COMPROMISE

Br. Ted Jennings

| have taken as my text Hebrews 12:1,2 and it goesthus:
‘Wherefore seeing we a so are compassed about with So great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay asde every weight, and the sn which
doth So easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race thet is
st before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our
faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne
of God.’

Aswe dl know dear friends, compromise is one of the most
effective weapons in the hands of the enemy. Probably none of us
will escape the attack of the enemy dong thisline. We know how
inddioudy it comes. The man of the world will say: ‘Why do you
st yoursdf to follow after this one thing? It is such madness. Why
don’'t you let your moderation be known unto al men? Otherswill
say: ‘Have we not had other good books in the world beside the
Bible? Have we not had grand charactersliving in our midst
besides Jesus Chrigt? We are bound to admit that there are many
good books and many good and grand characters have been raised
up by God. Thus we are tempted to compromise. We need to be
very wise lest we be led aside from the hope of our calling.

Let us remember the wonderful privilege whichisoursin being
permitted to live in the day when So much light is due to shine

from God' s Holy word. What a privilegeit isto livein this day
when our Lord has returned to feed those who are Sitting &t his
table. Surdly, if ever there was atime of feadting it istoday!! We
are recaiving the meet in due season for the household of faith.

Men who were prepared to suffer and sacrifice rather than
compromise the truth, good and wonderful characters, men and
womean of faith, who for the joy that was set before them, willingly
suffered. The book of Hebrews gives us arecord of some of them.
We will read afew verses from the 11th chapter of Hebrews just to
remind oursaves, dear friends how in the days of old when less
light was due to be known from God's word, there were good
characters even in that day who were prepared to suffer and
sacrifice for such light and truth as they had rather than
compromise the truth. We will read from ## He 11:37- 39: ‘ They
were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, weredain
with the sword: they wandered about in sheegp- skins and goatskins,
being degtitute, afflicted, tormented; (of whom the world was not
worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens



and caves of the earth. And these dll, having obtained a good report
through faith, recelved not the promise’

So we can see that there have been those who anxioudy sought to
do the will of God even though they could not hope to receive any
reward in thislife. They were faithful servants of God and they,

one dfter the other, fell adeep, awaiting their reward. During the
time snce the last of these * Ancient Worthies fed adeep, God has
had another class of true followers who were aso prepared to
suffer and sacrifice rather than compromise God' s holy word and
truth. Through their life time their greet desire was the return of the
Lord. And HE is here since 1874. He began to set up His Kingdom
in 1878 with the resurrection of the degping saints. Then later will
follow the reward of those ancient faithful ones mentioned in #
Hebrews 11.

Danid prophesied that the God in Heaven will st up akingdom
during the days of the kingdoms of the earth intimating that the
kingdoms of the earth would know nothing about the new kingdom
which would suddenly smite and bresk them in pieces. Let usread
the Scripture on this. # Danid 2:14, * And in the days of these kings
shdl the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shal never be
destroyed: and the kingdom shdl not be left to other people, but it
shdl break in pieces and consume dl these kingdoms, and it shall
gtand for ever.’

We can read the daily newspapers and just see what trouble thereis
in the world today. We see the leaders of the earth taking every
precaution in an endeavor to put off thet evil day. They bind
themsdlves together So that they may strengthen one another

againg the great catastrophe. They will not be able to go againgt
God' s purposes who has said that the present evil system must end.
The Gentile Times ended in 1914, the Jews are no longer
downtrodden and they have since 1948 returned to their own land
and even & this very hour the flag of Zionisflying.

