, now Moses had the
right appre ci a tion of the mat ter. This deliv er -
ance was not to be by man or because of a man, 
but by the Lord him self (Hebrews 5:4). Now
he was pre pared to be the ser vant that God
could safely work through. Sim i larly these
desir able qual i ties, meek ness and humil ity,
should be found in those most devel oped in
Chris tian char ac ter.

Through Moses God had wrought many
won ders in Egypt and in the Sinai. Moses had
faith fully served God and Israel in the exo dus,
in the giv ing of the Law, in judg ing the weighty 
mat ters among his breth ren, and in estab lish ing 
the taber na cle and the priest hood. And again,
after the forty years in the wil der ness of Sinai
with the qual ity of meek ness deeply inscribed,
came the test. Mir iam had just been bur ied
which must have weighed heavily on his heart.
We see Moses frus trated by his com plain ing
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breth ren, so much so that he responded with
behav ior that would cost him the prize of enter -
ing the prom ised land, for Moses took to
him self the credit of bring ing water out of the
rock, say ing: “Ye rebels, must we bring you
water out of this rock?” (Num bers 20:10, NIV) 
—smit ing the rock. “Must WE”—Moses and
Aaron? God alone brings forth truth and gives
life. Let this be a pow er ful reminder to all who
find them selves in a posi tion of lead er ship as
did Moses, to guard care fully against the sin of
pride, or arro gance, or supe ri or ity. This is the
les son of Moses’ test, and sober ing it is. This
man who reached great ness through a life of
stead fast ser vice was required, as are all, to
hold fast to that Godly char ac ter of meek ness
and humil ity until the end.

We must never allow pride or self-con ceit
to con trol our minds. We must never take the 
posi tion of head ship over our fel low breth ren 
as if we were any thing of our selves. The
apos tle warns lead ers of the results, “lest
being lifted up with pride he fall into the
 condemnation of the devil” (1 Tim o thy
3:6). Cul ti vate this humil ity of mind and
its pres er va tion; never allow it to be
lost.

As we reflect upon this won der ful char ac -
ter and ser vant of God, let us appre ci ate his
exam ple of choos ing rightly, tak ing the long-
term view of learn ing in meek ness to wait
upon the Lord, and of serv ing faith fully in
meek ness and humil ity even unto the end of
our days.
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Fruit Bearing
Will the Mas ter find fruit in my gar den?
   Am I ready for him to day?
Is it there for my Lord to gather
   When he comes along my way?

LOVE for the one un thank ful.
   LONG-SUF FER ING when sorely tried.
JOY when the way is dreary.
   MEEK NESS when hurt through pride.

GEN TLE NESS to ward each other.
   PEACE ‘mid life’s stress and strain.
TRUST when around is dark ness.
   FAITH spite the loss and pain.

GOOD NESS his grace bestoweth.
   PA TIENCE in suf fer ing.
HOPE with its rain bow ra di ance.
   TEM PER ANCE in ev ery thing.

This is the fruit he looks for,
   This is what he de sires,
Fruit of the holy spirit,
   This is what he re quires.

                       —Songs of the Night in gale, p. 98



God Speaks with Moses

Seven Ascents
And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called unto him out of the moun tain.—
Exo dus 19:3

Rich ard Gam ble

Some sup pose that Mo ses went up
Mount Si nai twice, once to re ceive the
Decalogue and a sec ond time to re place 

the orig i nal tab lets af ter the first set was bro ken 
when he found the Is ra el ites wor ship ing the
golden calf. Both ascents were spe cially
 notable, for on each oc ca sion Mo ses re mained
in the mount for forty days.

How ever, the Scrip tures pro vide a more
exten sive and com plete account which shows
these two occa sions were sup ple mented by oth -
ers. Moses actu ally ascended the mount sev eral 
times, and the Scrip tures describe each occa -
sion.

First As cent

“And Moses went up unto God, and the
LORD called unto him out of the moun tain,
say ing, Thus shalt thou say to the house of
Jacob ... Ye have seen what I did unto the
Egyp tians, and how I bare you on eagles’
wings, and brought you unto myself. Now
there fore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and
keep my cov e nant, then ye shall be a pecu liar
trea sure unto me above all peo ple ... And ye
shall be unto me a king dom of priests, and an
holy nation.”—Exo dus 19:3-6

This first ascent set the stage for the events
to unfold in the fol low ing weeks. When Moses
returned to the peo ple and pre sented God’s
prop o si tion to them, they responded favor ably.
It was an incred i ble offer. It was more won der -
ful than they prob a bly esteemed it at the time,
even though they did appre ci ate it to some
extent.

But that offer to Israel rep re sents some thing
even more won der ful to us, namely, the priv i -
lege of becom ing God’s elect peo ple of the
heav enly sal va tion. The offer of God to Israel
was applied by the apos tle Peter to the heav -
enly call ing we receive in Christ: “Ye are a
cho sen gen er a tion, a royal priest hood, an holy
nation, a pecu liar peo ple” (1 Peter 2:9).

Sec ond As cent

Moses evi dently ascended the mount again to
return the favor able answer of the peo ple. On
this occa sion God explained to Moses how
to pre pare the peo ple for the “third day” fol -
low ing, on which there would be stu pen dous
 manifestations of the Divine Pres ence. In view 
of such divine favors, the peo ple were to sanc -
tify them selves, wash their clothes, con sider
the mount sacred on pain of death for any who 
would approach too closely, and exer cise ab -
sti nence as they put their minds and hearts in
a proper rev er en tial atti tude (Exodus 19:8-
15).

Third As cent

On the morn ing of the third day fol low ing
there were thun ders, lightnings, and trem bling 
of the mount, set ting the stage for the awe some 
spec ta cle of God’s encoun ter with the nation
which was to ensue. A thick cloud hung on
the moun tain, and “the voice of the trum pet
exceed ing loud” caused the peo ple to trem ble
at the scene (Exo dus 19:16, ASV). There was
smoke and fire and “the whole mount quaked
great ly” (verse 18).

The “voice of the trum pet sounded long,
and waxed louder and louder,” induc ing
Moses to speak, “and God answered him by a
voice” (verse 19). The LORD called Moses to
“the top of the mount; and Moses went up”
(verse 20). God then charged Moses to ensure 
the peo ple keep their dis tance lest they “break
through ... to gaze, and many of them per ish”
(verse 21). Even the lead ers who attended
Moses by com ing closer than the oth ers had to
spe cially sanc tify them selves in some way “lest
the LORD break forth upon them” (verse 22).
Moses affirmed that bounds had been estab -
lished so that the Isra el ites would not break
through, as God had stip u lated.

In verse 24 God then directed Moses to
descend again, and come up again with Aaron. 
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Moses did descend the mount, and spoke to
the peo ple, evi dently report ing the encoun ter
with God and urg ing that no one break
through. So closes chap ter 19.

It was then that God began speak ing from
heaven so that all in the camp could hear his
words audi bly: “And God spake all these
words, say ing ...” (Exo dus 20:1). The account
then recites all of the ten com mand ments which 
are here given for the first time. Moses would
later reascend the mount and receive these
com mand ments on stone tab lets, but on this
occa sion the voice from heaven gave sure tes ti -
mony to all the Isra el ites that the com mands
being given were indeed divinely com manded,
and were not of Moses but of God.

The day of this occur rence is com monly
sup posed to be the sixth day of the month, and
this day (Sivan 6) is still com mem o rated by the 
Jews as the day of the giv ing of the Law.

Fourth As cent

The recital of these com mand ments con tin ues
through verse 17. The peo ple were in such
fear of the occa sion that they implored Moses
to inter cede and speak to God on their behalf. 
Thus he ascended the mount again: “Moses
drew near unto the thick dark ness where God
was. And the LORD said unto Moses, Thus
thou shalt say unto the chil dren of Israel, Ye
have seen that I have talked with you from
heaven.” Supplementary instruc tions on prop -
er ways to approach God with offer ings then
fol low (Exo dus 20:21-26).

God con tinued in chap ters 21 through 23
to give Moses all the details of the Law. It is
pos si ble that Aaron was with Moses on this
occa sion for in Exo dus 19:24 God had said
“thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with
thee,” but warned that oth ers should not break
through. If Aaron was with Moses when these
four chap ters of detail were com mu ni cated,
per haps he was of ser vice to Moses as a
scribe—though Exo dus 24:4 may sug gest the
first writ ing was done later.

In chap ter 24 God tells Moses to bring oth -
ers with him, which would neces si tate Moses
descend ing the mount to call them. This in -
cluded sev enty of the elders of Israel (Exo dus
24:1). When Moses descended, “Moses came
and told the peo ple all the words of the LORD, 
and all the judg ments: and all the peo ple
answered with one voice, and said, All the

words which the LORD hath said will we do”
(Exo dus 24:3).

Early the fol low ing morn ing Moses con -
structed twelve pil lars on behalf of the twelve
tribes of Israel, and sub se quently rat i fied the
cov e nant between God and the peo ple through 
the blood offer ings of many “burnt offer ings,
and ... peace offer ings” (Exo dus 24:5). The
blood was gath ered in bowls, half was sprin -
kled on the altar, the book of the cov e nant was
read to all the peo ple for clar ity as to the cov e -
nant they were enter ing, and the remain ing
blood was sprin kled on the peo ple with the sol -
emn words, “Behold the blood of the cov e nant, 
which the LORD hath made with you con cern -
ing all these words” (Exo dus 24:8). Thus we
read of the “blood of sprin kling” in Hebrews
12:24.

Fifth As cent

Exo dus 24:9 begins the record of the next
ascent of Moses into the mount. This account
is the most lengthy of them all. Moses was
joined by Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, Joshua, and
sev enty elders of Israel. This group evi dently
rep re sented Israel in the cov e nant being rat i -
fied. They were given a spe cial vision of God
high above a pave ment as of clear sap phire,
“and upon [these] nobles of the chil dren of
Israel [God] laid not his hand,” that is, they
were spared, for they had been invited to the
occa sion (Exo dus 24:10,11).

They dined there, in the pres ence of God,
pre sum ably because eat ing of the offer ings of
a cov e nant was part of the rat i fy ing pro cess
and by this means the Isra el ites fur ther showed
their com mit ment and obli ga tion to this re -
mark able cov e nant with God: “They saw God, 
and did eat and drink” (Exodus 24:11).

Moses went up fur ther, attended by Joshua,
with instruc tions to the oth ers to wait for him.
Evi dently Moses him self pro ceeded fur ther
and con tin ued in the mount “forty days and
forty nights” (Exo dus 24:18). On this occa -
sion God gave Moses all the instruc tions for
build ing the taber na cle, its fur nish ings and
appoint ments, and the priestly func tions to ob -
serve therein. This con tin ues from chap ter 25
through 31 inclu sive, end ing with God giv ing
to Moses two stone tab lets with the dec alogue
“writ ten with the fin ger of God” (Exodus
31:18).

In the mean time the peo ple became im -
pa tient with the appar ent delay and fell into
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 apostasy. Aaron him self suc cumbed to their
demands by pro vid ing the golden calf, in direct 
vio la tion of the sec ond com mand ment. At
this, God com manded Moses to descend the
mount, explain ing to him the tres pass of Israel.
God was ready to destroy the nation, pro pos -
ing to make another from Moses. But Moses
deferred the honor, think ing more of his peo ple 
and the faith ful patri archs Abra ham, Isaac,
and Jacob, than of him self. He descended the
mount with Joshua, and in righ teous indig na -
tion cast down the tab lets and broke them.

Sixth As cent

Exo dus 32:30-33 describes the next ascent.
The fol low ing morn ing Moses addressed the
peo ple empha siz ing their sin, and returned to
the mount to make inter ces sion for them. He
offered to have his name deleted from God’s
book. God refused, but he accepted Moses’
pleas for Israel, albeit he plagued the peo ple
as chas tise ment (Exo dus 32:35).

God rebuked the peo ple through Moses.
He com manded them to strip off the orna -
ments they had used for adorn ment in their
 festal rebel lion and Moses moved his tent away 
from the peo ple in pro test of their sin. The
cloud show ing the divine pres ence accom pa -

nied Moses, and this sign fur ther impressed the 
peo ple who “wor shipped” in rev er ence as they
beheld it (Exo dus 33:10).

Sev enth As cent

The sev enth and last ascent is described in
Exo dus 34. This occa sion also took forty
days, as though to test Israel again where they
had pre vi ously failed. On this occa sion Moses 
brought two hewn tab lets like the first. He was 
also told “no man shall come up with thee”
(verse 3). God ful filled a pre vi ous request by
Moses by show ing his “back parts” (Exo dus
33:23). God also pro claimed his char ac ter to
Moses: mer ci ful, for giv ing, and just (Exo dus
34:6,7). When Moses descended again, his
face shone from his encoun ter with God. He
was at first unaware of this, but after the peo -
ple showed their fear, Moses donned a cov er -
ing veil (Exodus 34:29-33).

In these var i ous ascents of Moses into the
sacred mount we see how God used him to
secure His cov e nant with Israel. In this Moses
was a pic ture of our Lord Jesus who secures the 
bless ings of God for us. A thought ful dis cern -
ment of the seven ascents of Moses may be of
use to the breth ren as they con sider the var i ous
details with a view to their mean ing in antitype.
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I Will Be With Thee

To the hum ble ones now, as to Mo ses of old, God de clares: “I will be with
thee; I will be with thy mouth and teach thee what thou shalt say” [Ex o dus
4:12]. As one les son is to have no con fi dence in our selves or in our own

judg ment or strength, an other im por tant les son is that we should have ev ery con fi -
dence, ab so lute con fi dence, in God. Not un til this les son is learned will any be re ally
fit to be God’s mouthpieces … Ev ery thing in the Scrip tures points us to the fact that
hu mil ity is a qual ity most es sen tial to all of the Lord’s peo ple who would be used of
the Lord in any im por tant or spe cial work for Him. If the fol low ers of the Lord could 
con tin u ally keep this in mem ory, and would per sis tently shape their course ac cord -
ingly, how much they would be used, we may be sure.

—Re prints, p. 5262



Moses’ Shin ing Face

Descending in Glory
And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with the two tables of tes ti -
mony in Moses’ hand ... that Moses wist [knew] not that the skin of his face shone while
he talked with him.—Exo dus 34:29

Rob ert Kinney

O
ne of the most mem o ra ble in ci dents
re corded in the Bi ble is when Mo ses
came down from Mount Si nai with

the sec ond set of tab lets writ ten with the ten
com mand ments, and with his face ra di ant from 
his con tact with God.

