TOPIC: WATCHMEN

“Watchmen”
Brother Julius Bednarz, Chicago, IL
Spoken August 6, 1956

Our lesson on watchmen beginsin Isaiah 21, a chapter with which dl of you, | believe,
arevery familiar. | will read afew versesin order to touch certain points, we would like
to mention in brief before we get into another chapter of 1saiah that aso takesin the
thought of “watchmen.”

Isaiah 21:6: “ For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Go, set a watchman, let him declare
what he seeth. And he saw a chariot with a couple of horsemen, a chariot of asses, and a
chariot of camels; and he hearkened diligently with much heed: And he cried like a

lion.” Our King Jamesverson hasit, “ And he cried, Alion.” But the proper trandation

here would be, “ And he cried likealion.” *“ My Lord, | stand continually upon the
watchtower in the daytime, and | am set in my ward whole nights; and, behold, here
cometh a chariot of men with a couple of horsemen. And he answered and said, Babylon
isfallen, isfallen; and all the graven images of her gods hath he broken unto the ground.
Oh my threshing, and the corn of my floor: that which | have heard of the Lord of hosts,
the God of Israel, have | declared unto you. The burden (or oracle) of Dumah. He
calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night. The watchman said, The morning
cometh, and also the night: if ye will enquire, enquire ye: return, come.”

Here we have the Lord giving us apicture, using the prophet I1saiah, as represented in this
vison, intherole of awatchman. Heis standing on the wals of Babylon, theliterd
Babylon back there, and he sees the invason of Medo-Persia, which is about to destroy
the Babylonish Empire. And as he stands upon thiswall in his watchtower, he notices
and records for uswhat he sees. He begins to see chariots of horsemen and camels, the
spearhead, asit were, of the attack of Cyrus and Darius, which in ashort order destroyed
and overran Babylon.

There was the representation of that which has a primary application back therewith
Isaiah, as the watchman seeing the beginning of the destruction of the first universd
world empire. But we believe that the primary gpplication has its proper setting, but that
the Lord has something far greater, a secondary gpplication that hesits fulfillment down
here in the harvest of the Gospd Age.

The reading concerning this watchman in the 11" verse down to the 13" dso givesusa
clue. Thewatchman has an oracle concerning Idumea, or Chrisendom. Heis asked the
question, * Watchman, what of the night, what of the night?” And he answers, “ The
morning has come but also a night.” Chronologically spesking, the watchman the Lord
hath set upon the wals of Christendom, or Babylon, in the very early morning hours of
the seventh day, whenthe first beams or shafts of light began to show over the horizon,
declaring to him that the early morning of the seventh day had begun and yet, at the same



time, when it was beginning, the world was filled with every indication of civilization
reaching great heights as never before, he saw that a the same time, while the morning of
the new day was coming that it would be accompanied, paradoxically spesking, by one of
the greatest times of trouble that the earth had ever seen. So he declared that yes, the
morning has come, but it is accompanied by a night.

And who declared this faithfully to the Lord' s people, but that watchman whom the Lord
had set upon the walls Zion, our own Pastor. But how doesthefirgt part fit in, asfar as
the invason of the army of Darius that Isaiah seesin vison? How can we represent that
into a picture that takes in this other watchman, our own Pastor, who saw the early
beginnings of that which indicated to him the fal of Babylon the Greet?

We read the account in the Reprints concerning our own Pastor’ s experiences, how hein
the early days of his search for truth, way back there in the 1870's, began to cometo
certain conclusons that that which he learned in his church affiliations did not represent
the trust of God' s word; he cast aside these doctrind errors that he had formerly believed,
and he struck out boldly, independently in his search for truth. He studied the Bible
persondly, privately. And then the Lord led him to come in contact with certain
individuds, little groups here or there who were studying the Bible independently. There
were certain prominent men that had certain views that gppedled to him. He attended one
little meeting in adingy hdl, hetdls us, where alittle group of those who represented the
Seventh Day Adventist cause were studying the Bible chronologicdly. He camein

contact with another person here or there who had smilar views, the Lord evidently
directing his path. And so he could put al these different thoughts together, these
different views from these little groups, who were studying the Bible here or there. And
with the Lord's assistance, he could see through these doctrines and through these severa
individuas, who were directing the teachings of the Lord' s word towards the attention of
thislittle group that was searching for truth in the very early hours of the seventh day.

By the Lord' s grace, he came eventudly to the conclusion that the time had come for
Babylon, which had formerly received the favor of the Lord, to be cast off. And he did
give forth the message, asis given to usin other placesin the scriptures, that Babylon the
great “ isfallen, isfallen,” and theinvitation to “ come out of her, my people.”

But now we turn to Isaiah 52, and we read the seventh and eight verses of this chapter.

“ How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that
publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, the publisheth salvation; that saith
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! Thy watchmen (now it's plurd, “Thy Watchmen”) shall lift
up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing.” Now the thought in thisword

“dng” isajoyous message, a message of triumph.

Now why isit amessage of triumph? Because these watchmen together are Snging,
they’re voicing a certain message. And what isthat? “ Thy God reigneth.”

“For,” it goeson to say, “ they shall see eye to eye when the Lord brings again Zion,” or,
as a better trandation hasit, “ when the Lord Jehovah returneth to Zion.” Now, why are



these watchmen so joyous in proclaiming this triumphant message? Because they see eye
to eye, together, they see this great truth by faith, that the Lord has returned unto Zion,
that Zion is again functioning, and its influence and power isfdt in the earth. And so

they triumphantly and joyfully proclaim this message, because they seethiseyeto eye.

And the thought in thisverse, “ Thy God reigneth,” has the thought that he has ascended
the throne. And when aking ascends athrone, he doesit only for one purpose, to begin
hisreign, to begin to send forth edicts throughout his domain, letting it become known

thet heisthe king.

“How beautiful upon the mountains.” The thought here is kingdoms, and these
kingdoms are dill in exisence. And with the aid of Danid 2:44, remembering what was
presented in this vison that Nebuchadnezzar saw in a dream that was brought back to
him by Danid, through God' s grace and wisdom, we can see Danid explaining this
vison to Nebuchadnezzar, as he Sits upon the throne, and he is marveling a this young
Hebrew who is bringing back to him not only the dream that he forgot, but the
interpretation of the same.

Danid explainsthe head of gold, the chest and arms of Slver, the belly of brass, and two
legs of iron, and then the ten toes, iron mixed with clay. And when he comesto those
toes, you could amost see Danid giving, as it were, achart talk. And he points to those
ten toes and he says, “ in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom.” The same thought as Isaiah 52:7,8, “ Thy God reigneth.” “ Thy God,” Jesus,
has returned and he has ascended the throne * in the days of these kings,” when these
kings represented by the ten divisions of what was once the Roman empire that ruled the
world for so many centuries, when these ruling houses who would gtill be claming that
they reign by the grace of God. And rightly so because that was the permission from God
himsdlf, when He gave to Nebuchadnezzar theright to rule. Danid, noting that to
Nebuchadnezzar, said, “ Because the God of heaven has given thee a kingdom and a
dominion.” And that same right was handed down to every succeeding world empire
until it came down to Rome. Then came the division of Rome into these ten toes or parts.
So kings did reign by the grace of God up to a certain time, 1914, when the Times of the
Gentiles ceased.

But prior to that, they claimed that they reigned by the grace of God, these kingdoms. So
Danid is pointing to those toes and says, “ In the days of these kings,” when they are il
in exigence, “ The God of heaven shall set up a kingdom.” And how beautifully thet fits
into our understanding of the harvest message, that our Lord returned in 1874, when these
ancient ruling houses were gl holding sway in Europe, and that it was at that time when
Jesus ascended to the throne, when our Lord returned unto Zion.

Primarily when we think of Zion, we think of ancient Jerusdem that was built upon two

hills. And on Zion's hill, the palace of David the King sood. And it was from thislitera

hill of Zion, from the palace of David, where the divine directives were issued forth. As

the scripturestdl us, “ David sat upon the throne of the Lord in Jerusalem.” “ Solomon
sat upon the throne of the Lord in Jerusalem.” And that was true of the other kings, who



followed them. They sat upon the throne of Jehovah. It wastheir duty to issue forth the
decrees of Jehovah through their agencies, as they sat upon literd Mount Zion, the pdace
being erected there.

When Zedekiah, the last king of Israel, was removed because of hisiniquity, the prophet
Ezekiedl mentioned this concerning him, that hewas a* wicked prince” and that he would
be removed from that position as king of Isragl. And the Lord said to Ezekid, “I will
overturn, overturn, overturn it, and it shal be no more until he comeswhoseright it is,

and | will giveit to him. Remove the diadem, take off the crown.” In other words,
remove it, because there will be another arrangement that | will bring into existence, |

will let the Gentiles hold dominion until he come whoseright it is, thet is, until the Lord
Jesus a his second advent comes and takes to himself that power, hisright, which his
Father has given him.

In Revelaion 14:14, we see another picture of the same. Here the Revelator says, “ And |
looked and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the son of man and
on his head (notice, and upon his head) a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.”

The second presence of our Lord is here again brought to our attention, and the “John
dass’ seesthis by faith through their understanding of the Lord’ s word, especidly the
harvest message, which that watchman brought to our attention so beautifully, and which
has satisfied the hearts and minds of the Lord's people so fully in this harvest period.

“ And he looked upon this white cloud and he saw one like unto the Son of Man; on his
head a golden crown.” Yes, at our Lord's second advent, he ascended the throne. It was
hisright to come and take that position. The Lord returned unto Zion and therefore these
kingly edicts, or directives, should begin to emanate from Zion; not the literd hill in

Jerusdlem any more, oh no, but the heavenly Zion, the invisble ruling power, where

Christ is Stuated on his throne issuing the directives because it istime for him to do so.

