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Dear Friends:

Thisisnot an official report by the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, but merely notes
on the sermons, incidents and circumstances connected with the

WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY'S CONVENTION AT NIAGARA
FALLS N.Y.JULY 8,9, 10, 11 1905

Thisreport is gotten up with the hope that some of the dear friends in places, from which
no representative went to the Convention, mi ght share, with those who were privileged to
be present in person, at least some crumbs of the feast of fat things which were spread so
bountifully before us, as "meat in due season," for the household of faith.

Credit is due to a few of the friends whose assistance made it possible to get out this
report and thus bless many others. Credit is also due to the Natural Food Co. for their
kindnessin allowing usto use cuts of their wonderful building and also of the Falls.

Please send these notes, cover and al, from friend to friend of the truth. Keep them going
and may the Lord’ s blessing go with them.

Yoursin fellowship and service, L. W. JONES,
Chicago, Illinais, U. S. A. 2024 Washington Boul.



Notes on the Sermons, | ncidents and Circumstances

Connected with the

WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY’'S CONVENTION

AT NIAGARA FALLS N.Y.JULY 8§, 9, 10, 111905

About 1 0’ clock, Thursday, July 6, the friends began to gather in the new, large LaSalle
street depot in Chicago, and after much greeting each procured about ayard of paper,
called aticket, boarded a special car reserved for us, and were soon on the way to the
convention, to which so many had looked forward, hoping they might be permitted to
attend. Our party consisted of the following persons:

CHICAGO. Brothers- G. F. Gustafson John Spietz Jona Johnson Jacob Christensen John
A. Peterson O. K. Jones, Jr. John T. Read Oscar Magnuson G. A. Aldine Olgot Holmgren
L. W. Jones Harry Manning Geo. Fisher Frank S. Perry

Sisters- Florence Snyder Hulda Jacobson L. Spietz M. L. McPhail LauraMcPhail Mabel
Jones E. M. Benjamin Irene Magnuson Della Snyder F. Orloff Etta C. Jones Geo.

Keutzer Martha Hastings Mary A. Perry Madge Jones Mary Ansley Mary Axley Anna
Williams Mary Rockwood Mazel M. Perry FloraL. Baker

CARPENTERSVILLE, ILL. Henry Baker Edith M. Baker Grace E. Baker Florence L.
Russell

LIBERTYVILLE, ILL. Earl C. and Forest Dymond
ELGIN, ILL. A. T. Metz ClaraJ. McConaty
ROCKFORD, ILL. Emert Anderson Rose Anderson
WILMINGTON, ILL. Charles S. Osburn Emma Osburn

Our trip of about 18 hours was a prelude to the convention itself, for we had agrand time
in fellowship, singing "Zion’s Glad Songs," distributing tracts, etc.

We reached Buffalo about 9 o’clock Friday morning, changing cars for Niagara, and
arrived there about 10 o' clock. On getting off the train we found Bro. J. H. Cole and
others there to welcome and guide us to the convention hall. After walking about six
blocks through a very pretty residence section of the city we arived at the hall, were
ushered into the large reception parlor, greeted the friends and met Bro. A. E.
Williamson, went, cleaned up and prepared ourselvesfor the blessingsthat were in store
for us.



Right here it would not be amiss to speak of the

HOME OF SHREDDED WHEAT

—_ S —

THE NATURAL FOOD CONSERVATORY BUFFALO AVENUE, BETWEEN
FOURTH AND SIXTH STREETSNIAGARA FALLS N. Y.

In thiswonderful and beautiful building were the Convention Hall, Reception Parlor and
other conveniences, which were turned over to us for the use of the Convention, FREE
OF ALL CHARGES, by the NATURAL FOOD COMPANY .

The home of shredded wheat -- the finest, largest and most hygienic building in theworld
devoted to food production-strands in the heart of the residence district of NiagaraFalls,
far away from the smoke and dust of factory and railroad, fronting the rapids of Niagara
River and within sound of the rush and roar of the great cataract.

This noble structure, with the sunlight streaming in through thirty thousand lights of
glass, flooding every nook and corner with cleansing rays, is dedicated to the scientific
truth that "agrain of wheat contains all of the elements of a complete and perfect food for
man."

Herein thisindustrial palace of white tiling, marble and mosaics, visited every year by
nearly one hundred thousand pilgrimsto the Falls, are made every day over amillion and
aquarter Shredded Whole Wheat Biscuits.

From one 1,500 to 2,000 bushels of wheat are used every day in thiswork, nothing being
taken from and nothing being added to the wheat. The grainisfirst carried to the top of
the building to the cleaning room, where it passes through ingenious devicesthat remove
from it every particle of dust, sand, chaff, rock, cockle and other foreign substances,
dropping it clean into tanks of sterilized water. There are 20 of these machines, each
doing its specia work of cleaning.

The swelled and softened kernels are then spread on clean cloths and exposed to cool air
for 14 hours, being turned from time to time with paddles until ready to feed into the



hoppers for the great shredding machines, each 80 feet long and consisting of 36 pairs of
corrugated rollers. The wheat kernels are caught between these rollers and drawn out into
fine porous shreds, laying layer upon layer, until the thickness of a biscuit is formed,
when the long band of white filaments is brought into a cutting device, which separates
them into oblong cakes and drops them into pans holding 48 biscuits each. The panis
then placed in the arms of alarge drum, shaped like a Ferris wheel, which revolvesin an
immense oven until the biscuits are baked brown, but they are still damp inside, so are
passed through a second long oven. They move slowly and it requires about three hours
and then they go to the packing tables, where they are put into boxes by girls, and thisis
the only time in the whol e process that the biscuits are touched by the hands of anyone.
Previousto visiting this institution we had used some of their product, but not knowing
how it was made or whether adultered we had formed no special liking for it. After
seeing such a process and realizing what wheat is many of us began at once to
incorporate Shredded Whole Wheat Biscuitsin our diet. Purity and cleanliness seem to be
the watchwords of the Natural Food Company.

L et us go back to the Home of Shredded Wheat. We refer to this building and the work
done in it at considerable length because we think we see in it foreshadowings of
restitution blessings, both in the product and in the manner of treating the employees.

The more you know about the plant and the process the better you will like the Shredded
Wheat products. Why does the Natural Food Company keep "open house" for the
thousands of visitorsto Niagara Falls? Because nearly every one who visits this model
plant and notes its spotless
cleanliness and the scrupul ous care
with  which the purity and
healthful ness are guarded becomes
a consumer of Shredded Whole
Wheat Biscuit. He gets the
"Shredded Wheat Habit." An
industrial building that isvisited by
SO many thousand people every
year is worth knowing something
about, and we are glad to in a
measure reciprocate the kindness of
the company to the convention in
genera by incorporating some facts
concerning them in thisreport.

Fayer. or Recsprion Hall.

Certain factory ideal s have been attained in this building which make it unique among the
industrial plants of the world. Mere figures give a very inadequate idea of the noble
proportions of this building. They do not tell the story of the architectural symmetry, its
costly equipment or its perfect adaptation to the work of making the cleanest and most
healthful food product on earth. Those who like figures, however, will be interested in
knowing that the Natural Food Conservatory is 463 feet in length by 66 in depth, contains
3,000 tons of steel and 200 tons of marble. Its beauty is greatly enhanced by the 844



windows, with their 30,000 lights of glass, making it indeed a veritable " crystal palace.”
The building is entered through a large foyer, on either side of which are working and
reading rooms for guests, furnished with beautiful rugs and sumptuous weathered oak,
|eather-upholstered furniture. From the middle of the ceiling hangs a pendant, a great
crystal ball, inside of which are 36 electric lights. At the base of the vast columns
supporting the ceiling are upholstered settees. In one end of the foyer dainty

"demonstration lunches" are served to visitors, and here may be found guides to pilot
visitors through the building. The gallery around thefoyer, aswell asthefloor above, are
taken up with administration, publicity and accounting offices.

The Great Aoditorinm. Seating over & Thoussnd.

On the fourth floor is a convention hall or auditorium with a seating capacity of 1,080,
though on Sunday afternoon about 1,200 crowded in to hear Bro. Russell, who gavethe
principal address of the convention.

The building is el ectric-lighted throughout, and has all modern conveniences in keeping
with the other handsome appointments. There are elaborate lavatories and bath rooms
finished in marble and ***mosaics at a cost of $100,000; these are provided with not only
hot and cold water but with needle and shower baths. These are for the use of all of the
employees of the company, who are furnished with soap, towels, etc., free of charge and
are given one hour aweek, with pay, for bathing purposes, and are permitted to take other
baths before and after working hours and at the noon hour if they wish. The woodwork of
the entire building is of white enamel and is kept immaculately clean. The windows are
double glazed, making them dust proof. The pure air, filtered through sieves, is forced
through the structure by means of great suction fans and ventilator shafts. It would
require a good-sized booklet to describe the many departments of "welfare work™ cared
on by this company to guard the health of their employees and to secure their comfort,
contentment and intellectual and moral improvement. The company not only provides a
locker for each employee, costly lavatories and baths and hygienic noonday lunches, but



also maintains a circulating library, and gives them access to hundreds of other

periodicals. It provides addresses by men and women of note, classes in English
composition, essay contests, cooking school, sewing school, boys' vegetable gardens,
with cash prizes for the best work and children’ s play-grounds. It furnishesthegirlsinthe
manufacturing section with caps, aprons and sleeves free, and they are also provided with
chairs which have foot and back rests. They are allowed fifteen minutes norning and
afternoon for rest and recreation.

The company getsits power from Niagara Falls. The "harnessing” of this mighty cataract
to the wheels of industry was made possible by the electrical power transmission. It is of
great engineering triumph which makes the Natural Food Conservatory a beehive of
industry by day and a palace of electric beauty by night. Thus the most wonderful

achievement of modern electrical science is yoked to the greatest of dietetic science.
Nature’s greatest wonder is providing the world with Nature' s greatest food product, and
here was held the best convention of Bible students the world has ever known.



ATRIPTO THE FALLS

Asthe convention was not to open until the next day, Saturday, many of the friends went
inthe afternoon to see the wonderful NiagaraFalls.

Walking about a block through the Natural Food Company’ s park we arrived at the shore
of Niagara River, about a mile above the Falls. Here the water is calm, without any
suspicion of the disturbance further on, except for the roar that could be heard even up
there, and for a faint view of the rapids in the
distance. From this point in front of the Natural

Food Company’s Conservatory to the Falls
themselves along the American side of theriver is
the Government park, kept in the nicest kind of

order by the Government, and which offered a most
delightful walk while viewing the rapids and falls.
The entire view must be seen again and again to be
appreciated.

The fall of the Niagara River from the head of the
rapids, three-quarters of a mile above the cataract,
to the edge of the precipice, is nearly 60 feet, the
velocity of the current varying from seven to 27
miles an hour. No words can describe the grandeur
of this sight to the visitor as he stands upon the

w o Winds and Rock of Ay brink of the current above the falls and looks out
acrossthe toss ng, foam ng stretch of water, avery emblem of chaositself. All the shades
of green and violet are displayed in the colorings of the water, while spread over it, likea
network of filmy lace that rises and falls with the tumultuous heaving of the water’s
bosom, is the white foam and spray and mist. A walk of about three-quarters of amile
along the edge of these grand, sublime, yet awful rapids brings usto the falls themsel ves.

The American and Canadian falls are divided by Goat | sland, which isreached from the
American side only, and is connected with the mainland by a beautiful stone bridge,
which takes the place of several crude structures that served as passageways the past
three-quarters of a century. Many have wondered how a bridge could be built across
these awful rapids. The pierswere formed first by building a massive abutment of timber
on the water’ s edge, from which were projected enormously long and heavy beams of
timber. These were secured by great piles of stone, and their outer ends rendered steady
by stiltsthrust into the bottom of theriver. A platform was then built, loaded with stone
and then sunk, and on this a pier was built.

No view of the fall is so terrifying as that of standing on Prospect Point, ajutting rock
which is perched on the very brink of the Americanfall. It was at thisvery point, after the
convention was over, that a party of about 60 one evening and about 125 the next evening
went down to, viewed the falls by moonlight and had a little song service; our dear
Brother Frank Draper being with us both evenings, and our dear Brother W. Hope Hay



being with us the first evening. The majesty and overwhelming grandeur of the sight
from this spot can never be forgotten by those who have witnessed it. Not five feet away
isthe very brink of the fall, over which the waters pour in resistless might. The whole
sweep of the cataract’s brink is visible from this point. The line of the precipice over
which the waters sweep isjagged and irregular, and causes the spray to dash out in great
spurts, as though some titanic hand were tossing the water from hidden depths. Here and
there where the rocks come near the surface, their ebony outlines can be seen beneath the
crystal whiteness of the flood. There has never been an accident at this point, though the
entire falls are said to claim about 50 victims each year. More than one mortal (not
immortal) tired of life or fascinated by the sight has sought death by leaping into the
flood. A stout railing encircles Prospect Point, which is part of Prospect Park, a beautiful
spot containing about ten acres.

It isestimated that 275,000 cubic feet of water pass over these falls every second.

The present height of the American fallsis 161 feet, while the Canadian side is 158, a
discrepancy which is caused by the slope of the land. For three-quarters of amile above
thefallstheriver drops 60 feet, the falls themselves about 160 feet, while the river at the
foot of the fallsis 180 feet, making atotal depth from the beginning of the rapidsto the
bottom of the river of 300 feet.

Below the falls the water is again calm and quiet for about two miles, when we come to
the lower rapids. At this point the river is not more than 100 yards wide, and through this
narrow defile the united water of Lakes Superior, Michigan, St. Clair, Huron and Erie go
thundering by at the estimated speed of 27 miles an hour. The roar is deafening. The
force of the water is like the rage of some imprisoned Titan, who, struggling beneath the
flood, tosses the water in snowy spray and angry billows from 20 to 30 feet above the
head of the spectator standing securely upon the shore. It is estimated that fifteen hundred
million cubic feet of water rush through the whirlpool rapids every minute. The depth of
the water hereis problematical; it is supposed to be about 300 feet.

The whirlpool is about amile below the rapids. The popular conception of it isthat of a
maelstrom, avortex of water swirling in gradual narrowing circlesto a depressed center.
Instead of this the force of the water pouring into the basin raises it in the middle to a
distance of three feet above the outer surface. The whirlpool isthe natural result of the
mighty body of water rushing into a confined space, seeking an outlet. Bodies, drift-wood
and everything that finds its way into the whirlpool circles around for days, and perhaps
is never gotten out. Below thiswhirlpool the water isagain calm and flows on through a
country with rich farms and orchards.

