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 Ed i to rial Com mit tee
This jour nal is su per vised by an
 editorial com mit tee of five, at least
three of whom have ap proved for
pub li ca tion each ar ti cle ap pear ing
in these col umns. While re spon si ble
for ar ti cles pub lished, the com mit tee 
does not en dorse ev ery ex pres sion
herein. The pres ent ed i tors are: Carl
Hagen sick, Homer Montague, Mi -
chael Nekora, James Par kin son, and
Da vid Rice.
   The com mit tee and the di rec tors
agree that the jour nal’s value to its
read ers is de pend ent upon contrib -
utors be ing free to pres ent their
thoughts, pro vided such are gen er -
ally in har mony with our char tered
char ac ter and pur pose for the dis -
sem i na tion of Bi ble truths. An nual
sub scrip tion price is $5.00. This
jour nal will be sup plied free upon
writ ten re quest.

To Us the Scrip tures Clearly Teach
w That the Church is the “tem ple of the liv ing God”—pe cu liarly “his work man -

ship”; that its con struc tion has been in prog ress through out the Gos pel age —ever
since Christ be came the world’s Re deemer and the chief “cor ner stone” of this
tem ple, through which, when fin ished, God’s bless ings shall come “to all peo ple”
and they find ac cess to him (1 Co rin thi ans 3:16,17; Ephe sians 2:20-22; Gen e sis
28:14; Galatians 3:29).

w That mean time the chis el ing, shap ing, and pol ish ing of con se crated be liev ers in
Christ’s atone ment for sin pro gresses and when the last of these “liv ing stones,”
“elect and pre cious,” shall have been made ready, the great Mas ter Work man will
bring all to gether in the first res ur rec tion; and the tem ple shall be filled with his
glory and be the meet ing place be tween God and men through out the Mil len nium
(1 Pe ter 2:4-9; Rev e la tion 15:5-8).

w That the ba sis of hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact that “Je sus
Christ by the grace of God tasted death for ev ery man,” “a ran som for all,” and
will be “the true light which lighteth ev ery man that com eth into the world” “in due 
time” (He brews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim o thy 2:5,6).

w That the hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,”
be “a par taker of the di vine na ture,” and share his glory as his joint-heir (1 John
3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Pe ter 1:4).

w That the pres ent mis sion of the Church is the per fect ing of the saints for the fu ture
work of ser vice; to de velop in her self ev ery grace; to be God’s wit ness to the world;
and to pre pare to be kings and priests in the next age (Ephe sians 4:12; Mat thew
24:14; Rev e la tion 1:6, 20:6).

w That the hope for the world lies in the bless ings of knowl edge and op por tu nity to
be brought to all by Christ’s mil len nial king dom—the res ti tu tion of all that was lost 
in Adam, to all the will ing and obe di ent, at the hands of their Re deemer and his
glo ri fied church—when all the will fully wicked will be de stroyed (Acts 3:19-23;
Isa iah 35).

This Jour nal and Its Mis sion
Char tered in 1918, the Pas to ral Bible Insti tute, Inc. was formed for the pro mo tion
of Chris tian knowl edge. Its jour nal, The Her ald of Christ’s King dom, stands
firmly for the defense of the only true foun da tion of the Chris tian’s hope now being
so gen er ally repu di ated—redemp tion through the pre cious blood (1 Peter 1:19) of 
“the man Christ Jesus, who gave him self a ran som [a cor re spond ing price, a sub sti -
tute] for all” (1 Tim o thy 2:6). Build ing upon this sure foun da tion the gold, sil ver,
and pre cious stones of the Word of God (1 Corin thi ans 3:11-15; 2 Peter 1:5-11), 
its fur ther mis sion is “to make all see what is the fel low ship of the mys tery, which
… has been hid in God … to the intent that now … might be [made] known by
the church the man i fold wis dom of God”—“which in other ages was not made
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed” (Ephe sians 3:5-10).

It stands free from all par ties, sects, and creeds of men, while it seeks more and
more to bring its every utter ance into full est sub jec tion to the will of God in Christ,
as expressed in the holy Scrip tures. It is thus free to declare boldly what so ever the 
Lord hath spo ken—accord ing to the Divine wis dom granted unto us to under -
stand. Its atti tude is not dog matic, but con fi dent; for we know whereof we affirm,
tread ing with implicit faith upon the sure prom ises of God. It is held as a trust to be
used in his ser vice; hence our deci sions rel a tive to what may or may not appear in its
col umns must be accord ing to our judg ment of his good plea sure, the teach ing of his
Word, for the upbuilding of his peo ple in grace and knowl edge. We not only invite,
we urge our read ers to prove all its utter ances by the infal li ble Word, to which ref er -
ence is con stantly made to facil i tate such test ing.

Cover: The Seven Deadly Sins, wood carv ing by W. H. Judt (wwwoodcarver.com). Used by per mis sion.



Seven Deadly Sins

In the Beginning

Peo ple like num bered lists. The world
of the an cients did n’t just have “won -
ders,” they had seven won ders. God

did n’t num ber the com mand ments but we al -
ways say there are ten. 

Early in the Chris tian dis pen sa tion a list
called the Seven Deadly Sins was pro duced
and cir cu lated. It has remained remark ably sta -
ble, though some times a descrip tive word like
acedia was replaced with the equiv a lent sloth.
Today it would be clearer if we sub sti tuted the
word lazi ness for sloth. 

These sins are all self-inflicted unlike the
seven in Prov erbs 6:16-19; those are mostly
directed against oth ers. When the “deadly
sins” are not con trolled, the one com mit ting the 
sin suf fers. Some one once described the indul -
gence of envy as drink ing poi son then wait ing
for the other per son to die. Pride is the only sin 
that appears on the “deadly sins” list and also
the Prov erbs 6:16-19 list.

“If one wanted to find a ger mi nal word to
link all sins, per haps hate would do it. In
terms of action, how ever, the long-term con se -
quences of hate are self-destruc tion. Thus the
wages of sin really are death.”—Dr. Karl
Men ninger, What ever Became of Sin?, p. 172

Although there is no sin gle text which col -
lec tively names the Seven Deadly Sins, all are
uni ver sally con demned in Scrip ture.

We begin with the arti cle Anger where we
see how inju ri ous this sin is to one’s self as well
as to oth ers. As early as Gen e sis 3 the sin of
Lust is dis played when Eve wanted some thing
so badly she dis obeyed God’s law to get it.

In the article Pride we learn one’s self-
impor tance makes this sin hard to see in one’s
self. Greed explains that this sin is idol a try mas -
quer ad ing as some thing else. The study on
Sloth shows us that although peo ple rationalize 
why they do so lit tle, it remains an abom i na tion 
to God.

Glut tony reveals this sin is not con fined to
food. It is an insa tia ble appe tite for what ever it
wants. Finally, Envy might be called the pri -
mor dial sin which occurred when Satan said in 

his heart he would become as great as the Most 
High.

Con tend ing for the Faith con cludes this
issue. It is a verse-by-verse exam i na tion of the
book of Jude where so many of these “deadly
sins” are described as besetments for the
church in these last days.

May we all fight these deadly sins when we
see them in our lives.
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A De struc tive Work of the Flesh

Anger
Cease from anger, and for sake wrath: fret not thy self in any wise to do evil.—Psalms 37:8

Homer Montague

“Of all the emo tions, an ger is one
of the most com mon and most
pow er ful. It as sumes var i ous

forms des ig nated by terms such as fury, wrath,
ire, rage, re sent ment, ven geance, and in dig na -
tion. Hardly a day goes by with out most of us
ex pe ri enc ing some mea sure of an ger—ei ther
our own or that of some one with whom we in -
ter act, of ten a fam ily mem ber. The news reg u -
larly re ports acts of vi o lence un leashed by long-
fes ter ing an ger, a hid den de sire for re venge, or
a sud den, im pet u ous fit of rage. An ger plays a
cen tral role in as sault, child abuse, mur der and 
many rapes, and in interethnic and in ter na -
tional vi o lent con flict. Of the seven deadly sins, 
an ger is the most per va sive, in ju ri ous to self
and oth ers, and most re spon si ble for un hap pi -
ness and psychopathological be hav ior.”—Sol -
o mon Schimmel, The Seven Deadly Sins,
p. 83.

Emo tional anger can be a destruc tive force
that pro duces numer ous harm ful con se quences
to self and oth ers. Man i fes ta tions of its exis -
tence and effects go back to early bib li cal times. 
Fol low ing the expul sion from the Gar den of
Eden because of dis obe di ence, Adam still wor -
shipped God and taught Cain and Abel to
offer sac ri fices that would man i fest their devo -
tion. On one such occa sion the broth ers were
work ing in the field. Abel made an offer ing of
a fine lamb and gave grate ful thanks to God for 
all his mer cies, and this pleased the heav enly
Father. Cain made an offer ing of grains and
pro duce from the field, but God did not find
that offer ing pleas ing. Cain then became angry
and jeal ous. He sub se quently quar reled with
his brother and finally struck and killed him.
This uncon trolled rage in Cain led him to com -
mit the unspeak able act of mur der. 

The fol low ing are two other instances where 
the Bible records unjustified anger:

“But Naaman was wroth, and went away,
and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely
come out to me, and stand, and call on the

name of the LORD his God, and strike his
hand over the place, and recover the leper” (2
Kings 5:11). Naaman was afflicted with pride
because Elisha did not greet him per son ally.
He pro tested in a rage at what he was told to
do, to wash in the Jor dan River seven times to
cure his lep rosy. It was only after his ser vants
per suaded him to heed the prophet’s instruc -
tion that he was healed.

“And when the ass saw the angel of the
LORD, she fell down under Balaam: and
Balaam’s anger was kin dled, and he smote the
ass with a staff” (Num bers 22:27). Balaam
was angry because he could not con trol his
don key to travel through a nar row pass so he
could curse Israel at King Balak’s request. The 
ani mal could see the angel of the Lord hold ing
a sword to slay Balaam if he pro ceeded fur ther
so it refused to move forward. After the don key 
was given the power to speak words of rebuke
to Balaam for beat ings it received at his hands,
Balaam was allowed to see the angel with a
sword drawn to kill him if he con tin ued in his
act of unrigh teous ness.

In today’s soci ety, unjus ti fi able anger is
found in schools, the work place, at home, and
other social rela tion ships. This has resulted in
the cre ation of a huge array of ser vices that
deal with anger man age ment and coun sel ing.
Anger, as well as all destruc tive behav iors and
hab its, is a byprod uct of sin; but the var i ous
emo tional health prac ti tio ners would have no
cli ents if they espoused such a phi los o phy. In
sug gest ing pos si ble causes of anger in cli ents, a
ther a pist might sug gest low self-esteem, mis -
read ing the mean ing of var i ous events in one’s
life and becom ing offended, rejec tion, phys i cal
or bio log i cal dis or ders, poor social rela tion -
ships, and false accusations of wrongdoing.

Among con se crated believ ers, faith ful ness in
walk ing as the Mas ter walked will result in a
life that is totally opposed to sin ful prac tices
because of the indwell ing power of the holy
spirit. The change that comes upon us once we 
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devote our selves to the doing of the heav enly
Father’s will is remark able. It is described as
being trans formed, which, when fully car ried
out, will not only result in our change from sin -
fulness to righ teous ness in thought and con -
duct, but ulti mately we will be changed from
the human to the divine nature if we are faith ful 
unto death (Romans 6:3-6; 12:1,2).

The Bible indi cates it is God’s will for
Chris tians to over come anger and other sin ful
traits: “But now put them all away: anger,
wrath, mal ice, slan der, and foul talk from your
mouth. Do not lie to one another, see ing that
you have put off the old nature with its prac -
tices and have put on the new nature, which is
being renewed in knowl edge after the image of
its cre ator. Here there can not be Greek and
Jew, cir cum cised and uncircumcised, bar bar -
ian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all,
and in all. Put on then, as God’s cho sen ones,
holy and beloved, com pas sion, kind ness, low li -
ness, meek ness, and patience, for bear ing one
another and, if one has a com plaint against
another, for giv ing each other; as the Lord has
for given you, so you also must for give. And
above all these put on love, which binds every -
thing together in per fect har mony. And let the
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in the one body. And
be thank ful” (Colossians 3:8-15, RSV).

Those who have devoted their lives to fol -
low ing the Mas ter will find that, because of
human frail ties, it will be impos si ble to con sis -
tently per form every aspect of these require -
ments. Nev er the less, it is pos si ble for us to
man i fest per fec tion of inten tion and be accept -
able to the Father: “For it is God which work -
eth in you both to will and to do of his good
plea sure” (Philippians 2:13).

How is this accom plished? God has given
us the holy spirit that enables us to over come
the incli na tions of the old nature. He has given
Scrip tures for us to study and to under stand
what his desire is for us. His prov i dence shapes 
our affairs through needed dis ci plines and en -
cour age ments. We have a fam ily of breth ren
with whom we can share our expe ri ences and
learn from each other. He has given us the
priv i lege and respon si bil ity of prayer to suc cor
and sus tain us. He has pro vided pre cious
prom ises and the assur ance that he will never
leave us or for sake us. When we are faint, we
receive strength from our Advo cate who stands 

with us in our dif fi cul ties. Our for giveness is
prom ised when we repent of our tres passes and
strive to be more watch ful of our actions.

Cain’s anger led to the mur der of Abel.
Could those who are spirit-begot ten ever have
angry or mur der ous thoughts in their hearts
against oth ers, because they had a dif fer ent
way of view ing things? Jesus gave a def i ni tion
of adul tery which was inde pend ent of the phys -
i cal act; it involved hav ing lust in one’s heart for 
another (Mat thew 5:28). Like wise the spirit of
mur der could be found within believ ers if they
are not dil i gent in main tain ing heart purity:
“We know that we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the breth ren. He that 
loveth not his brother abided in death. Who so -
ever hateth his brother is a mur derer: and ye
know that no mur derer hath eter nal life abid ing 
in him. Hereby per ceive we the love because he 
laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay
down our lives for the breth ren.” (1 John 3:14-
16).

If we har bor feel ings of ani mos ity toward
any one, we must wage an aggres sive war fare
against such a dis po si tion lest it con sume us:
“Now the works of the flesh are obvi ous: for ni -
ca tion, impu rity, licen tious ness, idol a try, sor -
cery, enmi ties, strife, jeal ousy, anger, quar rels,
dis sen sions, fac tions, envy, drunk en ness, ca rous -
ing, and things like these. I am warn ing you, as
I warned you before: those who do such things
will not inherit the king dom of God” (Gala -
tians 5:19-21, NRSV). That warn ing is ad -
dressed to new crea tures in Christ and dem on -
strates that all those works of the flesh, lit eral or 
sym bolic, includ ing anger, must be elim i nated
because the con tin u a tion in such an evil course
would bar us from attain ing the king dom.

“We are to re mem ber, as the Apos tle sug -
gests, that we have this new na ture in an
earthen ves sel and that the earthen ves sel
has prac ti cally all of its orig i nal blem ishes
and fallen ten den cies still as pow er ful as
ever, ex cept as the new mind has these un -
der its mas tery and con trol; but if that mas -
tery or con trol should be re leased even for
a mo ment the re sult would be the awak en -
ing, the re viv ing of the old na ture. And we
may be sure that our Ad ver sary is alert
and fully re al izes the sit u a tion and will do
all in his power to put us off guard, even to
the ex tent of en deav or ing to make white
ap pear black and black ap pear white
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 before our judg ment. The Lord very gra -
ciously shields us from temp ta tions more
than we are able to bear. Hence it is pos si -
ble for us at all times to be over come, not
only in the in fancy of our new na ture, but
also in its fur ther de vel op ment; but the
test ings per mit ted grow more se vere, more
cru cial, as we near our spir i tual grad u a tion 
time. Nor can we ob ject to this; it is ex -
actly what we should ex pect. 

“The Apos tle, fol low ing this line of
thought, de clares, ‘I keep my body un der;’
and again he says, ‘Mor tify, there fore,
your mem bers which are upon the earth’—
your earthly am bi tions, will, etc., ev ery -
thing in your self that would tend to ward
envy, ha tred, an ger and strife—put these
to death. Al low the new na ture to have full 
sway and con trol in ev ery thought, in ev ery 
word, in ev ery deed. And watch to this
end; watch your thoughts, watch your
words, watch your con duct. Many can
watch their con duct who find it dif fi cult
to scru ti nize and prop erly weigh their
thoughts and their words. Truly the Apos -
tle in ti mates that out of the heart pro ceeds
envy, bit ter ness, evil speak ing, back-bit ing
and strife; un less they are in the heart the
mouth can not ut ter them, for it is out of
the abun dance of the heart that the mouth
speaketh.”—Re prints, p. 4217

The mat ter of not react ing in anger pro vides 
a severe test to believ ers when unjus ti fi ably they 
are treated in an evil man ner: “Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and per se cute you,
and shall say all man ner of evil against you
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceed ing
glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so
per se cuted they the proph ets which were before 
you” (Mat thew 5:11,12).