Super nat u ral bright ness, such as Moses saw 
and radi ated, is asso ci ated with the spirit
nature. For exam ple, we read of the light con -
nected with the apos tle Paul’s con ver sion:
“About noon [it was already full light], sud -
denly there shone from heaven a great light
round about me. … And they that were with
me saw indeed the light,” etc. (Acts 22:6,9).
So bright was this light that Paul was blinded
by the expe ri ence (Acts 22:11).

In Exo dus, when Moses asked Jeho vah to
show him his glory, a sim i lar phe nom e non was
avoided by God hid ing Moses in a cleft of the
rock: “I will make all my good ness pass before
thee, and I will pro claim the name of the
LORD before thee; and will be gra cious to
whom I will be gra cious, and will shew mercy
on whom I will shew mercy ... [but] Thou
canst not see my face: for there shall no man
see me, and live” (Exo dus 33:19,20).

Saul was required to see Jesus in con nec tion 
with his apos tolic call ing. In both these cases,
just enough of the man i fes ta tion of the spirit
was used to accom plish the trans form ing
results; too much would result in death.

Jesus’ voice, out of the blind ing bright ness,
told Saul: “I am Jesus of Naz a reth, whom thou 
persecutest” (Acts 22:8). Saul was per se cut -
ing Jesus in that he was per se cut ing Jesus’ fol -
low ers, his body mem bers (and there fore him)
to the death, bind ing and putt ing both men
and women into prison. Obvi ously, Jesus was
already clothed with his divine spirit body so

Saul could not per se cute him in the flesh as
had the scribes and Phar i sees.

This power and bright ness of the divine
nature is alluded to in the book of Dan iel also:
“And they that be wise [the wise vir gin class]
shall shine as the bright ness of the fir ma ment
[the sun]” (Dan iel 12:3).

Another famil iar exam ple is recorded in
Mat thew 17:2 where Jesus was trans fig ured,
his face shone like the sun, and his gar ments
became as white as light. A “bright cloud”
over shad owed the scene, and a voice was heard 
out of the cloud say ing, “This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him”
(Mat thew 17:5).

Mat thew 17:9 reports that this trans fig u ra -
tion scene was a “vision” (Strong’s #3705, “a 
spec ta cle, espe cially super nat u ral, to be gazed
at”). This is affirmed fur ther by the con tent of
the vision because two of the ancient wor thies,
Moses and Eli jah, appeared in this vision. Yet
both Moses and Eli jah died cen tu ries ear lier
and the time of their res ur rec tion had still not
arrived. Jesus was the first born from the dead,
so none pre ceded him (cf. John 3:13). God
has gra ciously pro vided some better thing for
us, the Chris tian Church, that they, the ancient 
wor thies, should not be made per fect with out
us who are still being devel oped (Hebrews
11:37-40).

The Glory of Mo ses’ Shin ing Face

Our hope is greater than theirs. We have a
spir i tual min is try and the priv i lege of offer ing
redemp tion to the world: “See ing then that we 
have such hope [the min is try of righ teous -
ness], we use great plain ness of speech: and
not as Moses, which put a veil over his face,
that the chil dren of Israel could not stedfastly
look to the end of that which is abol ished” (2
Corin thi ans 3:12,13).
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Later Paul con nects the glory that is our
priv i lege with the glory reflected by Moses, by
stat ing, “When ever a per son turns to the Lord, 
the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is lib erty. But we all, with unveiled face,
behold ing as in a mir ror the glory of the Lord,
are being trans formed into the same image
from glory to glory [Ampli fied: in ever increas -
ing splen dor], just as from the Lord, the Spirit
[pneuma, an invis i ble, pow er ful spirit being]”
(2 Corin thi ans 3:16-18, NASB).

If what was fad ing came with glory (the
glory of the Law), how much greater is the
glory of that which lasts (the glory of the Gos -
pel) (see 2 Corin thi ans 3:9). Those of us
called to come in con tact with the true light
must be changed or trans formed inwardly
as Moses was changed: “For God, who com -
manded the light to shine out of dark ness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowl edge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ ... though our out ward man per -
ish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day” 
(2 Corin thi ans 4:6,16).

Though our faces may not glow, oth ers
should dis cern a dif fer ence in our behav ior
because the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, 
long suf fer ing, gen tle ness, good ness, faith,
meek ness, and tem per ance (Galatians 5:22,
23). This will have an effect on our coun te -
nance.

Even so, it will not keep us from tri als.
When Ste phen stood before the San hed rin,
“all that sat in the coun cil, look ing stedfastly on 
him, saw his face as it had been the face of an
angel” (Acts 6:15). But this did not soften
their hearts: “When they heard these things,
they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on 
him with their teeth. But he, being full of the
holy [spirit], looked up stedfastly into heaven,
and saw the glory of God” (Acts 7:54,55).
Then he was stoned to death.

Writ ten on Tab lets

There were two writ ings of the ten com mand -
ments. The first set of tab lets was pro vided
and writ ten by God (Exo dus 32:16). But when
Moses descended the mount and observed the 
golden calf Aaron had made in his absence,
and the danc ing, “Moses’ anger waxed hot,
and he cast the tables out of his hands, and

brake them beneath the mount” (Exo dus
32:19).

The break ing of the first set typ i fied the fail -
ure of Israel respect ing the old law cov e nant.
Because it was the stan dard of a per fect man,
the Israelites could not keep it per fectly. Sadly
they did not keep even the spirit of it when they 
killed the Mes siah, the “Greater than Moses,”
pre dicted to come. The Mil len nial age in
God’s plan has the noble pur pose to rewrite
this law, bro ken by sin, in the hearts of Israel,
and in the hearts of the bil lions that “sleep,”
wait ing for the man i fes ta tion of the sons of
God.

God was deal ing exclu sively with nat u ral
Israel dur ing the whole Jew ish age, giv ing the
Israelites the writ ten law through Moses. They
had a higher stand ing with God than the
world; how ever, they were only raised to a
plane of typ i cal jus ti fi ca tion rather than actual
jus ti fi ca tion. This lasted from their agree ment
to keep the law at Mount Sinai until Jesus
ended that ex clu sive arrange ment by nail ing it
to his cross as a Jew. Its pre cepts were good,
and were used as a “school mas ter” to bring
some of them to Christ (Galatians 3:24).

Moses, a Spe cial Pic ture

In the book of Exo dus God dealt with Moses
in a spe cial way, mak ing of him a type of a
greater medi a tor to come. The first four as -
cents of Mount Sinai were com par a tively short 
peri ods of time (see Seven Ascents, p. 8). On
those occa sions … 

1. He re ceived a pro posal from God for
Is rael (Ex o dus 19:3-8);

2. He pre pared Is rael to meet with God
in three days (Ex o dus 19:9-15);

3. God spoke the ten com mand ments
au di bly to all the peo ple (Ex o dus
20:1-20), lead ing the peo ple to ask
Mo ses’ in ter ven tion for them;

4. Mo ses re ceived many laws, or di nances
and com mand ments (Ex o dus 20:21
through chap ter 23). 

On that fourth trip the time required would
doubt less increase because of the sheer vol ume
of infor ma tion given, but we are not told
how long it was. It was not until what appears
to be Moses’ fifth ascent that he stayed in the
mount forty days for the first time. On this
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occa sion he received detailed instruc tions
about the build ing of the taber na cle with its
fur ni ture, the priest hood arrange ment, and
of course received the first set of tab lets that
were sub se quently bro ken (Exo dus 24:12 to
31:18).

Just prior to this fifth ascent the Isra el ites
had rat i fied their cov e nant with God through
blood sac ri fices, agree ing, “All that the LORD

hath said will we do, and be obe di ent” (Exo dus
24:7). Then they fell away to riot and idol a try
dur ing Moses’ absence for forty days.

On the sixth ascent Moses made his famous
plead ing for Israel, as the typ i cal medi a tor: “Yet 
now, if thou wilt for give their sin—; and if not,
blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou
hast writ ten” (Exo dus 32:32).

This brings us to that sev enth trip up the
mount, which lasted another forty days with -
out bread or water (Exo dus 34:28). This re -
minds us of our Sav ior’s test ing in the wil der -
ness for a sim i lar period, dur ing which he
stud ied the Scrip tures avail able to him, of which 
the first five books of Moses would have been
a sig nif i cant part (Mat thew 4:1-4; John 5:45-
47).

Dur ing this sec ond forty-day period Moses
got a glimpse of God. Since he had been in -
structed to hew two tab lets of stone like the first
pair, he brought them with him (Exo dus 34:1;
Deu ter on omy 10:1). Moses in this instance not
only pro vided the tab lets, but we sug gest he did
the writ ing on them as well, at the direc tion of
God. This would rep re sent a new law cov e nant, 
with The Christ in glory as its per fect and effec -
tive medi a tor who will inter vene between man -
kind and God until the world is restored to per -
fec tion and able to obey per fectly (1 Tim o thy
2:4,5; Rev e la tion 21:3,4).

There might be a dif fer ence of opin ion
whether God did the sec ond writ ing as the text
of Exo dus 34:1 has it, or the medi a tor, Moses,
did the writ ing as Exo dus 34:27,28 sug gests:
“And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou
these words: for after the tenor of these words I
have made a cov e nant with thee and with Israel
... And he [Moses] wrote upon the tables the
words of the cov e nant, the ten com mand ments.” 
Moses sim ply fol lowed God’s lead ing, as did
Jesus.

Re pos i tory for the Tab lets

Exo dus 25:10-22 gives the detailed instruc -
tions for mak ing the ark of the tes ti mony that
became the repos i tory for these tab lets. Moses
is cred ited with mak ing the ark (Deu ter on omy
10:1-3,5), whereas Bible crit ics could point to
Exo dus 37:1 where it says Bezaleel made the
ark. There is no con tra dic tion. In our day we
might say God was the archi tect, Moses the
gen eral con trac tor, and Bezaleel one of the sub-
con trac tors who worked in metals to carry out
the instruc tions Moses received. Hence one
can say Moses built it.

After the ark was con structed it sub se -
quently held not only the two tables of the law,
but also Aaron’s rod that bud ded, and the
golden pot of manna that did not spoil (He -
brews 9:4). This ark, taken as a whole, rep re -
sents The Christ, and there was a glory con -
nected with it shown in the “shekinah light”
glow ing between the cher u bim. All of this was
part of the “mercy seat” rep re sent ing God as
the head of Christ (1 Corin thi ans 11:3).

Of the items in the ark, two of them—the
pot of manna and the rod—were not to be
found when the ark was placed in the tem ple
built by Sol o mon. That tem ple typ i fied the
church in glory and the stones of the tem ple
rep re sent the mem bers of the body of Christ.
When they were all in place, it rep re sents the
com ple tion of the church in glory.

When that spir i tual tem ple is com plete, the
oppor tu nity to seek for immor tal ity (Romans
2:7), rep re sented by the incor rupt ible manna,
will be over. The spe cial “high call ing” (Phi -
lippians 3:14; Hebrews 5:4), rep re sented by
Aaron’s rod that bud ded, will also be fin ished
with the close of the pres ent Gos pel age (Mat -
thew 25:10). This leaves only the “law,” the
mea sure of a per fect human being, the stan -
dard as orig i nally intended, oper a tive in the
ages to come.

Mo ses’ Vail

Moses’ vail (veil in most trans la tions) is men -
tioned three times (Exo dus 34:33-35). The
Hebrew word is Strong’s #4533 and means
“to cover.” It appears only in these three
verses. (Other instances of “vail” come from
dif fer ent Hebrew words.) It was not a fem i nine
cov er ing such as the veil (Strong’s #4304) of
Ruth 3:15. Per haps it was more a flap of his
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coat or cloth ing ample enough to cover his
head like a hood.

One thought we might apply from this cov -
er ing is that the world as human beings will
never be able to see the glory of the greater
medi a tor. Of Jesus it was said, “Yet a lit tle
while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye
see me: because I live, ye shall live also” (John
14:19).

Another thought is that the veil could rep re -
sent the ancient wor thies through whom the
spir i tual phase of the king dom will com mu ni -
cate with the earthly, the spir i tual glory being
hid den.

The fad ing aspect shows it was not God’s
inten tion to let the old law cov e nant con tinue.
Rather, a Melchizedek priest hood would be
raised up to replace the Levitical priest hood,
and a greater medi a tor would be raised up

instead of Moses. In both of these aspects the
saints, as mem bers of the body of Christ, will
be together with the Lord in bring ing bless ings
to the world in the king dom.

The Jew to this day has not rec og nized this
fun da men tal change. Though shrewd, intel li -
gent, dis tin guished in com mer cial and pro fes -
sional life, nev er the less there remains upon
today’s Jews the same reli gious blind ness of
which Paul wrote so long ago. So the fad ing
was also sym bolic of the judi cial blind ness that
fell upon Israel, obscur ing the tran sient nature
of its bright ness and glory to those under it.

The veil is there fore both puni tive and prov -
i den tial, only to be done away when one turns
to the Lord Jesus on an indi vid ual basis. But
soon all Israel will know her Mes siah: “When
it shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken
away” (2 Corin thi ans 3:16).

14 The Her ald of Christ’s King dom

Israel’s Call

Not to the mount that might be touched,
   Not to the flame that flared
Above its crest and o’er its breast,
   While heaven’s power was bared;
Not to the earth that, rended, quaked
   O’er dark, tem pes tu ous way;
But to the land that God hath planned
   Move Zion’s hosts to day.

Not to the law that Mo ses wrote
   On ta bled stone of yore,
Giv ing each line of will di vine
   In moral code and lore;
But to pro phetic time that now
   Points to their right ful home,
From out the death-hued cen tu ries
   God’s Is rael has come.

Je ru sa lem awakes at length,
   Her royal robe puts on,
And glo ries as of for mer strength
   Shall clothe her as the sun;
And brighter shall her trea sure grow,
   And all the world shall see
That God hath brought her foes to naught
   And sent her Ju bi lee.

Rich farm ing lands and or chards fair
   Her wealth in store pro claim,
And men re joice to hear the voice
   That sounds abroad her name;
Each school in pride of learn ing stands,
   Each home of beauty marks
Mod ern ad vance ment in the land
   Where dwelt the pa tri archs.

