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 Ed i to rial Com mit tee
This jour nal is su per vised by an
 editorial com mit tee of five, at least
three of whom have ap proved for
pub li ca tion each ar ti cle ap pear ing
in these col umns. While re spon si ble
for ar ti cles pub lished, the com mit tee 
does not en dorse ev ery ex pres sion
herein. The pres ent ed i tors are: Carl
Hagen sick, Homer Montague, Mi -
chael Nekora, James Par kin son, and
Da vid Rice.
   The com mit tee and the di rec tors
agree that the jour nal’s value to its
read ers is de pend ent upon contrib -
utors be ing free to pres ent their
thoughts, pro vided such are gen er -
ally in har mony with our char tered
char ac ter and pur pose for the dis -
sem i na tion of Bi ble truths. An nual
sub scrip tion price is $5.00. This
jour nal will be sup plied free upon
writ ten re quest.

To Us the Scrip tures Clearly Teach
w That the Church is the “tem ple of the liv ing God”—pe cu liarly “his work man -

ship”; that its con struc tion has been in prog ress through out the Gos pel age —ever
since Christ be came the world’s Re deemer and the chief “cor ner stone” of this
tem ple, through which, when fin ished, God’s bless ings shall come “to all peo ple”
and they find ac cess to him (1 Co rin thi ans 3:16,17; Ephe sians 2:20-22; Gen e sis
28:14; Galatians 3:29).

w That mean time the chis el ing, shap ing, and pol ish ing of con se crated be liev ers in
Christ’s atone ment for sin pro gresses and when the last of these “liv ing stones,”
“elect and pre cious,” shall have been made ready, the great Mas ter Work man will
bring all to gether in the first res ur rec tion; and the tem ple shall be filled with his
glory and be the meet ing place be tween God and men through out the Mil len nium
(1 Pe ter 2:4-9; Rev e la tion 15:5-8).

w That the ba sis of hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact that “Je sus
Christ by the grace of God tasted death for ev ery man,” “a ran som for all,” and
will be “the true light which lighteth ev ery man that com eth into the world” “in due 
time” (He brews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim o thy 2:5,6).

w That the hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,”
be “a par taker of the di vine na ture,” and share his glory as his joint-heir (1 John
3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Pe ter 1:4).

w That the pres ent mis sion of the Church is the per fect ing of the saints for the fu ture
work of ser vice; to de velop in her self ev ery grace; to be God’s wit ness to the world;
and to pre pare to be kings and priests in the next age (Ephe sians 4:12; Mat thew
24:14; Rev e la tion 1:6, 20:6).

w That the hope for the world lies in the bless ings of knowl edge and op por tu nity to
be brought to all by Christ’s mil len nial king dom—the res ti tu tion of all that was lost 
in Adam, to all the will ing and obe di ent, at the hands of their Re deemer and his
glo ri fied church—when all the will fully wicked will be de stroyed (Acts 3:19-23;
Isa iah 35).

This Jour nal and Its Mis sion
Char tered in 1918, the Pas to ral Bible Insti tute, Inc. was formed for the pro mo tion
of Chris tian knowl edge. Its jour nal, The Her ald of Christ’s King dom, stands
firmly for the defense of the only true foun da tion of the Chris tian’s hope now being
so gen er ally repu di ated—redemp tion through the pre cious blood (1 Peter 1:19) of 
“the man Christ Jesus, who gave him self a ran som [a cor re spond ing price, a sub sti -
tute] for all” (1 Tim o thy 2:6). Build ing upon this sure foun da tion the gold, sil ver,
and pre cious stones of the Word of God (1 Corin thi ans 3:11-15; 2 Peter 1:5-11), 
its fur ther mis sion is “to make all see what is the fel low ship of the mys tery, which
. . . has been hid in God . . . to the intent that now . . . might be [made] known by
the church the man i fold wis dom of God”—“which in other ages was not made
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed” (Ephe sians 3:5-10).

It stands free from all par ties, sects, and creeds of men, while it seeks more and
more to bring its every utter ance into full est sub jec tion to the will of God in Christ,
as expressed in the holy Scrip tures. It is thus free to declare boldly what so ever the 
Lord hath spo ken—accord ing to the Divine wis dom granted unto us to under -
stand. Its atti tude is not dog matic, but con fi dent; for we know whereof we affirm,
tread ing with implicit faith upon the sure prom ises of God. It is held as a trust to be
used in his ser vice; hence our deci sions rel a tive to what may or may not appear in its
col umns must be accord ing to our judg ment of his good plea sure, the teach ing of his
Word, for the upbuilding of his peo ple in grace and knowl edge. We not only invite,
we urge our read ers to prove all its utter ances by the infal li ble Word, to which ref er -
ence is con stantly made to facil i tate such test ing.

Cover il lus tra tion by Zak Ruggirello.



Great Events of the Twenty-first Cen tury

In the Beginning
Men’s hearts fail ing them for fear, and for look ing after those things which are com ing on
the earth: for the pow ers of heaven shall be shaken.—Luke 21:26

We are less than a de cade into the
twenty-first cen tury, and we have al -
ready ex pe ri enced a num ber of mo -

men tous events. These come from ev ery area of 
the po lit i cal, so cial, and sci en tific spec trum.
Choos ing eight for this cur sory anal y sis is, at
best, sub jec tive. How ever, we trust these will
be of in ter est to all our readers.

Weather affects every one of us, and The
Great Cli mate Debate dis cusses this impor tant
sub ject from a Chris tian perspective. Another
highly con tro ver sial sci en tific area, Clon ing, is
exam ined in the fol low ing arti cle.

Two hotly con tested elec tions in the U.S.

with acri mo ni ous divi sions between Repub li -
cans and Dem o crats have fed an ever-grow ing
rift be tween these two polit i cal rivals. This
trend is described in A World Divided.

The fol low ing arti cle looks at the events
asso ci ated with a man whose life touched thou -
sands of oth ers, and whose accom plish ments
were per haps more noted for their polit i cal
than for their reli gious impact. Pope John Paul 
II is the sub ject of A House Divided.

The twin bomb ings of the World Trade
Cen ter in New York and the Pen ta gon in
Wash ing ton, D.C., opened a new era in world
con flict. This has, in turn, unleashed a “war on 
ter ror ism” and its lead ing spon sor Al-Qaeda.
The cost in money and lives is the basis for A
New World Dis or der.

The awe some pow ers of nature is the sub -
ject of Bib li cal Earth quakes: What Do They
Mean? Nat u ral disas ters such as cyclones,
floods, land slides, earth quakes, and vol ca nic
erup tions have increased in the past few years
and have claimed hun dreds of thou sands of
lives.

The final arti cle, The Hea then Rage, chron -
i cles the rise of emerg ing nations with their
pow er ful impact on the geopolitical stage.
High lighted are the twin eco nomic influ ences
of China and India.

It is not our aim to alarm our read ers, but to
look opti mis ti cally at these devel op ments as
“signs of the times” of the near ness of the king -
dom for which we all pray so fer vently (Mat -
thew 6:10). May its near ness ener gize us to be
faith ful even unto the end.
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Global Warm ing

The Great Climate Debate
Until the spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wil der ness be a fruit ful field, and
the fruit ful field be counted for a for est.—Isa iah 32:15

Rich ard Doc tor

In 1881 Al le gheny, Penn syl va nia, was a
hot bed of ac tiv ity on ev ery front of spir i -
tual, hu man, and in dus trial en deavor. Food 

for Think ing Chris tians pub lished in that year
by twenty-nine-year old Charles Taze Rus sell
marks one of the most sig nif i cant ad vances in a
Chris tian chal lenge to the re ceived dogma of
in sti tu tion al ized Chris tian ity. Five years later,
Mil len nial Dawn (soon re named The Di vine
Plan of the Ages so it would not be mis taken
for a novel) awak ened Chris tians through out
the world to the true prom ises of God for the
bless ing of all the fam i lies of the earth through
Christ and the church. 

This pros per ous town lay north of the world 
indus trial pow er house of Pitts burgh, on the
oppo site side of the Alle gheny River. The
devel op ment of steel-mak ing with all the raw
resources at hand pro vided the region’s indus -
trial base. Twenty-two years ear lier and eighty
miles upriver, the world’s first oil well was
drilled fifty-nine feet into oil-soaked sand stone,
thus inau gu rat ing our unprec e dented era of
unquench able thirst for petroleum. 

Alle gheny’s civic plan ners placed the rail -
roads car ry ing raw mate ri als and fin ished
prod uct below street level. They made pro vi -
sions for an orga nized park sys tem, attrac tive
bou le vards, and a cul tural cen ter. It also was
the host site for a new world-class astro nom i cal
obser va tory linked to the local uni ver sity.
Head ing the Alle gheny Obser va tory was Sam -
uel Pierpont Langley, who had achieved fame
as a world expert on sun spots. His stud ies of
the moon’s tem per a ture added immensely to
our knowl edge of the “lesser light that rules the
night.” In the same year of 1881 he and three
col leagues trav eled to the pris tine atmo sphere
of south ern Cal i for nia to make obser va tions
from Mt. Wil son. These obser va tions were not
of the heav enly bod ies, but of the earth itself
to val i date the o ries of French math e ma ti cian
and the o rist Joseph Fou rier, who in 1827 wrote
of the “green house” effect pro vided by earth’s

atmo sphere. Langley made sci en tific his tory by 
return ing with the first direct mea sure ments of
“green house” warm ing. The “green house”
prin ci pally is caused by water vapor and car -
bon diox ide in earth’s atmo spheric blan ket that 
wraps and warms us against the frigid cold of
outer space; this “blan ket” keeps our planet at
a com fort able 15°C (60°F). This means water 
is a liq uid most every where on earth, and our
tem per a ture is nearly 40°C (72°F) warmer
than it would be in the absence of this effect.
But there can be too much of a good thing. 

At the close of the nine teenth cen tury Swed -
ish chem ist Svante Arrhenius, using Langley’s
data, made thirty thou sand sophis ti cated math -
e mat i cal com pu ta tions to cal cu late the impact
of man kind’s geo phys i cal exper i ment in the
mas sive use of fos sil fuels. He cal cu lated that
earth would warm by 5-6°C (9-11°F) if the
car bon diox ide in the atmo sphere were dou -
bled; this still is con sid ered a rea son able esti -
mate. Arrhenius’ great est mis cal cu la tion was
to antic i pate that nearly a thou sand years of
human activ ity would be needed for this to
hap pen. As we stand at the begin ning of the
twenty-first cen tury, this dou bling may be ex -
pected within the next forty-five years unless
some thing hap pens to stop it. Faced with such
chal lenges, Dr. Botkin in a study for the
National Acad emy of Sci ence con cludes, “A
new approach to study ing Earth pro cesses [is
needed], in which the Earth is viewed as an
inte grated dynamic sys tem, rather than a col -
lec tion of iso lated com po nents.” In this Bible
Stu dents heart ily agree.

Je ho vah’s Foot stool Made Glo ri ous
The Lord’s peo ple have the spe cial priv i lege
of know ing about the work of the king dom.
We under stand the prom ise that the phys i cal
earth “abideth for ever” (Eccle si as tes 1:4) and 
that the earth in its entire poten tial splen dor
will some day be the glo ri ous foot stool of Jeho -
vah. We see this in two prom ises recorded in
Isa iah: “Thus saith the LORD, The heav en is 
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my throne, and the earth is my foot stool:
where is the house that ye build unto me? and
where is the place of my rest?” (Isa iah 66:1).
“And I will make the place of my feet glo ri -
ous” (Isa iah 60:13).

There is a dual appli ca tion to the phrase
“place of my feet” being made glo ri ous. In Isa -
iah 60:13 the thought is evi dently the sanc tu -
ary: spir i tu ally, the sanc tu ary class, the Church.
When the tem ple was destroyed, Jer e miah
lamented that God “remem bered not his foot -
stool in the day of his anger” (Lam en ta tions
2:1). Isa iah 33:9 speaks met a phor i cally, just
as does Jer e miah 22:29, “O earth, earth,
earth, hear the word of the LORD.” It is the
peo ple of Israel, not the lit eral land, of whom
both  Isaiah and Jer e miah speak. 

Ezekiel uses the same kind of met a phor:
“Say to the for est of the south, Hear the word
of the LORD [clearly peo ple, not trees] … I
will kin dle a fire … it shall devour every green
tree in thee … all flesh shall see that I the
LORD have kin dled it” (Ezekiel 20:47,48).
This is a proph ecy of calam ity on peo ple, not a 
for est fire. Yet in another sense these prom ises
also refer to the phys i cal earth. Through out the 
world there is a grow ing respect and con cern
for the envi ron ment and what is hap pen ing to
our planet. In fact there is rec og ni tion that
through man kind’s unwise man age ment, “The
earth mourneth and languisheth: Leb a non is
ashamed and hewn down, Sharon is like a wil -
der ness” (Isa iah 33:9).

If one were to visit the mag nif i cent for ests of
north ern Cal i for nia, one might get a sense of
the glory Leb a non once had, a land now in a
sad and lan guish ing con di tion. Faced with a
grow ing body of evi dence that man’s activ i ties
have a degrad ing impact on the envi ron ment,
the response within the greater Chris tian com -
mu nity has for the most part been dis miss ive,
although there are nota ble excep tions who ad -
vocate “envi ron men tal stew ard ship.” How ever,
as we move for ward, the soci etal, polit i cal, and
eco nomic impacts are a con cern for every world 
gov ern ment. 

Per plex ity of Na tions
Among the poor est nations, Ban gla desh with
an aver age ele va tion of about five feet above
sea level, would see its unre lent ing mis ery in -
crease if even the most con ser va tive esti mate of 
a rise of about three feet in sea level were to
occur dur ing this cen tury. The third world

and devel op ing econ o mies, such as China that 
does not face the threat from the sea as does
Ban gla desh, do see both imme di ate threats to
shift ing water sheds, chal lenges to an already
stressed and mar ginal agri cul ture, and a road -
block to their eco nomic path for ward. This is
per ceived as but one more ill the devel oped
world is vis it ing upon the third world, increas -
ing fur ther the polar iza tion that char ac ter izes
our day. By any met ric, the indus trial world’s
way of life is deeply enmeshed with the release 
of car bon diox ide. Already, all these prob lems 
are feed ing into the per plex ity of nations that
characterizes this great “time of trou ble” (Dan -
iel 12:1).

As the Lord’s peo ple, we have a priv i leged
van tage point that per mits us to see the Lord’s
wis dom in the affairs of earth. By faith we are
counted among that com pany upon the “sea of
glass min gled with fire” (Rev e la tion 15:2). In
seem ing defi ance of the Cre ator’s own laws,
our feet stand sup ported by the very waters of
the stormy seas, as did our Mas ter’s (John
6:19,20). Like him, our mes sage to the hum -
ble of heart is, “Be not afraid.” While not in
any way advo cat ing stay ing the course with a
“busi ness-as-usual” approach to “sus tain able
devel op ment,” let us rec og nize that some of the 
prob lems that are, or will, come, as a con se -
quence of the envi ron men tal response to the
buildup of green house gases and cli mate change,
will actu ally be a bless ing in terms of how the
king dom is going to be min is tered.

What Does This Mean?
What if the res ur rec tion took place this after -
noon, with world con di tions just as they are
right now? First, there would be incom pa ra bly 
better admin is tra tion. We might be tempted to 
think, “So that takes care of all these prob lems 
for the bil lions that are com ing back from the
grave,” and that is true. It will be a per fect
admin is tra tion, the best the earth has ever
seen. Surely that’s why it has taken so long to
find the “jew els” here on earth, and for our
heav enly Father to over see their much-needed
pol ish ing. 

But let us take the next step. What if the
 resurrection took place right now and peo ple
came back from the grave pos sess ing only the
skills with which they went into the grave?
Con cern ing the res ur rec tion, “Where the tree
falleth, there it shall be” (Eccle si as tes 11:3).
What skills do the major ity of human kind pos -
sess? 
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On the eve of the indus trial rev o lu tion in the 
1820s, as the old eco nomic order was com ing
to a close, agrar ian China accounted for nearly
one-third of the world’s eco nomic pro duc tiv ity
(David Hale, “China Takes Off,” For eign
Affairs, Novem ber 2003, p. 37). Eco nomic
his to rian Fernand Braudel chron i cles how
Eng land as the world leader in the indus trial
rev o lu tion, found indus try over tak ing agri cul -
ture by 1820. Shortly there af ter town-dwell ers
out num bered farm ers. For the U.S. and Ger -
many, eco nomic dom i na tion of indus tri al iza -
tion at the expense of agri cul ture occurred in
the late 1860s, while France fol lowed nearly
twenty years later in the mid-1880s (F. Brau -
del, Civ i li za tion & Cap i tal ism, vol. 3, Harper
Rowe, 1984, p. 306). Cur rently, less than 3% 
of the devel oped world’s pop u la tion is involved 
with agri cul ture pro duc tion to sup ply their
domes tic dietary needs, with 50% more pro -
duced for export mar kets (Orga ni za tion for
Eco nomic Coop er a tion and Devel op ment, The 
Future of Food, Paris, 1998, p. 27). The
thou sand-year period from David to Christ
(Mat thew 1:17,18) sup ports a rea son able ap -
prox i ma tion of three gen er a tions per cen tury.
So for Eng land it took only five gen er a tions to
reach the point where farm ing skills did not
play the dom i nant role in that soci ety. 

King dom Skills

In the res ur rec tion those hav ing farm ing skills
will pre dom i nate among those return ing from
the grave. If you were one of these res ur rected
ones, you would be enter ing a soci ety with no
par tic u lar use for your farm ing skills. How
would you feel under those cir cum stances?
Since you are far from per fect, you would
likely feel as if you were a sec ond-class cit i zen
with mar ginal skills, and no skills what so ever
in respect to pres ent-day tech nol ogy.