“On his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.” Now notice our
understanding of the Lord's second advent isthis. that he comesin therole of aking, as
the chief regper, and dso as the bridegroom. But you natice, there are only two phases
mentioned here. Asaking, with the crown on his head, and with the sharp Scklein his
hand as the chief regper. The bridegroom feature is not mentioned in this picture. Why?
Wasit omitted? Oh no, friends, it wasn't omitted. It was said here purposely so because
in chronologica order Jesus comes and beginsissuing directives, as the new king of
earth, and a the same time he issues forth the arrangements for the harvest of Babylon;
but the bridegroom feature is il alittle future, when the body members are dl complete
and have made their cdling and election sure, then the bridegroom feature comes into its
fullness

But right now, in this harvest period that we are spesking of and in which we find
oursalves, until now the John class sees the kingly arrangements of Jesus' second advent
and dso his pogtion as the chief regper, gathering out the elect from the four winds of
Christendom. And has not that been our experience friends, have we not recognized this



through the harvest message, that our Lord a his second advent returns as king, and that
he dso is directing the harvest work. But yet, the bridegroom feature isjust alittle in the
distance, just in the future, but not yet, as this picture shows us.

The directives that have issued forth from the returned king; has there been any directive
issued forth, or emanated from, Zion? If there has been and we can recognize any, then
we know definitely thet our Lord has returned into Zion, and that now Zion, as the new
ruling agency for the world is functioning and in operation.

Wi, in Revelation 1 and 2, we read this firg directive and it isjust re-phrasing that

which we have dready mentioned. John here seesinvision, “ | saw another angel come
down from heaven having great power and the earth was lightened with hisglory. And
he cried mightily with a strong voice, Babylon the great isfallen, isfallen. Come out of
her my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins and receive not of her plagues.”

Thiswas adirective that came from this great angdl, who comes with great power, and
the whole earth is lightened with his glory. Why that could refer to no one else than our
Lord Jesus at his second advent, could it? Heisthe one who is shown issuing this
directive from his postion, having ascended the throne on Zion's hill, spiritualy. But in
Reveation 14, where the harvest is dso pictured to us so beautifully, we have this
watchman, whom the Lord chose o early in the harvest period, the early dawning of the
new day, who by the Lord’ s grace saw this grest truth. He was the one who issued the
message to those who had earsto hear.

This message went forth in the very early years of the harvest period, the harvest work.
Now isthe timeto set in that Sickle and begin to separate the true wheet from the tares,
and waan't that message faithfully presented as the new king directed it, friends. Hewas
the one who issued the decree; thisfaithful watchman sent it forth to dl Christendom.

But he passed off the scenein 1916. Then who was | €ft to take up the message, the same
message that he brought to our attention? Oh, Isaiah tdlls you that “watchmen,” plurd,

are continuing the same message - that the watchman brought to our attention, as an
individua in the very early phases of the harvest work.

Y es, and how happy we are that these watchmen, faithful members of the Zion class yet
this 9de the vell, are continuing to proclaim the same message that the Lord gave to that
watchman

Was there another decree that came forth from Zion, indicating to us that Zion was
functioning as the ruling agency in the earth, that our Lord had ascended the throne?
Y es, there have been other decrees that demonstrate to us this important truth.

Revedation 14:13, “ And | heard a voice from heaven,” The John classagain hearsa

voice, avoice of authority from heaven, from Zion now functioning. “ Saying unto me,

Write, Blessed are the dead which diein the Lord from henceforth; Yea, saith the Spirit.”
Who is declaring this truth? The Spirit, Jesus, the returned king on Zion'sthroneis



issuing thisdecree. Y ea, saith the Spirit, “ that they may rest from their labors; and their
works do follow them.”

What does this mean to us, friends? This decree that the degping saints who were in their
graves until Jesus second advent need not deep any longer, the king is present, and he
rasesthem up first. And thisis corroborated by

1 Thessaonians 4:14, when Jesus returns from heaven, that those who dept he brings
firgt with him, they areraised fird to join him. Why deep any longer when the king has
returned? When he who isthe resurrection and the life, as he declared way back there to
Mary and Martha. He usesthat power to raise up the deeping saints, so that they could
be with him, associated with him on Zion's hill.

Y es, and how glad we are that this message, this directive which came from our returned
Lord on Zion'sthrone, was S0 faithfully interpreted by that watchman, and accepted by
those who had hearing ears and who became watchmen, and who are declaring the same
important truth to this day wherever they have an opportunity to present that message.

Do we hear another decree emanating forth from Zion? Yes. Isaiah 40:1,2: “ Comfort ye,
comfort ye, my people, saith your God.” Who doesthisrefer to? Whois* your God?”

Oh, do you remember Isaiah 52:7,8, “ And say unto Zion, Thy God reigneth.” Thy

mighty oneisregning. Thisisthe same mighty one who isissuing this decree.

“ Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem,
and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned, for she
hath received of the Lord’ s hand double for all her sins.” Yes, they had received of the
Lord's hand double for their Sgns and now a message must go to them, a message of

comfort, amessage of blessng.

Did this actudly take place, friends? Wasthere any evidence to the spiritual mind of
those who are watching that this decree was actualy put into effect, and sufficient
evidence presented to them so that they could give this message of comfort to Isradl?

Y es, friends, by the study of the Lord’ s word the watchman saw every evidence that
|sradl’ s double had come to an end in 1878, and that that was the time to begin the
message of speaking comfortably to her. What corroborating evidence do we have, and
did that watchman have the same?

W, it was in the very early beginnings of this new day, infact, in 1878 that the Berlin
Congress of Nations, when convened and presided over by Lord Beaconsfield, a Jew who
was a prime minister of England, that there the Jews began to win important concessons
concerning their opportunity to return back to their homeland. Was that evidence,

friends, to that watchman, that the decree that issued forth from Zion's hill wastaking
effect? Yes hesaw it there in the Berlin Congress of Nations an indication that the King
on Zion's hill had not only issued the decree, but he was putting it into effect, he himsdlf
was working the ways and means by which Isradl would return back to their homeland.

The year 1917 brought another important step in the same direction — the Bafour
Declaration declared the hold of the Turk upon Paestine broken completely, and England



was given the opportunity to have a protectorate over that whole area, another important
step of easing the restrictions so that Isragl could go back to their homeland.

“My people.” A message of comfort for them has been going forth since that day and
how glad we are, brethren, that that message which that watchman began of comforting
Isradl, has been continued by the watchmen, plurd.

It isthe same message, you see. As he recognized the decree from Zion' s hill, it isour
privilege, too, to recognize the same and to declare it to others. How happy we are that
we have the opportunity to co-labor with that watchman in this great work. Friends, do
we redlize what this meansto us, in recognizing the return of our Lord, and the assuming
of hiskingly authority in issuing forth his directives, and thet there are some people here
on earth, who not only recognize them and bdlieve them, but who obediently fulfill them?
Aren’'t we thankful to the Lord that he has opened up our eyesto this grand and glorious
message, that these kingly declarations that issue forth from Zion's hill, from where our
returned Lord is now operating, that he gives us the opportunity to voice forth and declare
these directives to the world?

What are we doing, friends, when we are doing thiswork? Asthe Pastor saysin the
Third Volume, we are doing kingdom work. Our King has returned, he isissuing the
decree, and we have the privilege of sending out the same message. We are doing
kingdom work, though on this sde of the vell, till in the flesh, the Lord is pleased to use
the feet members to declare the kingdom message. And friends, what joy it gives us, as
the 149" Psalm so forcibly brings to our attention, that these who sing aloud upon their
creed beds, they shout for joy they have the privilege of binding these kings and princes
of the world with fetters of iron. The saintsal havethis privilege. Yes, the army, the
armiesin heaven which John seesin Revedation 19 that are carrying out kingdom work,
pictures to us the thought of those who dept and have been wakened and are now with
the Lord on Zion's hill with him, and who are joined in the same work by his army here,
the feet members yet this Sde of the vell, that together they make up the picture of the
amiesthat are in heaven, who are carrying out thiswork. While the power isredly
emanating from the spiritud phase of the kingdom, yet because we the feet members are
participating in and declaring the same, the Lord countsit asif you hed apart in the
binding of the kings and the nobles of this earth with fetters and chains of iron. And yet
you don't lift aphysica finger to do the work, do you? But the Lord attributes it to you
because you are faithful in proclaming the message, asif you were actudly doing it.
That’ s the way the Lord counts the service and the work unto us.

Michadl stands up, another picture of Jesus ascending the throne, to begin issuing kingly
decrees and proclamations from Zion. Danid 12:1,2 — here, when Michael stands up,
there isa great time of trouble resulting therefrom, through al the earth, such as never as
gnce there was anation. And what brings on this trouble? The increase of light that our
returned Lord causes to penetrate through al the dark spots of this old earth, which has
been ruled by Satan for SO many centuries. Y es, his lightnings enlighten the world, the
Psalmigt says. “ And the earth saw and trembled.” Why does civilization, organized
society, tremble when they recognize these lightnings that are penetrating into dl the dark



places of this earth? Audrdia, Africa, South America, part of Europe and other places
that have been in darkness for so long now, when these lightnings begin to lighten the
earth, society sees and trembles. And rightly so, because they see the trouble that is
coming upon the earth, when al these backward peoples of the earth, billions of them are
waking upon to their opportunities and their rights as men on this earth and are clamoring
for thoserights.

As one Professor Fisher of the Yde Theologicd School said when commenting on the
World Council of Church’'s great meeting up in Evanston ayear or two ago, he said that
these men are just trying to revive the padt, dig it out of the dugt, and their eyes are blind
to one of the grandest things that istaking placein our day. He says, “The grestest
revolution that the world has ever seen istaking place under ther very eyes, the risng up
and the marching forward of dl the backward peoples of the earth, clamoring for aplace
in the sun with equa rights with every other man.” He declared that it isthe “world's
greatest revolution that we have ever seen,” and he declared it properly. Hewas
interpreting the scriptures properly, whether he recognized it or not.