Thiswhole picture, from beginning to end, presented to the truth people a picture of the
plan of the ages. First, the river above the falls is calm, as was the world of mankind
originally, soon they began to get into more and more trouble, asillustrated by the upper
rapids, then we see mankind coming to an awful time of trouble, such asthe world never



saw, no, nor ever shall see again, said our Savior. The trouble will be caused by a
division of the people because of their selfishness and waywardness; thisisillustrated by
Goat Idand, which is well named, as the goat is noted for its selfishness and
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waywardness. Then the
whole torrent goes over
the fals into the river
below. Then as the water
is quiet for about two
miles it illustrates the
peaceful condition of the
world during the
Millennial  Age, but
toward the end of that age
there is more trouble,
illustrated by the lower
rapids emptying into the

whirlpool, illustrative of second death. Below the river flows on peacefully, as will the
world during the "Ages of Glory" to follow the Millennial Age.

We felt that the Lord was exceedingly good to us in combining so many earthly
blessings, such asthe Natural Food Conservatory, the beautiful Niagara Falls and rapids,
etc., with therich feast of spiritual things and delightful fellowship with the brethren from

all parts of the country.



CONVENTION OF BELIEVERS
inthe ATONEMENT-SACRIFICE OF CHRIST,

Saturday, July 8.

At about 8 o’ clock the friends began to gather in the reception parlor of Natural Food
Conservatory and greet one another, and watch for the arrivals of others, for every train
brought some new ones.

One of thefirst questions asked by many was, "When will Brother Russell be here?* Bro.
Williamson replied that when he left Allegheny Bro. Russell intended to arrive Sunday
morning. But who should we meet Saturday morning but Bro. Russell himself. He said he
had been thinking the matter over, how many friends there would be to meet, etc., so he
decided to be with us Saturday.

The convention was called to order promptly at 10 o’clock by our dear Bro. W. Hope
Hay by announcing from the slip, Hymn No. 1, "All Hail the Power of Jesus Name."
Bro. Seeley of Chicago played the piano and Bro. J. H. Cole of Jersey City played the
cornet.

Welcoming Y ou to This Convention

Bro. W. Hope Hay then gave the address of welcome on behalf of the Watch Tower Bible
and Tract Society, and at the close of hisremarks he introduced Bro. A. E. Williamson,
the permanent chairman. A partial report of Bro. Hay’s remarks
follow:

Brethren of like precious faith, it is my privilege this morning to
welcome this convention. | do not know why | should have been
chosen to do so, except that | live so near this place and am the
only pilgrim living in Canada, so perhaps that is the reason. Our
subject is, "Welcoming Y ou to This Convention.”

This word "Welcome"-what a wonderfully sweet sound it has,
how many good associations are connected with it. Thereis no

il other word so good, unless it is the word "Go spel.” How sweet
they sound together. So, | welcome you today, as mutual believers, mutual sharersin the
Gospel. Did you ever stop to think just what the word "Welcome" means? It is an old
English word, meaning "will come." So it has the thought of God’ swill that you are here.
S0, also, you had the will to come here. It must have cost you considerable sacrifice to
come, you exercised considerable will to come. Five years ago was the first large or
general convention, held in Chicago. It was my privilege about that time to be traveling




through Minneapolis and St. Paul, and the friends began to collect their nickels and
coppers, so asto have enough to go to the convention with. So, you must have had agood
deal of will to come here.

Next, we think of those who are unable to be with us today. They have had the will to
come, but could not carry the will out. They would have been equally welcome.

Second, -- again the old English word, it has the thought of the one coming with the will
of the one sending him there. Whose will isit that we are here? It is God’ s will that we
should be here, and it was equally God’ swill that others should be at home. Because we
are members of the Body of Christ, we have no will of our own, and it is his good will
and good pleasure that some of us are here. We see that others are not amongst us; both
according to hiswill, the one Head who rules and governs us all.

Isthere any authority in the Scripturesfor such meetings aswe are having here? Y es, we
are told not to neglect the assembling of ourselves together. The Apostle was not
referring merely to the early Church, for he says, "Asyou see the day of judgment draw
near," so werealize that especially inregard to ourselvesthat heis urging usto assemble
ourselves. What for? Exhorting one another. Exhorting means the same as comforting,
hel ping, assisting one another.

Weread in Malachi the 3d chapter, beginning with the 13th verse (Malachi 3:13): "Y our
words have been stout against me, saith the Lord. Y et we say, what have we spoken
against thee? Y e have said that it is vain to serve God; and what profit isit that we have
kept his ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of hosts? And
now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yet, they that
tempt God are even delivered. Then they that feared the L ord spake often one to another.”

Surely thisisthe condition today, afalling away from the Word of God. They are saying
that those who have served God are forgotten by him.

Here we have from both the Old and New Testament the direct command from God,
through the Prophet and Paul for such meetings as these. So, as we think again of this
word "welcome," we are met together according to the will of God, and therefore, we
have welcome from him. According to the second meaning, | welcome you myself. We
are met to comfort, assist one another. Y ou are welcome to all whom you have come to
comfort and assist, etc. You are not only welcome to myself, but also to one another,
because this message is to be carried forward from one to another. Y ou are welcome to
al theliberties and privileges of the Lord’' s people. What are those liberties which God
givesto his people? Complete freedom from every kind of acommand. The assembly in
the wilderness met by God’'s command. They had many hopes and prospects to talk
about. Asthey wandered from day to day, they could comfort and encourage one another,
and they were merely aclass of servants, who knew not their Lord’ swill. We meet with
complete freedom, to use time and talents, all that we have, in the service of God. How
can we serve our Lord and Master? When we have done all things, we are unprofitable



servants but inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of these, ye have doneit unto me
Y ou are welcome to use all you have for another.

At the opening of this service we sang, "All hail the power of Jesus’ name." All should
honor the Son, even as they honor the Father, so in doing so we are pleasing and
honoring the Father, because the Son was the Father’ s representative.

"They that feared the Lord spake often to one another.” What did they speak of? As
believers in the atonement, they spoke of our King and Conquerer. What a difference
between the thought of our celebration and that of the celebrations of the world. Others
celebrate great victoriesthat cost the lives of many others. We cel ebrate the death of the
great King of the Universe, which brought victory for not only those on earth, but for all
that are in their graves, for all who are under the sentence of Adam.

He referred to Psalms 33, beginning with the 13th verse (Psalm 33:13), "He fashioneth
their hearts alike." He sees that the hearts of all mankind are in need of the great time of
trouble, and because of it they will be saved." But the eyes of the Lord are upon themthat
fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy.” "To deliver their souls from death.” Heis
watching a certain class. All our words are simply for the building up of one another. Do
not be telling one another all about your troubles. Leave your sorrow behindyou, andtell
of the good thingsthat the Lord has done and is doing for us at the present time, and what
we expect him to do in the future.

Bro. Hay laid special stress upon our words and actions while at the convention, and gave
as anillustration the experience of anumber while at the St. Louis convention, last year.
He said about forty were in the habit of going to a certain restaurant for their meals.
Finally some one of them said to one of the waitresses, "Well, thisis our last meal with
you." She replied that they were al sorry, for they had never seen such wonderful people
before, that they seemed to be just like one family and had treated the waiters so nicely.
Asaresult, they were able to give out considerable literature.

And now, dear friends, it ismy privilege astemporary chairman to hand over the affairs
of this convention to the permanent chairman. He is one whom | know you are all

familiar with through the Tower, and so | have the pleasure of introducing you to Bro. A.
E. Williamson.



BRO. WILLIAMSON’S RESPONSE.

Brothersand Sisters, it givesme agreat deal of pleasureand | am sureit givesyou agreat
deal of pleasure to be encouraged by the words of our Brother Hay. | am sure that since
we have been thinking of this convention, we have been thinking of the way the Lord
would bless everyone that would be associated with this gathering.

My thoughts were running along the great privilege of identifying the members of the
Lord' sBody. There will be that bond of love and spirit of union, whether you had seen
one another or not. | remarked to one of the boys connected with thisinstitution that he
had never seen such acompany of people as would meet here.

Bro. Williamson said he remembered a remark that Bro. Russell once made, referring to
the song, "l loveto tell the story, it satisfies my longings as nothing else can do." Bro.
Russell said that if anyone gets this precious truth and then fails to appreciate the
satisfying, satisfying effect, there is something wrong with hislongings. Bro. Williamson
said that it does satisfy our longings. Each one of us are going to meet about a thousand
people, but we will find there will be the one bond of love and spirit of union. What a
great difference in the Great Convention of the Kingdom. They will al have names that
we will all recognize at once. We will know them in the perfect sense. | hope we will
have the best side out and be that happy family that the restaurant people and landlady
will find we are adifferent people than they are accustomed to see.

At the close of hisremarks he announced Hymn No. 8, "The Old, Old Story."



11 A. M. PRAISE AND TESTIMONY SERVICE
Conducted by Bro. J. A. Bohnet, of the Bible House.

This service was opened by singing No. 25in"Zion’s Glad Songs," entitled " Sunshine."
Hethen called Bro. Russell to the front, who spoke to usfor a short time. He said that he
had not intended to come until Sunday, but as he told usin the reception room, hegot to
thinking of how many friends there would be there, and that possibly many would like to
consult him, telling him their troubles and asking his advice, etc., so he came Saturday,
instead of Sunday. He said that he agreed with Bro. Hay that it was best not to tell each
other’ stroubles to one another, but that if he could be of any help to any, he would be
pleased to assist them, and to that end aroom in the corner had been assigned to him for
an office, which he called the trouble corner. When he returned to his seat, Bro. Bohnet
remarked that Bro. Russell had practically admitted that he came to the convention
looking for trouble, but that he thought it was because he had so much love for the
brethren. We do not know whether Bro. Russell found all the trouble he was looking for
or not. If hedid, he did not show it, for at the close of the convention he was as smiling as
at the beginning, and pronounced it the best convention that had yet been held. He
remarked after the convention that his thought now was to have these three day
conventions in the future more for the truth friends, and not to advertise them for the
public, but rather have the one day conventions for the public.

After Bro. Russell finished his remarks, 39 others testified, and many otherswould have
been glad to have done so, had the time been longer. One brother said, "Do you know
what | compare the truth people to? Well, | compare them to Chinamen. To Chinamen!
Why, what do you compare us to them for? Well, because Chinamen look pretty much
alike and if you see a Chinaman, you think you have always known him, for he looks so
much like one that you have seen before." So, he said, it seemed to him when theLord’s
people meet, it seems as though they had known each other all their lives.

Bro. Sexton arose and said that it was the first time he had ever testified in a large
convention, but when he saw the train pull out from Allegheny with the friends, he said
he took the convention fever, and the only way he could get cured was to cometo the
convention, which he did the next day. He told me he could stay only afew hours, but |

noticed he stayed at |east another day. He said that this was the tenth large convention
that he attended and that it was the best.

Another brother roseand said that he had the convention fever, too, but that instead of
getting cured, his fever got worse and nothing will help him but to attend more
conventions in the future. | expect Bro. McMillan will have arelapse each convention
time.

Another brother spoke about the Canadian flag and the United States flag that different
people are under, but that we are all under the one banner of Christ.



The Transfer of Earth’s Sovereignty

SATURDAY, P. M.

At 2 o’ clock the afternoon session was opened with apraise service, led by Bro. L. W.
Jones, of Chicago, Ill. "Zion's Glad Songs" were used, asin all the Praise Services, the
leaflets being used at other times. (At the close of the convention the friends were
allowed to take away the copies of Zion’s Glad Songs, as souvenirs of the convention).
After singing a number of songs, Bro. John T. Read of Chicago favored us by singing a
song entitled "A Thousand Y ears,” the congregation joining in the chorus.

At 2:30, Bro. Williamson, chairman, took charge and announced Hymn No. 6, "Jesus
Reigns." He then offered prayer and introduced the next speaker, Pilgrim Bro. R. E.
Streeter, whose subject was " The Transfer of Earth’s Sovereignty,” and he spoke in part
asfollows:

He used the following verses as histext: Daniel 2:44, 7:13, 27, in
regard to the Image, etc.,, and Ezekid 21:24-27, in regard to
Zedekiah and the removal of the typical kingdom from Israel.

Y ou will notice that the theme suggested by these textsis "The
transfer of earth’s sovereignty.” As we look about us today and
see the condition of our world, we will be led to realize that the
great need of thisworld is arighteous government; a government
that will have for its foundation principle, justice and
Beother Jobn E. Swecter | righteousness of God. A government that will have wise lawsand
be able to enforce those laws, that will have power to distribute
the blessings of the earth to the worthy. Thisisthe great need of our world today. In fact,
the whole human history, asit has to do with mankind, has been towards this end, has
been to establish a government of thiskind.

Aswelook over the world today, we find that certainly everything indicates that we are
at acrisis in history. Those who do not think are unable to see this, but the thinking
peoplerealizethat we are at acrisis. Asto what it isand as to what the outcome of it will

be, only those that are acquainted with God’ s purpose as revealed in His blessed book
have any knowledge concerning it. Problems are being discussed today, the solution of

which , if they were solved, would necessitate a complete revolution of all the

governmental institutionsin the world. They are problems which are agitating the minds
of men as never before. The politicians and statesmen think all will come out all right, as
it hasin the past. There have been periodsin which similar conditions have prevailed, but
not to the same extent astoday.

Again, we are living in aland where we doubtless have the best form of government on
the face of the earth. We have those in the position of statesmen who are honest and
desirous of carrying out the purpose, asfar asthey understand what the blessings are. We
seeinthe United States arepublic that is supposed to be ruled by the people. What do we
find? We find a power that has come up during the past century that bids fair to makethis



country become greater than any country-that power is money. We see how that large
masses of wealth can be accumulated in afew yearsin the hands of afew.

We have to mark "failure" upon the governments of thisworld. We see organized |abor
on the one hand, and emperors and kings of earth, as represented in the money powerthe
aristocracy-on the other hand.