But what if you came back at a time when
your skills as a farmer were exactly what the
world needed? A well-pre dicted chain of
events may be over-sim pli fied as, “Cli mate
stress leads to a weak ened for est and that sets
up con di tions for for est fires.” This par a digm
has blamed cli mate stress as a con trib u tor to
for est fires rang ing from the Blue Moun tains of 
Syd ney, Aus tra lia, to the dev as tat ing blazes
around San Diego, Cal i for nia. The fur ther
we con tinue with “busi ness-as-usual” the worse 
things become. It is already rec og nized that
higher car bon diox ide lev els pro mote woody

tis sue growth, but since the cycling of other
 critical nutri ents such as phos pho rus, nitro gen,
and sul fur, do not increase, decay slows down,
set ting up con di tions for more fires. Rec og niz -
ing this, there are sug ges tions from lead ing re -
search ers that these new dynam ics “may even
dimin ish long-term car bon stor age,” thus am -
pli fy ing the prob lem (C. Korner, Science, 23
May 2003, p. 1242). Did the Lord fore warn
us of this? 

In bib li cal types, “trees” often pic ture the
estab lished world lead ers of high eth i cal prin ci -
ple and pur pose. Nebuchadnezzar was one such
“tree” (Dan iel 4:10). Per haps these texts,
 previously con sid ered as sym bolic, may have
both a sym bolic and lit eral appli ca tion. Per -
haps “trees” might also pic ture … trees! “And 
the rest of the trees of his for est shall be few,
that a child may write them” (Isa iah 10:19).

There is, of course, a prom ise of res to ra tion: 
“Until the spirit be poured upon us from on
high, and the wil der ness be a fruit ful field, and
the fruit ful field be counted for a for est” (Isa iah 
32:15). “Is it not a very lit tle while and Leb a -
non shall be turned into a fruit ful field, and the
fruit ful field shall be esteemed as a for est?”
(Isa iah 29:17).

Clearly we have brought some of the eco log i -
cal trou bles that will close out this age upon
our selves. Man’s orig i nal job was to “keep” the 
gar den (Gen e sis 2:15). Now it appears as if
his job will be to straighten up the mess he’s
made. If chil dren mess up their bed room, a
good par ent does n’t straighten it for them while 
they are at school. A good par ent makes them
learn by mak ing the chil dren take care of it.

The Lord’s peo ple under stand the scrip -
tural basis for the times of res ti tu tion and ecol -
ogy. As the res ur rec tion takes place, peo ple
com ing up from the grave will have the job
skills and life expe ri ence that are just what the
earth needs.

There should be more than enough replant -
ing work to keep every one pro duc tively em -
ployed as they make prog ress walk ing up the
high way of holi ness (Isa iah 35:8-10), and this
will cer tainly be the most mas sive pub lic edu -
ca tion and pub lic works pro gram ever! After
every thing is rec on ciled in Christ, we will find
Jeho vah’s foot stool both glo ri ous for its moral
per fec tion and of sur pass ing beauty.
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Med i cal Sci ence

Cloning
Now the man had rela tions with his wife Eve, and she con ceived and gave birth to Cain,
and she said, “I have got ten a manchild with the help of the LORD.”—Gen e sis 4:11

Kornelius Fil

In the spring of 1997 peo ple all around the
globe heard the news that a sheep named
Dolly had been cloned. This in for ma tion

raised in ter est in this par tic u lar an i mal as well
as in the whole pro cess of clon ing. Be fore this
event, clon ing was an um brella term used by
sci en tists to de scribe dif fer ent pro cesses for
 duplicating bi o log i cal ma te rial. Now the term
is well known even to el e men tary school chil -
dren; when used by the me dia the term usu ally
is used in the sense of re pro duc tive clon ing,
which means pro duc ing a ge net i cally iden ti cal
copy of an other or gan ism. This whole event
be came a cat a lyst for a wide-scale de bate on
the eth ics of clon ing, in which both po lit i cal
fac tions and Chris tian churches were strongly
en gaged. It re sulted in new laws be ing in tro -
duced in most de vel oped coun tries. 

What should be our atti tude toward these
events? To answer this question we need to
have basic infor ma tion on what clon ing is.

Our body con tains tril lions of cells. The
cen ter of each cell is the nucleus that holds
genetic infor ma tion coded in DNA, the “blue -
print” spec i fy ing the struc ture and func tions of
our whole body. Although our body con tains
cells in var i ous shapes and sizes depend ing on
their func tions, all con tain the same genetic
infor ma tion, the same DNA. One of the excep -
tions to this rule is the male and female repro -
duc tive cells. These con tain only half of the
typ i cal cell’s quan tity of DNA. Dur ing fer til iza -
tion these cells fuse to form a zygote, the first
cell of a new organ ism, which again con tains
the “full” amount of DNA: half are from the
father’s repro duc tive cell and the other half
from the mother’s. Dur ing the for ma tion of
repro duc tive cells var i ous pro cesses take place
to mix the genetic mate rial. That is why each of 
us has unique DNA and why we are genet i cally 
dif fer ent indi vid u als. One excep tion is a case of 
iden ti cal twins; the DNA of each twin is exactly 

the same. That is because each orig i nates from
a sin gle zygote, the cell that at the begin ning of
its exis tence split into two, or rarely even more,
parts ini ti at ing the growth of fur ther organ isms. 
Clon ing resem bles this pro cess which is why it
can be referred to as nat u ral clon ing.

Dolly the sheep was cloned using a pro cess
known as somatic cell nuclear trans fer. The
nucleus of an unfer til ized sheep egg was re -
placed with the nucleus of another cell, which
belonged to the “mother” of Dolly (actu ally
in this case it was more like an older genetic
twin). By doing this, the moment of fer til iza -
tion can be omit ted: the egg acts as a zygote
which, when placed in the proper con di tion
found in the uter ine cav ity, divides and forms
an embryo. That embryo can be implanted in
the uter ine wall and after some time forms a
nor mal fetus. This pro ce dure is not as sim ple
as this brief descrip tion might imply. Dolly
took 267 attempts of nuclear trans fer just to
cre ate one clone. Dolly was not the first cloned
sheep. Another had been cloned before but in
a pro cess that used nuclei from embryo cells.
The first cloned ani mals were frogs, and that
hap pened in the 1950s. What was so unusual
about Dolly was that she was cloned from a
nucleus from an adult sheep’s udder cell, a spe -
cial ized cell. To cre ate an entire organ ism, the
nucleus had to reverse its dif fer en ti a tion to use
its full genetic infor ma tion. So far, at least eight 
mam mal spe cies have been cloned; Dolly is
cer tainly the best known. 

Hu man Clon ing

Could the same thing be done with human
beings? The o ret i cally, it can. But it is still a
long way from the ory to real ity. First, the
devel op ment of an egg cell with an implanted
nucleus into a multi-cel lu lar organ ism is pro -
tected by var i ous, poorly-known mech a nisms.
That is why numer ous attempts to clone many 
spe cies result in fail ure. The cloned frogs
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never advanced beyond the stage of a tad pole
for what are still unknown rea sons, though the
research has lasted sev eral decades. Another
flaw of clon ing is low effi ciency. In the clon ing
of Dolly the effi ciency ratio was 1:267, a num -
ber that is below 0.4%. The amount of re -
search and expense con nected with clon ing is
not jus ti fied by the results, as sci en tists get
only, at most, two liv ing off spring for every
hun dred exper i ments. 

Assum ing it would be the same with human
clones, this means one sur viv ing human clone
would also pro duce the death of many embryos 
that never devel oped. Fur ther more, about a
third of the cloned ani mals are affected by a
“large off spring syn drome” mean ing parts of
their body, some times even the whole organ -
ism, is abnor mally large. This state is not only
a threat for the life of the clone but also for its
sur ro gate mother in whose womb the clone is
grow ing. Cloned ani mals have a higher rate of
infec tions and tumors. Because of a lung tumor 
and advanced arthri tis, Dolly was euthanized
at the age of six, barely half the aver age life
span of a Finn Dorset ewe. It is prob a ble that
Dolly may have been suf fer ing from pre ma ture
aging, pos si bly caused by the fact her DNA was 
six years old at the moment of birth (that was
the age of the genetic mate rial’s donor). The
same prob lems cloned ani mals face are likely to 
be found in human clon ing. 

More impor tantly, we do not know what
impact clon ing has on men tal devel op ment.
This may not be impor tant in the case of ani -
mals, but surely it is for healthy human beings,
unless of course man kind wants to pay to sup -
port mul ti tudes of dis abled peo ple which could 
likely be the result of human clon ing. With all
the unknowns asso ci ated with human clon ing,
no respon si ble sci en tist or phy si cian cur rently
sup ports the idea to do it. Even the research ers 
from the Roslin Insti tute in Edin burgh, Scot -
land, where Dolly was cloned, warn of try ing to 
do it. That is why human clon ing is ille gal in
the USA and all the Euro pean coun tries, even
for med i cal research (the United King dom is
the only excep tion). Nev er the less claims have
been made that the first human beings have
already been cloned. Al though there is no
 evidence to sub stan ti ate such claims, experts
admit that given the pace of human clon ing
research and the com mit ment to the pro ject,
even if such news is false, we will likely see
clones born soon, unfor tu nately with huge

phys i cal and emo tional risks to the babies cre -
ated.

Why Clone Hu mans?

Why would any one want to clone a human
being? Some see clon ing as a way to bring
deceased peo ple back to life. These might be
par ents or chil dren who die pre ma turely. But
can clon ing really bring back life? Of course
not! Only the heav enly Father and his son
pos sess that power, and they will use it at the
right time to bring forth every one from out of
their graves. Were one to suc cess fully clone a
per son who had just died, the result would
only be a genetic copy of that per son, a “twin” 
sep a rated in time and expe ri ence by a spe cific
num ber of years and mul ti tu di nous life-shap -
ing events.

Per haps some like the idea of clon ing to
dupli cate those with excep tional abil i ties,
geniuses with a sharp mind or peo ple with
unique phys i cal abil i ties result ing in great
achieve ments in sports. This sounds ter ri fy ing
since the nat u ral devel op ment of a child is full
of sur prises as to char ac ter, tem per and abil i -
ties. Do we want a breed ing pro gram in which
only excep tional indi vid u als are pro duced and
chan neled into spe cific pur poses?

Some see clon ing as a way to aid cou ples
with infer til ity prob lems. Infer til ity is a seri ous
prob lem among some mar ried cou ples, but
surely not to be solved using such doubt ful
tech niques. Clon ing would only pro vide an
iden ti cal genetic resem blance to one of the par -
ents, mak ing the child more like an iden ti cal
twin. It par o dies the well-known verse, “In [the]
place of your fathers will be your sons” (Psalm
45:16). Although full of hard ships, the best
way for a Chris tian cou ple to solve the prob lem 
of their inabil ity to pro cre ate is to adopt chil -
dren who do not have par ents to care for them. 

These rea sons for repro duc tive clon ing show
it is mainly egocentrism that leads peo ple to
con sider doing it.

Ig nor ing God’s Laws

A prob lem arises when, in order to achieve a
goal, God’s law and advice must be ignored.
The desire to learn about the world and the
prin ci ples by which it is ruled turns into
“pride of life,” one of Satan’s tools to sub due
man kind (1 John 2:16,17). Eve was enticed
into tast ing the for bid den fruit when the “ser -
pent” told her a par tial truth: “The day you
eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you
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will be like God, know ing good and evil”
(Gen e sis 3:5). More over, “The woman saw
… that the tree was desir able to make one
wise” (Gen e sis 3:6). 

The adver sary tempted our Lord using the
same meth ods. He tried to get Jesus to do a
sim ple thing just to dem on strate that he was
capa ble of doing it, that he had the power.
Satan wanted Jesus to cast him self from the top 
of the tem ple; he even quoted words from a
psalm to prove that he would not have been
hurt in any way. But had he done so, our Lord
would only have proved that he had been over-
reach ing the priv i leges given to him, that he
was sim ply too proud. The Son of Man did
not suc cumb. His answer was short but full of
strength: “You shall not put the Lord your
God to the test” (Mat thew 4:7).

Is human clon ing against any of God’s
 commandments? There is no clear pro hi bi tion
in the Bible ban ning this pro ce dure. But repro -
duc tive clon ing could harm the fun da men tal
struc ture of our soci ety, which is the fam ily. We 
read: “There fore shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife:
and they shall be one flesh” (Gen e sis 2:24,
KJV). God wants suc ces sive gen er a tions of
 children to be con ceived and brought up in
a con sciously embraced rela tion ship. Clon ing
ex cludes a man as a nec es sary part in bring ing
forth life and reduces the woman’s role to an
“incu ba tor” for a grow ing life, a life that need
not be related to her. When we look at the fall
of the insti tu tion of mar riage, the grow ing
 number of divided fam i lies which results in the
con stant moral deg ra da tion of suc ces sive gen er -
a tions, one might pre fer to not imag ine the con -
se quences of being able to cre ate chil dren with -
out either a father or a mother. 

Ther a peu tic Clon ing

In addi tion to repro duc tive clon ing, there is
another type called ther a peu tic clon ing. This
is a pro cess by which a per son’s DNA is used
to grow an embry onic clone. How ever, instead 
of insert ing this embryo into a sur ro gate
mother, its cells are used to grow stem cells.
Stem cells are totipotent which means any kind
of tis sue or organ can be grown using them.
It is pre sumed that this pro ce dure could help
those who suf fer from dis or ders such as Alz -
hei mer’s or Par kin son’s dis ease.

The eth i cal prob lem is what to think about
the embry onic stem cells that emerge from this

pro cess. There is no fer til iza tion in ther a peu tic
clon ing and it does not result in the birth of a
baby; the whole pro ce dure of cre at ing embryos
takes place in a lab o ra tory envi ron ment. How -
ever, what emerges out of this nuclear trans fer
is an embryo, which, if put in favor able con di -
tions—a uterus—would pro duce a fetus and,
after the pas sage of time, that fetus could be
born as a baby. Although there is no lit eral fer -
til iza tion, it is replaced by nuclear trans fer. As
we have already seen, not every life begins with 
a sep a rate fer til iza tion; iden ti cal twins are the
result of sin gle fer til iza tion. 

The Bible says that life begins long before
we actu ally see a baby: “The LORD called me
from the womb, from the body of my mother
he named me” (Isa iah 49:1; see also Job
31:15; Psalm 139:13-16; Jer e miah 1:5; Gala -
tians 1:15). This does not allow us to con sider
any of the tech niques that manip u late embryos
as being in accor dance with God’s will. This is 
the big gest argu ment against hu man clon ing.

It is surely a great objec tive to strive to find a 
cure that would heal any sick nesses that trou ble 
man kind. But this must not be done when the
price is the suf fer ing, or even the death, of
other indi vid u als, par tic u larly those not able
to pro tect them selves. For tu nately there does
appear to be a way to gain the ben e fits of ther a -
peu tic clon ing with out the con tro ver sies asso ci -
ated with embry onic cells. Sci en tists have dis -
cov ered there are cells scat tered all over the
body that are capa ble of devel op ing into many
dif fer ent cell types; they are a kind of “repair
kit” for the body. These research ers now must
find a way to iden tify these adult stem cells
from among all the other cells in one’s body
and then stim u late them to dif fer en ti ate in
some desir able way. It is these adult stem cells
that are respon si ble for the suc cess of bone
mar row trans plants used to treat leu ke mia.
There is also exper i men tal use of such cells to
gen er ate healthy heart mus cle cells for those
with chronic heart dis ease. The use of umbil i -
cal cord blood is a sim i lar alter na tive.

But we know that what ever man kind suc -
ceeds in doing, it can bring only tem po rary
relief to the trou bled human race. The per ma -
nent cure can only be found in God Almighty
and his king dom. That is why we long for the
day when “the cre ation itself also will be set
free from its slav ery to cor rup tion into the free -
dom of the glory of the chil dren of God” (Ro -
mans 8:21).
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The Chris tian and Politics

A World Divided
And if a king dom be divided against itself, that king dom can not stand.—Mark 3:24

Pe ter Karavas

Which U.S. po lit i cal party should
 Bible Stu dents sup port: the Dem o -
crat, Re pub li can, or some other

party? This is like ask ing the Apostles which
po lit i cal/re li gious group they sup port: Phar i -
sees, Sad du cees, or Herodians. As Bi ble Stu -
dents our sup port is with our re turned Lord
and the king dom he is es tab lish ing, not for the
pres ent “heav ens” and “earth” re served for de -
struc tion (2 Pe ter 3:7). Dur ing this Gos pel
age the Scrip tures ad mon ish Chris tians to stay
sep a rate from earthly en tan gle ments:

 “For our cit i zen ship is in heaven” (Philip -
pians 3:20, NKJV).

 “Now then we are am bas sa dors for Christ”
(2 Co rin thi ans 5:20).

 “If my king dom were of this world, then
would my ser vants fight” (John 18:36).

 “Ev ery one who serves as a sol dier keeps
him self from be com ing en tan gled in the
world’s busi ness—so that he may sat isfy the
of fi cer who en listed him” (2 Tim o thy 2:4,
Wey mouth).

There are no New Tes ta ment exam ples of
Chris tians enter ing the polit i cal arena. Cit i -
zens of heaven must not become entan gled in
the pol i tics of this earth. An earthly ambas sa -
dor must not inter fere in the pol i tics of his host 
coun try. Those of the new cre ation are being
pre pared for a future work as earth’s kings
and priests (Rev e la tion 20:6). They are to be
patient, sub mit to God’s time table for chang -
ing the world, and not walk ahead of the Lord 
as King Saul did when he per son ally offered
sac ri fices to God because Sam uel was not
there (1 Sam uel 13). Saul paid dearly for this 
trans gres sion.

There are those who are work ing hard to
make Amer ica a “Chris tian Nation.” Al -
though we may some times admire their good
inten tions, they are mov ing ahead of God by
work ing against his plans to destroy the pres ent 

heav ens (reli gious arrange ments) and earth
(civil gov ern ment) (see Dan iel 2:44). 