Aganin Reveation 11:19, the picture is presented to us from the same standpoint. The
John class sees heaven opened, the temple is opened and what do they see? Lightnings
issueforth. Yes, thisincrease of knowledge growing forth throughout the earth. And
then there are voices, messages, which follow these increase of lightnings, light flashes.
And then there are thunderings, and then a great earthquake. 'Y ou notice how the
arrangement is used dong the lines of natural occurrences. When the storm approaches,
you firgt see lightning flashes, don’t you? And then you hear the rumblings of thunder.
And then you see what. . .aither rain or hall. And great hall drikes, just asin this picture
of Revdation 11:19, great hail. And then this great earthquake.

And that isthe order that events are proving themsalvesto fulfill this prophecy. At our
Lord s second advent, first these lightnings go forth throughout the whole earth, the
increase of knowledge, and then there are voices, messages of dl kinds; not only
messages of truth concerning the Bible. No, but there are secular messages going forth
enlightening the masses, men who previoudy never had educations are now delving into
al the socid sciences and everything concerning man and his position here upon the
earth. For what purpose? To clamor for their place in the sun. And so these voices are
clamoring for thisand that. Can't you hear them friends...in Morocco, in India, in South
Africa, South America. ..these voices, these messages going forth. Give us our placein
the sun. Haven't you just heard Nasser of Egypt give his message when he seized Suez
and told the British and everyone dse “thisis our backyard, this belongsto us, it is about
timewe recaived it and damed it for our own.” Thisisjust one of the most recent direct
evidences that has resulted from the increase of knowledge directed by the king on Zion's
throne.

Thunderings, yes, disturbances, trouble in the earth accompanied or associated with the
messages and then this greet hall, these sharp penetrating truths, that will eventudly
begin to fdl al over the earth, waking man to what istaking place. That is, anew order
is being born; the new king is taking over. And then, of course, this great earthquake,



which isthe find consummation of the time of trouble in which every mountain will be
not found, every idand will fleeaway. Yes, thefluid state just in preparation for the new
king to take over with his church to begin the Mediatoria reign over the earth.

Yes, in Psam 110:5 weread, “ The Lord at thy right hand,” that is, our returned king at
Jehovah'sright hand, “ shall strike through kingsin the day of hiswrath.” “ In the days
of these kings,” the ten toe arrangement, “ shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom.”
Andwhen it is set up, we should expect to see some activity to verify the same. “ And he
shall strike through kings,” the Psdmist says, “ in the day of hiswrath.” Did he strike
through kings, brethren, in the day of hiswrath? Prior to 1914, Europe was just filled
with ruling houses of al sorts and colors, but after 1914, friends, when he struck through
kings, four of the world' s greastest ruling houses crumbled to the dust, no evidence of

them anymore. And ever since then, it was king after king that has been removed, due to
the decree that has issued forth from Zion, where our returned king is beginning to
function as earth’snew ruler. Yes, heis dtriking through kings in the day of hiswrath.
Have you counted the crown heads of Europe, lately? How many are there today, who
are kingsin the proper sense of the word, who are actudly ruling? Why, thereisn't a

one.

But, you say, there are some kingsin Europe. Yes, there are ill some figureheads that

are left, who wear a crown. But they have no power. Who is ruling the countries over
which they dlaim to be kings? Oh, they have a prime minister or they have a parliament

or they have one body of men or another, who are actualy ruling the country. They just
keep these kings or queens around as an old antique to ill demongtrate to the people
what once used to be. Y ou know, we used to have these things years ago, but they are
out of date now, we just have them around for demondtrative purposes. Yes, the Lord has
struck through kingsin the day of hiswrath, and how we have seen this come to pasd

In Revelation 19:12, we again see this same picture, our returned Lord, on awhite horse

that comes as aking in righteousness to declare war. And what do we see upon his head?
Many crowns. First you saw him in Revelation 14 with one crown; in the 19" chapter,

you seewith “ many crowns.” What has happened? Every king that he deposed, that
crown belongs to him, it shows the transfer of earth’ srulership, these * kingdoms of this
world have become the kingdoms of our Christ,” and as each king goes down through the
decree of our returned Lord, he clamsthe crown, dl these crowns are rightfully his.

“1 will overturn, overturn, overturn until he comeswhoseright it is, and | will giveit to
him.”

We have afew thoughtsto bring in here concerning Danidl’ s vison of the setting up of
the kingdom.

There has been athought presented that this picture of Danidl, when heis pointing to the

ten toes, “ In the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom,” thet this
doesn't necessarily mean that it took place shortly after 1874, that is, prior to 1914; that it
could refer to atime later on when, at the very end of things, the nomina church once



agan has adight resurgence of power, and it joins up with ten certain kings who become
ten horns, and that this meansin the days of those kings shdl the God of heaven set up a
kingdom. Friends, if that were true, then the kingdom is not yet set up, it isgill future,
because this supposed resurgence of Chrigtianity, joining themselves with civil powers,
as represented in the ten horns of the beas; if that is il future, then we have to admit
that the kingdom is not yet st up, and that Zion is not functioning, that our Lord is not
reigning asaking. If that istrue, it s;eemsto methat dl of these evidences that we have
pointed to, and these are just afew contained in the Bible, are of none effect. What do
they mean? How do we explain dl of thisthat istaking place since 1874 to today, if we
say that this particular picture is dill future, that the God of heaven will not set up a
kingdom in the days of these kings, as pictured before 1914, but that it takes place fill a
few years from now, when the nomina church gets some power and joins with civil rule?

Maybe | am wrong, but | cannot seem to harmonize dl of these different texts, which
seem to declare a different picture. But then, we are dl entitled to our own opinion. But
if we are the watchmen, we are railsing our voices together, and we are declaring to Zion,
“Thy God reigneth,” he has ascended the throne, the Lord has returned to Zion and that
Zion, theinvisble heavens of that kingdom has been functioning snce 1874 and that
there has been official decreesissued therefrom. We have seen ther fulfillment. We
have recognized them in the word of God, as being true. And, having this double
evidence, not only the understanding of the message, asitiscontained inthe Lord's
word, but seeing these decrees actudly fulfilled — some of them before our eyes — what
can we say to these things, brethren? The evidence seems to be so overwhelmingly in the
direction that the watchman gave to us. And we have accepted the harvest message, as
the Lord gave it to him, and we thank the Lord for the greet privilege and the serious
respongbility of being watchmen in declaring the same.

| had another thought concerning watchmen. He stands on the wall to declare what
happens outside the city to seeif any enemies gpproach, and he warns those in the city.
But sometimes, dear friends, that watchman has to look within the city itself, because
even those who dwel in the city, that is, our own brethren, those who are within the
walls, the confines of Zion; if he sees something happening that is not according to the
Lordswill, it is his solemn duty to declare the same, to give awarning thought the trouble
takes place within Zion, here upon the earth. As Paul in his closing address to the elders
at Ephesus, “ Of your own selves,” he says, “ shall men arise, speaking perverse things
and drawing away disciples after them.” He was afaithful watchman. He not only
warned as he sood on the wals of Zion of the enemies without, but we warned
concerning the enemies within.

And he says, “ My hands are clean from the blood of all men.” Why? Because the Old
Testament picture of watchmen. If he declared the approach of an enemy, warned the

city and they didn’'t pay any heed to hiscall or hiswarning; if any one paid the pendty

with his blood, the watchman was free from the blood of that man because he gave the
warning. But if he saw an enemy gpproach and did not give awarning and someone lost
his life within the wdls of that city, that watchman had to pay the price, the blood of

those people were on his hands. So, a faithful watchman declares the approach of all
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enemies, those without and walls, and even, sometimes friends, he hasto declare the
trouble within.

But the position of awatchman, in that case, isn't dways a popular one. Sometimesif he
notices something wrong within the confines of the Zion classthissde of the vell, itis

not popularly received, but he has to be a faithful watchman, friends. He hasto serve his
Lord faithfully so the blood of no men are on his hands.

May the Lord help us to be faithful watchmen.
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“A New Way of Life’
Brother Danid J. Morehouse, Chicago, IL
(Spoken August 9, 1956)

Our theme text is found in Hebrews, the 10 chapter, the 19" and the 20" verses:

“ Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a
new and living way which he had consecrated for us through the veil, that isto say, his
flesh.”

In the 6" volume, on page 681, Brother Russell suggests a preferred trandation. Instead
of saying a“new and living way,” he suggests using the expression, “anew way of life”

It isthrough the veil. Thisimpliesthat we arein the antitypica holy and that before usis
the second vell, and hat to go through the second vell will lead usto our glorious hope.

Thefirg vell represents three things—the giving up of the human will, the accepting of
the divine will, and being begotten of the Holy Spirit. The second vell representsthe
giving up of the human body in death and the receiving of the divine body in
resurrection.

What are our activities in the Holy, as pictured by the furniture? The Candlestick could
represent how we enjoy the specid light, which God' s spirit begotten ones have. The
Table of Shew Bread would represent how the promises of God give us the strength to do
Hiswill, to encourage us. And the offering of the incense on the Incense Alter would
represent our obedience, our praise and our prayer life with our God.

What is our hope, as pictured by the ark and its contentsin the Most Holy? The Shekinah
Light would represent the part of our hope to be in the presence of God. The cloud above
the ark, cdled the Propitiary, representing God' s justice, the two cherubims, Hisloving
power, and the light representing His wisdom, showing the four attributes of God; shows
that a part of our hopeis that in character we will be like our God, a Chrigt-like character
of love, acharacter like our Heavenly Father.

In the ark was the mannathat would not corrupt in the Golden Pot. That would represent
the divine nature, the Golden Pot and the mannaiin it would represent the quality of
immortaity, which we are expecting to receive when we get into the kingdom, alife
within ourselves. Aaron’s Rod that Budded represents that we will have ashare asthe
chosen priesthood of God to bring restitution to the world of mankind and help them get
into harmony with God. And the two Tables of the Law represent our privileges with
Jesus the Head the Church as his Body in being mediators of the New Law Covenant,
which will help to establish God' s law here on the earth.
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And so the apostle says in Hebrews 6:19, 20:

“ Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters

into that within the veil.”
So our hopeis pictured by the contents of the Most Holy.