The Scriptures show usthat our Lord was present to supervise the
Jewish ‘Harvest’ time when at Hisfirg advent he gathered out
from among the Jewish Nation his own faithful remnant to whom
He gave power to become the Sons of God. The Scriptures also
show that we are living in the harvest time during the Lord's
second presence. He istaking out from dl nations a people for His
name, a people that shdl bring honor and glory unto the Lord and
to our God. The Lord told us that the harvest would be at the end
of the age. A great change isto take place. All the powers that be
will be brought low, while those who have been oppressed and



downtrodden through selfishness and greed for wedth shdl have
rights and privileges given them by the hand of the gracious Lord.
Aswe ook about us and behold the whole world groaning and
travailing in pain, we cannot but pray, ‘ Thy Kingdom Come, Thy
will be done on earth asit isin Heaven.’

Thisiswhen the greet work of setting up the kingdom on the earth
isfully established. We have at this present time the joy of the
Lord, which isthejoy of faith. It reminds us dear friends, of the
mannatext of August the 24th. Our Lord prays that those who
believe in Him may be one, even as He and the Father are one. {#
John 17:11} When was this oneness to be? In the future only? Was
there to be no oneness between the Lord and His disciples now?
Oh, yes, surely. Thereisthe oneness of anticipation, the oneness of
purpose manifested in al the Lord’ s dear people, the oneness of
suffering joyfully because of the grest joy which was set before us.
The great joy is of course for those who are found faithful unto
death, who carry out their covenant of sacrifice with the Lord. It
should remind us of the parable of the ruler who went away to afar
country, then returned and called his servants to give an account of
the things He had given into their charge. Thisis taken from ##
Matthew 25:14- 30. How wonderfully this pictures our Lord
Himself. He came to the earth and gathered out servants, those
whom He entrusted with His goods; then He want away into afar
country, Heaven itsdf. Our Lord has returned and is cdling His
servants and reckoning with them. And thisis our experience, dear
friends at the present time, for the Lord is calling us be reveding to
usthe truth, by opening our eyesto understand that wonderful

plan; and we are being reckoned with by the Lord to see whether
we shdl be faithful to that call. The parable saysthat the verdict
was. ‘Wl done thou good and faithful servant: thou has been
fathful in afew things, | will make thee ruler over many things,
enter thou into the joy of the Lord.” We are to have power and
dominion later but we aso enter into the joy of the Lord during the
present time. Who are they that enter into the joy of the Lord &t the
present time? Just those who are faithful, who are loyd to the
Lord. We are to sharein thisjoy of the Lord before we enter into
our dominion—yes, before the enemy has been fully bound. What
arethe joys of the Lord into which we enter at thistime? One joy
isthe greet, indeed the very grest privilege we havein
undergtanding God' s glorious ‘ Plan of the Ages” Wasthere ever a
time when God' s faithful ones had such a privilege aswe havein
this regard? We are living in atime when more light and more
knowledge is thrown upon God's Word than was ever permitted at
any previoustime. Surdly it has brought joy into our hearts, ajoy
for which we cannot help but thank God dl our days



Y ou remember our Lord aspecid intimation to hisdisciples, ‘ Fear
not little flock, it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.” /## Luke 12:32) It isthe Father’s good pleasure to have a
kingdom of heaven, it must be established and it is. What can stop
God's pleasure? If it is His pleasure to gather out of the world
some who will sharein that glory: why not you and I? We know
full wel that God is passing by angels those glorious beingsin
heaven and turned to the earth to select Christ’sjoint- heirs. And
even in the earth He is passing by the rich and noble, and Heis
stooping to the poor and humble, whom Heislifting up from
degradation, and is exating them to His own right hand of favor.
Are we not amongst that number, the poor and needy, the meek
and teachable? If we are, then we have every prospect of entering
that Kingdom,; for we redize, dear friends, that to enter the
Kingdom does not imply power of our own, but merdly faith in the
power of God. Thisis one of the great joys into which we are
permitted to enter at thistime, the anticipated joy of the Kingdom.
We done have faith and & hope for the world because we have
fath in the word of the Lord. Should not this bring greet joy to our
hearts? Does it not bring great joy to our hearts as we remember
that the time of pain, sorrow and dying is near itsend, and God
very soon will uplift the poor falen race, and bring them back to
that perfection in which He origindly created Adam? Surdly it
does, dear friends. That is one of the joys which is ours, because
we arethe Lord's; and desire to be faithful followers of Him. He
has revealed thisjoy to us that it might encourage usin the narrow
way. Aswe gaze in progpect upon dl the glory that God has set
before the Church class, and for the world too, our heartsrgoicein
this wonderful plan of God. What awonderful thing is this greet
and wonderful Plan! How it does ater our outlook upon the world!
Lifeisworth living now! And whet a different Bible it gives ud