So, as we trace the history of the world, we begin with Adam in the Garden of Eden, with
power, dominion, etc., but we see how helost histhrone and dominion. We see that none
have had dominion, in the perfect sense, since that time. Israel, as anation, had atypical
dominion for a short time, but they too finally became so wicked that their last king,
Zedekiah, was dethroned from his typical kingship as God's representative. Then the
"Times of the Gentiles" began to count, in which the Lord permitted them to have
universal dominion, but not as his authorized people. The universal empires of the
Gentiles were represented in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, interpreted by Daniel, in which
dream was seen the great image, the various parts representing the different universal
kingdoms, and that finally a stone cut out without hands, and falling upon the toes of the
image, the whole thing ground to powder, blown away and no place found for it. The
stone represented the Church of Christ, being cut out during this Gospel Age. The record
of this dream, etc., is found in the second chapter of Daniel. We are now living in the
time of the toes of the image, and soon the stone will fall upon the toes, representing the
governments of the world, and as aresult, the Kingdom of Christ will be established in
the earth, and then will the earth’ s blessings be equally distributed among the families of
the world. It is that for which we watch and pray, saying, "Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done."



W. H. BUNDY'S ADDRESS
Our Talentsand Pounds

After asong or two, Pilgrim Brother Walter H. Bundy was introduced and spoke on the
subject of "Our Talents and Pounds." He spokein part asfollows:

Dear Friends, we meet together with two thoughts in mind, "thankfulness' and
"gratitude."

We meet together as Bible students, to know God’ s plan, to understand the message of
salvation. It is one thing to know God’s plan and purpose, and quite another thing to
retain the truth, to be so exercised rightly by our experiences, and day by day to be so
watchful and careful that we may attain and retain God’ struth
now and throughout eternity. It is along this line of retaining
the truth, our privileges and opportunities by which we may
retain the truth that we will speak this afternoon. It isonething
to bein the truth and another thing to havethetruth in us. Our
subject is:

OUR TALENTSAND POUNDS.

One thought that we should retain in our minds after a
convention likethisis, asto just what our responsibilities are
and hot to live up to our privileges. One of the objects of these
conventionsis that we may the better be built up in the most
BRO. W, H. RUNDY holy faith.

THE PARABLE OF THE POUNDS- Luke 19:11

One pound to each servant. In the parable of the Talents, he distributed different amounts,
illustrating all classes. The object of these parables was to prepare the minds of his
disciplesthat he was going away and would return, and of hisintervening work between
the two advents. Then the parable also teaches us that Christ was to remain in a far
country until the time of the setting up of the Kingdom. Luke 17:21; John 18:36; Luke
11:17. A divided kingdom cannot stand. In Daniel 2:44, we read that God' s kingdom
shall stand forever, so the only logical deductionisthat God’ s kingdom is undivided, and
therefore will stand forever. The nominal kingdom is split up into thousands of factions
and sects, therefore, being divided, it cannot stand and is not God’ s kingdom.

God is now judging the Saints and not the world - Acts 17:31, thejudgment of theworld.
Romans 5:12 shows that al the world are criminals; therefore, if God has any favor for
them, the condemnation must first be lifted, for if a person is under sentence of death,
you cannot pronounce another sentence against him or try him for life, until first the
original sentence isremoved. So, the term "judgment” applied to any now shows God’s
favor. In the parable we see four classes, servants, special servants, citizens and citizens



who are enemies. Today the four classes exist: -- First, the king' s servants, all who have
been justified; second, only afew servants entrusted with the pounds, representing the
consecrated of Romans 12:1; third, citizens, the world in general, which lieth in
wickedness; fourth, the enemies, those who in their own hearts are enemies of the Lord.

Theworld is condemned to death, and therefore under the sentence of death. There are
others who have rejected the precious blood of Christ. The nobleman went to a far
country. Thiswould seem to show a considerable |apse of time and also to show that one
would not receive hisreward at death. The thief on the cross did not ask for areward at
death, but when Christ came into his kingdom. 2 Timothy 4:8 also teaches that our
reward does not come at death. Why did Christ die, and what are to be the results?

Adam was perfect-Christ was perfect; Adam was human-Christ was human; Adam tried
under God’ s perfect law-Christ also; Adam failed -- Christ succeeded.

Christ earned by hisfaithfulness and obedience theright to eternal life, but he camefor a
different purpose. Christ gave his unforfeited life for Adam’ sforfeited life.

The pound in each case is representative of the measure of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians
12:7, afavor through the adoption as sons. Adam was a son by creation; angels also were
created and not born in sin. When begotten, we become sons and receive the pound.

THE TALENTS-ABILITIESAND OPPORTUNITES

Instead of its being an injustice to the world to select the church now, it will be a great
favor to the world, because the church will be able to sympathize with them in conditions
which Christ did not experience. These talents are opportunities along the line of our
abilities and privileges. Judging oursel ves-each oneisthe best subject to spend histime
one, not on others. In using our talents, we are to study the Bible, study God’s Word and
heed the instructions.

A third way to neglect to use our talentsisfailure to follow the leadings of the spirit.

A fourth way isto neglect prayer. Self isthe only thing that can keep us from the love
God. Humility is not thinking highly of one’'s self; humility is not thinking lowly of on€'s
self; humility is not thinking of one’ s self at all.

A fifth way isto neglect to assemble with God' s people.

Why the onetalent isto illustrate the unfaithful, instead of the five? The Lord wanted to
show that those having even one talent are as responsibl e as those having five. So we

read in Romans 14:12, "Every one of us shall give an account of himself to God."

In this connection, he gave the illustration of two brothers, and then of the two sisters.



A and B represented two brothers, A very blunt and B very sensitive. A said something
that hurt B’ s feelings and so B said he was going to A and tell him he hurt his feelings
and that he wanted to apologize to him. Bro. Bundy said B had better go to the Lord in
prayer and humbly ask the Lord to take away his sensitiveness. He then referred to the
two sisters, A and B. They met together and agreed that they had been close friendsfor a
long time and of course could talk over things confidentially, so A said to B, -- what do
you think of sister C? Let usgive an account of ourselves and not be judging one another.

THREE THINGSWHEN WE CONSECRATE

We present things to God and he presents two things to us, but they make only three
together. What does God give to us? A new will, the gift of God. Something we giveto
himwe present all we have and he givesit back to us, but appoints us stewards of it, for
we must give an account. We give something to him, which he does not give back to us;
namely-our justified life and privileges. We sacrifice those altogether. We are told to
"forget thine own self and people’-Adam’s house. Also our relatives. Our justified
relatives say: You can be a Christian, you should be, but oh dear! there is no need of
living such anarrow life. Forget all such things, and so shall the King greatly desire thy
beauty.

Four steps in the consecrated experience: Learn the Master’s will; study the Master’s
example; seek the Master’ s help; do the Master’ swill.

He spoke of the robe of righteousness, which reaches fromthe neck down to the ground,
it being that way so that we might have our heads cut off.

The evening session opened at 7:30, with a Praise Service, using the songs from "Zion’s
Glad Songs," Bro. S. Kuesthardt, of Port Clinton, Ohio, isin charge.



Accordingto aPlan of the Ages

At 8 o’ clock, Pilgrim Brother Hayden Samson was introduced to give a discourse from
the "Chart of the Ages." He spoke principally about the worlds and ages, as represented
by the upper part of the Chart. His remarksin part were asfollows:

His text was Ephesians 311 - "According to the external

purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord." He also
read the text from the Diaglott - "According to a plan of the
Ages, which he formed for the Anointed Jesus, our Lord."

He said that as ayoung man he had heard of a plan of salvation,
but never knew what it was, but often wondered about it, and

had made use of a great many hindrances in trying to find out
what the truth was.

He said the Lord created man in perfection, placed him in Eden

Beother Hayden Sumson. on trial, that man sinned, and the penalty was death, but

somehow there was a change in his plan, sending a few to

heaven, and the rest to eternal torment. He said it seemed to him more like a plan of
damnation.

We find, however, that God has a beautiful, systematic plan of salvation, and we find it
reaches across three great worlds or ages. The earth, represented by the top horizontal
line of the Chart, is the base of them all, and so the earth is the same earth in all three
ages. In Ecclesiastes 1:4, we read, "the earth abideth forever." The original word from
which thisword "forever" istrandated had fifteen meanings, and two of the meanings are
"perpetual” and "eternal.” Thefirethat Peter spoke about will no more burn up the literal
earth than did the flood destroy the literal earth. He said that when the time came that
Peter spoke about, there would be agreat coal strike.

He spoke of the first world being under the control of the angels, and that they made poor
success of the work, but when the angel flies through the heaven with the "everlasting
gospel,” the people will believe it, because it will be the one true version, and not a
thousand and one different versions that we have to contend with.

Referring to Genesis, to the call of Abraham, then I saac, then Jacob, he showed how God
used only one man at atimethen for his purpose, because onewas all he wanted. It wasa
matter of election then, as it has been all through the Gospel Age. If God had wanted
more than one man during the Patriarchal Age, he would have had them. He asked the
guestion asto why we do not have more than one President of the United States, why do
we not have 167 He replied that one was enough. He said that as a result it cost the
country thousands of lives and millions of dollars, and if we were to have sixteen
Presidents, he did not know what would happen, or what they would do with the other
fifteen. According to the theological standpoint of the various creeds, the other fifteen
would have to be eternally tormented.



He said that the common idea regarding those not elected was that God would collect
together all the coal, charcoal and wood and eternally torment them. He then gave an
illustration showing that the selection, or election, now going on, is for the purpose of
blessing those not elected, the same as the President of the United States is for the
blessing of those not elected as President. The illustration was that of a wealthy
gentleman meeting a number of poor boys who had never had any education, so he
picked out two of them and asked them if they would like to have agood education and if
they would study hard and try to learn, if he would send them to a good school, pay all
the expenses, etc.? They replied that they would, so he sent away to school and kept track
of their progress, and when they graduated with honors, he told them that he was very
well pleased and said he had been watching them and that he had still further plans, that
he had alarge building all fitted up for school purposesand now hewished to educatethe
rest of their companions, and that he proposed to use these two to teach and give out the
blessing to others. He was under no obligations to select these two and send them to
school, neither was it any injustice to the othersto select two and give them ablessing, so
alsoit wasall of hisown free will to bless the others after the two were educated.

He also referred to the parable of the "Rich Man and Lazarus,” showing that it was
applicable to the Jews only, for it reads-"And if they will not hear Moses and the
Prophets, etc." He said that the word "they" meant the Jews only, for none else had
Moses and the Prophets but the Jews. He also said that L azarus represented the world,
and referred to Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, atype of what the Christ, Head and
Body will do for the world during the Millennial Age.



SUNDAY, JULY 9
The New Creation

At 9 o’clock in the morning, the session opened with a Praise, Prayer and Testimony
Service, led by Bro. M. L. Herr, during which Bro. Read favored us with another song.
There were many splendid testimonies given and many others desired to testify, but the
timewould not permit.

THE NEW CREATION

Promptly at 10 o’'clock Pilgrim Bro. Frank Draper was introduced and spoke on the
subject of "The New Creation." The following isa partial report of hisremarks:

Text 2 Corinthians 5:17 - "1f anyone be in Christ, heis aNew Creation."

The New Creation is brought to our attention in contradistinction to a former or older
creation, when Jehovah created Adam a perfect man and
made it possible for him to keep Jehovah's perfect law. This
Adam did not do, Genesis 2:17. For afull description of the
New Creation, he advised us all to read a volume of 740
pages, published by the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society.

Y ou remember that before transgressing Jehovah’s law God
said to him: "Have dominion over the earth, etc." Not in
heaven, but have dominion on earth. Not multiply and fill

heaven. One of Jehovah'’s purposes is to fill the earth with
perfect beings. This will be accomplished at the end of the
Times of Restitution, at the end of the Millennial Age. This
will be accomplished by a certain number of persons, known
asthe New Creation, with the Lord Jesus as the Head and the
Church as His Body -- the Christ, Head and Body. As many as have been baptized into
Jesus Christ have put on Christ.

At his resurrection, he came into possession of all power in heaven and earth. Has he
since been undoing all the work of Satan? No. First Jehovah authorized the Gentiles to
have power; this began 25 centuries ago, and we have good Bible authority that it will
end soon. Second, it was Jehovah’ s plan to prepare a Bride for the heavenly Bridegroom.

If you are of the class whose hames are cast out as evil, rejoice. Do not go around with a
long face. No, we are to count it all joy when we fall into diversetrials, etc. All who are
joint-heirs must take the steps he took, but we must take one step which he never took.
Bro. Draper then showed from the Chart Adam’ s perfection and fall, how the world fell
with him, and how it required the perfect Man Christ Jesusto take Adam’ s placein death,



in order to thuslift mankind from the plane of condemnation and death, up to the plane of

justification and life. Thislast step from condemnation our Lord did not haveto take. All

the other steps that the Lord did take, consecration, sacrifice, baptism into death, etc., we
also take with him.

When our Lord Jesus was baptized in the river Jordan by John, he became the Head of
the New Creation, and for us to become members of the Body, we must believe with head
and heart. If oneisjustified, is he not amember of the New Creation? No. He must offer
himself aliving sacrifice.

He gave considerabl e attention to the word "repent.” Theworld is not called to repent, but
to reform. Sodomites and those of Gomorrah would not have been Christiansif they had
reformed. In Titus 3:5, we read that we are saved by the "washing of regeneration.” Asa
New Creature, your human nature has gone out of existence. It isthis New Creature that
isnow running the race and which God isjudging. The old man Draper could sin, and get
much out of harmony with God. It isthe New Creature that cannot sin. We have the mind
of Christ. He did not say that we had the body of Christ. The natural man is not subject to
the law of God. A wrong disposition of the flesh is not the new will, but we should get
control. Browbeat the old man. Not someone else, but | am to browbeat the old man
Draper, and you are to browbeat your old nature. Don’t listen to him at all. Tell him you
have no timeto give to him. He will want to explain this and that and to compromise with
the new mind, if possible, but it is for you to browbeat him. Keep him down. The old
nature dies hard. Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies. Do not say thereis no sin
there, for thereis, but do not let it reign there.