Now, whilewe arein thisHaly, in this“new way of life,” we have pictured to usin the
tabernacle our experiences, which are shown in threefires that are burning
smultaneoudy. Outside the camp, the skin and flesh and dung giving up asmoke, a
gench. The fire representing the trids that come to us as aresult of doing God' swill in
carrying out our covenant of sacrifice. The skin, the flesh and the dung in the case of
Jesus representing his perfect manhood, and in our case our reckoned perfect manhood,
come in contact with the fire and yield, not a sweet perfume, but a stench, showing how
the world will think that we are fools and crazy and visionary, and will be opposing our
course.

At the same time in the court, we have the fat and life- producing organs burning on the
brazen dter, giving up acloud of smoke, which is a sweet savor to God. Thefire
represents the same trids as pictured outside the camp. The fat and life-producing organs
represent our reckoned human perfection and yieding a sweet savor to God.

At the same time in the Holy, the sweet incense is burning on the incense dter. Inthe
type, it was offered only in connection with the blood of the bullock. It was not repeated
in the case of the blood of the Lord’s goat because the Holy and the Most Holy were
aready full of the cloud of theincense. Let ustakein the case of Jesus, histwo hands
full, dl that he could give, representing perfection, his perfect manhood came in contact
with the fire, the same fire because he took that fire from off the Brazen Altar. And there
he crumbled the incense, not on the Sde of the fire to avoid suffering by a compromising
course, but right on thefire, and it yielded, not a smoke, because the cloud of incenseisa
very fine penetrating — well, | don’t know what you cdl it, substance, it isn't even a
substance — but this cdloud of perfume, which could fill the Holy and penetrate the Most
Holy, representing hislove, his obedience, his prayers and his praiseto God. And in our
casg, it pictures how we must crumble on the fire our justified humanity in obedience to
the Father, and oh, how God appreciates that sprit of obedience on our part, and how the
other brethren appreciate it.

Let usnow consder some of the scriptures that describe our new pattern of life, this new
way of life, which we have whilewe are in the Holy. We will center our remarksright
now around Romans 12:12:

" Rgloicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing instant in prayer.”
Let us consder how we are now “rgoicing in hope.” This reminds us of some friends

that, say, are driving to the convention and they have two driversin their car. And they
get to acertain place and the driver says, “let’s change drivers.” So he gets out of the
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driver’s seat and has the second person driving the car from there on. And that would
represent how when we would belong to Jesus Christ, to accept him as our redeemer.
And then the Lord called usto this heavenly calling by showing us the hope of the divine
nature, joint-heirship with Jesus Chrigt, being in that heavenly home, the object of the
Heavenly Father’ s specid love and care, and having the privilege in the Millennid Age

of carrying on the restitution work as judges, kinds and priests. He showed us this
glorious hope, and then showed us the terms — that we have to give up our hope of
restitution, that we have to make a consecration and be baptized into Christ’ s death, to
give up earthly aims and hopes and ambitions wherever they conflict with the divine will.
He dso showed us that he would give us “grace to hdp in time of need,” that we have his
fdlowship, and wisdom from him, that he would make dl things work together for our
good and endble us, if we put forth the effort, to make our caling and dection sure. And
as we counted the cost, and we made up our minds to make this consecration, we changed
drivers. We said that up to now the old will, the will of the flesh has been driving the car,
but now we have anew driver, anew mind or will to do God swill. It started out asa
human will, a new human will, and then the Heavenly Father beget us of His Holy Spirit
s0 that we could understand and desire and gppreciate spiritual things, and we thus
became anew creature in Christ Jesus. And now the new driver decides where the
automobileisto go, whereit isto stop, and the old driver — the old will —isno longer in
control.

Asweread in Romans 8:11,

“ But if the spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His spirit that dwell in
you.”

Now, how much do we vaue this hope? In Romans 8:18 we hear the gpostle say,

For | reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with
the glory that shall be revealed in us.”

And | ask you, how do you reckon this morning? Asyou think of the glorious hope, as
you think of the trials and experiences that you have, don’t those words find an echo in
your heart? Don't you aso say, “I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory that shal bereveded inus” And what a privilege
it is, dear friends, while we are in this Holy, right to the very end of our course, to be
rgoicing in hope.

If you could go into some old people’ s home, some rest home, you would be surprised
how you would find them grieving in frugtration. They’ve logt their youthful vitdity,

they may bein poor physica or mentad health, they may be poor and once they wererich,
they may have no more friends when once they had many friends and many loved ones.
Life has become a hard, tiresome, last experience. But dear friends, even if you and | get
old, even if welose our hedth, even if welose our relativesin desth or otherwise, even to
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the end of our course, we have the hope of coming into that kingdom, we have a
redization of God' s tender love for us, and we can rgoice in hope down to the very end.

Thenit says, “...patient in tribuation.” | remember when | was aboy and my mom
would get out the winter underwear a the beginning of winter, usualy woolen underwear
that had an itch to it, and it wouldn't be long before we would be scratching our arms and
scratching our legs or back, they were dl full of itches. And that reminds you of a
person who is not patient in tribulation, he doesn't like this, he doesn't like that, and this
iswrong and that iswrong, and he is continually itching, whereas we should be patient in
tribulation The object of our cheerful endurance isto help us develop Chrigtian love. As
we read in Romans 8:29:

“For whom He did foreknow, He dso did predestinate to be conformed to the image of
His son that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.”

| like the way Brother Russell brings out in the 6 volume, where he likensit to a
racecourse. The gate represents duty love, we are grateful to God for His blessings, we
fedl we ought to make a consecration and we ought to love the brethren because God tells
US 0.

And then we go on to the first quarter mark, where we see how beautiful and how
wonderful is Hislove and righteousness and mercy and goodness. Then we see how our
Heavenly Father hasthat character, and we love Him because Heis love and kind and
tender. Oh, thisis so beautifully brought out in Jeremiah 9:23,24:

“ Thus saith the Lord, let not the wise man glory in His wisdom, neither let the mighty
man glory in hismight, let not the rich man glory in hisriches, but let himthat glorieth,
glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that | a the Lord which exercised
loving kindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth, and in these things | delight,
saith the Lord.”

Sometimes we are taking aride in our automobile, and we get to a curve in the road, and
we say, “Look how beautiful that scenery is out there ahead of is, isn't that wonderful.”
And s0 when we get to the first quarter mark we say, “How loving, how wonderful, how
good our God is. lsn't it good that we can have a God that we can love just because Heis
S0 good to us, and not smply because of what he has done for us!”

We cometo the second quarter mark, wherethereisahatred of snand a
quickening for righteousness. Thethird quarter mark, love and appr eciation for
the brethren. We now seethem as new creatures, and we overlook the weaknesses
of theflesh. It reminds me of a phonograph record. Supposeyou had a
phonograph record, and you had a very good singer that was singing the song. But
astherecord was playing, you could hear the needle click on account of the crack in
therecord, and you could hear the scratches because the grooveswereworn. And
asyou listened to that record with the scratches and the clicks, you wouldn’t say,
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“My, what a poor singer that man is, just listen to all that scratching and clicking!”
No, you would say, “Hasn’t that man a beautiful voice, isn't that a wonderful song,
too bad he has such a poor record to play it through.” And so, dear friends, in our
testimony meetings, and in our contact with the brethren, we look at their hearts
and we say, “Hasn't that brother or sister a beautiful spirit of Christ, such patience,
such zeal for theLord, and humility. Too bad they have poor recordsto sing
through.” And we say, “ That’sjust theway it iswith my record, too. | am glad that
God islooking into my heart and judging me accor ding to the spirit of the new mind
and not accor ding to the defects of the old record and theinfirmities of the flesh.”

Then we go on to the fourth quarter mark, love for the enemies. At one of our Berean
meetings, our dear Sster Joy Kandel asked the question, “Why islove for our enemies the
fourth quarter mark? Isthat supposed to be a higher love than our love for God and our
love for the brethren?” Oh no, that isn’t the reason why it is the fourth quarter mark. Itis
because it takes longer to get to. It isawhole ot easier to love the people that are good
to you than those that step on your toes, those that are your enemies. But we must have
such alove. We should be able to see any good pointsthat are in our enemies; they are
not adl bad points. We should be heartily willing to do them good, we should bear no
grudge againgt them in return for their hatred. We are not to let any bitternessdwell in

our hearts, ingtead sympathy and pity.

To what extent can we be overcomers? Not flesh perfection, but we will try to be there
as near as possible, because we should have perfect love in our hearts. What kind of
sacrificers should we seek to be? Joyful, willing sacrificers. Only such get the ultimate
blessngs.

| remember a couple of yearsago; | read a condensed story in the Reader’s Digest
on the subject of the“DuneBoy.” Some boy would vist his grandfather on hisfarm
and lived near the dunesaround Lake Michigan in northern Indiana. Hewasthere
for the summer, but it was understood that he was to help with thework on the
farm. And one morning he said to Grandpa, “What am | supposed to do today?”
And hisgrandpa said, “Wéll, you can pick the onion patch, if you have a mind to.”
But that morning the boy stretched out on thelawn. It wasa nice, warm day, with a
little breeze blowing. He could see the white, low clouds lazily moving along in the
sky, and he stretched himself out, and oh, it felt so good. He stayed there until
lunchtime. Then, after lunch, he said, “Well, Grandpa said | can pick the onion
patch, if | haveamind to. | just don’t haveamind to, | think I will go fishing this
afternoon.” Wdl, when Grandpa got home, the boy was taken out into the
woodshed and given a spanking. And the boy said, “But you said | wasto pick the
onion patch, if I had amind to! Why areyou spanking me?’ Thegrandma said, “I
am not spanking you because you didn’t pick the onions, | am giving you the
spanking because you didn’t have the mind to do it!”