God has his time to cause the morn
   To spread its gold on high,
And for the di a monds of the night
   To gem the vaulted sky;
So in the ages as they move
   Past as on mighty wing,
The time is set for Har vest Home,
   When Zion’s hills shall sing.

The world moves on from dark to light,
   The Plan of God is sure,
And all the for tresses of might
   ’Gainst jus tice can’t en dure.
Have cour age then, O Is rael,
   And bear this fact in store,
Earth’s Golden Age, your her i tage
   Of life for ever more.

—Po ems of the Way, p. 177



Mo ses’ Spe cial Re la tion ship with God

The Faces of God
And he said, My pres ence [faces] shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. And he said
unto him, If thy pres ence [faces] go not with me, carry us [Israel] not up hence.—Exo dus
33:14,15

Rich ard E. Ev ans

The King James Ver sion of this text
has added words not sup ported by the
He brew manu scripts, words that dis -

tort the mean ing of the text. But be fore ad -
dress ing the text it self, it is first nec es sary to
con sider the con text. With out an ap pre ci a tion
of the events that pre ceded this di a logue be -
tween God and Mo ses, it is dif fi cult to grasp
its significance.

The Con text

God through Moses deliv ered the peo ple of
Israel from their bond age in Egypt. As they
departed, a vis i ble sign of God’s guid ance out
of Egypt and through the dan gers of the wil -
der ness was a pil lar of cloud by day and fire
by night (Exo dus 13:21). After a three-month 
march dur ing which there were times of mur -
mur ing by the peo ple and awe-inspir ing works 
by God, they arrived at Mount Sinai. There
God set forth his pur pose for Israel as re -
corded in Exo dus 19 and instructed Moses to
bring the peo ple to the foot of the moun tain:

“Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyp -
tians, and how I bare you on eagles’ wings, and 
brought you unto myself. Now there fore, if ye
will obey my voice indeed, and keep my cov e -
nant, then ye shall be a pecu liar trea sure unto
me above all peo ple: for all the earth is mine:
And ye shall be unto me a king dom of priests,
and an holy nation. These are the words which 
thou shalt speak unto the chil dren of Israel. ...
And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the
peo ple, and sanc tify them to-day and to-mor -
row, and let them wash their clothes, and be
ready against the third day: for the third day
the LORD will come down in the sight of all
the peo ple upon mount Sinai. ... And it came
to pass on the third day in the morn ing, that
there were thun ders and lightnings, and a thick 
cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the
trum pet exceed ing loud; so that all the peo ple

that was in the camp trem bled. And Moses
brought forth the peo ple out of the camp to
meet with God [‘elohiym, #430]; and they
stood at the nether part of the mount” (Exo dus 
19:4-17).

God called Moses to the top of the mount
and he was given vocally (no tab lets at this
time) a sum mary of the divine instruc tion.
Moses returned to the peo ple, put God’s words
in a book, and read it to all gath ered there.
They answered with one voice, “all the words
which the LORD hath said will we do” (Exo -
dus 24:3,7). Thus, the cov e nant between God 
and Israel was medi ated by Moses (Galatians
3:19) and rat i fied by the sprin kling of the
blood of bulls and goats (Exo dus 24:8; He -
brews 9:16-20, Emphatic Diaglott).

After ward, Moses returned to the moun -
tain: “And all the peo ple saw the thunderings,
and the lightnings, and the noise of the trum -
pet, and the moun tain smok ing: and when the
peo ple saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. 
... and Moses drew near unto the thick dark -
ness where God was. And the LORD said
unto Moses, Thus thou shalt say unto the chil -
dren of Israel, Ye have seen that I have talked
with you from heaven. Ye shall not make with
me gods [‘elohiym, #430] of sil ver, nei ther
shall ye make unto you gods [‘elohiym] of
gold” (Exo dus 20:18,21-23).

There fore, at the onset of his rela tion ship
with the peo ple of Israel, God made clear they
were not to make phys i cal enti ties to be wor -
shipped as gods. 

Later, while Moses was again on the moun -
tain (receiv ing the tab lets of law), the peo ple
became impa tient with Moses’ absence. In
spite of God’s recent instruc tion, they de -
manded Aaron form a calf of gold. What fol -
lowed is recorded in Exo dus 32.

“And when Aaron saw it [the golden calf],
he built an altar before it; and Aaron made
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proc la ma tion, and said, To-mor row is a feast
to the LORD. And they [the peo ple of Israel]
rose up early on the mor row, and offered burnt
offer ings, and brought peace offer ings; and the
peo ple sat down to eat and to drink, and rose
up to play. And the LORD said unto Moses,
Go, get thee down; for thy peo ple, which thou
broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have cor -
rupted them selves: They have turned aside
quickly out of the way which I com manded
them: they have made them a mol ten calf, and
have wor shipped it, and have sac ri ficed there -
unto, and said, These be thy gods [‘elohiym],
O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the 
land of Egypt. And the LORD said unto
Moses, I have seen this peo ple, and, behold, it
is a stiffnecked peo ple: Now there fore let me
alone, that my wrath [coun te nance, ‘aph,
#639] may wax hot against them, and that I
may con sume them: and I [God] will make of
thee [Moses] a great nation.”—Exo dus 32:5-
10

God’s descrip tion of the peo ple as “thy”
and “stiffnecked” reflected the divine reac tion
to what occurred at the foot of the moun tain.
Though he threat ened severe pun ish ment, he
con di tioned it with “let me alone ... that I may
con sume them.” God left the door open for
inter ces sion by Moses. He would allow him self 
to be oth er wise persuaded. 

The per sonal prom ise to Moses to make of
him a “great nation” picked up the iden ti cal
words of God’s prior prom ise to Abra ham
(Gen e sis 12:2). Moses’ reac tion to this pro -
posed course of action pro vides won der ful
insight into his char ac ter. He used it as his
stron gest argu ment for sav ing not “his,” but
“God’s” peo ple:

“And Moses besought the LORD his God
[‘elohiym], and said, LORD, why doth thy
wrath [coun te nance, ‘aph, #639] wax hot
against thy [not Moses’ but God’s] peo ple,
which thou hast brought forth out of the land
of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty
hand? Where fore should the Egyp tians speak,
and say, For mis chief did he bring them out, to 
slay them in the moun tains, and to con sume
them from the face of the earth? Turn from thy
fierce wrath [coun te nance, ‘aph, #639], and
repent of this evil against thy peo ple. Remem -
ber Abra ham, Isaac, and Israel, thy ser vants,
to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and
saidst unto them, I will mul ti ply your seed as

the stars of heaven, and all this land that I
have spo ken of will I give unto your seed, and
they shall inherit it for ever [an age, owlam,
#5769, “the age to come,” Mark 10:30].
And the LORD repented of the evil which he
thought to do unto his peo ple.”—Exo dus 32:11-
14

Though God allowed Moses to dis suade
him from cast ing off the peo ple of Israel, there
was a pro viso. After going down the moun tain
and destroy ing the golden calf Moses returned
to God to address that con se quence: “And
Moses ... said, Oh, this peo ple have sinned a
great sin, and have made them gods [‘elohiym] 
of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt for give their
sin—; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of
thy book which thou hast writ ten. And the
LORD said unto Moses, Who so ever hath
sinned against me, him will I blot out of my
book. There fore now go, lead the peo ple unto
the place of which I have spo ken unto thee:
behold, mine Angel shall go before thee: nev er -
the less in the day when I visit I will visit their
sin upon them” (Exo dus 32:31-34).

As recorded in Exo dus 33, Moses and
Israel were not happy with God’s con ces sion:
“And the LORD said unto Moses, Depart,
and go up hence, thou and the peo ple which
thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt,
unto the land which I sware unto Abra ham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, say ing, Unto thy seed will
I give it: And I will send an angel before thee;
and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amor -
ite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the
Hivite, and the Jebusite: Unto a land flow ing
with milk and honey: for I will not go up in the
midst of thee; for thou art a stiffnecked peo ple:
lest I con sume thee in the way. And when the
peo ple heard these evil tid ings, they mourned”
(Exo dus 33:1-4).

No lon ger would God be in their midst.
Instead of the LORD going before (Exo dus
13:21) an angel would be lead ing them.

Tent of Meet ing

To pro vide a meet ing place with God when
they departed Mount Sinai, Moses set up a
“Tent of Meet ing” sit u ated “with out the
camp.” This was a tem po rary arrange ment, to 
be replaced by the taber na cle when com pleted.
To under stand the loca tion “with out the
camp” it is nec es sary to have an appre ci a tion
of the Isra el ite camp lay out (Num bers 2:1-34; 
3:23-38). 
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Only with the Tent of Meet ing in the cen ter 
of the camp would it be pos si ble for all of the
Isra el ites to watch from their tent door:

“And Moses took the taber na cle [tent,
‘ohel, #168], and pitched it with out the camp, 
afar off from the camp, and called it the Taber -
na cle [tent] of the con gre ga tion [meet ing,
mow’ed, #4150; i.e., where God would meet
with man]. And it came to pass, that every one
which sought the LORD went out unto the
taber na cle [tent] of the con gre ga tion [meet -
ing], which was with out the camp. And it
came to pass, when Moses went out unto the
taber na cle [tent], that all the peo ple rose up,
and stood every man at his tent [‘ohel, #168]
door, and looked after Moses, until he was
gone into the taber na cle [tent]. And it came to
pass, as Moses entered into the taber na cle
[tent], the cloudy pil lar descended, and stood
at the door of the taber na cle [tent], and the
LORD talked with Moses. And all the peo ple
saw the cloudy pil lar stand at the taber na cle
[tent] door: and all the peo ple rose up and
wor shipped, every man in his tent door. And
the LORD spake unto Moses face to face
[faces to faces, paniym, #6440, plu ral], as a
man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned
again into the camp: but his ser vant Joshua, the 
son of Nun, a young man, departed not out of
the taber na cle [tent].”—Exo dus 33:7-11

Unlike the taber na cle that was soon to be
built, the Tent of Meet ing did not have a priest -

hood to serve in it. Appar ently it had only
Joshua (Exo dus 33:11).

The Text

In the Tent of Meet ing Moses addressed the
pro viso by God that he would no lon ger be in
the midst of Israel (Exo dus 33:3).

“And Moses said unto the LORD, See
[con sider, ra’ah, #7200], thou sayest unto
me, Bring up this peo ple: and thou hast not let
me know whom thou wilt send with me. Yet
thou hast said, I know thee by name, and thou
hast also found grace in my sight. Now there -
fore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy
sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know
thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: and
con sider [ra’ah, #7200] that this nation is thy
peo ple” (Exo dus 33:12,13).

The inten sity of Moses’ plea is lost in the
KJV by poor trans la tion in verses 12 and 13,
and by the addi tion of words not sup ported by
the Hebrew in verses 14 and 15. Moses was
not con tent with know ing only that an angel
would be with them. Which angel? And what
about God? Moses still har bored con cern for
the peo ple of Israel and pressed God: “Con -
sider this ... con sider that.”

God’s response to Moses’ appeal was not
the answer desired because it was focused on
Moses per son ally: “And he [God] said, My
pres ence [faces, paniym, #6440, plu ral] shall
go with thee, and I will give thee [Moses] rest” 
(Exo dus 33:14). Again, the response was
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focused on Moses him self (the sec ond per son
pro noun is mas cu line sin gu lar and refers to
Moses). This friend of God (Exo dus 33:11),
how ever, was not to be denied. He pressed
God to include the peo ple:

“And he [Moses] said unto him [God], If
thy pres ence [faces] go not with me, carry us
[the peo ple of Israel] not up hence. For
wherein shall it be known here that I and thy
peo ple have found grace in thy sight? is it
not in that thou goest with us? so shall we be
sep a rated, I and thy peo ple, from all the peo ple 
that are upon the face of the earth.”—Exo dus
33:15,16

Moses’ per sis tence was rewarded. He se -
cured from God a prom ise for his con tin ued
favor and for Israel’s full res to ra tion: “And the
LORD said unto Moses, I will do this thing
also that thou hast spo ken: for thou hast found
grace in my sight, and I know thee by name”
(Exo dus 33:17). Lis ten care fully to those words! 
They say much about the open and dynamic
rela tion ship God has with his cre ation.

An Open God

God, who is love, respects the integ rity of his
intel li gent crea tures and relates dynam i cally
with them in work ing out his pur pose. As
shown by his con tin ued inter ac tion with Israel, 
God not only acts but also reacts: “It may be
that the house of Judah [the two tribe king -
dom] will hear all the evil which I [God] pur -
pose to do unto them; that they may return
every man from his evil way; that I may for give 
their iniq uity and their sin” (Jer e miah 36:3).

God not only influ ences events but is also
will ingly influ enced by them: “How shall I give 
thee up, Ephraim [the ten tribe king dom]?

how shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shall I
make thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as
Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, my
repentings are kin dled together. I will not exe -
cute the fierce ness of mine anger, I will not
return to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and
not man” (Hosea 11:8,9).

God not only plans, but is flex i ble enough to 
adapt to deci sions made and to actions taken
by his cre ation. That is the les son of Moses’
dia logue with God in Exo dus 33. God spoke
of this dynamic rela tion ship with his cre ation in 
a very direct way through the prophet Jer e miah:

“O house of Israel, can not I do with you as
this pot ter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the
clay is in the pot ter’s hand, so are ye in mine
hand, O house of Israel. At what instant I shall 
speak con cern ing a nation, and con cern ing a
king dom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to 
destroy it; if that nation, against whom I have
pro nounced, turn from their evil, I will repent
of the evil that I thought to do unto them. And
at what instant I shall speak con cern ing a
nation, and con cern ing a king dom, to build
and to plant it; if it do evil in my sight, that it
obey not my voice, then I will repent of the
good, where with I said I would ben e fit them.”
—Jer e miah 18:6-10

Above all, as the apos tle John made man i -
fest, God is love (1 John 4:8,16). Accord ingly,
he expresses his power through free dom. He
does not con trol like a des pot. The heart of the
bib li cal mes sage is not the exis tence of God, or
his eter nity, or his power. Its essence is that
God is love and through that love he is open to
his cre ation. Under stand ing this divine open -
ness, Moses appealed to his God and changed
the course of his tory! 

