


The Her ald 
of Christ’s King dom

This jour nal brings you 192 pages of 
spir i tual read ing ma te rial each year
on a va ri ety of bib li cal sub jects.
Each is sue also lists many Bi ble
 conventions and con fer ences where
you will find Chris tian fel low ship.
In cluded in ev ery is sue is News &
Views, four pages of cur rent events,
let ters to the ed i tor, and in for ma tion
on the op er a tion of the Pas to ral
 Bible In sti tute. It is pub lished bi -
monthly by:

Pas to ral Bi ble In sti tute
1425 Lachman Lane

Pa cific Pal i sades CA 90272

( 1-888-7-THE-PBI
� ThePBI@aol.com

¿ www.heraldmag.org

 Cor re spon dents

102 Broad Street
Chesham Bucks, HP5 3ED

ENG LAND

Berean Bi ble In sti tute
P. O. Box 402

Rosanna, Vic to ria 3084
AUS TRA LIA

 Ed i to rial Com mit tee
This jour nal is su per vised by an
 editorial com mit tee of five, at least
three of whom have ap proved for
pub li ca tion each ar ti cle ap pear ing
in these col umns. While re spon si ble
for ar ti cles pub lished, the com mit tee 
does not en dorse ev ery ex pres sion
herein. The pres ent ed i tors are: Carl
Hagen sick, Homer Montague, Mi -
chael Nekora, James Par kin son, and
Da vid Rice.
   The com mit tee and the di rec tors
agree that the jour nal’s value to its
read ers is de pend ent upon contrib -
utors be ing free to pres ent their
thoughts, pro vided such are gen er -
ally in har mony with our char tered
char ac ter and pur pose for the dis -
sem i na tion of Bi ble truths. An nual
sub scrip tion price is $5.00. This
jour nal will be sup plied free upon
writ ten re quest.

To Us the Scrip tures Clearly Teach
w That the Church is the “tem ple of the liv ing God”—pe cu liarly “his work man -

ship”; that its con struc tion has been in prog ress through out the Gos pel age —ever
since Christ be came the world’s Re deemer and the chief “cor ner stone” of this
tem ple, through which, when fin ished, God’s bless ings shall come “to all peo ple”
and they find ac cess to him (1 Co rin thi ans 3:16,17; Ephe sians 2:20-22; Gen e sis
28:14; Galatians 3:29).

w That mean time the chis el ing, shap ing, and pol ish ing of con se crated be liev ers in
Christ’s atone ment for sin pro gresses and when the last of these “liv ing stones,”
“elect and pre cious,” shall have been made ready, the great Mas ter Work man will
bring all to gether in the first res ur rec tion; and the tem ple shall be filled with his
glory and be the meet ing place be tween God and men through out the Mil len nium
(1 Pe ter 2:4-9; Rev e la tion 15:5-8).

w That the ba sis of hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact that “Je sus
Christ by the grace of God tasted death for ev ery man,” “a ran som for all,” and
will be “the true light which lighteth ev ery man that com eth into the world” “in due 
time” (He brews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim o thy 2:5,6).

w That the hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,”
be “a par taker of the di vine na ture,” and share his glory as his joint-heir (1 John
3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Pe ter 1:4).

w That the pres ent mis sion of the Church is the per fect ing of the saints for the fu ture
work of ser vice; to de velop in her self ev ery grace; to be God’s wit ness to the world;
and to pre pare to be kings and priests in the next age (Ephe sians 4:12; Mat thew
24:14; Rev e la tion 1:6, 20:6).

w That the hope for the world lies in the bless ings of knowl edge and op por tu nity to
be brought to all by Christ’s mil len nial king dom—the res ti tu tion of all that was lost 
in Adam, to all the will ing and obe di ent, at the hands of their Re deemer and his
glo ri fied church—when all the will fully wicked will be de stroyed (Acts 3:19-23;
Isa iah 35).

This Jour nal and Its Mis sion
Char tered in 1918, the Pas to ral Bible Insti tute, Inc. was formed for the pro mo tion
of Chris tian knowl edge. Its jour nal, The Her ald of Christ’s King dom, stands
firmly for the defense of the only true foun da tion of the Chris tian’s hope now being
so gen er ally repu di ated—redemp tion through the pre cious blood (1 Peter 1:19) of 
“the man Christ Jesus, who gave him self a ran som [a cor re spond ing price, a sub sti -
tute] for all” (1 Tim o thy 2:6). Build ing upon this sure foun da tion the gold, sil ver,
and pre cious stones of the Word of God (1 Corin thi ans 3:11-15; 2 Peter 1:5-11), 
its fur ther mis sion is “to make all see what is the fel low ship of the mys tery, which
. . . has been hid in God . . . to the intent that now . . . might be [made] known by
the church the man i fold wis dom of God”—“which in other ages was not made
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed” (Ephe sians 3:5-10).

It stands free from all par ties, sects, and creeds of men, while it seeks more and
more to bring its every utter ance into full est sub jec tion to the will of God in Christ,
as expressed in the holy Scrip tures. It is thus free to declare boldly what so ever the 
Lord hath spo ken—accord ing to the Divine wis dom granted unto us to under -
stand. Its atti tude is not dog matic, but con fi dent; for we know whereof we affirm,
tread ing with implicit faith upon the sure prom ises of God. It is held as a trust to be
used in his ser vice; hence our deci sions rel a tive to what may or may not appear in its
col umns must be accord ing to our judg ment of his good plea sure, the teach ing of his
Word, for the upbuilding of his peo ple in grace and knowl edge. We not only invite,
we urge our read ers to prove all its utter ances by the infal li ble Word, to which ref er -
ence is con stantly made to facil i tate such test ing.



Doc trines to De velop Chris tian Char ac ter

In the Beginning

The Bi ble teaches doc trines. Doc trines
are to teach us how to change our -
selves from what we are to what we

should be come. We should be come in the char -
ac ter like ness of our Lord and Sav ior Je sus
Christ.

The uni verse, life, and human exis tence all
tes tify to the power and wis dom of God, our
Cre ator. Our Respon si bil ity to the Cre ator
delin eates our con se quent respon si bil ity to
him.

Trust ing the Righ teous ness of God exam ines
the Book of Romans to show us how our con -
scious ness of per sonal sin should prompt us to
repen tance, and to patience with oth ers.

How the Lord’s Prom ise to Abra ham
Should Change Us empha sizes that God swore 
to the bless ings which are yet to come to all
peo ples; so now we should bless and not curse.

The Ten Com mand ments remain a reli able
stan dard of Chris tian prac tice today, as we are
reminded in Holy, Just, and Good.

Christ Died Once for All, and Our Grat i tude
out lines jus ti fi ca tion by faith from the dark ages 
to the pres ent, and how grate ful we must be to
God and Christ.

Jesus is even today the pat tern to which we
are to con form Chris tian char ac ter. Two prac -
ti cal approaches are given in Jesus’ Exam ple,
Our Char ac ter, and How Christ’s Exam ple
Should Change Our Char ac ter. We must learn
to love our ene mies now if in Christ’s king dom
we are to bless them.

While the faith ful church has no merit to
add to the sin-offer ing, per sonal and coop er a -
tive self-sac ri fice now can qual ify us for join ing
with Christ in the Mil len nium in offer ing his
ran som merit to can cel sin for the whole world.
That is the mes sage of The Sin-Offer ing and
Chris tian Sac ri fice.

Res ur rec tion and Faith ful ness unto Death
calls to our atten tion there is one cure for all
our woes, and for those of the whole world of
man kind. That cure is the resurrection. There -
by faith trumps fear!

A doc trine is not an intel lec tual con cept to
sep a rate us and our friends from “bad peo ple.” 
Doc trine is to be applied, and applied to self.
Let every one of us seek out the appli ca tion of
each doc trine, and then do it.

No vem ber/De cem ber 2006 3

No vem ber/December 2006
Volume 88 Number 6

In the Beginning 
         (Doctrines to Develop Christian Character) . . . . . . . .  3

Our Responsibility to the Creator . . . . . . . . . .  4
What we owe our Maker.

Trusting the Righteousness of God . . . . . . .  6
From Adam to repen tance.

How the Lord’s Promise to Abraham 
    Should Change Us. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9

Bless and not curse.

Holy, Just, and Good . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
The spirit of the ten com mand ments.

Christ Died Once for All, and Our Gratitude . 13
We owe all to His ran som sac ri fice.

News and Views . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

Jesus’ Example, Our Character . . . . . . . . . . . 21
W-A-I-T on the Lord.

How Christ’s Example Should 
   Change Our Character . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

Patience, forgiveness, humil ity, and much more.

The Sin-Offering and Christian Sacrifice . . . 29
We must do as did our Redeemer.

Resurrection and Faithfulness unto Death. . 32
Let us fear not to do what is right.

Poems and Short Features:
   Human Missionary Efforts Are Failing,  p. 8
   Law and Health,  p. 12
   Whatsoever a Man Soweth,  p. 34



Ac count able

Our Responsibility
to the Creator
Before the moun tains were born or You gave birth to the earth and the world, even from
ever last ing to everlasting, You are God. You turn man back into dust and say, “Return, O
chil dren of men.”—Psalm 90:2,31

Kent Humphries

T
o day as we read through our news pa -
pers and watch our fa vor ite tele vi sion
news pro grams, we come to re al ize an

un der ly ing theme. No one is fac ing up to his or 
her own du ties and re spon si bil i ties! No where
is this more prev a lent than in na tional pol i tics.
Why is it so hard for peo ple to face up to their
ac tions? This should not be the case with
Chris tians.

Turn ing to the first book of the Bible, we
find the answer. Adam replied to God, “The
woman whom You gave to be with me, she
gave me from the tree, and I ate” (Gen e sis
3:12). Here we have the first excuse ever re -
corded in his tory. And from this point we can
read through the Scrip tures and find excuse
after excuse, until we reach our mod ern day.
So it is no sur prise, that the human fam ily is
immersed in deceit and dis obe di ence.

Respon si bil ity means to be “answer able or
account able, as for some thing within one’s
power or con trol.” There is an account given in 
the Book of Luke of a young boy who under -
stood fully the bur den of respon si bil ity that had 
been placed upon his shoul ders. The fol low ing 
exam ple should be burned, as it were, upon
every action that moti vates us! This is Jesus’
response to his mother when ques tioned by
her as to his where abouts: “How is it that ye
sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father’s busi ness?” (Luke 2:49, KJV). And
the same applies to us. We have been given a
charge that is greater than any com mis sion
given to man! Jesus expresses the great respon -
si bil ity that has been placed upon us at the
Father’s will: “To you has been given the mys -

tery of the King dom of God; but those who are 
out side get every thing in par a bles” (Mark
4:11).

The seri ous ness of this rev e la tion is again
expressed by Jesus: “Take care what you lis ten
to; by your stan dard of mea sure it shall be mea -
sured to you; and more shall be given you
besides. For who ever has, to him shall more be
given; and who ever does not have, even what
he has shall be taken away from him” (Mark
4:24,25).

What we have received is only because of
Christ! Our righ teous ness is as filthy rags, but
now his robe of righ teous ness cov ers us! In the
book of Ephe sians, the apos tle Paul teaches us
the exam ple we should exhibit as a result of this 
gift that has been given us by our heav enly
Father: “There fore be imi ta tors of God, as
beloved chil dren; and walk in love, just as
Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for
us, an offer ing and a sac ri fice to God as a fra -
grant aroma. But do not let immo ral ity or any
impu rity or greed even be named among you,
as is proper among saints.” (Ephe sians 5:1-3)
He goes on in verses 14-17, “For this rea son it 
says, Awake sleeper, and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you. There fore be
care ful how you walk, not as unwise men, but
as wise, mak ing the most of your time, because
the days are evil. So then do not be fool ish, but
under stand what the will of the Lord is.”

Are we appre cia tive when we are given a
gift from a loved one? How much more should
we be to the Father whose gifts and call ing are
irre vo ca ble (Romans 11:29). The exam ple of
Jesus in the giv ing of his life is incor po rated in
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the apos tle John’s thoughts: “We know love by
this, that He laid down His life for us; and we
ought to lay down our lives for the breth ren”
(1 John 3:16). It is pos si ble that this might be
one of the last tests in our walk in this nar row
way, for so it was for our Lord. Not only did he 
give his life, he did it will ingly, in obe di ence to
God!

Paul expresses what the heav enly Father
desires from us as we walk in the path of his
light: “I urge you there fore, breth ren, by the
mer cies of God, to pres ent your bod ies a liv ing
and holy sac ri fice, accept able to God, which is
your spir i tual ser vice of wor ship. And do not
be con formed to this world, but be trans formed 
by the renew ing of your mind, that you may
prove what the will of God is, that which is
good and accept able and per fect” (Romans
12:1,2).

From Paul’s admo ni tion we deduce that
this is the least we can do! Our Father is not
expect ing us to do some thing impos si ble; we
are to heed his instruc tion to be one with him.
Some times we get the impres sion that by sac ri -
fic ing con tin u ally we can obtain the prize, but
this is not true. The answer is clearly given in
the book of Sam uel. In his con ver sa tion with
Saul, Sam uel explained the basic tenet of how
to please God: “Has the LORD as much
delight in burnt offer ings and sac ri fices as in
obey ing the voice of the LORD? Behold, to
obey is better than sac ri fice, and to heed than
the fat of rams. For rebel lion is as the sin of div -
i na tion, and insub or di na tion is as iniq uity and
idol a try” (1 Sam uel 15:22). There is no other
way to sac ri fice than to heed his word, to be
obe di ent to the instruc tions he has given us in
his holy word.

In this race course for the prize of the high
call ing which we share with those of like pre -
cious faith, we must be extremely care ful not
to stum ble those who walk in the same light!
Though from time to time we may dis agree
with some that do not per ceive as we, we must
not let Satan use this as a wedge between us.
We are not only respon si ble to God, we are
respon si ble to one another, for we share the
same gift from him who called us out of dark -
ness. In the Fifty-fifth Psalm, David in his wis -

dom calls to our mind the trust and hope that
binds us together. As is the case with so many
Scrip tures, it has a two-fold mean ing, a mean -
ing that in our case is espe cially appli ca ble to
today! We read begin ning at verse 12: “For it
is not an enemy who reproaches me, Then I
could bear it; Nor is it one who hates me who
has exalted him self against me, Then I could
hide myself from him. But it is you, a man my
equal, My com pan ion and my famil iar friend;
we who had sweet fel low ship together, walked
in the house of God in the throng.”

Are we sat is fied with our account abil ity to
God? We are to make a daily assess ment of
our actions and our deeds to call upon the mer -
cies of God through prayer. We are near ing
the last hour of this class room time. There will
be no other oppor tu nity to ren der sweet obe di -
ence to the giver of every good and per fect gift.
We have been called to be priests with Jesus, to 
sit upon thrones in the pres ence of God. We
are to judge men and angels, and to dis pense
bless ings to man kind accord ing to the will of
God. It is our respon si bil ity to make sure the
instruc tions from God’s word are burned with -
in our hearts, to be a reflec tion of his mercy.
“Finally, breth ren, what ever is true, what ever
is hon or able, what ever is right, what ever is
pure, what ever is lovely, what ever is of good
repute, if there is any excel lence and if any thing 
wor thy of praise, let your mind dwell on these
things. The things you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, prac tice
these things; and the God of peace shall be
with you.” (Philippians 4:8,9).

Return ing to the words of the apos tle Paul
in Romans, the eighth chap ter, we see that our
respon si bil ity to our Cre ator is so impor tant,
that so much depends on the faith ful com ple -
tion of our call ing and elec tion. Begin ning at
verse 22: “For we know that the whole cre ation 
groans and suf fers the pains of child-birth
together until now. And not only this, but also
we our selves, hav ing the first-fruits of the
Spirit, even we our selves groan within our -
selves, wait ing eagerly for our adop tion as
sons, the redemp tion of our body.” (Romans
8:22,23) 

This is our respon si bil ity to our Father in
heaven. 
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Trusting the
Righteousness of God
The right eous shall live by faith. —Romans 1:17, ASV

Rich ard Kindig

Romans is the foun da tional doc trinal
book of the New Tes ta ment, boldly
..an swer ing the weight i est ques tions

that hu mans face about death and life, sin and
righ teous ness, un be lief and faith. As we fol low
the apos tle’s teach ing, we dis cover the con cept
of “orig i nal sin,” that all hu mans are fallen by
na ture, born un der a he red i tary curse of sin
and death. The bur den of this book is to show
both the per sonal re demp tions and cor po rate
deliverances that re veal the rea sons why God
has placed man kind un der the curses of Gen e -
sis 3. It is in Romans that we can learn about
God’s righ teous ness, a be nev o lent, thought ful,
fa therly com mit ment to the hu man race’s long-
term ed u ca tion and pros per ity.

The Joy ful Mes sage

Paul focuses on the joy ful mes sage and rec og -
nizes that it rep re sents the power of God with
respect to sal va tion to each indi vid ual who
receives it (Romans 1:16).

What power is con tained in a mes sage such
as this! God’s mighty power was dem on strated 
when he raised Jesus from the dead, and by the 
var i ous mir a cles of Jesus and the apos tles. Yet
Paul calls our atten tion to the power from God 
that accom pa nies the joy ful mes sage. The
power of God with respect to sal va tion is a gen -
tle com bi na tion of influ ence from the out side
and an inten tional unlock ing of the inside
which allows a per son to make a con nec tion
with God.