Po lar iza tion of Amer i can So ci ety

When ter ror ists struck the United States on
Sep tem ber 11, 2001, Amer i cans came together
in grief and resolve, ral ly ing behind Pres i dent
Bush in an extraor di nary show of national
unity. But when Hur ri cane Katrina hit last
year, the oppo site occurred: Amer i cans divid -
ed along sharply par ti san lines in their judg -
ment of the pres i dent’s and the fed eral gov ern -
ment’s response.

In a speech after the 2000 elec tion, Bush
said, “I am opti mis tic that we can change the
tone in Wash ing ton, D.C. … I know Amer ica
wants rec on cil i a tion and unity. I know Amer i -
cans want prog ress. And we must seize this
moment and deliver.” Yet the tone in Wash -
ing ton has only got ten worse and more par ti san 
dur ing the years of the Bush pres i dency. 

Over the years, lead er ship of the Democrat
party has shifted to the extreme left, favor ing
var i ous dis jointed spe cial inter ests, in clud ing
pro-choice, pro-homo sex ual, affir ma tive action, 
the fem i nist move ment, national health care,
more taxes and big ger gov ern ment. Since
clearly pre sent ing this kind of plat form would
alien ate too many vot ers, their approach has
been to focus on attack ing the pres i dent and
the Repub li can party.

The pres i dent has shunned unity, pre fer ring 
con fron ta tion over con cil i a tion, while favor ing
pol i cies super fi cially aimed at deep en ing sup -
port among his con ser va tive base at the expense 
of ideas that might pro duce bipar ti san con sen sus
and broader approval among the peo ple. 

The Repub li can party has attempted to
take over the cen ter as well as try ing to hold
the con ser va tive right. This “be more things to
more peo ple” approach has won them votes,
but for how long? A grow ing num ber of con -
ser va tive vot ers are los ing patience with the
pres i dent and espe cially the Con gress, feel ing
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they are giv ing lip ser vice to con ser va tive prin -
ci ples, but show ing lit tle back bone in sup port -
ing and pro mot ing those ideals. 

Bush’s great est bipar ti san accom plish ments
are prob a bly the “No Child Left Behind”
 education act, pre scrip tion drug ben e fits for
Med icare recip i ents, and his pro mo tion of huge
fed eral relief for Hur ri cane Katrina vic tims.
Many con ser va tive Repub li cans have come to
view Bush as a fis cal Dem o crat in Repub li -
can cloth ing. Instead of the old “Rea gan om -
ics” sup ply-side approach of cut ting both taxes
and spend ing, Bush has cut taxes only slightly
and increased spend ing dramatically. As is
now abun dantly clear, out-of-con trol fed eral
spend ing can not be cov ered by any eco nomic
growth gen er ated by tax cuts. Outsourcing
jobs to for eign coun tries in creases the prof its of
big cor po ra tions while simul ta neously putt ing
Amer i cans out of work.

Over the years, as lib er als have been unable
to pro mote their agenda through leg is la tion,
they have tried to achieve their goals through
the appoint ment of activ ist judges, who are
anx ious to imple ment changes by leg is lat ing
from the bench.

As the war on ter ror con tin ues, many con -
ser va tives feel Pres i dent Bush’s recent com mit -
ment to secur ing the south ern bor der with
Mex ico is more of a reac tion to pres sure than a
deep per sonal con cern. Con ser va tives are also
afraid it will not stop ter ror ists from cross ing
the bor der and may encour age an even greater
flood of for eign work ers who want to become
cit i zens so they can later bring their rel a tives to
ben e fit from our wel fare, edu ca tion, med i cal,
and social ser vices.

As pol i ti cians have become focused on
power and pork-bar rel spend ing, the inter ests
of the peo ple and the nation have gone by the
way side. A “house divided against itself shall
not stand” (Mat thew 12:25). All of these con -
flicts before us rep re sent ele ments of the Lord’s 
great army ris ing up, the ulti mate end of which
will result in anar chy and the dis so lu tion of
pres ent sys tems. 

Rise in Power of the Re li gious Right

Over the years the so-called “reli gious right”
has gained and lost ground. The Chris tian
Coali tion was founded in 1989 by tele vi sion
preacher Pat Rob ert son to take over the

Repub li can party from the bot tom up. In an
inter view with the Den ver Post in 1992 Pat
Rob ert son said, “Our aim is to gain domin ion 
over soci ety … [and] take work ing con trol of
the Repub li can Party.” Although the Chris -
tian Coali tion has been remark ably suc cess ful
at get ting its favored can di dates elected, the
orga ni za tion is now con sid ered a sink ing ship
and has been sur passed by Focus on the Fam -
ily and The Fam ily Research Coun cil.

By elec tion time in 1994, the Chris tian
Coali tion had dis trib uted 40 mil lion cop ies of
the “Fam ily Val ues Voter’s Guide” in more
than 100,000 churches nation wide. 1994 was
the year Repub li cans won con trol of Con gress
for the first time in forty years and made a huge 
gain in State Leg is la tures. In 2000, 75 mil lion 
voter guides were sent out to sup port George
Bush. 

Up until 1994, Dem o crats held strong
major i ties in both houses of most State Leg is la -
tures. In 1992 Dem o crats had major i ties in
both bod ies of twenty-five leg is la tures, Repub -
li cans eight. In 1994, Dem o crats had major i -
ties in eigh teen, Repub li cans, nine teen. By
2003, Dem o crats had six teen, Repub li cans,
twenty-one.

Out of forty-five new mem bers in the U.S.
House of Rep re sen ta tives and nine in the U.S. 
Sen ate in 1994, roughly half were Chris tian
Coali tion can di dates. In 2002 can di dates
backed by the “religious right” won eigh teen
new House seats, and eleven Sen ate and Gu -
ber na to rial elec tions. Most of the Repub li can
lead er ship of the U.S. Con gress con sis tently
receives 100% scores from the Chris tian Coali -
tion. Thirty-eight out of fifty-two Repub li cans
in the U.S. Sen ate received a 100% rat ing
from Fam ily Research Coun cil in 2003 and
forty-one out of fifty-one sen a tors received
100% from the Chris tian Coali tion in 2004. 

Pro phetic Scrip tures

“And I saw three unclean spir its like frogs
come out of the mouth of the dragon, and
out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the
mouth of the false prophet. For they are the
spir its of dev ils, work ing mir a cles, which go
forth unto the kings of the earth and of the
whole world, to gather them to the bat tle of
that great day of God Almighty” (Rev e la tion
16:13,14).
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In the face of impend ing anar chy, the three
unclean spir its croak the har mo ni ous teach ing
of the beast (Papacy), dragon (civil power),
and false prophet (Prot es tant ism), which is
that both the civil gov ern ment and the clergy
have author ity over man kind. To pre vent col -
lapse, each sys tem will fore tell dire results for
any fail ure to obey its coun sels. The three most 
prom i nent char ac ter is tics of a frog are pom pos -
ity, an air of supe rior wis dom and knowl edge,
and con tin ual croak ing. Like frogs, they will
croak from pul pits and plat forms, and through
the reli gious and sec u lar press. 

Ulti mately, the masses will throw off the
yoke of the church as well as the state, since
both will be leagued against their cher ished
ideas of lib erty and equal ity. The Lord’s great
army will bring about the destruc tion of the
pres ent social order. Here are words from the 
from the 1897 book The Bat tle of Arma ged -
don: “Anar chists, Social ists, and hot-headed
rad i cals of every school of rea son and unrea -
son, will be in the fore front of that bat tle” (For -
ward, p. xiv).

John the Bap tist

In the type John the Bap tist pic tures the true
church, Herod the civil power, and Herodias
the papacy. John declared to Herod, “It is
not law ful for thee to have thy brother’s wife”
(Mark 6:18). We, like John, must by our
teach ings and exam ple declare unlaw ful any
pro posed union between church and civil gov -
ern ment. 

At the prompt ing of Herodias (Papacy),
Herod (civil gov ern ment) bound John (the true 
church) and placed him in prison. This typ i -
fies the com ing restraint of the church’s lib er -
ties. Herod’s prom ise of up to half his king dom 
to Salome (daugh ter of Herodias) illus trates
the future desire of civil gov ern ment to gain
the sup port and approval of the Protestant
churches as a fed er a tion. Gov erned by bound -
less ambi tion, Herodias real ized her posi tion
was inse cure so long as John lived. Fully in
sym pa thy with Roman Cathol i cism, united
Prot es tant ism will become her tool in the
destruc tion of the most loyal ser vants of God. 

The Three He brews

In Dan iel chap ter 3 we have the account of
the three Hebrews thrown into the fiery fur -

nace. Nebuchadnezzar pic tures civil gov ern -
ment and the great image of gold sym bol izes
the com ing Protestant fed er a tion, coop er at ing
with the Papacy. The dimen sions of this
image were sixty by six cubits, remind ing us of 
the num ber of the beast which is 666 (Rev e la -
tion 13:18).

The reli gious unity of the Bab y lo nian em -
pire was to be dem on strated by a gen eral wor -
ship of the golden image. Wor ship of the sym -
bolic image is to be a great test or trial upon
pro fess ing Chris tians in the end of this age.
The time is fast approach ing when the reli -
gious lib erty we now enjoy will be greatly re -
stricted and the work of dis sem i nat ing truth
inter fered with by com bined civil and eccle si as -
ti cal power. 

In Dan iel 3:8 the three Hebrews (rep re sent -
ing the true church) were accused by the
Chaldeans, mys ti cal advi sors to the king (Dan -
iel 2:5,10) and who rep re sent lead ers of the
Protestant fed er a tion. In verse 15 King Nebu -
chadnezzar gives the three Hebrews a sec ond
chance to live if they would just wor ship the
golden image. As with the John-the-Bap tist
type, civil gov ern ment will not be anx ious to
destroy the true church in the flesh; but the
 religious lead ers will be the main insti ga tors.

The fiery fur nace sym bol izes the great and
final time of trou ble. The sol diers cast ing the
three Hebrews into the fire were them selves
con sumed by it. Like wise in the pic ture of Dan -
iel and the lion’s den, the men who accused
Dan iel were cast into the lion’s den along with
their fam i lies. These pic tures seem to point to
the final destruc tion of Chris ten dom: “And a
strong angel took up a stone as it were a great
mill stone and cast it into the sea, say ing, Thus
with a mighty fall shall Bab y lon, the great city,
be cast down, and shall be found no more at
all” (Rev e la tion 18:21, ASV).

In the expe ri ence of the three Hebrews the
peo ple were to wor ship the image when they
heard the music play, rep re sent ing the false
mes sage of obey ing the Church-State union.
Notice how Rev e la tion teaches that this mes -
sage will cease.

Just as the king blessed God when he saw
the three Hebrews deliv ered from the fiery fur -
nace, so the kings of this world will ulti mately
bless God and wel come the res ur rected church
in the new king dom arrange ment.
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The Death of John Paul II

A House Divided
And if a house be divided against itself, that house can not stand.—Mark 3:25

Carl Hagensick

The death of Pope John Paul II, while
not un ex pected, marked the end of
one of the most dy namic pe ri ods of

Pa pal his tory. Karol Wojtyla was the first non-
Ital ian pope since the Dutch-Ger man pope
Adrian VI (1522-1523). His ten ure of nearly
twenty-seven years was only sur passed by the
thirty-one-year reign of Pius IX (1846-1878).

A World-Wide Min is try

No pope trav eled more than John Paul whose
hun dred-plus pil grim ages total ing 725,000 miles 
reached nearly every coun try of the earth. The 
audi ences for his mes sages were huge, includ -
ing a crowd of 4.5 mil lion in Manila, Phil ip -
pines, on Jan u ary 15, 1995. His fre quent
trips to his native Poland were instru men tal
in the col lapse of com mu nism, largely through
his sup port of the Sol i dar ity move ment.
Mikhail Gorbachev claimed that the fall of the
Rus sian com mu nist sys tem would have been
impos si ble with out him.

Crit ics felt that his meet ings with such right-
wing dic ta tors as Augusto Pinochet of Chile,
and his can on iza tion of Josemaria Escriva of
the con ser va tive Opus Dei orga ni za tion im -
plied that he had become polit i cally involved
with extrem ist anti-Marx ist activ ists. These
feel ings, aug mented with his strong stance
against the 2003 Iraq war, were just as likely to 
be an out growth of his pac i fist beliefs.

His Doc trines

John Paul was noted for stress ing his devo tion
to Mary, mak ing pil grim ages to her shrines in
the Vir gin Islands, Knock in Ire land, Fatima
in Por tu gal, Guadalupe in Mex ico, and
Lourdes in France. His beliefs in the tra di -
tional doc trines of the church were affirmed
in The Cat e chism of the Cath o lic Church and
the Apos tolic Con sti tu tion. His first epis tle
focused on the doc trine of the Tri une God.
The back ground of his teach ings are found in
his eight books on phi los o phy, as well as two
stage plays, later pro duced as mov ies. In addi -

tion he pub lished two vol umes of his poetry.
His pac i fist beliefs were indi cated in the poem 
The Muni tions Worker that ends with these
words:

I do not kill peo ple,
I only make the weap ons that kill peo ple,
But is that enough?

Ecu me nism

Although a strict tra di tion al ist on Cath o lic
dogma, nev er the less John Paul often made
con tact with other reli gions, seek ing com mon
ground. He had a con fer ence with such
diverse lead ers as the Dalai Lama and Queen 
Eliz a beth II, the Supreme Gov er nor of the
Church of Eng land. On a trip to Egypt in
2000 he met with the Coptic Pope and the
Greek Ortho dox Patri arch of Alex an dria. He 
offered prayers both at an Islamic mosque in
Damas cus and at the Jew ish Wail ing Wall in
Jeru sa lem. He also was the first pope to visit
the Auschwitz con cen tra tion camp, the Yad
Vashem memo rial to the holo caust, and the
Jew ish syn a gogue of Rome. 

Per haps his most dil i gent ecu men i cal ef -
forts were directed to the East ern Ortho dox
churches. For the first time since the Great
Schism of 1054 a pope trav eled to an East ern
Ortho dox coun try when in 1999 John Paul
trav eled to Roma nia. He also vis ited other
east ern coun tries includ ing Ukraine, Croatia,
and Bosnia-Herzegovina.

His Apol o gies

One of the most remark able accom plish ments
of his papacy was the rec og ni tion and apol ogy
for over a hun dred wrongs com mit ted by the
Roman Cath o lic Church. These in cluded:

 1. The per se cu tion of Ga li leo (1992).

 2. Cath o lic in volve ment with the Af ri can
slave trade (1993).

 3. The his tor i cal den i gra tion of women
(1995).
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 4. The burn ings at the stake fol low ing
the Protestant Ref or ma tion (1995).

 5. Si lence of Ro man Cath o lics dur ing
the Ho lo caust (1998).

 6. The ex e cu tion of Jan Hus in 1415
(1999).

 7. For sins of Cath o lics in vi o lat ing
 human rights of eth nic groups (2000).

 8. For the Cru sader at tack of Con stan -
ti no ple in 1294 (2001).

 9. For mis sion ary abuse against the
 indigenous peo ple of the South Pa cific 
(2001).

10. For the mas sa cre of the Az tecs by
the Span ish in the name of the church
(2001).

Many Roman Cath o lics, both indi vid u als
and orga ni za tions, renounced these apol o gies.
Bishop Wil liam Rich ard son of St. Thomas
Aqui nas Sem i nary wrote: “Where would John
Paul II him self be if Cath o lic mis sion ar ies
had never gone into pagan Poland those many
years ago and destroyed its idol a try” (Let ter to
Friends and Bene fac tors).

A Church Di vided

Both John Paul and his suc ces sor, Pope Ben -
e dict XVI, have taken strong stands on moral
issues. They both have stead fastly spo ken
against homo sex ual mar riages, abor tion, and
eutha na sia. John Paul took a pac i fist posi tion
on war fare and cap i tal pun ish ment and wrote
in favor of debt for give ness and other pov erty
issues. These posi tions have been largely
ignored by the Amer i can and Euro pean laity,
though pop u lar among Cath o lics in south east
Asia and South Amer ica. 

Another divi sive issue has been the slow
pace of the church to address offi cially the wide -
spread sex ual scan dals involv ing pedo philia,
that con tin ues to cost the church count less mil -
lions of dol lars. The set tle ments and asso ci ated 
legal expenses, aug mented by low church at -
ten dance, have been par tially respon si ble for the 
clos ing of hun dreds of churches and schools.

Church atten dance in Europe has de -
creased mark edly and barely held even in the
United States, while grow ing steadily in Africa 
and South Amer ica. These decreas ing num -
bers have also led to decreased can di dates for
the priest hood and cor re spond ingly smaller
atten dance at theo log i cal sem i nar ies. 

A Scrip tural Look at the Past

As the late pope’s numer ous apol o gies indi -
cate, there is much in Papacy’s past for which
to repent and seek for give ness. The inqui si -
tions, the papal scan dals and immo ral i ties, the 
stri dent anti-Sem i tism, the uti li za tion of sec u -
lar gov ern ments to carry out the destruc tion of
their foes, the Cru sades, and the burn ings at
the stake, are only the tip of the ice berg in
describ ing her many sins. Well did the Rev e -
la tor say, “And in her was found the blood of
proph ets, and of saints, and of all that were
slain upon the earth” (Rev e la tion 18:24).

In the Bible the name “Bab y lon” is often
used in a met a phor i cal sense. In New Tes ta -
ment times Jews and Chris tians alike applied it 
to the city of Rome (see the Sybilline Ora cles 5 
143). This seemed par tic u larly appro pri ate at
that time, because of the descrip tive phrases
used to describe the city which was home to the 
great power of Impe rial Rome.

w It ruled over the kings of the earth (Rev e la -
tion 17:18).

w It sat on seven moun tains (Rev e la tion 17:9).

w It was the cen ter of the world’s mer chan dise 
(Rev e la tion 18:3,11-13).

w It was the corrupter of na tions (Rev e la tion
17:2; 18:3; 19:2).

w It was the per se cu tor of the saints (Rev e la -
tion 17:6).

