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Publisher’s Foreword

THIS article was published in the Dawn Magazine about 1949 and was
well received by the brethren at that time. Since then | have saved the origind
copy from the Magazine published at that date and made it available to the friends
through Zion’s Tower of the Morning over the years as abooklet in printed form
as the attached. A number of copies of “This Thing Is FromMe” had been
requested and supplied in large quantities to the brethren.

These words have been agreat and wonderful help when troubles led
and discouragement asserted its ugly head in the individua Chrigtian’slife. It lifts
up the soul with comforting and soothing words for the afflicted Christian and has
been arich blessing to the Lord' s people in numerous aress of the world. Ina
world where there is o much conflict and the Adversary is more active than ever,
there is a positive need for this help from the Lord.

“Whereby he hath granted unto us his precious and exceeding great
promises, that through these ye may become partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped from the corruption that isin that world by lugt.” 2 Peter 1:4 --
Worldly desires and ambitions. R1532:4, 2154:2 Desire, safishness. HG446:6
The desires of the flesh. R2155:1 Our word lust has changed its meaning a great
ded. In the Greek it has amuch wider meaning. Inthe origind, it means any
earthly desires, for ingtance, the lust for power. Q4515

It is our wish that these words will be arich blessing to you aswell.
1949-2002
The Publishers

mailto: Zions.tower.ofthemorning@juno.com

http://mwww.zionstower.com/
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ThisThing Is From Me

THESE are the words of the Lord to King Rehoboam, and they express a
viewpoint pertaining to God's dedlings with his people which we should endeavor
aways to keep in mind. Rehoboam was a new king in Isragl, having succeeded his
father, Solomon, to the throne. Representatives of ten of the tribes interviewed the
new king and demanded that burdens imposed upon them by Solomon now be
lifted; but after due consderation Rehoboam decided not to yield to their demands.
Then the ten tribes rebelled and asked Jeroboam to reign over them.

Acting hegtily, Rehoboam assembled an army of 180,000 soldiers with
which he was determined to put down the rebdlion and by force of arms compd
the revolting tribes to be subject to his rulership. But the Lord intervened to prevent
the carrying out of this plan, sending indructions to the king to this effect with the
explanation “ Thisthing is from Me.” -- 1Kings 12:24

Probably Rehoboam never understood just why the Lord had permitted this
breach in the solidarity of the nation; nor is it essentia that we understand it now in
order to derive the important implications of this message which the Lord sent to
this ruler over his typica people What had happened seemed al wrong to
Rehoboam, and so out of keeping with his judgment of the Lord's will that he was
confident he would be divindy blessed in his plan forcibly to reunite the nation. But
hewaswrong -- “ thisthing is from Me,” said the Lord.

Statements such as this, made by the Lord to his people, should bring home
to us with blessed redity the fact that everything which concerns us is of even
greater concern to the Lord-that he is just as interested in our persond wefare as
we, and eminently more quaified to know what is best for us. This, too, is the reas-
auring lesson which Jesus gives us, saying, “Are not five sparrows sold for two
farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God? But even the very hars of
your head are dl numbered. Fear not therefore ye are of more value than many
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sparrows.” -- Luke 12: 6, 7 The Apogle Paul expresses the same reassuring
thought when he tdls us that dl things work together for good to those who love
the Lord and who are called n keeping with the divine purpose. (Rom. 8:28) The
goostle knew this because of the many promises of God indicatiing his love and
care for his people. He knew it aso because, by the eye of faith, he was able to
discern that even his greatest trids had often resulted in the richest of blessngs
from the Lord-blessngs which could never have been enjoyed had it not been for
the trying circumstances which conveyed them to him.

Our fath in God and in his overruling providences in our lives as
Chrigians shoud enable us dl to redize that nothing can come to us except by
divine pamisson, and that many times our most panful experiences are actudly
by hisgppointment.  If we can but have confidence that this is so, our every joy
will be a deeper joy, and owr burdens and sorrows will be borne with gresater
fortitude; for we will know that our dl-wise Heavenly Father sees exactly what
we need for our training in order that we may be made meet for the inheritance of
the santsin light.