Well, dear friends, it isthe same way with us. If we haven’t the mind to carry out

our consecr ation, to lay down our livesin the Lord’sservice, to appreciate our
privileges of service and come to the meetings, and so on, because we loveto doit,
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we are going to lose out. Not so much because of what we did, but because we
haven’t the spirit full of full obedienceto our Heavenly Father.

“Now the just shall live by faith, but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no
pleasurein him.”

What about patience in the little trids? Isit necessary to be patient in the little trid s?
Why not just wait until | get the big ones and be patient there? No, we read in Jeremiah.
12:15:

“1f thou hast run with the footmen and the weary feet, how canst thou contend with the

horses.”

That is, if you can’'t win the battle with the infantry, how can you win a battle with the
cavary. Inother words, if we overcome and try to be patient in the little things, then we
will be able to overcomein the big things.

| remember in the office, we used to say, if you get in the habit of scribbling
memorandums any which way on pieces of paper, and just scribble it down cardedy,
then you will get the habit when you have got a big report to make, to haveit al doppy
and scribbly. But if you are careful in the little memorandums to be neet, you will find
that when you have a big report to make, it will be neat. And how true that is with our
overcoming. If we are careful in the little things to overcome, then our lifeasawhole
will be orderly and Chrigt-like and loving.

Then we have, “Beingtant in prayer.” To havethe Lord aways answer our prayers, we
must comply with John 15:7:

“1f ye abide in me and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be
done unto you.”

In an accident, timeis an important element, to get to adoctor quickly. How long should
we wait, if we get in atrid before we call for help from the Lord? We should be ingtant
in prayer, immediately cal on our Heavenly Father to give us the necessary grace to help.

Y ou know sometimes when some mother gets lonesome for her daughter, she might call
her up on along distance telephone just to talk to her. Prayer with usislikealong
distance telephone. Anytime you can cal up our Heavenly Father and have fellowship
with Him, and ask Him for advice, and wisdom, and strength and grace to help.

| like to think of Exodus 33:11, where it says.

“ The Lord spake unto Moses face to face as a friend speaketh unto a friend.”

And | liketo think in prayer that | am talking to God face to face, asafriend spesksto a
friend.
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Then we cease from our own works in this holy condition.

“For hethat is entered into His rest, he also has ceased from his own works, as God did

fromhis.”

We cease from trying to judtify oursdves, we now rest in the finished work of Chrigt.

We rest from works of salfishness, to rest in works of love and obedienceto God. W rest

adsoin aredization that God is making al things work together for our good. We get
that “cared for” feding that God is caring for us, that he is a stream, that no experience

can pass that stream, the stream of God' s gpprova and scrutiny to see that the experience

will befor our highest spiritud wdfare. HE |l not let anything pass that stream without
his passing on it, and therefore we know that al things are working together for good.

We ds0 learned to be thankful to our Heavenly Father in this holy condition, rooted and
built up in Him, and established in the faith, which we have been taught, abounding
therein with thanksgiving.

We a0 seek to overcome the works of the flesh. We have a scripture in 1 Corinthians
13:5 that says, “Loveisnot eadly provoked.” Some like the Diaglott trandation, “Love
isnot provoked.” But | like better thistrandation: “Loveisnot easily provoked,”
because it meansthat every little thing doesn’t upset you, but you are seeking to be an
overcomer and to be sweet-tempered.

Brother Russdll in a manna comment recently told us three forms of ill temper. One was
fretfulness, being annoyed when things do no go our way, taking little things too
serioudy, not easily adapting to obstacles. Then he says, “taciturnity.” That isabig
word for meaning to sulk. If you don’t have things your way, you are just going to sulk.
And easlly hurt or offended, you dways have to be handled with kid gloves.

Now, deer friends, we arein this new way of lifein the Holy. We are rgjoicing in hope,
patient in tribulation and ingtant in prayer. We are seeking to overcome the world, the
flesh and the devil and to grow in Chrigtian character, and at the same time, we are
resting in God' s love and carefor us.

O, how we love this new way of life.

May the Lord add His blessing.
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Topic: Meetings

“With usisthe Lord our God to Help”
Symposum

“Through Meetings and Study”
Brother Danid J. Morehouse, Chicago IL
(Spoken August 5, 1956)

The setting for our theme text isfound in the dramatic story of the Assyrian army
besieging Jerusalem, as recorded in 2 Chronicles, the 32" chapter. We note
especially the second verse, “ And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib was come
and that he was pur posed to fight against Jerusalem.” The story goeson to tell us
that King Sennacherib had heard in some way that Hezekiah was trusting in his

god, Jehovah, to protect Jerusalem. He may have had spies who gave him this

report, or he may have questioned some captured soldiers. But in some way, he
learned that Hezekiah trusted Jehovah to protect Jerusalem.

And evidently thisking said to himsdlf, “Wdll, I'll write a letter to Hezekiah. | will

write several lettersto him and | will frighten him. | will tell him how big | am and

how little heis, and that his confidencein Jehovah God islike a drowning man who
grabsat a straw and yet sinks anyway.”

And sowereadin 2 Chronicles 32:17: “Hewrote also lettersto rail on the Lord
God of Israel and to speak against him saying, As the gods of the nations of other
lands have not delivered their people out of my hand, so shall not the god of
Hezekiah deliver his people out of mine hand.”

Now naticethe contrast. Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the prophet did not send
back boasting letter to Sennacherib saying how big they were and how surethey
werethat God would give them protection. Instead of that, they got down on their
kneesand prayed to God. They knew that they needed God'’s help, and they also
knew that if they cameto the Lord humbly and meekly and asked for Hishelp in
prayer, God would answer ther prayers.

So they prayed, aswe read in the 20" verse, “ And for this cause Hezekiah the king
and the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz prayed and cried to heaven.” How did
God answer this prayer? He sent an angel, probably a sandstorm or a pestilence,

to rout the Assyrians. Asweread in the 21% verse, “ And the Lord sent an angel,
which cut off all the mighty men of valour, and the leaders and captainsin the
camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned with shame of face to his own land.
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And when he was come into the house of his god, they that came forth of his own
bowels slew him there with the sword.”

In the Reprints on page 3582 is the poem by the famous poet Byron, called the
Assyrian defeat. It readslikethis:

“The Assyrian came down like the wolf on the fold,
And his cohorts were gleaming in purple and gold.
Like the leaves of the forest when summer isgreen
That host with their banners at sunset were seen.
That host on the morrow lay withered and strown.
Like the leaves of the forest when autumn hath blown,
For the angel of death spread his wings on the blast,
And breathed in the face of the foe as he passed.
And thetentswere all silent, the bannersaong,

The lances uplifted, the trumpets unblown.

And the might of the Gentile, unsmote by the sword
Has melted like snow in the glance of the Lord.”

Now in 2 Chronicles 32:6-8, we read the speech that Hezekiah had made to help the
people overcometheir fearsand be prepared for battle.

“And he set captains of war over the people, and gathered them together to himin the
street of the gate of the city, and spake comfortably with them, saying, Be strong and
courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the
multitude that iswith him: for there be more with usthan with him.” Now notice this
next verse, “ With himisthe arm of flesh; but with usisthe Lord our God to help us,
and to fight our battles. And the people rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah,
king of Judah.”

“With usisthe Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles.” What lessonis
therein thisfor us? We do not have to fight against an army of soldiers. No, but
our warfareis against the world, the flesh and the devil. As wereadin 2
Corinthians 10:4, “ For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty
through God to the pulling down of strongholds.” Someone would say, but we
don’t receive railing letters from some king, like Sennacherib! No, but we do
receive suggestions that we are like drowning man grasping at a straw in expecting
any help from Jehovah.

But we know that we can trust Jehovah, just as Hezekiah knew that he could trust
the Lord. We lay hold on the promisesin God’ s word, like for instance 2
Corinthians 2:14: “ Now thanks be unto God, which causeth usto triumph in
Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of is knowledge by usin every place.”
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Jude 24: “ Now unto himthat is able to keep you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.”

Like Hezekiah and Isaiah, we know that we need help from the Lord, and we
cometo him in prayer, and he does answer our prayers. We think of Jesus as he
stood before the tomb of Lazarus and said in John 11:42: “ And | knowest that
thou hearest me always.” And so dear friends, hetold usin John 15:7 how we can
aways have the Lord answer our prayers. “ If ye abide in me and my words abide
in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you.”

Now my section of the symposium isto tell how the Lord uses meetings and
studiesto help us.

Let’ s take the testimony meetings, as an agency of the Lord to help us overcome
and to grow in Christian character. 'Y ou know, sometimes we feel like a sponge
that isfull of water. Just pressit alittle bit, and the water runs out fast. And so
sometimes at the testimony meetings we' re just bubbling over, and ready to testify
and tell of the Lord’ s goodness and grace to us, our experiences during the week,
and how he hashelped us and of our inmost desiresto do Hiswill. Other timeswe
might feel like a sponge that has no water in it, you squeeze it and no water comes.
And so, we may be in the testimony meetings, we just don’t fedl like testifying,
like adry sponge.

But those who take the testimony for the week, the Thursday morning text and
comments and think about it all during the week and catch their experiences along
the lines of the text, when it comes to Wednesday evening, they’re like the sponge
that isfull of water, doesn’t take much and they are ready to get up and testify,
because they have been watching their experiences, they have been praying along
the line of the text. And asarule, the one who doesn’t watch his experiences
along the lines of the text for the week might be alittle like that dry sponge, alittle
harder to think up what to say.