22 The Her ald of Christ’s King dom

God expresses

his power

through free -

dom. He does

not con trol

like a des pot.

God is love; and he that dwelleth in
love dwelleth in God, and God in
him. —1 John 4:16



A Pil lar of Fire and a Cloud

Israel’s Guiding Light
More over thou leddest them in the day by a cloudy pil lar; and in the night by a pil lar of
fire, to give them light in the way wherein they should go.—Nehemiah 9:12

Carl Hagensick

The Si nai wil der ness pre sented Is rael
with a daunt ing chal lenge. There was
the scorch ing heat by day and the

chills of the desert night air. The val leys and
wadies were un mapped. There were per ils of
pred a tory an i mals and scor pi ons with their poi -
son ous sting. Ma raud ing no mads could not be
an tic i pated. The Amalekites, who claimed the
wil der ness as their pri vate ground for herd ing
their sheep and their goats, were ter ri to rial and
ag gres sive. In deed, the chal lenge was daunt -
ing.

Israel’s God and Guide

Almost imme di ately after leav ing Egypt God
mirac u lously guided the Israelites by cre at ing
a spe cial cloudy and fiery pil lar to move in the
van guard of the two-mil lion-man march: “And 
the LORD went before them by day in a pil -
lar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by
night in a pil lar of fire, to give them light; to
go by day and night: He took not away the
pil lar of the cloud by day, nor the pil lar of
fire by night, from before the peo ple” (Exo dus 
13:21,22).

What a sight this was: an all-night fire with
no fuel; a day time cloud sit ting still despite
shift ing winds; a mov ing cloud zig zag ging
through the wil der ness in the face of con trary
breezes! It was, truly, a daily and nightly re -
minder of God’s guid ing power. It was a phe -
nom e non, never to be repeated, that existed
only as long as needed, until the prom ised land 
was reached!

It was not only for the sake of Israel, but also 
as a wit ness to the sur round ing nations that
Israel’s God was wise, pow er ful, and pro tec tive 
of his cho sen peo ple: “And they will tell it to
the inhab it ants of this land: for they have heard 
that thou LORD art among this peo ple, that
thou LORD art seen face to face, and that thy
cloud standeth over them, and that thou goest
before them, by day time in a pil lar of a cloud,

and in a pil lar of fire by night” (Num bers
14:14).

At the Red Sea

This cloud played a major role at the shores of 
the Red Sea. Trapped, with moun tains loom -
ing on the right and the left, the waters of the
Red Sea in front, and a for mi da ble host of
Egyp tian troops rap idly advanc ing from the
rear, it seemed as if the Isra el ites had no way
out of their pre dic a ment.

It was then, in the dark of night, that their
guid ing pil lar lifted and moved from the front
to the rear of the Isra el ite horde, plac ing itself
between the fright ened encamp ment and its
pur su ers. The fiery col umn trans formed itself
into simul ta neous light and dark ness; the dark
side hid ing the flee ing horde from the Egyp tian 
forces, while the bright light on the reverse side
pro vided light for the Isra el ites to hast ily pre -
pare for the deliv er ing mir a cle that lay ahead.

“And the angel of God, which went before
the camp of Israel, removed and went behind
them; and the pil lar of the cloud went from
before their face, and stood behind them: and it 
came between the camp of the Egyp tians and
the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and
dark ness to them, but it gave light by night to
these: so that the one came not near the other
all the night. ... And it came to pass, that in the 
morn ing watch the LORD looked unto the host 
of the Egyp tians through the pil lar of fire and
of the cloud, and trou bled the host of the Egyp -
tians.”—Exo dus 14:19,20,24

Hobab

Sub se quently, as they appre hen sively faced the
intim i dat ing chal lenges of an unfa mil iar waste -
land through which they would jour ney, Moses
sought assis tance. It was not as if an indi vid -
ual were tra vers ing the wilds alone, or even a
group of mer chants trav el ing in car a van; but
Moses was respon si ble for the safe jour ney of
an entire nation of some two mil lion peo ple.
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The val leys would need to be wide for the
herds and flocks, the soil must not be too
sandy lest it bog down wag ons laden with
house hold pos ses sions, water must be avail -
able to pre vent dehy dra tion of man and ani -
mal. Dif fi cult de ci sions must be made, for which
wil der ness intel li gence would be needed.

For this rea son Moses turned to a trusted
rel a tive who had made his liv ing for a life time
in this bar ren land, his brother-in-law (or
father-in-law, see Judges 4:11), and asked him
to be their guide. Moses responded to an ini tial 
refusal with a fur ther plea: “And he said,
Leave us not, I pray thee; for as much as thou
knowest how we are to encamp in the wil der -
ness, and thou mayest be to us instead of eyes.
And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall
be, that what good ness the LORD shall do
unto us, the same will we do unto thee” (Num -
bers 10:31,32).

Hobab accepted. They had been at Mount
Sinai for some time, and now the Israelites
resumed their jour ney: “They departed from
the mount of the LORD three days’ jour -
ney: and the ark of the cov e nant of the LORD

went before them in the three days’ jour ney, to
search out a rest ing place for them. And the
cloud of the LORD was upon them by day,
when they went out of the camp” (Num bers
10:33,34).

Had Moses lost faith in the guid ing provi -
dences of the cloud of the Lord, or was it a
case of the cloud show ing the gen eral direc tion
and des ti na tion and Hobab delin eat ing the best
route to get there? That is one of many unan -
swered ques tions in the sacred record.

The Door of the Tabernacle

Appar ently the usual rest ing place of the cloud
was over the Most Holy of Israel’s taber na cle.
It is the o rized by some that the Shekinah light, 
that shone between the two golden cher u bim
perched on the Ark of the Cov e nant, was
caused by an inter ac tion between the elec tri -
cally-charged cloud and the Mercy Seat with
its two carved angelic fig ures. If this con jec ture 
is cor rect, it shows that divine wis dom, rep re -
sented in the light, is a prod uct of God, whose 
pres ence was indi cated by the cloud, and the
har mo ni ous bal ance between the attrib utes of
love and power, shown in the cher u bim, and
jus tice, rep re sented by the Mercy Seat itself.

On occa sion, how ever, when God wished to 
make a pro nounce ment to his cho sen peo ple,

the cloudy pil lar moved and took up a posi tion
at the door of the taber na cle. It is likely this
“door” was the entrance to the Holy of the
taber na cle, though some believe it was the cur -
tain lead ing into the outer court. Three such
occa sions are men tioned: Exo dus 33:9,10;
Num bers 12:5; Deu ter on omy 31:15.

The Shape of the Cloud

There are two thoughts as to the shape of this
mirac u lous cloud. Some view it as an upright
plume as sug gested by the word “pil lar” as
shown here:

Others envi sion it more as a can opy sim i lar to
the cloud in this pic ture:

A text in Isa iah may shed some light on this
ques tion: “Then the LORD will cre ate over the 

whole site of Mount Zion and over her assem -
blies a cloud by day, and smoke and the shin -
ing of a flam ing fire by night; for over all the
glory there will be a can opy and a pavil ion. It
will be for a shade by day from the heat, and
for a ref uge and a shel ter from the storm and
rain” (Isa iah 4:5,6, RSV).

This text describes the cloud as a “can opy”
that pro vided both “shade by day from the
heat” and as “a ref uge and a shel ter from the
storm and rain.” This implies a huge cloud for
the mas sive horde of two mil lion peo ple, about
the pop u la tion of Hous ton, Texas, which cov -
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ers nearly six hun dred square miles. Into this
equa tion one must add space for the flocks and
herds.

These expres sions assign two func tions:
one was to pro vide shel ter from the oppres sive
desert heat, the other was to pro vide shel ter
from the rain. This again dem on strates another 
spe cial fea ture of this cloud. Usu ally clouds
bring rain, not shel ter from rain. Clouds are
porous and thus inca pa ble of keep ing out rain.
But this mirac u lous pil lar pre vented not only
the nui sance of a down pour but also flash
floods from rush ing down the baked desert
wadies. And it kept the ground from being
 saturated with water which would pre vent  the
movement of the wagons.

A Bridal Canopy

The one Hebrew word trans lated “a pavil ion
and a can opy” (“defense” in the KJV) is
chuppah (Strong’s #2646). It lit er ally means
“cov er ing” or “can opy.” The word chuppah is 
still used today by the Jews to describe the
embroi dered can opy under which wed dings
are per formed.

This Hebrew word is found in two other
places in the Old Tes ta ment: Psalm 19:5
where it is trans lated “cham ber” in the KJV,
and Joel 2:16 where it is ren dered “closet.” Its
sig nif i cance in the Jew ish wed ding cer e mony
had a slightly dif fer ent sig nif i cance in bib li cal
times. Today it rep re sents the new home the
cou ple will make for them selves. In ancient
times, how ever, the entrance into the chuppah
marked the actual union of bride and groom; it
also sig ni fied their trust in divine pro tec tion.

It is in this lat ter sig ni fi ca tion that it is used
in ref er ence to the fiery pil lar. The dan gers of
the harsh and fore bod ing Sinai wil der ness
were suf fi cient to make any one appre hen sive.
But the sight of the col umn of fire by night and
over hang ing cloud by day was a con stant assur -
ance that the God who had deliv ered them

from the ruth less hands of their Egyp tian task -
mas ters was surely able to pro tect them in the
stark desert. Oh, if they only believed! How
force ful this les son should be to the Chris tian
today: His wis dom will not lead us where his
grace can not keep us. Faith can firmly trust
him, Come what may!

Inspiration for Future Generations

Over a thou sand years after they arrived in
the prom ised land, in the fresh zeal inspired
by Nehemiah, the Isra el ites who had returned
from Bab y lon observed the Feast of Taber na -
cles. This feast, also called Succoth, was to
com mem o rate the pro tec tion God pro vided in
the wil der ness and it may have marked the
ces sa tion of the fiery pillar.

The whole pop u la tion was divided into
eight groups and each was led in the same or
sim i lar prayer by eight Levites whose names
are given in Nehemiah 9:5. On two occa sions
in that prayer of thanksgiving for divine pro tec -
tion in their exo dus from Bab y lon, the prayer
refers to the guid ance and pro tec tion pro vided
by the pil lar of fire and cloud: “More over thou
leddest them in the day by a cloudy pil lar; and
in the night by a pil lar of fire, to give them light
in the way wherein they should go. ... Yet thou
in thy man i fold mer cies forsookest them not in
the wil der ness: the pil lar of the cloud departed
not from them by day, to lead them in the way;
nei ther the pil lar of fire by night, to shew them
light, and the way wherein they should go.”
(Nehemiah 9:12,19). 

The psalm ist like wise draws inspi ra tion from
the guid ing light: “Moses and Aaron among
his priests, and Sam uel among them that call
upon his name; they called upon the LORD,

and he answered them. He spake unto them
in the cloudy pil lar: they kept his tes ti mo nies,
and the ordi nance that he gave them” (Psalm
99:6,7).

“Holy Spirit, Faithful Guide”

Though there is no lit eral pil lar of fire or
cloud to pro vide such pro tec tion and guid ance 
in a Chris tian’s wil der ness jour ney, he is not
with out his guid ing light. All of the func tions
pro vided by this mirac u lous pil lar are given
through the holy spirit:

Guid ance: “I will guide thee with mine eye”
(Psalm 32:8).
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Pro tec tion: “Thus saith the LORD, In an
accept able time have I heard thee, and in
a day of sal va tion have I helped thee: and 
I will pre serve thee, and give thee for a
cov e nant of the peo ple, to estab lish the
earth, to cause to inherit the des o late her -
i tages” (Isa iah 49:8).

Instruc tion: “But the Com forter, even the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in my name, he shall teach you all things,
and bring to your remem brance all that I
said unto you” (John 14:26, ASV).

Shel ter: “He shall cover thee with his feath -
ers, and under his wings shalt thou trust:
his truth shall be thy shield and buck ler”
(Psalm 91:4).

A Bridal Can opy: “So shall the king greatly
desire thy beauty: for he is thy LORD;
and wor ship thou him” (Psalm 45:11).

As the Levites of Nehemiah’s day thanked
the Lord for the fiery pil lar that led their fore -
fa thers safely to the prom ised land, let us ever
sing our thanks for the guid ance and pro tec tion 
we daily receive through the holy spirit.

Holy Spirit, faith ful guide,
    Ever near the Chris tian’s side,
Gently lead us by the hand,
    Pil grims in a desert land.

Weary souls, for aye rejoice,
    While they hear that sweet est voice,
Whisp’ring softly, Trav eler come!
    Fol low me, I’ll guide thee home.
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Onward to the Promised Land
Through the night of doubt and sor row 
   On ward goes the pil grim band, 
Sing ing songs of ex pec ta tion, 
   March ing to the Prom ised Land.

Clear be fore us through the dark ness 
   Gleams and burns the guid ing light; 
Brother clasps the hand of brother,
   Step ping fear less through the night.

One the Lamb, so pure and spot less, 
   One the all-aton ing blood, 
Ent’ring in the veil most holy, 
   Open ing up the way to God.

One the Light of God’s own Pres ence 
   O’er His ran somed peo ple shed, 
Chas ing far the gloom and ter ror, 
   Bright en ing all the path we tread:

One the ob ject of our jour ney, 
   One the faith which never tires, 
One the ear nest look ing for ward, 
   One the hope our God in spires:

One the strain that lips of breth ren 
   Lift as from the heart of one; 
One the con flict, one the peril, 
   One the march in God be gun:

One the glad ness of re joic ing 
   On the far eter nal shore, 
Where the One Al mighty Fa ther 
   Reigns in love for ev er more.

—The Bi ble Stu dents’ Hym nal [Eng land], #409



A Mo men tous Year

The Book of Exodus
All the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt.—Exo dus 12:41

Da vid Rice

W
hile the book of Gen e sis cov ers
about 2,500 years of his tory, the
book of Ex o dus which fol lows cov -

ers much less. Af ter re view ing the op pres sion
of Is rael, and the plagues on Egypt which may
have lasted eigh teen months or so, the re main -
der of the book cov ers a sin gle year. 

But it was a momen tous year. It was the
year of Israel’s exo dus from Egypt, the giv ing
of the law at Mount Sinai fifty days later, the
con struc tion of the taber na cle, and the inau gu -
ra tion of the priest hood to per form the var i ous
sac ri fices pre scribed under the law.