Sometimes our best friends on earth are adversaries to usin wishing us not to be so strict
in our walk in the narrow way. He gave the illustration of our Lord and Peter, showing
how Peter was both favored and rebuked by the Lord. First, when our Lord asked whom
the world said he was; some replied that he was one thing and another something el se.
Then Peter was asked and he replied: "Thou are the Son of the Living God." The Lord
replied that flesh and blood had not revealed it to him, but God had. This might have
made Peter alittle puffed up to think the Lord would reveal something to him, etc. Later
when the Lord spoke about his intention to go to Jerusalem, and that he would be
persecuted and crucified, Peter spoke up and said, "Not so, Lord! Be it far from thee."
Herethe Lord rebuked him and said, " Get thee behind me, adversary.” Here, Peter, one of
the Lord’ s best friends, was an adversary, trying, though unintentionally, to get the Lord
to do contrary to what he knew was the Father’ swill concerning him. The waysinwhich
our Lord was tempted were the same as his brethren must be. Y ou remember how he
created bread and fed many, and then they said, "We will make him our King." The
Master saw that it was not the Father’s time for him to be made King, thus they were
adversaries to him, so he went into amountain to pray. He was tempted to do something
not in keeping with his consecration vows.

Second, we are tempted to get discouraged. God permits Satan to thus tempt us, so that
by resisting we may become strong, but He will not permit usto be tempted above that
we are able, but will, if we make use of the means he give us, make away of escape for



us. Sometimes we are tempted to get discouraged when planning a meeting and expect
about a hundred to come and find only five or six present, or we may have thought we
could sell agood many Dawns, but can put out only afew. Resist the Devil and he will
flee from you, and after awhile, we will hear the "Well don, good and faithful servant,
enter thou into the joy of the Lord."

The Good Fight

After singing one song, Bro. Bob Draper was immediately followed by Bro. J. D. Wright
of the Bible House staff, who spoke in part as follows:

SUBJECT-"THE GOOD FIGHT."

My subject being so much like that of Brother Draper, | can only follow in histrack, and
asit is getting late and you have been sitting quite awhile now, | will be as easy with you
aspossible.

Our subject is found in 1 Timothy 6:12 - "The Good Fight." Thisworld has had to do a
great deal of fighting and those who have fought faithfully
have been crowned with the greatest laurels the world could
give, and those were none too good for the fighters of this
present world. But, the good soldiers of Jesus Christ areina
better fight. Paul said: "l have fought the good fight, | have
kept the faith, | have finished my course.”

| want to call your attention to several thingsin thistext: First,
Thou art called unto eternal life. Second, Lay hold on eternal
life. Third, Witness the good confession. Fourth, Fight the
good fight.

Brn, J. 0. Wright First- We see clearly that the call of this present dispensation
is to Glory, Honor and Immortality, joint-heirship. Nevertheless there is another call:
"Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, where unto thou art called.” Death
isin the world and we all know how it came to be here, as recorded in Romans 5:12.
Death isupon all, and for any to have life, they must be called out of this death condition.
Darkness coversthe earth, and gross darkness the people, and we are witnesses to this
fact. Death and darkness are here, and even those who are said to be alivein theworld are
yet under the sentence of death, even these are in darkness. The Apostle Peter mentions
this when he sayswe are called out of darknessinto this marvelouslight. In other words,
we are called out of death. Our Lord also referred to the same thing when he said: "The
hour is coming in which all in their graves will hear the voice of the Son of man and
come forth." They will hear his voice and live. It is necessary that we are called out of
darknessinto his marvelouslight if we wish to have any standing with God. Whosoever
believes on the name of the only begotten Son haslife.



Second-The Apostle saysto "lay hold on eternal life." Those who believein their hearts
have life, but they have not avery tight grasp upon it. Thelifewhich we have by faithisa
very temporary matter, if we go no farther than that. It will last a little while, but will
vanish if we do not make the best use of it. The only way we can do to get afast hold on
eternal life is to obey the Word of God, as recorded in Ro 12:1. We must present
ourselves a living sacrifice because it is in our reasonable service. If any many would
come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross and follow me, said the Lord in
another place.

Thereisaplacein the kingdom for all those whose hearts are longing for the kingdom,
and who want to see Jesus as he is, and be one of those who finally overcome, and be
with him who overcame and sat down with the Father on his throne. It is a reasonable
service for any who are justified. The majority of people do not want to go to heaven
anyway. The Lord is not going to disappoint any by taking them where they do not want
to go. They will have so much more anyway than they are entitled to that they will be
satisfied. Whatever be the reward, to be found faithful at last, it is necessary to lay hold
on eternal life. | want to suggest another thing, and it seems to me that possibly many
have overlooked this matter of laying hold on eternal life-aliving sacrifice, and proving
what isthat perfect will of God. It is not a matter merely of making a consecration. Many
do that and are nominally consecrated. It isone thing to say | count all thingsto be loss
and dross, but quite another thing to say | have suffered theloss of all things. If we do not
go farther than the name it will not amount to anything. The true consecration takesin not
only the thought of suffering the loss of all things, but of receiving the Holy Spirit to
uphold us. We should have this thought in our minds when we consider ourselves under
theLord; it isnot oursaone. We are to sanctify ourselves and the Lord is also to sanctify
us through the truth. The Lord sends the Spirit of Truth, the Comforter, to bring to our
attention that which had been spoken, that we might be guided into all truth, also in order
to strengthen.

Third-We might be justified and lay hold on eternal life, but there is something more-
witnessing a good profession or confession, which is important. One of the important
purposes is that we might be ministers or messengers of the truth-"Y e are my witnesses.”

Fourth-"Gird up the loins of your mind." Or in other words, "fight the good fight." One
way is, study the Bible and the Dawns. Put on the shield of Faith, which isableto quench
al thefiery darts of the wicked one. Brother Wright gave theillustration of how, in olden
times, they had shields made of different materials, some of skin and others of silver, etc.
The people then fought with arrows and darts, and would sometimes set the dartsonfire,
hoping to burn a hole through the skin shields, but the metal shields would not permit
this, but would quench the fiery darts and bring them to naught, and so it is with our
shield of Faith, if weuseit.

Pray with all supplication for all Saintsand for me.



"BEAUTY FOR ASHES."

|saiah 61:1-3.

At 3 0’'clock Sunday afternoon, Brother Williamson, chairman, opened the session. The
auditorium was packed to its utmost, holding about 1,200. Many of the friends gave their
seats to the strangers and citizens of Niagara that had come to hear Brother Russell,
although meetings had not been advertised for the public, on account of the limited
seating capacity of the hall, and because it was the purpose to have the convention more
for the benefit of the friends in the truth.

After paying a high tribute of praise and love to Bro. Russell, Bro. Williamson then
introduced him in his most eloquent manner.

BRO. RUSSELL then stepped forward and, in keeping with his humility and modesty,
said he was reminded of the orator, who, in hisremarks, soared way above the heads of
his audience, and that his hearers had to tell him to "come down, come down," so he said
to Bro. Williamson. He said he did not want his audience to get their expectations too
high, for they might be disappointed. He then spoke in part as follows:

We are very glad, dear friends, to whatever extent the Lord
has been pleased to use us; it is a great pleasure to be a
servant of the Lord in any capacity. We want all to have
clearly in mind one thought -- that the Lord's "due time" has
comefor the Present Truth; therefore, if He had not sent the
message in one channel He would have sent it in another
channel. The Lord attends to his own work. If the Tower
had not been published by Brother Russell the message
would have been sent through some other avenue. When the
Lord's time comes the blessing comes -- that is His secret.
"Times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the
Lord." That iswhy we have arefreshing, and why it isthe
timefor the blessing.

"BEAUTY FOR ASHES." PSALM 61:1-3.

OUR text this afternoon will be found in Isaiah 61:1-3, and especially the latter clause of
the third verse. "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; the Lord has anointed me to preach
the good tidings, to comfort all that mourn, to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to
give them beauty for ashes."

Our remarks today are a continuation of the last few Sunday sermons, accounts of which
have been published in the Pittsburgh Dispatch and the Ft. Wayne News of Ft. Wayne,
Ind.

In aprevious consideration of thisfirst verse, "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon meto
preach the good tidings," we called attention to the fact that thisprimarily appliedto our



Lord Jesus, and when the Father would have Him proclaim the great message He was
first anointed to preach. Y ou remember the record he gave to John.

While being baptized the anointing of the Holy Spirit came upon him. From God's
standpoint all the members of the body of Christ are included in this anointing, and all
His consecrated people are members of His body. As the apostle says. "Members in
particular of the body of Christ." The hand and the foot and the eye and the ear are
represented in these different members. That is God's standpoint in this general order to
the whole Church of Jesus Christ, of which Jesusis head and we are members. Now this
whole body is anointed to preach, and here we see that our view of preaching differs
widely from the ordinary view. All the members of the body of Christ are anointed to
preach; they and they alone. Just so surely as you are one that has come through
justification of faith and sanctified, the anointing is upon you, and just so surely asyou
come under the anointing it isyour commission to preach. Why? The prophet tells us.

| want in this connection to call your attention to the point that not merely those that
preach from the public platform are preachers. Every child of God must be a preacher; it
isimpossible to be a child of God without being a preacher. If heisderelict heissureto
begin to wane and lose his life. So you will find it in your experience; from the time you
came into relationship with the Lord, as a member of the body of Christ, under this
anointing, you felt that the greatest privilege was that granted of being a co-laborer with
the Lord, apreacher of the good tidings of great joy. Those that are of thisway are noted
everywhere. What are we anointed to preach? Jesus and the resurrection.

There is another way of preaching; according to the Scripturesthereis no authority for
the sisters preaching in a public manner. How shall she minister then? There are many
ways in which she can preach. He here gave an illustration, telling how at one time he
was holding a meeting in New Y ork and some lady came to him and asked him to pray
for her that she might get more light on the truth. She had been an agnostic, but her sister
had come into Present Truth, and it had worked such amarvelous change in her that she
herself now wished to get the truth. We are to preach the truth by what-ever talents we
have, public or not. We are to be living epistles, and no way will send it to the heart
quicker than living the truth, as did the sister in the above illustration.

Now we come down to the particular words of our text for this afternoon, "Beauty for
Ashes."

Part of the preaching is to comfort all that mourn. A great many people seem to think
they are to shake people over torment and comfort them with that. We find that our
commission is that we are anointed to preach the good tidings, to bind up the
brokenhearted -- not to break them. All that ever came into the truth had their hearts
broken. It was not the Lord's saints that did it. | am sorry if they did. There are plenty of
circumstances all around us that are breaking men's hearts, and our part isto "bind up the
broken hearts;" the part of the "Good Samaritan;" to tell them of the good tidings of great
joy, which shall be -- shall be. It has not been, but it shall he unto all people; it ishound
to comein "God's duetime.”



TO COMFORT THEM THAT MOURN.

It might seem strange, dear friends, that the Scriptures speak of the Lord's people having
considerable to mourn for. "Blessed are they that mourn, etc." We are not to comfort
those that do not mourn. They do not need our comfort. Let those go who are rejoicing,
who have all the hilarity. You are neither to break their hearts, nor are you to comfort
them. They do not need the comfort, neither have we the commission to break their
hearts, but "'bind up the broken hearts."

In Jesus' special message He called upon the "weary and heavy laden to give them rest,"
not to dangle them over hell. He said, "Conte unto Me, all yethat are weary and heavy
laden and | will give you rest." Those that are not weary and heavy laden are neither in
danger of torment.

Our friends say that they have no time to talk to Christians, but that we must go to the
profane and wicked, but the Lord addressed Hs message and all the epistles are
addressed to those that believed -- Hisdisciples. Hetold hisdisciplesthat He sent them to
the lost sheep of the house of Israel -- those to whom God had committed Iris oracles,
those who had had M oses and the prophetsfor their teachers. Our Lord Himself preached
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel and not to the heathen; there were plenty of
believers to preach to -- all the household of faith. Our message is the same and to the
same class of people, the household of faith. Our Lord's planisto "Gather My saintsunto
Me saith the Lord, those that have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice." Others feel
that they are justified by their own self-righteousness. The saint class, those whose hearts
are broken, are the ones that need binding tip.

The Gospel of Christ addresses itself especially to those who labor and are heavy laden
and are seeking rest; it passes by those who are full and satisfied and merry. It appealsto
those who mourn. They can appreciate God's message as others cannot. But why should
this be so? Why should we not expect rather the reverse of this? Surely we cannot believe
that heaven is aplace of mourning, that the Heavenly Father is sad, that the holy angels
are weary and heavy laden and seeking rest. Why, then, isit that the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus appeal s to the mourners? If in the heavenly courtsall arerich in health and joy and
prosperity, and if they all are rejoicing in the divine diameter and divine plan, why isit
that the earthly class, rich and favored and rejoicing, should not be attracted by the
Gospel of Christ.

NO SORROW IN HEAVEN, NO SIN.

We answer that the conditions aretotally different.. In heaven thereisno sin, no sickness,
no pain, no sorrow, no death, no weeping -- nothing to cause mourning. ()n earth al these
conditions prevail; it' not in each individual, certainly in each family. While, therefore, it
is proper that those who are sinless and free from the penalties of sin shouldrgoiceinthe
Lord and bejoyful, it isequally proper that those who are under sin and its penalty should
mourn, should realize their true condition, should feel weary with sin and the burdens



mental, moral and physical which it has brought upon us as a race, should feel heavy
laden with life's trials and difficulties and should mourn and long for deliverance from
these unfavorable conditions. And it is so with all who arein the right attitude of mind.
Only where selfishness has crowded it out is there no feeling of sympathy, sorrow or
mourning amongst the favored few in the world on behalf of the less favored multitude.

But it would not be fair to suppose that all the rich and well-to-do who seem to he filled
with by and pleasure are really so. Truth to tell, nearly every human being has his
heartaches, and not afew -- while enjoying the fat, of the land and much advantage over
the majority every way -- have alonging desire to help their fellows; but feeling the
impossibility of accomplishing anything in the uplift of all, realizing that they must draw
the line somewhere, they have their special objects of sympathy and assistance. Much
surely is done for the benefit of the less favored of the human family in the pro-visonof
public instruction, public libraries, public hospitals, etc., not to mention the many private
benevolences. In any event, it is not for asto attempt to judge the hearts of one another,
to determine which are they that mourn. We are safe to assume that. many mourn -- the
maority. Our text assures us that all the anointed body of the Christ are ordained to
proclaim the Lord's message of comfort to all that mourn, to al who realize that the
present condition of things is an unsatisfactory one, quite beyond the power of any
human being to fully rectify--a condition which God's Kingdom alone can correct.

WIPING AWAY ALL TEARS.