But | can imagine someone saying, but | am one of those people that read the text
Thursday morning, it dips out of my mind, and | never think about it again until
the testimony meeting on the following Wednesday night, and | havetoread it to
find out what itis. How isit that some can remember that text al during the week
and then have experiences along that line? How do you do it? Let me suggest to
you one easy way to do it, which | have found very helpful to me. Each month |
cut out of the Dawn with a scissors that little section called the “Weekly Prayer
Meeting Texts.” | put that dip of paper in my manna as a bookmark, and each
morning when | read the mannatext and comment, from thisslip | read the text for
the week, and | have found that to be an easy and helpful way to remember the
Thursday texts all during the week.
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President Teddy Roosevelt was a hard working man. And he was once asked the
guestion, “How do you do it? Sometimes you have some jobs that ook so hard
and boresome, and yet you plow right through it.” He said, “I look on those jobs
as apleasurable game and it is no more a boresomejob, it is something that | am
interested in.”

| find that if you makeit a pleasurable game to watch your experiencesduring the

week along the line of the Thursday morning text, you will find pleasurein doing it,

you will find yoursdf absorbed in it, and when the testimony meeting comes around

on Wednesday, you will fedl that that spongethat isfull of water, doesn’t take much
to squeeze out a testimony.

Someone will say, “Well, | go to atestimony meeting sometimes and an hour
afterwards, | can’t remember the different testimonies that were given.” Well you
know, that reminds me of how sometimes you have a sudden shower. Everything
getswatered. An hour afterwards, thereisno sign of rain at all. But the flowers
have been refreshed from that rain, the blessing lingers and so, even if you can’t
remember the testimony meeting, all the different remarks that are made, the
blessings of that testimony refresh your heart and linger with you.

Mediations also are ahelp in overcoming. Weread in Psalms 63:5-7: “ My mouth
shall praise thee with joyful lips: when | remember thee upon my bed, and
meditate on thee in the night watches. Because thou hast been my help, therefore
in the shadow of thy wingswill | rejoice.”

Someone will say, “Oh, | don’t have experienceslikethat. When | goto deep at
night, | put my head on the pillow, and I’'m adeep. How can | stay up all during the
night thinking about the Lord?” Well, dear friends, the beds herewerereclining
chairsand the night watches started at six o’'clock. One thought isthere were six
watches during the night, each two hourslong. What he meant wasthat at night,
when | got through with my work, after supper, | would mediate upon theLord and
Hisword. We can meditate at home, or we can meditate with friends at the
meetings. But when we do, we become joyful, asthistext putsit, and werest in the
Lord’ slove and goodnessfor us.

Study meetings are a help, especially if we have agood leader and one of the
Scripture Studies as atextbook. Platform talks are agreat help. Private studies
areahelp. So meetings and mediations are used by the Lord to help usto be
overcomers and grow in the fruits and graces of the spirit.

May the Lord add His blessing.
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“Turn Not Again to Folly”
Brother Arthur Newdl, San Antonio, TX
Spoken August 4, 1956

In considering passages of scripturethat might fit in particularly with the
convention program in general and be of spiritual benefit to all of us, we came upon
Psalms 85:8. Wefind that the King James and the American Standard and Revised,

and the L eeser with dight modification and the German Elberfelder all present
exactly the same thought.

And then certain othersin the last part present alittle bit different thought, but in most
respects, the same. So since the King James does seem to carry the thought of a number
of accurate trandations, we will read that.

Psalm 85:8: “ 1 will hear what God, the Lord, will speak, for he will speak peace unto His
people and to His saints (or pious ones, according to Leeser), only let them not turn again
to folly.”

Therearefour very important lines of thought in this passage, possibly more, but at
least these four areworthy of note, and we would like to touch on each of them for a
few moments.

The first would be the prophet’ s determination to hearken unto God’ s word, to His
message. The second point would be arecognition of the contents of that message, for
obvioudy it wouldn't be of particular significance to hearken unto a message unlesswe
recognized the contents. The third point, built upon the other two, is aredization that the
message was given for God' strue people, for Hissaints. Thefourth and last isin the
form of apointed warning, awarning not to turn back to fally, that is, to the foolish
attitudes, standards and beliefs that God' s people held before they became His saints.

So often we find that coupled with messages of spiritud up-building and deep
sgnificance, thereisawarning either in the midst of it or dlosdy associated with it. We
are convinced that it isn't of much value to us to take the other portions, unless we dso
give heed to the warning because the gpostles and the prophets put those in there by
ingpiration. And when they put anything in there by inspiration, you and | will never
develop spiritudly to the point where we can afford to overlook them.

Let us consder for amoment the fird, the determination to hear or to hearken to God's
message. Theword “shaumau” in the Hebrew trandated “hear” redly means much more
than to hear, wefind; at least asit iscommonly used. “Hearken” is much more closdy
the thought carried in the origind. Strong’s and Y oung’ s Concordances indicate thet it
includes congderation and obedience to the message, the fulfillment of one's
respongbility to that which has been heard. So when the prophet says that he was
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determined to hearken unto that message, we can see that his determination carried with
itawholelot. And that which was his determination may very well be yours and mine.

Thinking back, brethren, how many things have we heard that were represented as being
the true message of God? No doubt most of us, at least, have heard many, many different
things and in many instances, we were associated with various things that purported to be
the message of God, before we findly learned what the message redlly was.

But we find that they were weeded out for various reasons, as we tried to prove them by
the scriptures as far as we were able to do at that time. Then, when God saw that we
were ready, he overruled things in such amanner so that we came in contact with
something that was very different from anything we had heard before. God'sword, we
found, to be not contradictory but harmonious, when it was properly and rightly divided.

Wil, what harmonized it? We know that there have been two different things that have
been emphasized by our dear Brother Russdll throughout his ministiry.  Those two things
basicaly harmonized the scriptures. Thefirst was the Divine Plan of the Ages, the

second was the divine character, God' s holy character, and the four attributes that go to
make up that character. And when we came to an understanding of those two things, the
Divine Plan of the Ages and the four attributes of God' s character, the scriptures just
seemed to drop into place like they had never done before. So aswe go onin our yearsin
serving the Lord, we want to make sure that nobody is undermining any phase of that

plan, nor any phase of God' s character. Because, if we permit that, our daysin the Truth
are numbered.

What we learned of His plan and character caused us to change from just plain hearers of
the word to believers, and more than believers, to doers. We wanted to prove dl things
and hearken to that which we had proved. And s0 a sense of responsbility to the truth
that we had learned grew within us. Those things didn’t come overnight, but they
developed as we went on further and further in the truth. Of course anyonewho is
sincere receives a certain amount of blessing from contact with God' s word, whether he
understands what he hears or not. Untold millions have received much good in this
manner. We recognize that, and this fact has been expressed in the well-known saying
that the Bible isthe “torch of civilization.” Of courseit is, it couldn’t help but be to
anyone who is honest a heart. And so alarge proportion of those who have comein
contact with it have received more or lessablessing in proportion to their earnestness and
honesty of heart.

But so much of it has been very casual contact, and they wer e content to haveit

casual. A large portion of those who have had a certain amount of experience with
the scriptures have been deceived, asit were, by the idea that certain professions
and contactswith Hisword makes Christians out of them, and guaranteesthem an
access to heaven at theinstant of death. We might say that they feel they havea

valid insurance policy; as one or two have facetiousy expressed it, maybethey
thought they were buying fireinsurance. But whether it hasfireinsurance or any
other form of insurance- that wastheir idea of their contactswith the scriptures.
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They thought that by joining a group and professing to believe certain things, they
were sureto besaved. Of course, we arethankful that the Heavenly Father in His
plan has so arranged it that in due time they will be awakened and receive a full
opportunity of salvation. But we feel that we have progressed beyond that point,
but sometimes we have to watch out to see that we don’t step backwar ds, when we
think we are stepping farther forwards. But if we haverested with that state of
mind that said that we had an insurance policy in our pocket, and that we didn’t
have to worry, we never would have been heretoday, brethren, because asfar aswe
know thereisn’t a single brother sdling any form of insurance from this platform.
In fact, we all recognize that the L ord has never authorized anybody to sell such
insurancein Hisname.

Our Lord said in John 4:24, “ God is a spirit and they that worship Him must wor ship
Himin spirit and intruth.” Againin John 831, 32: “ Then said Jesus unto those Jews
which believed on Him, if ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciplesindeed, and ye
shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” Brethren, it isonly through
scripturd truth that we are made freg; it is only the truth that gives freedom and sanctifies
us. As has been emphasized by various brethren from time to time in these conventions
through the years gone by; error never sanctifies, error never leads to freedom; but to
bondage, no matter how deceptive it might be. So it is only through scripturd truth that
we are ever made free or can continue to be free. It isonly through continued holding

fast to dl of these truths that we have recaived that we can remain in that condition of
freedom.

To the extent that we have proved any doctrine individualy to be scripturd truth and to
the extent that we have proved our loyalty to it, to that extent we are free in Christ today.
When any brother or sster bdittles the important of that which we have proved to be
scripturd truth, he or sheis acting as an agent of the Adversary, an agent of theworld's
grestest deceiver, whether it has been done knowingly or whether that agent himself has
first been deceived.

And to the extent that we let any such truth pertaining to God's plan or to God' s character
dipinour livesand in our minds, we are losing freedom in Chrigt to that extent. To use
the term libera-minded in connection with such thinking as indifference to the

importance of doctrine or the indifference to the spirits manifested is letting a very fdse
line of thinking get into our minds, and it can only poison us spiritudly.

Itisjust asfdse, brethren, to say that what we believe isn't important, asit isto say that
when aman dies he is more dive than he ever was. It isjust another form of deception
that the Adversary isfoisting upon many of the Lord's dear people a this time, we have
found. Solet us never permit loyalty to family or to friends come before or interfere with
our whole-hearted loydty to the scripturd truths that we have received, nor to
righteousnessin its every form.