The Opening

The book opens with a brief restate ment of
items cov ered at the close of Gen e sis—namely 
the men tion of sev enty souls, pos ter ity of
Jacob, who came into Egypt with him, and
the death of their bene fac tor Joseph. The last
verses of Gen e sis tell us Joseph was 110 when 
he died. Because the Isra el ites were in Egypt
for a total of 215 years, and Joseph was 39 at
the time his family joined him in Egypt, this
means from the death of Joseph until the exo -
dus was 144 years.

The num ber nat u rally reminds us of the
144,000 of Rev e la tion 14:1, which refers to
the elect spir i tual class else where described as
the “bride” of Christ. Joseph rep re sents Christ, 
who inau gu rated the Gos pel age, and the exo -
dus with its plagues and deliv er ance of the first -
born rep re sents the close of the Gos pel age.
Thus the 144 years between these epi sodes
rep re sents the span from the death of Christ to
the deliv er ance of the church. It is a fit ting
num ber to call to mind the elect class devel -
oped dur ing that time.

The Story of Moses

The story of Moses begins with Exo dus 1:8.
Some years after the death of Joseph a Pha -
raoh arose who looked with sus pi cion on these 

Semitic res i dents of Goshen. It is oft debated
when in the his tory of Egypt’s many ancient
dynas ties this epi sode is sit u ated. Our under -
stand ing is that this was dur ing the lengthy
and pow er ful twelfth dynasty of Egypt, which
con sti tuted the bulk of what is today termed
the “Mid dle King dom” of Egypt. 

At this period of his tory Egypt’s artis tic
and cul tural advances were at their peak. This
would be con sis tent with the wealth which
would have accu mu lated to the gov ern ment
dur ing the seven years of fam ine, when the
wealth of Egypt and the sur round ing nations
flowed to the Pha raoh.

The fear of the Pha raoh who sub jected the
Isra el ites to bond age was that these “Asi atic”
res i dents (as the Egyp tians con sid ered them)
within his domain might side with a pos si ble
invad ing “Asi atic” force in the future. Indeed,
in the years after the fall of the twelfth dynasty
there was an influx of such peo ples into the
delta area of Egypt, result ing in a take over of
the coun try by “Hyksos” kings, which term is
now com monly under stood to mean “rul ers of
for eign lands.”

How ever the pol i tics may have seemed to
Pha raoh, he mis judged the threat. He failed to 
reflect that the very strength of the empire he
ruled was due largely to the benef i cent rela tion -
ship Egypt had had with the Isra el ites. The
rela tion ship had been close, not only dur ing
the early years of Joseph’s power, but even
later. 1 Chron i cles 4:18, for exam ple, records
that Mered, a descen dant of Judah, mar ried
Bithia, a daugh ter of Pha raoh.

When Israel was forced into bond age with
“task mas ters to afflict them with their bur dens” 
(Exo dus 1:11), the afflic tion actu ally stim u -
lated a burst of pop u la tion growth among the
Isra el ites (verse 12). Even today it is appar ent
that in those coun tries where liv ing con di tions
are dif fi cult, and the finer things of life are
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unavail able, the birth rate and accom pa ny ing
pop u la tion expan sion is large.

As a con se quence Pha raoh next deter mined 
to deplete the num ber of poten tial enemy sol -
diers among the Isra el ites by hav ing all the
male chil dren killed. When the mid wives did
not coop er ate, “Pha raoh charged all his peo -
ple, say ing, Every son that is born ye shall
cast into the river” (Exo dus 1:22)—a method
of dis posal some times attested of ancient Pha -
raohs.

Under these cir cum stances Moses was born.
Moses would later deliver Israel, as Christ
would deliver his peo ple, and the threat to
Moses’ life as an infant par al lels the threat to
Jesus’ life as an infant when Herod decreed the 
death of all males in Beth le hem under the age
of two. In both cases the child des tined for
God’s spe cial use was spared through His
prov i dence.

The story is well known. Jochebed, the
mother of Moses, after hid ing the newborn as
long as she could, set him adrift in an ark made 
of reeds, to be found by a daugh ter of Pha raoh
whose pity was moved and who took the young
babe for her own. Moses’ elder sis ter Mir iam
watched from a dis tance, and at the right
moment offered to find a Hebrew nurse for the
young child. The offer was accepted and
Jochebed, Moses’ own mother, was given the
job of nurs ing the child, and given wages for
the ser vice.

What a lovely les son is here brought to our
atten tion of devoted trust in the prov i dence of
God. Jochebed’s child was under sen tence of
death. She could not retain him for long, so
she com mit ted him to the care of Jeho vah and
trusted His grace and pro tec tion of what she
com mit ted to Him. There is also over us a sen -
tence of death, and what ever hopes we have for 
the future are all clouded by the death sen tence 
upon our race. What can we do? We can do
no better than what Jochebed did—com mit the 
mat ter to God, yield to him freely all our hopes 
for the pres ent and future, and yield to him our 
lives and hopes and beings through full con se -
cra tion. And behold what the Lord does for
us: he returns to us all of what we com mit ted to 
him, with a charge to care for it and use it on
his behalf. And he offers us wages for the ser -
vice, “wages ... unto life eter nal” (John 4:36).

Moses’ upbring ing by his mother instilled in 
him a respect for the prom ises of God to his
ances tors of faith: Abra ham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Moses’ upbring ing in the courts of Pha raoh
edu cated him in all the wis dom of the Egyp -
tians, which was greatly to his advan tage when
he com piled Gen e sis from the tab let records
accu mu lated by the Isra el ites, and when he
com posed Exo dus, Levit i cus, Num bers and
Deu ter on omy.

As described in the arti cle 120 Years (p. 4) 
at the age of forty Moses slew an Egyp tian in
defense of a fel low Hebrew, fled to Midian for
forty years, and later returned at God’s com -
mand to deliver the Isra el ites.

The Family of Moses

Exo dus 2:1 tells us “a man of the house of
Levi ... took to wife a daugh ter of Levi.”
These were Amram and Jochebed, the par -
ents of Moses. Exo dus 6:16-20 gives this in -
for ma tion in greater detail. The sons of Levi
were Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. The sons 
of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, Heb ron, and
Uzziel. “And Amram took him Jochebed his
father’s sis ter to wife; and she bare him Aaron 
and Moses” (verse 20). The lifespans of this
line are also given: Levi 137 years, Kohath
133 years, Amram 137 years.

Thus Moses descended from Levi through
both his father and mother. On his father’s side 
the line was Levi, Kohath, Amram, Moses.
His mater nal descent was Levi, Jochebed,
Moses. It is inter est ing that Moses’ mother was 
the aunt of his father, a gen er a tion ahead in
the ory, even though prob a bly about the same
age. This means Jochebed would have been
born later in Levi’s life, whereas her brother
Kohath would have been born ear lier in Levi’s
life.

This deduc tion is affirmed by the record of
Gen e sis 46:11 that all three sons of Levi were
liv ing when Levi came into Egypt, and the
record of Num bers 26:59 that Jochebed was
born to Levi after he came into Egypt.

A use ful fea ture of these gene al o gies and
lifespans is that they give us a better under -
stand ing of the mean ing of Exo dus 12:40,41,
which is a key to the chro nol ogy of the Old
Tes ta ment. “Now the sojourn ing of the chil -
dren of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four
hun dred and thirty years. And it came to pass
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at the end of the four hun dred and thirty years
... that all the hosts of the LORD went out from 
the land of Egypt.”

If the reader checks var i ous trans la tions of
this pas sage, it becomes appar ent that some
ren der the pas sage to express the thought that
the Isra el ites were in Egypt for 430 years. Yet
this does not accord with the infor ma tion given
above, as a lit tle exper i men ta tion will show.
For exam ple, say Levi was forty when he came
into Egypt—he could have been no youn ger
than that accord ing to the nar ra tive in Gen e sis
about Jacob. This means he would have died
97 years after enter ing Egypt. If the Isra el ites
were in Egypt for 430 years, then 333 years
would still remain before the exo dus.

Now sup pose the unlikely and extreme case
that Jochebed was born to Levi in the last year
of his life. Because Moses was eighty at the
exo dus, Jochebed would have been 253 years
old at the birth of Moses—which is impos si ble
when peo ple were liv ing on the order of 130
years at the time. There fore it appears Exo dus
12:40,41 does not intend that the Isra el ites
were 430 years in Egypt alone. So what does it 
mean?

The pas sage evi dently refers to the sojourn -
ing of the Isra el ites and their fathers in the
prom ised land and in Egypt. In this respect it
would fol low the kind of reck on ing Paul used
in Hebrews 7:10, when he says Levi paid
tithes to Melchisedec while “he was yet in the
loins of his father” Abra ham. That sojourn
began when Abra ham came into Canaan fol -
low ing the death of Terah. His first stop of
note in the prom ised land was Sichem, later
given as Shechem, at which place God ap -
peared to Abra ham “and said, Unto thy seed
will I give this land” (Gen e sis 12:7). Until
this time God’s cov e nant with Abra ham had
been pro vi sional, but now it was given uncon -
di tion ally.

The rea son ing above is evi dently what the
rab bis of old also deduced about the mean ing
of Exo dus 12:40,41, and the apos tle Paul,
schooled under one of Israel’s famous rab bis,
Gamaliel, reports this view in Galatians 3:16,
17. “Now to Abra ham and his seed were the
prom ises made ... And ... that [Abrahamic
cov e nant] ... the law, which was 430 years
after, can not dis an nul.”

The flow of Paul’s state ment is unusual be -
cause of the point he is mak ing in Galatians.
But it does stip u late that 430 years spanned
the time from God’s cov e nant with Abra ham
until the law which was given just shortly after
the exo dus.

With out these texts—Exo dus 12:40,41 and
Galatians 3:16,17—we would have no record
affirm ing this period of time, and thus no sure
method of deter min ing the time from Moses
back to Adam. With out this key, we could not
com pute the cli max of 6,000 years of human
his tory which intro duce the Mil len nium.

430 Years

This period of time is inter est ing because it
reap pears later in the Divine Plan in con spic -
u ous places. Ezekiel 4:4-6 records an instruc -
tion of God to Ezekiel to lie on one side, then
the other, for 390 and 40 days respec tively—
430 days total—to rep re sent an afflic tion of
Israel of the same num ber of years when Israel 
would be sub ject to other nations and “eat
their defiled [spir i tual] bread among the Gen -
tiles” (v. 13). Indeed, from the time of this
proph ecy until the cleans ing of the tem ple
under the Maccabees, was a period of 430
years, count ing inclu sively.

In both cases this 430 years refers to a ten ta -
tive, unset tled, pro vi sional state, pend ing a
blessed relief in God’s due time. Prob a bly both 
of these peri ods rep re sent the Gos pel age when 
spir i tual Israel has been in a ten ta tive, unset -
tled, pro vi sional state pend ing a blessed relief
from their ene mies.

It is at least wor thy of not e that the 1,290
years of Dan iel 12:11 is related to this span of
time also, being exactly three inter vals of 430
years. Prob a bly there is some deeper mean ing
that we have yet to fully appre hend in the rela -
tion ship of these num bers. It is always good,
when study ing the Lord’s word, to keep in
mind the rela tion ships we observe, as they may
prove use ful in reveal ing greater insights into
the things it has pleased God to put into the
Scrip tures for our inter est, encour age ment, and 
use. (See Prov erbs 25:2.)

The Family of Moses’ Wife

Dur ing Moses’ forty years of shep herd ing in
Midian he mar ried Zipporah, daugh ter of
Reuel (Exo dus 2:18-22), who is also called
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Jethro (Exo dus 3:1), and later called Raguel
(Num bers 10:29). While in Midian Zippor -
ah bore two sons to Moses, Gershom and Eli -
ezer (Exo dus 18:3,4). When Moses returned
to Egypt, he took his wife and sons with him:
“And Moses took his wife and his sons, and
set them upon an ass, and he returned to the
land of Egypt” (Exo dus 4:20). 

At some point, how ever, it appears Moses
sent his wife and sons back to Midian, per haps 
for their safety, or per haps because the time
pre pa ra tory to the exo dus was so extended. In
either case, when Jethro heard the good news
of the bless ing of God in the exo dus, he joined
Moses at Mount Sinai: “And Jethro, Moses’
father in law, came with his sons and his wife
unto Moses into the wil der ness, where he en -
camped at the mount of God” (Exo dus 18:5).

The great vic tory God gave to Moses con -
firmed to Jethro that Jeho vah was indeed God:
“Now I know that the LORD is greater than
all gods: for in the thing wherein they dealt
proudly he was above them” (Exo dus 18:11).
He offered a burnt offer ing to God, and Aaron 
and all the elders of Israel joined to “eat bread
with Moses’ father in law before God,” by
which he pub licly declared him self com mit ted
to Jeho vah (Exo dus 18:12). 

So should we mark the vic to ries God gives
us through the spirit over the ene mies we face
within and with out. Let us in response declare
pub licly our appre ci a tion, and our com mit ment 
to Jeho vah who gives us these vic to ries.

It was Jethro who gave Moses such good
advice about less en ing the bur dens he car ried
in judg ing all the issues among the Isra el ites.
When he saw that Moses judged the peo ple
from morn ing to eve ning, he advised Moses
to dis trib ute the bur den to trusted elders who
would refer only the most dif fi cult cases to
Moses (Exo dus 18:14-22). 

The appoint ees would be “able men, such
as fear God, men of truth, hat ing cov et ous ness; 
and place such over them, to be rul ers of thou -
sands, and rul ers of hun dreds, rul ers of fif ties,
and rul ers of tens” (verse 21). There was great 
wis dom in this advice. Not only would it pro -
vide release for Moses to focus on the greater
mat ters, but it would dis trib ute the judg ment
among many trusted men. 

Inev i ta bly, had Moses con tin ued to decide
every issue, a spirit of accu sa tion would rise

from time to time from par ties who did not pre -
vail. As accu sa tion joined to accu sa tion, Moses 
would face a cre scendo of oppo si tion which
would weaken his lead er ship and demor al ize
his spirit. Even as it was, Moses was fre quently 
accused by var i ous seg ments within Israel, on
one occa sion mov ing God to deliver him from
the injus tice by over throw ing “two hun dred
and fifty princes of the assem bly, famous in
the con gre ga tion, men of renown” (Num bers
16:2).