With reference to the Lord's fedings toward his typica people, Isradl, the
prophet declared, "For he that toucheth you toucheth the gpple of his eye" and
surdy our Heavenly Father is equdly concerned over spiritud Israel, and
therefore enters into and shares our every experience, whether of joy or of sorrow.
(Zech. 2:8) Of his ancient people the Lord aso said, “Thou wast precious in my
sght” (Isa 43:4) Can we doubt that the same is true of us? Is not the Lord,
through his Word, whispering these same reassurances of his love to us, and
should not this enhance the value of our every experience, as daly we seek to
carry out our covenant with him by sacrifice?

Do we have temptations? Well, the Lord knows about them. He does not
lead us into temptations, for God tempteth 0 man. (James 1:13) Nevertheess, he
knows about our temptations, and permits them, and we have the assurance that
when they become too great he will provide a way of escape-perhaps not our way,
but a way which will be much better suited to our eternal welfare than any of our
own choosing could possibly be. (I Cor. 10:13) So, a such times, the Lord might
very well be saying to us.

“I want you to know that, when the enemy comes in like a flood, thisthing
isfromMe, and that | have permitted it in order that you might redlize more
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your own weeknesses, and learn to depend more confidently upon My grace
to help in your every time of need. (Heb. 4:16) | want you to learn that your
sdfety as a new cregture in Christ depends upon your looking to Me for
grength, for while 1 want you to do the best you can to fight off dl the
enemies which assall you as a new cresture, | want you to redize aso that the
battle is not won by those who think they are strong apart, from Me, but by
those who look to Meto do their fighting for them.”

To have fath that God's hand is in dl our afairs, it is essentid to keep in
mind tha he is traning us for the great work of the future, and for that high
position of joint-hership with his Son, King Jesus. One of the necessary lessons
to learn in order to be qudified for this exdted office is that of humility, and it
may be that the Lord will use very commonplace experiences to teach us
humility. To those of us who need such an experience, the Lord may be saying:

“Are your surroundings in life such as are humiliating to bear? Has your
lot been cast with people who do not appreciate you, nor understand you;
people who never condder your preferences, nor your tastes, and who are
aways putting you in the background, and themsdves in front? Do not blame
your associations, this thing is from Me. | am with you in dl your
humiliations, helping you to bear them and from them, to learn the needed
lessons. | am training you to be a ruler, to exercise tremendous responghility;
but I want you to do it for My glory, not your own. So, first of dl, it will be
necessary for you to come to the place where you will be glad to say from the
heart, ‘O! to be nothing, nothing.” So remember, dear child of Mine, you are
not in your present environment by accident, it is from Me, for | knew that
only under such crcumstances can you be properly trained for kingdom

glory.”
Again, and to some of usthe Lord may be saying:

“Are you in financid difficulties? Are you fording it more and more
difficult to ‘make both ends meet’? This thing, too, is from Me, for | want you
to put your trus more fully in Me and to redize that | know exactly what is
best for you. | redize that it may be embarrassing a times not to have dl the
money you think you need. You would like to make a better showing among
your friends, perhgps even among the brethren; but has it ever occurred to you
that under My training and direction, and if you keep close to Me, you may
get into the kingdom before some who are able to make a better showing in
the flesh. Of course, | don't want you to fed superior to others just because
you are poor, for then you would not be learning the lesson | am
endeavoring to teach you, which is tha of trus in Me and in My ability to
provide dl your needs, and a joyful acquiescence in your lot in life which |
am permitting, for this thing is from Me.”

3
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Are we passng through a nighttime of sorrow, due to the lons of some
beloved one, or to circumstances which seemingly no one can understand?