We can rgoice dl the day, knowing that * everything isworking
together for good to those who love God, and are called according
to this purpose” What fullness of joy the truth of God brings to our
heartd Truly He hath put anew song into our mouth, even the
loving praise of our God! And now, as never before, we can joinin
that great angdlic chorus: ‘Behold, | bring you good tidings of

greeat joy which shal beto dl people.” {## Luke 2:10} Praisethe
Lord!

The greatest witness that God ever had in this world was our Lord
Jesus. Jesus declared to Pilate, ‘ To thisend was | born and for this
cause came | into the world that | should bear witness unto the
truth.” /# John 18:37) What did it cost Him? It cost Him Hislife.
The shame of the cross. What did it gain Him? It gained Him a



crown and dso immortality. The gain certainly was worth the codt.
The world has no knowledge that by suffering now some may be
exalted to joint- heirship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Such away
was never previoudy opened to the world in previous ages. Those
noble characters of which we read in Hebrews, chapter 11, had no
prospect of thiskind. It was anew and living way, which our Lord
‘consecrated for us through the vell, that isto say hisflesh. We
are glad to know dear friends, that God has hiswitnessesin the
world today, who desire to follow in the footsteps of our Lord and
Magter, being faithful in that thing whereunto they are cdled.

Y ou remember what our Lord said about this matter: *If any man
will be my disciple, let him deny himsdlf, and take up his cross
dally and follow me.” {## Luke 9:23} Thisisthe grestest thing with
God; it determines who shdl share in the honor and glory of our
Lord later on. ‘Deny himsdlf.” What doesit mean, dear friends? It
means, of course to give up our own wills and to take the will of
the Heavenly Father. It meansto give up dl that the world hasto
offer, and to set our affections on things above. It meansto have
one purposein life and set dl our determination and energy to
accomplish that one purpose. Thisiswhat the world calls madness.
It isthe only way to win the cross and reign with the Lord in
Heaven. Yes, dear friendsthisisthe only way to attain this god.

The greet test which comes upon the Church isloyaty. Theworld
would like nothing better than to see us give up the race, the one
great purpose of our lives, and the test fast coming upon the
Church a the end of the harvest isthe great test of loydty. Arewe
prepared to suffer with our Lord and take up our cross daily? What
doesit mean to take up our cross daily? What does it mean to take
up our cross? The crossisasymbol of death. It meansthat we are
prepared to lay down our lives for the brethren, and to do good
unto al as we have opportunity, especidly to the Household of
Faith—that we are prepared to carry on this good work in line with
our Master’s example until our journey is ended. Therefore, our
Lord said, ‘Let him deny himsdf, and take up his cross daily and
follow me’ What did it cost our Lord? It cost him hislife. Will it
cogt us the shame of the cross? If faithful it will. It will cost us our
human life, dl that we have, yes, dl that the Lord has set before us
inthislife We arewilling to give it dl up, and not merdly give it

up in the sense of presenting it to the Father and then walking more
or lessin the world, but giving up al hope of the human life, and

al the world has to offer—presenting our sacrifice and keeping it
bound hard and fast to the dtar, each day being faithful to our
covenant. It isthen that it will cost us the shame of the cross. Yes,
dear friendsit will. Isit popular to own your faith in the Blood of