"There is a wideness in God's mercy like the wideness of the sea," as the poet has
expressed it, and this is in marked contrast with the narrowness of human creeds and
theories. According to the latter God's provision for the majority of the human family is
that they shall mourn and be weary and heavy laden, he a groaning creation throughout
this present life, and at its close he ushered into conditions awful to contemplate -- an
eternity of woe; mourning and sorrow, pain and anguish will be their lot to all eternity.

This was the false Gospel which was concocted during the "dark ages" by those who
verily thought they did God service in burning one another at the stake. How different is
the true message of God, referred to in our text, the message which he anointed the
Christ, head and body to proclaim, the message of "Good tidings of great joy which shall

be unto all people” (Luke 2:10), a message of comfort to all who mourn.

True, many of those who now mourn are unable to appreciate God's message; blinded
and deafened by the adversary they- know not neither do they understand the mercy and
gracious provision of the divine plan of salvation which centersin the cross of Christ.
Confused by the variousreligious creeds of the world, they cannot discern the voice of
the true Shepherd, and hence the vast majority are without the comfort, are hopeless, in
despair. While, therefore, it isthe privilege of the spirit anointed members of Christ totell
the good tidings which shall ultimately be unto all people, they are to understand that
only such as have the ear to hear will be able to comprehend and appreciate their message
until the new dispensation shall have been ushered in, when the clouds of error and
darkness, confusion and falsehood shall melt away before the glorious rising sun of
righteousness, whose healing beams are to bless the world during the Millennium.



The comfort of the Scriptures respecting the blessings which are coming upon the world,
must, therefore, be understood for the household of faith only in this Gospel age, asthe
Master said: "Blessed are your eyes and your earsfor they see and hear." Matthew 13:16.
Those of sympathetic nature, in proportion as they receive the Spirit of the Lord, the
Spirit of the anointing, and grow in likeness to the Lord, would mourn more than ever for
their dear onesin sin, still in darkness, wereit not for this comfort of the Scriptures which
the Lord provided for their sakes. As they come to understand the divine message it
means an ultimate blessing to each member of the human family; it means that as all of
Adam'srace were involved in his penalty without their consent, likewise al of them are
provided for in the great redemption accomplished by the second Adam, likewise without
their knowledge before the majority of them were born. Thus the Lord prophetically
declares that weeping endures for the night, but joy cometh in the morning. Psalm 30:5.

THISISNOT UNIVERSALISM.

The whole creation isinvolved in the weeping and mourning and suffering and sorrowing
incidental to the curse, the penalty of death; and the whole creation, redeemed by the
precious blood, shall in the morning come forth to joyful opportunities for attaining
everlasting life through obedience to the glorious kingdom of God's dear Son, who
bought them with his precious blood. To this the Scriptures agree. Pointing down to the
Millennial Age they declare that God shall wipe away all tears fromtheir eyes -- not
merely from the faces of the saints of this Gospel Age. Revelation 7:17. Almost the same
message was given thousands of years ago through the Prophet Isaiah 25:8, saying: "The
Lord God shall wipe away all tears front off all faces." These divine testimoniesare in
full accord with the others which declare that ultimately every knee shall bow and every
tongue shall confess to the glory of God. Philippians 2:10, 11. These are all testimonies
of general application to the whole world of mankind, all based upon the fact that God
has undertaken to provide a full atonement for sins of the whole world, which means
restoration to every member of the race.

This, however, is not universalism. There is awide difference between wiping away the
curse, the penalty of Adam's fall, and the giving of every human being during the
Millennium an opportunity of rejoicing in the Lord's favor in the knowledge of the
forgiveness of sins that were past, and opportunity for demonstrating their love for
righteousness and their opposition to iniquity, and thereby proving their fitness under the
divine termsfor the possession of life everlasting, which God has provided for all such
and for such alone. All who, after having been brought to afull knowledge and complete
opportunity, with a clear knowledge of what they are doing, shall willfully reject or
oppose or neglect the opportunities then afforded them will be properly deemed
opponents of God and righteousness and fit subjectsfor the second death, asit iswritten,
"It shall cometo passthat the soul that will not obey that prophet shall be destroyed from
amongst the people." Acts 3:23.



MOURNERSIN ZION.

It should he carefully noticed that the Lord distinguishes between the mourners in
general, the "groaning creation" and "mournersin Zion," the mourners amongst those
who are truly His through faith and consecration. This distinction is everywhere made
throughout the Scriptures. Take for instance Romans 8:19-23, already referred to, "The
whole creation groaneth and travaileth,” saysthe apostle, "waiting for the revealing of the
sons of God -- waiting for the kingdom to be established.” Then he tells us that we
ourselves groan within ourselves, "mourn,” but are waiting for adifferent thing. We, the
church, while groaning within ourselves more privately, less perceptible in an outward
manner, are waiting for our adoption, our deliverance as the anointed one, our sharein
the first resurrection. We constitute the sons of God whose manifestations the groaning
creation awaits, although they know not of the fact.

Those who mourn in Zion have the hearing ears and the eyes of their understanding
opened, and hence the message of the Gospel means to them what it cannot mean to
mourners in general. The Lord, through the prophet, explains the joys and blessings
which the mournersin Zion should have for their comfort, for their consolation, that they
might not sorrow as others who have no hope, because believing that Jesus died and rose
again they believe that all the human family, whose death sentence has been turned into a
sleep through the redemptive work of Jesus, will God bring from the dead by him in due
time. 1 Thessalonians 4:14. Seeing the coming blessings to be brought to the world, in
which all their dear ones shall participate, they need not sorrow as others who have no
hope. Nevertheless, as the apostle says, these groan within themselves because the
blessings are still future, and the trials and difficulties, weaknesses and frailties and pains
are still present.

Although the hope which they enjoy maketh not ashamed. but cheers and comfortstheir
hearts and lightens their hunter's, neverthel ess they have burdens and sorrows. Our Lord
speaks from the same standpoint, saying, “Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and | will give you rest.." "My yoke is easy and my burden is light,” Matthew
11:28. The Lord's yoke is easy and his burden light in comparison with the yoke of sin
and the burden of death. But whileit is the teaching of the Scripture that the burdens of
God's people are thus lightened as their hearts are cheered through faith in the divine
character and promises. They, nevertheless, are permitted to have some burdens, though
lighter ones, as the apostle again declares: "We who are in this tabernacledo groan, being
burdened.” 2 Corinthians 5:2. Rut oh how different isthe burden that is upon the world,
and how this burden decreases as we become acquainted with our heavenly Father and
with our Lord the Redeemer, and with the gracious plan of which heisthe center.

"A GARLAND FOR ASHES."

A garland, awreath, symbolically pictures hope and joy, as ashes symbolically picture
thereverse. Aschildren of wrath, even as others, as sharersin the penalty of sin and death
with its concomitants of trouble and pain and sorrow, we once, as the apostle declares,



were "without God and having no hope in the world." We knew not of the gracious
redemption, knew not its lengths and breadths and how surely it covered usand all the
race of Adam -- knew not in any clear, definite manner at least, of the great divine plan
for the resurrection of the dead, both the justified and the unjustified.

Earthly hopesindeed we had, earthly ambitions, earthly desires, earthly prospects, but as
time passed on we found that these withered, failed, turned to ashes. We said to our souls,
"Hereis no rest, no rest." Every fresh earthly hope seemed to last but a time and was
gone, leaving in our hearts an aching void; hut now, asthe poet has expressed it, those
who find the Lord find rest and peace and a hope that maketh not ashamed, so that they
can sing, "Jesus has satisfied, Jesusis mine." In their acceptance of Jesuswith their whole
hearts they obtain a satisfying portion, they lose all fears aswell as old ambitions; they
find new joys, new hopes, represented symbolically asa"gar-land" (R. V.). Not onejoy,
but many joys; not one blessing, but many blessings, come to those who arethe Lord's-
to them old things have passed away and all things become new. Even death itsdf loses
its sting when they realize to a certainly that Christ has bought every prisoner in the
twill), and that ultimately death is swallowed up in victory and there shall he no more
death, no more crying, no more sighing, no more dying, because the former things will
have passed away.

THE OIL OF JOY FOR MOURNING.

How poetic the promise of the oil of joy instead of mourning. In ancient time the
mourning and rejoicing were expressed more in an outward form than is customary
today. The mourning and sorrowful would frequently- go about clothed in sackcloth and
with ashes upon the head, as indicative of their woe; and on the contrary, when the
occasion of their mourning had passed, it was the custom to display the spirit of rejoicing
by washing and then specifically anointing with a perfume. Such a perfume oil was used
in the anointing of kings of Israel and of their priests by the Lord's direction, and isvery
properly understood to signify the anointing of the Holy Spirit. So in this symbolical
statement of our text, the oil of joy, the oil of gladness, represents the anointing of the
Lord's members with the Holy Spirit, the spirit of joy and gladness and refreshment and
comfort, asinstead of the spirit of sadness.

The poet has well expressed this matter, saying: "Why should the children of the king go
mourning al their days?* Throughout this Gospel age those who accept Jesus as their
Redeemer and who seek to walk in his steps and who make full consecration to him and
to his service are accepted of the heavenly Father as his children and anointed with his
Holy Spirit, the spirit. of gladness, the spirit of joy to all who receiveit, and in proportion
asthey receiveit, it drives away much of the spirit of mourning and bringsinstead much
of the spirit of joy. Asthe apostle declares, speaking of this class:

Rejoice, and again | say rejoice.” Philippians 4:4. Hetells us, too, that we are not only to
rejoice in the comforts, privileges and blessings that are ours, but we are to rejoice in
tribulations also, knowing that all the experiences of the present life are working together



for the development, the preparation of this class to be the kings and priests of the Lord,
his associates and joint-heirsin his kingdom that is soon to be established.

THE GARMENT OF PRAISE.

Continuing to speak to us poetically, the Lord declares of this same class that his
appointment for them is the garment of praise, instead of the spirit of heaviness. If any of
the Lord's people, after becoming participants of the Holy Spirit., are dejected, morose,
unhappy, let them know assuredly from thistext that they are not enjoying that which the
Lord appointed for them. His own declaration is that he has appointed the garment of
praise to supplant the spirit of heaviness. Truein our present imperfect condition many
things occur to make us heavy-hearted from time to time, and some temperaments are
more subject to this ailment than others; but each should seek to cast off the care, each
should seek to take his burdens to the foot of the crossand leave them there, each should
remember that the Lord careth for him, and has promised that al things shall work
together for good to the called ones, according to his purpose. Many never get rid of the
spirit of heaviness, because they fail to put on the garment of praise -- they fail to be
sufficiently thankful, sufficiently appreciative of the good things received of the Lord.
Thisisnot only true of Christian peoplein general, but it is sometimes true of those who
have been specially favored of the Lord in the knowledge of present truth and the
refreshment which it brings.

A brother who, rather degjectedly, said to us one day, "There are some pointsthat 1 still do
root see clearly." We asked, "Are they many?' Hereplied, "Oh, yes; eight or ten." We
replied, "Dear brother, give thanks; remember that your points of difficulty and doubt and
fear and misunderstanding used to he eight or ten hundred. We fear that thisisthe case
with others. We want to remind all that it isimportant that we should not only confessour
sins, to have them forgiven, but that we should notice and acknowledge and give thanks
for the blessingsif we would have them continued and multiplied to us. He who re-counts
over and over the mercies and blessings of the Lord will find their numbersto in-crease
and their value to enhance day by day until beforelong, if he continue histearswill give
place to praise and thanksgiving, and so far from asking the Lord continually for fresh
blessings, his petitions will be in the nature of thank offerings, and he will be saying to
theLord, " | ask no more, give what istest.



PRAISE SERVICE.

AT 7:30 in the evening, the Praise Service was opened by Bro. A. H. MacMillan, at the
conclusion of which Sisters Minnie and Lizzie Nation sang "Saved by Grace," and then
Bro. A. E. Williamson was introduced and spoke on "God Is Love," thefollowing being a
partial report:

Dear Friends, the verse we havejust sung, "1 loveto tell the story," isthe sentiment of my
heart tonight. | love to tell the story, and we al love to tell the
one grand story of God'slove. We thank God that it is nhot a story
of damnation or of trouble or of anything that conveys the
thought of harm. The whole human race under present conditions
will have the opportunity of coming into reconciliation with Cod
and find the great privilege of salvation. | am glad it is our
privilege of telling something of the love of God.

1 John 4:16 -- God is Love (with special emphasis on each
word). | sometimes think that even the friends in truth might
think upon the comprehensiveness of that simple statement that
God islove. Thisisthe only characteristic of which God is said
to be the embodiment. From the crown of his head to the sole of
his feet, if we may use such an expression in connection with God, He islove. Some of
the old ideas that were and are still prevalent in the hearts of many are these. Some say on
the one hand -- yes, God isloving, to those whom he el ects to salvation, those whom he
predetermined beforehand should he saved. Again -- yes, God isloving, he provides a
way by which every individual should hear the Gospel, so far as he was able, and to
accept of Jesus Christ, if he heard of him.

Bro. A. E. Willamson

In the first chapter of Genesis God promised hislove by his great favor to Adam. Notice
five points:

First -- God made Adam in his own image.

Second -- Perfection in all his organism, so that in everything there would be cooperation
and harmony.

Third -- God gave him dominion; this constituted him aking.

Fourth -- Perfection of mankind and the love which God manifested toward him. He was
placed in the garden of Eden, arepresentation of the earth later.

Fifth A perfect companion, capable of appreciating him, and who in his arrangement
constituted his other half. Further, that it should 1w an everlasting condition, with the
trees of life, to which man had access.



Y ou know the rest. Adam did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord and hefell. The
result: because Adam sinned, the perfect being, it required that another feature of God's
character should he brought into prominence.

While God is love we are obliged to recognize that there are other attributes of God,
which must modify conditions. God is love, hut that great being possessed of such
wonderful love must necessarily he guided by the principle of justice.

HOW DID JUSTICE OPERATE?

When man sinned God declared that that individual willfully transgressing must bear the
penalty of hisjustice. Here Bro. Williamson gave some illustrations; one of how some
one gave agift to another and then that person turning to be his enemy. The donor would
have the right to ask the return of the gift. So with. the gift of life to Adam. Again. the
illustration of the father, giving agift to achild, if the child was desirous of destroying it
the father would have the right to deprive him of it. Dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou
return was spoken of Adam. God deprived man of the evidence of hislove because he
needed an appreciation of his justice. In Romans 5:12 we see an evidence of God's
justice. God had aright to do with the race as he saw fit. Itisaprivilege for any to live at
at. In Hebrews, third chapter, we read of how the earth is full of the power of God, and
also of how every system out of harmony with hislove will be destroyed.