In Proverbs 23:23, it is summed up in these words. “ Buy the truth and sell it not, also
wisdom and instruction and understanding.” Brethren, we bought the wonderful
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privilege or receiving God' s precious truth, when we came to him in full consecretion.
And thereis no other way in which we could buy that. And since that time He has been
setting it out before us as it has become due, in due season, and as He seesthat we are
individudly prepared to receive the different steps. In this respect, especialy, He has
been very, very patient and understanding with us. No doubt every one of uswoud say
that he couldn’t begin to count on his hands over and over again the number of timesthe
Lord has been patient with him. And we stand in the forefront in numbers of those times
a which the Lord has been very patient and long-suffering. And we do desire to express
our deep and continued appreciation to Him for that patience and long-suffering.

But brethren, if we permit any of these things to come before our loyaty to His truth and
righteousness and to stay there, eventualy the day will come when the Lord's patience
will cometo an end. If we let those things continue, then we will have sold that birthright
that we have a the present time and to that extent, we will have sold that much of the
truth, and that is contrary to His express command in the scriptures. We do not sl
things of vaue, brethren, unless we expect to receive something of gregter vauein
exchange for that which we have sold. So, if we let such things as persond loyalty to
business interests, persond friends, to family, and so on come before that, we are saying
by our acts that we vaue those things more highly than we value the Lords
righteousness, justice and love. May we never come to that point, brethren.

But no one has come to that point overnight. It has been a gradud weaning and
weskening process in spiritual meatters,

The second point we would like to congder is the recognition of the contents of that
message to which the prophet said he would hearken. And we redlize that he was
speaking for you and me, when he spoke those words. It is one thing to recognize and
confessthat the Bible is God' s word and His message. That might be termed
“recognition” in the abstract sense. But to recognize and to prove from the scriptures
what the contents of that message are is quite another matter. That requires rightly
dividing the word of truth, it means putting and kegping onesdlf more and more in the
background, it means putting the word of truth more and more in the foreground. And
we can only do that, as we develop an increasing love for the truths given us of our
Heavenly Father and through our Lord Jesus.

The wordsin James 2:19 express this point and emphasize how much more than plain

belief isinvolved, if we are acceptablein God' s sight. We quote, “ Thou believest that
thereisone God. Thou doest well. The devils also believe and tremble.”  In the context
he says, in effect, don’t stop there, don't stop there; go on and prove by your works that
you redly believe dl that you profess. That iswhat the Apostle Jamesis saying when we
examine the context of that passage. For usit means, proving dl things and holding fast

to every part of that message from the time that we once proved it to be redlly scriptura

truth.

Isthat dl there isto arecognition of the content of that message? Reading in Isaiah
1:18,19: “ Come now and let us reason together, saith the Lord; though your sins be as
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scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool, if ye bewilling and obedient.” He putsthat in. Thesetermswe find to be

presented to God' s typical people. They had to reason together with God in order to

learn what His message for them was.

Aganinlsaah 8:20: “To the law and to the testimony, if they speak not according to
thisword, it isbecause thereis no light in them.”  All daimsto any message being from
God had to be proved by the standards of Hisword. Has anyone claming to be of God's
antitypical people today any right to fed that these terms are any less strict and true, asif
these standards could be weakened or relaxed to any extent? Nay, brethren, when we
consider the greater promise of reward to God' s people of the Gospel Age, we redize that
we should expect the terms to be even dtricter than they were to the typical people.

InActs 17:2: “And Paul, as his manner was reasoned with them out of the scriptures.”
Asan inspired gpodtle, he did not say, “Now you listen to me, | am one of the twelve
gpostles” No, he never took any such attitude when he was presenting the truths of the
scriptures to them. He reasoned with them out of the scriptures, out of those writings that
they all recognized to be God' s words to His people.

These Bereans were not of the type that is aways looking for something new from glib
tongues and people that kind of “ patted them on the back” and told them how good they
were. When our brethren of the Berean ecclesia accepted anything, they knew very
definitely whet they were accepting and the scripturd basis on which they accepted it.
Persond loyalties, worldly education and smooth sounding phrases found no place to
Settlein their minds and hearts. And we respect them for it today. The contents of God's
message were truly yea and amen to those earnest Bible Students at Berea, and it is il
S0 to the earned Bible Students of the Berea of today, brethren; His word is the fina
answer, regardless of how smooth sounding anybody’ s message may be, whether it be
from the platform, or whether it bein abible study, or whether it be in private
conversations, it isthe “thus saith the Lord” that has dl the answers.

Conditionsin their day and ours were, in many respects, bascaly the same. Thecdl to
follow in Jesus footsteps to sacrifice earthly rights and privileges was exactly the same
asitisinour day. The three basic classes of opponents were the same - the world, the
flesh, and the devil. Wefind the flesh an awful problem, many times much more of a
problem than theworld. And we think that, as the brethren go on in years, the world will
have less and less attraction for them, but the flesh we have dways with usto the very
end of the way, brethren.

The mystery of iniquity was dready a work among those Berean brethren and the other
ecclesias back there, according to Paul. Asweread in

2 Thessdlonians 2:7, (and we sometimes fed that al of uswould do well to reed the first
two chapters of 2 Thessaonians much more often and much more thoroughly than we do)
the effect would be to deceive those who receive not the love of the truth. And notice he
says, “thelove of THE truth,” not just “the love of truth.” It isthe love of “the truth,” the
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various features of truth that the gpostles, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit brought
out for the early church and aso for the feet members of the church.

Thisis quite in contrast with those who would attain unto savation through sanctification
of the spirit and belief of the truth. Again, belief of “the truth,” according to the
scriptures. That was the same then, and it isto this very day among us. And we learned
thisfrom God'sword. But do we believeit, even if we learned it once? Do our livesand
our loyalty to the truth and to the scriptures prove that we believe it? Or are we talking
out of “both sdes of our mouth,” to use a current day term?

We cannot help but wonder what may have happened in that Berean ecclesia, when some
misguided brother or sister proposed to them that they accept a pilgrim or an elder or a
teacher or some brother who belittled the importance of some doctrine taught by the
gpostles and the other faithful eldersat that time. Those attitudes were present among
those brethren under the name of liberdity and so-cdled brotherly love, even asthey are
among the brethren today. And thereisalot that passes for brotherly love that just
doesn’'t sand a very close ingpection from the scriptures. 1t isalove of sorts, yes, and if
we are tisfied for the various earthly forms of love as a subdtitute for the fully unselfish
principle of love that is given us throughout the scriptures so frequently, wel then we are
going to “buy” something other than the truth. But if it is awholehearted, unsdfish love
for our Heavenly Father, for His character and for that plan that revedls His character,
then we are going to be very, very careful what we accept, whether it be in the name of
justice, wisdom, love, power, or anything ese.

Do you suppose that those Berean brethren might have said, “Wadll, you can stay and Sit
among us as brethren, if you want to, and discuss the scriptures with us, but if you ingst
upon getting up on the platform, well thereisalittle place over there known as Mars Hill
(Acts 17:22) that is just your type, how about going over there and doing your talking?’
We have standards from the scriptures that we have found for our own platforms. We are
not responsible for what goes on a Mars Hill. Do you suppose that some of these
brethren with their pet ideas and hobbies and al the wisdom that they discovered they
have exclusvey, do you suppose that they might have received some such invitation as
that from our dear brethren of Bereg, if they got too persistent about wanting to get up
and make the brethren responsible for what they taught? We have wondered onthat an
umber of times when some of our difficult experiences have come dong.

The Berean brethren knew well the importance of Jesus words, as recorded in John 7:16,

17: “ My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me. If any man will do Hiswill, he shall
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether | speak of myself.” When we get
an ideathat we think darifies or improves upon any commonly recognized festure of

present truth, do we go firgt to some of our present day Berean brethren privately and ask
them to andlyze it in the light of al scripture known to them? Isthat the course that we

pursue when we get some of these “hot flashes’ in our minds? Also, do we humbly ask

the Lord in prayer to guide us and through the mouths of some of those brethren to show

us whether these things redlly are true, or whether they are just afigment of our own,

persond imagination with a little assstance from powers of this world?
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Or on the other hand, do we nurse that pet idea aong and gppreciate it ourselves more
and more, as we begin to nurse it some, and then do we eventualy dash out on some
available platform, regardless of whereit is, and adso dash out in print and announce that
we have discovered some important new light, of course with the implication that we are
smarter than our brethren and maybe it would be agood ideaif they recognized usin that
condition?

That is an awfully strong temptation, brethren, particularly if somebody comes around
after adiscourse and butters your ears up alittle bit, you know. Excusethe dang
expression but having had that experience atime or two and having talked with many of
the brethren 4till longer in the truth than we are, who have had smilar experiences, we
have recognized that it isamighty dangerousthing. It isso easy to get the idea that
“well, maybe | am alittle smarter, maybe that was a pretty good idea | had.” But,
brethren, there is one who iswaiting fright there to take ingtant advantage of it. Let’s not
permit him to do any such thing with us

On the other hand, let uslook at Jesus. He set the examplein that asin dl dse, saying
that his doctrine was not his own, neither could he do anything of himsdlf. Areweredly,
brethren, true or are we just nomina followers of Christ Jesus? That is aquestion that we
have to answer between ourselves and the Lord, primarily, but it is a question that can
deserve frequent repetition.

A moment ago, we mentioned Mars Hill as a place, where dmost any idea could get a
hearing, and at this gathering place of those who prided themsdlves on their liberd-
mindedness; there was a marked exception. And it isrecorded in Acts17. We would
like to mention a point or two on that. We know that the Apostle went there, not to find
or to found an ecclesa of Bible students on Mars Hill, but to seeif there might be a
hearing ear for the fundamenta teachings of doctrine of scripturd truths. Well, what did
he find? Wasit the true liberdity of the Berean Christians? And, incidentaly, way back
in 1880 something Brother Russdll said gave us alittle advise that we have had occasion
to think on frequently. He said, “The best form of liberdity” he knew of was where “the
scriptures were broad, we should be broad and where the scriptures were narrow, we
should be narrow.”  If anybody else knows a better way of defining red liberdity and
real narrow-mindedness, we would like to see it.