As time pro gressed, and espe cially since the
Ref or ma tion, many Protestant schol ars have
applied these words to the Cath o lic Church
head quar tered in Rome. Cer tainly these same
descrip tive ele ments fit the Papacy as well as
or even better than they fit Impe rial Rome.

From the days of Constantine until the time
of Napo leon the Roman Cath o lic Church has
united itself with the kings of the earth. While
claim ing to be the bride of Christ, it has itself
joined to oth ers. The Scrip tures des ig nate this
as for ni ca tion: “And there fol lowed another
angel, say ing, Bab y lon is fallen, is fallen, that
great city, because she made all nations drink
of the wine of the wrath of her for ni ca tion”
(Rev e la tion 14:8).

In describ ing this phenomenon, the Rev e la -
tor fur ther writes: “And upon her fore head was 
a name writ ten, MYS TERY, BAB Y LON THE

GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR LOTS AND 

ABOM I NA TIONS OF EARTH” (Rev e la tion
17:5). The word “mys tery” in this title implies 
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a sym bolic and hid den mean ing, sug gest ing it
is fig u ra tive lan guage.

The abom i na tions of this sym bolic Bab y lon
were infec tious, cor rupt ing all with whom it
came in con tact. This was the Lord’s tool to
show man his own weak nesses. “Bab y lon hath
been a golden cup in the LORD’s hand, that
made all the earth drunken: the nations have
drunken of her wine; there fore the nations are
mad” (Jer e miah 51:7). This same cup is fur -
ther described in Rev e la tion 17:4, “And the
woman was arrayed in pur ple and scar let col -
our, and decked with gold and pre cious stones
and pearls, hav ing a golden cup in her hand
full of abom i na tions and filth i ness of her for ni -
ca tion.”

This pic ture is based on a proph ecy regard -
ing the lit eral Bab y lon of Old Tes ta ment
times: “For thus saith the LORD God of Israel 
unto me; Take the wine cup of this fury at my
hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I
send thee, to drink it. And they shall drink,
and be moved, and be mad, because of the
sword that I will send among them” (Jer e miah
25:15,16). Then, after list ing some twenty
nations, he adds: “There fore thou shalt say
unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel; Drink ye, and be drunken, and
spue, and fall, and rise no more, because of the 
sword which I will send among you. And it
shall be, if they refuse to take the cup at thine
hand to drink, then shalt thou say unto them,
Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Ye shall cer -
tainly drink” (Jer e miah 25:27,28).

A Scrip tural Look at the Pres ent

In a par a ble about wheat and tares found in
Mat thew 13:24-30, false Chris tians (tares) are
per mit ted to develop side by side with true
Chris tians (wheat). Only in the “time of har -
vest” would they be sep a rated. We are now in
that har vest period and that sep a rat ing work
has been in prog ress for over a hun dred years. 

As lit eral Bab y lon had held the Jew ish peo -
ple cap tive for a time, so sym bolic Bab y lon has
been home to many true Chris tians over the
past twenty cen tu ries. But this great sys tem has 
also become the “hab i ta tion of dev ils, and the
hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every
unclean and hate ful bird” (Rev e la tion 18:2).
Just as God had called his peo ple back to Jeru -
sa lem after their cap tiv ity, so there would be a
time when God calls his spir i tual peo ple home. 
That time is now. Now the call is “Come out

of her, my peo ple, that ye be not par takers of
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues” 
(Rev e la tion 18:4).

In another pic ture, this false sys tem is called
the “church of Laodicea” (Rev e la tion 3:14).
For cen tu ries this sys tem had served as God’s
spokes man on earth. But now, he says, “I will
spue thee out of my mouth” (Rev e la tion 3:16).

As a result of her unfaith ful ness, God,
through the Rev e la tor, has decreed a pun ish -
ment of seven plagues to bring down this great
sys tem. These are detailed in Rev e la tion 16.
Most Bible Stu dents have con cluded that these 
plagues have already begun, but there are vary -
ing opin ions as to the spe cific appli ca tion of
each of them. All do agree that the net result is
the final removal of the great sys tems that have
so dom i nated the world for over 2,000 years,
and have been “weighed in the bal ances, and
art found want ing” (Dan iel 5:27). For two
alter na tive view points see the arti cles A Foun -
da tion for Under stand ing Proph ecy and Heads
and Horns in the July/August 2005 issue of
The Her ald. Here is a third opin ion:

Plague Sig nif i cance

1. Boils and Sores 
(on Earth)

Dis sen sion from within
Bab y lon

2. Sea as Blood of Dead 
Men (on Sea)

Po lit i cal and so cial
 polarization of so ci ety

3. Foun tains Turned to
Blood (on Wa ter
Foun tains)

Mod ern ism en ter ing
Chris tian sem i nar ies

4. Scorch ing of Men 
(on Sun)

In ves ti ga tive re port ing
un earth ing se crets 

5. Dark ness 
(on Seat of Beast)

Con fu sion, lack of  di -
rection in Christendom

6. Dry ing Up of Eu phra -
tes (on Eu phra tes)

Dry ing up of fi nan cial
sup port for churches

7. Great Hail 
(on Air)

Fi nal de struc tion of
spir i tual Bab y lon

The final fall of Bab y lon is depicted in full
detail in Rev e la tion 19 and in abbre vi ated
form in Rev e la tion 18:21, “And a mighty
angel took up a stone like a great mill stone, and 
cast it into the sea, say ing, Thus with vio lence
shall that great city Bab y lon be thrown down,
and shall be found no more at all.” Many
Bible Stu dents see an impli ca tion in the fact
that the angel “took up” the stone before cast -
ing it down, an indi ca tion that the great eccle si -
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as ti cal sys tem here pic tured may have a brief
resur gence of power before its final demise.

A Scrip tural Look at the Fu ture

What comes next? Although it is always dif fi -
cult to proph esy the future with pre cise accu -
racy, there is an inter est ing con cept pre sented
in the final verses of Isa iah 23. There these
same sys tems are pic tured under the fig ure of
the city of Tyre. The prophet pre dicts that
these orga ni za tions shall fall into an eclipse of
power for a period of sev enty years, after
which it shall return to its for mer ways,
described as “for ni ca tion.” 

Then fol lows a graphic descrip tion of its
destruc tion: “And it shall come to pass after
the end of sev enty years, that the LORD will
visit Tyre, and she shall turn to her hire, and
shall com mit for ni ca tion with all the king doms
of the world upon the face of the earth. And
her mer chan dise and her hire shall be holi ness
to the LORD: it shall not be trea sured nor laid
up; for her mer chan dise shall be for them that
dwell before the LORD, to eat suf fi ciently, and 
for dura ble cloth ing” (Isa iah 23:17,18).

The sug ges tion in this verse is that the accu -
mu lated wealth of spir i tual Tyre will not be
destroyed but, rather, be con verted for the
advan tage of the com mon good: “I will shake
all nations; and the pre cious things of all
nations shall come; and I will fill this house
with glory, saith Jeho vah of hosts” (Haggai
2:7, ASV). The same con cept is indi cated,
though less spe cif i cally, in Zech a riah 14:14.

The reli gious sys tem to fol low the destruc -
tion of pres ent insti tu tions will be a true the oc -
racy. It will need no pope or bishop at its head, 
nor any great church build ings, for there shall
be “no tem ple therein: for the Lord God the
Almighty, and the Lamb are the tem ple there -
of ” (Rev e la tion 21:22). 

The reli gion of that time will be truly cath o -
lic (uni ver sal), for the will ing of all nations and
denom i na tions will be a part of it, regard less if
in their past they were Cath o lic or Protestant, 
Jew ish or Mus lim, Bud dhist, Hindu, or pagan. 
Then there will be one church and all who then 
believe can wor ship the one true God through -
out life ever last ing.
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100 Years Ago

Roman Catholicism In Trouble

The French gov ern ment has cancelled its agree ment or “Con cor dat” with the
church of Rome, and that re li gion in France is now on much the same plane
as in these United States—that is, that re li gion shall no lon ger be sup ported

by the gov ern ment. There is this dif fer ence—the French have gone a step far ther than
Amer ica, and have de cided that the great church ed i fices, etc., built with the money of
the French pub lic, are not the prop erty of the Pope and Ro man hi er ar chy, but to be
 supervised by the French gov ern ment, which, be ing a Re pub lic, is the peo ple’s gov ern -
ment. …

Ever since the Span ish-Amer i can war Spain has been awak en ing to a real iza tion of
her bond age to reli gious super sti tions of the “dark ages.” The action of France has
been a les son to Spain, which she is grad u ally learn ing, and it need not sur prise us if it
lead to sep a ra tion between the state-and-church union which has pre vailed there for
cen tu ries. The enter ing wedge was the recent deci sion of the Min is ter of Jus tice, that a
civil mar riage is law ful and bind ing whether sanc tioned by the Roman Cath o lic church
or not. The test case was on the refusal of burial priv i leges to the corpse of one mar ried
with out the approval of the Roman clergy. The deci sion will thus be seen to be a break -
ing of the power of the Roman clergy over the peo ple.

—Re prints, p. 3881 (No vem ber 1, 1906)



Terrorism

A New World Disorder
He who dwells in the shel ter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
—Psalm 91:1, NASB

Jeff Mezera

John W. Gardner once said, “His tory never
looks like his tory when you are liv ing
through it. It al ways looks con fus ing and

messy, and it al ways feels un com fort able.” 
After expe ri enc ing the end of the Cold

War, the breakup of the Soviet Union, the fall
of the Berlin Wall, and the end of most Com -
mu nist gov ern ments, today’s news speaks of
eth nic wars around the world, the grow ing
power of Islam, and the fear of “Ter ror ism.”
The unex pected rise of Islam and its sig nif i -
cance to the stu dent of the Bible is puz zling. In 
the scheme of the bib li cal pro phetic pic ture sig -
nif i cant events are tak ing place. But just what
is that picture?

While the signs of the “end of the age”
(Mat thew 24:3) are numer ous, we know “there
will be great dis tress, unequaled from the be -
gin ning of the world until now—and never to
be equaled again. If those days had not been
cut short, no one would sur vive, but for the
sake of the elect those days will be short ened”
(Mat thew 24:21,22, NIV).

For years Amer i cans con sid ered ter ror ism
to be some one else’s prob lem. The United
States was con cerned with the Cold War and
the threat of nuclear anni hi la tion. The Pal es -
tin ian Inti fa da had become com mon place in
the news with repet i tive instances of ter ror ist
activ ity in Israel. Despite repeated attempts at
peace, vio lence continued unabated.

In the 1970s ter ror ism was not as wide -
spread as in recent years. Sui cide bomb ings,
as sas si na tions, and hijackings have since be -
come the ter ror ist acts of choice. Now both
com puter and bio log i cal viruses are used,
chem i cal and radio ac tive dirty bombs are
threat ened. Even women and cit i zens of west -
ern coun tries have com mit ted suicide bomb -
ings.

Since the 1970s, ter ror ists have blown up
oil instal la tions and hijacked air planes in an
effort to draw atten tion to their cause. Some -

times they went fur ther. The Pal es tin ian Lib -
er a tion Orga ni za tion kid napped and killed
sev eral Israeli ath letes dur ing the 1972 Olym -
pics in Munich. In 1979 the Amer i can em -
bassy in Iran was seized and sixty-three hos -
tages were detained. The 1980s saw sev eral
car bombs used against U.S. embas sies,
includ ing one in Bei rut. An explo sion was set
off in the under ground park ing garage of the
World Trade Cen ter in 1993. Two years later 
there was a sarin gas attack in a Tokyo sub -
way. In 2000 the destroyer U.S.S. Cole, as it
rested at a dock, nearly sank after an explo sive
attack. North Korea and Iran have, or are
seek ing, nuclear weap ons. Mod ern-day pirates
have attacked ships in the open seas.

In the last ten years kid nap ping for ran som
has increased as a way for ter ror ists to raise
funds in South Amer ica, Europe, Asia, Afri -
ca, and the Mid dle East. CNN claims there
are between eight thou sand and ten thou sand
such cases annu ally; Brit ain’s For eign Pol icy
Cen ter esti mates that these activ i ties alone pro -
duce $500 mil lion a year. Many of these ter -
ror ist groups are also funded through drug traf -
fick ing, so-called Islamic char i ties, do na tions,
front com pa nies, fam ily for tunes, and crim i nal
activ i ties.

Life as we know it changed on Sep tem ber
11, 2001, with a ter ror ist attack on the United
States pro duced by fly ing pas sen ger jets into
New York’s World Trade Cen ter and the
Pen ta gon in Wash ing ton, D.C. That was not
all. A month later sev eral let ters con tain ing
anthrax were sent to offices in New York,
Wash ing ton, and Florida. Since 1999 there
have been insur gent attacks in Chechnya
against both indi vid u als and the Rus sian gov -
ern ment. The sei zure of a Mos cow movie the -
ater ended with hun dreds of casu al ties. Other
eth nic bat tles con tinue to rage through out
the world. In March 2004 Islamic ter ror ists
bombed the tran sit sys tem of Madrid; in July
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2005 four bombs went off in Lon don; in Octo -
ber 2005 sev eral bombs exploded in suc ces sion 
in Bagh dad; three hotels were bombed in Jor -
dan; poor lower class Mus lims set fires in
France in Novem ber 2005. Fur ther vio lence
con tin ues in Israel even though Gaza and four
West Bank towns were given to the Pal es tin -
ians. The new pres i dent of Iran has threat ened
to wipe Israel off the map. With lit tle hope of a
sta ble soci ety or gov ern ment in these ter ror ist
coun tries, will the world ever enjoy free dom
from ter ror ism? The hearts of many are anx -
ious because of the pros pect of the future:
“And there shall be … upon the earth dis tress
of nations, in per plex ity for the roar ing of the
sea and the bil lows; men faint ing for fear, and
for expec ta tion of the things which are com ing
on the world: for the pow ers of the heav ens
shall be shaken” (Luke 21:25,26, ASV).

Ter ror ism

Edward Gib bon said, “His tory is indeed lit tle 
more than the reg is ter of the crimes, fol lies,
and mis for tunes of man kind.” The United
States Fed eral Bureau of Inves ti ga tion’s def i -
ni tion of ter ror ism is “the unlaw ful use of force 
or vio lence against per sons or prop erty to
intim i date or coerce a gov ern ment, the civil ian
pop u la tion, or any seg ment thereof, in fur ther -
ance of polit i cal or social objec tives”1

While Amer ica’s “war” has cap tured sev -
eral ter ror ist lead ers, it has also seen the recent
merger of two of the larg est ter ror ist orga ni za -
tions into one larger and stron ger Islamic mil i -
tant asso ci a tion. And Islam is now the fast est
grow ing reli gion in the world. 

Is lam

Islam came into exis tence in 622 A.D. through 
the efforts of a mer chant’s son whose name
was Moham med. Today one out of every five
peo ple in the world is a Mus lim and thus a
fol lower of Moham med’s teach ings. Most
Mus lims are not ter ror ists. Many devoted fol -
low ers of Moham med both believe and teach
that their reli gion is one of peace; but there are 
a num ber of other Mus lims who teach dif fer -
ently. These Mus lim extrem ists use ter ror ism
as a means to an end. But what is that end?

Sim i lar to other reli gions, Islam has its own
sects and divi sions. The main groups, Shi’ite,
Sunni, and Sufi, all con tain mod er ates, fun da -
men tal ists, and extrem ists; each has its own

unique per spec tive on the teach ings of the
Koran. The Shi’ite and the Sunni are the larg -
est groups. The Sunnis believe their Scrip tures 
are the final author ity while the Shi’ites look to
proph ets as the lead ers of the Mus lim world
com mu nity, and they believe in prophetic suc -
ces sion.

The Ko ran

Although the Koran con sid ers Jesus to be one
of the great est proph ets, it denies that he is the 
son of God. The Koran even denies Jesus
died at all. From the time it was first writ ten,
there have been atroc i ties of war and ter ror ism 
based on dif fer ing inter pre ta tions of the Koran.
Con sider these pas sages:

2:190-193 “Fight in the cause of God
those who fight you … And slay them wher -
ever ye catch them … And fight them on until
there is no more tumult or oppres sion and there 
pre vail jus tice and faith in God.”

2:216 “Fight ing is pre scribed for you and
ye dis like it. But it is pos si ble that ye dis like a
thing which is good for you, and that ye love a
thing which is bad for you. But God knoweth
and ye know not.”

4:101 “For the Unbe liev ers are unto you
open ene mies.”

4:89 “They but wish that ye should reject
faith as they do, and thus be on the same foot -
ing as they. But take not friends from their
ranks until they flee in the way of God. But if
they turn ren e gades, seize them and slay them
wher ever ye find them.”

5:36 “The pun ish ment of those who wage
war against God and His apos tle and strive
with might and main for mis chief through the
land is exe cu tion, or cru ci fix ion, or the cut ting
off of hands and feet from oppo site sides, or
exile from the land. That is their dis grace in
this world and a heavy pun ish ment is theirs in
the Hereafter.”

5:54 “O ye who believe. Take not the Jews
and the Chris tians for your friends and pro tec -
tors. They are but friends and pro tec tors to
each other. And he amongst you that turns to
them [for friend ship] is of them. Ver ily God
guideth not a peo ple unjust.”

9:5 “Fight and slay the pagans wher ever ye
find them, and seize them, belea guer them,
and lie in wait for them in every strat a gem [of
war].”
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47:4 “There fore, when ye meet the unbe -
liev ers, smite at their necks, at length when ye
have thor oughly sub dued them, bind a bond
firmly [on them] … but if it had been God’s
will, he could cer tainly have exacted ret ri bu tion 
from them [him self], but [he lets you fight] in
order to test you, some with oth ers. But those
who are slain in the way of God, he will never
let their deeds be lost.”

Psalm 83

“They have said, Come, and let us cut them
off from being a nation; that the name of Israel 
may be no more in remem brance” (Psalm
83:4).