God is not taking for his church, to he the judges of the world, those who merely say,
"God he merciful to me, a sinner, and give me a place in the kingdom." They know
nothing about the love, justice, wisdom and power of God. He could have donethis, but
heisnot doingit.

With this address the services for Sunday closed.



PRAISE SERVICE.

Monday morning at 9 o'clock sharp the praise and testimony service was called to order
by Bro. Fred Williamson, also of the Bible house staff. During this session Bro. Read
sang the song, "Our King is Marching on." His magnificent voice rang out through the
large hall. Every word was distinctly uttered :1nd each time when he came to the chorus
the audience joined in with awill, glad indeed to sing of our King, who is marching on,
while the thrones of other kings are going to pieces.

Bro. Fred, ashewas called, to distinguish him from his brother, A. E., who was generally
spoken of as Bro. Williamson, gave usfor atext for the praise and testimony servicethe
verse found in Numbers 16:9 -- "Seemeth it but a small thing unto you that the God of
Israel hath separated you from the congregation of Israel to bring you near to himself?"

During this service 33 testimonials were given. Each was reguested to make hisor her
testimony short and to begin by giving their name and the town from which they came.
All the testimonies were good and showed the love of God in their hearts, and many more
would liked to have testified had time permitted. We remember specially afew of them.
One was that of abrother who formerly was a Roman Catholic, and he told how glad he
was to have gotten out of that darkness into God's marvelous light. We also heard from
our dear Sister Keutzer of Chicago, who has been in the truth but alittle over ayear, and
shetold how she was formerly deeply interested in spiritualism, having been a medium
for four years. She had formerly said that she was ashamed to think she had ever been
connected with such a system, hut we assured her that she was honest in her heart up to
the time she received present truth, and that as soon as she saw it she dropped
spiritualism (as did her husband and six others), and at once bent every energy to serve
the Lord; that the Lord evidently permitted her to have the experience she had in order to
the better sympathize with the poor world, when acting as their judge, when she would
come into contact with those who were under the influences she had been under before
she received present truth. Well, right at the convention, that very fact wasillustrated.
After shefinished her testimony abrother, we believe from Toronto, arose, and said that
he had only the day before talked with Sister Keutzer, and that she had greatly helped
him, as he was considerably mixed up in spiritualism and he told how much good her
testimony did him.

Then there was another testimony we remembered especially, that of Brother Abraham
Obry, a young man from Syria. After he came to this country, while delivering some
bakery goods at a house about a year ago, as he was coming out, he noticed a pile of
rubbish, papers, etc., lying on the floor ready to he thrown out and burned, and on top he
saw a cloth hound book, and picking it up he read the title, Vol. I, "Plan or the Ages."
Noticing that it said Vol. |, he concluded there must be more in the set, so on
investigation he found Vols. Il and 111 in the pile also. Six months passed without his
doing any-thing with them, and one day as he was passing the meeting place of the
friends in New York, at Eighth avenue and Twenty-third street, he saw their sign
announcing that Gospel services were held there. Hetold his friend he was going up to
see what the meeting was like and would be right down. When he got up there he found



that it was a meeting of the friendsin the truth, and he forgot all about hisfriend and did
not go down for about three hours. Since then he has become thoroughly interested in the
truth. He said he had come 5,000 miles to get the truth out of arubbish heap. Bro. Fred
said, " Praise the Lord, he can even turn the rubbish pilesto hisglory, if necessary." Bro.
Obrey's testimony at the meeting was short, but we obtained the rest later, so include it
here.

Another interesting testimony was that of a Baptist minister, who came to take in the
whole convention. His wife has been in the truth and a Tower reader for along time, and
now heis beginning to he quite interested and said he enjoyed being with us, and that if
we could not call him brother he would at |east like to be called brother-in-law. Bro. Fred
quickly assured him that we would gladly call him brother. He said he was waiting to get
into Bro. Russell'strouble corner, as he wanted to tender him the use of his church, about
a hundred miles from Niagara, for a convention, and he would invite all the other
ministers of the town to join in aunion meeting, without giving them many details asto
what it was, but let them find out when they got there. | heard later that some sort of a
one-day convention will doubtless be arranged for his place in the near future.

Bro. Messner of Wilkinshurg also gave histestimony, and he said he loved us all and if
his house was large enough he would like to take us all home with him. His heart islarge
enough for us all at any rate.



QUESTION MEETING.

At 10 a. m. the question meeting was conducted by Bro. Russell, the questions and
answers beings as follows:

Question -- What isit to hold the truth in unrighteousness?

Answer -- | would take that expression to he avery broad one, and that it would meanto
have a knowledge of the truth that we did not live up to. Every one is responsible for

whatever degree he possesses. There is a degree of knowledge which is merely a

justifying knowledge, such as we had in the nominal church, to the extent that Christ died
for our sins, even though we did not understand the philosophy of it. Now, not to live
according to that truth would be to hold it in unrighteousness. Then we see the sacrifice
and the increase of responsibility, and so with every additional feature of life the truth
brings will increase our responsibilities. So, from my standpoint of view, all of us here
who have keen favored with the light of present truth have the greatest responsibility of

any peoplein the world and therefore our lives should be according to the best standard
of righteousness. That does not mean that we, by reason of the truth, have abody made
perfect, so that it would be possible for usto live more nearly perfect than the people of

theworld. There are some very fine people naturally that do not have the same degree of

light, and thy might be naturally more nearly righteous than those who have been blessed
by the light. Often men like Robert Ingersoll are naturally very fine men. | did not know
him personally, but have heard that he was well born and naturally had the advantage
over others. Sometimes among the Lord's people there are those who are naturally very
mean. Some time ago, 1898, page 179 of the Tower, we published an article in the Tower

on the subject of "Mean Christians and Noble Unbelievers." How doesthe Lord view it?
According to the thoughts and intents of the heart. Men are prone to judge by the out-
ward appearance, hut God by the heart. God's scale is 100 points of character -- a perfect
man. None have 100 points. See Romans 3:10, 23. Some may have as high as 50 points,
others 40, 38, 35, 30, 25, 20, or even only 50 points of character. To judge them
according to the flesh they would all fall short. How does God judge them? He does not
judge them as coming under hisnotice at all until they come under Christ. The world has
no standing at the present time. God has provided aredemption price and is going to let
the world know about it and accept it in "duetime." Until then they have neither part nor

lot in the matter and are not counted at all. If Ingersoll was the finest man on earth God is
having nothing to do with him at all. Reason would say that all the fine people would
become the Lord's people, but the Scriptures say, "not many wise, not many noble,
chiefly the mean things of the world," mainly the mean things. God has made a plan and
arrangements, and he isjudging those who come into harmony with those arrangements,

and it is chiefly the mean ones that come into harmony with him. Why is it? Because
those naturally well horn and having high ideals, etc., see others mean and contemptible,

they say they are on alower plane. They begin to say, he is a mean fellow and needs a
Savior, but God needs me, he needs afew such persons as| am to grace his place Hutthe
Father will not let any come except by Jesus, which means coming by the cross, realizing



that heisasinner and needs the crossto pay the price of the sin. Stuck up people do not
like to take something for nothing. The best man in the world is not worthy of everlasting
life: there is only one way, and the hest man in the world needs to come by that, way as
well as does the worst man. Referring to the 100-point scale. What is our hope if 100
points are needed? The 10-point brother might think that the 50-point brother had abetter
chance than he had, hut the 50-point man, if he looked at the matter right, would realize
that he cannot of himself reach the 100-point mark, and that he will need to apply the
merit of Christ. God's plan is elastic enough to suit each one of these. Well, the 50-point
man might say, Is God going to give the 10-point man more than he does me! Yes, the
meaner the man the wore the Lord will make up to him. He has arranged for the meanest
one aswell asfor the others. "Where sin abounds there grace abounds the more." How
doesthe L ord accomplish this! Does he just turn the matter over to us! Not exactly. One
hundred points -- the righteousness of the law isfulfilled in uswho are walking not after
the flesh, but after the spirit. They cannot walk up to the mark, hut they can walk after it,
walk in the direction of it, to the best of their ability. That does not take in the world,
because they are walking after the flesh. God counts us according to the intention of our
minds on the 100 points, and Christ's death makes good to us the difference.

Question -- if the called ones were all selected prior to 1900 are we not coveting the
crown of another? | mean those that have started in the race since then?

Answer -- | think the brother does not mean just as the question reads, for if the required
number has been selected that would end the matter. | think what he meansisthat if a
sufficient number had peen called to complete the election, prior to 1900, would we not
he coveting some one else's crown! We answer, no. not at all. It is according to God's
grace, and not aswe will. It is not because you or | do thisor that, but because God has
something to give away. God has done his own work in scattering the truth, etc., and God
has favored those that comeinto the call. If they count themselves unworthy of the crown
or do despite to God's favor they are not of the kind God intends should get the crown.
He intends to give them the opportunity just as though he did not know how itwasgoing
to result. Suppose a sufficient number at the present time have the grace of God and that
there is no lack of numbers, and suppose | were one that had not yet made the
consecration, and suppose | should like very much if the Lord had some blessingtogive
that | might he one of hisfavored ones, but. | do not know, and the whole number may lie
completed and it might be uselessto try, for | might he taking the crown from some one
else? | ought to say, | have learned of the riches of your grace, Lord, and | give mysdlf to
you anyway, whether the number is complete or not, and you can give me what you
please. Anything that the Lord would give would lie avery great thing. All kings give
presents in proportion to their positions as kings. It would lie al out of harmony with
God's character to give amean thing. The Lord is going to give ablessing to thousands
that are his. Y ou give him your heart and you will get exceedingly abundantly more than
you could have asked or thought of. So it would not be coveting another's crown to
consecrate yourself to the Lord. If he gives you a crown, take it, for it will not be
coveting any one else's crown.



Question -- Please inform me if women are elected as |eaders or assistant leadersin the
Allegheny Church? It not, why not? It has been said that such are el ected.

Answer -- - No, that is not the case, there are no sisters elected as leaders in the
Allegheny Church. The Lord did not elect, the sisters as apostles or as the seventy, and
Jesus loved the sisters. Heloved Marthaand Mary, aswell as Lazarus, their brother. The
Lord never appointed the sisters as speakers in the church, and we have no authority to
speak differently. | alwaysthink the Lord's plan isthe best. By the time | begin to doubt
the Lord's ability to run the church here | would doubt, his ability to run heaven. Itisfor
usto walk in His path, not to get a path of our own and ask the Lord to walk in our path.

Question -- Will the time of trouble begin or end in 1914 and why?

Answer -- We answer that there have been times of trouble this good while. Y ou know
we have atrouble corner over there, and he smiled and pointed over to hislittle office.
There have been and there will he times of trouble asfar asthe church is concerned. Look
at the persecutions, but the thought hereis, and properly enough, that we speak about, "a
great time of trouble;” that is referred to in Daniel, twelfth chapter, and our Lord said,
"No, and never shall be again." Well that isthe time of trouble that isin our minds, and it
will not begin nor end in 1914. The time of trouble may have a beginning now, but those
beginnings are only leading up to thereal trouble. It there was awhirl-wind coming you
would expect, to first see the dust and commotion before the houses would he swept
away, and so we see in Russia. The time of trouble, the awful time of anarchy, to our
understanding, comes with the close of 1914, commences really there, though like the
dust of the whirlwind there will be and is now trouble preceding the awful anarchy. Asto
how long it will last I do not know, but I cannot imagine how it could last more than a
year. Asanillustration; take Pittsburgh or Allegheny, and suppose they were cut oft from
the railroads. No peace to any man that goeth out or that cometh in. Everything would run
out in a short time. We eat a good deal in Allegheny and Pittsburgh. But, in the olden
times, they had cities that would stand long sieges for months or years, like fort Arthur.
They had great supplies. Our cities are not now in that condition with great supplieslaid
up; we live from hand to mouth. When anarchy comes it will bring terrible conditions,
and | do not see how it could possibly last long. Things, | think, will come to an abrupt
end within ayear. In those times, when people are laying their hands on everything they
can get, the farmers are not going to raise wheat for othersjust to giveit away.

Question -- Why should the trouble begin with 1914?

Answer -- | answer that the reason we expect it to begin therein thefull senseisthat the
Father laid out the plan of this whole age. Here Bro. Russell gave a long talk on the
"Times of the Gentiles," showing that their |ease of power began in 606 B. C., and will
end in thefall of 1914, which can be found indetail in Val. Il of the Dawns.



Question -- If Jesus had not presented his human life would he have gone into the second
death?

Answer -- It would depend upon what time this question would apply. If Jesus at 30
years of age had said to himself, 1 will not sacrifice my life, | will live strictly in
accordance with the divine law, | understand that he could have maintained his life.
Nothing in Cod's law would have demanded his life. But, at 30 years of age, he made a
consecration and gave up everything earthly. After he made that covenant with God for
him then to have drawn back would have been sin and would have meant second death.

Question -- What do you understand a spirit body to be?

Answer -- The kind that our Heavenly Father has and the kind that our Lord Jesus now
has, since heisalife-giving or quickening spirit. It does not yet appear what we shall be.
We have ageneral knowledgethat it isnot afleshy body, but we cannot say that it isthus
and so. There are two kinds of bodies, and if we are faithful we will get the heavenly or
spiritual one.

Question -- Why did Jesus say, "a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have?'

Answer -- When our Lord used these words he was appearing in the flesh, otherwise, asa
spirit being, it would net have served his purpose as well. Paul fell down as dead.
Suppose all the apostles had fallen down as dead? What proof would that have been that
it was Jesus? Appearing as he did proved two things; first, that he was no longer dead,
and second, that he was changed front what he was when they knew him before. They
were not yet begotten of the Holy Spirit, and he needed to bring the matter down to their
comprehension; also to show them that their ministry must be a different ministry.

Question -- Did Jehovah taste of the fruits of the garden when he beheld that they were
good?

Answer -- That istoo deep for me. | will not tell what the Lord did; the Bible does not.

Question -- How can a spiritual body dwell in us?

Answer -- It does not dwell in us. What can dwell in usis the spirit of God. Thisis
treated at length in the fifth volume of Millennial Dawn, which please read. The spirit of
God may dwell in usrichly in the sense of the mind of God dwelling in us.