All of us occa sion ally receive ill-treat ment at 
the hands of oth ers. When we do what is right
and are slan dered because of it, how do we
feel: blessed and joy ful, or angry? If ever there
was an indi vid ual on earth who not even once
was deserv ing of an unkind word or action, it
was Jesus Christ. Yet, he never responded in a
man ner dem on strat ing per sonal anger against
those who hated him with out a cause. He
 suffered for righ teous ness’ sake and left an ex -
am ple for all believ ers to fol low: “For this is
thank worthy, if a man for con science toward
God endure grief, suf fer ing wrong fully. For

what glory is it, if, when ye be buf feted for your 
faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye
do well, and suf fer for it, ye take it patiently,
this is accept able with God. For even here unto
were ye called: because Christ also suf fered for
us, leav ing us an exam ple, that ye should fol low 
his steps: who did no sin, nei ther was guile
found in his mouth: who, when he was reviled,
reviled not again; when he suf fered, he threat -
ened not; but com mit ted him self to him that
judgeth righteously.”—1 Peter 2:19-23

Righ teous indig na tion should be exhib ited
by believ ers when it is appro pri ate. When we
hear false doc trine or God’s name or char ac ter
blas phemed, we should express our dis plea sure 
that such utter ances were made in our pres -
ence. For exam ple, if some one were to speak of 
God’s inten tion to burn the wicked eter nally, in 
con scious tor ment in hell fire, we should cor rect 
that thought by cit ing a Scrip ture dem on strat -
ing God’s love for human ity in send ing Jesus to 
die on Adam’s behalf, so that all might have an 
oppor tu nity for life in the king dom for which
we pray. To remain silent might imply assent,
and would not be express ing righ teous indig na -
tion. But if we became angry because some one
spoke evil of us, that would be sim ply a fleshly
reaction on our part.

Jesus healed a man with a with ered hand on
the sab bath and the phar i sees con demned him
for that: “And he said unto them, What man
shall there be among you, that shall have one
sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sab bath
day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out?
How much then is a man better than a sheep?
Where fore it is law ful to do well on the sab bath 
days” (Mat thew 12:11,12).

This same event is described by Mark in
these words: “And he saith unto them, Is it
law ful to do good on the sab bath days, or to do
evil? to save life, or to kill? But they held their
peace. And when he had looked round about
on them with anger, being grieved for the hard -
ness of their hearts, he saith unto the man,
Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it
out: and his hand was restored whole as the
other” (Mark 3:4,5).

The look of anger on the Mas ter’s face was
an act of right eous indig na tion because the
scribes and phar i sees were hyp o crites whose
hearts Jesus read. The spirit of the Law does
not pre vent the doing of good deeds on the
 sabbath.
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“God judgeth the righ teous, and God is
angry with the wicked every day” (Psalm
7:11). Many fail to under stand that the mean -
ing of “angry” in this text refers to God’s righ -
teous indig na tion; they visu al ize him as a
venge ful being intent upon destroy ing much of
the human fam ily whose evil ways war rant such 
pun ish ment. Through out the Bible there are so 
many ref er ences to God’s love (John 3:16),
holi ness (Levit i cus 20:26), unchangeableness
(James 1:17), and jus tice (Psalm 89:14).

Our heav enly Father per fectly bal ances his
attrib utes and is always in con trol. We could
never imag ine him say ing after hav ing for mu -
lated his plan, “The Adversary makes me so
angry with all of the wick ed ness that he’s do -
ing, I am going to destroy him right now.”
In God’s own due time and accord ing to his
per fect judg ment, how ever, he will do exactly
that. He man i fests righ teous indig na tion
through his unerr ing jus tice, such as when he
con demned Adam because of dis obe di ence.
Nev er the less, love found a way to pro vide an
oppor tu nity for man’s recov ery through the
send ing of Jesus as a ran som for all. Lov ing
righ teous ness and hat ing iniq uity is an inte gral
part of our grand Cre ator’s being, and these
exist in per fect har mony. The per mis sion of
evil was pro vided to instruct the human fam ily
as to the real con se quences of sin and dis obe di -
ence; it also devel ops the church under adverse
cir cum stances. Dur ing Christ’s king dom the
Adver sary is to be bound for a thou sand years,
after which he will be released to test man kind
and deter mine whether they have inter nal ized
the prin ci ples of righ teous ness, or if they will
fol low Satan and reap destruc tion with him.
When all cre ation has been fully restored and
God is all in all, his righ teous indig na tion will
not need to be fur ther man i fested, because all
will come to him in lov ing obe di ence and iniq -
uity will be a thing of the past. How blessed we 
are in having such a wise and merciful God.

As new crea tures in Christ, we must rid our -
selves of the works of the flesh if we are to be
more than overcomers and asso ci ates of the
Mas ter in his king dom. Our seri ous endeav ors
to iden tify our weak nesses and rec tify them
should be of par a mount impor tance in our
lives: “Grieve not the holy Spirit of God,
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemp -
tion. Let all bit ter ness, and wrath, and anger,
and clam our, and evil speak ing, be put away

from you, with all mal ice” (Ephe sians 4:30,
31).

Here are some of the ways we can take to
con trol anger in our lives:

1. Over look mi nor of fenses. “The dis cre tion 
of a man deferreth his an ger; and it is
his glory to pass over a trans gres sion”
(Prov erbs 19:11).

2. Ac cept per sonal re spon si bil ity for one’s
own er rors. “Thou hyp o crite, first cast
out the beam out of thine own eye; and
then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the
mote out of thy brother’s eye” (Mat thew
7:5).

3. In ten sify our prayer life. “I will there fore
that men pray ev ery where, lift ing up
holy hands, with out wrath and doubt -
ing” (1 Tim o thy 2:8).

4. Be just and mer ci ful. “He hath shewed
thee, O man, what is good; and what
doth the LORD re quire of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk
hum bly with thy God” (Mi cah 6:8).

5. Be open to rec on cil i a tion. “And be ye
kind one to an other, tenderhearted, for -
giv ing one an other, even as God for
Christ’s sake hath for given you” (Ephe -
sians 4:32).

6. Ex er cise care in our de lib er a tions with
oth ers. “Where fore, my be loved breth -
ren, let ev ery man be swift to hear, slow
to speak, slow to wrath: For the wrath
of man worketh not the righ teous ness of
God” (James 1:19,20).

7. Med i tate upon the whole some and the
good. “Fi nally, breth ren, what so ever
things are true, what so ever things are
hon est, what so ever things are just, what -
so ever things are pure, what so ever things 
are lovely, what so ever things are of good
re port; if there be any vir tue, and if there
be any praise, think on these things”
(Philippians 4:8).

8. Be re cep tive to godly coun sel in ad dress -
ing mat ters that have the pro pen sity for
strife. “Where no coun sel is, the peo ple
fall: but in the mul ti tude of coun sel lors
there is safety” (Prov erbs 11:14).

May God’s holy spirit enable us to over -
come unrigh teous anger in our lives.
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The Need for Self-Control

Lust
For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are con -
trary the one to the other: so that ye can not do the things that ye would.—Galatians 5:17

Don ald Holliday

“A
nd they shall be mine, saith the
LORD of hosts, in that day when
..I make up my jew els; and I will

spare them, as a man spareth his own son that
serveth him” (Malachi 3:17).

“My Jew els” (Hebrew: segullah, trea sured
pos ses sion). Six times in Scrip ture the word
gives a most pre cious glimpse of the Lord’s
rela tion ship with his peo ple Israel. 

It is Peter who shares with us the joy ous
real iza tion that the church is also so described.
If the earthly is glo ri ous, more glo ri ous still the
heav enly; the sons of God from igno rance and
night trans formed; from weak ness and cor rup -
tion each will rise, reflect ing ever more the glory 
of the One Who dwells in Light: “My Jew els”
(see Matthew 13:43). 

When Peter heard the Mas ter’s call, and in
that holy face beheld expressed such flaw less
purity of mind, his uncouth lips, through con -
scious ness of shame ful life, brought forth the
plea, “You know not what I am. Depart from
me” (Luke 5:8). So vast a gap that Peter
knew not how to bridge it exists between such
holy life and that of car nal man (Romans 8:7).

Many saints long since have known and
under stood the feel ings of beg gars on the dung -
hill when con fronted with that chal lenge,
“Come up higher. With princes sit ye down.”
From the miry pit the Lord delights to find and 
lift to his own glory throne the mir a cles of his
grace. In low est parts of earth the work takes
place, with pres sures from with out and fears
within, where holi ness is strug gling over sin to
real ize the vic tory of his love (1 Samuel 2:8). 

Once dead in sin, prone to the whims and
lusts of fallen flesh, each saint-to-be must per -
son ally expe ri ence the great ness of the power
that raised the Sav ior from the grave. 

Under enor mous pres sures is a dia mond
formed. From con flict great, and bat tle-bruised,
do the vic tors rise. And herein lies the story of
each jewel brought forth.

What Manner of Man Am I? 

It is no easy pro cess to assess with true objec -
tive ness our inmost heart. Too harsh a judge -
ment leaves us feel ing low and makes us prey
to Satan’s jibes: “The good you seek you
never will obtain.” Yet denying our faults no
pur pose serves, for we must rec og nize the
enemy within, acknowl edge where our weak -
ness lies, and know our faults. 

“Search me, O God” (Psalm 139:23). Not 
to dis hearten do we plead with One Who
Knows, for when we dare to let the Word of
truth probe deep and thus dis cover motives and 
the intents of our thoughts, it is because we
trust the Father’s blest design to chas ten that
we may be made par tak ers of his holi ness.

In Eden was the human crea ture formed to
share so much of the Cre ator’s mind. The fam -
ily on earth was yet to bond with fam ily in
heaven. And God alone, before the work
began, knew all that the task would cost, the
sighs, the groans, the count less tears, through
mis di rec tion of those senses set in man essen tial 
to the divine pur pose. The ways that may seem 
right to man and every whim he seeks to feed
lead but to dis ap point ing ends. 

In Adam was released the fire of pas sion,
zeal, and strong desire. One day will see the
har ness ing of these in full devo tion to his
Maker’s ways. Then will the deep desire of
nations and of every liv ing thing be sat is fied.

What is Lust? 

Lust is mis placed desire based on uned u cated
appe tite. Today’s child demands a diet of
 sugared things, or salted to extreme, and will
refuse to eat unless such whims are sat is fied.
So man is prone to instincts and desires inhib -
ited alone by social stan dards set by his fel -
lows. Where stan dards fail, as in our pres ent
age, indul gence takes its course with out re -
straint toward a dark abyss. 
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The great est bless ing God bequeathed—
that sweet com pan ion for man—so soon dis -
played the weak ness in that human pair. She
saw the fruit and lust ing for it failed to sense
the trap the ser pent laid. When Adam knew
what she had done, he fol lowed too, though not 
deceived, except per haps by the thought of the
loss of Eve (Genesis 3:6; 1 Tim o thy 2:14). 

Thus bes tial lust began, and there too did
the strug gle start between the appe tite for sen -
sual things and for things of God.

Are Saints Immune? 

Desire for things that grat ify the flesh: how
hard it is so often to dis cern between the mul -
ti tude of human wants and human needs. So
many tem po ral bless ings now sur round us in
easy reach. And in the world we breathe each
day pol luted air, a fog of impure thought,
while, sub tler still, the serpent would entice
from seek ing only what will please our Head. 

How search ing is the account of David’s life 
as we per ceive the les sons there for saints. His
life was a bat tle from the start, and even brief
respite brought a snare. So graph i cally in that
life the Lord illus trates the fight between the
right way of life and all its foes. 

We glimpse this in the Psalms. They con sist 
not of “arm-chair” poetry, com posed in the
warmth and com fort of the home. David was
on the run. Three thou sand men were on his
heels with one intent: to take his life. “My soul
is in the midst of lions … They breath fire …
Their teeth are sharp” (Psalm 57:4). Thus
were the spears and arrows of an entire army
search ing for one man. Yet in the midst of such 
a scene his cry ascends: “My heart is fixed, O
God, my heart is fixed” (v. 7). Not in David’s
own strength lay the trust that fos tered a sense
of immu nity from every threat. He knew the
Lord was on his side and greater far than all
that were against him (Psalm 27:1-3). 

Our foes are mainly those within. Per haps,
like David, we have moments too when sense
of tri umph fills the heart with grat i tude to one
above, who worketh all things to his blessed
design. Do we now cry, “O God, my heart is
fixed”? The bat tle is not over yet (1 Kings
20:11).

Edom, the old Edom, or old Adam, the
fleshly mind, is ever here, and ever alien to the
ways of God. Never can it be left unwatched.
How readily will it take advan tage of any

oppor tu nity for self-grat i fi ca tion, even while in
the ela tion of spir i tual sat is fac tion. 

We have the account in down-to-earth terms 
in 2 Sam uel. At first the bat tles go so well.
One foe after another is defeated. Then in
chap ter 11, David takes a lit tle time off from
the fight. He goes up onto the roof top, enjoy -
ing, as it were, a spir i tual “high.” Then it
 happens! Off-guard, his nat u ral eye sees some -
thing demand ing grat i fi ca tion, and “Edom”
has taken the land. Once again the old Adam
is in con trol. 

Oh, how deceit ful is the heart! With Bath -
sheba in his arms David had become blind to
all else. What a strong cit a del guards from
all inter fer ence the nat u ral will. The cit ies of
Edom, how impreg na ble they seemed. The
strong for tress of Petra is built into rock, deep
hid den and pro tected by an almost impass able
approach down a pre cip i tous nar row gorge. It
was hewn out of the over-hang ing crags of the
steep moun tain side. To sub due that city seemed
impos si ble. Indeed, it was a prov erb, a byword
among men, the strength of Edom: “Who will
bring me into the strong city? who will lead me
into Edom?” (Psalm 60:9). It is as though
those words resounded in his mind as Paul
wrote, “Who shall deliver me from the body of
this death?” (Romans 7:24, mar gin).

Sal va tion lies alone in the one whose favor
now seems for feited by our car nal ity. Yet suf -
fer ing the con se quences of his fall, David
acknowl edges, as do we, the dis ci plin ing of the
Lord that stirs within new depths of that desire
for peace with God: “Thou desirest truth in
the inward parts … Cast me not away from thy 
pres ence; and take not thy holy spirit from
me” (Psalm 51:6,11). The chas ten ing broke
David’s heart, yet it was the cor rec tion of a son
whom the Father loved. And at that time the
son of David—Jesus Christ—would pay the
price of sin in death. Later the son of David
would make atone ment and gain the heav enly
throne.

The Spirit Lusteth 

“For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and
the Spirit against the flesh” (Galatians 5:17).

What is this lust ing of the spirit that must
tri umph over the lust ing of the flesh? While
lust is a word now chiefly used with evil im -
port, its basic thought was of strong desire and
intense long ing. It was in this pur est sense that
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the new mind is infused, and here the con flict
forms (Gen e sis 25:22-26). 

Within Rebekah’s womb there fought two
boys. Alarmed and puz zled she besought the
Lord, and he por trayed two man ner of peo ple
that would emerge. Yet at the end the elder
was to serve the youn ger. Thus was Esau
(Edom) born from the same womb as Jacob.
Of Jacob it was writ ten, “He took his brother
by the heel in the womb, and by his strength he 
had power with God” (Hosea 12:3). Was this 
in the mind of Paul when he spoke of the con -
flict deep within each saint? Do we take our
old “Adam” by the heel, with firm resolve? 

The bat tle is not yet over. It took five hun -
dred years for Edom to at last sub mit, and that
in David’s reign. What hope have we in this
brief life to con quer all of “Edom’s” ways, the
car nal lusts? In Romans 7 Paul described the
con flict that ensued once he per ceived the per -
fect ways of God. Alone in bat tle Paul was
help less, the good he would he could not do.
Did he then find a con quer ing “David” too?

In Romans 8, a new hope springs from
God’s own spirit shared with man, a new life
full of power is there released. With out that
power of God Paul knew he could never rise
beyond his fallen state: “So then with the mind 
I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh 
the law of sin” (Romans 7:25).

In Christ’s own tri umph over sin and death
we even now may joy, as tak ing his achieve -
ment as our own. With what fresh hope we
now renew the strug gle there within. With the
captain of sal va tion at our side together we will
now the vic tory win (Hebrews 2:10).

The bat tle sets in full array. On one side
count less alien hosts defy the Sav ior’s work.
Great obsta cles arise between us and the goal.
And Edom’s forces mus ter to deter the march
of glory in the King’s High way. And do we
cry, “Where are those char i ots of the Lord?”
Yes, they are there, nor will all ene mies com -
bined divert us from the shin ing way while the
light of his own pres ence is our stay (Num bers
20:17-21; Mat thew 28:20;  2 Tim o thy 4:16-
18). 

With youth ful zeal young “Timothys” may
flee from youth ful lusts. To run through hosts,
and jump the walls, may chal lenge aging
frames. But spiritual strength renewed is there
for young and old, and we shall not grow weary 
if the way we tread, yes, every step, we share
with the ones we love (Psalm 18:17,29-39;
Isa iah 40:28-31; 26:4, mar gin). 

Then sweet release from this frail flesh,
the body hum bling to those high desires that
form our goal. Then shall we see what he has
wrought, and real ize the need we had to fight
the lusts of flesh, our many faults, and every
weak ness known. For there beside our Cap tain 
do we gain in bat tle those rich spoils he waits to 
share with those whose strength lies ever in
their Rock (Philipians 3:21; Isa iah 53:12).

The Merging of Desire

“They may be one” (John 17:22). What
speechless joy the Mas ter’s words bring to us.
Jesus also has intense desire, and the same
Hebrew word describ ing ‘lust’ is used of him
in Psalm 45:11. So shall the king for thine
own beauty yearn with deep desire, the beauty 
of a heart made truly his, where out-poured
ado ra tion bathe his brow, and tears of grat i -
tude his feet (John 14:23; Song of Sol o mon
5:1).

And is there even more? Has our dear
Father such long ing too? What untold depths
of yearn ing does this same word speak in mel -
ody divine: “For the LORD hath cho sen Zion; 
he hath desired it for his hab i ta tion. This is my
rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired
it” (Psalm 132:13,14). Here glimpsed is glory 
that exceeds by far each tran sient joy this life
could ever know. Against its bright ness things
of earth grow dim, nor can we cling or yearn for 
any thing below. The spirit’s ‘lusts’ are as a
holy fire, con sum ing all unwor thy of the place
wherein he dwells who is our heart’s desire
(Psalm 84:1,2). With con science free may we
indulge these holy lusts: “Thus will I bless thee 
while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name. 
My soul shall be sat is fied as with mar row and
fat ness; and my mouth shall praise thee with
joy ful lips” (Psalm 63:4,5).