This prin ci ple is taught by Jesus: “No man
can come to me, except the Father that sent me 
draw him” (John 6:44). Or as in John 1:12,
13, the author ity to become the chil dren of
God comes not from our selves—but from
God.

Paul gently hints of this order of things when
he writes: “After that ye have known God, or
rather are known of God” (Galatians 4:9).

We do not come to know God so much as he
chooses to know us. And knowl edge about
God is not nearly as impor tant as per sonal
knowl edge of God (Colossians 1:10; John
17:3; Jer e miah 9:24). We sought because
God stim u lated the moti va tion we lacked; we
found because God opened our eyes in his due
time. It is his power that is expended with
respect to sal va tion (Ephe sians 2:3).

How ever, this is not all the sav ing power
that God will ever exert. Every thing ever done
in the first advent or the Chris tian era will be
dwarfed by the “greater works” of the Mes si -
anic reign (John 5:20). It will become totally
unnec es sary to say to one’s neigh bor, “Know
the LORD,” because all will know him (Jer e -
miah 31:34). God’s judg ments will be in the
earth, and the entire world will learn righ teous -
ness directly from his teach ing (Isa iah 26:9).

The Wrath of God
Paul con tin ues his argu ment in Romans 1:18, 
19. The wrath or judi cial anger of God has
been revealed to all. Every where we look, we
see death. Sodom and Gomor rah expe ri enced 
the wrath of God (Jude 7).1

Has any one seen a fiery “hell”? Clearly not. 
That can not be the wrath of God Paul refers to 
because it has not been revealed “to all.” The
wrath of God must be viewed as his judi cial
treat ment of sin in this life: each per son’s
hered i tary strug gle and ulti mate death. Every -
one can see that if there is a God, he is angry. 

Yet only a few have had the righ teous ness of 
God revealed to them. Only these can see that
in spite of sin and suf fer ing, God is good. And
it is only from faith—from God the faith ful
author of righ teous ness and redemp tion—that
human faith springs. Faith in the righ teous ness 
of God is God’s gift of grace (Ephe sians 2:7,
8, Ampli fied; Romans 3:22; Colossians 1:9,
10).
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“When They Knew God”

The remain der of Romans chap ter 1 shows
that God was fair in his ini tial deci sion to
“curse” the entire race of Adam through
hered ity. To make this point, Paul states in
verse 18 that God’s wrath has been revealed
against all ungod li ness.

He refers to times in human his tory when a
group of peo ple had known God: “When they
knew God” (verse 21), they did not glo rify him 
as God. At that time they were not thank ful,
did not honor God, but became vain in their
imag i na tion, and their rebel lious heart was
dark ened. Pro fess ing to be wise, (becom ing
intel lec tu ally auton o mous), “they became fools,
and changed the glory of the incor rupt ible God
into an image” (verses 22,23) or icon (an idol).
Men who knew better chose a mate rial con cep -
tion of God, not a spir i tual con cep tion of an
invis i ble, but per sonal, deity.

When did men know the iden tity of the true
God? Cer tainly the first gen er a tions who lived
among Adam, Seth, and Enoch knew God.
Yet most humans at that time rejected God
and became dark ened in their hearts. In verse
25 Paul states that they changed the truth of
God into the lie, the lie of Satan: “You will not 
surely die” (Gen e sis 3:4). And instead of wor -
ship ing the Cre ator, they chose to wor ship the
crea ture, Satan, who deceived the human race
in Eden and since.

After the flood Noah’s fam ily cer tainly
knew God, yet the sim ple story of the flood
became twisted into all the reli gions of today
with their demi gods and idol a try. His tory re -
cords God’s inter ven tion to scat ter the human
race and mit i gate its power for evil. Josephus
sum ma rizes that rebel lion: Nim rod per suaded
man kind not to ascribe their hap pi ness to God, 
but to think that his own excel lency was the
source of it. (See Gen e sis 10:8, 9; Josephus,
Antiq ui ties I, iv, 2.)

A third time when a large group of peo ple
knew God was when Israel expe ri enced its
mirac u lous deliv er ance from Egypt. In this case 
idol a try and licen tious ness emerged while
Moses was yet in the moun tain receiv ing God’s 
law (see Exo dus 32).

These occur rences would fit Paul’s state -
ment in Romans 1:21 that “When they knew
God” humans chose not to retain God in their
knowl edge. At most times and places in human 
his tory, how ever, untold num bers live and die
with out ever know ing God. They are described 

in Isa iah 60 as being totally in dark ness.
Yet these are not lost to all hope; Romans 1
describes the gen eral con di tion of the human
race, prior to the glo ri ous deliv er ance, de -
scribed later in the book of Romans.

Trust ing Righ teous  Authority

Romans 1:28 reveals much that we can apply
per son ally in our walk with God. God’s way
of deal ing with those who knew God but “did
not like to retain him in their knowl edge” was
to “give them a rep ro bate mind.” 

The mean ing of “did not like to retain God
in their knowl edge” hinges on the Greek word
dokimazo—to “test, exam ine, prove, or scru ti -
nize, to see whether it is gen u ine or not”
(Thayer). Most trans la tions seem to miss
Paul’s point, that when peo ple knew God, they
put God to the test and decided that they
would pre fer to live out side of his author ity.
God’s response, accord ing to Paul, is to give
them an adokimizo mind. In other words, God
gives the rebel lious, auton o mous soul a non-
approv ing mind that can not accept any author -
ity. If peo ple find God’s lead er ship unac cept -
able, God cre ates dis con tent in their soul.
Pascal called this the “God-sized hole” in each 
per son’s heart.

Whether we look at the world with its mad
pur suit of self-ful fill ment, or at our own per -
sonal excesses, addic tions, roman ti cized no -
tions, or self-will, the com mon thread is an
inabil ity to rec og nize and sub mit to the right -
eous author ity that is avail able to us. The re -
sult, accord ing to Paul, is a slip pery slope of
mis be hav ior all the way from paren tal dis obe di -
ence to the most per verted moral out rages.

Paul states that “what so ever is not of faith
is sin” (Romans 14:23). If we want to enjoy
the “hun dred fold” bless ing (Mark 10:30)
which Jesus prom ises to the will ing and obe di -
ent in this life, and eter nal life in the next, we
will need to pay care ful atten tion to this prin ci -
ple. We will sub mit to God’s righ teous ness
and take advan tage of the grace extended to
us by God through Christ. We will approach
nearer to God by quickly acknowl edg ing our
sins, and yet boldly trust ing in the blood of
Jesus (Hebrews 10:19,20).

Hav ing proper awe and appre ci a tion for
God’s righ teous author ity will make a big im -
pact on the way we relate to our breth ren.
When dif fer ences arise, we will resist our hu -
man ten dency to draw back from those whom
God has also cho sen, and instead we will
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engage more closely in dia log, mutual lis ten ing
and shar ing of what God’s spirit has revealed
to each of us.

Finally, if we choose to approve of righ teous 
author ity, we will become more effec tive in
our fam ily rela tion ships. We will honor our
spouses, our par ents, and our chil dren by
acknowl edg ing their personhood. And as par -
ents, we will firmly yet gently teach our chil -
dren while they are young that their key to hap -
pi ness and true suc cess in life will be to learn
to approve of righ teous author ity—whether
wielded by God, par ents, spouse, employer, or 
gov ern men tal author i ties.

“They Are With out Ex cuse”

Does verse 18 mean that all peo ple are
deserv ing of hell if they do not respond to the
gos pel? In fact no men tion of hell occurs in
Romans 1. The entire chap ter refers to con se -
quences that peo ple expe ri ence in this life,
end ing in their death. Fur ther, the judg ment
of God is the one that all are now expe ri enc -
ing, the orig i nal con dem na tion of Adam ic
death. After list ing many human sins, in verse
32 Paul emphat i cally states that the judg ment
of God is that all these things are wor thy of
death (c.f. Romans 6:23). There is no men -
tion of eter nal exis tence in hell.

When Paul says that all are “with out ex -
cuse,” he is not say ing that the masses of man -
kind will not one day enjoy the bless ings of
God’s grace and redemp tion through Christ.
He is say ing that their dying con di tion at the
pres ent time is not unfair. He is also warn ing
reli gious peo ple not to sit in judg ment of the
less for tu nate and less knowl edge able.

Those who live in the world can see ves tiges
of God’s char ac ter and deity in the world
around them. They can look up and see stars,
they can watch the faith ful ness of sun rise, the
mir a cle of life every spring, the joys and plea -
sures of even a fallen exis tence, and won der
about the Power that cre ated all these things.

In the Chris tian age there have been many
exam ples of indi vid u als who have sought and
found God in the midst of dark ness. God’s
arm is not short; he is qui etly select ing a “peo -
ple for his name” (Acts 15:14), and the rest of 
the world is qui etly learn ing that God is no
appeaser of sin and deprav ity. How glad we
are that God’s plan is not com pletely sum ma -
rized in Romans 1.

Romans 5 explains God’s uni ver sal pro vi -
sion of bring ing “jus ti fi ca tion of life” to every
man who expe ri enced the hered i tary curse of
Adam. Romans 8 reveals that the whole cre -
ation will be deliv ered from the bond age of
 corruption when the sons of God (devel oped
dur ing the Chris tian age) are revealed. And
Romans 11:26-32 shows that even the Jews
who rejected the “suf fer ing ser vant” will have
their ungod li ness turned away by the deliverer,
Christ and his church. Oh, the depth of the
wis dom and righ teous ness of God! 

Sum mary

In Romans 1 we are given the most basic prin -
ci ple of God’s plan: that man fell, that God
was fair in ordain ing the hered i tary curses that 
he placed upon man kind, and that no per son
in the human race has an excuse for the sins
he com mits. How ever, God has sent a shaft of 
light into the dark ness, the knowl edge of his
good ness through Christ. It is a good ness that
dur ing the Chris tian age reaches those whom
God selects. And it is a good ness that will
soon release all man kind from the bond age of
hered i tary sin, dis ease and death. In the end,
all man kind will be able to see the good ness
and righ teous ness of God. Praise God for his
righ teous ness, which will yet be revealed to all
the chil dren of men! (Psalm 107)
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Human Missionary Efforts Are Failing
Accord ing to the World Chris tian Ency clo pe dia 2001 and
World Evangelization Resource Cen ter’s 2002 report, the
peo ple of the world spend $300 billion on Chris tian causes
(1.8% of total income). $17 billion is spent on For eign Mis -
sions (5.7% of giv ing to all Chris tian causes). Inter est ingly,
$18 billion is spent by churches on “Eccle si as ti cal Crime.”

Accord ing to the report, the aver age min is try cost in US
dol lars for each con vert’s bap tism ranges from $1,400 per
con ver sion in Mozam bique to $61,000 in Asia, $145,000 in
Latin Amer ica, $993,000 in Europe, and $1.5 million in the
United States.

Since four bil lion peo ple remain un-Chris tian, and there -
fore headed for eter nal mis ery accord ing to tra di tional teach -
ings, God would need to pro vide hun dreds of tril lions of dol -
lars if he wanted to reach all the peo ple liv ing today.

For tu nately God has a much better plan than this “mis sion -
ary work.” The hum bling expe ri ences depicted sym bol i cally
as “fire” in 2 Peter 3 and Zephaniah 3:8 will pre pare peo ple
to receive instruc tion. And as Jer e miah pre dicts, “it will no
lon ger be nec es sary to say, ‘know the LORD,’ because they
will all know him, from the least to the great est.”



And God Swore

How the Lord’s Promise to
Abraham Should Change Us
In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth bless them selves.—Gen e sis 22:18, ASV mar gin

James Par kin son

W
hen God called Abram to leave
Haran and his older brother, Nahor,
He prom ised: “Get thee out of thy

coun try … and in thee shall all the fam i lies of
the earth be blessed” (Gen e sis 12:1-3)1. He
prom ised that [not some, not most, but] all the
fam i lies of the earth shall be blessed.

But after Abra ham dem on strated his will -
ing ness to sac ri fice his son, his heir, the Lord
enhanced the prom ise again: “In thy seed shall
all the nations of the earth bless them selves”
(Gen e sis 22:18, ASV mar gin).2 God prom ised 
this phrase ol ogy, and he swore he would do
it. Then he repeated it to Isaac—the type of
God’s own son Jesus, who was sac ri ficed to be
the substitutionary atone ment for Adam, who
had sinned and brought death upon all of us,
his pos ter ity. Thus, we may con fi dently pro -
claim that in Christ [in his thou sand-year king -
dom] all the fam i lies of the earth will be there,
that The Christ will bless all the fam i lies of the
earth, and that all the fam i lies of the earth will
finally learn to bless one another.

All bore Jesus wit ness “and won dered at
the words of grace which pro ceeded out of his
mouth” (Luke 4:22), as he pro claimed the
com ing release for the cap tives of death, heal -
ing for the blind and bruised, and already in
the Gos pel age an accept able time—a day of
sal va tion—to develop the faith ful church to live 
and reign with Christ in his thou sand-year

king dom for the bless ing of all the fam i lies of
the earth.

The sworn prom ise of God is to have a
sanc ti fy ing effect on every faith ful mem ber of
the body of Christ. We are already now re -
quired to learn to love even our ene mies, so
that in Christ’s thou sand-year king dom we will
be pre pared to bless them. And again, “So
then, as we have oppor tu nity, let us work that
which is good toward all men, and espe cially
toward them that are of the house hold of the
faith” (Galatians 6:10).

Seven Sons and One Heir

As Hagar fled into the wil der ness, and later 
when she and her mis be hav ing son Ishmael
were expelled, so the Law Cov e nant went
into Bab y lo nian cap tiv ity as a fore warn ing;
later Israel was dis persed among all nations. 
As Isaac was Sarah’s son and Abra ham’s
heir, so con se crated Chris tians are now chil -
dren of a Prom ise Cov e nant. Abra ham gave 
gifts to Ishmael and to his sons by Keturah
when they were sent east; like wise God will
bless all the fam i lies of the earth through a
New Cov e nant for ever (Gen e sis 21:10-14;
25:5,6; Jer e miah 31:31-34; Gala tians
3:17,29; 4:28). Even so, our train ing is not 
to curse oth ers, but to learn to be mer ci ful
to them and to bless them (Mat thew 5:44;
Luke 6:27-31,35,36; Romans 12:14,20; 1
Corin thi ans 4:12,13).
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1. Quotes are from the Revised Ver sions, unless oth er wise noted.

2.  The case of the Hebrew verb in chap ter 12 is pas sive, but in chap ter 22 it is reflex ive, as in Rotherham,
and as noted in the mar gin of the Amer i can Stan dard Ver sion. Tech ni cal note: The quote of the prom ise in
Acts 3:25 is not pre cisely that of either the Hebrew or the Greek Sep tu a gint of Gen e sis 12:3, 22:18, 26:4, 
or 28:14. Acts empha sizes “in thy seed” (by putt ing it first in word order), rather than “shall be blessed”;
oth er wise it is the Sep tu a gint text of 12:3 but with “in thy seed” sub sti tuted from 22:18, as might also be
jus ti fied from 28:14.



The Law and the Chris tian

Holy, Just, and Good
Where fore the law is holy, and the com mand ment holy, and just, and good.—Romans
7:12

Da vid Rice

When Mo ses re ceived the Law from
God, he re ceived a trea sure from
the Di vine Courts. It has pro vided a 

stan dard of con duct that has en light ened civ i -
lized peo ples for mil len nia. Its prin ci ples have
per me ated our cul ture, even though, sadly, the
mod ern world some times turns away from ac -
knowl edg ing its debt to it.

There are les sons in the Law for the New
Cre ation also. Our Lord said the Law was
embod ied in two great com mand ments. “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
This is the first and great com mand ment. And
the sec ond is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy
neigh bour as thy self. On these two com mand -
ments hang all the law and the proph ets”
(Mat thew 22:37-40; com pare Deu ter on omy
6:5 and Levit i cus 19:18). A law of this gran -
deur is wor thy of our focused attention.

The prin ci ples of the Law—the Spirit of
the Law—apply to us. “The righ teous ness of
the law [is] ful filled in us, who walk … after
the Spirit” (Romans 8:4). God has gra ciously
“made us able min is ters … of the spirit [and]
the spirit giv eth life” (2 Corin thi ans 3:5,6). By 
this means we may “serve him [God] with out
fear, in holi ness and righ teous ness … all the
days of our life” (Luke 1:74, 75).

The Ten Com mand ments

The essence of the Law was given to Israel
briefly in the Ten Com mand ments. These
were inscribed by the fin ger of God on tab lets
of stone, and later inscribed a sec ond time by
Moses, on a new set of tab lets pre pared by
Moses at God’s direc tion (Exo dus 31:18;
32:16; 34:1,28). The first inscrib ing may
rep re sent the giv ing of the Law by God dur -
ing the Jew ish age. Those tab lets were bro ken
because of Israel’s rebel lion, rep re sent ing that
Israel failed to keep the law prop erly; so this
arrange ment was “bro ken” at the end of the

Jew ish Age. The sec ond inscrib ing may rep re -
sent the work of Christ dur ing the Gos pel
Age, writ ing the law within our hearts, pre pa -
ra tory to our admin is ter ing its prin ci ples to
man kind dur ing the Mil len nium, after the
present age closes.