Agan we hear the Lord saying:

“This thing is from Me. | have permitted earthly comforters to fal you
in order tha you might learn to look to Me for consolation. Perhaps you
have not redized-but | have-that as long as you had dl your dear ones with
you and your trusted friends were dways able to console you in your trids,
you didnt think of Me very often. But a one time you made a covenant
with Me, and | accepted you into My family. You have been very dear to
Me. | have wanted to do more for you, to bless you more richly, but you
were getting dong so wel, your life was s0 filled with your friends, and
you were S0 satisfied with your successes, that | was largdy shut out of
your thoughts and ways. You didn't redize your need of Me. | do not
rgoice in your trids, but 1 know, and you will learn, thet in tumning to Me
you will find comfort and solace beyond anything your earthly friends
could possbly furnish. | want you to know tha | am your everlasing
portion, and | want you to draw nigh to Me in order tha | might draw nigh
unto you.” -- James 4:8

Has someone circulated fdsehoods about us, bdittling our  abilities
perhgps, or even misrepresenting our characters? The Lord permits these
experiences dso, for they are among the dl things which, by his overruling,
are working together for our good. From this sandpoint, therefore, he might

very well be saying:

“Leave those who misrepreset you to Me | will ded with them
according to their respongbility in the metter. There is a lesson in this
experience, a lesson which | want you to learn. It is another way in which
you can learn the much needed lesson of humility -- Chrig-like humility.
In this experience ‘consder Him that endured such contradiction of snners
agang HimsAf, let ye be wearied and fant in your minds’ (Heb. 12:3)
When Jesus was contradicted, yes, even when he was reviled while
hanging on the cross he reviled not again, committing himsdf rather into
My care and keeping; and thisiswhat | want you to do”

Even though we have covenanted to do the Heavenly Father's will, we
sometimes go dong from day to day making our own plans, and neglecting to
take into congderation whether or not our plans arein harmony with his will.
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Of course we want him to bless the plans we make, and if he does not, then we
wonder why. Again let us hear the voice of the Lord, for he may be saying to us

“Have your plans been dl upset? This thing is from Me. It was well tha
you asked Me to bless your plans, but in your consecration to Me you
expressed your determination to do My will, to follow the plans that | would
make for you. | have been ready at dl times to direct your steps, but often
you have not given Me an opportunity to do so, and now that your own
arangements are not working out so wel, I want you to know the reason,
and try to do the better way, that is, to consult Me with respect to every
detall of your life. | can assure you that when you do this, My blessng will
make you rich-rich in peace and joy, and in the redization that | am ever by
your sde, and that 1 will withhold no good thing from you as long as you
wak uprightly.” -- Psalm 84:11

All of the Lords people are, & one time or ancther, burdened with
responsibility and loaded down with care. We are prone to worry about the
outcome of this experience, or the result of that effort. Under this burden of
care, we are gpt to wonder why we do not have the joy and peace in the Lord
that once enriched our lives. And then, despite al our care and worry, something
goes wrong, and we are crushed in spirit. In our distress we turn to the Lord, and
through hisWord hear him say:

“This thing is from Me. | have been tdling you right dong tha you
should cast dl your cae upon Me, for | am abundantly able to take the
responsibility for the successful outcome of every service | ask you to render
for Me. (I Pet. 5:7) Not only do | want you to ascertain My will with respect
to dl the afars of your consecrated life, but doing this, to let Me adso be
respongble for the outcome. Then you will have peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit, for you will know that on account of My dmighty power and infinite
wisdom there will be no Stuation too difficult for Me to tandle. Even o, the
outcome of your every experience, and the result of your every effort to
save Me, may not be as you would desre; but you can be confident that,
under the overuling of My providence, dl things will work together for
your good and for My glory.”

Every truly consecrated child of God is dert to serve him and his people
in any and every way possble. Those who do not dedre to be active in his
service may very well doubt the genuineness of their consecration. However, for

many the opportunities of service often seem quite limited. We long to do more
for the Lord than we are doing, or have the opportunity to do. It may be through

5
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lack of physica drength; or it may be due to obligations toward those for whom
the Lord expects usto care it may be financid inability, or other handicgps. Do
we, then, wonder why it is that, dthough our hearts long to do much in the Lord's
sarvice, we are deprived of the opportunity? In this experience adso, the Lord may
very well be saying to us.