And what of all man kind? “How excel lent
is thy lovingkindness, O God! there fore the
chil dren of men put their trust under the
shadow of thy wings. They shall be abun dantly 
sat is fied with the fat ness of thy house; and
thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy
plea sures” (Psalm 36:7,8). There from life’s
fountain man will draw and find com plete ful -
fil ment ever more (Revelation 22:1-5). 

“This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye
shall not ful fil the lusts of the flesh” (Galatians
5:16).
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Lucifer’s Downfall

Pride
Pride goeth before destruc tion, and an haughty spirit before a fall.—Prov erbs 16:18

Adam Kopczyk

The dic tio nary de fines pride as  self-
esteem, ar ro gance, high opin ion of
one’s own im por tance or worth, un due 

sense of su pe ri or ity, con scious ness of power,
pomp, glory, ex alted or el e vated feel ing. Pride
is the ex al ta tion of self over oth ers and has been 
rec og nized since an cient times as a root cause
of cru elty and evil. 

“Pride is unique among the so-called
‘seven deadly sins’ in that we are of ten un -
aware of our ar ro gance, though we readily
know when we are an gry, greedy, glut ton -
ous, etc. Un like the other sins, when pride
is pointed out to us, we do not even re al ize
that it is there. This is be cause it is dif fi cult 
for us to ad mit that we are of less worth
than we imag ine our selves to be.”—Sol o -
mon Schimmel, The Seven Deadly Sins,
p. 36.

Pride can be a poi son ous man i fes ta tion of
self ish ness. Some one has well said it is self ish -
ness gone to seed. Inap pro pri ate pride can
cause con sid er able emo tional distress. 

The Lord’s hatred of evil is intense and far-
reach ing. In Prov erbs 8:13 we read that the
fear [rev er ence] of the Lord is shown by our
hatred of evil. That verse con tin ues by men -
tion ing pride, arro gance, and evil-speak ing as
spe cific things the Lord hates.

We have learned some thing of God’s char -
ac ter, and to love the things he loves—righ t -
eous ness, truth, equity, etc. But we are also
expected to hate the things he hates.

Accord ing to Prov erbs 6:17, the first thing
the Lord hates is a proud look (“Haughty
eyes” is the lit eral ren der ing of the Hebrew). It
refers largely to self-exal ta tion, to those who
boast them selves above oth ers. These indi vid u -
als not only pride them selves upon their own
advan tages, but also look down on oth ers. In
some it is pride of wealth, in oth ers the spirit
may be that of sec tar ian pride, the pride of
belong ing to something; and to oth ers it may be 
fam ily, cul tural, or personal pride. 

Contrasting examples

In the Bible we have two dra matic and con -
trast ing exam ples. The first exam ple of pride
was Luci fer, the “son of the morn ing” (Isa iah
14:12). He was one of the most beau ti ful heav -
enly crea tures and was “lifted up” because of
his beauty: “Thine heart was lifted up.” A
sud den rise to power and posi tion with out a
legit i mate right to it gen er ally results in pride
of heart: “Thou hast cor rupted thy wis dom
by rea son of thy bright ness” (Eze kiel 28:17).
Luci fer exalted him self: “I will ascend into
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars
of God; and I will sit upon the mount of con -
gre ga tion, in the utter most sides of the north:
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;
I will be like the most High” (Isa iah 14:13,
14). No per son on earth, not even a king,
would use such words. Luci fer aspired to be
equal in posi tion and power to the cre ator of
all things, ignor ing the fact he owed his life
and all that he had to that cre ator. There is
such a vivid con trast between this over whelm -
ing pride and ambi tion and the atti tude of the
faith ful Logos. The Logos found no greater
aspi ra tion than to be loyal to the Father’s will.

Paul’s lan guage in Philippians 2:6-9 sug -
gests a direct con trast between the course of the 
one who sought to exalt him self by say ing he
would be as the most high, and the other who
will ingly moved to a lower, human plane of
exis tence to accom plish obe di ently the will of
God.

Pride was Satan’s choice; humil ity was the
choice of the Logos who was the begin ning of
the cre ation of God. “God resisteth the proud,
but giv eth grace unto the hum ble” (James 4:6). 
God highly exalted our Lord Jesus, and gave
him a name which is above every name because 
he rightly used what he had in har mony with
God’s will. Jesus did receive the high exal ta tion 
to be as the most high. God says of Satan that
destruc tion will be his reward because pride
goeth before destruc tion.
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Jesus never aspired to be like God; he hum -
bled him self to assist in the imple men ta tion
of God’s plan.

Another con trast between the hum ble and
the arro gant is found in the self-righ teous
 pharisee and the poor pub li can. With a proud
look, the phar i see thanked God that he had not 
fallen as low as oth ers; the pub li can, con scious
of his guilt, cried, “God be mer ci ful to me a
sin ner” (Luke 18:10-14).

Pride in the Disciples

Pride raised its ugly head when the dis ci ples
began to dis cuss which of them would be the
great est in the king dom. “When Jesus saw the
rea son ing of their heart, he took a lit tle child,
and set him by his side” (Luke 9:47,48, ASV).
This would be a child not yet old enough to
have been con tam i nated by the pride of those
who were older. Our Lord then taught a
 lesson of humil ity, a les son needed by every
Chris tian through out this age: “Who so ever
there fore shall hum ble him self as this lit tle
child [thus tak ing an active part him self in cul -
ti vat ing this vir tue, not leav ing it entirely to the 
Lord or cir cum stances], the same is the great -
est in the king dom” (Mat thew 18:4).

Our Lord’s les son on humil ity was given
shortly after Peter, James, and John had been
with Jesus in the Mount of Trans fig u ra tion.
This and other sim i lar favors shown to them
could eas ily have caused those three to suc -
cumb to the temp ta tion of pride. The words of
Micah would have been more help ful: “He
hath shewed thee, O man, what is good … do
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk hum bly
with thy God” (Micah 6:8). All who would
enter into his pres ence must be humble.

The one who is hum ble is inured to pomp,
to fool ish show, and is safe from the dan ger of
pride caused by what ever hon ors the world
wants to grant. One who is hum ble is with out
mal ice, with out rivalry or com pet i tive ness. 

Can we hon estly say that it gives us greater
plea sure to see oth ers tak ing a higher place
than we are granted in the Lord’s ser vice? If
we can, we are reach ing matu rity in our Chris -
tian devel op ment (Philippians 2:3).

Humility is Essential

Pride takes plea sure in the weak nesses of oth -
ers. Humil ity rejoices in cov er ing “all sins”
with the man tle of love, abso lutely essen tial if
prof it able fel low ship is to be enjoyed with our

breth ren. Peter points out that humil ity is the
qual ity essen tial for all, not pride: “Be clothed
with humil ity” (1 Peter 5:5). Out side of every
other adorn ment of char ac ter, and cov er ing all 
the oth ers, we should have this robe of hum -
ble-mind ed ness, the oppo site dis po si tion of
pride.

All who are actu ated by pride may be sure 
that the Lord will not lead them or bless
them; he will resist and reject them. And if
resisted by the Lord, such as come under the
influ ence of a spirit of pride and ambi tion
will be led  further and fur ther away from
devel op ing the fruits and graces of the spirit.
Peter coun sels the breth ren to cul ti vate this
humil ity which the Lord so greatly loves,
appre ci ates, and prom ises to reward. He
writes: “Hum ble your selves there fore under
the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt
you in due time” (1 Peter 5:6).

Hum ble your self, become like a lit tle child 
devoid of self-ambi tion. Be actu ated by a
desire to serve the Lord and his flock; serve
his cause, the truth, and for get your self com -
pletely.

Of the four sins of Sodom described in
Ezekiel 16:49, pride is men tioned first. Per -
haps pros per ity affected her pride; arro gance 
and injus tice fol lowed. The cit ies of the plain 
were destroyed by fire from heaven, a pic ture 
of the destruc tion of the wicked. “Pride
goeth before destruc tion” (Prov erbs 16:18).

The rebel lion of Korah described in
Num bers 16 describes the con se quences of
exalt ing one’s self; it resulted in the destruc -
tion of him and his fol low ers (Num bers
16:49).

Nebuchadnezzar became swol len with
pride at his own achieve ments, both mil i tarily
and in the mag nif i cence of the city he built.
Egypt could have been his final vic tory, mak ing 
him mas ter of the mid dle-east ern world. This is 
what caused his inor di nate pride which in turn
led to his pun ish ment. While boast ing of his
achieve ments, he was seized with a men tal mal -
ady that today is called lycanthropy, a con di -
tion in which a per son imag ines he is a wild
ani mal. Dan iel’s account shows clearly that for
a time the king was unfit to rule; he roamed the 
area, eat ing grass and sleep ing in dens at night. 
He remained com pletely irra tio nal until the
pun ish ment was lifted. Even tu ally the king’s
rea son returned and he was restored to his
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posi tion. He had learned his les son: “I Nebu -
chadnezzar praise and extol and hon our the
King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and
his ways judg ment: and those that walk in pride
he is able to abase” (Dan iel 4:37).

Then there was Herod Agrippa. A vast
mul ti tude assem bled to see the fes tive games.
Before the assem bled throng, the king, in all
pride of high state, appeared in a robe con tain -
ing sil ver threads. Accord ing to Josephus the
time of his appear ance in the early morn ing
hours was care fully cho sen so the sil ver in his
gar ment was illu mi nated by the first of the
sun’s rays. We read: “And the peo ple gave a
shout say ing, It is the voice of a god, and not of
a man” (Acts 12:22, ASV). Instead of rebuk -
ing such words the king enjoyed this newly-
declared sta tus. It was short lived because an
angel of the Lord smote him and he was eaten
of worms (verse 23). 

Pride a Cause of Much Irritability

Pride is con nected with nearly every thing that
is inju ri ous to the peo ple of God. Where pride 
exists, a per son is sus cep ti ble to evil influ ences 
from every quar ter. Pride man i fests itself in
many ways. Some times it man i fests itself as
self-esteem, lead ing one to think too highly of
him self and too lightly of oth ers, even to the
extent of imag in ing one’s self to be supe rior.
A con ceited per son has just one ardent ad -
mirer: him self. The folly of this is con cisely
described in the prov erb: “Seest thou a man
wise in his own con ceit? there is more hope of
a fool than of him” (Prov erbs 26:12). Humil -
ity leads peo ple to serve oth ers; con ceit leads
them to serve them selves. Some times pride
man i fests itself in a love of praise or fame; any -
thing that con flicts with a desire to appear spe -
cial before oth ers touches a ten der spot.

We should not be proud of hav ing the truth
or of our abil ity to serve the truth. All pride is
objec tion able in the sight of God and shows
that its pos sessor has a small mind. Self-
laudation and a striv ing for pre em i nence are to
be thor oughly put away as the great est ene mies 
to the spirit of the Lord and the bless ing of the
church. We have noth ing of which to be proud, 
noth ing of which to boast. If we have received
any thing of the Lord, we should be thank ful
indeed for the favors bestowed upon us, in -
stead of glo ry ing as though we had attained it
our selves (1 Corin thi ans 4:7).

How to Control Pride

If we have pride or ambi tion, we must seek to
con trol it with the spirit of love and sym pa thy
for oth ers, instead of let ting the wrong spirit
con trol us. The best way to do this is to prac -
tice gen er os ity and to pro voke oth ers to love
and good works and not to anger. Let us
remem ber that humil ity is one of the great est
and most impor tant les sons to be learned in
the school of Christ. Obe di ence to the instruc -
tions of the Teacher along this line has much
to do with whether we will attain the king dom.

One of the best aids to learn ing this impor -
tant les son is to judge our selves and scru ti nize
our own motives. If we find we have acted
unjustly toward another, we should imme di -
ately make amends to the best of our abil ity.
We should prop erly exam ine our own minds,
and seek to make mat ters right with the one we
have wronged. For a per son who is proud or
who is insen si tive to the good opin ion of oth ers, 
it is dif fi cult to apol o gize. But the best thing to
do is to set the mat ter right as quickly as pos si -
ble. Thus we may have help along the line
where we should have it, by over com ing our
pride and van ity.

The mem bers of the body of Christ are all to 
be cop ies of God’s dear son. This does not
mean that God’s peo ple will be able always to
con trol their words, looks, and actions. One
who has some weak ness asso ci ated with pride
or van ity will apol o gize for any wrong done;
by that act he will show both God and man
that his heart rec og nizes the right prin ci ple. A
great bless ing will come to him because he is
strictly fol low ing the divine word and thus he
will grad u ally over come his weak ness and
strengthen his char ac ter.

Pride is abso lutely a great enemy of the new
cre ation. It always pro duces a loss and a dis ad -
van tage. It is our heav enly Father’s pur pose to
make this so evi dent that even tu ally no crea ture 
in heaven or earth will ever allow pride to con -
trol him.

Chris tians should be on the alert to resist
pride, for if it is allowed to influ ence one’s
thoughts and actions, it will do great dam age to 
the peace and joy one has in the Lord.

Our Lord Jesus gave us a per fect exam ple
of humil ity. Let us all strive to be like him,
clothed with humil ity. May we never allow the
seeds of pride to enter into our hearts.
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Less of Self, More of Thee

Greed
In a great trial of afflic tion, the abun dance of their joy and their deep pov erty abounded
unto the riches of their lib er al ity.—2 Corin thi ans 8:2

Robert Brand

Greed can be de fined as “an in or di nate
de sire to ac quire and pos sess.” While
envy and cov et ous ness in volve an im -

proper de sire to pos sess what some one else
has, greed fo cuses more on en deav or ing to sat -
isfy self with out a com par i son to oth ers. An -
other def i ni tion might be “an in ap pro pri ate
at ti tude to wards things of value in the mis taken 
judg ment that one’s well-be ing is tied to one’s
pos ses sions.” What ever the pre cise def i ni tion,
greed is scrip tur ally ranked amongst the most
griev ous of sins.

“Greed” is trans lated in the Old and New
Tes ta ments from var i ous Greek and Hebrew
words. Actu ally, the spe cific word “greed”
does not appear in the King James trans la tion
of the Bible. That trans la tion does con tain
three verses with “greed ily” and six with
“greedy.” The generic def i ni tion of the words
as exces sive desire indi cates the need for con -
text to under stand this sub ject.

When most peo ple think about greed, they
prob a bly think about money, and an inap pro -
pri ate desire for great amounts of it. Today’s
news pa pers are full of sto ries of cor po rate
titans and their fall from posi tions of power and 
money through scan dals involv ing greed. Some 
may even think that greed for money is the
cause of every type of evil because 1 Tim o thy
6:10 seems to say so: “For the love of money is
the root of all evil.” The New Inter na tional
Ver sion, as well as many other Bible ver sions,
clears up any mis con cep tion: “For the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil.” The re -
main der of verse 10, not quoted as often as the
first part, lends addi tional insight: “Some peo -
ple, eager for money, have wan dered from the
faith and pierced them selves with many griefs.” 
Then, in verse 11, Paul pro vides the nec es sary 
coun sel and cor rect per spec tive for the Chris -
tian when he states: “But you, man of God,
flee from all this, and pur sue righ teous ness,
god li ness, faith, love, endur ance, and gen tle -

ness.” Greed is there fore seen as a root cause
of sin, with many allied forms of unrigh teous -
ness man i fest ing from it. 

An effec tive char ac ter devel op ment strat egy is
to focus on root causes of sin and endeavor to
over come them. Once vic tory is obtained, by
the Lord’s grace and our efforts, we will find
the chal leng ing task of over com ing to be less
stren u ous. For exam ple, exag ger a tion and cheat -
ing are dif fer ent sins, but they come from the
same root trans gres sion: dis hon esty. Focus ing
our ener gies on over com ing the core wrong of
dis hon esty helps greatly in gain ing a vic tory
over its allied sins.

A dis tinc tion must be drawn between greed
and the legit i mate pur suit of money and other
tem po ral neces si ties: “If a man will not work,
he shall not eat” (2 Thessalonians 3:10, NIV).
Paul admon ishes us to “work with [our] own
hands” (1 Thessalonians 4:11) and make an
hon est liv ing, pro vid ing for our selves and those
for whom we are re spon si ble. Paul’s famil iar
words could not be stron ger: “If any one does
not pro vide for his rel a tives, and espe cially for
his own fam ily, he has dis owned the faith and
is worse than an unbe liever” (1 Tim o thy 5:8,
RSV). Rather than “an inor di nate desire to
acquire and pos sess,” pro vid ing the neces si ties
of life is a Chris tian respon si bil ity.

Stu dents of the Scrip tures might be sur -
prised to dis cover how seri ous greed is as a sin.
Greed’s allied sin of cov et ous ness is actu ally
linked with idol a try: “Put to death there fore
your mem bers which are upon the earth: for ni -
ca tion, unclean ness, pas sion, evil desire, and
cov et ous ness, which is idol a try” (Colossians
3:5, ASV; see also Ephe sians 5:5). Greed is a
form of idol a try because it places some thing, or 
some one, before one’s alle giance to the Lord.
Chris tians are even warned to not asso ci ate
with those who are greedy: “But rather I wrote
to you not to asso ci ate with any one who bears
the name of brother if he is guilty of immo ral ity
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or greed … —not even to eat with such a one”
(1 Corin thi ans 5:11, RSV). In fact, will ful and 
con tin u ing per sis tence in the sin of greed will
dis qual ify some one from eter nal life in God’s
king dom (1 Corin thi ans 6:9,10). It is not sur -
pris ing then to see a lack of greed as one of
the qual i fi ca tions for ser vants within the church 
(1 Tim o thy 3:3,8).