Chrigt and confess that it cleanses away our Sn? We don't find it
0. Something of the shame of the cross has falen upon us, but
when we redize how thisis sharing the shame of the Lord, that we
are suffering with him in the disgrace of the cross, it should give us
the greatest joy that our hearts could have enjoyed, for if we suffer
with him we shdl reign with him. Let usfollow the Magter even
unto the end of our course, and then our joy will be complete.
What more joy have we than this? | think thet our lifeisfull of joy.
At lesst it should be. It isintended that it should be. We have the
joy of telling. others about the TRUTH. We are entrusted with dl
the great secrets of life, and have the joy of telling out to the
people the great loving character of our Heavenly Father. We
know that Chrigtian people, those who cal themselves the
Chrigtian people of the world, ‘ have made God' s love too narrow
by fase limits of their own.’ It isfor usto try to correct this
misunderstanding and to clear away from God's holy character the
mark cast upon Him by well meaning, but woefully mistaken
people. We have the joy, then, of telling to others the true character
of our God.

We can do this verbaly, we can take the opportunity of spesking a
word for Jesus, and for the truth, on al occasions ‘in season and
out of season’ So far asit concerns ourselves, but aways
endeavoring to choose the right season for the person or personsto
whom we speak. We aso have the joy telling others through tracts,
the volumes, etc. There are those of course who are too nervous to
speak. Wdll the Lord is very gracious, He granted us the printed
page, the pages of the books and we dl should be able to give out a
tract. The Lord knows about our weaknesses, that we cannot do the
things we would, because of our falen bodies having become So
weak. He has, therefore, provided the printed page, just as much as
we care to make good use of it. The Lord has provided this means
without charge to those who cannot pay, because He loves us and
wants us to be a blessing to others. Can we not, aso, dl be
witnessing by our daily lives? Cannot we show something of the
loving spirit of the Magter in the Stuation where He has placed us?
Cannot we in the home show something of the character of the

L ord—the gentleness, the meekness, tenderness, love? Surdy we
can, and cannot we in the place of work, and in the street, show
something of the character of our gracious Lord? | think we can.
Men shdl see our good works, and one day they shal glorify our
Heavenly Father. Why will they glorify Him? Because they will
know full well that we could not do those Chrigt- like thingsin our
own grength, or by our own wisdom. They know, athough they
will not admit it, thet there is some spirit working in us, changing

our character, helping us to keep our own willsin subjection,



hel ping us to subdue our tempers, and to overcome evil and the test
of the enemy, the temptations of the world. They know it; and
dthough they will not admit it now, they will yet learn to glorify

our Father when they think of the marvelous work He was doing as
we daily told others of the truth.

And then the witnessing brings us the greet happiness of bringing
consolation to others. Surely, dear friends, we redize that in the
world today are many meek, many humble ones, who are ‘feding
after God if haply they might find Him.” We don't think dl the
Lord's people have received the truth. No, our experiences every
day makeit evident to usthat God yet has people in the world. Has
it ever brought you any joy, as we see the face light up and hope
come into the heart? Surely, what a greet privilege is ours aswe

tell of the true character of God, and the hope for theworld in
generd. So thistdling of the ‘Good news isdso doing a
separating work. The meek are being taught of God even as He has
promised, the proud are being ‘turned empty away.’ Itisbringing
consolation even to those who are not the Lord’s own people.
When we redlize that we can bring comfort to those who have lost
dear ones, what ajoy and privilegeis ourd We can tdl them that
the Lord will cdl the little ones from their graves, and will feed

them and bring them up in the ways of the Lord, revedling to them
His Truth, So that the little ones shal one day praise God and bein
harmony with Him.