But before these com mand ments were writ -
ten even the first time, Israel heard them audi -
bly from a boom ing voice ema nat ing from
heaven. (Com pare Exo dus 19:25, 20:1, 19,
Deu ter on omy 5:4, 22.) The occa sion was so
impos ing and awe some the peo ple sub se -
quently asked Moses to inter vene for them,
receive the words of God him self, and then
com mu ni cate the pre cepts of God to them.

So as we approach our Heav enly Father,
we per ceive an impos ing won der and awe and
gran deur that we feel we can not com pre hend
or prop erly respond to. But our Lord Jesus is
appointed to teach us, instruct us, and plant
the pre cepts of God within us, so that we can
receive them, apply them, and be trans formed
by them, “that ye may prove what is that good,
and accept able, and per fect, will of God”
(Romans 12:2).

The Ar range ment of the Com mand -
ments

There are two rec i ta tions of the Ten Com -
mand ments, one in Exo dus 20 that records
the orig i nal epi sode, another in Deu ter on omy
5 which is Moses’ later rec ol lec tion of the ex -
pe ri ence while address ing the Isra el ites near
the end of the forty years in the wil der ness.
We will fol low the Exodus account.

There is a rea son able order in the sequence
of the com mand ments which is part of what
Divine Wis dom com mit ted to us through the
Isra el ites. The first five com mand ments per tain 
to our wor ship and duties to God, the sec ond
set of five are spe cific pro hi bi tions of sins
against our fel lows. That there were two tab lets 
used to record the Law, in itself high lights this
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top i cal seg re ga tion of the com mand ments into
two parts.

If it has been some time since one has read
through the account, we rec om mend read ing
it from the Scrip tures again. It is remark ably
brief for such riv et ing con tent, a mere sev en teen 
verses, open ing the twen ti eth chap ter of Exo -
dus. It is sim ple, ele gant, and the loft ier for its
brev ity. Yet it still makes room for some lovely
nuances, and even a wel come prom ise attached 
to the fifth com mand in particular.

Below is a brief sum mary in list form to
make it easy to remem ber the com mands in
sequence. Some bemoan the fact that even such
a list is not gen er ally mem o rized by peo ple
today. We agree, and encour age all to put
these brief com mands, in sequence, into mem -
ory. 

w Have no other gods be fore Je ho vah

w No graven im ages for wor ship

w Do not take the name of God in vain

w Do keep the Sab bath holy

w Do hon our thy fa ther and mother

w Do not kill

w Do not com mit adul tery

w Do not steal

w Do not bear false wit ness

w Do not covet

The sequence within the sec ond set is most
rea son able; these five pro hi bi tions of con duct
against our neigh bor are ranked accord ing to
the seri ous ness of the offense. They are stated
so suc cinctly in Scrip ture that we can eas ily
quote the pas sage “Thou shalt not kill. Thou
shalt not com mit adul tery. Thou shalt not
steal. Thou shalt not bear false wit ness against
thy neigh bour. Thou shalt not covet thy neigh -
bour’s house,” wife, ser vants, ani mals, “nor
any thing that is thy neigh bour’s” (Exodus
20:13-17).

All of God’s peo ple, with out excep tion, ob -
serve these com mands. Even if by fault or slip
they are trans gressed, the con science of the
brother or sis ter over taken in the fault would
surely drive them to the throne of grace. They
should also make amends for the mis deeds,
and to “make straight paths for [their] feet, lest 
that which is lame be turned out of the way; but 
… it rather be healed” (Hebrews 12:13). At
least so with the gross sins head ing this sec ond
por tion. But what about the sin of cov et ing?
This goes to the mind where trans gres sions are

not so vis i ble. Here a Chris tian rec og nizes a
greater chal lenge on the bat tle field of expe ri -
ence.

Then we turn to the words of our Lord, and 
rec og nize that even the grosser sins have sub tler 
forms that the more readily can ensnare us.
Might we think ill of our brother and speak
unjustly against him, slay ing his rep u ta tion or
steal ing his honor? (Mat thew 5:22) Might our 
gaze and thought fix upon a pleas ant sub ject
and engen der an impure thought? (Mat thew
5:28) We then have cause for appre ci at ing the
coun sel of James: “The wis dom that is from
above is … pure … peace able … gen tle …
easy to be intreated … full of mercy … with out 
par tial ity [or] hypoc risy” (James 3:17).

The First Set

The first set of five have pri or ity since they
per tain to our wor ship of God; they are given
at sub stan tially greater length and com ment
than the lat ter five.

The first two seem straight for ward: no false 
gods and no idol wor ship even if the idol is
sup posed to rep re sent Jeho vah (such as the
golden calf). Imag ine if Israel had observed
these two sim ple but fun da men tal rules through
the cen tu ries, how much heart ache, anguish,
and destruc tion they would have avoided—
from the apos tasy of Jero boam, to the treach ery 
of Jezebel, to the burn ing of Jew ish babies to an 
idol of Molech, to escap ing the rav ages of plun -
der, cap tiv ity, and death brought by hea then
armies. What sweet coun sel are the words of
the psalm ist: “The fear of the LORD is the
begin ning of wis dom … to him belongs eter nal
praise” (Psalm 111:10, NIV). And the words
of the aged apos tle, clos ing out his first epis tle:
“Lit tle chil dren, keep your selves from idols”
(1 John 5:21).

“Do not take the name of God in vain.”
This was an injunc tion against sol emn oaths
deceit fully engaged, a crime against God
whose name was thus defamed. Prob a bly few
today take oaths in the name of Jeho vah that
they intend to break. In this respect, the com -
mand is prob a bly sel dom infracted in mod ern
soci ety. But the weaker sis ter to this sin—the
pro fane use of “God”—is so pro lific and
mind less it swells to the most fre quent, per va -
sive (and repug nant) on the list. Let none of
the breth ren who live to honor God so degrade
the holy name as to use it for a casual ex cla ma -
tion!
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The fourth com mand respects the wor ship
of Jeho vah. The pur pose of the Sab bath was to 
set aside one day out of seven for holy things by 
refus ing to engage in sec u lar work: “Remem -
ber the Sab bath day, to keep it holy” (Exo dus
20:8). As God sanc ti fied the sev enth day, so
Israel was to respect that exam ple (verses 10,
11). In the Chris tian era the day of pub lic wor -
ship and ces sa tion of mun dane enter prise is
Sunday, in honor of our Lord’s res ur rec tion.
There is a ten dency to vio late the spirit of this
blessed com mand by declin ing the advan tage
pecu liar to this cus tom. Instead of infring ing
upon the spir i tual, by the forces of com mon
gain, let us rather expand our use of Sunday
gath er ings, fel low ship, study, vis it ing, exhor ta -
tion, read ing, and rejoic ing in the spirit. Let
us cir cum spectly guard the priv i lege. (See the
mel lif lu ous coun sel on this point in Stud ies in
the Scrip tures, vol. 6, pp. 388-390.)

“Hon our thy father and thy mother: that thy 
days may be long upon the land which the
LORD thy God giv eth thee” (Exo dus 20:12).
As Paul observes, this is the first com mand -
ment with a prom ise attached: “Chil dren, obey 
your par ents in the Lord: for this is right. Hon -
our thy father and mother; which is the first
com mand ment with prom ise; That it may be
well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the 

earth” (Ephe sians 6:1-3). Par ents rep re sent
God’s author ity in the fam ily. Thus this com -
mand is appro pri ate to the first set of com -
mands respect ing our wor ship and respect to
God. Let our honor of those whose lives have
been mort gaged for our inter ests, be not of con -
straint, but from appre cia tive and lov ing hearts. 
The older we grow, the more mel low with ap -
pre ci a tion should we be, the more so as we
learn by life’s expe ri ence the value and cost
expended upon us in our youth. The prin ci ple
can extend also to our spir i tual fathers (1 Tim -
o thy 1:2; 5:17), but not at the expense of the
for mer.

Pleas ant Re quire ments

Are these com mands not won der fully pure,
noble, and good? Is there any thing here at all
oner ous? Is there any rea son to shrink from
the blessed direc tives that Divine Wis dom
pro vided so long ago?

“Who so ever there fore shall break one of
these least com mand ments, and shall teach men
so, he shall be called the least in the king dom
of heaven: but who so ever shall do and teach
them, the same shall be called great in the king -
dom of heaven” (Mat thew 5:19). We can “be
called great in the king dom of heaven” by
observ ing such pleas ant require ments. What a
pro posal to rejoice a holy heart!
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Law and Health

The Mosaic Law pre scribed cov ered sew er age in Deu ter on omy 23:12,13. It was
not until the indus trial rev o lu tion that the world resumed the prac tice, and with it

came an increase in life expec tancy (from forty to now over sev enty years).
Eat ing fat was for bid den in Levit i cus 3:17. Mod ern med i cine now tells us that eat -

ing fat con trib utes to both cor o nary dis ease and cancer.
The Law declared peo ple who con tacted dead bod ies to be unhealthy, and also

 prescribed a soap-and-water cleans ing (Num bers 19:2-22). When in 1847 Ignaz
Semmelweis required hand-wash ing for med i cal per son nel before each patient visit in
the mater nity ward, the one-in-six woman mor tal ity rate plunged; nev er the less, he was
rid i culed and lost his job (and the mor tal ity rate soared again). Thirty years later the
bac te ri o log i cal basis became known, and anti sep tic pro ce dures were then required in
all hospitals.

The Law of Moses was a rad i cal depar ture from the med i cal prac tices of Egypt
(Papy rus Elbers). The agnos tic is left to pon der whether Moses was the great est
research M.D. in  history, or whether the Designer and Cre ator gave him the infor ma -
tion. Mod ern med i cal  science is learn ing—just 3,500 years late!

—None of These Dis eases, S.I. McMillen, M.D.
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Christ Died Once for All,
and Our Gratitude
For as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.—1 Corin thi ans 15:22, NRSV

Wil liam Dutka

We are most thank ful for Paul’s let ters 
to our breth ren in Rome and Gala -
tia. Al though they were writ ten pri -

mar ily to clear up a con tro versy that ex isted in
the early church, their con tents are in valu able
to our more per fect un der stand ing of jus ti fi ca -
tion by faith. Even with the apos tles as per -
sonal in struc tors, the sub ject of jus ti fi ca tion
by faith was a dif fi cult con cept for the early
church to fully grasp. We can see through the
Scrip tures that bib li cal un der stand ing takes
time, pa tience, study, and the holy spirit to
 illuminate our minds to know and un der stand
the will of God (2 Co rin thi ans 2:14-16; 1 Pe -
ter 1:10).

The con gre ga tions at Rome and Galatia
were quite diverse, and with diver sity comes
con tro versy. Some in the church were Jews
trained under the law while oth ers were Gen -
tiles. A con ten tion arose about how one is
accepted into the body of Christ.

Many of the Jew ish breth ren, trained under
the pre cepts of Moses, had dif fi culty real iz ing
that the law itself was not some thing to be wor -
shipped. They did not fully grasp that its pur -
pose was to be a school mas ter to bring them to
Christ, to keep them strang ers and aliens from
the nations that sur rounded them. Why should
the law bring them to an appre ci a tion and need 
for a Mes siah? We believe that if they were
rightly exer cised by the pre cepts of the law,
drawn by the fin ger of God, they would real ize
that no one except a per fect man could per -
fectly keep the laws of God.

Paul attempted to help them under stand
that when they accepted Jesus as the Mes siah,
they could no lon ger claim their righ teous ness
was through the law (Galatians 2:21). Paul
con tinued his argu ment: “O you poor and silly
and thought less and unre flect ing and sense less
Galatians! Who has fas ci nated or be witched or 
cast a spell over you, unto whom—right before
your very eyes—Jesus Christ (the Mes siah)
was openly and graph i cally set forth and por -

trayed as cru ci fied? Let me ask you this one
ques tion: Did you receive the [holy] spirit as
the result of obey ing the Law and doing
its works, or was it by hear ing [the mes sage
of the gos pel] and believ ing [it]? [Was it from
observ ing a law of rit u als or from a mes sage of
faith?] Are you so fool ish and so sense less and
so silly? Hav ing begun [your new life spir i tu -
ally] with the [holy] spirit, are you now reach -
ing per fec tion [by depend ence] on the flesh?”
(Galatians 3:1-3, Ampli fied).

Jus ti fi ca tion was not an easy doc trine for the
church through the ages to com pre hend. Even
the Lord’s brother James seemed tem po rarily
hes i tant on the sub ject. Luke tells us, “When
they heard it, they praised God. Then they
said to him, You see, brother, how many thou -
sands of believ ers there are among the Jews,
and they are all zeal ous for the law. They have
been told about you that you teach all the Jews
liv ing among the Gen tiles to for sake Moses,
and that you tell them not to cir cum cise their
chil dren or observe the cus toms” (Acts 21:20,
21, NRSV).

We believe Paul made a con ces sion with out 
vio lat ing prin ci ple by fol low ing the advice of
the elders at Jeru sa lem. Luke tells us, “So do
what we tell you. We have four men who are
under a vow. Join these men, go through the
rite of puri fi ca tion with them, and pay for the
shav ing of their heads. Thus all will know that
there is noth ing in what they have been told
about you, but that you your self observe and
guard the law” (Acts 21:23,24, NRSV).

Even though Paul’s under stand ing of the
mat ter was cor rect, he agreed to purify him self
in the tem ple. It is here that we get another
glimpse of the char ac ter of Paul. If peace, with -
out com pro mise, could be gained, his breth ren
could be gained, and this would allow the Gen -
tile con verts an equal stand ing with the Jews.
He was will ing to set tle the mat ter at the cost of 
per sonal humil i a tion.
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The Dark Ages

The medieval church also had its dif fi culty
under stand ing justification by faith. Although it 
was not a con tro versy about being right eous by 
keep ing the law, the medieval church thought
that “works” was a means to attain sal va tion.

Medi eval reli gion taught that sal va tion was
not by grace, but acquired through pen ance,
prayers, indul gences, or works to be per formed 
by the pen i tent in rep a ra tion for sins com mit -
ted. This ide ol ogy grew and became a great
source of rev e nue and power for the reign ing
church at Rome. It became the heart, the life-
blood, and man’s new means for sal va tion.

Mur der ers, cov e nant break ers, liars, and all
wicked per sons could sup pos edly be absolved
by a sim ple indul gence. A few coins in the cof -
fer and one could become white as snow (but
see Psalm 51:5-7). One could even pay for
abso lu tion in advance of the sin being com mit -
ted (but see Romans 6:1-4; 1 Corin thi ans 6:9; 
1 John 3:8,9). Oh how Jesus’ sac ri fice was
made null and void! 

A dif fi culty arises in the true under stand ing
of “good works” as stated in the epis tle of
James. Good works should be the con duct or
demeanor of those who are in com mu nion with
God. Mis un der stand ings arise when one con -
sid ers the “good works” as the vehi cle that
affords us an oppor tu nity to have a rela tion ship 
with God.

If only the medieval church could have
grasped the proper thought that both James
and Paul attempted to con vey. Paul tells us
that, “In him we have redemp tion through his
blood, the for give ness of our tres passes, accord -
ing to the riches of his grace” (Ephe sians 1:7
NRSV). But the church of the dark ages sold
sal va tion as fire insur ance. Bibles were unavail -
able. Even if one could find a Bible, or afford
to pur chase one, it was usu ally writ ten in an
unknown tongue (1 Corin thi ans 14:14-19). 

The Ref or ma tion

As we enter the Ref or ma tion, and eagerly
push open its his tor i cal door, it is as though
we are trans ported to another place in time—
a new soci ety, a soci ety on the brink of change. 
We can not open this his tor i cal door with out
giv ing honor to those faith ful ones who pre -
ceded the thun der ous reformers, and paved
the way: Wycliffe, Huss, Wessel, and other
expos i tors whose writ ings con vey the mes sage

extolled dur ing the Ref or ma tion. They lived
dur ing the morn ing of that glo ri ous day. But
the time to trum pet the mes sage had to wait
until 1517.

It is at this time, that we come face-to-face
with the most prom i nent voice of the Ref or ma -
tion: Mar tin Luther. We believe his own per -
sonal weight of unwor thi ness that he felt
equaled his zeal to trum pet the mes sage he
under stood in the Scrip tures (J. Kittelson,
Luther the Reformer; Augsburg Pub lish ing
House, 1986, p. 56f). “Unless I am con victed
by Scrip ture and plain rea son, I do not accept
the author ity of popes and coun cils, for they
have con tra dicted each other—my con science
is cap tive to the Word of God” (Roland H.
Bainton, Here I Stand, A Life of Mar tin
Luther, Nash ville: Abingdon Press, 1950). 

Some his to ri ans ques tion that Luther stood
before Charles V and added, “Here I stand; I
can do no other. My con science is held cap tive
to the will of God.” (Chris tian His tory, 11, 2
[#34], p. 50). How ever, we believe this quo -
ta tion is the spirit of the Ref or ma tion! All the
reform ers could do noth ing but zeal ously bend
to the will of God and pro claim the truth. This, 
we believe, was his sen ti ment, as well as of the
faith ful reform ers and breth ren of his day, whose 
dil i gence to con science freed the bands of those 
minds held in bond age by the teach ings of the
priests.

It was the Luthers, the Tyndales, the
Zwinglis, and the Melancthons of the Ref or -
ma tion who her alded lit er ally in the moun tains, 
val leys, and hills that sal va tion is free! (J. H.
Merle d’Aubigne, For God and His Peo ple,
p. XXV. Reprinted: BJU Press, 2000.) Paul
reaf firms this thought: “For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result
of works, so that no one may boast. For we are
what he has made us, cre ated in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God pre pared before -
hand to be our way of life” (Ephe sians 2:8-10, 
NRSV).