An unfor tu nate real ity of the fallen human
nature is that its appe tites are insa tia ble.
Rather than sim ply want ing enough, we tend
to want more. After we get more, we desire
more still. All must guard against this ten -
dency. “Let your mod er a tion be known unto
all men” (Philippians 4:5) is the Bible’s pre -
scrip tion and anti dote. Whether it is the Isra el -
ites want ing manna, then not being sat is fied
with it, or a mod ern-day cou ple want ing a need -
lessly larger and more expen sive home, this
ten dency to want more has a long, albeit igno -
ble, his tory in man kind’s exis tence. By con -
trast, con tent ment is a godly vir tue. In fact, in
many ways, con tent ment is the oppo site of
greed: “And hav ing food and rai ment let us be
there with con tent” (1 Tim o thy 6:8). “Be con -
tent with such things as ye have” (Hebrews
13:5). Paul framed his efforts to be con tent as
part of the Chris tian learn ing expe ri ence: “For
I have learned, in what so ever state I am, there -
with to be con tent” (Philippians 4:11). Con -
tent ment is a char ac ter trait that must be devel -
oped in the nar row way.

A won der ful exam ple of the oppo site of
greed in action is found in the early church’s
response to the tem po ral depri va tion of the
breth ren in Jeru sa lem. Paul speaks of this
expe ri ence in 1 Corin thi ans 16:1-4 and 2 Co -
rin thi ans chap ters 8 and 9. We might think
that tem po ral giv ing was chal leng ing for most
in the church at that time, and it evi dently was.
God tends to not call the priv i leged of this
world (1 Corin thi ans 1:26). A won der ful les -
son can be gained by a care ful read ing of 2
Corin thi ans 8:1-9, RSV. First, Paul cred its
their gen er os ity and sub se quent actions to “the
grace of God” (verse 1). This reminds us of
the words of James: “Every good and every
per fect gift is from above” (James 1:17). Then
Paul pro vides a fas ci nat ing for mula for our
con sid er ation and admo ni tion; in what was to
be a severe test upon the breth ren, a com bi na -
tion of their joy in the Lord cou pled with the
real ity of their own “extreme pov erty” resulted

not in min i mal giv ing, but in “a wealth of lib er -
al ity” on their part. Paul goes on to say in verse 
4 that the Mac e do nian breth ren not only gave
beyond their means of their own free will, but
they lit er ally begged for the priv i lege of doing
so!

He says this gen er ous effort was made by
body mem bers, those who gave them selves first
to the Lord (v. 5), and then com mit ted their
means to the wel fare of the saints. In verse 7 he
com bines the two main aspects of faith: belief
and action. After men tion ing some Chris tian
vir tues, he does not for get the phys i cal aspect
when he says, “See that you excel in this gra -
cious work also” (v. 7, RSV). Such action
proves that our love is gen u ine (v. 8). Paul
caps off this pas sage by call ing to mind our sov -
er eign, our Lord Jesus Christ, “That though he
was rich, yet for your sake he be came poor, so
that by his pov erty you might become rich” (v.
9, RSV) in spir i tual bless ings.

Yes, the Lord dis dains greed but “loves a
cheer ful giver” (vs. 7). What a les son is found
in 2 Corin thi ans 9:6-15. There are so many
famil iar verses, but hope fully not so famil iar
that we over look what they teach us: “He
which soweth spar ingly shall reap also spar -
ingly; and he which soweth boun ti fully shall
reap also boun ti fully” (vs. 6). “God is able to
make all grace abound toward you; that ye …
may abound to every good work” (vs. 8). So
many won der ful things came from this one act
of gen er os ity: 

1. The im pov er ished Je ru sa lem breth ren
were as sisted tem po rally.

2. These breth ren were as sured of their
fel low saints’ fer vent Chris tian love for
them. 

3. The breth ren who as sisted were en -
riched by the ex pe ri ence of giv ing.

Greed con tin ues to man i fest today in many
forms, includ ing an increas ingly pop u lar phe -
nom e non found in some reli gious move ments
known as “pros per ity the ol ogy.” This is the
belief that God will mate ri ally bless Chris tians
to dem on strate his favor in their lives, often in
response to a believer’s tithes and offer ings.
Summed up, this increas ingly pop u lar view
states that the more you give (often to the reli -
gious orga ni za tion espous ing the phi los o phy),
the more the Lord will bless you mate ri ally.
Con versely, a lack of mate rial riches is an indi -
ca tion of a lack of faith ful ness to God.
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Such a teach ing is an exam ple of greed in
the extreme. It is an old sin cloaked in reli gi os -
ity and dis guised to suit our pres ent-day mate -
rial world. There is no doubt that it also finan -
cially enriches the reli gious lead ers who preach
this idea.

Draw ing from the actual Old Tes ta ment
teach ing that God did indeed favor his cho -
sen peo ple with mate rial bless ings, Scrip -
tures such as Malachi 3:10 are cited: “Bring 
ye all the tithes into the store house … and
prove me now here with, saith the LORD of
hosts, if I will not open you the win dows of
heaven, and pour you out a bless ing, that
there shall not be room enough to receive it.” 
Another oft-quoted pas sage is at the end of
the book of Job: “So the LORD blessed the
lat ter end of Job more than his begin ning:
for he had four teen thou sand sheep, and six
thou sand cam els, and … seven sons and
three daugh ters” (Job 42:12,13).

Because there is a com plete absence of such
pas sages in the New Tes ta ment, pro po nents of 
this doc trine mis ap ply and redi rect God’s
prom ises to faith ful Israel to the New Cre ation
of the Gos pel age. The “riches” prom ised for
the Chris tian are spir i tual, not mate rial, in
nature. One verse in 1 Corin thi ans 16:2 may
seem to indi cate that the Lord prom ises us
mate rial wealth: “Upon the first day of the
week let every one of you lay by him in store, as 

God hath pros pered him.“ The Revised Stan -
dard Ver sion clears up the pos si ble con fu sion
with the phrase “as he may pros per” rather
than indi cat ing that God him self has mate ri ally 
blessed believ ers.

The Lord’s peo ple are gra ciously prom ised
the basic neces si ties of life: “Do not be anx ious
about your life, what you shall eat or what you
shall drink, … [or] what you shall put on …
will he [God] not much more clothe you?”
(Mat thew 6:25-30, RSV). That agrees with 1
Tim o thy 6:8, “And hav ing food and rai ment
let us be there with con tent.” Indeed, rejoic ing
in the Lord’s boun ti ful pro vi sions for us, tem -
po ral and spir i tual, is a sign of mature Chris -
tian char ac ter.

Let us real ize that obe di ence to the Lord
and his stan dard of righ teous ness will bring
what we need to make our call ing and elec tion
sure: an over abun dance of the best kind of
bless ings, the fruits and graces of the spirit.

Con trary to a pop u lar line in today’s ava ri -
cious cul ture which claims “Greed is good,”
greed is a griev ous core sin. It is con trary to the
will of God; it is the foun da tion of many hu -
man ills, destruc tion, and heart ache. As Chris -
tians, we are to strive for joy and sat is fac tion in
that with which the Lord has blessed us. And
we know that such striv ing is well worth the
effort, for “God li ness with con tent ment is great 
gain” (1 Tim o thy 6:6).
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“If you love money and wealth, you will never be sat is fied with what you

have. … The more you have, the more every one expects from you. Your

money won’t do you any good—oth ers will just spend it for you. If you

have to work hard for a liv ing, you can rest well at night, even if you don’t

have much to eat. But if you are rich, you can’t even sleep. … Peo ple get

rich, but it does them no good. Sud denly they lose every thing in a bad

busi ness deal, then have noth ing to leave for their chil dren. They came

into this world naked, and when they die, they will be just as naked. They

can’t take any thing with them, and they won’t have any thing to show for

all their work. … They leave the world just as they came into it. They

gained noth ing from run ning after the wind.”

—Eccle si as tes 5:10-16, Con tem po rary Eng lish Ver sion
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Brother to a Great Waster

Sloth
By sloth ful ness the build ing decays; and through low er ing of the hands the house leaks.—
Eccle si as tes 10:18, Mod ern KJV

Régis Liberda

In the par a ble of the tal ents the Lord ad -
mon ishes his dis ci ples by de scrib ing a ter ri -
ble pun ish ment for an un prof it able ser vant.

Know ing this judg ment of the Lord to ward
some one who is ba si cally lazy, we should de -
fine with some pre ci sion the sin that leads to
such an end and, of course, de fine sloth in gen -
eral. When we con sider the se ver ity of the pun -
ish ment of this ser vant, we know there are good 
rea sons why the Lord taught this les son.

Sloth is always eas ier to rec og nize in oth ers
than in our selves. It is a sub jec tive sin. We can
say a per son is sloth ful (lazy) if we have known 
the per son a long time and can com pare his or
her activ ity with prior activ ity in the past, or
when com pared to others.

Although each of us is able to think, to
work, or to suf fer, there are great dif fer ences
among us. Some have greater phys i cal capa bil -
ity to per form a task, oth ers less. Some can tol -
er ate con sid er able pain, oth ers not. There is a
ten dency to judge the “strength” or “weak -
ness” of another in terms of ourselves.

Thus it is with what can be observed. In the
par a ble the Lord gave five tal ents, two tal ents,
and one tal ent to his ser vants based on his
knowl edge of their capa bil i ties. So the limit of
our zeal is some thing only God can appre ci ate
in com par i son with our capac i ties. We need to
con sider how sloth appears to God when we
attempt to “do our duty” as Chris tians.

Sloth can result from many causes, one of
which is phys i cal. An ill ness affects our abil ity
to work and serve. Here’s one exam ple from
the apos tle Paul whose prayer to God is well
known: “And lest I should be exalted above
mea sure through the abun dance of the rev e -
la tions, there was given to me a thorn in the
flesh, the mes sen ger of Satan to buf fet me, lest
I should be exalted above mea sure. For this
thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might
depart from me. And he said unto me, my
grace is suf fi cient for thee: for my strength is

made per fect in weak ness. Most gladly there -
fore will I rather glory in my infir mi ties, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2
Corin thi ans 12:7-9).

Many expla na tions have been sug gested for
Paul’s “thorn in the flesh,” but it is unimpor -
tant to know what it was. Paul con sid ered that
infir mity, what ever it was, as pre vent ing him
from serv ing the Lord as he wanted. Because
God did not remove this “thorn,” we know he
did not want Paul serv ing him with out it.

So was Paul sloth ful? Cer tainly not! Paul
may have thought his ser vice for the Lord was
not what he thought it could be because of that
infir mity, and so from one point of view, he
may have con sid ered him self guilty of sloth.
Oth ers around him might notice if he stopped
work ing when they wanted to con tinue.

We might feel the same if we planned a spe -
cial work, then found we did not have the
energy to carry it out. Instead of antic i pat ing
that task with plea sure, it instead became
some thing tir ing or pain ful.

Sloth can be the result of men tal pro cesses
that reduce our zeal. Gen er ally the lack of a
goal pro duces dis cour age ment in any one. Sup -
pose our job requires us to pro duce a report
which must be sub mit ted next week. We must
write a few pages describ ing a man u fac tur ing
pro cess and how to improve it. Some parts of
the report we find easy to write. Other parts
may be less so because the pro cess is com pli -
cated, and we are unable to orga nize the ideas
clearly or find good answers to the problem.

If we con sider this assign ment as tir ing and
which we think might not even be well-received 
by our boss, we will, when we encoun ter the
first dif fi culty, find rea sons to do some thing
else. If dis cour age ment is allowed to pos sess
us, we will soon become “unprof it able.” But if
we are moti vated to do a good job, we will keep 
at the task we are expected to accomplish.
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Some peo ple appear to be lazy when that is
not their prob lem. Fear may keep them from
doing some thing even though they know oth ers
may judge them as lazy. That, in their minds,
is pref er a ble to being judged incom pe tent.
They do this because they sup pose sloth is less
dis grace ful than incom pe tence. Pre sum ably
sloth can be over come while incom pe tence is
per ma nent. Vol un tary sloth can also be exhib -
ited by some one who is able to do the work, but 
just does n’t want to do it. He will ingly accepts
the risk of being con sid ered lazy because he
finds it pref er a ble to actually doing work.

Whether we avoid work because of this rea -
son or some other, God, who knows all our
abil i ties and short com ings, will make the final
judg ment about the ser vice we ren der to him
when the time comes.

Motivation Is Key

If a task is to be cor rectly done, we need to be
moti vated. Money is con sid ered an effec tive
motivator by many. We can imag ine some as
exces sively busy every wak ing hour to accu mu -
late the most money pos si ble. This per spec tive 
can be so attrac tive that it over comes fatigue
and dis cour age ment.

Stu dents may find some of their sub jects
bor ing. At the end of the semes ter, with the
pros pect of a pass/fail exam i na tion, such stu -
dents must sud denly find the moti va tion. It
could be the real iza tion that whether they like
the sub ject or not, grad u a tion is a nec es sary
first step to a future career.

More com monly, most rec og nize that to sur -
vive, they need money for the neces si ties of life,
and so, although sloth may appear to have its
allure ments, good sense tri umphs as work is
done to acquire money. 

The stron ger the moti va tion, the more zeal
will be exhib ited in com par i son with the dif fi -
cul ties of the work. Employ ers can use this
phe nom e non to increase the pro duc tion
 efficiency of a fac tory. This works better than
threat en ing some pun ish ment, because pos i -
tive incen tives are usu ally better than neg a tive
threats for both employee and employer. There 
are excep tions, of course. There are those who
will not change their behav ior no mat ter what
kind of incen tive is used, even pun ish ment. But 
for most, good moti va tion usu ally overcomes
sloth.

“Go to the ant, thou slug gard; con sider her
ways, and be wise” (Prov erbs 6:6). These

words strongly imply that God wants us to be
busy, that he con sid ers sloth a sin. After our
first par ents dis obeyed the direct com mand of
God in the gar den, he spoke to them and said,
“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread,
till thou return unto the ground; for out of it
wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return” (Gen e sis 3:19). God
con sid ered hard work to obtain one’s daily
food as the expected behav ior for everyone.

Through out Old Tes ta ment his tory we see
that work, even hard work, was the nor mal
state for man kind. God prom ised that he
would reward hard work with bless ings if that
work was accom pa nied with obe di ence to him.
Oth er wise, there would be pun ish ment, in clud -
ing mea ger results from the work done.

In the New Tes ta ment we see Jesus who
gave so much of his time and strength, and who 
finally gave his life for us and all man kind! Due 
to his per sonal expe ri ence and his moti va tion
he was in a posi tion to speak about pun ish ment 
for inac tiv ity in the par a ble of the talents.

The apos tle Paul, who was con cerned about
how his infir mity lim ited his ser vice, writes:
“Nei ther did we eat any man’s bread for
nought; but wrought with labour and tra vail
night and day, that we might not be charge able 
to any of you: not because we have not power,
but to make our selves an ensample unto you to
fol low us. For even when we were with you,
this we com manded you, that if any would not
work, nei ther should he eat” (2 Thessalonians
3:8-10). Paul con sid ered sloth as unac cept -
able for Chris tians and used his own expe ri -
ence as an exam ple.

This text speaks espe cially of the work Paul
had to do to live; he needed money to pro vide
his food and shel ter. The impli ca tion is that
some did not do this. In the first Chris tian
 community in Jeru sa lem money was gath ered
among the breth ren for those who were in need:
“[They] sold their pos ses sions and goods, and
parted them to all men, as every man had
need” (Acts 2:45). Such com mu nity life might 
have tempted some to accept the assis tance of
oth ers with out the need for them to work at all.

We do not know if that was the case in
Thessalonica. Paul seems to have cho sen an
inde pend ent course rather than to rely on the
lar gesse of oth ers. In any event he con demns
sloth on the part of those who refuse to pro vide
for them selves through their own labor. Con -
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cern ing his own moti va tion, he says sim ply that 
he did not want to “be charge able to any of
you.” 

What about spir i tual sloth? We already
know what Jesus thought about this sub ject in
the par a ble of the tal ents, and the work or lack
of it done by the ser vants dur ing the absence of
their lord. When that lord reck oned with his
ser vants, their efforts affected the outcome. At
the begin ning of the par a ble the lord did not
say to the ser vants, “Work hard and you will
get a per cent of what I have entrusted to you.”
He did not say, “If you do not work hard, you
will be pun ished.” We know only that the par -
a ble ends with both reward and pun ish ment for 
the ser vants depend ing upon how well they
served. Jesus in this exam ple given just before
his cru ci fix ion, gives us moti va tion in his call to
serve him.

The apos tle Paul explains the need to work
for God and to be moti vated by how he wrote
his let ters. He used phrases like “fight of faith”
or “run the race” which include con stant effort
and ded i ca tion for the work that must be done.
He refers to a “crown of glory” as the great
reward that sol diers and ath letes expected at
the con clu sion of their hard work. And so it
must be for every Chris tian who has made the
deci sion to serve the Lord.

One dan ger con cern ing zeal can be tem po -
rary relax ation. When we have worked hard
for the Lord and his ser vice, and when our
efforts have been appre ci ated by oth ers, we
may feel we are enti tled to a lit tle rest. The
famous  general Hannibal of Carthage suc cess -
fully attacked the Roman empire in 218 B.C.;
he defeated the Roman legions in three dif fer -
ent bat tles. When he was in posi tion to take
Rome, he instead “rested on his lau rels” in

Capua, Italy. That allowed Rome to gather
new legions and finally defeat him.