In this Moses was an exam ple for us all.
Our Lord Jesus, whom Moses rep re sented,
was beset even more vehe mently by the Phar i -
sees of his day, who were momen tarily suc -
cess ful when they cru ci fied him. But the lea -
dership of Israel would suf fer the judg ment of
God when the inter nal strife within Jeru sa lem,
and the sub se quent tak ing of the city by the
Romans, did what they feared—“the Romans
shall come and take away both our place and
nation” (John 11:48).

The brother of Zipporah, son of Jethro,
namely Hobab, served as a guide for the Isra el -
ites dur ing their wan der ing from Sinai for ward. 
For inter est ing com ments on his ser vice, see the 
arti cle Israel’s Guid ing Light (p. 23).

The Ten Plagues

The ten plagues which fell on Egypt were seg -
re gated into two parts, the first three and the
last seven. The first three plagues affected all,
both Egyp tians and Isra el ites, but the remain -
ing seven fell only on the Egyp tians and not in 
Goshen where the Isra el ites lived.

This divi sion is note wor thy because it is an
inte gral part of the antitype of this expe ri ence.
Rev e la tion chap ters 15 and 16 speak of “seven 
last plagues” which are com monly iden ti fied as 
the ful fill ment of the last seven of the ten in
Egypt.

We under stand that the first three refer to
three dis tresses on Chris ten dom which pre cede 
the har vest when the “wheat and tares” are
mixed. This is before the call “come out of her, 
my peo ple,” so all are affected. The last seven
would then rep re sent seven plagues dur ing the
har vest after the call to sep a rate. 

We inter pret the first three plagues to rep re -
sent 1) the Ref or ma tion, 2) the French Rev o -
lu tion and con se quent Napo le onic wars which
rav aged Chris ten dom, and 3) the “nui sance”
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plague of lice as the “nui sance” of the Adven -
tist Move ment in the early 1800s. The first of
the next seven was like that last one. It was a
plague of flies, rep re sent ing the impact of the
truth move ment on Chris tians within Chris ten -
dom who did not respond favor ably. This pre -
ceded the first deadly plague, the sec ond of
Rev e la tion 16, which affected the broad “sea”
class; it resulted in the over throw of the kings
of Europe (com pare Ezekiel 26:16 and Isa iah
23:11).

The final judg ment among the ten plagues
in Egypt was the death of the first born, which
evi dently rep re sents that at the close of the har -
vest the “inher i tors” of the old sys tem will be
no more, that is, the pres ent sys tem will come
to an end so there is noth ing more to inherit.

The first born of Israel dur ing that cli mac tic
night indi cate that the saints of God are still
here, until the close of the har vest, in the flesh,
under the pro tec tion of the blood. Their “pass -
ing over” evi dently rep re sents the deliv er ance
of the saints from jeop ardy through their pass -
ing into life beyond the veil. If this is the mean -
ing of the pic ture, it indi cates that some of the
church will be in the flesh until the last plague
begins to be poured. Until then, the “high call -
ing of God in Christ Jesus” still has some par -
tic i pants who are yet in the flesh.

The mid night hour at which the death angel 
passed through Egypt would rep re sent the de -
struc tive close of the pres ent dis pen sa tion. This 
is not the mid night for the church—that ap -
pears at the open ing of the har vest, as shown in 
the par a ble of the vir gins, for “at mid night
there was a cry made, Behold, the bride groom” 
(Mat thew 25:6), and con sid er able activ ity
among the Lord’s peo ple pro ceeds there af ter.
That mid night marked the close of six peri ods
of the church, and intro duced the favor able
oppor tu nity of the Laodicean stage of the
church which com menced with our Lord’s re -
turn in 1874.

The mid night hour of the death angel in
Exo dus 12:29 is quite dif fer ent. That will be
the mid night hour for the world. In it the old
sys tems pass away, and a tran si tion is made
into the king dom of Christ which is estab lished
at Israel through the com mo tion asso ci ated with
this last of the seven plagues. The for mer mid -
night (for the church) is at the begin ning of the

har vest, whereas the lat ter mid night (for the
world) is at the close of the har vest.

Law of the Passover

Exo dus 12 records the instruc tions of God
about keep ing the pass over. This is a famous
pas sage which many read annu ally as they
study the Memo rial of our Lord’s death, an
event that occurred on the same day of the
Jew ish cal en dar that our Lord Jesus died on
the cross and which was also the time the Isra -
el ites were slay ing their pass over lambs.

Five days ear lier the Isra el ites were to select
their lambs, on the tenth of Nisan; just as Jesus
was pre sented to the mul ti tudes as he rode into
Jeru sa lem to shouts of Hosanna, on the tenth
of Nisan. It was on the pre vi ous eve ning, which 
opened that day, that Mary anointed Jesus for
his approach ing death—all fit ting to denote
Jesus’ “selec tion” as the pass over sac ri fice for
Israel.

One of the fea tures of the pass over cel e bra -
tion was a seven-day feast of unleav ened bread, 
which seems aptly to rep re sent the Gos pel age
of seven stages, dur ing which we appre ci ate the 
ben e fits of our pas chal lamb, Jesus, and cleanse 
our selves from the leaven of sin. Exo dus 12:16
says that feast closed with a spe cial cel e bra tion
on the sev enth and clos ing day of the feast, rep -
re sent ing the spe cial bless ings of the Laodicean 
stage of the church, for dur ing this period the
saints go to their prom ised bless ings in the
spirit realm.

The Journey from Egypt

The flight of Israel from Egypt is recorded in
chap ters 13 and 14, and their song of tri umph 
and thanksgiving after their deliv er ance through
the Red Sea in chap ter 15. Fre quently the
pass ing of Israel through the Red Sea is ap -
plied to the full deliv er ance of all the world
through the last onslaught of Satan dur ing the
lit tle sea son which fol lows the Mil len nium. This
appli ca tion is given in Stud ies in the Scrip -
tures, vol. 6, pp. 458, 459.

Exo dus 14:24 con tains a pro phetic clue
which har mo nizes with this view. The time the
hosts of Pha raoh were being sub dued in the
Red Sea is described as “in the morn ing
watch.” In Psalm 90:4, a watch in the night is
com pared to a thou sand years. Mark 6:48
shows there were four watches in the night, so
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the one described as the “morn ing watch” is
evi dently the last of these. In the Jew ish econ -
omy the day was divided also into four parts—
two parts of the morn ing, and two parts of the
after noon. Thus the day was divided into eight
por tions. 

The “morn ing watch” of Exo dus 14:24
may thus rep re sent the eighth mil len nium in
God’s plan. This is the time dur ing which the
Lit tle Sea son of Satan’s last endeavor to pur -
sue man kind takes place, for Rev e la tion 20:3
spec i fies that the Lit tle Sea son fol lows the end
of the mil len nium (which most iden tify with the 
sev enth mil len nium since Adam).

Wandering in the Wilderness

Exo dus 15:22 begins the account of Israel’s
expe ri ences fol low ing their great deliv er ance.
When the apos tle Paul com ments on the wil -
der ness expe ri ences of Israel, he applies them
to the expe ri ences of the Chris tian church dur -
ing the Gos pel age.

For exam ple, 1 Corin thi ans 10:1-11 is
explicit about this: “All our fathers were under
the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and
were all bap tized unto Moses in the cloud and
in the sea” (verses 1, 2). This rep re sents our
bap tism into the greater than Moses, namely
our Lord Jesus.

In verse three Paul says they “did all eat
the same spir i tual meat”—the manna from
heaven—which our Lord Jesus says rep re sents
the nour ish ment we have in him (John 6:31-
35). The manna rep re sents both the liv ing
word, Jesus, and the writ ten word, the Scrip -
tures which tes tify of Jesus, from which we
draw spir i tual strength and nour ish ment. To
take advan tage of this heav enly manna we
should first com mit our selves to God, and by
faith “eat the flesh of the Son of man, and
drink his blood” (John 6:53). We should then
“Search the scrip tures,” for in them we “have
eter nal life” (John 5:39).

When the Isra el ites first received the manna
from heaven, they described the taste of it “like
wafers made with honey” (Exo dus 16:31).
What a lovely taste! So is the bless ing of the
holy spirit, com mu ni cated through the Scrip -
tures, to those who appre ci ate and value it.

But with time the Isra el ites tired of this
mirac u lous sus te nance. So is the jeop ardy with
us. We can tire of even the mirac u lous nour ish -

ment we have in the Scrip tures, through the
spirit. We can con sider it com mon, unap pre ci -
ated, or worse, if we do not focus on what a
bless ing it is to be thus fed by God in a super -
nat u ral way by his spirit. 

When the Isra el ites tired of it, they described
its taste dif fer ently: “Now our soul is dried
away: there is noth ing at all, beside this manna, 
before our eyes ... and the taste of it was as the
taste of fresh oil” (Num bers 11:6-8). Could it
taste this way to us? We still rec og nize it as
“oil”—the holy spirit—but gone is the like ness 
to “wafers made with honey.” Honey, in the
Scrip tures, is the sweet ness of the high call ing.
Do we for get the remark able sweet ness of this
call? Does the con ti nu ity of our Chris tian walk
—resist ing the things of the flesh, pur su ing a
con sci en tious life, with prin ci ple, patiently,
con sis tently—cause us to weary, and let slip
the won der of the goal, and the sweet fel low -
ship with God and Christ which is both our
pres ent inher i tance, and our future reward?

Let us instead rejoice every day for the
unspeak able priv i lege which is ours. We know
what the world does not know—of God, his
plan, and the devoted ser vice of the saints who
with us are run ning for the prize of the high
call ing. Let us awaken every morn ing to appre -
ci ate another oppor tu nity to express by our
deeds, thoughts, and words, “the praises of
him who hath called you out of dark ness into
his mar vel lous light” (1 Peter 2:9). 

Gospel Age Blessings

Exo dus 15:23 begins the record of the heal ing 
of waters at Marah. They were cured by a tree 
cast into them, prob a bly rep re sent ing how the
brack ish waters of the law were sweet ened by
Christ’s death. By this means the “hand writ -
ing of ordi nances that was against us, which
was con trary to us” was taken “out of the way, 
nail ing it to his cross” (Colossians 2:14).

We are freed from the “let ter [which] kill -
eth,” and are priv i leged instead to fol low “the
spirit” which “giv eth life” (2 Corin thi ans 3:6). 
The spirit of the law we can keep, through our
inten tions, if we focus our affec tions on things
above, and apply our selves to the spirit of
Christ. This blessed spirit we may con tain
within our minds, our hearts, and use it to con -
trol our words, con duct, and the thoughts from
which these spring. “Let the words of my
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mouth, and the med i ta tion of my heart, be
accept able in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, 
and my redeemer” (Psalm 19:14).

The Isra el ites next took their jour ney to
Elim, find ing “twelve wells of water, and [sev -
enty] palm trees: and they encamped there by
the waters” (Exo dus 15:27). After the Chris -
tian church began through bap tism into Christ,
they found the curse of the law removed, they
encamped in the sweet bless ings of the teach -
ings of the twelve apos tles, evi dently rep re -
sented by the twelve wells by which the Isra el -
ites would draw water. The sev enty palm trees
remind us of the sev enty dis ci ples that Jesus
sent two by two to pre pare peo ple for his mes -
sage; per haps they rep re sent all the sun dry
teach ers and lead ers among the early church,
beyond the scope of the twelve apos tles.

All of these were a bless ing to set tle those of
the early church into their faith, pro vide peace
and refresh ment for them, for the tri als of the
way would soon com mence. “And they, con -
tin u ing daily with one accord in the tem ple,
and break ing bread from house to house, did
eat their meat with glad ness and sin gle ness of
heart” (Acts 2:46). 

What a blessed con di tion! May we each
rejoice in the fel low ship of saints as they did
then. May we never dis dain the fel low ship of
Chris tian breth ren, by look ing at the shal low
joys of the world.

The Trials Commence

Exo dus 16 records Israel’s com plaint for food, 
so God gave them manna. Exo dus 17 records
Israel’s com plaint for water, so God gave them 
water from a rock in Horeb. On the latter
occa sion Moses was to strike the rock, which
he did, and it gushed forth water. So Christ
was smit ten at the first advent, and from his
sac ri fice comes the blessed water of life for the
saints now.

Years later, near the end of their jour neys,
the Isra el ites would clamor again for water,
and God would again pro duce water for them
from a rock. But on this occa sion Moses was
merely to speak to the rock. So at the close of
the Gos pel age, the rock which represents
Christ will yield yet another won der ful flow of
life-giv ing water, this time for the world of man -
kind. But he will not be smit ten again for this
pur pose. Merely speak ing to the rock would

now suf fice, indi cat ing God’s time for a sec ond 
bless ing as a result of Jesus’ orig i nal sac ri fice
(Num bers 20:8).

Exo dus 17 then intro duces another trial
for Israel: “Then came Amalek, and fought
with Israel in Rephidim” (v. 8). So the ene -
mies of the church would per se cute and afflict
them, but never over come the saints. Ulti mate -
ly “I will utterly put out the remem brance of
Ama lek from under heaven” God prom ised
(Exo dus 17:14); and so God will utterly
remove all the ene mies which now afflict the
saints.

In the book of Hebrews Paul again takes
up the com par i son of Israel in the wil der ness,
long ing for the prom ised rest in Canaan, to the
saints dur ing our wil der ness wan der ing, long -
ing for the prom ised rest of the king dom. He
warns there, as he did in 1 Corin thi ans 10, not
to fall as the Israelites so often fell by aban don -
ing their faith: “Harden not your hearts, as in
the prov o ca tion, in the day of temp ta tion in
the wil der ness: when your fathers tempted me,
proved me, and saw my works forty years”
(Hebrews 3:8,9). “Take heed, breth ren, lest
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbe lief,
in de part ing from the liv ing God. But exhort
one another daily, while it is called To day; lest 
any of you be hard ened through the deceit ful -
ness of sin” (Hebrews 3:12,13). “For,” as he
con tin ues, “we are made par tak ers of Christ if
we hold the begin ning of our con fi dence sted -
fast unto the end” (verse 14).