And then, too, we know that though more than one- hdf of the
population of the world has never heard that ‘ only name given’
whereby men can be saved, this gospd shdl yet cover the earth as
the waters cover the sea, and there shal be no need to say to your
neighbor ‘know the Lord’ for ‘dl shal know the Lord from the
least to the greatest.” {# Jeremiah 31:34} What ajoy and satisfaction
it brings to ourselves and others as we tell out these glad tidings
which shal be for al people, how that God has no pleasurein the
degth of the unjust, but that He isa God of compasson upon those
who are ‘ignorant and out of theway.” God takes pleasure in the
degth of His Saints, but has no pleasure in the deeth of the unjust.
Surdy He has put a New Song in our mouths. Oh, thejoy of telling
these grest tidings to the Lord’ s own people. The words of the
prophet are being fulfilled in awonderful way.

He spoke of atime of famine in the land. We arein that famine,

not afamine of bread and water but for the hearing of the Word of
God to those who are in famine, those who are hungering, those
who have ears to hear; to tell them of God's closer union, that God
has dlowed the whole universe to stand and wait whilst He



condescends to our low estate, and He is taking from the world the
poor and needy and weak and fallen ones, the meek and teachable
ones. And then to tdll them of the marvelous and glorious promises
that God has set before such, and that al God's promises are ‘yea
and amen’ in Christ Jesus. That God promised Abraham many
years ago that He would have a seed, and that in His seed dl the
families of the earth will be blessed; that God is gathering out this
seed. But some may say that Christ was the Seed, not to seeds as of
many, but as of one, and to thy seed, ‘whichis Christ.” {# Galatians
3:16;} Perfectly true—our Lord isthe Seed, but then the same writer
says alittle further on in the same chapter of Gaatians, V. 29,

‘And if ye be Chrigt’ sthen are ye Abraham a seed and heirs
according to the promise’ The grest question is. ‘Are we

Chrigt’s? If wearetruly Chrid’s, if we have been baptized into

His desth, then are we the promised seed and heirs according to the
promise. It is not a question of whether we have great knowledge,
or whether we are wdl born or have much wedlth. But are we
Chrig’sfollowersin dl His great example?if so, then we are the
promised seed, and heirs according to the promise.

To tell this message to those who are hungering, surdly that isa
great joy as we see the effect upon their faces and lived Truly, we
have a great joy, asfeet members, in regping for the Lord,
gathering the ‘whest into the barn’ and in this way we are giving
the Kingdom Message this Sde of the Veil. The message makes us
glad aswetdl it, we are congtantly reminded of the effect it had on
us, when we were famished and longing for some truth that we
might feed upon and build our faith and hope upon. We cannot tell
about the Lord' s Truth, the Kingdom Message & al without
recelving agreat blessing; and not only so, dear friends, but aswe
give out the message we are in God' s hands, tools you might say,
of blessing for others. It makes our Bible aNew Book to us, it
makes our life new. That reminds me of the dear brother and sster
who brought the truth to me—they told me of these great and
precious promises of God, what a blessing that must have been to
them, knowing that God' s word had reached out to someone. | was
stubborn for along time, but eventudly it came to me through the
blessngsof the Heavenly Father. For many years | was a Roman
Catholic and like the rest of the Romanists | was stubborn to
anything new, especidly when it was the truth; of course | did not
know that it was the truth, but now what a difference! | thank my
Heavenly Father for opening my eyesto the fact that the Bible
does become a New Book.

If you stop and think about it for awhile, you wonder why So many
are chained up, you might say to thiskind of rdigion. Mot of it is



done by scaring people to desth. We may not aways see the results
of our laborsin thislife. It may be better for us that we should not
see the results; but the work gtill must continue. The work isthe
Lord’sand He will add His blessings as He seesfit. So let usgo on
in His great work of regping the wheet, and sharing in Hisjoy.
There is some work to be done yet So let us not get tired; we must
continue on as agood soldier of Christ and receive blessings from
thiswork. And there isthe joy that the work itsdf brings us. |

am not speaking of the reward later on, but what we get now.
Dear friends, it brings us sufferings, misunderstandings, our own
friends do not understand us & al. They firgt think us mad or
losing control of oursalves, and then they avoid us for they begin