“Rest ing on our lau rels” can also be a trap
for us. If our zeal has been allowed to flag, if we 
have stopped to rest as we run this race to
attain the prize of the high call ing, we are in
great dan ger. The moments of relax ation pro -
vide a good oppor tu nity for the adver sary to tell 
us about all the other inter est ing things there
are for us, in addi tion to activ ity in the Lord’s
service. 

Final Victory

Sloth dif fers from the sin of mur der or rob bery 
which might be done just once then regret ted
imme di ately after, though whose con se quences 
may be great through a Chris tian’s life. Sloth
is insid i ous: it can start small, be just a slight
ten dency at the begin ning, not even vis i ble to
oth ers. Then, if per sisted in, it grad u ally takes 
over one’s life to the point where inac tiv ity is
con sid ered nor mal, even some thing good.

Let each of us ask our selves these ques tions: 
“Could I do more for the Lord and the breth -
ren, and less for myself?” “When, at the end of 
my life, I look at what I did for God, will I be
sat is fied or will I regret all my missed oppor tu -
ni ties?” If we feel our life could be judged as
unprof it able to God, that thought should pro -
vide the moti va tion we need to increase our
zeal in the Mas ter’s ser vice. Let us take as our
role mod els those who are con tin u ously active
in serv ing the Lord, who never relax their
efforts to please God.

The level of our zeal is some thing God him -
self will some day recognize. Let us renew each
day our efforts to serve him, know ing how
greatly he will reward those who truly love and
serve him.
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“I once walked by the field and the vine yard of a lazy fool. Thorns

and weeds were every where, and the stone wall had fallen down.

When I saw this, it taught me a les son: Sleep a lit tle. Doze a lit tle.

Fold your hands and twid dle your thumbs. Sud denly pov erty hits

you and every thing is gone!”

—Prov erbs 24:30-34,  Con tem po rary Eng lish Ver sion



Insatiable Ap pe tites Lead to Death

Gluttony
These men are head ing for utter destruction—their god is their own appe tite; their pride is in 
what they should be ashamed of; and this world is the limit of their hori zon.—Philippians
3:19, Phillips

Wade Austin

“Which came first, lust or glut -
tony?” That ques tion comes
to mind when read ing the view 

of oth ers on this subject. Some de scribe glut -
tony as the mother of lust while oth ers de scribe
lust as the fore run ner of glut tony. Does it re ally 
mat ter? Per haps. An un der stand ing of the or i -
gin of sin helps us know more about the na ture
of sin and how to com bat it. On the other
hand, when the sin ner blames the cause and
as serts that it is be yond his con trol to do dif fer -
ently, then the or i gin of the sin mat ters not from 
a help ful per spec tive but from a purely re li -
gious, philo soph i cal dis cus sion of the re spon si -
bil ity for over com ing sin. To over come sin, one
must ac cept per sonal re spon si bil ity for the
choices made.

The root cause of sin does seem to mat ter. If 
one can erad i cate the cause, then per haps one
can erad i cate the sin. If one is con vinced the
cause is beyond con trol, then one might say,
“Is it really a sin if I can not con trol myself?” 

The Isra el ites asked the same ques tion of
God when they prayed, “But now, O LORD,
thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou
our pot ter; and we all are the work of thy hand. 
Be not wroth very sore, O LORD, nei ther
remem ber iniq uity for ever: behold, see, we
beseech thee, we are all thy peo ple” (Isaiah
64:8,9). In essence, they blamed God for
 making them as they were. How could they
behave any other way? This then leads to a
larger dis cus sion of sin and respon si bil ity rel e -
vant to the topic of glut tony or any other sin.

What is the nature of glut tony? Why should 
it be included on the list of the deadly sins?

Glut tony is pri mar ily asso ci ated with over -
eat ing, but it can man i fest itself in other ways.
Benjamin Frank lin wrote, “Glut tony is sheer
defi ance of rea son able and bal anced behav -
ior.” The use of the word “glut ton” in such
phrases as “a glut ton for pun ish ment” reveals

that peo ple often over in dulge them selves in
ways that are not healthy spir i tu ally, phys i cally, 
and/or emo tion ally. “Too much,” iden ti fied by 
symp toms of “too soon,” “too eagerly,” “too
del i cately,” “too greed ily,” “too ___ (fill in the 
blank),” describes a glut ton’s insa tia ble appe -
tite for the object or objects of his desire. While 
the con sum ma tion of desire need not be glut -
ton ous, the resul tant sin of unre strained desire
will prob a bly nour ish the lust for more, more,
and more. This obses sive com pul sive behav ior
will result in spir i tual death, physical death, or
both.

The apos tle James describes this destruc tive
behav ior within the con text of temp ta tion:
“No, a man’s temp ta tion is due to the pull of
his own inward desires, which greatly attract
him. It is his own desire which con ceives and
gives birth to sin. And sin when fully grown
pro duces death” (James 1:14,15, Phillips).

The crux of the apostle’s argu ment iden ti -
fies a man’s free dom to choose his behav ior as
more impor tant than his envi ron ment. It is not
the temp ta tion that causes us to sin, but our
desire seizes upon the oppor tu nity afforded by
temp ta tion and we sin. If we keep on sin ning,
we will die. If we con trol the desire and remain
obe di ent to the law of God, we will live. Paul
told us this when he wrote, “Those who live
accord ing to the sin ful nature have their minds
set on what that nature desires; but those who
live in accor dance with the Spirit have their
minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind 
of sin ful man is death, but the mind con trolled
by the Spirit is life and peace; the sin ful mind
is hos tile to God. It does not sub mit to God’s
law, nor can it do so. Those con trolled by the
sin ful nature can not please God” (Romans
8:5-8, NIV).

A per son “con trolled” by an insa tia ble
desire can not be con trolled by the law of the
spirit. The desire of the flesh wars against the
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spirit of holi ness. Because the desire con trols
the per son, it chokes off the spirit of God, the
spirit of holi ness, and the spir i tual mind will
die. Jesus taught this les son in the para ble of
the sower: “He also that received seed among
the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the
care of this world, and the deceit ful ness of
riches, choke the word, and he becometh
unfruit ful” (Matthew 13:22). 

In his book The Seven Deadly Sins Sol o -
mon Schimmel writes: “We must become
aware of our glut tony in order to learn to over -
come it. Patients of mine who have a prob lem
with exces sive eat ing are usu ally sur prised, and 
often shocked, when they cal cu late the time
they invest each week in food-related activ i ties.
It has ranged from 40 to 85 per cent of their
wak ing hours.” 

Aware ness of a prob lem and knowl edge of
what is right is only a begin ning. One of the
inter est ing char ac ter is tics of a con trol ling desire 
such as glut tony is that peo ple may under stand
that yield ing to the desire is harm ful but they
lack the self-con trol to resist. 

When Jesus said “he that heareth the word” 
in Mat thew 13:22, he meant more than merely 
“hear ing” the gos pel mes sage and the invi ta -
tion of God to ded i cate one’s life to doing the
will of God. Jesus was speak ing of an under -
stand ing of the word of God that com pels a
per son to con se crate his life to God. At the
same time fleshly desires cut off spir i tual growth
by “chok ing” the influ ence of God’s word in
one’s life. The glut ton knows it is spir i tu ally,
emo tion ally, and phys i cally unhealthy to over -
eat or over in dulge in any pas sion, but he re -
fuses to con trol him self. The fruit of the spirit
that over comes glut tony is tem per ance (self-
con trol) of which the apos tle Paul says, “against 
such there is no law” (Galatians 5:23).

The Consequences

Stud ies of the bio-chem i cal aspects of obe sity
as well as the psy cho log i cal pathol ogy sug gest
that over eat ing is not the same as the sin of
glut tony. Mod ern man asserts that over eat ing
is more the result of envi ron men tal and phys i -
o log i cal fac tors than a lack of self-con trol or
inor di nate desire. Few indeed would say over -
eat ing is a “deadly sin” in the spir i tual sense
of deadly, but most all agree that it is a prob -

lem that will lead to poor health and a vari ety
of deadly dis eases as a side effect of obe sity.
These dis eases include high blood pres sure,
heart dis ease, and dia be tes. 

In many ways, over eat ing is a cul tural phe -
nom e non and is nowhere more man i fest than in 
Amer ica. Amer i cans obsess about food and
the food indus try lit er ally feeds that obses sion.
The media bom bards us with entice ments to
eat too much or too fan ci fully, while inun dat ing 
us with adver tise ments for the lat est diet fads.
Mod ern super mar kets pro vide an abun dance
of food unlike any time in the his tory of the
world. Mag a zines, news pa pers, and tele vi sion
pro gram ming that airs twenty-four hours a day
not only encour age us to visit the super mar ket
but show us the best ways to pre pare food and
pres ent it ele gantly. 

At any given time, 35 to 40 per cent of
Amer i can women and 20 to 24 per cent of
Amer i can men are diet ing, and the amount
they spend annu ally reflects the inten sity and
the cost of their efforts (quoted fig ures range
from $33 to $55 bil lion). Accord ing to the
National Insti tutes of Health the total direct
and indi rect cost of over weight and obe sity in
the U.S. is $117 bil lion. This fig ure exceeds
the entire fed eral edu ca tion, train ing, em ploy -
ment, and social ser vices bud gets which as of
Feb ru ary 2005 came to $92.5 bil lion.1

Francine Prose, in her book Glut tony,
claims a study of Optifast diet ers put the cost
per pound lost at $180.

The prob lem becomes worse each year due
to the high per cent age of obese chil dren con tin -
u ing their strug gle with weight into adult hood.
Accord ing to the National Cen ter for Health
Sta tis tics, “Results from the 1999-2002
National Health and Nutri tion Exam i na tion
Sur vey (NHANES), using mea sured heights
and weights, indi cate that an esti mated 16 per -
cent of chil dren and ado les cents ages 6-19
years are over weight. This rep re sents a 45 per -
cent in crease from the over weight esti mates of
11 per cent obtained from NHANES III (1988-
94).”

Francine Prose con cludes: “It seems clear
that of all the seven deadly sins, glut tony—with 
the excep tion, one assumes of greed—has
become the most closely asso ci ated with large
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1. National Insti tutes of Health web site http://win.niddk.nih.gov/sta tis tics/index.htm#econ and Con gres -
sio nal Bud get Office web site http://www.cbo.gov/showdoc.cfm?index=6075&sequence=11



quan ti ties of money, the most lucra tive, the
most prof it able, the eas i est to mar ket.”

Addiction

Not all overeaters are glut ton ous and not all
obese peo ple become obese because of the sin
of glut tony. Indeed, not all glut tons are obese.
If we expand the def i ni tion to include exces -
sive, repeated over in dul gence in behav ior that
harms our phys i cal, emo tional and/or spir i tual
health, then all indi vid u als may be guilty of
this sin at one time or another in their lives.
This describes vir tu ally any addic tive behav -
ior.

The words of the apos tle Paul apply to
addic tions of all sorts: “Let not sin there fore
reign in your mor tal body, that ye should obey
it in the lusts thereof. Nei ther yield ye your
mem bers as instru ments of unrigh teous ness
unto sin: but yield your selves unto God, as
those that are alive from the dead, and your
mem bers as instru ments of righ teous ness unto
God. … Know ye not, that to whom ye yield
your selves ser vants to obey, his ser vants ye are
to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or
of obe di ence unto righ teous ness?” (Romans
6:12,13,16). When we allow our selves to be
enslaved by any per son or behav ior, we sin,
and we inhibit and ulti mately elim i nate our ser -
vice to God and righteousness.

The Scrip tures iden ti fied glut tony as a sin
long before Pope Greg ory included it on his
list of The Seven Deadly Sins or the National
Insti tutes of Health iden ti fied obe sity as a
national prob lem. In Deu ter on omy 21:18-20
the law of God gave this instruc tion to the Isra -
el ites: “If a man have a stub born and rebel lious 
son, which will not obey the voice of his father,
or the voice of his mother, and that, when they
have chas tened him, will not hear ken unto
them: then shall his father and his mother lay
hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders
of his city, and unto the gate of his place; and
they shall say unto the elders of his city, This
our son is stub born and rebel lious, he will not
obey our voice; he is a glut ton, and a drunk -
ard.” In these verses glut tony is asso ci ated with 
stub born ness, rebel lion, and drunk en ness. The 
word glut ton is trans lated from a Hebrew word 
that means, “to squan der; hence one who is
prod i gal, who wastes his means by indul -
gence.”

King Sol o mon had sev eral obser va tions about
glut tony: “For the drunk ard and the glut ton

shall come to pov erty: and drows i ness shall
clothe a man with rags” (Prov erbs 23:21).
“Whoso keepeth the law is a wise son: but he
that is a com pan ion of riot ous [glut ton ous]
men shameth his father” (Prov erbs 28:7). He
alludes to the con se quences of glut tony when
he advises, “When thou sittest to eat with a
ruler, con sider dil i gently what is before thee:
and put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man
given to appe tite. Be not desir ous of his dain -
ties: for they are deceit ful meat” (Prov erbs
23:1-3). Con sum ing too much food dulls the
senses and makes us sus cep ti ble to poor deci -
sions or even pos si bly indebted to our host.
Sol o mon’s life tes ti fies to the fact that an
aware ness and under stand ing of a prob lem
does n’t auto mat i cally solve the prob lem. His
acqui si tion of wives and con cu bines could
 certainly be described as “glut ton ous” in the
sense of exces sive and “beyond rea son able and
bal anced behav ior,” and it con trib uted to his
down fall.

The apos tle Paul coun seled against exces -
sive behav ior that could be described as glut -
ton ous with out actu ally using the word. In his
let ters he coun sels against for ni ca tion, cov et -
ous ness, idol a try, riot ous liv ing, drunk en ness,
and extor tion (1 Corin thi ans 5:11; 1 Corin thi -
ans 6:10; Galatians 5:21). He exhorts us to
not keep com pany with those who do these
things: “Whose end is destruc tion, whose God
is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, 
who mind earthly things” (Philippians 3:19).

Responsibility

How can we over come enslave ment to glut -
tony or any other sin that enslaves us? Aware -
ness and con fes sion of the sin is a first step.
Knowl edge of the vir tues needed to live right -
eous ly is a sec ond step. Sol o mon Schimmel
says as much from a sec u lar per spec tive when
he writes, “We need moral guide lines for the
con sump tion of food and strat e gies for imple -
ment ing them if we are to assert con trol over
this impor tant area of our lives. Oth er wise we
suc cumb to our hedo nis tic impulses and to
their manip u la tion by those inter ested only in
mar ket ing their wares but not in our phys i cal,
emo tional, and spir i tual wel fare.” 

Cer tainly for the child of God, the Scrip -
tures pro vide our moral guide lines. Admo ni -
tions to emu late the apostle Paul and “keep
our bod ies under,” to be “tem per ate in all
things,” abound in the Scrip tures. But what
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are the “strat e gies” that successfully enable us
to do these things?

First and fore most the child of God must
“die to sin.” Paul writes, “He that is dead is
freed from sin” (Romans 6:7). Paul’s words
speak to the need to con se crate our selves unto
death. We vow to die to the “old nature” and
“walk in new ness of life.” Such a vow is a one-
time act that declares, “not my will, but thine
be done.” Dying is daily strug gle. We cru cify
the “old nature” daily by not yield ing to its
impulses and enslav ing temp ta tions. The strat -
e gies we use include pray ing to God the first
thing in the morn ing, through out the day, the
last thing before we fall asleep, and in the mid -
dle of the night if we awake. They include
read ing the word of God, study ing the word of
God, and dis cuss ing the word of God with
others. We must fel low ship with our breth ren,

encourage them, and lean on them for help.
All of these strat e gies help us “sow to the
spirit” instead of “sow ing to the flesh.” 

Finally, to the extent that our envi ron ment
and phys i cal make-up influ ence our behav ior,
once we sow to the spirit, we should apply the
wis dom of man to con trol ling these influ ences
and keep ing our bod ies as pure as pos si ble.
Noth ing can pos si bly suc ceed more than the
Scrip tural admo ni tions for “self-con trol in all
things” (1 Corin thi ans 9:25, ASV), “patient
con tin u ance in well doing” (Romans 2:7), and 
“god li ness with con tent ment” (1 Tim o thy 6:6).
Yet in the end, all efforts to heed these admo ni -
tions will fail if we do not “love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind” (Mat thew 22:37).

Let the love of God and our love for God
govern every aspect of our lives.
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Free Will

F
ree Will is be stowed on ev ery hu man be ing. If one de sires to turn
 towards the good way and be right eous, he has the power to do so. If
one wishes to turn to wards the evil way and be wicked, he is at lib erty

to do so. … Man, of him self and by the ex er cise of his own in tel li gence and
rea son, knows what is good and what is evil, and there is none who can pre vent 
him from do ing that which is good or that which is evil. … Ac cord ingly it
 follows that it is the sin ner who has in flicted in jury on him self; and he should
weep for, and be wail what he has done to his soul—how he has mis treated it.

If God had decreed that a per son should be  either right eous or wicked, … or if
there were some force inher ent in his nature which irre sist ibly drew him to a
par tic u lar course, … how could the Almighty have charged us through the
proph ets: “Do this and do not do that, improve your ways, do not fol low your
wicked impulses,” when, from the begin ning of his exis tence his des tiny had
already been decreed, or his innate con sti tu tion irre sist ibly drew him to that
from which he could not set him self free? … By what right or jus tice could
God pun ish the wicked or reward the right eous?