Israel Gathered at the Mount

Exo dus 19 records Israel’s arrival at Mount
Sinai. Both Paul and Peter extract les sons
from this epi sode which apply to the saints.
As Israel gath ered to the lit eral moun tain in
the desert, Paul says we have gath ered to a
spir i tual mount in antitype: “Ye are come
unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the liv -
ing God” (Hebrews 12:22). As Israel there
heard the voice of God speak ing from heaven
all the ten com mand ments, so Paul instructs
us, “See to it that you do not refuse Him who
is speak ing ... from heaven” (Hebrews 12:25,
NASB).

At this moun tain God offered Israel, gath -
ered expec tantly at the mount, a remark able
oppor tu nity: “If ye will obey my voice indeed,
and keep my cov e nant, then ye shall be a pecu -
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liar trea sure unto me above all peo ple ... and
ye shall be unto me a king dom of priests, and
an holy nation” (Exo dus 19:5,6). This is the
source for Peter’s exhor ta tions to the saints:
“Ye are a cho sen gen er a tion, a royal priest -
hood, an holy nation, a pecu liar peo ple” (1
Peter 2:9).

As won der ful as was the offer of God to
Israel, it was only a pic ture of the higher bless -
ings he offers us. What is our answer? Israel
replied, “All that the LORD hath spo ken we
will do” (Exo dus 19:8). Let this be our
answer also, but let us be more resolved than
Israel to ful fill it.

When Israel rebelled some weeks later,
“there fell of the peo ple that day about three
thou sand men” (Exo dus 32:28). So it was at
the giv ing of the Let ter of the Law. But when
the Spirit of the Law was given at Pen te cost, it
brought life in pro por tion as the other brought
death: “Then they that gladly received his
word were bap tized: and the same day there
were added unto them about three thou sand
souls” (Acts 2:41).

When Israel was being inducted into the law 
cov e nant, Moses “offered burnt offer ings, and
sac ri ficed peace offer ings of oxen unto the
LORD” (Exo dus 24:5). The blood of sprin -
kling secured from these was used on the peo -
ple: “And Moses took the blood, and sprin -
kled it on the peo ple” (verse 8). Paul refers to
this in Hebrews 9:19, and showed that this
required Jesus to die as a sac ri fice for sins to
thus secure our rela tion ship to God (Hebrews
9:23,24). We, who have accepted God’s offer
to becomes priests and kings, have thus had
our “hearts sprin kled from an evil con science,”
to cleanse us, and thus enable our induc tion
into Christ (Hebrews 10:22).

Sub se quently sev enty elders of Israel accom -
pa nied Moses, Aaron, and his eldest sons to
a remark able vision of God, who appeared
seated high above on a fir ma ment of sap phire.
There they feasted and had blessed com mu -

nion. So at the open ing of the Gos pel age did
the lead ers of faith enjoy blessed spir i tual com -
mu nion with God through Jesus. The tes ti -
mony of this lin gers to this day through the
words of New Tes ta ment Scrip ture, so that the 
bless ings of that early time are avail able even to 
us.

Closing Chapters

The remain der of the chap ters through and
includ ing chap ter 34 are cov ered in the arti -
cles Seven Ascents (p. 8) and Descend ing in
Glory (p. 11). In chap ter 35 Moses addresses
Israel, explain ing again the holi ness of the
Sab bath, which was a day of release from the
mun dane issues of life, to focus on the higher
spir i tual val ues of God and god li ness. That
was to be a day of holy con vo ca tion.

Today it is com mon in Chris tian cul tures to
observe Sunday in this respect, a day of relief
from the pro fane con cerns of life, to assem ble
with other Chris tians, focus on things of the
spirit, and mutu ally edify one another in the
faith. If we let the spirit of the world per me ate
into the bless ed ness of this oppor tu nity, we are
mov ing away from the spirit and toward the
world. Let us, on the other hand, com mit our -
selves, and encour age our breth ren dur ing our
meet ings with them, avoid ing the pro fane cares 
of this life.

Moses then gave instruc tions about build ing 
the taber na cle; the work then pro ceeds through 
chap ter 39. At last “it came to pass in the first
month in the sec ond year, on the first day of the 
month, that the taber na cle was reared up”
(Exo dus 40:17).

God approved: “So Moses fin ished the work.
Then a cloud cov ered the tent of the con gre ga -
tion [lit er ally, tent of meet ing—where God
would meet with man], and the glory of the
LORD filled the taber na cle” (Exo dus 40:33,
34).

So let us build, and seek the Lord’s ap -
proval.
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PBI News
PBI Di rec tors Elected
The mem bers of the Pas to ral Bi ble In sti tute have
elected these seven in di vid u als to serve as di rec tors 
for the next twelve months:

Todd Al ex an der George Tabac
Len Griehs Tim Thomassen
Carl Hagensick Dan Wesol
Mi chael Nekora

Adam to Zion
This pop u lar book de scrib ing
in pic tures and sim ple Eng lish 
the truths of the Di vine Plan
has just been re printed as a
pa per back for use in wit ness -
ing work. The In sti tute is pro -
vid ing it for only two dol lars,
post paid any where in the
world. Use the back of the  
insert found in this is sue to
place your or der.

World News

 u  Re li gious
Chris tian mobs killed scores of Mus lims, burned
their corpses, and de faced mosques as re li gious vi -
o lence es ca lated in Ni ge ria. The ri ots started in the
mostly Mus lim north when Mus lims dem on strat ing 
against Dan ish car toons of the Prophet Mo ham med 
at tacked and killed about a dozen Chris tians. More
than 30 churches were torched. An gry Chris tians
in the south took re venge on the Mus lim mi nor ity
there, kill ing doz ens of Mus lims in the city of
Onitsha alone.

—The Week, 3/10/2006

USA: 85% of the pop u la tion be lieve in God; 11%
be lieve in a uni ver sal spirit

EU ROPE: 41% be lieve in God; 33% be lieve in a
uni ver sal spirit

—Pew Re search Cen ter, July 2005

Pa ki stan’s tiny Chris tian com mu nity has faced at -
tack as a means of seek ing re venge for … West ern
gov ern ments per ceived as be ing ‘anti-Mus lim’.
Churches have been set ablaze, con gre ga tions shot
at and Chris tians killed. Non-Mus lims make up

around three per cent of Pa ki stan’s pop u la tion of
149 mil lion. Of these, two per cent are Hin dus, con -
cen trated in Sindh, and around one per cent Chris -
tians, the larg est num ber based in the Punjab prov -
ince. All suf fer discrimination in various forms.

—AlertNet.org, 2/20/2006

The old est known copy of Old Tes ta ment Scrip ture
was dis cov ered in 1979. Two tiny sil ver scroll am -
u lets were found in a Je ru sa lem tomb. They were
etched with an cient He brew script. The script con -
tained a quo ta tion from the bless ing re corded in
Num bers 6:24-26. The in scrip tion dates to the sev -
enth cen tury B.C., around the time of Sol o mon’s
Tem ple and the prophet Jer e miah. So these verses
are older than the Dead Sea Scrolls by ap prox i -
mately 400 years.

—Is rael My Glory, Jan u ary/Feb ru ary 2006

Re li gious pres sure on text books is grow ing well
be yond Chris tian fun da men tal ists’ at tack on evo lu -
tion. His tory books are the big gest bat tle ground, as
groups vie for changes in texts for el e men tary and
sec ond ary schools that cast their faiths in a better
light. Hindu groups, in par tic u lar, have swamped
Cal i for nia au thor i ties with pro posed re vi sions,
which would de lete or soften ref er ences to poly the -
ism, the caste sys tem, and the in fe rior sta tus of
women in an cient In dia. For text book pub lish ers, to 
ig nore re li gious groups is to risk exclusion from
markets.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 1/25/2006

 B  So cial
The Al-Sa laam Boccaccio 98 sank in the Red Sea
on its way from Saudi Ara bia to the Egyp tian port
of Safaga. The gov er nor of Red Sea prov ince, Bakr 
al-Rashidi, said that only 388 of the more than
1,400 peo ple on board were known to have sur -
vived. Most of the pas sen gers were low-in come
Egyp tians re turn ing from work ing in Saudi Ara bia
and other Per sian Gulf coun tries. Fire broke out in
the ship’s park ing bay as it was about 20 miles
from the Saudi shore. The crew de cided to push
across the Red Sea to try to reach Egypt’s shores
110 miles away. As it burned, many pas sen gers
moved to one side of the ship. An ex plo sion was
heard, and high winds helped top ple the un bal -
anced ves sel.

—As so ci ated Press, 2/6/2006
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World wide mea sles deaths dropped 48% in six
years as im mu ni za tion ef forts reached more chil -
dren in sub-Sa ha ran Af rica. The World Health
 Organization and the U.N. Chil dren’s Fund said
the fall in deaths to 454,000 in 2004 from 871,000
in 1999 was “an out stand ing pub lic-health suc cess
story.” A safe, cheap and ef fec tive mea sles vac cine
has been avail able since the 1960s, but the highly
in fec tious dis ease is still a ma jor killer of chil dren
in de vel op ing coun tries.

—Los An geles Times, 3/11/2006

Wind mills are sprout ing on hill sides across the
Mid west. Ma son City be came the first Iowa town
to set rules that al low wind mills in com mer cial, in -
dus trial and res i den tial zones. The in creas ing pop u -
lar ity of wind en ergy is part of a surge in the de vel -
op ment of al ter na tive en ergy source. Last year, a
re cord 9,149 mega watts of elec tric ity was pro duced 
by wind in the USA. That’s just 0.5% of all elec -
tric ity gen er ated in the coun try.

—USA To day, 2/24/2006

A su per nova has as tron o mers around the globe rac -
ing to their tele scopes. The ad vent of the ex plod ing 
star was her alded by a burst of gamma-ray ra di a -
tion, de tected Feb ru ary 18 by NASA’s Swift sat el -
lite. Three days later, sci en tists matched the burst to 
the birth of a su per nova. The gamma ray burst was
the sec ond clos est to Earth ever de tected.

—USA To day, 2/24/2006

Rus sian au thor i ties killed more than 270,000 chick -
ens in the coun try’s south west ern-most cor ner to
con tain a new wave of le thal bird flu, a day af ter
Tur key re ported sus pected out breaks in al most a
third of its prov inces. Avian in flu enza has bro ken
out across west ern Asia, pos si bly lead ing to out -
breaks in East ern Eu rope and the Eu ro pean Un ion.
In Tur key, more than 1.87 mil lion poul try have been
culled in the past two months.

—Bloomberg News, 2/17/2006

Sci en tists ex plor ing an iso lated jun gle in one of In -
do ne sia’s most re mote prov inces dis cov ered doz ens 
of new spe cies of frogs, but ter flies and plants, as
well as mam mals hunted to near ex tinc tion else -
where, mem bers of the ex pe di tion said. The De -
cem ber ex pe di tion to Pa pua on the west ern side
of New Guinea is land was or ga nized by the U.S.-
based en vi ron men tal or ga ni za tion Con ser va tion In -
ter na tional and the In do ne sian In sti tute of Sci ences. 
The sci en tists said they dis cov ered 20 frog spe cies,
in clud ing a tiny microhylid frog less than a half
inch long, four new butterfly species and at least
five new types of palms.

—As so ci ated Press, 2/7/2006

For Af ri cans born with a ge netic con di tion known
as al bi nism, which de prives skin, hair and some -
times eyes of pig men ta tion, life is com pli cated by
prej u dice and ill ness. Al bi nism in parts of Af rica is
es ti mated to af fect as many as one in a thou sand
peo ple. In many Af ri can cul tures, they are seen as
bear ers of bad luck. Many are aban doned at birth
or even slaugh tered in rit ual sac ri fice. Al bi nos in
many parts of Af rica are in spe cial dan ger be cause
of an i mist cus toms that as cribe mag i cal pow ers to
po tions made from sac ri ficed al bi nos. Around
 Africa, par ents hide their al bino chil dren ahead of
elec tions and im por tant sports com pe ti tions, fearing 
that they will be abducted and killed.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 1/6/2006

A land slide in a cen tral Phil ip pine prov ince bur ied
all but three or four of the 300 houses in a vil lage
of Saint Ber nard mu nic i pal ity, as well as a school
build ing. As many as 3,000 peo ple may have been
killed. The La Nina weather phe nom e non is caus -
ing three to four times more rain than nor mal in the
Phil ip pines. 

—Bloomberg News, 2/17/2006

In dia, de spite its rep u ta tion as a bot tom less well of
back-of fice tal ent ready to scoop up jobs, is hav ing
an in creas ingly dif fi cult time find ing qual i fied
work ers to fuel its boom ing ser vices sec tor. Con -
sult ing firm McKinsey & Co. says In dia’s in for -
ma tion-tech nol ogy in dus try could face a def i cit of
500,000 work ers as soon as 2010. At the heart of
In dia’s di lemma lies the an ti quated higher-ed u -
ca tion sys tem that pro duces around three mil lion
grad u ates a year, but of such un even qual ity that
many aren’t em ploy able.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 1/4/2006

 G  Po lit i cal
China plans the big gest in crease in its de fense bud -
get in four years, a move likely to raise con cern
around the world. China an nounced at its an nual
Na tional Peo ple’s Con gress, that it would boost mil -
i tary spend ing to $35.1 bil lion, an in crease of 14.7
per cent. The in crease comes as China has stepped
up rhet o ric against Tai wan. A U.S. gov ern ment re -
port is sued in July said China is build ing up its mil -
i tary to be able to pro ject power be yond Tai wan.
An a lysts say China’s of fi cial bud get masks the true 
size of spend ing, which could be as much as four
times greater.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 3/6/2006 

The Ken yan gov ern ment squan dered mil lions of
dol lars on lux ury ve hi cles—mainly for the per sonal 
use of se nior of fi cials—dur ing its first year in
 office, de spite pledges that it was com mit ted to
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tack ling pov erty and cre at ing a more ef fi cient ad -
min is tra tion. A re port com piled by Trans par ency
In ter na tional and the Kenya Na tional Com mis sion
on Hu man Rights, said the spend ing was an ex am -
ple of “waste ful ex pen di ture and con spic u ous con -
sump tion.” The re port said that be tween Jan u ary
2003 and Sep tem ber 2004, the gov ern ment pur -
chased nu mer ous ve hi cles worth $12 million.