This proph ecy has not had a com plete ful -
fill ment as yet, for to be “cut off from being a
nation” Israel must first have become a nation.
That did occur in 1948. On May 15, 1948,
the day Israel declared its inde pend ence,
Azzam Pasha, Sec re tary Gen eral of the Arab
League, declared “jihad” against Israel: “This 
will be a war of exter mi na tion and a momen -
tous mas sa cre which will be spo ken of like
the Mon go lian mas sa cres and the Cru sades”
(New York Times, May 16, 1948).

At the time Egypt’s pres i dent, Gamal Ab -
dul Nasser, stated, “We shall not enter Pal es -
tine with its soil cov ered in sand … We shall
enter it with its soil sat u rated in blood” (March 
8, 1965).

A few months later Nasser stated that his
aims were the “full res to ra tion of the rights of
the Pal es tin ian peo ple. In other words, we aim
at the destruc tion of the State of Israel. The
imme di ate aim: per fec tion of Arab mil i tary
might. The national aim: the erad i ca tion of
Israel.”

At the same time the Iraqi Pres i dent, Abdur
Rahman Aref, boasted, “Our goal is clear—to 
wipe Israel off the map.” 

The PLO’s stated mis sion objec tives in -
clude:

1. “The elim i na tion of Zi on ism in Pal es -
tine!”—Ar ti cle 15. 

2. “The 1947 par ti tion of Pal es tine in and
the es tab lish ment of the State of Is rael
are en tirely il le gal”—Ar ti cle 19.

Because sim i lar con flicts as described in
Psalm 83 have occurred in times with some of
the nations listed, but not with all the spe cific
nations against Israel at the same time, we look
to the future and a mod ern map for ful fill ment

of this proph ecy. Here are the nations listed in
Psalm 83 along with their mod ern name today:

Bib li cal
Name

Mod ern Na tion

  1. Edom South ern Jor dan

  2. Ishmaelites Bed ou ins (no madic)

  3. Moab Cen tral Jor dan

  4. Hagarenes Egypt (?); or Hagarites (1 Chron.
5:10, 19-22), N.E. Jor dan

  5. Gebal Cen tral Leb a non (Byblos; mod ern
Jubayl)

  6. Am mon North ern Jor dan (cap i tal: Amman)

  7. Amalek Si nai pen in sula

  8. Philistines Gaza strip

  9. Tyre South ern Leb a non

10. Assur Iraq (As syria was in North ern Iraq)

The result of Psalm 83 may lie with verse 18,
that men may know that only Jeho vah’s name
is the most high (and not the name of Allah).

The End?

Psalm 83 is not the end. The end of the war
is described in Ezekiel 38 where we find the
enemy in “Jacob’s trou ble” is not the Arab
nations as described in Psalm 83, but rather
an entirely dif fer ent col lab o ra tion of nations.
While the major ity of the nations listed in
Ezekiel 38 are not Arab, most of them are
Mus lim. Here is the Ezekiel 38 list:

Bib li cal
Name

Mod ern Na tion

1. Gog/Magog Great Rus sians (in clud ing Mus -
lim re pub lics, e.g., Uzbekistan)

2. Meshech Ar me ni ans

3. Tubal Geor gians (Kartvelia = moun -
tains of Tubal; cap i tal Tblisi)

4. Per sia Iran

5. Ethi o pia [Cush] Ethi o pia, or Black Af rica

6. Libya [Put] North Af rica (Libya, Tu ni sia,
 Algeria, Mo rocco)

7.  Gomer North ern Eu rope (Ashkenaz and
Riphath) and Tur key
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And for the west ern block nations of verse 13:

8. Sheba and
     Dedan

Ara bia (Gen e sis 25:1-6; 10:7)

9. Tarshish and
     young lions

Wes tern most Eu rope and for mer 
col o nies (Ezekiel 27:12)

The result of Psalm 83 was that the nations
would know the name of the Lord. The result
of Ezekiel 38 is sim i lar: “I will sum mon a
sword against Gog on all my moun tains,
declares the Sov er eign LORD. Every man’s
sword will be against his brother. I will exe cute
judg ment upon him with plague and blood shed 
… and on the many nations with him. And so
I will show my great ness and my holi ness, and I 
will make myself known in the sight of many
nations. Then they will know that I am the
LORD” (Ezekiel 38:21-23, NIV).

“We are fully aware of the fact that many of
the Lord’s peo ple who have come to a knowl -
edge of the Divine Plan have been inclined to
dis credit any inter pre ta tion and appli ca tion of
the pro phetic Word to the great Moham medan 
power. How ever, when we care fully exam ine
the his tory of this once pow er ful empire, and its 
bane ful reli gion as it has affected Chris tian ity,
its becloud ing the Gos pel sun light of Truth,
etc., we can scarcely avoid the con vic tion that
it, as well as the great Papal sys tem, has its
place in the pro phetic Word.”—“The Long
Prom ised Regathering of Israel,” The Her ald
of Christ’s King dom, June, 1922.

“When these things begin to take place,
stand up and lift up your heads, because your
redemp tion is draw ing near” (Luke 21:28,
NIV).

The End of Ter ror ism

The end result of this will be the fru ition of
God’s plan and the ful fill ment of proph ecy.
The ter ror ists will be held account able.

“For when the Gen tiles, which have not the
law, do by nature the things con tained in the
law, these, hav ing not the law, are a law unto
them selves: which shew the work of the law
writ ten in their hearts, their con science also
bear ing wit ness, and their thoughts the mean
while accus ing or else excus ing one another; in
the day when God shall judge the secrets of
men by Jesus Christ accord ing to my gos pel”
(Romans 2:14-16).

“But he that knew not, and did com mit
things wor thy of stripes, shall be beaten with

few stripes. For unto whom so ever much is
given, of him shall be much required: and to
whom men have com mit ted much, of him they
will ask the more” (Luke 12:48).

They will learn of the Lord God and they
will be judged righ teously: “The LORD shall
endure for ever; He has pre pared His throne
for judg ment. He shall judge the world in righ -
teous ness, and He shall admin is ter judg ment
for the peo ples in upright ness” (Psalm 9:7,8,
NKJV).

Yet the king dom of God will lead the inhab -
it ants of the world, includ ing the pres ent fol -
low ers of Moham med, to trust in God’s prom -
ises and to pro claim in that day that “this is our 
God: we have waited for him, and he will save
us; this is the LORD; we have waited for him,
we will be glad and rejoice in his sal va tion”
(Isa iah 25:9). “For when thy judg ments are in
the earth, the inhab it ants of the world will learn 
righ teous ness” (Isa iah 26:9).

In that day the Lord will make him self
known to all men on the earth. “They shall not
hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun tain: for
the earth shall be full of the knowl edge of the
LORD, as the waters cover the sea” (Isa iah
11:9). “After those days, saith the LORD, I
will put my law in their inward parts, and write 
it in their hearts; and will be their God, and
they shall be my peo ple” (Jer e miah 31:33).

“He shall judge among many peo ple, and
rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall
beat their swords into plow shares, and their
spears into prun inghooks: nation shall not lift
up a sword against nation, nei ther shall they
learn war any more” (Micah 4:3).

This is God’s answer to ter ror ism: “So like -
wise ye, when ye see these things come to pass,
know ye that the king dom of God is nigh at
hand. Ver ily I say unto you, This gen er a tion
shall not pass away, till all be ful filled. Heaven
and earth shall pass away: but my words shall
not pass away. And take heed to your selves,
lest at any time your hearts be over charged with 
sur feit ing, and drunk en ness, and cares of this
life, and so that day come upon you unawares.
For as a snare shall it come on all them that
dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye
there fore, and pray always, that ye may be
accounted wor thy to escape all these things that 
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son 
of man” (Luke 21:31-36).
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Tsu na mis, Hur ri canes, Shak ings

Biblical Earthquakes: 
What Do They Mean?
And great earth quakes shall be in divers places, and fam ines, and pestilences; and fear ful
sights and great signs shall there be from heaven.—Luke 21:11

Adam Kopczyk

N
u mer ous earth quakes have been ex pe -
ri enced in dif fer ent parts of the world
in re cent times. Prior to De cem ber

26, 2004, few knew what a tsu nami was. Now
a tsu nami that shook the world is known world -
wide. Tsu nami (tsoo-na-mee) is a Jap a nese
word: tsu means har bor and nami means wave. 
The wave can range from hun dred-foot-high
break ers close to shore mov ing at speeds of
twenty miles per hour to barely no tice able rip -
ples in the deep ocean trav el ing at speeds as
high as 620-mph (faster than a pas sen ger jet)
mov ing away from the sud den move ment of the 
ocean floor. Earth quakes, land slides on the sea 
floor, vol ca nic erup tions, or me te or ite im pacts,
form them. Large earth quakes on the sea floor
cause most tsu na mis; huge slabs of rock on the
earth’s crust are forced to move past each other
sud denly, caus ing the over ly ing wa ter to move.

On the morn ing of Decem ber 26, 2004, a
mag ni tude 9.0+ earth quake struck 155 miles
south west of Ache Prov ince, Indo ne sia. This
is at the edge of the ring of fire, an earth quake
belt that accounts for 81% of the world’s larg -
est earth quakes. The earth quake was only
twenty miles below the sur face; it deformed the
ocean floor, push ing the over ly ing water into a
mas sive tsu nami wave. The rup ture was 750
miles long from West ern Suma tra to the Nico -
bar Islands in the Bay of Ben gal. There was a
thirty-to-sixty-foot hor i zon tal motion and some
ver ti cal move ment. 

The earth quake itself lasted approx i mately
ten min utes, a surprise since major earth quakes 
usu ally last no more than a few sec onds. It gen -
er ated a tsu nami that ranks among the dead li -
est disas ters in mod ern his tory. TV showed
vivid images of the surg ing waves with debris
float ing in a wave surge that swept away cars,

buses, and even trains. It over turned huge
ships in the har bors and some large ocean ves -
sels were swept a mile inland. 

It caused our planet to wob ble on its axis
one inch and short ened the day by three-mil -
lionths of a sec ond. Its power was said to be the 
equiv a lent to 23,000 Hiro shima atomic bombs,
a num ber cal cu lated accord ing to the pres sure
required to dis place the bil lions of tons of
water. Smaller islands south west of Suma tra
moved 66 feet. The north ern tip of Suma tra
moved 118 feet south west. The earth quake
had a huge im pact on the topog ra phy of the
sea bed. A newly formed oce anic trench sev eral
miles wide was found in the earth quake zone.

The tsu nami dev as tated nearby areas. The
wave was up to a hun dred feet high and killed
over three hun dred thou sand peo ple. The U.N. 
esti mates that it dis placed one mil lion peo ple
and deprived five mil lion of basic ser vices.

The wave itself trav eled around the globe
and was mea sured in the Pacific and many
other parts of the world. It also trig gered earth -
quakes else where as far away as Alaska. The
result ing tsu nami dev as tated the shores of In -
do ne sia, Sri Lanka, South India, Thai land
and other coun tries. Some eigh teen coun tries
around the Indian Ocean sus tained dam age. It 
caused seri ous dam age and deaths as far as the 
east coast of Africa, five thou sand miles away
from the epi cen ter.

For the sur vi vors of the catas tro phe, an im -
mense chal lenge lies ahead. Fam i lies are frac -
tured and loved ones are miss ing or dead.
Live li hoods have been lost and local econ o mies 
are dev as tated. Much of the infra struc ture has
been swept away. In some areas no houses
remain, not a road, not a bridge, or a water
well. In the worst nat u ral disas ter in mod ern
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times the world com mu nity has rushed to help
trau ma tized vic tims recover from the wreck age. 
Vil lages on the west coast of Indo ne sia were
totally lev eled. All veg e ta tion has been wiped
out. Roads are under water and bridges look
like a giant hand has picked them up and
tossed them hun dreds of yards away. In many
cases the sea wa ter reached three miles inland
destroy ing hun dreds of thou sands of square
miles of farm land.

Since 1900 the only earth quakes recorded
with a greater mag ni tude were the 1960 Great
Chil ean Earth quake (mag ni tude 9.5), 1964
Prince Wil liam Sound (9.2), and the March
1957 Andreanof Island (9.1). Each of these
mega-earth quakes also spawned tsu na mis in the
Pacific Ocean, but the death toll was sig nif i -
cantly lower because of lower pop u la tion den si -
ties. 

What Does the Bi ble Say about
 Earthquakes?

At our Lord’s first advent, the dis ci ples came
to Jesus at the tem ple in Jeru sa lem with this
ques tion: “Tell us, when will these things be,
and what will be the sign of Your com ing, and 
of the end of the age?” (Mat thew 24:3, NAS).
Jesus’ answer is most enlight en ing: “Nation
will rise against nation, and king dom against
king dom, and in var i ous places there will be
fam ines and earth quakes” (Mat thew 24:7,
NAS).

In a few words Jesus described the his tory
of the Gos pel age, with lit eral fam ines, pesti -
lences, and earth quakes reveal ing the imper fect 
cli ma tic con di tions of this “pres ent evil world.”
God has allowed these imper fect con di tions to
exist for the express pur pose of impress ing
upon man kind the unfruit ful results of dis obe -
di ence by our first par ents.

God said to Adam when he dis obeyed in
Eden, “Cursed is the ground because of you”
(Gen e sis 3:17, NAS). Fam ines, pestilences,
and earth quakes are part of the curse upon
the human fam ily. God fore saw that the death
pen alty inflicted in this man ner would fur nish
man, through expe ri ences, a les son of the ex -
ceed ing sin ful ness of sin, a les son that would
never have to be repeated. The les sons will
profit every one through out eter nity. 

God gave a prom ise that even tu ally the
son of a woman should pro vide deliv er ance

for man kind. The apos tle Paul tells us about
God’s method to recover man from the orig i nal 
sen tence of death which came through Adam’s
fall. Here is what he says about this Divine
Plan of the Ages by which God would remain
just and unchange able in his atti tude toward
sin and sin ners, and yet grant favor to the will -
ing: “Being jus ti fied freely by his grace through 
the redemp tion that is in Christ Jesus; whom
God hath set forth to be a pro pi ti a tion through
faith in his blood, to declare his righ teous ness
for the remis sion of sins that are past, through
the for bear ance of God; to declare, I say, at
this time his righ teous ness: that he might be
just, and the justifier of him which believ eth in
Jesus” (Romans 3:24-26).

Earth quakes and Tem pests 
in the New Tes ta ment

The word earth quake in the New Tes ta ment
comes from the Greek word seismos, Strong’s
#4578, and means “a com mo tion (of the air) 
a gale; (of the ground) an earth quake.” On
one occa sion this Greek word is NOT trans -
lated earth quake: “Behold, there arose a
great tem pest in the sea, inso much that the
ship was cov ered with the waves: but he was
asleep” (Mat thew 8:24). “Tem pest” is from
the Greek seismos. From a scrip tural stand -
point, cyclones, hur ri canes, and tor na does in
recent years are con sid ered the same as earth -
quakes.

Another scrip tural ref er ence to an earth -
quake is found at the time of our Lord’s cru ci -
fix ion: “And behold, the veil of the tem ple was
torn in two from top to bot tom; and the earth
shook and the rocks were split. … Now the
cen tu rion, and those who were with him keep -
ing guard over Jesus, when they saw the earth -
quake and the things that were hap pen ing,
became very fright ened and said, Truly this
was the Son of God!” (Mat thew 27:51,54,
NASB).

Undoubt edly this earth quake was God’s
rev e la tion to Israel and to the Roman occu pi ers 
of Jeru sa lem of his great dis plea sure at their
ter ri ble act of cru ci fy ing Jesus. It was as though
God was say ing that hence forth, their tem ple
ser vices were fin ished. The veil in the tem ple
was rent from top to bot tom. God’s pres ence
with Israel would no lon ger be man i fested in
the tem ple. Jesus pointed for ward to this time
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when he answered the woman of Samaria who
said: “Our fathers wor shipped in this moun -
tain; and ye say, that in Jeru sa lem is the place
where men ought to wor ship. Jesus saith unto
her, Wo man, believe me, the hour com eth,
when ye shall nei ther in this moun tain, nor yet
at Jeru sa lem, wor ship the Father. Ye wor ship
ye know not what: we know what we wor ship:
for sal va tion is of the Jews. But the hour com -
eth, and now is, when the true wor ship pers
shall wor ship the Father in spirit and in truth:
for the Father seeketh such to wor ship him.”
(John 4:20-23).

On the morn ing of Christ’s res ur rec tion
God also used an earth quake: “And behold,
a severe earth quake had occurred, for an
angel of the Lord descended from heaven and
came and rolled away the stone and sat upon
it” (Mat thew 28:2, NAS). This fur ther con vul -
sion of nature, together with the appear ance of
God’s angel, struck ter ror in the hearts of those 
charged with secur ing the tomb, but it also her -
alded the res ur rec tion morn ing and brought joy 
to the dis ci ples who came to the tomb. 

Here is what hap pened when the dis ci ples
were all together on the Day of Pen te cost:
“And when they had prayed, the place was
shaken where they were assem bled together;
and they were all filled with the [holy spirit],
and they spake the word of God with bold -
ness” (Acts 4:31). This was an evi dence of
God’s pres ence to bless the dis ci ples, and give
them cour age “to speak the word with bold -
ness.”

An earth quake was used for a quite dif fer -
ent pur pose when Paul and Silas were in
prison: “But about mid night Paul and Silas
were pray ing and sing ing hymns of praise to
God, and the pris on ers were lis ten ing to them;
and sud denly there came a great earth quake,
so that the foun da tions of the prison-house
were shaken; and imme di ately all the doors
were opened, and every one’s chains were un -
fas tened” (Acts 16:25,26, NAS). In addi tion
to free ing these two men of God who had been

unjustly cast into prison, the jailor and his
house were con verted when he real ized God
was speak ing to him through that amaz ing act
of nature. Truly, God works in mys te ri ous ways.