—Maimonides, Mishneh To rah, Laws of Re pen tance

(Maimonides: Orig i nally Moses Ben Maimon. 1135-1204. Span ish-born Jew ish phi los o pher and
phy si cian. The great est Jew ish scholar of the Mid dle Ages.—Amer i can Her i tage Elec tronic Dic tio -
nary)



Rot ten ness of the Bones

Envy
Wrath is cruel, and anger is out ra geous; but who is able to stand before envy?—Prov erbs
27:4

Brent Hislop

Envy is a feel ing of re sent ment and jeal -
ousy to wards others be cause of their
pos ses sions, at tain ments, or good qual -

i ties. Chris tians are warned through out Scrip -
ture to guard against the sin of envy and its
bit ter fruits. Pe ter writes: “Where fore lay ing
aside all mal ice, and all guile, and hy poc ri sies,
and en vies, and all evil speakings, as new born
babes, de sire the sin cere milk of the word, that
ye may grow thereby” (1 Pe ter 2:1,2). Paul
says, “Let us walk hon estly, as in the day; not
in ri ot ing and drunk en ness, not in cham ber -
ing and wan ton ness, not in strife and en vy ing”
(Romans 13:13).

James warns of envy and strife between
Chris tians in strong terms. He says envy and
strife are earthly, not of God, sen sual or nat u -
ral, not of the spirit, and are of the devil (James 
3:14-16). He says the con se quences of these
things are dire. We read in verse 16, trans lat -
ing more nearly to the mean ing of the Greek
text, “For where envy ing and strife are, there is 
anar chy and every evil work” (James 3:16).

James is tell ing us that envy, an improper
self-cen tered atti tude, leads to strife and a tear -
ing down of Chris tian fel low ship and sup port
rather than build ing one another up. It is spe -
cially note wor thy that James tells us envy is of
the devil. Isa iah says it was Luci fer’s orig i nal
sin: “How art thou fallen from heaven, O
Luci fer, son of the morn ing! How art thou cut
down to the ground, which didst weaken the
nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I
will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne
above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the
mount of the con gre ga tion, in the sides of the
north: I will ascend above the heights of the
clouds; I will be like the most High. Yet thou
shalt be brought down to hell [Sheol], to the
sides of the pit.” (Isa iah 14:12-15).

Luci fer deceived him self through envy and it 
was through envy that he sought to deceive and 
tempt Eve: “Now the ser pent was more subtil

than any beast of the field which the LORD

God had made. And he said unto the woman,
Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every
tree of the gar den? And the woman said unto
the ser pent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees
of the gar den: but of the fruit of the tree which
is in the midst of the gar den, God hath said,
Ye shall not eat of it, nei ther shall ye touch
it, lest ye die. And the ser pent said unto the
woman, Ye shall not surely die: for God doth
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods,
know ing good and evil. And when the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it
was pleas ant to the eyes, and a tree to be
desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her
hus band with her; and he did eat.”—Gen e sis
3:1-6

The entice ment was to be envi ous of the
knowl edge God pos sessed and desir ous of
 having that knowl edge for her self. Paul says
Eve was indeed deceived and, though he ate
the for bid den fruit, Adam was not deceived
(1 Tim o thy 2:14). And so it is that the bib li cal 
record informs us that it was through envy that
man fell from favor with God, and through
envy the human race has been plunged into
sin, sick ness, and death.

The remark able asso ci a tion of envy with
death is given many times through out the
Bible. This includes the account of Cain’s envy 
of Abel in Gen e sis 4 to the chief priests deliv -
er ing Jesus up to death because of their envy
of him (Mark 15:10). Para phras ing James’
words, envy is encour aged by the spirit of the
world, it is nat u ral to fallen man, it is of the
devil, and the Chris tian is often tempted to
envy by the devil (James 3:14-16).

The Chris tian expe ri ence is unique. We
have the trea sure of God’s holy spirit in the
earthen ves sel of the old fallen human nature
(2 Corin thi ans 4:7). The Chris tian is defined

28 The Her ald of Christ’s King dom



as a new crea ture (2 Corin thi ans 5:17), a
new man (Ephe sians 4:24) who is to put off
the con duct of the old man (Ephe sians 4:22).
Envy is of the old man, the old fallen human
nature with its frail ties of pride and insecurity.

The Fall of Saul

One account in the Old Tes ta ment tells a sad
tale of envy and its destruc tive effects. It con -
cerns Saul, the first king of Israel. When first
cho sen king of Israel, Saul was a hum ble man, 
“lit tle in [his] own sight” (1 Sam uel 15:17).
But Saul became proud and defied the in -
struc tion of the Lord. In a con flict with the
Amalekites, a nation which ambushed Israel
dur ing the exo dus, Saul was told to slay every -
one and every thing includ ing the ani mals. But 
Saul spared the Amalekite King Agag and
took the ani mals under the pre text of offer ing
them to the Lord and as a feast for the peo ple. 
For this rebel lion Saul was rejected. Sam uel
said to him, “Hath the LORD as great delight 
in burnt offer ings and sac ri fices, as in obey ing
the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is
better than sac ri fice, and to hear ken than the
fat of rams. For rebel lion is as the sin of witch -
craft, and stub born ness is as iniq uity and idol -
a try. Because thou hast rejected the word of
the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from
being king.” (1 Sam uel 15:22,23)

Sam uel’s words were clear. Saul had been
rejected because of his pride. And it was this
pride that led to his crazed envy of David.
After David slew the giant Goli ath he was
widely cel e brated by the peo ple, and the
women sang of his acclaim: “And the women
answered one another as they played, and said, 
Saul hath slain his thou sands, and David his
ten thou sands. And Saul was very wroth, and
the say ing dis pleased him; and he said, They
have ascribed unto David ten thou sands, and
to me they have ascribed but thou sands: and
what can he have more but the king dom?”
(1 Sam uel 18:7,8).

Saul’s pride was hurt and he became so
angry and envi ous of David he sought repeat -
edly to kill him: “And Saul was afraid of
David, because the LORD was with him, and
was departed from Saul” (1 Sam uel 18:12). It 
was both his pride and his inse cu ri ties that
caused Saul’s patho log i cal envy of David. Saul 
failed to main tain his rela tion ship with God
and could not tol er ate see ing David’s pros per -
ity, for David excelled in the favor of the Lord.

There is a most remark able fur ther aspect to 
this story. As Saul’s son and heir to the throne, 
Jon a than had more to lose than any one by the
fail ure of his father and the acces sion of David. 
But in David, Jon a than saw no threat; rather
he found a kin dred spirit who shared his love
for the Lord. And they became close friends:
“The soul of Jon a than was knit with the soul of 
David, and Jon a than loved him as his own
soul” (1 Sam uel 18:1). Per haps as clearly as
any bib li cal account this story shows that the
anti dote for envy is love. Jon a than did not seek
his own advance ment and he was not envi ous
of David’s acclaim. Love, not envy, influ enced
his per spec tive; he loved David and loved the
Lord, for he knew David was favored by God.

Jon a than’s love of the Lord is elo quently
expressed when he and his armor bearer went
up against the Philistine army: “And Jon a than 
said to the young man that bare his armour,
Come, and let us go over unto the gar ri son of
these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD

will work for us: for there is no restraint to the
LORD to save by many or by few” (1 Sam uel
14:6). Through his love and faith in the Lord
Jon a than and his armor bearer con fronted the
Philistines and through the Lord’s prov i dence
the Philistine army was routed. Jon a than truly
was a kin dred spirit with David who had ex -
pressed his love and faith in the Lord in his
con fron ta tion of Goli ath: “Thy ser vant slew
both the lion and the bear: and this uncir -
cumcised Philistine shall be as one of them,
see ing he hath defied the armies of the liv ing
God. David said more over, The LORD that
deliv ered me out of the paw of the lion, and out 
of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of
the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto 
David, Go, and the LORD be with thee.”—
1 Samuel 17:36,37

David and Jon a than’s love of one another
was based on their mutual love for the Lord.
One of the most beau ti ful expres sions of love
in Scrip ture is found in David’s words as he
laments the death of Jon a than: “I am dis tressed 
for thee, my brother Jon a than: very pleas ant
hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was
won der ful, pass ing the love of women” (2 Sam -
uel 1:26).

One observer has said that between a man
and a woman there is a union of the flesh, but
between David and Jon a than there was a union 
of heart and mind.
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Love Triumphs over Envy
Love is clearly the anti dote to envy; the two
can not coex ist. Paul said that love does not
envy (1 Corin thi ans 13:4). For Chris tians
love must ascend if we would be per fected in
love. The new man must not merely sub due
the old man but tri umph over him. Per haps
a les son of the old fallen human nature can
be drawn from King Saul’s pride and inse cu -
ri ties. Love is the anti dote, and not just the
love of oth ers. One must first love God with
heart, soul, and mind. Then, as Jesus said, we 
are to love oth ers as our selves (Mat thew
22:36-40). Jesus’ words indi cate if God
comes first, there is an allow ance for self love,
a love and self esteem that pre cludes pride and 
vex ing inse cu ri ties, be cause the focus is God-
cen tered not self-cen tered.

Because Saul did not put God first in his
love, he rebelled against him; he loved and
esteemed him self more than the Lord and this
led to his demise. A proper love of God, our
neigh bors, and our selves will allow us to look
upon the pros per ity of oth ers with joy for them
and not pain for our selves.

For Chris tians lov ing God first and fore -
most means a vital and liv ing rela tion ship with
God. This brings to Chris tians the peace of
God that passes all human under stand ing
(Philippians 4:7). This allows one not only to
be not envi ous of oth ers, but to rejoice with the
good for tune of oth ers. It also allows Chris tians 
to look beyond them selves, to look out for the
inter ests of oth ers, to love and sup port oth ers in 
their needs.

The apos tle Paul said, “Let this mind be in
you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philip -
pians 2:5). The con text of this verse is won der -
ful. Paul encour aged the breth ren to be like
minded, to have the same love towards one
another, not to oppose but to sup port. And
then he says a remark able thing: “Do noth ing
from self ish ness or empty con ceit, but with
humil ity of mind let each of you regard one
another as more impor tant than him self; do
not merely look out for your own per sonal in -
ter ests, but also for the inter ests of oth ers. Have 
this atti tude in your selves which was also in
Christ Jesus.”—Philippians 2:3-5, NAS

Paul goes on to say Jesus did not envy God
(as did Luci fer) but in humil ity was obe di ent
even to the death of the cross. His love was so
great he gave his life for oth ers and thus dem -

on strated for all man kind the depth of his love
for God (John 14:31).

Look ing to Jesus as an exam ple Chris tians
are inspired to fol low in his foot steps and to
put off envy and all the works of the old man.
Know ing we have this trea sure in an earthen
ves sel we are inspired to “fight the good fight
of faith” as a “good sol dier of Jesus Christ”
(1 Tim o thy 6:12; 2 Tim o thy 2:3).

Jesus prayed for his dis ci ples (John 17:21)
that they might be one even as he and the
father were one. He gave them a new com -
mand ment: “That ye love one another; as I
have loved you, that ye also love one another.”
And then he added: “By this shall all men
know that ye are my dis ci ples, if ye have love
one to another” (John 13:34,35). Such a love
can not envy a fel low sol dier but must ever labor 
“to the build ing up of the body of Christ; until
we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the
knowl edge of the Son of God, to a mature
man, to the mea sure of the stat ure which be -
longs to the fulness of Christ” (Ephe sians
4:12,13, NAS).

Nor can a Chris tian envy the unbe liever:
“Do not let your heart envy sin ners, but live in
fear of the LORD always” (Prov erbs 23:17,
NAS). If the heart is not thor oughly cleansed
and still desires any of the ways of the old
nature if only they were not for bid den, that one 
must take the bur den to the Lord and redou ble 
his efforts not only to love righ teous ness but to
truly hate iniq uity. 

“Owe noth ing to any one except to love one
another; for he who loves his neigh bor has ful -
filled the law. For this, You shall not com mit
adul tery, You shall not mur der, You shall not
steal, You shall not covet, and if there is any
other com mand ment, it is summed up in this
say ing, You shall love your neigh bor as your -
self. Love does no wrong to a neigh bor; love
there fore is the ful fill ment of the law. And this
do, know ing the time, that it is already the hour 
for you to awaken from sleep; for now sal va tion 
is nearer to us than when we believed. The
night is almost gone, and the day is at hand.
Let us there fore lay aside the deeds of dark ness 
and put on the armor of light. Let us behave
prop erly as in the day, not in carous ing and
drunk en ness, not in sex ual pro mis cu ity and
sen su al ity, not in strife and jeal ousy [envy].
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
pro vi sion for the flesh in regard to its lusts.”—
Romans 13:8-14, NAS
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Chris tian Re spon si bil ity

Contending for the Faith
For I know this, that after my depart ing shall griev ous wolves enter in among you, not spar -
ing the flock.—Acts 20:29

A verse-by-verse study of the book of Jude

What Paul pre dicted Jude saw as a
 reality. In the stron gest pos si ble
terms, he de nounced the her e sies

of be lief and prac tice that had in vaded the
early Chris tian church. Some years later, the
apostle John wrote of the ra pid ity of the spread
of these her e sies: “Lit tle chil dren, it is the last
time: and as ye have heard that anti christ shall
come, even now are there many anti christs;
whereby we know that it is the last time” (1
John 2:18). This is the sit u a tion in the church
of which Jude speaks.

Introduction—Jude 1,2
Jude, the ser vant of Je sus Christ, and brother of
James, to them that are sanc ti fied by God the Fa -
ther, and pre served in Je sus Christ, and called:
Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be mul ti -
plied.

There is much debate as to whether the
author of this epis tle is the apos tle Jude or the
half-brother of Jesus, both of whom had broth -
ers named James. Oth ers claim these are the
same. How ever, as T. E. Stracy writes in his
exe ge sis of this epis tle, “Not the author, but his 
inspired mes sage, is the thing that is impor -
tant.”

The author lim its the ones to whom he is
writ ing to those who pos sess three qual i fi ca -
tions: 1) sanc ti fied by God; 2) pre served, or
kept, by Jesus; and 3) the called, or ones
invited to run for the heav enly call. Rob ert son,
in his Word Pic tures of the New Tes ta ment,
notes that the word “called,” gram mat i cally,
should head the list, and sug gests the trans la -
tion, “to them, who, being called are there fore
sanc ti fied by God and pre served in Jesus
Christ.” In any case, the intended audi ence is
not those who only claim to be Chris tians, but
those who are deeply com mit ted to the under -
stand ing of, and obe di ence to, the word of God 
and its precepts.

To these Jude expresses three desires: 1)
God’s mercy to cover their trans gres sions re -
sult ing from orig i nal sin; 2) the peace and
har mony with God which this would afford;
and 3) the con tin u ing love of God to pro tect
them from the seri ous ness of the dan gers that
lie ahead. Not only does he seek these gifts for
them but, in view of the sever ity of the per ils,
that they be mul ti plied unto them.

Contending for the Faith—Jude 3,4
Be loved, when I gave all dil i gence to write unto
you of the com mon sal va tion, it was need ful for
me to write unto you, and ex hort you that ye
should ear nestly con tend for the faith which was
once de liv ered unto the saints. For there are cer tain 
men crept in un awares, who were be fore of old
 ordained to this con dem na tion, un godly men, turn -
ing the grace of our God into las civ i ous ness, and
de ny ing the only Lord God, and our Lord Je sus
Christ.

It is not that Jude had writ ten an ear lier let -
ter, but that he had set his mind to the writ ing
of an epis tle on the com mon sal va tion, that is,
the sal va tion held in com mon with other like-
minded Chris tians (see Titus 1:4). The word
“com mon” here (Greek: koinos) is not used
with the thought of “ordi nary,” but with the
thought of “shared.”

How ever, Jude seems to have changed his
mind before putt ing pen to ink and, instead of
writ ing an informatory epis tle on sal va tion, he
con sid ered it essen tial to write a cau tion ary let -
ter warn ing his read ers of false teach ers in the
church.

The phrase, “who were before of old or -
dained to this con dem na tion” in the King James
Ver sion incor rectly gives the thought of pre des -
ti na tion. The Greek word trans lated “ordi na -
tion,” prographo, Strong’s #4270, is more lit -
er ally trans lated “writ ten of before hand” in the
Amer i can Stan dard Ver sion. It is prob a bly an
allu sion to the proph ecy of Enoch quoted in
verses 14 and 15.
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While the word trans lated “las civ i ous ness,”
Strong’s #766, inplies sex ual excess, Pro fes -
sor Vine, in his Expos i tory Dic tio nary of the
New Tes ta ment, remarks, “the fun da men tal
thought is the acknowl edg ing of no restraints, 
the in so lent doing of what ever one’s caprice
may sug gest.”

The dan ger of which Jude warns his read ers 
is that they are being falsely taught to take the
grace of God offered by the sac ri fice of Jesus
Christ as an excuse for prof li gate liv ing.

Old Testament Examples—Jude 5-7
I will there fore put you in re mem brance, though ye 
once knew this, how that the Lord, hav ing saved
the peo ple out of the land of Egypt, af ter ward de -
stroyed them that be lieved not. And the an gels
which kept not their first es tate, but left their own
hab i ta tion, he hath re served in ev er last ing chains
un der dark ness unto the judg ment of the great day.
Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cit ies
about them in like man ner, giv ing them selves over
to for ni ca tion, and go ing af ter strange flesh, are set
forth for an ex am ple, suf fer ing the ven geance of
eter nal fire.

Jude elic its three exam ples from the Old
Tes ta ment on which to base his warn ing:

Israel in the wil der ness: Despite vol un -
tarily bind ing them selves to God’s law given at
Sinai, they failed to live up to its restric tions
(see 1 Corin thi ans 10:1-13).

The angels before the flood: Giv ing in
to their attrac tion for the “daugh ters of men”
(Gen e sis 6:2), they chose to aban don their
heav enly home and divine instruc tion to sat isfy
their desires.