—Fi nan cial Times, 1/31/2006

Once best known for opium, the ac tive in gre di ent
in her oin, Af ghan i stan has been work ing its way up 
the pro duc tion lad der. Now it’s the world’s larg est
pro ducer and ex porter of her oin. Clan des tine labs
churn out so much prod uct that the av er age her oin
price in West ern Eu rope tum bled to $75 a gram
from $251 in 1990, ad justed for in fla tion, ac cord -
ing to the United Na tions Of fice on Drugs and
Crime. The busi ness is also spread ing dis ease and
ad dic tion in Cen tral Asia and Rus sia, where traf -
fick ers have ramped up a smuggling route to the
heart of Europe.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 1/18/2006

The United Na tions is call ing on mil i tary forces
from the de vel oped world to help trans form an in -
ter na tional pro tec tion force in Su dan’s Darfur re -
gion, amid re ports of con tin u ing atroc i ties and warn -
ings that its peace pro cess is fail ing. The Af ri can
Un ion, whose 7,000 strong force in Darfur has
proved un able to halt wide spread vi o lence, is run -
ning out of funds. The chal lenges for any mis sion
would be mas sive; Darfur is a vast, un der de vel oped 
re gion about the size of Iraq, be reft of in fra struc -
ture. The con flict in volves frac tious re bel groups,
gov ern ment-backed mi li tia and gov ern ment forces.

—Fi nan cial Times, 1/18/2006

�Fi nan cial
China raised its es ti mate for the to tal size of its
econ omy in 2004 to 15.988 tril lion yuan ($1.981
tril lion). The Na tional Bu reau of Sta tis tics’ re vi sion 
put China ahead of It aly as the world’s sixth-larg est 
econ omy based on 2004 Gross Do mes tic Prod uct
figures.

—Dow Jones, 1/4/2006

Royal Ca rib bean In ter na tional or dered the world’s
larg est and most ex pen sive cruise ship yet, a $1.24
bil lion ves sel that will be al most as long as four
foot ball fields and hold up to 6,400 pas sen gers. The 
ship, dubbed Pro ject Gen e sis, will be 220,000 gross 
reg is tered tons when it is de liv ered to the world’s
sec ond-larg est cruise op er a tor in fall 2009 by Oslo
ship builder Aker Yards. The ship will weigh about
[as much as] a Nimitz-class air craft car rier. Aker
said its con tract price of about $1 bil lion would be

“the most valu able ship ever or dered in the his tory
of commercial shipbuilding.”

—Wash ing ton Times, 2/7/2006

Mak ing a bil lion just is n’t what it used to be. In the
[Forbes] in au gu ral rank ing of the world’s rich est
peo ple 20 years ago, there were some 140 bil lion -
aires. Just three years ago there were 476. In 2006,
the list is a re cord 793. They’re worth a com bined
$2.6 tril lion, up 18% since last March. Their av er -
age net worth: $3.3 bil lion.

—Forbes, 3/9/2006

Amer i cans’ per sonal sav ings rate dipped into neg a -
tive ter ri tory in 2005, some thing that has n’t hap -
pened since the Great De pres sion. Con sum ers de -
pleted their sav ings to fi nance the pur chases of cars 
and other big-ticket items. The Com merce De part -
ment re ported Mon day that the sav ings rate fell in -
to neg a tive ter ri tory at mi nus 0.5 per cent, mean ing
that Amer i cans not only spent all of their af ter-tax
in come last year but had to dip into pre vi ous sav -
ings or in crease bor row ing.

—BusinessWeek.com, 1/30/2006

Ex xon Mobil Corp., the world’s big gest pub licly
traded oil com pany, an nounced fourth quar ter
(Oc to ber-De cem ber) net in come of $10.71 bil lion.
It was one of the big gest quar terly prof its of any
 company in his tory. The big gest driver of Ex xon’s
surg ing profit was high en ergy prices amid the
world’s in creas ing thirst for oil and nat u ral gas.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 1/31/2006

There is lit tle doubt that house prices have be come
one of the dom i nant is sues in the global eco nomic
out look. US house prices have in creased by more
than 60 per cent dur ing the past five years and were
still in creas ing at a 13-14 per cent an nual rate in the
fi nal quar ter of 2005. The mar ket value of res i den -
tial real es tate in the US is now equal to nearly 200
per cent of per sonal dis posal in come, com pared
with 160 per cent dur ing the early 1990s. Mort gage-
re lated as sets are now equal to 61 per cent of bank
credit com pared with less than 50 per cent 10 years
ago and 25 per cent in the 1970s. The US hous ing
mar ket now has forms of mort gage lend ing that
have not ex isted since the 1920s.

—Fi nan cial Times, 1/26/2006
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The “Jobs Bank” is a two-de cade old pro gram at
Gen eral Mo tors un der which nearly 15,000 auto
work ers con tinue to get paid af ter their com pa nies
stop need ing them. To earn wages and ben e fits that
of ten top $100,000 a year, the work ers must per -
form some com pany-ap proved ac tiv ity. Many do
vol un teer jobs or go back to school. The Jobs Bank
at GM and other U.S. auto com pa nies costs around
$1.4 billion to $2 billion per year.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 3/2/2006

The Eu ro pean Un ion [EU] agreed to pro vide US
$143 mil lion in ur gent aid for Pal es tin ians be fore a
gov ern ment takes of fice led by Hamas, a group the
bloc con sid ers a ter ror ist or ga ni za tion. The funds
were re quired to avoid “eco nomic chaos” from par -
a lyz ing the Pal es tin ian Au thor ity [PA], French For -
eign Min is ter Philippe Douste-Blazy said. Of fi cials 
said the aid pack age com prises US$48 mil lion to
pay for the PA’s en ergy and other util ity bills,
US$76 mil lion for health and ed u ca tion pro jects,
and US$21 mil lion to help the PA pay its em ploy -
ees. The money is de signed to keep the PA afloat
af ter Is rael’s de ci sion to with hold US$50 mil lion a
month in tax funds.

 —Je ru sa lem Post, 2/28/2006

 Y  Is rael
With the ex pected exit from pol i tics of Ariel Sharon,
just over a year af ter the death of Yassir Arafat, a
gen er a tional shift in power across the mid dle East
is al most com plete. In the broader Mid dle East,
Mr. Sharon is among the last of the tow er ing and
con tro ver sial fig ures whose ca reers were de fined
largely by the Arab-Is raeli strug gles. Over the past
six years, the re gion has lost Hafez al-Assad, Sad -
dam Hussein, and King Fahd in Abdelaziz of Saudi 
Ara bia. With King Hussein of Jor dan long gone,
Hosni Mubarak, the Egyp tian pres i dent is the only
leader from the old guard to still be in power. The
re draw ing of Is rael’s po lit i cal map is only now be -
gin ning.

—Fi nan cial Times, 1/10/2006

Is raeli in ven tor Alon Bodner has de vel oped a breath -
ing ap pa ra tus that al lows di vers to breathe un der -
wa ter with out cum ber some, com pressed air tanks.
The new in ven tion uses rel a tively small amounts of 
air that al ready ex ist in wa ter to sup ply ox y gen to
both scuba di vers and sub ma rines. Bod ner got the
idea for his in ven tion from fish that do not per form
chem i cal sep a ra tion of ox y gen from wa ter. In stead,
they use the dis solved air that ex ists in the wa ter in

or der to breathe. Us ing a phys ics prin ci ple known
as Henry’s law, Bodner was able to ex tract enough
ox y gen from sea wa ter for a hu man be ing to breathe.
A model has al ready been built and tested. It runs
on re charge able bat ter ies and can be worn in the
form of a vest.
—Dis patch from Je ru sa lem, No vem ber-De cem ber 2005

Nearly six mil lion peo ple have vis ited Yad Vashem’s
(Is rael’s Ho lo caust Me mo rial) new on-line Ho lo -
caust com puter da ta base since the web site was
launched in 2004, ac cord ing to the Ho lo caust Mar -
tyrs’ and Heroes’ Re mem brance Au thor ity. The da ta -
base, ac ces si ble free of charge at www.yadvashem.org,
lists the names of ap prox i mately three mil lion of
the six mil lion Jews mur dered in the Ho lo caust.
Names not listed can be sub mit ted along with sto -
ries of those lives.
—Dis patch from Je ru sa lem, No vem ber/De cem ber 2005

Is rael’s life-sci ence in dus try has grown by more
than 16 per cent an nu ally (to $1 bil lion); Is rae lis
now hold the most med i cal-de vice pat ents per ca -
pita in the world. [This state ment ap peared in an ar -
ti cle about PillCam, a tiny Is raeli-de vel oped wire less
cam era which a pa tient swal lows. PillCam trans mits
two pho tos per sec ond to a wear able hard drive as it
trav els through the body. It pro duces im ages of the
small in tes tine not oth er wise ob tain able.]

—Newsweek, 2/20/2006

Is rael has be come a large-scale in ter na tional lender
in the past three years, with global sources ow ing
Is rael US$23 bil lion at the end of 2005. Ac cord ing
to a Globes re port, global debt to Is rael rose 92%
over the past year. Most of the debt (US$22.7 bil -
lion) is to the pri vate sec tor, and Is rael banks are
owed US$3.1 bil lion. The pub lic sec tor, though, led 
by the Is raeli gov ern ment, con tin ues to bor row in
or der to re cy cle debts and cover bud get def i cits.
 Israel’s gross ex ter nal debt was US$75.5 bil lion in
2005, a drop of US$250 mil lion.

—Arutz 7, 2/28/2006

El Al, Is rael’s larg est air line, com pleted the in stal -
la tion of an anti-mis sile sys tem on each of its 29
pas sen ger air craft. The new se cu rity equip ment was 
de vel oped by Is rael Mil i tary In dus tries and its sub -
sid iary Elta, both of which are state-owned. Car ry -
ing a US$1 mil lion price tag per unit, the … in stal -
la tion of the sys tem is the fi nal touch on a se cu rity
over haul that be gan in 2002 af ter an al-Qaida ter -
ror ist in Kenya fired shoul der-held mis siles at an
Is raeli char ter flight.

—Arutz 7, 2/17/2006

News & Views is ed ited by Len Griehs. Items of in ter est may be sent to him at
1425  Lachman Lane, Pa cific Pal i sades CA 90272, or via e-mail (Griehs@comcast.net).
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Con ven tion An nounce ments
In qui ries should be sent to the in di vid u als listed be low.

May 6, 7—Metro De troit MI.
Southfield Ho tel & Conv. Cen ter, 
17017 Nine Mile Rd., Southfield
MI. Nor man or Linda Ped lar
586.759.3459. 
� MrsLindaJarvisP@aol.com

May 7—West New ton PA.
Sewickley Grange Hall. John
Krasonic 724.872.6215.

May 20, 21—Agawam MA.
Cap tain Leon ard House, 668
Main St., Agawam MA 01001.
Fred Sansom 860.889.7517.
� elshaddai144k@sbcglobal.net

May 20, 21—Buf falo NY.
Hol i day Inn, 5440 Camp Road,
Ham burg NY 14075. Ruth Morin
585.322.7459.

May 26-29—Los An geles CA.
Chap man Uni ver sity, Or ange CA. 
Rich ard Bieniak 949.457.0894.
� rjbieniak@aol.com

May 27, 28—Puget Sound WA.
Clar ion Ho tel Se at tle Air port,
3000 So. 176th St., Se at tle WA
98188. Rosalie Palmgren 
425.742.4439
� palm2520@earthlink.net

May 27-29—Chi cago IL.
Elk Grove High School, 500 Elk
Grove Blvd., Elk Grove Vil lage
IL 60007. Julie Vasilevich 
773.774.2542.
� julievathome@aol.com

June 16-18—Port land OR.
Ramada Inn, 6221 NE 82nd Ave., 
Port land OR. Jerry Black
503.659.6930. 
� gbblack@pcez.com

June 25—De troit MI.
North west YWCA, Grand River at
Beech Daly, Redford MI. Frank
Nemesh 248.649.6588. 
� NemeshF@aol.com

July 7-9—Vernon Can ada.
Schu bert Cen tre, 3505 30th Ave.,

Vernon BC. Bernice Blencowe
250.545.0780. 
� dblencowe@telus.net

July 15-20—Gen eral Con ven tion 
Univ. of Pitts burgh, Johnstown PA. 
Mi chael Nekora 310.454.5248.
� nekora@aol.com

July 19-23—In di ana-Ohio Conv.
Man ches ter Col lege, 604 E. Col -
lege Ave., North Man ches ter IN
46962. Sa rah Easton
812.945.5526.
� s.l.easton@att.net

Aug. 5, 6—Win ni peg Can ada. 
North wood Com mu nity Cen tre,
1415 Bur rows Ave., Win ni peg.
Barry Kuly 204.757.9166.
� thekulys@shaw.ca

Aug. 6-11—In ter na tional Conv. 
Nowy Sacz, Po land. Tom Mach -
acek 219.662.8107 (Int’l. Youth
sem i nar fol lows in Baia Mare,
Ro ma nia, Aug. 14-18.)
� tommach@aol.com

Aug. 18-20—Port land OR.
Col lins Re treat Cen ter, 32867 SE
High way 211, Ea gle Creek OR.
Robyn Hack 503.682.9016
� Hack@easystreet.com

Sept. 2, 3—Jack son MI.
FaHoLo Camp & Conf. Cen ter,
3000 Mt. Hope Rd., Grass Lake
MI 49240. Mrs. Ray Lumley
517.782.7252. 
� Lumley@aol.com

Sept. 2, 3—New York NY.
Wellesley Inn, Two Bridges Road 
at Exit 52 (Route 80), Fairfield
NJ. Debra Szybinski 
212.998.2095. � ds2@nyu.edu

Sept. 2-4—Se at tle WA.
Seabeck Chris tian Conf. Cen ter,
15395 Seabeck High way NW,
Seabeck WA 98380. Laurie Flinn
253.939.9838. 
� laurie@flinn.us

En tered Into Rest

Os car Caudill, Or e gon

Helen Dalamaga, Can ada

Dorothy Negley DeFord,
Illinois

Joe Fenchak, Penn syl va nia

Grace Hamlin, Or e gon

Do ris J. Houle, Mich i gan

Ste phen Jones, New York

G. J. Luke, In dia

Agnes Ma son, Ohio

Mary Pro, Or e gon

Frank Shallieu, Or e gon

Mary Vavrin, Or e gon

Edward Walsh, Florida
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