“This thing is from Me. | know of your desire to do some great work for
Me, and yet | have permitted you to be lad asde on abed of weakness and
pan, for there is a lesson in this which is most essentid for you to learn. Deep
down in your heart, why are you so anxious to be busy in My service? Is your
motive ertirdy that of love for Me, for the brethren, and for dl who may be
blessed a your hands through the minisry of the truth? It is wel that you
examine yoursdf very carefully dong this line. And there is no better time to
do this than while you are lad asde from active service If there is the
dightest trace of a motive in your heart that is not unsdfish and pure,
prosperity in My service would be very injurious to you, and | love you too
much to permit you to beinjured.

“And then, in order for Me to bless you in My sarvice, it is essentid that
you lean upon Me for srength, and look to Me for guidance. This experience
of waiting, which you ae now having, will hdp you to redize your own
weekness, and your great reed of Me. My drength will be made perfect in
your weskness, but only if you redize your weskness. (11 Cor. 12:9) When
you come to the point where you tremble when you think of sdf, and redize
how very little you can do for Me in your own srength, then | will be able to
use you for doing greet things for Me -- if not this Sde of the vail, then surdy
when | have exdted you to glory to live and reign with My beloved Son.

“And if, in My providence, it takes dl your time and strength and means
to meet your responshilities toward those depending upon you, this thing is
from Me, too. If you discharge your responsbilities as unto Me, | will accept
your sarvice as though it were done directly in My vineyard. | know that in
your heart you want to render direct service to Me, and that is proper. | delight
in that attitude, and will be very near to you and bless you. But keep dert; it
may be that the time will come when | will open the way for you to serve Me
in more direct ways. Watch and pray lest you settle down into a life of worldly
indifference smply because a present you are deprived of the privilege of
working directly for Me.

“If, in your casg, it is a maiter of wishing tha you had large sums of
money you could devote to My service; well, | appreciate that, but what are
you doing with thet little bit you do have?
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“I have been saying over and over again to My people that those who are
fathful in tha which is leest will be fathful dso in thet which is much.
(Luke 16:10) After dl, dear child of Mine, My most important consideration
for you is that you prove fathful, and you can do that with a few pennies
just as well as though you possessed a large fortune which could be devoted
to My sarvice. You doubtless have read what My beloved Son said about the
widow who cast her only two mites into the treasury of the temple. Well, the
fact that. you have only mites to use in My sarvice is My providence for you.
This thing is from Me! | am watching © see if you will be like that widow.” -
- Mark 12:42-44; Luke 21:1-4

The Lords providences over his people are truly marvelous. Frequently
those who have had little or no opportunity for service, suddenly find that
glorious privileges in the harvest open up before them. Those who have had
sndl opportunities, are granted larger ones. Those incepacitated by illness may
recover. Family responshiliies may lessen. Some who possess little of this
worlds goods, may acquire more which they can use for the Lord. These
changes of circumstances should aso be accepted as coming from the Lord;, so
again we hear him saying to us

“This thing is from Me. You have profited as a new creature by your past
position in life, and now | have answered your prayers for greater
opportunities of service. But it is wdl to remember that you will need My
help now more than ever before; for, in the use of these larger privileges of
savice, there may be a tendency for you to deveop a feding of sdf-
aufficency.