It seems the unfold ing of the reformer’s
under stand ing began with the phrase “righ t -
eous ness of God” as that by which the right -
eous per son lives by the gift of God; and thus,
“the righ teous ness of God is revealed,” to refer 
to a pas sive righ teous ness, not requir ing spe -
cific works, by which the mer ci ful God jus ti fies
us by faith, “as it is writ ten, The one who is
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right eous will live by faith” (Habakkuk 2:4;
Romans 1:17, NRSV; ).

This redis cov ered ele ment of truth lifted the
per sonal weight of unwor thi ness off the shoul -
ders of the Lord’s peo ple. God cov ers our iniq -
ui ties through the robe of righ teous ness, or
through the blood of his son, and this mech a -
nism gives us access to com mune directly with
him. We do not approach God through a
church, an orga ni za tion, or through indul -
gences, rel ics, spe cial ser vices, or the light ing of 
can dles. We have the priv i lege to approach
him through, and because of, Jesus’ death, the
blood of his sac ri fice; this is the con duit that
God designed for sin ful man to draw near him.

The Ref or ma tion had a remark able neg a -
tive impact on Papacy’s power. The truth, the
Scrip tures now pub lished in known lan guages,
wounded the beast. John tells us, “One of its
heads seemed to have received a death-blow,
but its mor tal wound had been healed. In
amaze ment the whole earth fol lowed the beast” 
(Rev e la tion 13:3, NRSV).

The End of the Age

It is not until we exam ine the his tory of the
church that we appre ci ate our pres ent under -
stand ing of God’s plans and pur poses. We
have the means and abil ity to pur chase Bibles, 
Bible helps, and vast resources that give us
greater insight into the Scrip tures. We are
truly rich! Our under stand ing of jus ti fi ca tion
was made clear again at the end of the age
through the pen of Pas tor Rus sell and the
labors of oth ers.

More than our breth ren who lived dur ing
other peri ods of the devel op ment of the church, 
we have a clearer under stand ing of the doc trine 
of jus ti fi ca tion: “There is sal va tion in no one
else, for there is no other name under heaven
given among mor tals by which we must be
saved” (Acts 4:12, NRSV).

We are not “saved” nor safe by believ ing in
addi tional “books” of the Bible, unique prac -
tices, or cel e brat ing holy days, indul gences,
attend ing ser vices, or receiv ing spe cial gifts of
the spirit. Any addi tional require ments, other
than through belief in Jesus, become a snare
and delu sion from the adver sary (2 Thessa -
lonians 2:10-12). From the Scrip tures we
know that sal va tion can be obtained only one
way, and one way alone, through a belief in
him who died for us.

Christ’s merit (value) is essen tial for sal va -
tion. Our jus ti fi ca tion by faith sig ni fies a right -
eous con di tion, accept able to God through
faith in Jesus’ sac ri fice, in his merit. We must
appro pri ate Christ’s merit, the value that was
in him, to our selves. By doing this we put on
Christ, not merely by faith, but more and more
we put on his char ac ter and are trans formed
into his glo ri ous image. This trans for ma tion
takes place in one’s mind, and the out ward
man i fes ta tion is in one’s actions—an index of
our heart inten tions (Romans 4:25 to 5:2,
ASV).

The Re demp tive Work 

“There fore, just as sin came into the world
through one man, and death came through sin,
and so death spread to all because all have
sinned—sin was indeed in the world before
the law, but sin is not reck oned (Strong’s
#1677) when there is no law. Yet death exer -
cised do min ion from Adam to Moses, even
over those whose sins were not like the trans -
gres sion of Adam, who is a type of the one
who was to come” (Romans 5:12-14, NRSV). 
We under stand Paul’s state ment, “For the
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God
is eter nal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ro -
mans 6:23, NRSV).

Though the pen alty, death, was in the world 
before the law because of Adam’s dis obe di -
ence, sin was not reck oned, for there was no
law. Sin was not pointed out before the law.
There was no stan dard; the fin ger of God had
not set the tables of the law. Exo dus con firms
Paul’s thoughts: “When God fin ished speak -
ing with Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him
the two tab lets of the cov e nant, tab lets of stone, 
writ ten with the fin ger of God” (Exo dus
31:18, NRSV).

Thus the Law should have been the school -
mas ter to bring the nation to Christ where they
could be jus ti fied by faith. Those that had a
proper heart con di tion would real ize that while 
born under the Law, they could not meet its
high stan dards. They were born in sin and
shaped in iniq uity (Psalm 51:5). Hum ble ser -
vants under the Law knew that they needed a
Mes siah. In ret ro spect, the Law was but an
instru ment to prop erly develop the con scious -
ness of one’s per sonal imper fec tions.

Some inter pret Romans 4:15 to mean that
if no law exists, one can not be held account able 
since one can not be held account able for what
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one does n’t know. But one does not escape the
judg ment of the law because of igno rance. The
Scrip tures tell us that through Adam the
human race is con demned, and through the
law per sonal sin is brought to light. In the con -
text of Romans 4:15 we see that no one can
escape Adam ic con dem na tion, yet God is
pleased by those who have faith in his prom -
ises.

There fore, as Romans 4:22 states, there is a 
reck oned righ teous ness in faith of God’s prom -
ises and a free dom from guilt (Romans 4:6-
8,10). This takes place first by hear ing, then
by under stand ing, and finally by accept ing the
prom ises of God. Our actions are a vital ized
result of our under stand ing. Our sanc ti fi ca tion
must bear fruits of righ teous ness because “Faith
with out works is dead” (James 2:14-17).

In Galatians 3:24,25 we are told that the
nation of Israel was under the law and was
mea sured by the same stan dard; they all had
the same oppor tu nity. Some were atten tive and 
heard the Mas ter’s words, but most of the
nation was blinded. The result was that a num -
ber ded i cated their lives to the dispensational
truth our Lord taught, while many expe ri enced 
the wrath of the Romans years later.

Death to Life

In Romans 5 Paul designs a proof estab lish -
ing the grounds to believe that Adam, through 
dis obe di ence, for feited all his rights to life and
to earth; Jesus by his death as a cor re spond ing 
price, paid a full and exact off set for Adam
and, con se quently, for all his pos ter ity (Stud -
ies in the Scrip tures, vol. 5, p. 428).

Using Strong’s con cor dance, con sider the
beau ti ful equal ity of this argu ment: “There fore 
just as one man’s tres pass (#3900) led to con -
dem na tion (#2631) for all, so one man’s act
of righ teous ness (#1345) leads to jus ti fi ca tion
(#1347) (unto acquit tal which brings with it
the bestow ment of life) and life for all. For just
as by the one man’s dis obe di ence (#3876) the 
many (#4183) were made sin ners, so by the
one man’s obe di ence (#5218) the many
(#4183) will be made right eous (#1342).
But law came in, with the result that the tres -
pass (#3900) mul ti plied; but where sin in -
creased, grace abounded all the more, so that,
just as sin exer cised domin ion in death, so

grace might also exer cise domin ion through
jus ti fi ca tion (#1343) lead ing to “eter nal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans
5:18-21, NRSV).

The Priv i lege of Grace

We have the priv i lege of trav el ing through the
chron i cles of Chris tian his tory, and reflect ing
on the faith ful voices of the past. Those ear -
nest seek ers of truth were car ry ing the torch of
truth. Yes, they were faith ful, quiet, hum ble
breth ren who had the priv i lege in God’s plans
and pur poses to act out their lives in accor -
dance to his will. Their desire, just like the
Mas ter’s, was to do the will of him who sent
them (John 6:38).

There is no grander time, no grander place,
and no grander oppor tu nity than the priv i lege
of now being work men with Christ (2 Corin -
thi ans 6:1; 1 Corin thi ans 3:9). Although it
is a rea son able ser vice, it becomes so grand,
so great that one can hardly believe we have
“grace.” Yes, we have been given favor to know 
him, touch him, hear him (1 John 1:1) not only
through the pages of the Scrip tures, but
through each and every one of God’s dear chil -
dren.

Such worth less rags have we, but God loved 
us. He loved his human fam ily, and trusted
that his son’s death would not be in vain. As
we are priv i leged to under stand in greater
depth the intent of Christ’s min is try and death
on our behalf, and as his expres sion of love is
cast open before our eyes, let us run, and throw 
aside every weight and the sin that eas ily besets 
us (Hebrews 12:1).

Let noth ing, whether small or great, sep a -
rate us from his pre cious love. May our feed ing 
upon the word increase our affec tion, appre ci a -
tion, for Christ’s death, and increase our zeal.

We need to “redeem the time,” and fix our
eyes on Jesus (Colossians 4:5). Drink up the
word of God, pray for wis dom from above, and 
allow the holy spirit to trans form our con -
science—the new mind. Let us not con form to
the opin ions, cus toms, or pol i cies of this age,
but live as though the New Age has begun
(2 Peter 1:4; 3:13). There fore, our prayer is
that the strength and power of the Mes siah
may rest (yes, may pitch a tent over and dwell)
upon us! (2 Corin thi ans 12:9).
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A Prac ti cal Pre scrip tion

Jesus’ Example, Our Character
Stand in awe, and sin not: com mune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still.
Selah.—Psalm 4:4, ASV

Rick Suraci

The ef fects Je sus’ ex am ple should have
on our char ac ters can scarcely be mea -
sured, for they can be both nu mer ous

and pro found, sub tle and in ter nal, life chang -
ing and clear. To be gin to un der stand the
depth of these po ten tial ef fects, it is proper for
us to do as the psalm ist in structs: to stand
in awe, com mune with our hearts, to be still.
Selah.

The mean ing of “Selah” is impor tant.
Strong’s defines Selah as “sus pen sion (of
music), pause.” Some com men tar ies add: “It
is held by some to mean a ‘pause, sus pen sion,
or hold ing back,’ either of the sing ing of the
psalm for a musi cal inter lude or of both sing ing 
and instru men tal music for silent med i ta tion.
In either event, the pause was doubt less used to 
make the fact or sen ti ment just expressed more
impres sive, to allow the full import of the last
utter ance to sink in.”

The import is sim ple: if we are to truly com -
pre hend the impact of Jesus on our lives, we
need to “con sider [med i tate on] him,” and
pause. Stop the sing ing, stop the music, get
quiet and reflect on the whole of Jesus: his
words, actions, inten tions and thoughts.

“Wait for Jeho vah: Be strong, and let thy
heart take cour age; Yea, wait thou for Jeho -
vah” (Psalm 27:14, ASV). We are told to
wait. To help our reten tion of the les son at
hand, let us use that word “wait” as an acro -
nym for explor ing Jesus’ exam ple in the four
major areas of our char ac ter:

Words   Actions   Intentions   Thoughts

As we pur sue this line of rea son ing, let us
first observe that we are start ing from out ward
man i fes ta tions (Words and Actions) of the
inward activ i ties of heart and mind.

WORDS

There is no faster method of build ing up, or of 
tear ing down, than our words:

“His mouth is full of curs ing and deceit and
fraud: under his tongue is mis chief and van ity”
(Psalm 10:7).

“Thy tongue deviseth mis chiefs; like a sharp 
razor, work ing deceit fully. Thou lovest evil
more than good; and lying rather than to speak 
righ teous ness. Selah. Thou lovest all devour -
ing words, O thou deceit ful tongue.” (Psalm
52:2-4).

Words can be utterly destruc tive:
“Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying

lips, and from a deceit ful tongue” (Psalm
120:2).

Here is what Jesus says about our words:
“Either make the tree good, and its fruit good;
or make the tree cor rupt, and its fruit cor rupt:
for the tree is known by its fruit. Ye off spring
of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good
things? for out of the abun dance of the heart
the mouth speaketh. The good man out of his
good trea sure bringeth forth good things: and
the evil man out of his evil trea sure bringeth
forth evil things. And I say unto you, that every 
idle word that men shall speak, they shall give
account thereof in the day of judg ment. For by
thy words thou shalt be jus ti fied, and by thy
words thou shalt be con demned.” (Mat thew
12:33-37, ASV).

How did Jesus use the power of his own
words? In the account of Jesus’ expe ri ence with 
the cen tu rion it is the great faith of that cen tu -
rion that revealed the power of Jesus words:
“And the cen tu rion answered and said, Lord,
I am not wor thy that thou shouldest come
under my roof; but only say the word, and my
ser vant shall be healed” (Mat thew 8:8, ASV).
He observed that no phys i cal action was re -
quired of Jesus to heal, just his spo ken word.

In the account of Jesus and his dis ci ples on
the ship dur ing a storm, it is again mere words
that caused the tumult to cease: “But he was in 
the stern, asleep on the cush ion; and they woke 
him up and said to him, Teacher, do you not
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care that we are per ish ing? He woke up and
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, Peace!
Be still! Then the wind ceased, and there was
a dead calm.” (Mark 4:38,39, NRSV).

Jesus’ words were always pow er ful for good, 
for his words were always a reflec tion of the
will of his Father. In this we can begin to
under stand how his exam ple ought to be re -
flected in our lives. Our words also should
reflect the heav enly Father’s will. This can only 
be accom plished—and fleet ingly, at best—if
we are immersed in his word and allow his
spirit to guide our tongues.

“But beware of men: for they will deliver
you up to coun cils, and in their syn a gogues
they will scourge you; yea and before gov er nors 
and kings shall ye be brought for my sake, for a
tes ti mony to them and to the Gen tiles. But
when they deliver you up, be not anx ious how
or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you
in that hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye 
that speak, but the Spirit of your Father that
speaketh in you.”—Mat thew 10:17-20, ASV

The chal lenge here, as with the other three
areas of our char ac ters, is that we are not Jesus, 
we are not per fect, and our judg ment can eas ily 
be skewed by our fallen con di tion. Words can
make or break us. They can be weap ons of
mass destruc tion or a sooth ing balm of heal ing. 
As we go about our daily tasks, we bear the
respon si bil ity of being ambas sa dors for Christ
and that ambas sa dor ship is often inter preted
by our words. What do our words say about
our rep re sen ta tion of Christ? Do they draw
others to him?

Issues such as con tro versy and righ teous in -
dig na tion are areas that require great care and
will be dis cussed when we con sider “inten -
tions.” These areas are per haps the most dif fi -
cult for us to clearly fil ter our words, for emo -
tion and ego are apt to influ ence what we say.

We see that Jesus always spoke words that
were meant for good, to ful fill his Father’s will
and to bring those to whom he spoke as close to 
the truth as was pos si ble. We also should pat -
tern our words in such a man ner. Selah.

AC TIONS

The unmis tak able evi dences of our hearts are
our actions. Jesus taught us that our actions
reflect our alle giance:

“Every one there fore that heareth these
words of mine, and doeth them, shall be lik -
ened unto a wise man, who built his house

upon the rock: and the rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell not: for it was
founded upon the rock.” (Mat thew 7:24-26,
ASV).

“No ser vant can serve two mas ters: for
either he will hate the one, and love the other;
or else he will hold to the one, and despise the
other. Ye can not serve God and mam mon.”
(Luke 16:13).

The strength of Jesus’ actions is reflected in:

His obe di ence: Jesus chose to sub mit and 
thereby became sal va tion: “In the days of his
flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and sup pli ca -
tions, with loud cries and tears, to the one who
was able to save him from death, and he was
heard because of his rev er ent sub mis sion. Al -
though he was a Son, he learned obe di ence
through what he suf fered; and hav ing been
made per fect, he became the source of eter nal
sal va tion for all who obey him, hav ing been
des ig nated by God a high priest accord ing to
the order of Melchizedek.” (Hebrews 5:7-10,
NRSV).

His com pas sion: Jesus always had time
for those in need: “And Jesus went about all
the cit ies and vil lages, teach ing in their syn a -
gogues, and preach ing the gos pel of the king -
dom, and heal ing every sick ness and every dis -
ease among the peo ple. But when he saw the
mul ti tudes, he was moved with com pas sion on
them, because they fainted, and were scat tered
abroad, as sheep hav ing no shep herd.” (Mat -
thew 9:35,36).

His con vic tion: Jesus not only clears the
tem ple, he then teaches its proper use: “And
they came to Jeru sa lem: and Jesus went into the 
tem ple, and began to cast out them that sold
and bought in the tem ple, and over threw the
tables of the mon ey chang ers, and the seats of
them that sold doves; And would not suf fer
that any man should carry any ves sel through
the tem ple. And he taught, say ing unto them,
Is it not writ ten, My house shall be called of all
nations the house of prayer? but ye have made
it a den of thieves. And the scribes and chief
priests heard it, and sought how they might
destroy him: for they feared him, because all
the peo ple was aston ished at his doc trine.”
(Mark 11:15-18).

Jesus’ exam ple shows us how to use the
power of our actions for good:
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Learn of him first: “Come unto me,
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my bur den is light.” (Mat -
thew 11:28-30).

Care for one another prop erly: “My
friends, if any one is detected in a trans gres sion, 
you who have received the Spirit should restore 
such a one in a spirit of gen tle ness. Take care
that you your selves are not tempted. Bear one
another’s bur dens, and in this way you will
 fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:1,2,
NRSV).

Lis ten: We have two ears and one mouth
for a rea son! “You must under stand this, my
beloved: let every one be quick to lis ten, slow to
speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not
pro duce God’s righ teous ness” (James 1:19,
20, NRSV).