Because of Christ’s redemp tive work, all
may escape death by accept ing the con di tions
of life. All mem bers of the human race, shar ers
in the death pen alty, will be released from the
tomb, brought to a knowl edge of Christ and his 
ran som work, and their oppor tu nity to repent
and receive full res ti tu tion to divine favor (Acts 
24:15; 1 Corin thi ans 15:21,22).

Adam’s death pen alty has been cancelled
by Christ’s ran som. No lon ger should death
be regarded as final but as a sleep (Mat thew
9:24; John 11:11-14; 1 Thessalonians 4:14;
5:10) from which all will be awak ened and
given a full oppor tu nity to live for ever. How -
ever, all who fail to repent and accept the king -
dom con di tions will per ish (Acts 3:23; Psalm
37:8-11). Sec ond death will apply to any who
refuse God’s favor of rec on cil i a tion and life
(Rev e la tion 20:14,15).

God’s judg ments were man i fested through
the con vul sions of nature at Christ’s first ad -
vent, and in the days of the apos tles. But today
the earth quakes occur ring through out the world
are not direct judg ments of God; they are
an evi dence of the imper fect con di tion of the
earth. 

Earth quakes can well remind us of the great
judg ments of God that are yet to come when
“this pres ent evil world” will pass away so that
there can be a “new heav ens and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righ teous ness” (2 Peter 3:13). 

“Where fore we receiv ing a king dom which
can not be moved, let us have grace, whereby
we may serve God accept ably with rev er ence
and godly fear” (Hebrews 12:28). This prin -
ci ple will be dem on strated in a marked way in
the clos ing days of this “pres ent evil world” or
dis pen sa tion, in which “earth quakes” will play
an impor tant role in the Lord’s plan to bring
eter nal peace and hap pi ness to the world of
man kind.
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The Third World

The Heathen Rage
Why are the nations in an uproar, and the peo ples devis ing a vain thing?—Psalm 2:1, NAS

Len Griehs

World pop u la tion has al most tri pled
since 1950, grow ing from 2.5 bil -
lion to about 6.5 bil lion to day.

Even if the slow down in growth that be gan in
1990 con tin ues, world pop u la tion will ex ceed
nine bil lion peo ple by 2050.

A study by McKinsey Con sul tants sug gests
that over the next twenty years, 94 per cent of
that growth in pop u la tion will occur in coun -
tries with emerg ing eco nomic mar kets. Coun -
tries with advanced econ o mies will account for
only about one per cent of the increase in pop u -
la tion.

Among the larg est of these emerg ing mar -
kets are China and India. With a com bined
pop u la tion of 2.4 bil lion peo ple, they account
for almost forty per cent of the world’s pop u la -
tion. More peo ple live in China than in Latin
Amer ica and sub-Saha ran Africa com bined.
Add ing those who live in east and south Asian 
devel op ing coun tries, we can account for over
half of human ity. If these demo graphic pro jec -
tions are cor rect, India will have more peo ple
than China within the next thirty years. Cer -
tainly Asia will become the world’s demo gra -
phic power, if not the world’s eco nomic power. 

At the 2005 World Eco nomic Forum in
Davos, Swit zer land, for mer U.S. trea sury sec -
re tary Larry Sum mers argued that our world is 
in the midst of a trans for ma tion as pro found as
the Renais sance and the Indus trial Rev o lu tion. 
He said that today’s trans for ma tion is being
driven by tech no log i cal change in com mu ni ca -
tions as well as the entry of bil lions of Asians
into the world econ omy. 

Com mu ni ca tion tech nol o gies have always
played a key role in human his tory. Con sider
the impact of writ ing, print ing, the tele graph,
tele phone, radio, and tele vi sion. Today the In -
ternet is reduc ing the mar ginal cost of col lect -

ing, stor ing, access ing, and trans mit ting infor -
ma tion to almost zero. More than one bil lion
peo ple have access to the Internet and more
than one and a half bil lion can access infor ma -
tion through cell phones. 

This accel er a tion in the speed of com mu ni -
ca tion accom pa nied by the decline in the cost
of trans port ing infor ma tion around the globe
has resulted in a four-fold increase in the num -
ber of work ers avail able to the world econ omy.
The untapped poten tial is even big ger than
any thing that has hap pened to date. We are
glob al iz ing the econ omy as we enter the Infor -
ma tion Age.

The End of the In dus trial Age

The Indus trial Age began in the 1700s in
Eng land with the inven tion of the steam
engine. Within two hun dred years Eng land’s
workforce com mit ted to agri cul ture had
dropped from 75% to less than 10%. By the
1920s, man u fac tur ing had replaced agri cul -
ture as the world’s lead ing indus try.1 Before
World War I, cross-bor der trade and invest -
ment as a share of eco nomic out put reached
an all-time high—even higher than today.
Brit ish East India, the first cor po ra tion, was
formed at that time to pro mote inter na tional
trade. Argu ably the two World Wars were
merely dis rup tions in the world’s trans for ma -
tion to glob al iza tion that began with the In -
dus trial Revolution.

By 1950 75% of the avail able labor pool
was engaged in some type of man u fac tur ing.
Then with the advent of the tech nol ogy indus -
try the impor tance of man u fac tur ing began to
decline. Within ten years, only 50% of the
world’s labor pool was engaged in man u fac tur -
ing. By 2000 this had declined to 16%.2
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Data regard ing spend ing on cap i tal equip -
ment, published by Global Insight, an or -
ganization that col lects infor ma tion from 120
indus tries in over two hun dred coun tries,
shows this decline in the impor tance of man u -
fac tur ing. Begin ning in 1991, the annual
global spend ing on com put ing and com mu ni -
ca tions exceeded spend ing on all other cap i tal
equip ment. 

Thomas Fried man, in The World is Flat, A
Brief His tory of the Twenty-first Cen tury, sug -
gests a three-stage trans for ma tion that occurs
dur ing glob al iza tion. The first stage occurs
as coun tries develop and con trol ser vices and
infor ma tion; the sec ond stage is a shift from
coun try-based to com pany-based con trol; the
third stage is a shift from com pany-based to
con nec tions/peo ple-based con trol. At the third
stage nation states are irrel e vant in the con duct
of com merce or the accumulation of wealth. 

With the rise of the Internet and tech nol ogy, 
dis tance is no lon ger a bar rier to par tic i pa tion
in the pur suit of eco nomic wealth. This has
resulted in an Infor ma tion Rev o lu tion akin to
the Indus trial Rev o lu tion. It has trans formed
exter nal and inter nal busi ness rela tion ships. It
is driven by tech nol ogy rather than trans por ta -
tion, and has accom pa nied, if not caused, a
decline in social ism around the world as peo ple 
rush to par tic i pate. No better exam ple exists
today than that of China and India, two coun -
tries with emerging population growth.

It has taken almost one hun dred years to
restore the cross-bor der trad ing and invest ment 
as a share of eco nomic out put to the same lev els 
as in 1905. With the fun da men tal forces in
oper a tion, the only thing that could slow or
reverse it is another World War.

“Chindia”

Today China is the sec ond larg est and India
is the fourth larg est econ omy in terms of pur -
chas ing power. The Chi nese econ omy is grow -
ing and expand ing its ties with the rest of
Asia. While devel op ment is par tic u larly strong 
along the coast, pov erty remains through out
the inte rior regions. This has caused insta bil ity 
in China’s social sys tem and could result in
major polit i cal change. China remains a

reform ing com mu nist coun try with lit tle regard 
for World Trade Organization rules.

Man u fac tur ing has been rap idly mov ing to
China, result ing in a great neg a tive impact on
other coun tries such as the United States.
Man u fac tur ing in China is low-cost, high-qual -
ity, and reli able. Chi nese com pa nies are be -
com ing increas ingly sophis ti cated and build ing 
global brands.

India is quickly clos ing the gap between
itself and China. The value of its goods and
ser vices (gross domes tic prod uct) is about
$630 bil lion. Ser vices account for one-half of
India’s eco nomic activ ity with the other half
equally split between agri cul ture and man u fac -
tur ing. India’s real growth in GDP was the
high est in the world in 2003, and remains
among the fast est grow ing econ o mies in the
world.

As in China, a wealthy class is emerg ing in
India. This upper class is esti mated at about
50 mil lion; a mid dle class is esti mated at 250
mil lion; a poor class is esti mated at 400 mil lion 
and a class in severe pov erty of some 350 mil -
lion. Unlike China, India is a democ racy with
a free press, a strong and inde pend ent judi -
ciary, and an advanced edu ca tional system.

India is becom ing the high-qual ity “back
office” of the world, with more CMM level 5
cer tif i ca tions than any other coun try.1

The types of work being outsourced to India 
include soft ware ser vices, cus tomer rela tions,
finance and account ing ser vices, med i cal tour -
ism, engi neer ing and design, and research.
U.S. com pa nies have no dif fi culty ser vic ing
cus tom ers 24 hours a day using Indian com pa -
nies.

In both India and China these four forces—
pop u la tion shifts, tech nol ogy, glob al iza tion,
and outsourcing—are transformational. They
are mak ing these emerg ing nations into world
pow ers as noth ing has done before. The result
is a change in the reli gious, social, and eco -
nomic world for the remain der of this Gospel
age.

Fail ure of Chris tian ity in China and In dia

End-time proph ecy speaks of God gath er ing
the nations to pour out the “fire” of his indig -
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lev els. Of some sev enty com pa nies world wide that have pub licly acknowl edged reach ing the high est rat ing
of Level 5, about fifty are in India, accord ing to the SEI and Gart ner Inc.



na tion. Of course that “fire” need not be lit -
eral. God will give every one, includ ing those
who have not known him, the pure lan guage
of his truth: “There fore wait ye upon me, saith 
the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the
prey: for my deter mi na tion is to gather the
nations, that I may assem ble the king doms, to
pour upon them mine indig na tion, even all my 
fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured 
with the fire of my jeal ousy. For then will I
turn to the peo ple [who felt his wrath] a pure
lan guage, that they may all call upon the name 
of the LORD, to serve him with one con sent
[shoul der to shoul der]” (Zephaniah 3:8,9). 

When nine teenth-cen tury mis sion ar ies from
Chris tian nations were sent to China, raid ers
used both Prot es tant ism and Cathol i cism to
aggres sively strip the coun try of its resources,
and most Chris tian churches went under -
ground. When Com mu nism took hold and
The Peo ple’s Repub lic of China emerged,
Chris tian churches became even more reclu -
sive. The result was a poor show ing for Chris -
tian ity; there are only thirty mil lion Chris tians
(3% of the pop u la tion) in China today.

Chris tian ity entered India at about the same 
time as it did in Europe. Tra di tion says the
apos tle Thomas preached in India, but there is 
lit tle evi dence to sup port that con ten tion. Most
con verts heard the mes sage from mis sion ar ies
who arrived dur ing the fif teenth cen tury Euro -
pean com mer cial explorations. 

The Por tu guese were the ear li est explor ers
to arrive. Vasco da Gama com manded the first 
ven ture, cir cling Africa and arriv ing in 1498.
Pope Alex an der VI, the sec u lar pope of the
Renais sance, had encour aged Por tu guese ex -
plor ers. Alex an der was anx ious to restore cred -
i bil ity to the church after the Mid dle Ages and
ordered explor ers to forc ibly bap tize con verts
wher ever they went. As a result, da Gama and
oth ers fought wars against the local Indian rul -
ers, and forced Roman Cathol i cism on Syr ian
Chris tians who had been worshiping God for
centuries. 

Dur ing the tran si tion of India to Brit ish
power begin ning in 1600, mis sion ar ies were
not allowed to enter until some two hun dred
years after Brit ish rule began. These mis sion -
ar ies did not force con ver sion and only a small
minor ity of the pop u la tion was con verted. The
result is that India has only 30 mil lion Chris -
tians (2½% of its pop u la tion) spread through -

out Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Goa, Manipur, and
Mizoram, with a large com mu nity in Mumbai.
When rul ing par ties changed in 2004, more
tol er ance was granted to minor ity reli gions such
as Chris tian ity, but the U.S. State Depart -
ment’s Annual Report on Inter na tional Reli -
gious Free dom still cites much reli gious intol -
er ance there, includ ing fre quent attacks on
Chris tian minor i ties.

As in the past changes are likely to occur in
world pol i tics as eco nomic power shifts from
the “Chris tian” west to non-Chris tian nations.
The coun tries wield ing demo graphic power
and dom i nat ing the global econ omy will not be
driven by even the appear ance of Chris tian val -
ues. Per haps the big gest change will occur in
the small nation of Israel. Today Israel is sup -
ported by evan gel i cal Chris tians from west ern
nations who wield a dom i nant role in world
pol i tics. Soon power will shift to the east. The
influ ence of Israel’s cur rent sup port ers will
wane and be super seded by those with lit tle
regard for either Christ or Judaism. 

Ja cob’s Trou ble

“Son of man, set thy face toward Gog, of the
land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech
and Tubal, and proph esy against him, and
say: Thus saith the Lord GOD: Behold, I am
against thee, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech
and Tubal; and I will turn thee about, and
put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee
forth, and all thine army, horses and horse -
men, all of them clothed most gor geously, a
great com pany with buck ler and shield, all
of them han dling swords: Per sia, Cush, and
Put with them, all of them with shield and hel -
met; Gomer, and all his bands; the house of
Togarmah in the utter most parts of the north,
and all his bands; even many peo ples with
thee.”—Ezekiel 38:2-6, Jewish Pub li ca tion
Soci ety (1917 trans la tion).

No scrip tural pas sage describ ing the last
great bat tle pre ced ing the estab lish ment of
God’s king dom on earth is as descrip tive and
infor ma tive as that found in Ezekiel 38 and
39. Here, the final over throw of earth’s cur rent 
order is pic tured in the inva sion of a restored
holy nation by Gog (of/and) Magog.

Writ ten in about 600 B.C., these two chap -
ters detail the his toric inva sion of the Mid dle
East by the Scythians from the north dur ing
the reign of Josiah. Ezekiel com pares it to the
bat tle that will be fought against Israel at the
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end of this pres ent evil age. The dif fi culty is
that many of the nations con tained in his
record no lon ger exist. With out attempt ing to
iden tify all these nations, one impor tant fact
stands out: None of the invad ers Ezekiel
names are plagu ing Israel today. Many of them 
were those far thest from Israel in Ezekiel’s day. 
Pro phet i cally this sug gests that the ful fill ment
will come after the cur rent issue of land rights
has been set tled and Israel is no lon ger war ring 
with its Arab neigh bors. The bat tle is waged
by the world out side the Mid dle East com ing
against a fairly peace ful and holy na tion re -
stored under the head ship of God.

Gog and Magog 

“Son of man, set thy face toward Gog, of the
land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech
and Tubal.” Some trans la tions ren der “chief” 
in verse 2 as the proper name “Rosh …
prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal.” Sup -
port ers of this trans la tion thus con nect it with
Rus sia. A pop u lar evan gel i cal idea sug gests
Rus sian lead ers direct ing forces from the
United Nations against Israel. Newer trans la -
tions, includ ing the Jew ish Tanakh, ren der the 
Hebrew as “chief prince” because the term
ROSH appears 456 times within the Old
Tes ta ment and never as a proper noun.
Exam ple: the “first” or “chief” day of the Jew -
ish cal en dar is called ROSH HASHANAH.

So is iden ti fy ing Gog and Magog with
 Russia incor rect? Per haps not. But per haps it
should include China as well. Mod ern Rus sia
began in the ninth cen tury with the entry of the
Rus, a tribe of Vikings, into what is now north -
west ern Rus sia. Accord ing to the medi eval
Pri mary Rus sian Chron i cle, a cer tain Viking
prince named Rurik was hired by the Slavs to
bring order to their coun try. By the tenth cen -
tury the group had devel oped a flour ish ing
state known as Rus. This area included parts
of mod ern Rus sia, Ukraine, and Belarus. Of
course no such nation existed at the time
Ezekiel wrote his proph ecy. 

One of the ear li est ref er ences to Magog is
found in the writ ings of Hesiod, “the father of
Greek didac tic poetry.” He iden ti fied Magog
as the Scythians in south ern Rus sia dur ing the
sev enth cen tury B.C. Hesiod was a con tem po -
rary of Ezekiel.

Some two hun dred years later, Herodotus
of Harlicarnassus, known as the “Father of
His tory,” wrote exten sively about the Scyth -
ians. He described their reign of ter ror in

south ern Rus sia from the tenth to the third cen -
tury B.C. 

Another well-known source is Josephus Fla -
vius, who records that the Magogians were
called “Scythians” by the Greeks. “Magog
founded the Magogians, thus named after him, 
but who were by the Greeks called Scythians.
But even the Scythians, who delight in mur der -
ing peo ple and are lit tle better than wild beasts, 
nev er the less think it their duty to uphold their
national cus toms.” (Josephus, Antiq ui ties 1:6:2).

The Great Wall of China, in an eighth cen -
tury ref er ence, was called Sud Yagog et Magog
(The Ram part of Gog and Magog). Marco
Polo, Vene tian trav eler to the Ori ent in the
thir teenth cen tury A.D., seemed to hold to the
idea that the Mon go lian peo ple were part of
Magog. He fur ther listed the names of “Gog
and Magog” as “Ung and Mungu” in China
(Polo Trav els:87)

The term Mon gol may be derived from the
term Magog. In India, for exam ple, Mon gol
becomes Moghul and a large part of China
was known as Mangi when the Euro pe ans first 
vis ited it. The word Mon go lian is one that is
fre quently used to denote the whole pop u la tion 
of inner and north ern Asia.

How does this fit with Ezekiel’s proph ecy?
The land and peo ple today occu py ing “the
land of Magog” are likely those who migrated
via south ern Rus sia to Mon go lia, Inner Mon -
go lia, cen tral and some of north ern and south -
ern China. Today these are the Chi nese peo -
ple. 