to fed that we are dangerous people. They say, ‘wdll, just seethe
effect—they have I€ft their church; they are no longer going down
into the dums; they are now dl the time studying their Bibles, they
have got the rdigious mania, and we need to be careful lest we
become infected,’ etc., etc. How true. The cost of telling others
about the truth isto lose the friendship of those who were once
near and dear to you. It may be our own family who are severed
from us on account of our faithfulness to the Lord; but this
suffering is an evidence of sonship’whom the Lord loveth He
chastened, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.” {# He
12:6} Itisthe Lord’ sway over us a the present time, to test usto
see whether we are worthy of being exalted to His own right hand
of glory; not only so, we must remember that God is teaching us
through our experiences, vauable lessons—Iessons of humility,
love, lessons that we do well to study and make our own, because
God intends to exdt only those as have the character- likeness of
His Dear Son. And what was He like? * Take my yoke upon you
and learn of Me, for | am meek and lowly of heart and ye shdl

find rest unto your souls” {# Matthew 11:29} Weloveto learn the
lessons of being meek and lowly of heart. It is only such that God
intends to exdt. Why, it is only such that God could ever favor
with such agreat privilege of entrugting to them the uplifting of the
human race, and granting to them His own immortd nature, the
divine nature.

S0, dear brethren, as we suffer the tribulations of our life let us
remember our Lord’ swords. Let us remember it was to such aswe
that these words apply—'to him that overcometh, —not to him

that fights, but ‘to him that overcometh will | grant to Sit with me

in my throne, even as| dso overcame, and am set down with

my Feather in Histhrone.” {# Revelation 3:21} If we are found
faithful we shdl be ushered into the fuller joy, that grand and
glorious joy of reigning with our Lord, and exercising the power

and authority of our God, not only in Heaven, but in thisworld.



We are to reign that this world may be full of peace and
righteousness. We know not what God hasin store for us later on,
if we are ‘fathful unto death.” /# Revelation 2:10} God has afar
superior mind to ours; and God has purposes that have not yet been
reveded. If we are faithful unto desth we are to be one with the
Lord and with the Heavenly Father—one in honor, and onein
common possession. |an't that wonderful ? It surdly is.

And So then dear friends, the joy that is set before us we shal
never fully know this Sde of the vell; but we shdl know later on if
we are faithful even unto death. How we dl long for this
inheritance, the taking away of sorrow, pain and dying. We do
desire to be a blessing to the world, and yet we cannot be such
now—sometimes we think, Oh, if only God would give usjust one
little bit of power, we are to have later, we might help those poor
persons and relieve their pain and suffering. Why has He not given
usthis privilege a the present time? He knows it is not wise. He
wants to teach usto be patient. He wants usto learn to be
compassionate. He wants us to learn these lessons thoroughly. He
wants us to redize, too, our own inability, our own nothingness,
that dl power and wisdom isin Him; and until He grantsit we can
do nothing. Without Him we can do nothing, and God wants usto
know this. We therefore need to be patient, when we shal be
granted the privilege, the power of being a blessing to the world.

Y es, dear friends there are those at the present time who wish to
compromise the Lord’ swonderful Truth. They want usto believe
that they have awonderful ‘New Light and New Thought Truth’
and So we would discard the marvelous truth thet that ‘ Faithful

and Wise Servant’ gave us through the media of the Volumes,
Tabernacle Shadows, Reprints, Sermon and Question Books, and
other of hiswritings. There are some who would like to discard
atogether Volumes 2, 3 and 4 asthey do not comeinto line with
their thinking regarding chronology. Let us dear brethren hold fast
to what we have and let us not compromise the Truth one little
bit—if we compromise, how could we stand in God's Holy Place?
Anyone who offers a compromise to the truth cannot be trusted by
the Lord to promulgate the red truth. | thank you for the privilege
of being able to say these few words with regards to compromising
the glorious truth given to us by our kind Heavenly Father. May
the Lord Blessyou dll.

(Jennings- 8)
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