Live self lessly: “If I speak in the tongues
of mor tals and of angels, but do not have love, I 
am a noisy gong or a clang ing cym bal. And if
I have pro phetic pow ers, and under stand all
mys ter ies and all knowl edge, and if I have all
faith, so as to remove moun tains, but do not
have love, I am noth ing. If I give away all my
pos ses sions, and if I hand over my body so that
I may boast, but do not have love, I gain noth -
ing.” (1 Corin thi ans 13:1-3, NRSV).

We see that Jesus’ actions were per fectly
con gru ent with the will of his Father. He did
those things which were nec es sary, those things 
which were kind and those things which were
wise in his Father’s eyes. His actions defined
his mis sion and his alle giance. Our actions,
while “there is none righ teous, no not one”
(Romans 3:10), must be trained to fol low the
same path. We must daily work to do with our
might what our hands find to do in his ser vice,
we must daily work to fight off the sloth and
self ish ness of the old man and do those things
that would clearly reflect Christ in us. Selah.

IN TEN TIONS

Inten tions are the bridge over which thoughts
travel to become actions or words. It is of the
utmost impor tance to firmly guard this bridge,
for the things we let pass over it are the things
that define our con se cra tion. Jesus spoke
clearly of inten tions and their result ing actions
and the result ing con se quence or bless ing:
“Take heed that ye do not your righ teous ness

before men, to be seen of them: else ye have
no reward with your Father who is in heaven.
When there fore thou doest alms, sound not a
trum pet before thee, as the hyp o crites do in
the syn a gogues and in the streets, that they
may have glory of men. Ver ily I say unto you,
They have received their reward. But when
thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know
what thy right hand doeth: that thine alms
may be in secret: and thy Father who seeth in
secret shall rec om pense thee. And when ye
pray, ye shall not be as the hyp o crites: for they 
love to stand and pray in the syn a gogues and
in the cor ners of the streets, that they may be
seen of men. Ver ily I say unto you, They have 
received their reward. But thou, when thou
prayest, enter into thine inner cham ber, and
hav ing shut thy door, pray to thy Father who
is in secret, and thy Father who seeth in secret 
shall rec om pense thee.” (Mat thew 6:1-6,
ASV).

Jesus’ own inten tions were clear: his Father’s
will, his Father’s will, his Father’s will! 

“Mean while the dis ci ples were urg ing him,
Rabbi, eat some thing. But he said to them, I
have food to eat that you do not know about.
So the dis ci ples said to one another, Surely no
one has brought him some thing to eat? Jesus
said to them, My food is to do the will of him
who sent me and to com plete his work.” (John
4:31-34, NRSV).

“And the devil said to him, To you I will
give their glory and all this author ity; for it has
been given over to me, and I give it to any one I
please. If you, then, will wor ship me, it will all
be yours. Jesus answered him, It is writ ten,
Wor ship the Lord your God, and serve only
him.” (Luke 4:6-8, NRSV).

“From that time on, Jesus began to show
his dis ci ples that he must go to Jeru sa lem and
undergo great suf fer ing at the hands of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and on the third day be raised. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him,
say ing, God for bid it, Lord! This must never
hap pen to you. But he turned and said to
Peter, Get behind me, Satan! You are a stum -
bling block to me; for you are set ting your
mind not on divine things but on human things. 
Then Jesus told his dis ci ples, If any want to
become my fol low ers, let them deny them selves
and take up their cross and fol low me. For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
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those who lose their life for my sake will find
it.” (Mat thew 16:21-25, NRSV).

As for our inten tions, they must be clearly
under stood, for their poten tial to wreak havoc
is great. Not only must we focus on Jesus’
exam ple of doing the right things, but we must
also focus on doing those right things with the
right inten tions: “And if I bestow all my goods
to feed the poor, and if I give my body to be
burned, but have not love, it profiteth me noth -
ing” (1 Corin thi ans 13:3, ASV). This can only 
be accom plished by allow ing the holy spirit to
guide us. “I beseech you there fore, breth ren, by 
the mer cies of God, to pres ent your bod ies a
liv ing sac ri fice, holy, accept able to God, which
is your spir i tual ser vice. And be not fash ioned
accord ing to this world: but be ye trans formed
by the renew ing of your mind, and ye may
prove what is the good and accept able and per -
fect will of God” (Romans 12:1,2, ASV).

This brings us to mat ters of great dif fi culty:
con tro versy and righ teous indig na tion. How,
accord ing to Jesus’ exam ple, are we to deal
with such things?

First of all, anger is not intrin si cally bad;
it is our use of it that gets us into trou ble: “Be
ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down
upon your wrath” (Ephe sians 4:26, ASV). 

Let us exam ine an exam ple of Jesus’ righ -
teous anger, to see his inten tion, how he
framed his actions and his anger to a righ teous
end: “And found in the tem ple those that sold
oxen and sheep and doves, and the chang ers
of money sit ting: and when he had made a
scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of
the tem ple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and
poured out the chang ers’ money, and over -
threw the tables; and said unto them that sold
doves, Take these things hence; make not my
Father’s house an house of mer chan dise”
(John 2:14-16).

Jesus was angry at the mis use of the tem ple
as a place of unrigh teous profit. The scourge of 
small cords was not a weapon to do harm, it
was an atten tion get ter. Jesus drove out the ani -
mals; these could be recov ered with out much
effort by their own ers. He over turned the
tables, again not dis plac ing any goods, just
caus ing them to clean up. Notice what he did
with the doves: he did not loose them, he sim -
ply com manded they be removed. Why? Jesus
was not inter ested in caus ing harm or loss; he
was inter ested in stop ping extor tion. Had the

doves been loosed, they would not have been
eas ily recov ered, caus ing loss to their own ers
and to the poor who would be pur chas ing
them for their sac ri fice. So we see Jesus’ anger
framed in righ teous ness, wis dom, and kind -
ness. 

We see that we must only act out of god li -
ness. The moment we allow our fallen inten -
tions to influ ence our words or actions is the
moment we bring reproach upon the name of
Christ. “For it is God who worketh in you both 
to will and to work, for his good plea sure”
(Philippians 2:13, ASV). Let us firmly will to
do what is right so we may do that which is
godly. Inten tions are a bridge: What do we
allow to pass over it? Selah.

THOUGHTS

The seeds of all that will make us faith ful or
unfaith ful are found in our thoughts. “Judge
not, that ye be not judged. For with what
judg ment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and
with what mea sure ye mete, it shall be mea -
sured unto you. And why beholdest thou the
mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but consider -
est not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or
how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me cast
out the mote out of thine eye; and lo, the beam 
is in thine own eye? Thou hyp o crite, cast out
first the beam out of thine own eye; and then
shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out
of thy brother’s eye.” (Mat thew 7:1-5, ASV).

Jesus’ thoughts at the begin ning of his min is -
try: It is Writ ten! “Then Jesus was led up by
the Spirit into the wil der ness to be tempted by
the devil … The tempter came and said to
him, If you are the Son of God, com mand
these stones to become loaves of bread. But he
answered, It is writ ten, One does not live by
bread alone, but by every word that comes from 
the mouth of God. Then the devil took him to
the holy city and placed him on the pin na cle of
the tem ple, say ing to him, If you are the Son of
God, throw your self down; for it is writ ten, he
will com mand his angels con cern ing you …
Jesus said to him, Again it is writ ten, Do not
put the Lord your God to the test. Again, the
devil took him to a very high moun tain and
showed him all the king doms of the world and
their splen dor; and he said to him, All these I
will give you, if you will fall down and wor ship
me. Jesus said to him, Away with you, Satan!
for it is writ ten,Wor ship the Lord your God,
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and serve only him.” (Mat thew 4:1-10,
NRSV).

Jesus’ thoughts at the end of his min is try
were Thy Will Be Done!

“And going a lit tle far ther, he threw him self
on the ground and prayed, My Father, if it is
pos si ble, let this cup pass from me; yet not
what I want but what you want. Then he came
to the dis ci ples and found them sleep ing; and
he said to Peter, So, could you not stay awake
with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that
you may not come into the time of trial; the
spirit indeed is will ing, but the flesh is weak.
Again he went away for the sec ond time and
prayed, My Father, if this can not pass unless I
drink it, your will be done. Again he came
and found them sleep ing, for their eyes were
heavy. So leav ing them again, he went away
and prayed for the third time, say ing the same
words.” (Mat thew 26:39-44, NRSV).

As we have come to the last area of char ac -
ter to seek Jesus’ exam ple it is evi dent that
Jesus, in all four of these areas in his life, had a
com plete sub mis sion to the will of his Father.
As we strug gle to con form to his exam ple, let
us remem ber that we are not fight ing this bat tle 
alone, but by God’s grace we fight through his
power: “For though we walk in the flesh, we
do not war after the flesh: For the weap ons of
our war fare are not car nal, but mighty through
God to the pull ing down of strong holds; cast -
ing down imag i na tions, and every high thing
that exalteth itself against the knowl edge of
God, and bring ing into cap tiv ity every thought
to the obe di ence of Christ” (2 Corin thi ans
10:3-5). To bring our thoughts cap tive to
Christ is our objec tive and this can only be

accom plished through an atti tude of rejoic ing,
study, faith and humil ity.

Rejoic ing leads to secu rity, which leads to
valu able thoughts, which lead to peace:

“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, 
Rejoice. Let your mod er a tion be known unto
all men. The Lord is at hand. Be care ful for
noth ing; but in every thing by prayer and sup -
pli ca tion with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known unto God. And the peace of
God, which passeth all under stand ing, shall
keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus. Finally, breth ren, what so ever things are
true, what so ever things are hon est, what so ever
things are just, what so ever things are pure,
what so ever things are lovely, what so ever
things are of good report; if there be any vir tue, 
and if there be any praise, think on these
things. Those things, which ye have both
learned, and received, and heard, and seen in
me, do: and the God of peace shall be with
you.” (Philippians 4:4-9).

We see that as surely as thoughts are seeds,
we are the sow ers. This means we can by the
grace of God make choices as to which seeds
are sown, watered, cul ti vated, and brought to
matu rity so they can be allowed to cross over
the bridge of inten tion and become actions and
words. Let us W-A-I-T on the Lord for his wis -
dom and let us con tem plate the exam ple of our
Lord and Mas ter to the end of greater faith ful -
ness. “Wait on the LORD: and he shall give
thee the desires of thine heart. Wait I say, on
the LORD.”

Selah!
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In His Foot steps

How Christ’s Example Should 
Change Our Characters
Christ also suf fered for you, leav ing you an exam ple, that ye should fol low his steps.
—1 Peter 2:21 (ASV)

Aus tin Wil liams

O
ur Lord’s life was a true ex am ple of a 
prayer ful life. His con stant com mu ni -
ca tion with the heav enly Fa ther along 

the lines of ad o ra tion, thanksgiving and sup pli -
ca tion was ev i dent even at the cross. His prayer 
was to ward the well-be ing of oth ers and es pe -
cially to sus tain his dis ci ples: “Fa ther, I will
that they also, whom thou hast given me, be
with me where I am; that they may be hold
my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou
lovedst me be fore the foun da tion of the world”
(John 17:24).

How should our life be exem pli fied in re -
gard to prayer? Do we lay empha sis on think -
ing about prayer or do more than think ing
about prayer? Do we treat it as our vital breath
and pray reg u larly to the Father?

 The reli gious lead ers of Israel, the scribes
and Phar i sees, loved to pray on street cor ners
and in the syn a gogues, so that men could see
them and note their piety (Mat thew 6:5).

Our prayers, both audi ble and inau di ble,
should not grav i tate toward elo quence and vain 
rep e ti tions, but should be sin cere and truth ful
so that they would ascend as a memo rial before 
God. We should uti lize this won der ful priv i -
lege to fre quently com mu ni cate with God at
any time and ask for any thing, but always ac -
cord ing to his will.

“But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy 
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray
to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father
which seeth in secret shall reward thee” (Mat -
thew 6:6).

A Life of Hu mil ity:

Our Lord Jesus, in his pre-human exis tence as 
the Logos, was a hum ble and obe di ent Son of 
God. He did not attempt to exalt him self, or

to seek a name higher than his own, as Luci fer 
did. He had no inten tion of mak ing him self an 
equal with his heav enly Father. The apos tle
expresses this thought about the Logos, and
says: “Who, though being in God’s form, yet
did not med i tate a usur pa tion to be like God,
but divested him self, tak ing a bondman’s form,
hav ing been made in the like ness of men; and
being in con di tion as a man, he hum bled him -
self, becom ing obe di ent unto death, even the
death of the cross” (Philip pians 2:6-8, Em -
phatic Diaglott).

When asked by his heav enly Father to leave
his heav enly home, he hum bled him self and
became a man on a much lower plane of exis -
tence. The Logos promptly accepted the task
before him. Our Lord’s trans for ma tion to a
human being is akin to Benjamin Barton’s an -
al ogy of pic tur ing our selves leav ing this plane
of human exis tence and being trans formed into
a roach (Pil grim Ech oes, p. 322).

We need to be hum ble about being hum ble
and more. If not, the essence of being hum ble
would be lost and will bor der along the lines of
sub lim i nal pride or inten tional pride. Pic ture
our Lord direct ing us by say ing, “Fol low in my 
foot steps as I am doing or did, to please the
heav enly Father.”

One of the most impor tant desires the con -
se crated child of God should have is that he
might be more faith ful and pleas ing to the
heav enly Father. Hum ble-minded Chris tians,
as Paul explains, are more pre pared than oth -
ers to learn the valu able expe ri ences that are
per mit ted to come into their con se crated lives.

“If there fore there is any encour age ment in
Christ, if there is any con so la tion of love, if
there is any fel low ship of the Spirit, if any
affec tion and com pas sion, make my joy com -
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plete by being of the same mind, main tain ing
the same love, united in spirit, intent on one
pur pose. Do noth ing from self ish ness or empty
con ceit, but with humil ity of mind let each of
you regard one another as more impor tant than 
him self; do not merely look out for your own
per sonal inter ests, but also for the inter ests of
oth ers. Have this atti tude in your selves which
was also in Christ Jesus.”—Philippians 2:1-5,
NAS.

They learn to patiently wait upon the
LORD, and pray that his will may be done.
God will not exalt any one who is not of hum ble 
mind and spirit. The most sub mis sive will re -
ceive the great est bless ing. The les son for all of
the LORD’s peo ple in these clos ing years of the 
Gos pel age is to “Hum ble your selves there fore
under the mighty hand of God, that he may
exalt you in due time” (1 Peter 5:6).

Our Lord has shown us the course that will
lead to faith ful ness; so like wise all who have
cho sen to walk with him should strive to put on
gen u ine humil ity.

A Way of Life:

When Jesus was here in the flesh he suf fered,
the just for the unjust, that he might bring men 
to God. When the proph ets spoke before hand 
of “the suf fer ings of Christ, and the glory that
should fol low” (I Pet. 1:11), those suf fer ings
included not only those of Christ, the head,
but also the ones to be endured by the mem -
bers of his body. We should mar vel not … if
the world hate [us for we] know that the world 
hated [him] before it hated [us].— I John
3:13; John 15:18.

Do we have an atti tude that is tai lor-made
for spe cific envi ron ments or life styles? How do
our thoughts, words, and deeds reflect when:

…we are at our work place?

…we are driv ing by our selves?

…we are with our fam ily in the con fines 
     of our home?

…we are at meet ings with our breth ren?

Each one who pro fesses to be a Chris tian
speaks and acts in the name of the Lord Jesus.
We should, there fore, endeavor to keep this
fact con tin u ally before our minds, to the intent
that our actions and words may prop erly rep re -
sent our Lord and honor that name which he
has per mit ted us to bear.

The apos tle Paul tells us we are “ambas sa -
dors for Christ … who also hath made us able
min is ters of the new tes ta ment [cov e nant]”
(2 Corin thi ans 5:20; 3:6). If it is an hon or able 
mat ter for an ambas sa dor to rep re sent one
great nation of earth, how much more hon or -
able it is for one to rep re sent the heav enly king -
dom and its king of kings. Keep ing this
thought in mind will be of great assis tance in
the devel op ment of the new nature and in aid -
ing the trans form ing power of bat tling the be -
set ting ten den cies of the old nature!

“Our cit i zen ship is in heaven,” says the
apos tle (Philippians 3:20, NASB). “They are
not of the world, even as I am not of the
world,” says our Mas ter, Jesus (John 17:16).
While we are still liv ing in this world among
aliens and strang ers, we are not of it. We have
trans ferred our alle giance and cit i zen ship to the 
heav enly king dom, set free through the merit of 
him who loved us and bought us with his pre -
cious blood (1 Peter 1:18,19). Let us keep in
mind the apos tle’s words: “What so ever ye do
in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus” (Colossians 3:17; cf. 1 Corin thi -
ans 10:31).

To For give and For get

On one occa sion, Peter asked Jesus how many 
times he should for give one who sinned
against him, sug gest ing that per haps seven
times would be more than enough. Jesus said
oth er wise, that he should for give even “until
sev enty times seven” (Mat thew 18:22). In
other words, for give ness should not have a
limit, just as God has not lim ited his for give -
ness of our tres passes.