Sodom and Gomor rah: Yield ing to the
tri ple temp ta tions of “pride, fulness of bread,
and abun dance of idle ness” (Ezekiel 16:49),
they not only lived a sen sual life style, but
sought to cohabit with the “strange flesh” of
their two angelic mes sen gers (Gen e sis 19:1,4,5).

That the “eter nal fire” which they suf fered
was not eter nal tor ment is ade quately refuted
by the men tion of their even tual redemp tion
(Ezekiel 16:55; Mark 6:11). The Greek word 
aionia, Strong’s #166, is often trans lated
“age-last ing”; it is trans lated “age-abid ing” by
Rotherham and “age-dur ing” in Young’s Lit -
eral Trans la tion. Phillips per haps cap tures the
thought of Jude when he ren ders the final
clause of verse 7, “stand in their pun ish ment,
as a permanent warning.”

Avoid Two Extremes—Jude 8-10
Like wise also these filthy dream ers de file the flesh,
de spise do min ion, and speak evil of dig ni ties. Yet
Mi chael the arch an gel, when con tend ing with the
devil he dis puted about the body of Mo ses, durst
not bring against him a rail ing ac cu sa tion, but
said, The Lord re buke thee. But these speak evil of 
those things which they know not: but what they
know nat u rally, as brute beasts, in those things
they cor rupt them selves.

Jude’s descrip tion of these teach ers as
“dream ers” may be a ref er ence to Deu ter on -
omy 13:1-3: “If there arise among you a
prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giv eth
thee a sign or a won der, and the sign or the
won der come to pass, whereof he spake unto
thee, say ing, Let us go after other gods, which
thou hast not known, and let us serve them;
thou shalt not hear ken unto the words of that
prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the
LORD your God proveth you, to know
whether ye love the LORD your God with all
your heart and with all your soul.”

Pas tor Rus sell sug gests that the dig ni ties to
which Jude refers are “those whom God has
hon ored and ‘set’ in the body” (Stud ies in the
Scrip tures, vol. 6, p. 166). Thus he sug gests
that these are not those who are in civil author -
ity, but those whom God has placed in posi -
tions of respon si bil ity in the church. These are
those Paul speaks of in Romans 1:28 as those
who “did not like to retain God in their knowl -
edge.”

Of these Jude says that they speak evil of
things “which they know not [spir i tu ally],” but 
are moti vated by their nat u ral mind, “as brute
beasts.”

Nev er the less, Jude cau tions his read ers not
to take judg ment into their own hands. To
 support this thought he cites a vision of Zech a -
riah where the angel of the Lord, iden ti fied as
Michael in our text, resists Satan, yet he does
not per son ally con demn him, but merely says,
“The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan” (Zech a -
riah 3:2).

In like man ner, true believ ers, while not fol -
low ing the coun sel of false and self-indulg ing
lead ers, are not to bring against them a “rail ing 
accu sa tion,” but to leave the final judg ment to
Jeho vah.

Three Primary Sins—Jude 11-13
Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of
Cain, and ran greed ily af ter the er ror of Balaam
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for re ward, and per ished in the gain say ing of Core. 
These are spots in your feasts of char ity, when they 
feast with you, feed ing them selves with out fear:
clouds they are with out wa ter, car ried about of
winds; trees whose fruit withereth, with out fruit,
twice dead, plucked up by the roots; rag ing waves
of the sea, foam ing out their own shame; wan der -
ing stars, to whom is re served the black ness of
dark ness for ever.

Three pri mary sins are high lighted in the
epis tle, high lighted because each of them is a
root cause for the head long pur suit of intem -
per ate self ish ness.

The Way of Cain: Jeal ousy—The illicit 
desire to have the posi tion of approval, and the
resul tant anger when that approval is denied.

The Error of Balaam: Greed—The in -
or di nate desire for pos ses sions is another fruit -
ful cause of excess. Indeed, “the love of money
is the root of all evil” (1 Tim o thy 6:10).

The Gain say ing of Core: Ambi tion—
The desire for prom i nence and power is the
third root of the indul gent spirit Jude saw
creep ing into the Chris tian church.

Wax ing poetic, the writer lik ens those who
pos sess such desires to four phe nom ena of
nature:

To wind-driven, water less clouds—
Lack ing pur pose in life, they have only the
form of good with out its sub stance, driven by
spon ta ne ous desire to sat isfy their lusts.

To bar ren fruit trees—With ered and dead,
then made dou bly dead by being plucked up;
thus dead in orig i nal sin and again dead by
apos tasy of char ac ter.

To foam ing wild waves—As such
waves cast up a deposit of sea weed, sand, dirt,
and flot sam on the shore, so these teach ers
bring every vile imag i na tion to the minds of
men with their words.

To wan der ing stars—Instead of bring -
ing light to the church, their hedo nis tic teach -
ings with out fixed princicples go far ther and
far ther into outer space, into the dark ness of a
spir i tual “black hole.”

The Prophecy of Enoch—Jude 14,15
And Enoch also, the sev enth from Adam, proph e -
sied of these, say ing, Be hold, the Lord com eth
with ten thou sands of his saints, to ex e cute judg -
ment upon all, and to con vince all that are un -
godly among them of all their un godly deeds which 
they have un godly com mit ted, and of all their

hard speeches which un godly sin ners have spo ken
against him.

The source of Jude’s quote is highly de -
bated. There is a Book of Enoch, the com po si -
tion of which is thought to date to the third
 century before Christ. Although it is exten -
sively quoted by such early church fathers as
Justin Mar tyr, Irenaeus, Ori gin, Clem ent of
Alex an dria, and Tertullan, there is no evi -
dence that the church of the apos tles’ day con -
sid ered it authen tic, and some of its nar ra tive
seems bizarre and fan ci ful. While Enoch 1:9
does con tain a proph ecy sim i lar to the one
quoted by Jude, it seems more likely that he
derived it from the large body of Jew ish tra di -
tion.

Since Enoch lived about a thou sand years
before the flood, he may have under stood it as
pre dict ing the end of the ante di lu vian world.
This may pro vide insight into the nam ing of his 
son Methu se lah, whose name means, “after he
dies, may it come.” In light of these facts, it is
inter est ing to note that Methu se lah died the
same year as the flood of Noah’s day.

How ever, the larger ful fill ment of this proph -
ecy is at the sec ond advent of Christ, when he
returns “with his saints” (as dis tinct from his
return “for his saints”) to com mence his thou -
sand-year judg ment of all man kind. This judg -
ment (Greek: krisis, Strong’s #2920) is not a
mere ren der ing of a sum mary sen tence, but a
full period of trial with an oppor tu nity to
 correct and instruct man kind in righteousness.
Pas tor Rus sell expresses it well: “The work
of that thou sand-year judgment day will show
men to what extent they are out of har mony
with God, and will show them how to come
into har mony with him” (Reprints, p. 5442).

A Predicted Apostasy—Jude 16-19
These are murmurers, com plain ers, walk ing af ter
their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great
swell ing words, hav ing men’s per sons in ad mi ra -
tion be cause of ad van tage. But, be loved, re mem -
ber ye the words which were spo ken be fore of the
apos tles of our Lord Je sus Christ; how that they
told you there should be mock ers in the last time,
who should walk af ter their own un godly lusts.
These be they who sep a rate them selves, sen sual,
hav ing not the Spirit.

The char ac ter of these false teach ers pres -
ents an inter est ing dichot omy. On the one
hand, they mur mur and com plain, and on the
other hand, they are pomp ous, speak ing boast -
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ful words. The New King James cap tures this
last thought well: “flat ter ing peo ple to gain
advan tage.” But whether they com plain and
whine or whether they flat ter, it is all for one
pur pose—to do what they want to do with no
regard for God’s will or his com mands.

This, how ever, should not take the church
by sur prise because the apos tles had pre dicted
it. Paul wrote, “the mys tery of iniq uity doth
already work” (2 Thessalonians 2:7). John
spoke of many deceiv ers enter ing the church in
2 John 7. Peter and James sounded sim i lar
alerts.

These do not, unfor tu nately, sep a rate them -
selves, but rather, as the Amer i can Stan dard
Ver sion phrases it, “these are they who make
sep a ra tions.” This is the same dan ger of which
the apos tle Paul writes in Romans 16:17, “Now
I beseech you, breth ren, mark them which
cause divi sions and offences con trary to the
doc trine which ye have learned; and avoid them.”

The word trans lated “sen sual” in Jude 19
would be better ren dered “nat u ral” and is the
ant onym for “spir i tual.” Because their mind is
attuned to nat u ral things, they desire the things 
of the flesh, thus sep a rat ing the spir i tu ally-
minded ones who desire the things of the spirit.

Christian Responsibility—Jude 20-23
But ye, be loved, build ing up your selves on your
most holy faith, pray ing in the Holy Ghost, keep
your selves in the love of God, look ing for the
mercy of our Lord Je sus Christ unto eter nal life.
And of some have com pas sion, mak ing a dif fer -
ence: And oth ers save with fear, pull ing them out
of the fire; hat ing even the gar ment spot ted by the
flesh.

Jude con cludes his warn ing by instruct ing
his read ers how to han dle this sad devel op ment 
in the church. He gives them respon si bil i ties
toward each other, spec i fy ing three groups
within the church: the spir i tu ally-minded, the
tempted, and the deluded.

For those who seek the spir i tual things he
rec om mends a four-step pro gram. First, they
are to estab lish a strong and sure foun da tion.
The Twen ti eth Cen tury New Tes ta ment para -
phrases the thought: “build up your char ac ters
on the foun da tion of your most holy faith.”
This involves not only per sonal study, but also
employ ing the mod i fy ing influ ence of dis cuss -
ing your faith with other spir i tu ally-minded
Chris tians.

Step two is fre quent, thought ful, sin cere
prayer, ask ing for both guid ance and the cour -

age to apply that guid ance in the Chris tian
walk. “If any of you lack wis dom, let him ask of 
God, that giv eth to all men lib er ally, and up -
braideth not; and it shall be given him” (James
1:5).

The third step is keep ing one’s self in the
love of God. Writ ing on this text, Pas tor Rus -
sell penned these words: “The keep ing is with
you. God will never force your will. God is not 
now seek ing those who need to be com pelled”
(Reprints, p. 5725). We main tain this rela -
tion ship with Him by hum bly obey ing His will.

Finally, there is the step of wait ing. This is
not an idle wait, but an antic i pa tory expec ta -
tion for the Lord to accept our inten tions and
best efforts for the deed, and thus in mercy
reward ing our imper fect attempts with ever last -
ing life.

But there is a sec ond group within the
church. These are like wise spir i tu ally-minded,
but through the weak ness of their flesh are
tempted by the “do it your own way” sug ges -
tions of false teach ers. These must be dealt
with com pas sion ately and, by a non-judg men tal
approach, assist ing them to fol low the course of
sac ri fice. The Amer i can Stan dard trans lates
this verse, “And on some have mercy, who are
in doubt.” It is those with doubts, torn between 
the Bible path and the eas ier road sug gested by 
the apos tates that need strength en ing.

The last group is the back slid ers who are
suc cumb ing to temp ta tion. These are not to be
rejected but pulled, as it were, “out of the fire.” 
The fire here is the purg ing temp ta tion to
which they have yielded. These need a firmer
warn ing of the disas trous course they are tak -
ing. And, while we abhor the spots on their
robes of Christ’s righ teous ness, we do not hate
the one wear ing the robe. We are to hate the
sin, but not the sin ner.

Benediction—Jude 24,25
Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall -
ing, and to pres ent you fault less be fore the pres ence 
of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise
God our Sav iour, be glory and maj esty, do min ion
and power, both now and ever. Amen.

After writ ing such a strong warn ing of those
who are dilut ing and dis tort ing the gos pel,
Jude con cludes with this grace ful bene dic tion,
thus assur ing both the ones to whom he wrote
and us today that, if we keep entrust ing our -
selves to God’s care, we can and will come
out more than con quer ors through him who
loves us.

34 The Her ald of Christ’s King dom

We can and will

come out more

than con quer ors

through him

who loves us.



Jan u ary/Feb ru ary 2007 17

World News

 u  Re li gious
De spite their packed megachurches, their po lit i cal
clout and their in creas ing vis i bil ity on the na tional
stage, evan gel i cal Chris tian lead ers are warn ing
one an other that their teen ag ers are aban don ing the
faith in droves. Their alarm has been stoked by a
highly sus pect claim that if cur rent trends con tinue, 
only 4 per cent of teen ag ers will be “Bi ble-be liev ing 
Chris tians” as adults. That would be a sharp de cline 
com pared with 35 per cent of the cur rent gen er a tion
of baby boom ers, and be fore that, 65 per cent of the
World War II gen er a tion. The phe nom e non may
not be that young evan gel i cals are aban don ing their 
faith, but that they are aban don ing the in sti tu tional
church, said Lauren Sandler, au thor of “Right eous:
Dis patches from the Evan gel i cal Youth Move ment”
(Vi king, 2006). 

—New York Times, 10/7/2006

An In do ne sian fir ing squad ex e cuted three Chris -
tian men who had been con victed in con nec tion
with the vi o lence that has wracked the prov ince of
Cen tral Sulawesi. The gov ern ment ig nored a last-
min ute ap peal from the Eu ro pean Un ion to de clare
a mor a to rium on the death pen alty. No ev i dence
 directly linked any of the con demned to kill ings,
but two were found to be ring lead ers of a Chris tian
mi li tia that killed 200 Mus lims in 2000, and the
third to have in structed Chris tians in the use of ar -
rows, ac cord ing to trial observers. 

—New York Times, 9/22/2006

Mus lim re li gious lead ers in Gaza warned Pope
Ben e dict 16th that he must “ac cept” Is lam if he
wants to live in peace. A pre vi ously un known
group, call ing it self the Huda Army Or ga ni za -
tion, has threat ened to kill all Chris tians in the
Gaza Strip. Huda means “guid ance.” The group
also threat ened to at tack churches and Chris tian-
owned in sti tu tions and homes. An es ti mated
4,500 Chris tians live among more than 1.3 mil -
lion Mus lims in the Gaza Strip. 

—Bridges For Peace News, 9/20/2006

The Bi ble, in whole or in part, has been trans lated
into ap prox i mately 2,300 lan guages or di a lects,
with at least that many re main ing.

—Bib li cal Ar chae ol ogy Re view, Nov./Dec. 2006

Rab bis were or dained in Ger many for the first time
since World War II. Three grad u ates of the Abra -
ham Gei ger train ing col lege in Berlin, which
opened in 2000, re ceived or di na tion at a cer e mony
in Dresden. Ger many’s Jew ish pop u la tion has qua -
dru pled to about 100,000 since 1990, mostly be -
cause of im mi gra tion from the for mer So viet Un -
ion.

—The Week, 9/22/2006

The lead ers of three Je ru sa lem-based Chris tian
evan gel i cal or ga ni za tions voiced dis tress over a re -
cent proc la ma tion by the Latin Pa tri arch and the
heads of three other churches in Je ru sa lem is su ing a 
sting ing and vir tu ally un prec e dented pub lic crit i -
cism of Chris tian Zi on ism and their un flinch ing
sup port for the State of Is rael. The dec la ra tion lam -
basted Chris tian Zi on ism as a “false teach ing” that
“con demn[s] the world to the doom of Ar ma ged -
don.”

—Je ru sa lem Post, 9/5/2006

 B  So cial
Eat ing veg e ta bles ap pears to help keep the brain
young and may slow the men tal de cline some times
as so ci ated with grow ing old. On mea sures of men -
tal sharp ness, older peo ple who ate more than two
serv ings of veg e ta bles daily ap peared about five
years youn ger at the end of the six-year study than
those who ate few or no veg e ta bles. The re search in 
al most 2,000 Chi cago-area men and women does n’t 
prove that veg e ta bles re duce men tal de cline, but it
adds to mount ing ev i dence point ing in that di rec -
tion. The study was pub lished in the jour nal Neu -
rol ogy and funded with grants from the Na tional
In sti tute on Ag ing.

—As so ci ated Press, 10/24/2006

Amer i cans are watch ing more tele vi sion than ever,
ac cord ing to a re port re leased by Niel sen Me dia
Re search. The av er age amount of tele vi sion
watched by an in di vid ual viewer was a re cord four
hours and 35 min utes a day [dur ing the year long
2005-06 TV sea son that ended last week]. The av -
er age amount of time that U.S. house holds had a
tele vi sion set on each day was eight hours and 14
min utes.

—Los An geles Times, 9/22/2006



18 The Her ald of Christ’s King dom

In a re cent sur vey, over four in five global ex ec u -
tives said they’re al ways con nected to their jobs
through mo bile de vices—all day, ev ery day. Thirty-
eight per cent of those polled be lieve they’re spend -
ing too much time on their cell phones, lap top com -
put ers, PDAs and pag ers. In ad di tion, 27% more say 
they don’t think they have a prob lem, but that oth -
ers may dis agree. An in for mal sur vey by the Im pact 
Group, a team of psy chol o gists who con sult on
busi ness man age ment, showed that high-level ex ec -
u tive cli ents spent more than three hours per day
on e-mail tasks, yet less than 20% of those emails
 offered any real busi ness or so cial value. 

—In ves tor’s Busi ness Daily, 10/23/2006

The Josephson In sti tute’s new na tional Re port Card 
on the Eth ics of Amer i can Youth [found] nearly
one in three ad mit ted they stole from a store dur ing
the past year ... and 61 per cent con fessed they had
cheated on a test. ... 97% agreed that “It’s im por -
tant to me that peo ple trust me.” (36,000 teens par -
tic i pated in the bi en nial report.)