An Eco nomic Bat tle

Ezekiel 38:10-13 (CEV) states why Gog and
Magog have an inter est in the regathered
nation of Israel: “When that day comes, I
know that you will have an evil plan to take
advan tage of Israel, that weak and peace ful
coun try where peo ple live safely inside towns
that have no walls or gates or locks. You will
rob the peo ple in towns that were once a pile
of rub ble. These peo ple lived as pris on ers
in for eign nations, but they have returned to
Israel, the most impor tant place in the world,
and they own live stock and prop erty. The
peo ple of Sheba and Dedan, along with mer -
chants from vil lages in south ern Spain, will be
your allies. They will want some of the sil ver
and gold, as well as the live stock and prop erty
that your army takes from Israel.”

In Ezekiel’s day, sil ver, gold, live stock, and
prop erty rep re sented mul ti ple sources of eco -
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nomic wealth. The Hebrew can mean any thing 
that is acquired or achieved, either phys i cal or
intel lec tual. 

Alvin Toffler has been one of the world’s
most influ en tial futur ists since the pub li ca tion
of his 1970 land mark book Future Shock. He
antic i pated, long in advance, today’s com puter
rev o lu tion, as well as cyber-war fare, clon ing,
the frag men ta tion of the fam ily, cable tele vi -
sion, sat el lites, cus tom ized prod ucts, the speed-
up of daily life, niche mar kets and the rise of
the “knowl edge econ omy.” Mil i tary strat e gists
from Wash ing ton and Paris to Beijing and
Mos cow have stud ied his and his wife’s recent
book, War and Anti-War. Some of the ideas
expressed in the book are worth con sid er ing
when dis cuss ing how things may tran spire as
Ezekiel’s proph ecy begins to be ful filled.

“Can the world make a peace ful tran si tion
into what we’ve called a ‘Third Wave civ i -
li za tion’—a knowl edge-based econ omy
and so ci ety? Un for tu nately, the world can -
not un dergo so pro found and ac cel er ated a 
trans for ma tion with out con flict. … If you
have n’t fac tored con flict into your fore cast,
it’s likely to be wrong. Con flict, of course,
does n’t have to be vi o lent. It may just take
the form of cor po rate pol i tics. … It may be 
so cial, re li gious, or cul tural con flict in a
com mu nity or coun try. But what ever form
it takes, no sig nif i cant change can oc cur
with out it. When you add the speed of
change we’re now ex pe ri enc ing to all the
changes in tech nol ogy, eco nom ics, fam ily
life, de mog ra phy, ecol ogy—and you put
all these to gether, you have a rec ipe for
con flict—and es ca la tion. When the in dus -
trial rev o lu tion be gan in Eng land it trig -
gered fifty years of po lit i cal con flict with
the ‘landed gen try,’ the agrar ian elite  trying
to main tain its eco nomic and po lit i cal
power against a ris ing group of com mer cial 
and in dus trial in ter ests.”
    —“Look ing at the Fu ture with Alvin
_____Toffler,” a se ries of four col umns in

USAToday.com, Feb ru ary 2000.

Could it be that Israel gains some pro pri -
etary and envied tech no log i cal or intel lec tual
advan tage that the then well-estab lished pow -
er houses in Asia find attrac tive and that this
trig gers a war? Eco nomic pres sures are used
today through out the world to bring nations to
their knees and force them to con form to
desired rules and reg u la tions. Per haps this is

the key to under stand ing how Israel might
become iso lated. In his 1942 (revised 1968)
expo si tion, Jacob’s Trou ble, the late A. O.
Hud son described a sce nario that seems an
eerie pre dic tor of today’s envi ron ment:

“Most wars of con quest in his tory were
waged with an eco nomic mo tive, to gain
pos ses sion of nat u ral ad van tages or sources 
of raw ma te ri als or the con trol of trade
routes. … The great com mer cial pow ers of 
the world, trained to think only of ac qui si -
tion and profit, but nec es sar ily hav ing to
con sider ef fects upon the hu man pop u la -
tions in volved, who are both their cus tom -
ers and their sources of la bour, have other
weap ons in their ar moury which are em -
ployed to the full be fore re source is had to
na ked force. Terms such as eco nomic
sanc tions, with hold ing of credit, tar iff bar -
ri ers, cold war, had no mean ing to the
Scythian ma raud ers of Ezek iel’s time but
they do have a mean ing to day. Per haps
the first sign that Gog’s army, drawn from
all the world, has be gun its march to the
place where it is to meet its end might well
be the launch ing of a planned and un prec -
e dented eco nomic ag gres sion aimed at cut -
ting off the Ser vant Na tion’s links with the
re main der of the world and forc ing it to
agree to its en e mies’ terms. A stran gle hold 
upon the trade and pro duc tion of the Holy 
Land might be tight ened over, per haps, a
pe riod of years.”

It is sig nif i cant that the list of ene mies of
Israel appear ing in Ezekiel 38 con tains none of 
the Semitic race. By com par ing them to the
Table of Nations listed in Gen e sis 10, one can 
see that the nations of Ezekiel 38 that descend
from the North orig i nate from Japheth and
those from the South are from Ham. Could
China and India be part of Gog and Magog?
The peo ples of both coun tries trace their ances -
try to Japheth. Both are ris ing pow ers that will
soon dom i nate world eco nom ics. It could well
be that Rus sia and mod ern China will emerge
from the land of Magog and lead the nations
against Israel in Ezekiel’s final bat tle.

If so, the cur rent rise of the east ern coun tries 
is surely evi dence that God’s plan is swiftly
mov ing ahead. We can be assured from the
proph ecy that God will bring these spoil ing
nations to their knees: “He gath ered them
together in a place called in the Hebrew tongue 
Arma ged don.”
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On the Other Hand

Magog Is Not China

M
agog means the “re gion of Gog” (the king); the name Gog (or

Saka in east ern lan guages) means “lifted up” (like the He brew

gag mean ing roof). The peo ple are called Massagetae by many,

mean ing Ma-Saka-Ta, “the re gion of the Saka hordes” (e.g., see

Gesenius’ lex i con). Lamsa, from the Ar a maic, trans lates Magog as Mon -

gol. The eth nic group in cludes the Great Rus sian, Samo yed (north ern

Rus sia), Uzbeki, Kazakh, Mon gol, Ko rean, Yakut (they call them selves

Sakha), Es kimo and Aleut. Gen e sis 10 de rives them from Japheth. When

the Saka tribe en gaged in for eign con quests, they left their own re gion

(Ma-); so they were called sim ply Saka Ta (Scythian in the West, Sogdian 

in the East).

Elam, mean ing “most dis tant” (in space or time; like Hebrew olam), is

the first born of Shem, and the most numer ous of Semitic peo ples—there -

fore the Chi nese. The Chi nese built a wall to keep Magog out. Hence, the

Chi nese are no part of Magog and are not spe cif i cally men tioned by

Ezekiel 38 (though Ezekiel 32:24 links Elam with Egypt, Meshech and

Tubal, Edom, and Sidon), and evi dently will play no great role near Israel.

India was invaded by Cau ca sians of the Medes (Madai) and then of

Magog, push ing the Dravidians (from Cush) to the south. India, like

China, has lit tle his tory of dis tant wars so it is also ques tion able whether

India will have great involve ment in the events of Ezekiel 38 and 39. Could 

the rise of China and India be what causes Gog to invade else where?

Sheba and Dedan are descended from both Cush and Abra ham (Gen e -

sis 10:7; 25:1-3)—likely the Ara bi ans. Men tioned first in Ezekiel 38:13,

they are likely to be then at the head of the West ern bloc of nations.

Tarshish and its young lions rep re sent wes tern most Europe and its for mer

col o nies. In that they pro test, “Art thou come …” (rather than “Art thou

gone …”), this West ern bloc likely has already a prior involve ment with

Israel and its imme di ate neigh bors.
—James Par kin son



One Hun dred Years Ago

The Jew! The Jew! The Jew!
Re prints, pp. 3854, 3855 (Sep tem ber 15, 1906)

Spir i tual Is ra el ites, who rec og nize that
ac cord ing to the Word of God nat u ral
Is rael is yet to play an im por tant part

in the world’s af fairs, nat u rally watch keenly
 everything tran spir ing through out the world
 affecting the Jews. Not ing that the fa vor to
Spir i tual Is rael meant the dis fa vor of nat u ral Is -
rael, and that the com ple tion of Spir i tual Is rael 
would mean the re turn of nat u ral Is rael to di -
vine fa vor (Romans 11:25-32), we more than
oth ers were pre pared to look for and to ap ply
the pro phetic prom ises which be long to fleshly
Is rael. Thus it was that thirty years ago we
were preach ing the regathering of nat u ral Is -
rael to Pal es tine be fore A.D. 1914. Oth ers
mocked, and even or tho dox Jews as sured us
that they did not ex pect such things for sev eral
cen tu ries. Not for fif teen years af ter that did
Dr. Herzl and Dr. Nordau and oth ers dream
of and or ga nize the Zi on ist move ment for the
re oc cu pa tion of Pal es tine by the nat u ral de -
scen dants of Abra ham, who, the Apos tle says,
are still “be loved for the fa thers’ sakes.” 

Just as the per se cuted Jews of Rus sia were
begin ning to look for a place of ref uge, and
were debat ing col o nies in South Amer ica,
United States and else where, some going to
Pal es tine—the door to the Prom ised Land
was sud denly closed by the edict of the Sul tan
of Tur key in 1892. That very pro hi bi tion led
the Jews to look to the land of their fathers with
greater inten sity than ever, and the Zion ist
move ment took form and took hold of the
hearts of the Jews all the world over. The clos -
ing of the “door” led to the greater desire to
enter it, and a Zion ist fund was started, osten -
si bly to pur chase the land. But only the poor
Jews have faith in the prom ises of the Law and
the proph ets—the wealthy ones, gen er ally
unbe liev ers, refused their mil lions to the poorer 
Zion ists and loaned it instead to the per se cu -
tors of their race.

As years rolled on and the Zion ists became
more and more enthused, their plans were laid
before the Sul tan by Dr. Herzl, and it was said 
that all of their funds were prof fered for con ces -

sions in Pal es tine look ing toward the estab lish -
ing there of a Jew ish State, but to no avail—
Pal es tine remained closed. Then the Brit ish
Gov ern ment offered spe cially favor able terms
for a sub or di nate Jew ish State south of Pal es -
tine, in Africa, and this drew off the inter est of
some, but only the more whet ted the desire of
the oth ers for the Prom ised Land. Then came
the death of Dr. Herzl, their great leader, and
no one seemed to fill his place, and Zion ism
began to faint by the way. Now, sud denly,
with out the influ ence of a great leader, with out
the coöperation of the mil lion aire Jews, with out 
the expen di ture of one dol lar, the Sul tan has
lifted the embargo on Jew ish emi gra tion to Pal -
es tine as sud denly as he placed it, and with out
ado or expla na tion. To us who are watch ing,
this all reads, “Not by might, nor by power,
but by my Spirit [power, influ ence] saith the
Lord.” God is behind the move ment, and the
Jews will yet real ize this, and the meek among
them will rejoice therein and learn to lean less
upon the arm of flesh, and more upon the arm
of the Lord.

Mean time the Jews are charged … by the
Rus sian autoc racy with being largely respon si -
ble for much of the trou ble of that rev o lu tion-
shaken land. No doubt they will on this
account be more and more made the scape goat
of the sit u a tion—the Gov ern ment con niv ing at
their per se cu tion by the rev o lu tion ar ies. If this
per se cu tion has gone on even when Jew ish
bank ers loaned money to Rus sia, may it not
be expected to be inten si fied when these shall
refuse fur ther loans, as is now gen er ally antic i -
pated? The intel li gent oppo si tion of the Jews
to the pres ent reign of legal ized anar chy may
lead to a forc ible expul sion of the Jews as a
pop u lar rem edy.  …

A lit tle lon ger and the plan of God will be
com plete, and we shall know as we are known.
But, mean time, the “watch ers” will take com -
fort from the evi dence we have, that all these
and other mat ters of proph ecy are reach ing ful -
fill ment, and that on time.

34 The Her ald of Christ’s King dom
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PBI News
Our breth ren in Aus tra lia have pro duced fun ex -
er cises keyed to each of the ninety-three les sons
in the PBI-dis trib uted book Adam to Zion. These
worksheets plus the text of the book it self are in
Adobe Ac ro bat pdf files and may be printed on a
com puter. A CD ROM con tain ing the files will be
sent with out charge on re quest.

World News

 u  Re li gious
Church and cul ture an a lyst George Barna, founder
of The Barna Group, says mil lions of Chris tians are 
leav ing con ven tional churches to meet in homes.
Ac cord ing to the re searcher, about 50 mil lion Amer -
i can adults meet in home churches at least once a
month, and the num bers choos ing this op tion are on 
the in crease. Barna says home churches are a grow -
ing trend among Chris tians who want to “be” the
church, not just at tend church. 

—Agape Press, 6/16/2006

Pas sages from Saudi text books:
First grade: “Ev ery re li gion other than Is lam is

false.”
Fourth grade: “True be lief means … that you

hate the polytheists and in fi dels but do not
treat them un justly.”

Fifth grade: “It is for bid den for a Mus lim to be
a loyal friend to some one who does not be -
lieve in God and His prophet.”

Eighth grade: “The apes are the Jews, the peo -
ple of the Sab bath; while the swine are the
Chris tians, the in fi dels of the com mu nion of
Je sus.”

—Free dom House re port, May, 2006

Fifty women in Mo rocco have been of fi cially cer ti -
fied as re li gious teach ers, a first for the Mus lim
 nation.

—The Week, 6/2/2006

A tal ent war for fi nan cially lit er ate Is lamic schol ars 
has erupted as west ern in vest ment bank ers rush to
sell their ser vices to de vout Mus lims. At pres ent,
de vout Mus lims will only buy fi nan cial prod ucts if
a rec og nized Sharia scholar has is sued ap proval.
That is be cause many Mus lims con sider usury a
sin, and will only in vest in prod ucts struc tured to

avoid in ter est pay ments. How ever, there are very
few Is lamic schol ars who com mand enough re li -
gious re spect to is sue such ap prov als, called fatwas, 
and speak good enough Eng lish to read the nec es -
sary mar ket doc u men ta tion. That cou pled with the
fact that in vest ment bank ers are rush ing to ex pand
their busi ness in the Mid dle East amid an oil price
boom, has trig gered heated com pe ti tion for sharia
ad vice.

—Fi nan cial Times, 5/20/2006

The Chris tian pop u la tion in Ja pan has re mained at
around one per cent of the coun try’s pop u la tion
since 1549, when Je suit mis sion ary Fran cis Xa vier
ar rived, says a pro fes sor of the so ci ol ogy of re li -
gion at To kyo’s Ro man Cath o lic Sophia Uni ver -
sity. “But the young gen er a tion no lon ger has a
neg a tive im age of Chris tian ity, which was once
stig ma tized as he ret i cal or a re li gion of Ja pan’s en -
emy [dur ing the Sec ond World War], as many of
them are seek ing Chris tian-style wed dings,” said
Mark R. Mul lins, au thor of the book “Chris tian ity
Made in Ja pan” that has sold thou sands of cop ies in 
its Jap a nese version. 

—Ec u men i cal News In ter na tional, 6/22/2006

 B  So cial
War ren Buffett on Mon day signed over much of his 
$44 bil lion for tune to the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foun da tion, unit ing the world's two rich est peo ple
in a bid to fight dis ease, re duce pov erty and  im -
prove ed u ca tion. The roughly $30.7 bil lion do na -
tion dou bles the Gates Foun da tion's size to $60
 billion, five times larger than any other U.S. char i -
ta ble group and big ger than the gross do mes tic
product of Kuwait.

—Reuters, 6/26/2006

A ma jor ity of baby boom ers say they want to work
in re tire ment. A sur vey con ducted by Har ris In ter -
ac tive for Merrill Lynch found that 71 per cent of
adults hope to work in re tire ment. Earn ing money
is just one rea son, and it ranks third, the study
found. The two lead ing rea sons in clude re main ing
men tally and phys i cally ac tive and try ing new pro -
fes sions. Many em ploy ers aren’t ready for the shift
that could af fect thousands of their workers.

—As so ci ated Press, 5/22/2006
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Tens of thou sands of In do ne sians left home less by
an earth quake on Java had to wait days for food
and med i cine to ar rive. The run way at the re gion’s
air port was dam aged, so planes could n’t land there, 
and many of the roads from other air ports were im -
pass able. Hos pi tal beds were in short sup ply for
thou sands of the in jured. More than 5,000 peo ple
died in the 6.3 magnitude quake.

—The Week, 6/9/2006

The Three Gorges Dam on the Yang tze was in au -
gu rated in a pub lic cer e mony. The pro ject took 13
years to com plete. [It is] 2.3 km (7,575 ft) long and

185 me ters (607 ft)
high and is one of the
vastest en gi neer ing
works ever re al ized
anywhere  in  the
world. The gov ern -
ment claimed the dam 
cost around 22.5 bil -
lion dol lars, but many
for eign ex perts in the
sec tor say it is “un -
think able” that the

pro ject could have been com pleted with any thing
less than 40 bil lion. [It will pro duce] 84.7 bil lion
ki lo watt-hours per year.

—AsiaNews/Agen cies, 5/20/2006

An gola is in the midst of a gusher in oil rev e nue
with tank ers car ry ing away the 1.4 mil lion bar rels
of crude pumped here each day. The econ omy grew 
by 18 per cent last year. The gov ern ment racked up
a bud get sur plus of more than $2 bil lion. This year
it is ex pected to take in $16.8 bil lion in rev e nue,
well over twice the $7.5 bil lion it re ceived in 2004.
Econ o mists say the gov ern ment sim ply has more
money than it can spend. Yet it seems pow er less to
ad dress even the ba sic is sues of clean wa ter and
sew ers. Luanda’s slums are now the cen ter of one
of the worst chol era ep i dem ics to strike Af rica in
nearly a de cade, an out break that has sick ened
43,000 An go lans and killed more than 1,600 since
it be gan in Feb ru ary. “I have never seen any thing
like it,” said Da vid Weatherill, a wa ter and san i ta -
tion ex pert for Doc tors With out Bor ders, which is
lead ing the re sponse to the ep i demic. 