After Peter’s ques tion, Jesus gave a par a ble
(recorded in Mat thew 18:23-35) to illus trate
the les son of for give ness. In the par a ble, a king
began to take account of his ser vants. One
was brought to him who owed a large sum of
money. This ser vant begged that the king for -
give him his debt. The king was moved with
com pas sion and did so. The ser vant then met a 
fel low-ser vant who owed him a small amount of 
money; lay ing his hands on him vio lently he
demanded full pay ment imme di ately. The fel -
low-ser vant sim i larly asked for for give ness, even
fall ing down at his feet. How ever, he would not 
for give him and had him thrown into prison.
The king found out what hap pened and was
extremely angry, call ing him a wicked ser vant
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and won der ing how he could not have com pas -
sion toward his fel low-ser vant after he him -
self had been for given every thing he owed. “In
anger his lord deliv ered him to the jail ers, till
he should pay all his debt” (Mat thew 18:34,
RSV).

The les son from Jesus’ par a ble is for each of 
us to be for giv ing in our deal ings with oth ers,
even espe cially our fel low ser vants, our breth -
ren: “So like wise shall my heav enly Father do
also unto you, if ye from your hearts for give not 
every one his brother their tres passes” (Mat -
thew 18:35).

The fact that we each have so much that has 
been for given by God would seem to imply that 
it should be easy to reflect this same for giv ing
atti tude to those around us. Often it is not the
case. One of the most dif fi cult les sons for many 
to learn is to extend love and mercy to oth ers,
bless ings that have been so amply bestowed
upon us. If we do not for give oth ers, we should
not expect to receive for give ness from the
Father (Mat thew 6:14,15).

For give ness is some times dif fi cult because it
embod ies a love that rises to a level above those 
things that oth ers may have done to cause us
harm. How often do we hear the expres sion, “I 
can for give but I can not for get”? The sem i nal
aspect of for give ness embod ies the actu al -
iza tion of for get ting that sin was committed
against us, in the way God does: “For I will
for give their iniq uity, and I will remem ber their
sin no more” (Jer e miah 31:34). For give ness is
an expres sion of love that does not seek vin di -
ca tion against wrongs, but rather seeks to draw
one back into a fuller fel low ship with God and
his peo ple. “For if ye for give men their tres -
passes, your heav enly Father will also for give
you: but if ye for give not men their tres passes,
nei ther will your Father for give your tres -
passes” (Mat thew 6:14,15).

Prac tice what you Preach:

“Wist ye not that I must be about My Father’s 
busi ness?” (Luke 2:49). Should we not all
have the Mas ter’s spirit, expressed by these
words? Of equal impor tance, our Lord did
take heed and pay close atten tion to him self,
for he taught us with his atti tude and behav ior
as well as in words. We are to be exam ples or
mod els of the gos pel we preach, where inter -
nal iz ing the preach ing part, putt ing it into
prac tice as our Lord exem pli fied, is par a -

mount and of utmost impor tance to sus tain
this hid den trea sure.

Dur ing Paul’s min is try he dis cov ered false
teach ers caus ing trou ble in Ephesus, teach ing
a doc trine dif fer ent from that which he
taught, and that led some away from the faith.
Paul coun seled Tim o thy (1 Tim o thy 1:4) that 
Christ’s ser vants must prac tice godly liv ing and 
be an exam ple to oth ers. Because one who is a
son of God and a fol lower of the Sav ior is an
ambas sa dor for God, he has no time to make
his own per sonal care his upper most thought;
he must be about his heav enly Father’s busi -
ness. Such must show forth the praises of him
who called him “out of dark ness into his mar -
vel ous light” (1 Peter 2:9).

The effect of these new ambi tions and hopes 
upon one’s phys i cal health is often sur pris ing,
stim u lat ing one to great zeal and activ ity in
serv ing the Lord. Train your self in god li ness,
says Paul in 1 Tim o thy 4:7, for while phys i cal
train ing is of some value, god li ness is valu able
in every way, hold ing prom ise for both the
pres ent life and the life to come. The new mind 
does not sug gest care less ness of the body.

Tim o thy was urged to train, to exer cise, him -
self in god li ness. Intense prac tice is required if
the body is to be devel oped for com pe ti tion in
the games. Like wise, one must approach spir i -
tual devel op ment with the same inten sity, the
same con sis tency, because it is really much
more impor tant to train for the exer cise of dis ci -
ple ship; for so much depends upon it, not only
in this life but also in the life to come.

Tim o thy’s mis sion was to bring instruc tion
to the peo ple. If the words of the faith have
nour ished the spirit, as food and water vital ize
the body, surely they will nour ish the mem bers
of the con gre ga tion as well. His instruc tion is
to con sist not only in read ing the Scrip tures,
but it is to be fol lowed by exhor ta tion and
preach ing that explains or expounds on the
text, and applies it to every day life.

This was the course Paul rec om mended to
Tim o thy: that he might keep him self pure from 
worldly con tam i na tion, and be an exam ple and 
faith ful min is ter to oth ers, say ing: “Be thou an
exam ple of the believ ers, in word, in con ver sa -
tion, in char ity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. …
Med i tate upon these things; give thy self wholly 
to them; that thy prof it ing may appear to all”
(1 Tim o thy 4:12,15).
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A Liv ing Sac ri fice

The Sin-Offering and
Christian Sacrifice
He shall make atone ment for the priests and for all the peo ple of the assem bly.—Levit i cus
16:33, Amer i can Stan dard Ver sion

David Stein

I
n the mind of an an cient Is ra el ite who had
com mit ted sin, the way to ex pi ate that sin
was to of fer an an i mal sac ri fice. The Law

de fined clearly the pro ce dures for such sin-of -
fer ings. But the fi nal ex pec ta tion of that Is ra el -
ite was re moval of the sin and a con se quent
clean ness in the sight of God.

Gen er al iz ing, we may under stand the bib li -
cal con cept of the sin-offer ing as the pro ce dure
or means for the removal of sin. Under the
Law, peo ple attained typ i cal cleans ing. There
was no actual removal of sin. As the apos tle
Paul wrote, the blood of bulls and goats
could not take away sin (Hebrews 10:4). The
Old Tes ta ment types were intended to depict a 
later real ity where sin would truly be elim i -
nated.

As a prac ti cal mat ter, there are two com po -
nents to the removal of sin. Sin is a break ing of
God’s Law so there must be a cor re spond ing
sat is fac tion of God’s Law. This legal aspect is
the first com po nent. Sec ond, we note that sin
has a cor rupt ing effect. This is readily appar -
ent in the con di tion of man kind today. Phys i -
cal dete ri o ra tion, evi denced by sick ness and
death, as well as men tal dete ri o ra tion, shown
by poor judg ment and wicked acts, is an effect
of sin within human beings. The anti typ i cal
sin-offer ing must remove every ves tige, every
effect of sin, to cleanse the human fam ily. So
the sec ond com po nent is the res ti tu tion of man -
kind to per fec tion.

When we speak of ran som and res ti tu tion,
we are talk ing about the two com po nents of
the sin-offer ing. The legal sat is fac tion of jus tice 
was pro vided solely by the ran som sac ri fice of
Jesus. That is the ran som price. With Jesus’
death, Adam and his descendents may be
freed from the sen tence of death by vir tue of

Jesus pay ing it with his own per fect and sin less
life. But sim ply releas ing pris on ers from death
does not com plete the work. They must be
reed u cated; their hearts and char ac ters must be 
restored to the divine image. This is the work
of the king dom! And the kings and priests who 
will over see this work will be emi nently qual i -
fied to carry it out suc cess fully.

But how are the kings and priests qual i fied
to do this? They go to school, the school of
Christ. Just check how often the acqui si tion of
knowl edge is men tioned in the New Tes ta -
ment, espe cially by the apos tle Paul: “And this 
I pray, that your love may abound yet more
and more in knowl edge and in all judg ment”
(Philippians 1:9).

Learn ing through Suf fer ing

The knowl edge required is a knowl edge of
God, his char ac ter, his plan, his son, and the
call to fol low in the foot steps of Jesus.

But the knowl edge the church acquires in
the school of Christ is not only head knowl -
edge. It is also, and surely more impor tantly,
an expe ri en tial knowl edge. This type of knowl -
edge comes when one suf fers unjustly. It comes
when we grieve over the sad his tory of sin. It
comes when we see the inno cent die and note
the futil ity of life in the eyes of so many. The
role of suf fer ing as a teacher is the main rea son
why the church is called to suf fer, just as their
head: “And if chil dren, then heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that
we suf fer with him, that we may be also glo ri -
fied together” (Romans 8:17).

The expe ri ence of suf fer ing has chang ing
power in the life of the suf ferer. Cer tain nec es -
sary les sons are learned only through suf fer ing.
Every one who will be part of the rul er ship of

No vem ber/De cem ber 2006 29



the king dom must suf fer and learn some thing
from that suf fer ing, includ ing Jesus him self!
Paul writ ing of Jesus says “learned he obe di -
ence by [from] the things which he suf fered”
(Hebrews 5:8). Jesus’ time on earth as a man
changed him! He had been an obe di ent ser -
vant for bil lions of years before com ing to earth. 
Now, obe di ence cost him and he grew by the
expe ri ence. Jesus was a per fect man; his integ -
rity and moral  fortitude had always been pres -
ent in him. But the dif fi cult suf fer ing expe ri -
ences deep ened his knowl edge of the human
con di tion and proved his devo tion to God and
the prin ci ples of righ t eous ness.

If the head must have these expe ri ences, so
must the body. The church dif fers from Jesus
in that its mem bers are not born per fect.
Rather they par take of the same imper fec tion
that they one day hope to remove from man -
kind. So their expe ri ence involves learn ing
from fail ure, some thing Jesus did not have to
con tend with in his own expe ri ences.

Con se quently, when a Chris tian decides to
fol low in the foot steps of Jesus, it means pre -
sent ing one self as a sac ri fice unto death and
begin ning the les sons asso ci ated with that sac -
ri fice. Any sim i lar ity to the sac ri fice of ani mals
under the Law is fully intended. Enroll ment in
the school of Christ begins qual i fy ing one to be
part of the anti typ i cal sin-offer ing. Mem ber -
ship in the body of Christ con sti tutes a life of
self-sac ri fice: “I beseech you there fore, breth -
ren, by the mer cies of God, that ye pres ent
your bod ies a liv ing sac ri fice, holy, accept able
unto God, which is your rea son able ser vice”
(Romans 12:1).

Sym bolic Daily Dy ing

One’s sac ri fice, and the suf fer ing it entails,
facil i tates grow ing into the char ac ter of Christ. 
That char ac ter is req ui site for one to be given
the honor of the divine nature. So it is imper a -
tive that one live a life of sac ri fice. But how
does one do that? Paul gives us a hint in the
words, “I die daily” (1 Corin thi ans 15:31).

This sym bolic dying empha sizes the type we 
are ful fill ing. While our sac ri fice is unto death,
we are “liv ing” sac ri fices. By deny ing our selves 
the nor mal and appro pri ate accom mo da tions
of the flesh and sac ri fic ing our time, tal ents,
wealth, and energy in the ser vice of God, we
not only show our love of God and our desire

to serve him, but the atten dant expe ri ences
cause us to grow in the char ac ter of God and
Jesus! This self-denial is a sac ri fi cial “sweet-
savor” to God: “For we are unto God a sweet
savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in
them that per ish” (2 Corin thi ans 2:15).

Let us reit er ate here that it is the future par -
tic i pa tion of all mem bers of the church in the
uplift ing of man kind for which the daily Chris -
tian life of sac ri fice is fit ting them. They will be
inti mately involved in the removal of sin from
the human race, the very pur pose depicted in
the orig i nal typ i cal sin-offer ings! These mem -
bers will do this by the wise and knowl edge able 
appli ca tion of the ran som merit to the world. It
is that same merit which is applied to them in
the pres ent Gos pel age.

Prac ti cal Con sid er ations

All church members, like the rest of the world, 
wres tle and strug gle with sin in their lives. As
we strive day by day to lay down our lives in
Chris tian sac ri fice and ser vice, we have daily
remind ers of our weak nesses. But this brings
us to a point of sym pa thy with the world of
man kind which is fully in bond age to sin and
death. This growth of sym pa thy is a direct
result of our own Chris tian strug gle and works 
to qual ify us in the school of Christ.

Com pre hend ing that the church members
are to be part of the anti typ i cal sin-offer ing
enables us to under stand some of the dif fi cult
teach ings of Jesus. Jesus taught us to love our
ene mies. As we encoun ter such ene mies in our
lives we suf fer because of them. Our flesh
wants to hate them and teach them a les son
and get even for any and all trans gres sions
against us. But our new minds, fash ioned after
Jesus Christ, are able to see these ene mies in a
dif fer ent per spec tive. We can under stand to a
cer tain extent that they are prod ucts of a sin ful
envi ron ment. And to that extent we can have
sym pa thy for them and, by God’s grace and
spirit, be able truly to love them in spite of the
pain they cause. Again, this is a prac ti cal result 
of our sac ri fice unto death and affirms our will
to par tic i pate in the offer ing for sin, inas much
as we learn to exer cise mercy and patience with 
these peo ple, know ing that shortly in the future 
they will no lon ger hate us but love us!
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Godly Phi lan thropy

We must develop that same per spec tive and
atti tude toward the world of man kind as Jeho -
vah had and Jesus did. Of God’s view of man -
kind we read: “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begot ten Son, that who -
so ever believ eth in him should not per ish, but
have ever last ing life. For God sent not his Son 
into the world to con demn the world; but that
the world through him might be saved” (John
3:16,17).

This shows the depth of love that God had
for his human cre ation. He was the first and
great est phi lan thro pist, a Greek word mean ing
“lover of man kind.” Jesus’ love for his heav enly 
Father as well as a cor re spond ing love for the
human fam ily, moved him to leave every thing
he had in heaven and come to earth to die to
pay for the redemp tion of man kind.

So when we con sider the call of the church
to fol low in the foot steps of Jesus, we must rec -
og nize the same moti va tions: love of God, love
of Jesus, and love of human kind. If we are to be 
a part of the anti typ i cal sin-offer ing for the
removal of sin from man kind, we must be thor -
oughly immersed in love. Like Jeho vah and like 
Jesus we must become true phi lan thro pists!

This truth helps us under stand these words
of Paul: “Else what shall they do which are
bap tized for the dead, if the dead rise not at
all? why are they then bap tized for the dead?”
(1 Corin thi ans 15:29).

Con se quently, in liv ing our lives day by day, 
we must look for the oppor tu ni ties prov i dence
places before us to see how we can sac ri fice for
oth ers. It is this con scious ness of the need to be
of ser vice to oth ers that sanc ti fies us for the pur -
pose of God. Are we daily look ing for such
oppor tu ni ties, or are we cap tured by the anx i -
eties of our own life to the exclu sion of ser vice
to oth ers? To be ser vant-minded in this sac ri fi -
cial way is to be like God! And God gra ciously 
gives the con se crated these oppor tu ni ties for
ser vice IF they are faith ful enough to per ceive
them.

“And we know that all things work together
for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called accord ing to his pur pose”
(Romans 8:28). This is, of course, a mat ter of
faith. The deeper trust we have in the lead ings

of the holy spirit of God, the more we will see
his hand and the greater par tic i pa tion we will
be able to have in the sin-offer ing sac ri fices of
this Gos pel age.

So each mem ber of the church needs to
review his life and ask, “Am I a lover of man -
kind? Am I lay ing my life down for the ben e fit
of my fel low mem bers of the body of Christ and 
for the world as I have oppor tu nity?” Paul
gave us this coun sel: “As we have there fore
oppor tu nity, let us do good unto all men, espe -
cially unto them who are of the house hold of
faith” (Galatians 6:10).

Whether a sac ri fice for one’s fam ily, one’s
breth ren, friends in the world, strang ers in the
world or ene mies, all such sac ri fice con sti tutes
a godly love of right and deep desire to bring
oth ers closer to God. This is the teach ing of the 
doc trine of the church’s share in the sin-offer -
ing, the ulti mate goal of which is to remove sin
and all its effects. One’s spir i tual light is often
best shone in acts of kind ness and sac ri fice for
oth ers. And the after effect on the recip i ents of
these actions nearly always takes them in the
direc tion of righ teous ness and brings them
closer to God.

For the church, the expe ri ences of dying
daily are ulti mately har vested in the first res ur -
rec tion, when they are united with their head
and the full pro cess of the res ti tu tion of man -
kind to per fec tion begins. “Hav ing made
known unto us the mys tery of his will, accord -
ing to his good plea sure which he hath pur -
posed in him self: that in the dis pen sa tion of the 
fulness of times he might gather together in
one all things in Christ, both which are in
heaven, and which are on earth; even in him”
(Ephe sians 1:9,10).

But as long as the mem bers of the body of
Christ are still in the flesh, the sac ri fice must
con tinue. And as the ancient Isra el ite was
moved to slay an ani mal for his sin to get right
with God, we must lay our lives down in death
each day in mat ters small and great to par -
tic i pate in the cleans ing of man kind. Let us
encour age each other in the activ i ties of sac ri -
fice, and develop the mindset wor thy of fol low -
ers of Jesus. As “phi lan thro pists” in the image
of Christ, let us sub mit more and more to the
lead ings of God for his ulti mate glory.
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Not a Spirit of Fear

Resurrection and
Faithfulness unto Death
For his sake I have suf fered the loss of all things … that I may know him and the power of
his res ur rec tion.—Philippians 3:7-111

Jeffrey Earl

The hope of res ur rec tion, and our faith
in it, takes away the sting of death.
One of the most im por tant doc trines

in the Bi ble is the teach ing of the res ur rec tion
of the dead. This doc trine forms the bed rock of 
our faith in life af ter death, not only for us as
Chris tians but also for the rest of man kind.
Some have asked how it is pos si ble if some one
dies to later bring them back to life? Are there
ex am ples and wit nesses to any res ur rec tions in
the Bi ble, and if so, by whose power did these
oc cur? With out the hope of a res ur rec tion of
the dead, is there a rea son or pur pose for any -
one to be liv ing on this earth? How should the
hope of the res ur rec tion af fect the way we as
Chris tians live our lives? Should we be fear ful
of death and what does it mean to be faithful
unto death?