—Josephson In sti tute of Eth ics, Oc to ber 2006

Rus sia is rap idly los ing pop u la tion. Its peo ple are
suc cumb ing to one of the world’s fast est-grow ing
AIDS ep i dem ics, re sur gent tu ber cu lo sis, ram pant
car dio vas cu lar dis ease, al co hol and drug abuse,
smok ing, sui cide and the le thal ef fects of un -
checked in dus trial pol lu tion. Abor tions out paced
births last year by more than 100,000. An es ti mated 
10 mil lion Rus sians of re pro duc tive age are ster ile
be cause of botched abor tions or poor health. The
pub lic healthcare sys tem is col laps ing. “Rus sia has
a huge ter ri tory, the larg est ter ri tory in the world,”
[Pres i dent Vladi mir] Putin said. “If the sit u a tion re -
mains un changed, there will sim ply be no one to
pro tect it.”

—Los An geles Times, 10/8/2006

Jesse Sullivan has two pros thetic arms, but he can
climb a lad der at his house and roll on a fresh coat
of paint. The mo tions are co or di nated and smooth
be cause his left arm is a bionic de vice con trolled by 
his brain, mak ing him the first per son to be fit ted
with a thought-con trolled ar ti fi cial arm. Elec tri cal
sig nals sent through sur gi cally re-routed nerves
make it happen. 

—As so ci ated Press, 9/14/2006

On Oc to ber 17, 2006, at the Cen sus Bu reau head -
quar ters in Suitland, Md., a crowd broke into
cheers at 7:46 when the dig i tal pop u la tion clock—
cal cu lat ing that an Amer i can is born ev ery 7 sec -
onds, one dies ev ery 13 sec onds and the na tion
gains an im mi grant from abroad ev ery 31 sec onds

—flashed 300,000,000. The United States is now
one of three coun tries with more than 300  million
peo ple, rank ing be hind China and In dia. In con trast 
to most other in dus tri al ized na tions, Amer ica has a
pop u la tion that is still grow ing, pro pelled by im mi -
gra tion and higher fertility rates.

—The New York Times, 10/18/2006

 G  Po lit i cal
North Ko rea may be a starv ing, friend less, au thor i -
tar ian na tion of 23 mil lion peo ple, but its ap par -
ently suc cess ful ex plo sion of a small nu clear de vice 
in the moun tains above the town of Kilju on Mon -
day rep re sents a de fi ant bid for sur vival and re -
spect. North Ko rea is more than just an other na tion
join ing the nu clear club. It has never de vel oped a
weap ons sys tem it did not ul ti mately sell on the
world mar ket, and it has pe ri od i cally threat ened to
sell its nu clear tech nol ogy.

—New York Times, 10/9/2006

China ex e cutes more pris on ers than any other
coun try in the world. In 2005, at least 1,770 peo ple
were ex e cuted, al though true fig ures were be lieved
to be much higher, a re port by hu man rights group
Am nesty In ter na tional said. Or gans from death row 
in mates are sold to for eign ers who need trans plants. 
Spokes man Qin Gang said that the or gans were not
taken forc ibly, but only with the ex press per mis sion 
of the con vict. The No 1 Cen tral Hos pi tal in Tian -
jin car ried out 600 liver trans plants last year,
[BBC’s Rupert Wing field-Hayes] says, and the or -
gan trans plant in dus try has be come big busi ness.

—BBC News, 9/27/2006

Bul garia and Ro ma nia were cleared to join the
 European Un ion on Jan u ary 1, 2007 but only un der 
the tough est con di tions ever im posed and amid
signs that this could be the EU’s last ex pan sion for
many years. It is un likely the EU will han dle fu ture
mem ber ship ne go ti a tions in the way it dealt with
Bul garia and Ro ma nia: the two coun tries were
guar an teed an en try date of 2007 or 2008 re gard less 
of whether they completed reforms.

—Fi nan cial Times, 9/27/2006

Saudi Ara bia dis closed plans to build a multi -
billion-dol lar elec tri fied fence along its 560-mile
bor der with Iraq. The move an gered U.S. and Iraqi
of fi cials, but Saudi of fi cials said Iraq’s in sta bil ity
left them lit tle choice. They said they were con -
cerned about mil i tants in fil trat ing from Iraq to carry 
out at tacks aimed at ei ther top pling the rul ing fam -
ily or in cit ing Saudi Ara bia’s res tive Shi ite mi nor -
ity to seek independence.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 9/13/2006
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The U.S. is tak ing an other step in se cu rity. By the
end of Oc to ber, trav el ers en ter ing the U.S. from a
num ber of coun tries will, for the first time, be
 required to have elec tronic pass ports. The global
move to ward ePassports has been un der way since
9/11. EPassports fea ture em bed ded RFID—ra dio
fre quency iden ti fi ca tion—chips that carry the
holder’s per sonal data and a dig i tal photo. U.S. res -
i dents trav el ing out side the coun try could be re -
quired to have ePassports by the end of 2007. Pass -
port read ers al ready are be ing used in many for eign 
air ports. Since Jan u ary 2004, they have pro cessed
more than 62 mil lion vis i tors.

—In ves tor’s Busi ness Daily, 10/20/2006

Hezbollah work ers in Iran carry black plas tic shop -
ping bags stuffed with bun dles of new $100 bills
with which to pay reg is tered war vic tims. Even be -
fore the fight ing in Leb a non ended, Iran com mit ted 
to fund Hezbollah’s re lief ef fort, says Nehme Tohme,
Leb a non’s min is ter for the dis placed. Tohme says
Hezbollah of fi cials told him that Iran would pro -
vide Hezbollah with an “un lim ited bud get” for
 reconstruction once the shoot ing stopped. All told,
Hezbollah may pay out as much as $180 mil lion
in cash for rent and fur nish ings for peo ple made
home less af ter the group’s July 12 kid nap ping of
two Is raeli sol diers in cited 33 days of Is raeli bomb -
ing. The U.S. Trea sury es ti mates that Iran gives
$200 mil lion in U.S. dol lars each year to Hezbol -
lah. 

—Bloomberg Mar kets mag a zine, No vem ber 2006

The de mand for sol diers to man peace keep ing and
other sta bi li za tion op er a tions has mul ti plied in
 recent years at a pace that has left many of the
world’s most ca pa ble mil i tary forces strug gling to
meet it. In United Na tions op er a tions alone, the
num ber of mil i tary and po lice peace keep ers has tre -
bled in 10 years to al most 75,000 at the end of Au -
gust. Ad di tion ally a lack of as sets such as trans port
air craft and he li cop ters to get troops into the right
places is “the sin gle great est prob lem we face,” ac -
cord ing to Bruce Jones, co-di rec tor of the Cen ter
on In ter na tional Co op er a tion at New York Uni ver -
sity. He says that gov ern ments will be pushed to
 reshape their mil i tar ies as they come to see sta bi li -
za tion missions central to their security.

—Fi nan cial Times, 9/28/2006

�Fi nan cial
China is grap pling with how best to de ploy its for -
eign ex change riches of over $1 tril lion. The coun -
try’s swell ing trade sur pluses and large cap i tal in -
flows have de luged the coun try with dol lars. The
huge value of the re serves has cre ated an in tense

de bate within China about how the coun try should
man age or spend the funds. Roubini Global Eco -
nom ics cal cu lates that about 70 per cent of the re -
serves are in dol lars, mainly US Trea sury bills. The 
cur rent struc ture of these as sets pro duces an ex cess
of 3 per cent age points more in ter est than China’s
do mes tic bills and bonds cost that gov ern ment. Any 
sub stan tial change in US in ter est rates could pro -
duce a huge cap i tal loss for China.

—Fi nan cial Times, 9/25/2006

Eco nomic fun da men tals across East ern Eu rope are
in creas ingly shaky, two years af ter Hun gary and
seven other Eu ro pean na tions joined the Eu ro pean
Un ion. Slovakia and Croatia have big bud get def i -
cits that are get ting worse. Sev eral na tions, in clud -
ing Hun gary, have for eign-cur rency debt com ing
due that ex ceed their reserves of hard currency.

—Wall Street Jour nal, 9/21/2006

Thanks to four straight years of ro bust earn ings
growth, cor po rate Amer ica is awash in cash like
never be fore. In dus trial com pa nies in cluded in the
Stan dard & Poor’s 500 in dex held a re cord $633
bil lion in cash as of June 30, ac cord ing to S&P.
That’s up from $500 bil lion in 2003, and just $155
bil lion a de cade ago. Money is pil ing up faster than 
com pa nies can spend it on ac qui si tions, ex pan sion,
stock buybacks and dividends.

—In sti tu tional In ves tor, Sep tem ber 2006

 Y  Is rael
Ac cord ing to Cen tral Bu reau of Sta tis tics data pub -
lished Sep tem ber 19, the pop u la tion of the State
of Is rael at the end of 2005 was com prised of
6,990,700 peo ple, of which 5,313,800 were Jew ish
(76% of the en tire pop u la tion), and 1,377,100 were
Arab (19.7%). The data also showed that since
2000, the Jew ish pop u la tion has de creased by
1.8%, while the Mus lim pop u la tion has in creased
dur ing the past five years by 1.1% to 1,140,600.

—Ynetnews.com, 9/19/2006

An Is raeli biotech com pany has de vel oped ba nana
plants that are com pletely re sis tant to patho genic
nem a todes, which are par a sitic or gan isms that nor -
mally dam age the plants and their fruit. Nem a todes, 
com monly called round worms, are some of the most
de struc tive patho gens dam ag ing ba nana and plan -
tain crops across the globe. Chem i cal nemacides
have been banned in most of the world due to their
dan ger ous toxic and car ci no genic na ture. Is rael’s
Rahan Meristem bio tech nol ogy com pany has now
de vel oped ba nana plants re sis tant to nem a todes,
a de vel op ment that will save ba nana grow ers the
world over mil lions of dol lars in lost crops.

—Arutz Sheva, 9/7/2006



20 The Her ald of Christ’s King dom

“The Evan gel i cal Chris tian com mu nity is a ma jor
pil lar of the tour ism in dus try in Is rael, and they
are true friends of Is rael wher ever they are,” [said
Tour ism Min is ter Isaac Herzog]. Nearly 5,000
Evan gel i cal Chris tian sup port ers of Is rael from
around the world were in Je ru sa lem for the an nual
Feast of Ta ber na cles cel e bra tions in what has been
billed as the sin gle larg est tour ism event of the
year. Herzog said Amer i can Jews make up about
40% of the United States tour ism mar ket, with
Evan gel i cal Chris tians a close sec ond. Dur ing the
peak of tour ism in 2000, when 2.7 mil lion peo ple
vis ited the coun try, two-thirds of the tour ists were
non-Jew ish, he said.

—Je ru sa lem Post, 10/9/2006

Knesset mem ber Uri Ariel is draw ing up plans to
con struct a syn a gogue on the Tem ple Mount, Ju da -
ism’s ho li est site. Jor dan’s king plans to build a
fifth min a ret on the site as well. The syn a gogue
would be built upon the Tem ple Mount, but in an
area that is in dis put ably not within the ar eas that re -
quire im mer sion and other prep a ra tions ac cord ing
to Jew ish law. Ariel says that the syn a gogue would
not change the Mus lim sta tus quo on the mount,
which is home to the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the Dome
of the Rock. Ariel points out that ev ery rul ing by
Is rael’s Su preme Court re gard ing the mat ter of the
Tem ple Mount has rec og nized the right of ev ery
Jew to pray on the Tem ple Mount. 

 —Arutz Sheva, 10/10/2006

A grow ing num ber of Pal es tin ians are openly say -
ing they’d like to leave the West Bank and Gaza
if given the chance, yet an other in di ca tion of the
deep en ing de spair since Hamas was elected to run
the gov ern ment. Birzeit Uni ver sity poll ster Nader
Said, who has mon i tored em i gra tion at ti tudes for
12 years, says the per cent age of Pal es tin ians will -
ing to re lo cate once hov ered just be low 20%. That
fig ure jumped to 32% in a Sep tem ber sur vey, surg -
ing to 44% among Pal es tin ians in their 20s and 30s, 
and beyond 50% among young men.

—Daily Alert, 10/24/2006

In the last 50 years, the Jor dan River’s an nual flow
has dropped from more than 1.3 bil lion cu bic me -
ters per year to less than 100 mil lion cu bic me ters.
The grad ual dis ap pear ance of the mighty and wide
river is a cause for ma jor con cern. Add ing to the
mount ing cri sis is a plan for a new dam on the Syr -
ian side of the bor der. Al ready Syria has built res er -
voirs that catch the wa ters of the Yarmouk, which
nor mally feeds the Jor dan with a steady flow. The

res er voirs have re duced that flow to a trickle. The
dam age is al ready done. En vi ron men tal ists warn it
will take decades to recover the river.

—Is rael Mo saic Ra dio, 10/26/2006

Imag ine an en tire city get ting lost in trans la tion.
That’s what hap pened to Je ru sa lem in an Eng lish-
lan guage ver sion of a sight see ing bro chure orig i -
nally printed in He brew. The pub lished trans la tion
proudly ex claimed, “Je ru sa lem. There is no such
city!” The cor rect trans la tion: “Je ru sa lem. There is
no city like it!”

—New York Post, 9/21/2006

Book Re view
The Seven Deadly Sins, Sol o mon Schimmel,  Oxford
Uni ver sity Press, 1997. 298 pages.

The seven deadly sins were first pop u lar ized by
the Chris tian church a long time ago. Dante en -
shrined them in his po etic work The Di vine Com -
edy. Ten years ago many were made aware of them 
in the 1995 film  Se7en, the story of a se rial killer
whose successive vic tims each exemplified one of
the sins. 

These seven sins are as per ni cious to day as they
ever were in the past, as wit nessed by wide spread
de pres sion over things that can not be con trolled,
tem pers run amuck, greed that knows no bounds,
and a gen eral feel ing that we are not liv ing in the
best of all pos si ble worlds. Schimmel says this is
be cause we re fuse to mas ter our phys i cal and psy -
cho log i cal im pulses. In dulg ing our an ger, glut tony, 
ar ro gance, envy, and the like may not make us
crim i nals, but it of ten makes us and those who
must live with us mis er a ble. 

What few seem to un der stand is that in the long
run those who are moral and eth i cal are also the
hap pi est. To day many are en gaged in the pur suit of 
plea sure rather than the pur suit of hap pi ness—and
they at tain nei ther. Ac cord ing to Schimmel mod ern 
psy chol ogy con sid ers the no tions of sin, vice, and
vir tue to be rel ics of an ti quated theolog ical and
philo soph i cal tra di tions, which it has  superseded.
He con sid ers this in tel lec tual hu bris.

Schimmel is a pro fes sor of Jew ish  education
and psy chol ogy at He brew Col lege in Brookline,
 Massachusetts. His in sights on what we need to do
to mas ter our pas sions rather than be  enslaved by
them start with an ac knowl edg ment that there is
such a thing as sin and that it must be con fronted if 
it is to be de feated.

—Mi chael Nekora

News & Views is ed ited by Len Griehs. Items of in ter est may be sent to him at
1425  Lachman Lane, Pa cific Pal i sades CA 90272, or via e-mail (Griehs@comcast.net).
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Con ven tion An nounce ments
In qui ries should be sent to the in di vid u als listed be low.

Dec. 30–Jan. 1—Chi cago IL.
Elk Grove High School, 500 W.
Elk Grove Blvd., Elk Grove IL.
Julie Vasilevich 312.391.4376.
 � sec re tary@chicagobible.org

Dec. 30–Jan. 1—Phoe nix AZ.
La Quinta Inn, 2510 W. Green -
way Road, Phoe nix AZ. Janell
Porcolab 602.363.2612. 
� alexjanell@hotmail.com

Jan. 28—Los An geles CA.
Au di to rium, 406 Irving Drive,
Bur bank. Rich ard Bieniak 
949.457.0894. 
� Rjbieniak@aol.com

Feb. 16-18—Sac ra mento CA.
Clar ion Ho tel, 2600 Au burn
Blvd., Sac ra mento CA. Kome
Ajise  916.756.4954.
�  kadansar@comcast.net

Feb. 17, 18—Phoe nix AZ
Sunnyslope High School, 35
West Dunlap Ave., Phoe nix AZ.
April Mengos 480.390.3767.
�  samengos@ya hoo.com

Feb. 25—Rockland NY.
Com fort Inn and Suites, Nanuet
NY. Dawn Shallieu
908.756.4954.
� DShallieu@aol.com

Mar. 3-5—Or lando FL.
Hilton Ho tel, 350 So. Northlake
Blvd., Altamonte Springs FL.

Ernie Kuenzli 407.831.2098.
� ekuenzli@cfl.rr.com

Mar. 10, 11—Ba ton Rouge LA.
Hilton Gar den Inn, 3300 Har ding
Blvd., Ba ton Rouge LA. Mi chael
Costelli 228.861.2822. 
� mi chael@simpkins-costelli.com

Mar. 11—New York NY.
Wellesley Inn, Fairfield NJ [may be 

re named to La Quinta Inn by March].

Debra Szybinski 212.998.2095.
� Debra.Szybinski@nyu.edu

Mar. 16-18—Fresno CA.
Best West ern Gar den Court Inn,
2141 No. Park way, Fresno CA.
Bob Wil son 559.255.2241. 
� bobjinny@sbcglobal.net

Mar. 18—New Lon don CT.
Bay view Lodge, So ci ety Rd., East
Lyme CT. Mark Grillo 
860.887.0706.
� millennialview@sbcglobal.net

Mar. 23-25—De troit MI.
Macomb Com mu nity Col lege,
14500 12-Mile Road, War ren MI. 
Frank Nemesh 248.649.6588.
� NemeshF@aol.com

V Apr. 1 [Sunday]—Me mo rial

July 14-19—Gen. Con ven tion
Univ. of Pitts burgh, Johnstown
PA. Mi chael Nekora 310.454.5248.
� nekora@aol.com
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