—New York Times, 6/16/2006

In the past three de cades, the num ber of na tions
that have abol ished the death pen alty has risen from 
16 to 86. Last year four coun tries ac counted for
nearly all ex e cu tions world wide: China, Iran, Saudi 
Ara bia and the United States.

—Newsweek, 6/26/2006

New Jer sey be came the first state to in sti tute a
state wide ste roid-test ing pol icy for high school ath -
letes. Then-Gov. Rich ard Codey or dered the test ing 
pro gram last De cem ber in re sponse to na tional sta -
tis tics show ing in creased ste roid use among high
schoolers. Ac cord ing to the fed eral Cen ters for Dis -
ease Con trol and Pre ven tion, about 6% of U.S. high 
school stu dents, or about 300,000, took ste roids in
2003 with out a doctor’s prescription.

—USA To day, 6/8/2006

In less than a de cade, an es ti mated four mil lion
peo ple have died, mostly of hun ger and dis ease
caused by the civil war in the Congo. It has been
the dead li est con flict since World War II, with
more than 1,000 peo ple still dy ing each day. Aid
agen cies in Bunia, the re gional cap i tal, have strug -
gled to work in the area. The mi li tias and ban dits
re main in the coun try side even if they have been
pushed from their hill top re doubts, and they prey
upon aid con voys for food, med i cine and money.

—New York Times, 6/23/2006

 G  Po lit i cal
Con struc tion has be gun on the Svalbard Global
Seed Vault, de signed to house as many as 3 mil lion 
of the world’s crop seeds. Prime min is ters of Nor -
way, Swe den, Den mark, Fin land and Ice land were
to at tend the cor ner stone cer e mony near the town
of Longyearbyen in Nor way’s re mote Svalbard
 Islands, roughly 620 miles from the North Pole.
Nor way’s Ag ri cul ture Min is ter Terje Riis-Johansen 
has called the vault a ‘’Noah’s Ark on Svalbard.’’
Its pur pose is to en sure the sur vival of crop di ver -
sity in the event of plant ep i dem ics, nu clear war,
nat u ral di sas ters or cli mate change, and to of fer the
world a chance to re start growth of food crops that
may have been wiped out. The seeds, pack aged in
foil, would be stored at such cold tem per a tures that
they could last hun dreds, even thou sands, of years,
ac cord ing to the in de pend ent Global Crop Di ver -
sity Trust.

—As so ci ated Press, 6/19/2006

Wa ter sup plies are de clin ing from San An to nio to
Aus tin, the Texas cap i tal, as a mush room ing pop u -
la tion and drought con di tions strain un der ground
res er voirs, threat en ing to stall the re gion’s growth.
San An to nio is the third-fast est-grow ing large city
in the U.S. ac cord ing to Cen sus Bu reau es ti mates.
Wa ter sys tems aren’t keep ing up with the new sub -
di vi sions, and wells used by some home own ers are
dry ing up. Cen tral Texas re ceived only two-thirds
of its usual rain fall last year and is run ning be hind
again this year.

—Bloomberg News, 6/19/2006
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An en vi ron men tal di sas ter is brew ing in the heart -
land of Iraq’s north ern Sunni-led in sur gency, where 
Iraqi of fi cials say that in a des per ate move to dis -
pose of mil lions of bar rels of an oil re fin ery by -
prod uct called “black oil,” the gov ern ment pumped
it into open moun tain val leys and leaky res er voirs
next to the Tigris River and set it on fire. The re -
sult ing huge black bogs are threat en ing the river
and the pre cious ground wa ter in the re gion, which
is dot ted with vil lages and criss crossed by itin er ant
sheep herd ers, but also con tains Iraq’s great north -
ern re fin ery com plex at Baiji. Ex actly how far
those pol lut ants will travel is un known, but the
Tigris passes through doz ens of pop u la tion cen ters
from Bagh dad to Basra. 

—New York Times, 6/18/2006

�Fi nan cial
A Mas sa chu setts firm is bid ding for the rights to
beam ra dio com mer cials into school buses. Bus Ra -
dio, based in Needham, says it has al ready signed
con tracts with school dis tricts rep re sent ing 100,000 
stu dents and will start trans mit ting a blend of “age
ap pro pri ate” pop mu sic and kid-tar geted ra dio ads.

—The Week, 6/16/2006

As the in sur ance in dus try de bates how to han dle
bil lions of dol lars in po ten tial claims from nat u ral
di sas ters, Allstate is drop ping earth quake cov er age
for 352,000 pol i cy hold ers in most states to cut its
risk of losses from ca tas tro phes. Rob ert Hartwig,
chief econ o mist at the in sur ance in for ma tion in sti -
tute trade group, said in sur ers face ris ing di sas ter
claims, reg u la tory caps on rais ing pre mi ums and
higher prices for reinsurance, which is coverage for 
insurers.

—USA To day, 6/7/2006

The gap be tween rich and poor is big ger in the
United States than in any other ad vanced coun try.
Af ter you ad just for in fla tion, the wages of the typ i -
cal Amer i can worker—the one at the very mid dle
of the in come dis tri bu tion—have risen less than 1% 
since 2000. In the pre vi ous five years, they rose
over 6%. The fruits of pro duc tiv ity gains have been 
skewed to wards the high est earn ers, and to wards
com pa nies whose prof its have reached re cord lev -
els as a share of GDP. The struc tural changes in
Amer ica’s job mar ket that be gan in the 1990s are
now be ing re in forced by big changes in the global
econ omy. The in te gra tion of China’s low-skilled
mil lions and the in creased off shor ing of ser vices to 
In dia and other coun tries have ex panded the global
sup ply of work ers. 

—The Econ o mist, 6/15/2006

China’s huge hun ger for en ergy and other re sources 
needed to feed its jug ger naut econ omy is cre at ing a 
prof it able bond with com mod ity ex port ers, help ing
to re fash ion global mar kets and trad ing al li ances.
Sales of Aus tra lian coal, farm prod ucts, iron ore
and other re sources drove a 46 per cent in crease in
ex ports to China last year, to US$11.8 bil lion. China 
is now Aus tra lia’s sec ond big gest trad ing part ner,
af ter Ja pan. China is the world’s big gest con sumer
of steel, grain, alu mi num, ce ment, cop per, iron ore
and zinc, among other com mod i ties. World wide,
in vest ments in min ing and en ergy ex plo ra tion are
ris ing … to keep up with Chi nese de mand.

—As so ci ated Press, 6/27/2006

 Y  Is rael
In a ma jor dip lo matic mile stone, In do ne sia’s gov -
ern ment says it will al low its women’s Fed Cup
ten nis team to com pete in Is rael. In do ne sia is the
most pop u lous Mus lim na tion and has been a vo cal
critic of Is rael, which is sched uled to host the world 
group II play off in July. The In do ne sian ten nis fed -
er a tion had orig i nally asked for a change of venue,
but Is rael would not yield its right to host the event.

—The Me dia Line, 5/24/2006

Hizbullah chief Sheikh Sayyad Hasan Na’srallah
told a Bei rut con fer ence on “the cul ture of re sis -
tance” that armed war fare is the “only avail able al -
ter na tive be fore us.” He said that Is rael’s north ern
ter ri to ries are “un der the fir ing line” of more than
12,000 rock ets Hizbullah is be lieved to pos sess.
May 24 is the sixth an ni ver sary of Is rael’s uni lat -
eral pull out of its forces from Leb a non, a move for
which Hizbullah cred its its armed at tacks on Is raeli
troops and ter ri tory.

—The Me dia Line, 5/24/ 2006

Adult stem cells are be ing used by an Is raeli re -
search team to cre ate a new or tho pe dic so lu tion to a 
dif fi cult and com mon prob lem: how to heal torn
lig a ments and ten dons. The re search team, led by
Pro fes sor Dan Gazit, is work ing to change this by
us ing stem cells taken from bone mar row and
 genetically en gi neer ing them to be come dif fer ent
cells al to gether. “With this in mind, we can ge net i -
cally en gi neer new skel e tal tis sue–lig a ments, car ti -
lage, ten dons,” ex plained Dr. Gadi Peled, a se nior
sci en tist at the lab. Peled said that in time, the new
tech nol ogy might be used to help peo ple who suf fer 
with lower back pain as well. In ver te brate discs
con sist largely of ten don tis sue that de te ri o rates
over time. The new ap proach for ten don re gen er a -
tion was re ported in the April issue of the Journal
of Clinical Investigation.

—Arutz 7, 4/6/2006
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In vest ment banker Lehman Broth ers’ Tel Aviv of -
fice did six ven ture cap i tal deals in less than two
weeks in April. Ac tiv ity in Is rael has grown so
much that Lehman had to add three more in vest -
ment bank ers to the ten it al ready has there. The
tiny Mid dle East ern coun try, with a pop u la tion
smaller than Manhattan’s, has be come a global
player in in no va tion, thanks to its thriv ing ven ture
cap i tal scene, and many home-grown startups.
There are now 75 Is raeli com pa nies listed on the
NASDAQ mar ket—more list ings than any for eign
coun try with the ex cep tion of Can ada. [Is rael’s]
grow ing strengths in clude med i cal tech nol ogy, bio-
tech nol ogy, and nano-tech nol ogy. 

—Red Her ring mag a zine, 6/16/2006

Con tra dict ing most of his col leagues, a for mer
 senior leader of the Waqf, the Is lamic cus to di ans
of the Tem ple Mount, told WorldNetDaily in an
ex clu sive in ter view, he has come to be lieve the first 
and sec ond Jew ish Tem ples ex isted and stood at
the cur rent lo ca tion of the Al Aqsa Mosque. The
leader, who was dis missed from his Waqf po si tion
af ter he qui etly made his be liefs known, said the
Mus lim world’s wide spread de nial of the ex is tence
of the Jew ish tem ples is po lit i cal in na ture and is
not rooted in facts. The for mer leader, who is well
known to Al Aqsa schol ars and Waqf of fi cials,
spoke on con di tion his name be with held, claim ing
an on-the-re cord in ter view would en dan ger his life.

— WorldNetDaily and YNet.com, 6/14/2006

China and Is rael will work to gether to in tro duce Is -
raeli wa ter tech nol ogy into the world’s most pop u -
lous na tion, un der a co op er a tion agree ment reached 
with China’s Min is try of Wa ter Re sources. Meko -
rot Wa ter Com pany Chair, Booky Oren, headed the 
Is raeli del e ga tion, which also made a co op er a tion
agree ment with the head of Beijing’s wa ter sys tem
on the lo cal level. An ad di tional agree ment was
made with the city of Shenzen which has 11 mil -
lion res i dents. The city suf fers from se ri ous wa ter
prob lems, and its wa ter bud get un der China’s cur -
rent five-year plan is around US $9 bil lion. Is raeli
wa ter tech nol ogy will be in tro duced there by 2007.

—Haaretz, 5/4/2006

An Amer i can cou ple was post hu mously hon ored at
Yad Vashem for sav ing nearly 2,000 Jews from the 
Na zis dur ing the Ho lo caust. In a cer e mony at the
me mo rial, Mar tha and Waitstill Sharp be came only
the sec ond and third Amer i cans to be in ducted in -
to the me mo rial’s “Right eous Among the Na tions”
group for non-Jews who saved Jews. The Sharps

left their home in Boston—and their two small
 children—to travel to Prague in 1939, where they
helped hun dreds of ref u gees es cape the Nazi oc cu -
pi ers of Czecho slo va kia. Later, they trav eled to
Lis bon, where they helped ref u gees flee Nazi-oc cu -
pied France into Spain, then Por tu gal and then to
the United States. About 20,000 non-Jews have re -
ceived the “Right eous Among the Na tions” honor.

—Je ru sa lem Post, 6/12/2006

Book Re view
Mis quot ing Je sus. Bart D. Ehrman. New York: Har -
per Col lins Pub lish ers. 2006. 242 pages.

Since the pub li ca tion of the fic tional novel, The
Da Vinci Code, and the re lease of the movie based
on the book, the me dia have at tempted to dis count
the au then tic ity of canon Scrip ture.

In this best-sell ing book pop u lar re li gious schol -
ar Bart Ehrman at tempts to prove that cur rent bib li -
cal manu scripts are far re moved in ac cu racy from
the orig i nal texts. Manu scripts were hand cop ied
for al most 1,500 years be fore the print ing press
changed ev ery thing. Many who cop ied texts were
not pro fes sion als, and were heavily in flu enced by
the theo log i cal and po lit i cal dis putes of their day.
This makes it dif fi cult to re con struct the ac tual
words and thoughts con tained in the orig i nal texts.
Why should this fa tal is tic view of Scripture be of
interest to Bible Students?

Tex tual schol ars tell us that the Greek New
 Testament is the sec ond-best-pre served work of
an tiq uity. The best-pre served is the He brew Old
Tes ta ment. Bi ble Stu dents gen er ally agree that
copy ists made changes in texts and at times added
words of their own (pro duc ing what we re fer to as
spu ri ous texts), as in Mat thew 6:13, 24:36; Mark
16:9-20; John 1:18, 7:53 to 8:11; Acts 20:28, 1 Co -
rin thi ans 15:51; 1 John 5:7-8; Rev e la tion 20:5; and 
prob a bly Luke 23:34. How ever, they also con tend
that the ac cu racy of Scrip ture was as sured by God's 
over view pro duc ing an ac cu rate re cord of Je sus’
words upon which we can rely as God’s word.

One in ter est ing point of Ehrman's book is his
dis cus sion of er rors that likely crept into the texts
be cause of the in flu ence of be liefs such as the di -
vin ity of Je sus and the Trin ity.  He shows the dif -
fer ences that oc cur as one com pares later manu -
scripts with ear lier ones. He also pres ents a thor ough
dis cus sion of the his tory of to day's manu scripts.

—Len Griehs

News & Views is ed ited by Len Griehs. Items of in ter est may be sent to him at
1425  Lachman Lane, Pa cific Pal i sades CA 90272, or via e-mail (Griehs@comcast.net) .
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En tered Into Rest

Ed Borowiec, Or e gon

Mark Brandon, Can ada

Vi Coo per, Idaho

Ken Ed wards, Il li nois

Luella Harp, In di ana

Ray mond Har ris, Il li nois

Ed Heidelbach, Wis con sin

Catherine Holmes, 
North Carolina

Rob ert Hought on, Or e gon

Adele Karr, Il li nois

Clara Lutz, South Carolina

Clara Perthel, Wis con sin

For rest Reames, In di ana

Ernie Tucker, Idaho

Con ven tion An nounce ments
In qui ries should be sent to the in di vid u als listed be low.

Sept. 2, 3—Jack son MI.
FaHoLo Camp & Conf. Cen ter,
3000 Mt. Hope Rd., Grass Lake
MI 49240. Mrs. Ray Lumley
517.782.7252. 
� Lumley@aol.com

Sept. 2, 3—New York NY.
Wellesley Inn, Two Bridges Road 
at Exit 52 (Rte 80), Fairfield NJ.
Debra Szybinski 212.998.2095.
� ds2@nyu.edu

Sept. 2-4—Se at tle WA.
Seabeck Chris tian Conf. Cen ter,
15395 Seabeck High way NW,
Seabeck WA 98380. Laurie Flinn
253.939.9838. 
� laurie@flinn.us

Sept. 8-10—Huntsville AL.
Hol i day Inn Se lect, 401 Wil liams
Ave., Huntsville AL. Phillip Mos -
ley 256.582.3640.
� pdm-mlm@char ter.net

Sept. 24—Los An geles CA.
Au di to rium, 406 Irving Dr., Bur -
bank CA 91504. Rich ard Bieniak
949.457.0894. 
� rjbieniak@aol.com

Sept. 24—De troit MI.
North west YWCA, Grand River at
Beech Daly, Redford MI. Frank
Nemesh 248.649.6588. 
� NemeshF@aol.com

Oct. 13-15—New Eng land.
Qual ity Inn, Vernon CT. Anna
May Suraci 203.248.3793. 
� r.suraci@comcast.net

Oct. 14, 15—Pitts burgh PA.
Sewickley Grange Hall, Rt. 135,
West New ton PA. Charles Kra -
sonic 724.872.5429.

Oct. 14, 15—Grand Rap ids MI.
Kenowa Hills Mid dle School, 3950
Hendershot Ave., Grand Rap ids
MI. Joanne Houlmont 231.972.4259.
� houlmont@char ter.net

Oct. 14, 15—San An to nio TX.
Com fort Inn Fi esta, 6755 North
FM 1604 West, San An to nio TX.
Sandy Hendrix 512.918.3089.
� sshendrix@sbcglobal.net

Oct. 21, 22—San Luis Obispo CA.
Masonic Tem ple, 859 Marsh St.,
San Luis Obispo CA. Mark
Allard 805.773.2962.
� medlallard@juno.com

Oct. 22—De troit/Metro De troit MI.
Pleas ant Ridge Com mu nity Cen -
ter, 4 Ridge Rd., Pleas ant Ridge
MI. Frank Nemesh 248.649.6588. 
� NemeshF@aol.com

Oct. 28, 29—Or lando FL.
Gar den Club of San ford, 200
Fairmont Dr., San ford FL. 
Helen Jeuck 407.699.8303. 
� hajeuck@earthlink.net

Nov. 5—New Ha ven CT. 
Ital ian Amer i can Club, 85 Chase
Lane, West Ha ven CT. Anna May 
Suraci 203.248.3793. 
� r.suraci@comcast.net

Nov. 17-19—San Diego CA. 
Alliant Int’l. Uni ver sity, 10455
Pomerado Road, San Diego CA.
Da vid Rice 619.589.1534.
� DavRice@aol.com

Nov. 19—Jer sey City NJ.
Masonic Lodge, 1912 Mor ris Ave., 
Un ion NJ 07083. Sandy Koterba,
718.961.4437.
� ktrbakrnr@hotmail.com

Dec. 30–Jan. 1—Chi cago IL.
Elk Grove High School, 500 W.
Elk Grove Blvd., Elk Grove IL.
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