The word “res ur rec tion” in the Bible is
found only in the New Tes ta ment and is a
trans la tion of the Greek word anastasis mean -
ing “a stand ing or ris ing up, a rais ing up”
accord ing to Young’s Con cor dance and Vine’s
Expos i tory Dic tio nary. While the word is not
directly used in the Old Tes ta ment, it is
strongly implied in a num ber of places.

How do we know there will be a res ur rec -
tion of the dead? We accept the hope of the
res ur rec tion on faith because we have never
seen any one actu ally res ur rected; only events
in the Scrip tures describe what a res ur rec tion
would be like. Many “res ur rec tions” in the
Scrip tures should really be described as
“awak en ings” or “resuscitations” from death to 
life. The resuscitations in the Old Tes ta ment
were per formed by the prophet Eli jah in the
rais ing of the woman’s son who became ill and
stopped breath ing (1 Kings 17:17-24), and

later by Elisha when he raised the son of the
Shunammite woman (2 Kings 4:32-37). One
of the more obscure instances of a resus ci ta tion
was the instance of the mourn ers in the pro cess
of bury ing a man. They were sur prised by a
maraud ing band of Moabites and in their haste 
to escape, the man was dropped into the same
grave as that of Elisha and “as soon as the man 
touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, and
stood on his feet” (2 Kings 13:20,21). A pos -
si ble expla na tion of the record ing of this event
was to show that it was the power of God that
was doing the reviv ing, not the “super nat u ral”
acts of a man, as could be claimed when Elijah
and Elisha revived the dead.

The patri archs of the Old Tes ta ment speak
of their hope in a future res ur rec tion. Hosea
speaks of the dead being redeemed from sheol
or the place of the dead (grave): “Shall I ran -
som them from the power of sheol? Shall I
redeem them from death?” (Hosea 13:14).
Job says, “Oh that thou wouldest hide me in
sheol [the grave], that thou wouldest con ceal
me until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest
appoint me a set time, and remem ber me! If a
man die, shall he live again? All the days of my 
ser vice I would wait, till my release should
come. Thou wouldest call, and I would answer 
thee; thou wouldest long for the work of thy
hands” (Job 14:13-15). Job desires that God
remem ber to bring him back at the proper time: 
“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at
last he will stand upon the earth; and after my
skin has been thus destroyed, then [from] my
flesh I shall see God” (Job 19:25,26).

The apos tle Paul in Hebrews describes the
faith of numer ous patri archs of the Old Tes ta -
ment and their hope that if faith ful to God,

32 The Her ald of Christ’s King dom

1. All Scrip ture quo ta tions are from the Revised Stan dard Ver sion Bible, unless oth er wise noted.



they would receive a “better” res ur rec tion:
“Women received their dead by a res ur rec tion: 
and oth ers were tor tured, not accept ing their
deliv er ance; that they might obtain a better res -
ur rec tion” (Hebrews 11:35, KJV).

In the New Tes ta ment there were instances
when Jesus raised the dead, includ ing the rais -
ing of the son of the widow in Nain (Luke
7:11-17), the rais ing of Laz a rus after he had
already been in the tomb for four days (John
11:1-44), and the awak en ing of the daugh ter
of the ruler of the syn a gogue (Mark 5:35-43).
Paul used the power of the holy spirit when he
awak ened a boy who fell from the win dow
(Acts 20:9-12). All those awak ened or resus -
ci tated in these cases died again. In all these
awak en ings or resuscitations, the body had not
yet fully degraded (though Laz a rus’ was cer -
tainly the most decom posed), so there was no
need to cre ate a full, liv ing body from just min -
er als or bones. While these were mirac u lous
enough in them selves, it will be an even more
extraor di nary mir a cle to res ur rect those now
dead using only God’s “recorded” mem ory of
each one’s every aspect, both men tal and phys i -
cal, in an earthly res ur rec tion, as though a
video and audio record ing had been taken of
each per son’s life: “Even the hairs of your head 
are all num bered” (Matthew 10:30).

Those in the spirit realm can use the atoms
of earth to appear in human form. After his
res ur rec tion Jesus took var i ous human forms
prior to his spir i tual ascen sion. In the Old Tes -
ta ment angels appeared in human form to Lot
in Sodom to warn him to leave (Gen e sis 19:1-
23), and an angel appeared and wres tled dur -
ing the night with Jacob. After his res ur rec -
tion, the appear ance of the risen Lord var ied
accord ing to cir cum stances. Dur ing the forty
days after his res ur rec tion Jesus appeared to his 
dis ci ples on dif fer ent occa sions, ini tially in a
fleshly body as a stranger walk ing with two of
them, later appear ing in a form that was rec og -
niz able to them. He had the power to con struct 
and to decons truct an appro pri ate fleshly bod y
at will to prove he had been res ur rected. His
many appear ances, first to Peter then to the
eleven apos tles, and then his man i fest ing him -
self to more than five hun dred peo ple at one
time, pro vided strong tes ti mony to the fact of
his resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:3-8).

The apos tle Paul com forts fel low Chris tians 
with the res ur rec tion hope, writ ing to the con -

gre ga tion at Thessalonica about those who had 
died and who had a hope of a heav enly res ur -
rec tion: “But we would not have you igno rant,
breth ren, con cern ing those who are asleep, that 
you may not grieve as oth ers do who have no
hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will
bring with him those who have fallen asleep”
(1 Thessalonians 4:13,14). Paul con sid ers
those in death as being asleep, as though their
state were sim ply tem po rary. Paul also ex -
plains the impor tance of Christ being raised:
“If there be no res ur rec tion of the dead, then is
Christ not risen: and if Christ be not risen, then 
is our preach ing vain, and your faith is also
vain” (1 Corin thi ans 15:13,14, KJV). In his
let ter to the Romans, Paul writes regard ing the 
world of man kind: “For the cre ation waits with 
eager long ing for the reveal ing of the sons of
God; for the cre ation was sub jected to futil ity,
not of its own will but by the will of him who
sub jected it in hope; because the cre ation itself
will be set free from its bond age to decay and
obtain the glo ri ous lib erty of the chil dren of
God” (Romans 8:19-21).

One test in our under stand ing (using the
above Scrip tural cita tions) that there will be a
res ur rec tion, not only to the heav enly realm but 
an earthly res ur rec tion as well for the rest of
man kind, may be in the neg a tive reac tion from
many Chris tians to this doctrine. Their claim
is that a “ran som for all man kind” gives those
who don’t accept Christ now in this Chris tian
age a “sec ond chance,” instead of being lost
for ever (or worse), as many believe. This ig -
nores the mil lions who have never heard the
gos pel preached or those too young or unable
to un der stand “their” mes sage (which often
includes a doc trine of eter nal tor ment for all
non-believ ers). In fact there is noth ing any one
can do to deprive some one of a res ur rec tion.
Christ died for all! 

This crit i cal under stand ing of the earthly
res ur rec tion and res to ra tion of the world of
man kind is really the “good news” that should
be preached through out the world. Unfor tu -
nately it is not by most Chris tians. Though we
know the admo ni tion to “turn the other cheek”
when some one harms us by words or actions,
do we do the same when the hurt is from
another Chris tian? We must be care ful not to
repay evil for evil regard less of who may try to
harm us. We are to apply Christ’s prin ci ples in 
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our actions, and not just mem o rize and repeat
words in the Scrip tures. Our actions are more
impor tant than just say ing “righ teous sound -
ing” words. We should not hes i tate to do what
is right and good, no mat ter how it affects us:
“Not every one who says to me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter the king dom of heaven, but he who
does the will of my Father who is in heaven”
(Mat thew 7:21). The readi ness to suf fer men -
tal and phys i cal per se cu tion is the supreme test
of faithfulness to the Lord.

The apos tle Paul was a great exam ple of
being faith ful unto death when he endured
numer ous per se cu tions at the hands of the
Romans and the Jews. He was ship wrecked
and impris oned, but he felt he had “fought
the good fight” and “kept the faith” to be
 rewarded with a “crown of righ teous ness”
(2 Tim o thy 4:6-8). There have been many
Chris tians who suf fered the most severe and
inhu man per se cu tions and tri als for Jesus’ sake
(e.g., Acts 7:57-60; cf. 2 Tim o thy 3:12; John
15:20,21). Nev er the less, our Lord chose Paul 
as an exam ple for us of Chris tian suf fer ing for
righteousness’ sake (Acts 9:16).

The Scrip tures offer first-hand evi dence of
the power of God to bring those who were
dead back to life, and of those who had faith in
God that he would do what he prom ised. This
should fur ther increase our faith in God that
every per son who has lived on this earth will
get a just reward, whether it be a heav enly,
spir i tual res ur rec tion for those faith ful and cho -
sen Chris tians, or of an earthly, bodily res ur -
rec tion for every one else.

The pro vi sion of a res ur rec tion for faith ful
Chris tians who “pres ent their bod ies a liv ing
sac ri fice,” as well as for all man kind, is an
unde served gift from God; he was not obli -
gated to res ur rect any one. He gave us his only-
begot ten son as a ran som so that bil lions who
have died—even those with out a real knowl -
edge of God—might have an oppor tu nity to
know him. Those who are con se crated to fol -
low in Jesus’ foot steps are to be an exam ple to
oth ers, so they can see that it is more than just a 
mere vocal accep tance of Christ as their sav ior.
We are to be “living sacrifices.”
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Whatsoever a Man Soweth…

I
dreamed I died last night, and an an gel ush ered me to a
sym bolic heaven. As we were walk ing amid the trees down 
a beau ti ful bou le vard, we passed a strik ing cha teau with

 elegantly-crafted wood carv ings all around. On the right came 
a man sion shin ing with gold and sil ver trim. And on the left
we passed a spec tac u lar pal ace stud ded with
di a monds, ru bies, and em er alds. Then the
an gel turned us down a side street to a lit tle
tum ble-down shack and said, “This is your
new place.”

I pro tested, “With so many  beau -
ti ful estates, all I get is this?” He
replied, “I am sorry, but we did the
best we could with the mate ri als you 
sent up!”

I awoke. I am dis tracted no lon ger.

We should never

hesitate to do

what is right

and good.
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World News

 u  Re li gious
Turk ish re li gious au thor i ties are purg ing the
hadiths of state ments that treat women as in fe rior
to men. The hadiths, tra di tional say ings that form
much of Is lamic sharia law, are filled with misog -
ynistic dic tates. “The best of women are those who
are like sheep,” reads one. Ali Bardkoglu, the pres i -
dent of the Diyanet, Tur key’s Is lamic au thor ity,
said a re vised col lec tion would be dis trib uted in
2008. Bardakloglu also plans to send mod er ate
imams to Tur key’s ru ral re gions to preach against
back ward prac tices such as honor killings.

—The Week, 7/28/2006

On a con ti nent where be lief in black magic and evil 
spir its is com mon, witch hunts are noth ing new.
But in the Dem o cratic Re pub lic of Congo, there’s a 
new twist to this an cient in qui si tion. A ma jor ity of
those said to be in volved in witch craft and sor cery
are chil dren, and such al le ga tions against them are
the No. 1 cause of home less ness among youths. Of
the es ti mated 25,000 chil dren liv ing on the streets
of Kinshasa, the cap i tal, more than 60% had been
thrown out of their homes by rel a tives ac cus ing
them of witch craft, child-wel fare ad vo cates say.
The prac tice is so ram pant that Congo’s new con -
sti tu tion, adopted in De cem ber, in cludes a pro vi -
sion out law ing al le ga tions of sor cery against chil -
dren.

—Los An geles Times, 8/19/2006

An Or tho dox Jew who runs a busi ness is sup posed
to close it on Sat ur day, the Sab bath. But one who
op er ates a busi ness on the Internet does n’t need to
close his Web busi ness on Sat ur day. First he is n’t
do ing any thing, and thus is n’t vi o lat ing the Sab -
bath, and sec ond, on the Internet, it is not Sab bath
for ev ery one in ev ery place. If you are an Or tho dox 
Jew, you aren’t sup posed to open your com puter on 
the Sab bath. But you can leave it run ning be cause
you are not do ing any thing on it and thus not vi o -
lat ing the at mo sphere of the spe cial day. You have
no permission to look at it, however.

—Rabbi Yosef Car mel, in an in ter view on the
website www.eretzhemdah.org

China re leased a bishop of the un der ground Ro man 
Cath o lic Church af ter more than 10 years in prison. 
The bishop, An Shuxin, was given per mis sion to

work as a priest. Beijing and the Vat i can ended
dip lo matic re la tions in the 1950s. Since then, two
Cath o lic churches have co-ex isted in China—an
un der ground one loyal to the pope and the state-
ap proved church that does not rec og nize the Vat i -
can’s au thor ity.

—Agence France Presse, 8/26/2006

 B  So cial
A par a lyzed man us ing a new brain sen sor has been 
able to move a com puter cur sor, open e-mail and
con trol a ro botic de vice sim ply by think ing about
do ing it, a team of sci en tists said. They be lieve the
BrainGate sen sor, which in volves im plant ing elec -
trodes in the brain, could of fer new hope to peo ple
par a lyzed by in ju ries or ill nesses. The sci en tists im -
planted a tiny sil i con chip with 100 elec trodes into
an area of the brain re spon si ble for move ment. The
ac tiv ity of the cells was re corded and sent to a com -
puter which trans lated the com mands and en abled
the pa tient to move and control the external device.

—Reuters, 7/12/2006

Work ing chil dren num ber an es ti mated 122 mil lion 
in Asia, or 64 per cent of the world wide to tal,
 according to the In ter na tional La bor Or ga ni za tion
(ILO). South Asia, which in cludes Af ghan i stan, In -
dia, Pa ki stan, Ban gla desh and Sri Lanka, re mains a
child la bor hotspot, ac cord ing to World Bank sta -
tis tics con tained in the ILO re port. In Ne pal nearly
40 per cent of chil dren aged 10-14 were work ing,
some times for long hours and in jobs re quir ing
stren u ous phys i cal la bor such as in mines, quar ries
and car pet fac to ries.

—As so ci ated Press, 8/31/2006

At least 67 peo ple, in clud ing doz ens of loot ers si -
phon ing gas o line from a gov ern ment pipe line, were 
killed in an ex plo sion af ter fuel va por was ac ci den -
tally ig nited by a cig a rette lighter, Iraqi po lice and
gov ern ment of fi cials said. De spite Iraq’s huge oil
re serves, cor rup tion, mis man age ment and the lack
of se cu rity have cre ated a se vere gas o line short age
that has sent prices to $3.20 per gal lon and forced
driv ers to wait in gas o line lines for as long as 24
hours. Diwaniya res i dents punc tured the pipe line.
“They were fill ing their jerrycans un til one of the
loot ers lit a lighter to smoke his cig a rette, and that
resulted in the explosion,” an official said. 

—New York Times, 8/30/2006
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The num ber of Amer i cans with out health in sur ance 
prob a bly rose to a re cord in 2005 as med i cal costs
in creased three times as fast as wages, ac cord ing to
fore casts for a Cen sus Bu reau re port. Al most 46
mil lion peo ple don’t have in sur ance. Eight mil lion
of those don’t have ac cess, while 15 mil lion of
those qual ify for state-fed eral Medicaid for the
poor. Oth ers are illegal immigrants. 

—Bloomberg News, 8/29/2006

A se vere drought has slowly siz zled a large swath
of the Plains States, leav ing farm ers and ranch ers
with con di tions that they com pare to those of the
Dust Bowl of the 1930’s. Shrunken sun flower
plants, nor mally valu able for seeds and oil, are be -
ing used as a make shift feed for live stock. Gov.
Mi chael Rounds of South Da kota, who has re -
quested that 51 of the state’s 66 coun ties be des ig -
nated a fed eral ag ri cul tural di sas ter area, re cently
sought un usual help from his con stit u ents: he is -
sued a proc la ma tion de clar ing a week to pray for
rain.  

—New York Times, 8/29/2006

Lead ing as tron o mers is sued new guide lines that for 
the first time would de fine what is and is n’t a
planet. Un der the new guide lines, Pluto is de moted
to a “dwarf”—a step be low Earth and the seven
other “clas si cal” plan ets. The 2,500 as tron o mers
from 75 na tions meet ing in Prague voted to of fi -
cially shrink to eight plan ets from the tra di tional
nine. The In ter na tional As tron o mers’ Un ion new
def i ni tion of a planet is that it must: orbit the sun;
be big enough for its own grav ity to com pact it into 
a ball; not be sur rounded by objects of similar size
and characteristics.

—Fox News, 8/25/2006

Brit ish po lice ar rested 24 peo ple sus pected of plot -
ting to bomb as many as 10 pas sen ger air planes
bound for the U.S. from Brit ain. The planned op er -
a tion called for sui cide bomb ers to board planes
while car ry ing liq uid ex plo sives dis guised in soft-
drink bot tles. If suc cess ful, the bomb ers could have 
killed more than 3,000 people. 