Question -- How is God's Word spirit?

Answer -- God's Word is spirit in the sense of its being a power or influence. Bro.
Russell dropped the wooden gavel on the floor, and it of course made a noise, and he
said, that is not spirit, that is matter. You can have the power of the spirit. Spirit and
influences are powers that are not visible, like wind. The thoughtsin the Bible are God's
Word, not simply theink marks. What goes into aman from God's Word is nothing that
can be seen. God's Word isthe spirit of truth-- apower.

Question -- Do you advisethat the sisters take part in prayer in our meetings?

Answer -- What do the Scriptures say? The apostle says that the sisters took part in
prayer. "If the sisters pray with uncovered heads they dishonor the head." Y ou will not
find me taking away any power from the sisters that the Scriptures recogni ze.

Question -- Will Satan's binding be gradual and extend the full thousand years after
1914?

Answer -- That is more than | know. | take it for granted, dear friends, that the word
Satan here, in Revelation 20, isthe one referred to and that the chainisasymbolic one, a
power, arestraining power. "And he laid hold upon that serpent and bound him with a
chain for athousand years." We might conjecture what influences are represented by the
chain, etc. To my understanding these terms -- devil, serpent, satan, etc. -- not only
include Satan himself, but all the evil institutions aswell. It means restraining the evil in
general, probably by the institution of laws of righteousness. | would think it would be
after 1914.

When the judgments of the Lord are abroad in the earth the inhabitants thereof will learn
righteousness.” He then gave an illustration of how it may be, that if aman tried to pick
somebody's pocket his hand might become paralyzed. After awhile he might recover the
use of hishand and then try it again, but with the same result. He would soon realize that
he had better get into adifferent business. Also if aman wereto try to burglarize a store
and just as he was about to use the key he would go blind. He would soon find that the
business did not pay aswell asit used to before 1914. In that time they shall not judge by
the hearing of the ear, or seeing of the eye; it will be known by the mind.



Question -- Isnot our "common salvation” the salvation of all from the Adamic death?
Am | right in understanding that whileit relates to both the heavenly and earthly phasesit
will also continue the common and only salvation of the world, while the church is to
share the "great salvation?"

Answer -- Well, | know that the apostle uses the words "our common salvation," and he
also speaks of the "great salvation" when he says, "how shall we escape, if we neglect so
great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by our Lord?' We can realizein
our minds that there is a salvation by justification through faith, which is the common
salvation which will apply to al the world in due time. Then, again, there is this
wonderful blessing, the privilege of being joint-heirs with God's 'Son. These statements
can be taken in either way.

Question -- What about the statement, on page 37 of Tabernacle Shadows that the under-
priests were not anointed when it states in Exodus 40:16 that they were?

Answer -- Well, it seemsto be stated that way. The thought is this: there was only one
high priest. at atime. Christ is now the high priest and we are the under-priests, yet we
have no standing with God, except as we are in Christ. In Exodus 40:16 it speaks of
anointing them as they anointed Aaron; it means that when the time comesfor another to
take Aaron's place they shall deal with him asthey did with Aaron.

Question -- Please explain the three clauses of Philippians 3:27, "Beware of dogs, beware
of evil doers, beware of the concision.”

Answer -- Who are the dogs? Well, let each one look around in his own neighborhood
and seeif he can find any that have the characteristics of dogs, snapping and barking at
you. It does not mean literal dogs, but figurative dogs. If you find any, don't rub them the
wrong way.

The evil doers mean any evil doers; we have neither part nor lot with darkness. Do not
have your fellowship with those who are injuring others, for if the time came they would
do you an injury. Seek the company and fellowship of those that love righteousness Puta
premium upon that which is good, just and noble.

The concision in the apostle's day signified those who were in opposition to circumcision.
Circumcision was a certain sign. Oursis the heart, the cutting away from our affections
that which would be injurious. We are not Jews according to the flesh, but we have a
circumcision of the heart.



Question -- What is meant by the word "lust” -- "having escaped the corruption that isin
the world through lust?"

Answer -- Our word lust has changed its meaning agreat deal. In the Greek it hasamuch
wider meaning. Today it is generally restricted to mean immoral desires, fleshy desires.
In the original it means any earthly desires, for instance, the lust for power.

Question -- What is meant in John 20:22 when it says that our Lord breathed on them,
etc.?

Answer -- Our Lord was giving them a pantomimic teaching. He wanted them to
understand that in sending them out they were not to exercise power belonging to
themselves, but the power of God throughthem, therefore, he gave them theillustration
of breath, or his spirit, which he wished to communicate to them. He did this asa sample
of hisspirit power, influence or mind in them, by which they would cast out devils, heal
the sick, etc., in hisname.

Question -- Who is our neighbor?

Answer -- Our Lord tellsnsin the parable of the "Good Samaritan.”

Question -- Who are the enemies that we are to love?

Answer -- Your enemies. Y ou need net love my enemies. 1 will do that myself.

Question -- When does earth's great jubilee commence, and is it different from the
Millennium?

Answer -- No, it isacontinuation of the type. We arein the time of the great jubilee now.
Why do we not sec the restitution then, you ask? Well, how wasit in the type? Did they
begin in the middle of the night and take possession of things? The people did not know,
but the priests were to | et the people know by blowing on certain silver trumpets. We are
in the anti-type of that time now. Y ou are blowing the silver trumpet of truth in your
neighborhood and | am blowing in mine. Proclaim the jubilee.

Question -- Why could the Jews stone Stephen when they could not put our Lord to
death?

Answer -- 1 do not know. | have often wondered about that myself. If you find out let me
know.



Question -- What does the word "Dives' come from?

Answer -- It signifies"rich man," as Lazarus signifies"poor."

Question -- If the great company is composed of "overcomers' does Revelation 3:21
apply to them?

Answer -- No, because the limitation is here stated. It is not he that overcometh under
compulsion, but "even as | overcame." Those who overcome, even as he overcame, are
the onesto bein thethrone.

Question -- If Christ is to be the life-giver and the church the mother, how can the
children of the restitution class be of the human nature?

Answer -- Thisisacase of adoption asfar asthe earth is concerned. They were children
of Adam and Christ proposes to give them alife in place of the one they lost through
Adam. They are not begotten in the sense that we are begotten; their promise is of
restitution to that which they had lost through Adam. The second Adam isto take the
place of the first Adam. They get thelife Christ laid down for the world, otherwise there
would not have been any for them.

Question -- If it was necessary for one to betray the Savior, why was Judas condemned
for performing his duty?

Answer -- | do not know any place in the Scripture that says he had that duty to perform.

The matter issimply this: Prophecy said that our Lord would be betrayed, just asit was
also stated that when our Lord rode into Jerusalem that there would be a shout, and so,

afterwards, our Lord said that if the people had not shouted, the very stones would have
cried out. It was not compulsion on Judas part. The Scriptures say that he had adevil and
that he was thief. | do not have any sympathy to waste on Judas.

Question -- It is generally accepted that all of our Lord's parables were suggested by
certain facts. How about that of the "Rich man and Lazarus'? Isit the only one founded
upon imagination?

Answer -- | had never thought of the matter that way before, and | do not know. But,
what are you going to do? It isthere. If any one takesit as afact, he has atough brain.
Bro. Russell then went on to show how ridiculous the whole parable would be if each
iteminit were afact, how that the rich man would be sent to torment simply because he
had enough to eat, wore linen and purple, so, Bro. Russell said according to that, many of
us there would have to go to torment, simply because we had enough to eat, had on a



clean shirt and wore some purple. Also, in the case of Lazarus, he went to heaven simply
because he was full of sores, laid at the king's gate, and had the dogs lick his sores. He
then showed that if taken as literal facts, Abraham's arms would soon be full of people
full of sores, for he could not hold very many.

BAPTISM SERVICE.

AT 3 o'clock, the friendstried to assemble at the First Baptist Church of Niagarafor the
baptism sermon and service, but the building was soon full to overflowing, and a great
many could not get in. The minister of the church had announced the service to the
congregation and anumber of them were present. When Bro. Williamson went to see the
Baptist minister about getting the use of his building he was quite surprised to learn that
we expected fifty or sixty to be immersed, and when Bro. Williamson told him that at St.
Louis 144 were immersed his eyes opened pretty wide. Instead of fifty or sixty being
immersed, however, at Niagara, there were 94; Sisters, 58, and Brothers, 38. Bro.
Russell's sermon can be read in the sixth volume of Millennial Dawn, practically as given
at the convention.

One person 1 noticed particularly was a colored man who gave his name as the Rev.
Abraham Lincoln. One of the brethren had met him in arestaurant and gave him a "hell
tract,” and as aresult of that he was at the meeting and said he would like to meet Bro.
Russell and learn how to join us. | do not know whether he met him or not.



FAREWELL MEETING AND LOVE FEAST.

AT 7:30 p. m., we met again at the Auditorium of the Natural Food Co. for the Farewell
Meeting and Love Feast.

After asong service, Bro. Russell stepped forward and spoke in part asfollows:

Those the most interested in the Truth want to tell and talk about the truth constantly. He
likened us to the Widow's Cruse of Qil, saying, as we go home, to pour out the oil into
the vesselsthat could not go to the convention, and we would find that after we had them
all full, we would have ours running over.

WHAT SHALL BE THE CENTRAL THOUGHT?

The central thought isthat we are the Lord's called out people, all the Lord's consecrated
people, wherever they are. They are all called according to His purpose, the purpose
being to be with him to bless the world during the Millennial Age. We are in the School

of Christ, and we are here to be trained and taught. He gives us His Word, which is the
foundation of everything. In addition to hisword, he has given us His providences that
we may have some of the Lord's dealings richly impressed upon our thoughts, so that we
may realize that "the steps of agood man are ordered of the Lord." The point of love: We
are in the School of Christ to learn that very lesson of Love. The very essence of his
teaching islove, which isthe fulfilling of the law.

The Lord in His great loving plan is seeking out those who have his spirit of love, and
who want to be in accord with his great plan, in that great work of loving and blessing all
the families of the earth. Only in proportion as we let the love of God be shed abroad in
our hearts are we getting our education, which the Lord intended that we should get and
which is necessary to qualify usfor the work which he hasfor us. If we do not |earn the
lesson of love we will not get our graduation papers at the close.

Loveisamatter of growth and has many different branches, such as patience, etc. Love
makes you patient, but alack of love makes you impatient.

The Lord's people ought to be the most loving and patient peoplein theworld. | notice at
the different conventions that the spirit of the Lord, the spirit of kindness stems to be
abounding more and more in you. What manner of persons ought weto be, etc. If we are
in the school of Christ, and we find that we are making alittle progress, it isafinething.
We ought to be making some progress. Some think that they are not making much
progress. Well, do the best you can and leave it to the Lord, -- the Apostle said hedid not
feel competent to judge himself. The Lord sees and will appreciate the little things done
in his name.

Aswe part from one another, we will be thinking of the next convention. To someit may
be the next convention in another way, when all the brothers and sisters will come



together in another way, the General Assembly of the Church of the First Horns, brought
together from the four quarters of the earth. We are trying to make arrangements now,
dear friends, for the tickets, and those that get their graduation papers in the. Lord's
school will get atree excursion ticket to that convention. We are not to think that those
who have passed beyond the veil will hethe losers, rather, they are the gainers.

e then spoke about the death of Sister Turner, who had been serving at the Bible House
for some time. Some were inclined to say that they were sorry that she had died, but Bro.
Russell said he was glad, for she was a dear Sister in the Lord, asfar as any could tell,
and he was glad she had passed through the gate into the new Jerusalem.

Hethen called for an expression of appreciation to the Board of Managers of the Natural
food Company for all their kindnessin giving us the free use of their building, etc. Such
an expression was made by all raising their hands.

Another vote in the same way was taken, expressing the appreciation of all for the use of
the Baptist Church.

Then all the Pilgrims were lined up in front of the platform, then all the Colporteursin
another line, with an aisle between them. The Pilgrims held plates of bread and as the
congregation passed down the aisle between the Pilgrims and Col porteurs, they shook
lands all around and broke bread with one another.

Aswe were marching around, Bro. Russell railed for ahalt and asked if we were good at
remembering numbers and then gave out. the number, sixty-two thousand, four hundred
and twenty-six. Then he put it in another way and said to look up Numbers 6:24-26, asa
closing message of the convention. Read it.



COLPORTEUR MEETING.

At about 8:30 Tuesday evening, the Colporteurs began to assemble and after a short
praise service, Bro. Russell appeared and took charge. He found an audience of several
hundred awaiting him, and he said he was astonished to find so many Col porteurs. Many
not Colporteurs were at the meeting to see and learn what they could. Some of his
remarks were asfollows:

| have avery deep interest in the Colporteur branch of the service. All the mail from the
Colporteurs receives the first attention at the Bible House, and we send out envelopes
especially for the Colporteurs to use, which are not for any one
else. It seemsto meit is one of the most important branches of the
service. | have seen some of you on other occasions.

The Colporteurs were urged not to stint themselves on eating. "Ifa
man will not eat, neither shall hework," re-arranging the Scriptural
injunction!

Bro. Russell told the story of the man who noticed his horse
nibbling at the top of the hitching-post and at once came to the
conclusion that his horse wanted sawdust to eat. So, he began to
put saw-dust in the horse's feed each day, increasing the sawdust
and decreasing the amount of oats. He said it worked fine until just
when lie thought he could feed nothing but sawdust the horse up
and died.

Bro. Russell suggested svera articles of food specially beneficial, such as eggs,

shredded whole wheat biscuits, of course, for breakfast; a glass of milk in the middle of
the forenoon, or an ice cream soda when the day is hot. He also said that alump of white
sugar taken when feeling specially exhausted is most nourishing, asit goesimmediately
to the system by assimilation.

Our means used in the dissemination of the Truth are different from the ways and means
used by others. The Pilgrim work is a little different from that used anywhere in the
world; so the Colporteur work is different from anything else, not that we are trying to
get something different, but the Lord is guiding. We tried to have Millennial Dawn sold
in the ordinary way. We first tried selling them through the book stores, and sent a
shipment to Chicago to Mr. Fleming Revell, who put them on his shelves. They had not
been there long, when one' day Major Whittle, who also wrote religious works, came into
the store, and his eve fell on Millennial Dawn, and he said: " See here, Mr. Revell, what is
this?' "Oh, | am not narrow," replied Mr. Revell; "if the people want those books, | sell
them or anything else.” Mr. Whittle replied that if the Millennial Dawn books remained
on Mr. Revell's counter then his books and those of hisfriendswould come off. "Wéll, if
you feel that way about it,” replied Mr. Revell, "I will take the Dawns off." Asaresult the
Bible House received the shipment back.