“When you were wesk and ill, you fdt your need of Me but now that
you are strong and well, you need Me more than ever; so do not now neglect
to acknowledge Me in dl your ways, and look to Me to direct your path and
give you drength to wak in it. The sarvice which you rendered to those
dependent upon you was important, but now that you are serving Me directly
you will need My guidance and blessng even more than before for the
ample reason that you will be handling the holy things of My Word and
plan. And if you may now have more money to spend for Me, take heed lest
you come to fed that your money should buy you specid privileges of honor
and authority among My people. Watch dso lest you rest in the thought that
your money is dl | want. Above everything dse, from youas from dl My
children-1 want the affection of your heart. | want you to keep close to Me
and to be very atentive to dl of My ingructions. 1 want you to tremble a
My Word, not in fear of what | might do to you, but because you are anxious
let a promise being left you of entering into a full res of fath in the doing
of My will, you should even seem to come short of it.-- Heb. 4:1
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"So dear consecrated child of Mine, since you have agreed to
acknowledge Me in dl your ways (Prov. 3:6), just remember that | am
directing you in dl things and tha there isnt a dngle experience that
comes into your life of which | am not aware, and have ather permitted it
or ordered it because | knew that it would be for your good as a child and
heir of Mine, and a joint-heir with My beoved Son, Jesus. (Rom. 8:16,
17) Never doubt My interest in you, nor My ability to care for you. As
each new blessng comes to you, as trids weigh down upon you, keep
your ears attuned for My reassuring message. This thing is from Me. Yes,
from Me, the God of your sdvation, the God of mercy and abundant
grace, who daily lifts up His countenance upon thee to give thee peace--
Num. 6:24-26

“I am your Father, too, your Heavenly Father, and everything that
concerns you, My child, concerns Me. My love is yours for your comfort
and joy. My infinite wisdom is yours to direct dl your seps. My admighty
power is pledged to your support, to help you over dl the rough places in
your heavenly journey, to defed you agang dl your foes and to
grengthen you in al your wesknesses. And just remember, dear child of
Mine, that | will withhold no good thing from you, and that | dways give
My vey best to those who leave the choice with Me. (Psam 84:11)
Blessed are dl they who put their trust in Me”-- Psam 2:12; 34:8

Reassuring indeed are the Lord's words, as he taks to us out of the
Scriptures. Perhgps one of the important lessons we should learn from his
messages is tha when we fdlowship with him, it is best that we have little to
sy oursalves. If it is important that al the world keep slent before him (Zech.
2:13), it is even more so for us, his children. Our Heavenly Father is, however,
pleased for us to express our devotion to, and love for, him, to reterate our
longing desire to please him, and to keep near to him. How appropriate that
we should say:

"Sun of my soul, my Father dear,
| know no night when thou art near
O! may no earth-born cloud arise
To hide thee from thy servant's eye.

"Shield of my soul, tho' tempestsrage
And 'gainst me hosts of foes engage,
My refuge and my fortress thou,
Before thee ev'ry foe must bow."
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THINGS YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

S ———

CHRISTIAN BIBLE STUDENTS

THE SATISFACTORY PROOFS THAT—

—The Bible is a divine revelation—reasonable and trustworthy,
revealing a systematic plan full of Justice, Wisdom and Love.

—#The Keyof Knowledge’” of the Scriptures, long lost (Luke
11:52), is found, and gives God's faithful people access to the
« Hidden Mystery.”’—Col. 1:26,

—The Lord Jesus and his faithful are to be not ounly priests
but kings.

—This Kingdom is to come and God’s will be done at the

Second Advent.
—God's plan is to select and save the Church in the Gospcl age,

and to use this Church in blessing the world in the Millenniwm.
—A ransom for all implies an opportunity for restitution to all.
—The Day of Judgment is 1,000 years long—the world’s trial day.
—Spiritual and human natures are distin¢t and separate.
—#The narrow way®’ of self-sacrifice will cease with this ngg
—+The highway’’ of righteousness without suffering will be

open to all the redeemed race in the Millennium. —Isa. 35:8, 9.
— ¢ The kingdoms of this world’’ are but for an ordained period

and must then give place to the Kingdom of Heaven”—
#Thy Kingdom Come."
Especially You Ought to Know
—Why God has permitted evil for six thousand years, and

—The relationship of God’s people to this * Reign of Sin and
Death” and to the results.

These subjec?s and many others of decp interest to all of God's
people arve diseussed fully and in language easy of comprekension in

“The Plan of the Bges”
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MAGAZINE EDITION .85 Cents, postpaid
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