—The Week, 8/25/2006

There are some 650,000 HIV suf fer ers liv ing in
China, ac cord ing to the World Health Or ga ni za -
tion. The coun try has been hit by out breaks of both
avian flu and SARS in re cent years. About 300 mil -
lion Chi nese drink con tam i nated wa ter with some
190 mil lion be ing sick ened by it each year. Ex perts
es ti mate that around 400,000 Chi nese an nu ally die
from breath ing pol luted air. Five of the 10 most
pol luted cit ies in the world are in China.

—Barron’s, 7/31/2006

Su dan’s Islamist gov ern ment is re fus ing to re verse
its op po si tion to the en try of U.N. peace keep ers in
the Darfur re gion. Af ri can church lead ers and an a -
lysts are urg ing the in ter na tional com mu nity, in -
clud ing the Af rica Un ion, to in crease the pres sure
on Pres i dent Omar al-Bashir’s gov ern ment to stop
the car nage in Darfur. The U.N. World Food Pro -
gram said the poor se cu rity sit u a tion had made it
too dan ger ous for truck con voys to drive through
large ar eas in north and south Darfur, where fresh
out breaks of fight ing have oc curred. More than
200,000 peo ple are re ported to have been killed
and over two mil lion have fled their homes since
early 2003, when fight ing erupted be tween Af ri can
re bel groups and mi li tias backed by the Arab-led
Khar toum gov ern ment.

—CNS News, 8/25/2006

Sci en tists in the US have cre ated hu man em bry onic 
stem cells with out de stroy ing em bryos, a dis cov ery
that ap pears to get around a ba sic eth i cal ob jec tion
to stem cell research.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 8/23/2006

 G  Po lit i cal
One-third of China’s vast land mass is suf fer ing from
acid rain caused by its rapid in dus trial growth.
China’s fac to ries spewed out 25.5 mil lion tons of
sul phur di ox ide—the chem i cal that causes acid rain 
—last year, up 27 per cent from 2000, said Sheng
Huaren, dep uty chair man of the Stand ing Com mit -
tee of par lia ment. En vi ron men tal pro tec tion has be -
come a prom i nent is sue in China fol low ing a string
of in dus trial ac ci dents that poi soned ma jor rivers,
forc ing sev eral cit ies to shut down their wa ter sys -
tems. Chi nese cit ies are among the world’s smog gi -
est fol low ing two de cades of break neck eco nomic
growth. The gov ern ment says all of China’s ma jor
rivers are dan ger ously pol luted. Mil lions of peo ple
lack ac cess to clean drink ing wa ter.

—The As so ci ated Press, 8/27/2006

More than 100 gov ern ment in ves ti ga tors have de -
scended on Shang hai to probe pos si ble abuses in
the Chi nese com mer cial cap i tal’s $1.2 bil lion pen -
sion sys tem, in a wid en ing scan dal that is re ver ber -
at ing through out China be cause of its pos si ble
 political and eco nomic ram i fi ca tions. The cen tral
gov ern ment in Beijing has strug gled to get a han dle 
on of fi cial cor rup tion that has ac com pa nied the
coun try’s rapid eco nomic growth. Shang hai holds a 
sig nif i cant share of China’s pen sion as sets. While
much of China’s re tire ment sys tem is poorly de vel -
oped, Shang hai’s is one of four with a mod ern, cen -
tral ized or ga ni za tional struc ture.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 8/29/2006
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Af ghan i stan is set to pro duce its larg est ever opium 
crop in 2006. The one bil lion dol lar cam paign to
erad i cate the crop had been “an ab so lute di sas ter”
a top west ern coun ter-nar cot ics of fi cial said. The
boom ing poppy crop has opened up di vi sions with -
in the in ter na tional com mu nity, which had given
Afghan farm ers an ul ti ma tum to switch to vi a ble al -
ter na tives to opium.

—Fi nan cial Times, 7/5/2006

A Chi nese court is sued a four-year prison sen tence
to an ac tiv ist who has stood up against the state for
its man dated fam ily plan ning. Chen Guangcheng—
a blind self-taught le gal ad vo cate—was named as
one of the world’s 100 most in flu en tial peo ple last
spring. China’s strict pop u la tion-con trol pol i cies
limit most ur ban cou ples to one child and most
 rural cou ples to two. Gov ern ment au thor i ties rou -
tinely force women to have abor tions and ster il iza -
tions in or der to carry out its pol icy. The case is a
set back for ef forts at le gal re form in China. 

—USA To day, 8/25/2006

Rich ard Lugar, chair man of the US Sen ate for eign
re la tions com mit tee, has urged the U.S. to adopt
spe cific con tin gency plans for a po ten tial dis rup -
tion to oil sup plies from Ven e zuela. Ven e zue lan
pres i dent Hugo Chavez has sev eral times warned
that he would cut off oil sup plies to the US if it
 persisted in al leg edly plot ting his over throw. Mr.
Lugar wrote in a let ter to Pres i dent Bush that “Ven -
e zuela’s le ver age over global oil prices and its di -
rect sup ply lines and re fin ing ca pac ity in the US
give Ven e zuela un due abil ity to im pact US se cu rity 
and our econ omy.” Ven e zuela ships two-thirds of
its oil to the US and oil accounts for about half of
fiscal revenue.

—Fi nan cial Times, 7/24/2006

One of the great est crimes of the 20th cen tury has
gone un pun ished for 30 years. Be tween 1975 and
1979, the Khmer Rouge sys tem at i cally tor tured,
starved and smashed ap prox i mately 2.2 mil lion fel -
low Cam bo di ans, or be tween one-fourth and one-
third of the en tire pop u la tion. Thirty years later, the 
coun try is still lost and bro ken. All the coun try’s
flaws—from traf fick ing in per sons to the ram pant
cor rup tion that per vades ev ery level of gov ern ment
—have been ex ac er bated by the fail ure to bring the
lead ers of the Khmer Rouge to jus tice. There will
re main se vere lim i ta tions on how far Cam bo dia can 
re form until some degree of justice is rendered.

—Wall Street Jour nal ed i to rial by Jo seph A. Mus -
someli, U.S. Am bas sa dor to Cam bo dia, 8/1/2006

�Fi nan cial
NASA has handed the
multi-bil lion dol lar con -
tract for the build ing
of the Orion [manned
space craft] to Lockheed 
Mar tin. The first pro to -
type will carry up to six 
as tro nauts to the In ter -
na tional Space Sta tion,
while a later ver sion
could take four as tro nauts to the moon where they
would use a sep a rate lander ship to reach the sur -
face. Orion is sched uled to make its first hu man
flight by 2014.

—[Lon don] Times On line, 9/1/2006

Health-care spend ing in creases over the past 40
years are ex tend ing U.S. life ex pec tancy ac cord ing
to a new study by re search ers at Har vard Uni ver sity 
and the Uni ver sity of Mich i gan. Gov ern ment fig -
ures show health-care out lays have risen at more
than twice the in fla tion rate and ac count for 16 per -
cent of gross do mes tic prod uct. The au thors ex am -
ined life ex pec tancy fig ures from the Cen ters for
Dis ease Con trol and Pre ven tion as well as gov ern -
ment sur veys. They found that, on av er age, a per -
son born in 1960 could ex pect to live 70 years,
whereas some one born in 2000 has a life ex pec -
tancy of 77 years.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 8/31/2006

So many super-rich Amer i cans evade taxes us ing
off shore ac counts that law en force ment can not con -
trol the grow ing mis con duct, ac cord ing to a Sen ate
re port that pro vides the most de tailed look ever at
high-level tax schemes. Cheat ing now equals about 
7 cents out of each dol lar paid by hon est tax pay ers,
as much as $70 bil lion a year, the re port es ti mated.

—New York Times, 8/1/2006

U.S. Pres i dent Bush re cently signed into law a
com pre hen sive bill aimed at re ha bil i tat ing the tra di -
tional pen sion plans still op er ated by many Amer i -
can com pa nies. The irony is that many com pa nies
whose pen sions are in fine form prob a bly will limit
ben e fits any way. The costs of main tain ing so-
called de fined ben e fit plans are sim ply still too
great. These plans guar an tee re tir ees set monthly
pay ments for life. The Pen sion Re form Bill com -
pels many com pa nies to fully fund their de fined-
ben e fit plans over a pe riod of years and pay ad di -
tional pre mi ums to shore up the U.S.’s pension-
insurance fund. But the bill has had the ef fect of
 adding in cen tives to freeze ben e fits.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 8/29/2006

Orion ap proach ing the Space
Sta tion [art ist’s con cep tion]
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The fi nan cial noose is tight en ing around North
 Korea as in ter na tional banks sever ties with the na -
tion. The United States has ac cused Pyong yang of
spread ing weap ons and mis sile tech nol ogy to other
coun tries, coun ter feit ing U.S. cur rency and traf fick -
ing drugs. It wants to see the re clu sive, com mu nist-
led re gime fi nan cially in ca pac i tated. Banks in Sin -
ga pore, Viet nam, China, Hong Kong and Mon go lia 
are opt ing not to do busi ness with North Ko rea.
Some an a lysts worry that the fi nan cial re stric tions
are only deepening the North’s isolation. 

—The As so ci ated Press, 8/29/2006

An un prec e dented in fes ta tion of tiny fly ing bee tles
has put the great for ests of the Moun tain West un -
der siege. Tens of mil lions of Col o rado’s ma ture
pine trees will die within the next few years. Mil -
lions more are fall ing in Utah, Wy o ming, Idaho and 
Montana, and into Can ada. Fed eral and state for est
man ag ers have con ceded de feat: There is no way to 
stop the hun gry swarm. Mil lions of acres in trea -
sured na tional lands, in clud ing vast swaths of wil -
der ness in and around Yel low stone Na tional Park,
will be af fected. The deaths of so many mil lions of
trees will cre ate an enormous fire risk across the
West.

—Los An geles Times, 8/27/2006

Ef forts to strike a global free-trade deal aimed at
boost ing eco nomic growth and re duc ing pov erty in
the de vel op ing world broke down, fall ing vic tim
to flawed ne go ti at ing strat e gies and over blown
prom ises made when the talks were launched in the 
wake of the Sept. 11, 2001 ter ror ist at tacks in the
U.S. The gulf sep a rat ing ne go ti a tors was so wide
that World Trade Or ga ni za tion chief Pawcal Lamy
pro posed no time ta ble for re start ing or concluding
the talks.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 7/25/2006

 Y  Is rael
Is rael’s econ omy is in good shape to weather the
cost of its of fen sive against the Leb a nese Hizbollah 
move ment, but the costs of com pen sa tion to the
rocket-hit north, loss of tour ism re ceipts and the
blow to con sump tion have led an a lysts to down -
grade this year’s growth fore casts. Be fore the con -
flict erupted, Is rael’s bud get was in sur plus. There
was even talk of cuts in the coun try’s de fense
spend ing, pre vi ously a sacred cow.

—Fi nan cial Times, 8/2/2007

There are in creas ing signs from Gaza and Ramallah 
that the Pal es tin ian Au thor ity will soon be dis -
banded. The on go ing rift be tween the Hamas-led
gov ern ment and the Fatah-backed leader of the Pal -
es tin ians, Mahmoud Abbas, means noth ing is be ing 
done for the peo ple, par tic u larly in Gaza.

—The Me dia Line, 8/11/2006

“The clash we are wit ness ing around the world …
is a clash be tween a men tal ity that be longs to the
Mid dle Ages and an other men tal ity that be longs to
the 21st cen tury …The Jews have come from the
trag edy of the Ho lo caust and forced the world to
re spect them, with their knowl edge, not with their
ter ror, with their work, not their cry ing and yell ing.
Hu man ity owes most of the dis cov er ies and sci ence 
of the 19th and 20th cen tu ries to Jew ish sci en tists
… We have not seen a sin gle Jew blow him self up
in a Ger man res tau rant. We have not seen a sin gle
Jew de stroy a church. We have not seen a sin gle
Jew pro test by kill ing peo ple.”—Arab-Amer i can
psy chol o gist Wafa Sul tan, on Al-Jazeera TV.

—Mid dle East Me dia Re search In sti tute,
July, 2006

He brew Uni ver sity’s [HU] Fac ulty of Ag ri cul tural,
Food and En vi ron men tal Qual ity dis cov ered a new
drug treat ment for halt ing the growth and spread of
can cer cells. The ap proach has been shown to in -
hibit ma lig nant cells with out af fect ing nor mal ones, 
and with out the se vere side ef fects of tra di tional
treat ments. The HU re search ers’ ap proach is based
on the ac tions of actibbind, a pro tein pro duced by
the black mold Aspergillus nigher, a well-known
mi cro or gan ism used in biotech and food tech nol -
ogy.

—Fi nan cial Times, 8/28/2006

In the face of Iran’s race to ob tain nu clear power,
Is rael signed a con tract with Ger many last month
to buy two Dol phin-class sub ma rines that will, ac -
cord ing to for eign re ports, pro vide su pe rior sec ond-
strike nu clear ca pa bil i ties. The sub ma rines will be
as sem bled in Ger many and pro vided with a pro pul -
sion sys tem al low ing them to re main un der wa ter
for far lon ger than the sub ma rines cur rently in the
Is rael Navy’s fleet. Ac cord ing to sources close to
the deal, the sub ma rines will be op er a tional in the
near fu ture. 

—The Je ru sa lem Post, 8/22/2006

News & Views is ed ited by Len Griehs. Items of in ter est may be sent to him at
1425  Lachman Lane, Pa cific Pal i sades CA 90272, or via e-mail (Griehs@comcast.net) .
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En tered Into Rest

Charles Aldridge, Ten nes see

Ca thy Ferios, New Jer sey

Ed Futchkar, Florida

Clay ton Langsev, Or e gon

Cecil Leach, Florida

Anastazja Matysek, Il li nois

Mar ga ret Penrose, Ohio

Helen Sawicki, Mich i gan

Fran ces Scholefield, Ohio

Con ven tion An nounce ments
In qui ries should be sent to the in di vid u als listed be low.

Nov. 5—New Ha ven CT. 
Ital ian Amer i can Club, 85 Chase
Lane, West Ha ven CT. Anna May 
Suraci 203.248.3793. 
� r.suraci@comcast.net

Nov. 17-19—San Diego CA. 
Alliant Int’l. Uni ver sity, 10455
Pomerado Road, San Diego CA.
Da vid Rice 619.589.1534.
� DavRice@aol.com

Nov. 19—Jer sey City NJ.
The Loy alty Lodge, 1912 Mor ris
Ave., Un ion NJ. Sandy Koterba,
718.961.4437.
� ktrbakrnr@hotmail.com

Dec. 30–Jan. 1—Chi cago IL.
Elk Grove High School, 500 W.
Elk Grove Blvd., Elk Grove IL.
Julie Vasilevich 773.774.2542.
� sec re tary@chicagobible.org

Dec. 30–Jan. 1—Phoe nix AZ.
La Quinta Inn, 2510 W. Green -
way Road, Phoe nix AZ. Janell
Porcolab 602.363.2612. 
� alexjanell@hotmail.com

Jan. 28—Los An geles CA.
Au di to rium, 406 Irving Drive,
Bur bank. Rich ard Bieniak 
949.457.0894. 
� Rjbieniak@aol.com

Feb. 16-18—Sac ra mento CA.
Clar ion Ho tel, 2600 Au burn
Blvd., Sac ra mento CA. Kome
Ajise  916.756.4954.
�  kadansar@comcast.net

Feb. 25—Rockland NY.
Com fort Inn and Suites, Nanuet
NY. Dawn Shallieu
908.756.4954.
� DShallieu@aol.com

Mar. 3-5—Or lando FL.
Hilton Ho tel, 350 So. Northlake
Blvd., Altamonte Springs FL.
Ernie Kuenzli 407.831.2098.
� ekuenzli@cfl.rr.com

Mar. 10, 11—Ba ton Rouge LA.
Hilton Gar den Inn, 3300 Har ding
Blvd., Ba ton Rouge LA. Mi chael
Costelli 228.861.2822. 
� mi chael@simpkins-costelli.com

Mar. 11—New York NY.
Wellesley Inn, Fairfield NJ [may be 

re named to La Quinta Inn by March].

Debra Szybinski 212.998.2095.
� Debra.Szybinski@nyu.edu

Mar. 16-18—Fresno CA.
Best West ern Gar den Court Inn,
2141 No. Park way, Fresno CA.
Bob Wil son 559.255.2241. 
� bobjinny@sbcglobal.net

Mar. 18—New Lon don CT.
Bay view Lodge, So ci ety Rd., East
Lyme CT. Mark Grillo 
860.887.0706.
� millennialview@sbcglobal.net

Mar. 23-25—De troit MI.
Macomb Com mu nity Col lege,
14500 12 Mile Road, War ren MI.
Frank Nemesh 248.649.6588.
� NemeshF@aol.com

V Apr. 1 [Sunday]—Me mo rial

Apr. 6-8—Al bu quer que NM.
Wyndham Ho tel, 2910 Yale Blvd
SE, Al bu quer que NM. 
Sandi Thomassen 505.268.8170.
� srbt@juno.com

July 14-19—Gen. Con ven tion
Univ. of Pitts burgh, Johnstown
PA. Mi chael Nekora 310.454.5248.
� nekora@aol.com

“Gos pel of the King dom” non-stop Internet radio:
www.live365.com/sta tions/gos pel_king dom



And finally....

“If ye know these things, blessed are ye IF ye do them.”—John 13:17, RV
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