We then tried advertising in the papers, but the sales did not pay for the cos of the"ads"
for the people would begin to write to the editors of the papers telling them what a bad
book it was, so that that method had to be abandoned too. The Lord was not willing to
have such methods used.

The Lord isableto find hiswheat, and he is using various ways and means. Think as hard
asyou can and you will not think of a better way of reaching all of the wheat.

The world considersthiswork Look-selling, but it is preaching in the most effective way.
No other hook has been excluded from the bookstores, public press, etc., so much asthe
Dawns, yet no other book has had such asale. It isthe Lord's doings and marvelousin
our eyes. Thiswork is preaching, making known the "Glad Tidings" in the most effective
way.

Suppose you had the ability and permission to address every congregation in this city,
what mould it amount to? When you got through, they would not have much of an idea of
what you were trying to tell thaw, but mould think you a crank. Then you might think
you would go to the Bible classes and prayer-meetings, but they would sing you down.
No, the Col porteur method is the most effective way of preaching the truth and of putting
out the Dawns.

The Colporteur work is not a business proposition. Some worldly people think it isa
good thing to make money at. We let anyone sell it, hut we have found that asarule the
worldly people could not sell the books; they must be interested in the matter to make a
success of selling the books. The Lord has closed up the work to afew, toacertain class
of laborers. It is a glorious opportunity for those who are consecrated to Him and so
situated that they can take up the work for the love of the work. It isaministry of the
truth and is next to the Pilgrim work. | would rather be a Colporteur, said Bro. Russell,
than to be the pastor of the largest church in Niagara Falls. The colporteurs go from city
to city and are reaching the people in a private way. In the Lord's providence, thereisa
certain amount of stigma attached to this work -- "a book-agent." We are treated as
deceivers, yet true, as book-agents, yes, but servants of the Lord. If we feel that our
ministry is of the truth we can take courage. We have the only thing on earth that can
stand all the honest investigation and criticism.

Our lines have fallen in pleasant places. What more could we ask than to be co-laborers
with the Lord in this Harvest Work? We believe that the Lord is now gathering His
Jewels from the four corners of the heavens.

The object is the separating of the wheat from the tares, because it isaharvest work, and
truth itself will do it. We are not expected to convert the world.

The Lord's people long ago were in Babylon, but the Lord said, "Come out of her, my
people." Who came out? His people. How many! Only afew.



Babylon the great isrich, has agreat name, in need of nothing, etc., but really from God's
standpoint, they are blind, miserable and naked. So, now the Lord says, "Come out of her,
my people.” if we are loyal to him and the truth, we will cme out and follow hint
whithersoever he goeth.

He gives us large wages in peace, joy, etc. None can learn the song, except the 144,000.
We wait for the time when we shall pass beyond, when we shall hear him say, "Well

done, good and faithful servant over afew things." Not, that we have done anything great
but we have done some little things. Imagine the angels who have desired to ook into
these things say: "Oh, that | might have had the privilege of thrusting in the sickle."

The only success of the nominal preachersisthat they succeed in keeping the people
from knowing what they do believe. It isreported that Dr. Eaton, with whom Bro. Russell
had the notabl e debates, said to his congregation of about eight hundred, he wished two
hundred of them knew what they believed. The difference with us is that we do know
what we believe. We are gathered to the Lord instead of to men. Oneisyour ead, oneis
your Lord, even Christ. That is the secret of our success. It is not the fear of hell that
constrains us, but the love of God. What salary shall the 20,000 preachers get! The Lord
saysthat in the world you will have tribulations that will work out something good.

There were sixty-one col porteurs present who are actively in the service. Fourteen more
who proposed going into the work at once, and twenty-two others who hope to arrange
their affairs so that they can get into the work within afew months.

Have a method.

Have a method that issimple.

Have amethod that comes to the point at once.

Don't talk too fast, as your voiceis new to the person.

Do not answer questions. Let the books do that.

Refer to the hook, the book, the hook; etc.

Start interrogation points all over their minds, but do not answer them. Arouse curiosity
without satisfyingit.

Several illustrations of methods used in canvassing persons were given, by Bro. Cole,
Bro. Sexton, Bro. Manning, Bro. and Sister Magnuson and others, using some of the
audience as prospective customers. It was amusing, instructive and interesting.

Colporteurs wishing assignments of territory were told to see Bro. and Sister Wright, who
took places on the platform, and thus ended the hest convention ever held.



REMARKSBY BRO. BOHNET.

(Asl was called out of the hall at this point, to attend a sick sister, 1 did not get any notes
on Bro. Bohnet, and we are indebted to Sister G. W. Seibert for the following notes on
histalk.)

Brother Bohnet, was requested to give atalk upon methods, he having large experiencein
training book agents. He said in part:

There are certain principles that must he observed in every sale. Four factors enter in
where a saleis consummated.

First -- The attention must be attracted. He used the illustration of alady entering astore
and a piece of lace brushing against her shoulder. Her attention was attracted, and
although she had no intention of buying lace when she entered the store, she stopped and
examined it. Her attention was attracted, the first step was taken.

Second -- You must get the person interested. The woman entering the store was first
attracted by the lace; next she examined it and found it was avery good piece of lace for
the money; thus she took the second step, became interested.

Third -- You must awaken a desire for the article you are selling. In the woman's case,
her attention having been attracted, her interest awakened, the desire to purchase next
presented itself, and she then took the fourth step of consummating the sale —shebought.

Again, you must take the mind of the person from the condition in whichyoufindit, and
get it into the state in which you want it. Remember -- do not try to meet their opposition,
but get around it. If forced to meet it you may say, "I have never looked at it in that way."
Y ou must remember that you cannot get the better of an argument and make asae at the
sametime. Even if you have the better of an argument, you will losethe sale, if you argue
and make your point.

The very way you say "Good morning" counts for a great deal. Don't emphasize the
"morning" -- everybody knowsthat it. ismorning. Don't snap it out, for you rub them the
wrong way immediately. Say "Good morning,” the emphasis on the word good. | have
spent hourstrying to get agentsinto the proper way of saying good morning.

The difference between success and failureis almost imperceptible. Some people think
thereisagreat difference; that is amistake. Two artists will sit clown to copy the same
scene; both use the same kind of brushes, the same colors, the same kind of canvas, yet.
when they have finished, one picture is worth $1,000 and the other only $2 or $3. The
paths to success or failure start parallel, but later diverge.

After having said "Good-morning” in a pleasant manner, your next remark should he
"Pardon me." Y ou thus show that you recognize the fact that you have intruded upon
your prospective customer'stime. To theilliterate, you place yourself above them by this



remark, which will command their respect, while by one of higher social position, you
will he recognized as an equal. Yon thusavoid all risk of having the door shut in your
face. If the door is slammed in your face, it isyour fault. Y ou have in some way offended
the owner of the house.

Next, the manner of holding the book isimportant. At first, keep the book out of sight; let
them suppose you came upon some other errand, to ask the street, number, or something
of that sort. When you have their attention, open the book. Hold it by the bottom,
balancing it upon the four fingers, like a picture on an easel, with your thumb at the beck.
In thisway you have perfect control, can show the book to several at atime, turnit upside
down, turn over leaves, etc.

Next, speak just loud enough to be heard, in asoothing way. Make your hearer feel that
you never spoke like that to anybody before. Hold the book about 18 inches from their
eyes. Look into their eyes, not at your book, thus you can tell whether you are making a
good impression or not.

Next, have a set memorized speech in order that you will not have to think what to say
next. To afast talking person, talk fast; to a slow talker, speak slowly, and watch their
expression. If you talk slowly, they will think slowly, but if they naturally talk rapidly
and you talk slowly, you will become tiresome and thus run the risk of losing a sale.



END OF CONVENTION.

FROM thistime on the friends began to separate and go to their various homes, some of
the pilgrims having immediate appointments and some of the col porteurs going at once to
their fields of |abor.

GORGE TRIP.

TUESDAY afternoon, after the colporteur work was finished, about 200 took the famous
gorgetrip.

. Aslightisrequired to bring out the colors of
the rainbow, so isatrip around the Niagara
Belt Line necessary to bring out the true
beauties and grandeur of the American and
Horseshoe Falls, the great whirlpool, the
wonderful gorge and the magnificent scenery

- that has made Niagaraworld-famous. Before
~ the great lines of electric traction were
. established at the falls it was impossible to
- gain access to the many points of interest,
~ now reached with ease, by the wonderful
trolley system now encircling the gorge,
which for a distance of over 20 miles
continually presents to the tourist an ever
= changing panorama of wonderful scenery.

TENIAGARA §
- BELT LINE |

Boarding one of the large observation cars
we were carried to the American approach of

the great steel arch bridge spanning the

Niagara River, afew hundred feet below the
falls. As we approached the bridge, and as
usual singing a hymn, some workmen
shouted to usto "get off the earth.” Soon we
were on the bridge, a hundred and fifty feet
above the water, and Bro. Russell, who was
inour car, said: "We are off the earth."

: el - Asthecar lowly moves over the bridge, one

Eﬁrﬁéj ItJ:.I:l: ;L?&Aﬁﬂg ;: r; E 2 of the grandest gnd most perfect viewg of the
‘NIAGARA FALLS LEWISTON" falls is enfolded, and in the course the car
el Shge L P=Ts)- === took, for nearly one mile up theriver, on the
I ey — Canadian side, this magnificent view of the
American and Horseshoe Falls is ever

present to the eye, always from a new point of vantage, until the car reaches Table Rock.
From this point may also he seen the Canadian rapids above the falls, and the wild and




plunging waters in the mad rush before leaping into the chasm. In theriver below may be
seen the little steamer "Maid of the Mist," plying back and forth on its trip. At Table
Rock the car describes a loop and returns down the Canadian side of the river toward
Queenston, skirting the brink of the cliff, ahundred and fifty feet high, for a distance of
nine miles, always within plain view of the river and gorge. On approaching the great
railway bridges, about two miles below the fals, the placid waters of the lower river once
more becomes turbulent, until the wonderful whirlpool rapids are reached. Continuing
along the high bank a splendid view of the great whirlpool is seen, and the course of the
river at this point, taking an abrupt turn, the gorge and river on its way to Lake Ontario
may be seen for several miles. Continuing and approaching Queenston Heights, aturnin
the route suddenly reveal s the magnificent panorama of the Lower NiagaraRiver and the
surrounding country for miles. Thisfertile plateau, stretching for many miles along the
south shore of the lake, is one of the most productive fruit regions of America. At
Queenston Heights we left the car for fifteen minutes, and ascending the heights, Snging
as we climbed the hill 'fhe toils of the road will seem nothing when we get to the end of
the way," and we viewed the great monument, 200 feet high, erected to the memory of
the famous British general, Sir Isaac Brock. From this height we had a splendid view of
the surrounding country for miles and miles. A gradual and easy descent bringsthe ear to
the approach of the Lewiston Suspension Bridge. Crossing this bridge the car proceedsto
Lewiston, from which the return trip to Niagara is commenced over the Great Gorge
Route, running close to the water's edge all of the way. This ride up the gorge is so
wonderful inits scenic features asto defy description, the car passing on amidst scenes of
imposing grandeur by awinding course, following the contour of the river bank. A short
time after leaving Lewiston the Devil's Hole is passed. This point is prominent in the
annals of the Niagara frontier history, a British caravan and company of soldiers being
ambushed and massacred by the Indiansin 176:3, the entire company being driven over
the cliff to death on the rocks below.

On the way up the gorge a closer view of the whirlpool is had, and at aturnin theriver
the whirlpool rapids suddenly loons into view, churning, foaming and tossing and
forming ascene that holds the tourist spellbound with amazement, admiration and awe.
The whirlpool rapids as a whole is one of the most striking spectacles of the visit to
Niagara. After leaving the rapids and passing the great railway bridges the car beginsan
easy ascent along the river bank, and here the river and all its beauties sink into restful
dimness. Nearing the top amass of natural stone formation is passed, and once more we
werein the city of Niagara.

Soon we reached the place at which we were to get off, and alighting from the car we
separated, some going to the railway stations and othersto their boarding houses, asthey
wereto stay aday or so longer.

That evening we stopped at the meeting place, the Natural Food Conservatory, but not a
friend was to be seen, the place was deserted as far as the convention was concerned. We
walked on down to Prospect Point, where we met with about 125 of the friends, and
watched the falls by night, listening to their ceaseless roar. After singing a number of
songs and having adelightful time of fellowship we had prayer and tried hard to disperse,



but as Bro. Russell once said in answer to the question as to how he got the people
together hereplied, "We have no trouble to get them together, but the hardest pointisto
get them separated.”

Wednesday evening there were still enough of the friendsleft in Niagarafor twenty-one
to meet together in the parlor of ahotel, where anumber had been stopping, and thislittle
meeting was the last one we had with the friends there.

Thursday morning we started for home, and after a pleasant journey reached Chicago
about 8 o'clock Friday morning, and hope to see you all at the next convention, or at the
General Assembly of the Church of the First Born.

For the description of the falls and the gorge we are indebted to extracts from reports of
these by other parties, also of the Natural Food Conservatory.



THE "BIBLE HOUSE," ALLEGHENY

Friends of the cause naturally feel adeep interest in everything connected in any manner
with the "harvest” work. As many have never seen the Bible House or even a cut of it,
this photo is added. The basement and first two floors are used for business purposes, the
third isthe "Chapel," the fourth the living rooms and Bro. Russell's study. His business

officeison thefirst floor.



BRO. W. Ii. VAN AMBURGH BRO. M. I.. McPHATIL

Regular
Pilgrim Brothers
Present in Spirit
But Absent in Body

BRO. GEO. DRAPER BRO. BEN]. H. BARTON

BRO. PAUL S. L. JOHNSON BRO. JOHN HARRISON

The above are spoken of as being "Regular Pilgrims" because of a large part of their time
being spent in Pilgrim service, with the exception perhaps of Bro. Van Amburg, although
he at times takes quite extensive trips. There are, however, quite a number of other
Brethren at the Bible House who do Pilgrim work on Sundays.
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