Will, did the Apostle Paul find the true liberdity of the Berean Chrigtian there on Mars

Hill? He spoke about one of the most important doctrines of the Bible next to the

ransom. |t was the doctrine of the resurrection. And reading Acts 17:18, 31, and 32:

“ And some said, what will this babbler say; other some, he seemeth to be a setter forth of
strange gods, because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. He hath
appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom
he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men in that he hath raised
himfromthe dead.” That wasapretty sraight and fundamenta doctrine. That wasn't

what some of them say, oh that was just interpretation. Even the mogt liberd minded

today have to admit that the ransom and the doctrine of the resurrection are mighty
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fundamentd doctrines to any one who expects to be a Chrigtian. And what did they say,
“Some mocked and other said, we will hear thee again on this matter.” That’s what
liberdity iswhen it is sort of asmooth, polished up affair. To beliberd on everything
except when draight truth gets in there and then, oh, how they howl. But afew among
the worldly wise and the followers of the heathen and the Jewish religion did believe.
And those few among the heathen of that day who had the hearing ear became fellow-
brethren of the Berean Bible Students of that day.

Well, we find that the Apostle Paul knew well how to bring out the difference between
true and false liberaity and true, scriptura doctrine and that which only purported to be
such. But brethren, we have to go on, taking another step before we get the full benefit of
this passage in Psalms 85:8. The third point was aredlization that the message was given
for God' s true people, for hissaints. And we note that it was one of God' s consecrated
saints of the Jewish Age, the prophet, who expressed his determination to hearken to the

message.

This seems to emphasize the importance of afull consecration, afull consecration of al
who desire to know what God' s word redly teaches. Double-mindednessin any formis
not acceptable to God, no matter what that form may be.

Again reading from James 1.6-8: “ For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven

with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the

Lord; a double-minded man isunstablein all hisways.”

So if we have once proved anything to be scripturd truth, let us be mighty sure to il

hang onto it, and don’t let anyone come adong and convince us that we should sl that
feature of truth. Paul says, “ Thisonething | do.” In 2 Timothy 2.4, heillustratesit in
another very effective way. Speaking of agood soldier of Jesus Chrigt, he says, “ No man

that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of thislife that he may please him who

hath chosen himto be a soldier.” Andyou and | know who chose us to be a soldier of
the cross, don't we?

Moses raised the challenge back there centuries and centuries before. In principle, it was
exactly the same chdlenge. “Whoisonthe Lord’ sside,” he asked in Exodus 32:26.
And that is the question the Lord is asking you and me. Areyou and | onthe Lord’'sside
actudly, not just with our lips? First, before we may reasonably expect to understand the
depths and breadths and heights and lengths of the message of God and the Lord, we
must make up our minds fully and without reservation that we are His, and that we will

do Hiswill only. We are sure that we have done that, brethren, at least most of us here.
But let us be sure that we continue to hold our mind in that same state. Until we have
taken that step and have been accepted in the Beloved, we have no proper basis for
claming to have the mind of Chrigt in order to be able to discern spiritud things, asis
recorded in the second chapter of 1 Corinthians.

In the theme text, the Psamist hastold us, “ God the Lord will speak peace unto His
people.”  And when we come to Him through Christ, we receive peace with God. That
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peace became ours from the moment of our acceptance into Christ. Romans 5:12:

“ Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom also we have access by faith into this grace, wherein we stand and
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.” And you remember the many promises that
Jesus gave us of peace. And we have seen this peace of God develop in the brethren, as
they grow in grace and knowledge and it is a beautiful and awonderful thing to observe
that in the brethren, and with it goes the development of true Chrigtian love.

These graces don't develop just one by one. They al grow together, and findly they just
knit so closely together that there just aren’t any openings between them, wherein the
Adversary can get in to do us any harm spiritudly. That peace is something that we
cannot share with those of closest earthly ties even, unless they be aso brethren in Chrigt.

The Lord permitted us to have an experience recently with one who had delved deeply
into metaphysicad studies. Timewon't permit very much mention of it, but there was a
lesson for usinit. And it was pitiful to see how he would just pop out with thisideaand
maybe contradict it in another ideaa moment later. He was doing that one evening, when
he came to our house and started discussing those things. We kept tossing the scriptures
a him, which didn’'t seem to be gppreciated in some ways, dthough he was honest
enough to admit that there were some good points to them. But he brought out one
particularly wild idea and Sister Newd | asked, “On what scripture do you base that?’
And it was just like somebody stuck apin in aballoon that had been bobbing around in
the wind, down to a dead silence.

Anytime that these ideas get going just try that, “What scripture do you baseit on?” And
just ingst on getting the scriptures. Sometimes you will have to bring out the context,
because they will misapply them. It isawonderfully effective wegpon, brethren, when
somebody brings out thoseideas. But one thing we noticed, but it was afearful lesson to
us, though; that the more we started talking about the dead being actually dead, and that
death was actudly the cessation of life, and that the only hope was through Jesus' ransom
sacrifice and the resurrection, that the cords of his neck just seemed to stand out, and his
face twitched, and his eyes just worked in such a peculiar manner that there wasn't any
doubt about the spirit that had a hold of that individual. And we were very glad when he
left. But the thing that seemed to cause him to leave findly wasjust our throwing one
scripture after another a him and particularly emphasizing the importance of the ransom
and the resurrection of the deed, as the only basis for future life.

We will now turn to our fourth point. That is a pointed warning not to turn back to fally,
to foolish attitudes, standards and beliefs that various ones had held before becoming His
people, before becoming God' s saints. We were in many different forms of belief in
Babylon before we received the truth concerning God' s plan and concerning Hisholy
character.

But the Apostle Paul tells us that the effect of God' s truth, that its sanctifying power in
our livesisto bring usinto unity of the faith, unity of the spirit, and thet it will lead to
development in Christ. And when we have developed aong these lines, we have become
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gpecia targets for Satan and his misguided agents. And those agents, we know, are on
both the spirit and the earthly planes. Many passage of scripture warn of his subtlety,
they are among the “take heeds’ of the scriptures. They warn of the fact that his
ministers will gppear as“angds of light.”

The Apodtle Paul in Acts 20 went to some length in hisfina vist among the Ephesians,
aswe recdl it, to point out that not only of the outsiders would some come who woud
gpesk perverse things, but that of their own salves they would arise, spegking these
perverse things and seeking to draw away men after them. And if | ever ran acrossatime
in the lagt forty years or so when men, and sometimes even ssters were seeking to draw
away men after them, it isthis very timein which we areliving. It is one of the

evidences, at least in our minds, that we are getting closer and closer to the time when the
Lord will findly take us home.

But in mentioning that, we would aso like to express our appreciation to dear Brother
MacAuley this afternoon for emphasizing the fact that the door isn't closed, and when it
is closed, there won't be any confusion about it, any doubt, asthereis a thistime. We
fed that the one thing has done great harm to many brethren in spiritud ways.

A moment ago, we mentioned those noble Chrigtians, our Berean brethren. Let usturn
back to them again in considering this warning with which our text doses. Evidently

there was a separating work back there in the early church, just as much asthereis today,
athough maybe some of the things weren't quite as crucid. Evidently, some were
earnestly seeking truth and were brought into contact with other Bible students. And the
Berean course was toward congtantly more active and more accurate standards of truth.
Other among those of whom it is written, we find were* ever learning and never coming
unto” the accurate knowledge of the truth, according to

2 Timothy 3:7. The King James says, “ unto a knowledge of the truth,” but we find thet
an examination of the concordance and lexicons that the Greek word there trand ated
“truth” is* ever learning and never able to come unto an accurate knowledge of the
truth.” And that is worth nothing because there are alot of people who will talk in
generd terms about the truth and about the plan, who, just as soon as you start talking
about the deeper things like the sin offering, the presence of our Lord, and the fact that it
isthe only basis we have for believing that we have present truth and things like thet,

they say, Ah those are just interpretations, your interpretation s one thing and mineis
another, but it does't make any difference what we believe, we will dl get into the
kingdom anyway. That isn't the way the Apostle Paul spoke, and | am convinced that the
Apostle Paul was much better informed on the subject than even the best Bible Student of
today.

We would like to note one or two things that the Apostle John said. He said, “ They went
out fromus.” Hesays, “ They were not of us, whereasif they had been of us, thy would
no doubt have continued with us, but they went out that it might be made manifest that
they were not all of us.” Truly, brethren, thereis fearful responghbility in connection with
aclear understanding of present truth that we have these days. | am sure that many, if not

al of us, have had sweet as well as bitter experiences along these lines.
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In the last two or three years particularly, we have had some very, very difficult
experiences in this country and overseas of some that had once had more or lessa clear
understanding of the truth and now manifest considerable bitterness and sdlf- gppreciation
toward the things they once, at least professed to, bdieve and support. But on the other
hand, we find some strong, hel pful and encouraging experiences that we have had. We
would like to take just amoment or two in closing to mention one.

Frank and Ernest do their little bit down our way, like they do in many other parts of the
country, and being atown where the Church of Rome is pretty strong, we don't get too
many responses, but we did have some. There was one widow who wrote in and wanted
to know about getting in touch, because she had heard the programs and read some of the
booklets and liked it. And so Sr. Newell contacted her, being the secretary, and we like
to do alittle follow up work within what time we have. And she got interested, she got
the first three volumes and the firgt thing you know, she sold a couple of her friends on

the idea that they were worth reading, too.

Then it got to the point where she wondered, “ Couldn’'t we have aclass?” Eventudly it
worked out that we have a Tuesday night First Volume study and have had for about
three months. We decided on one hour, and we were very careful to hold to that hour.

Y ou know, we hear some brethren today say, “Oh, | don’t know, | get tired of two hours.
One hour isjust about enough for me and maybe 45 minutes would be alittle better.” So
about the second or third meeting, we were informed that unless we had a reason, there
was no reason for closing promptly a 9 o' clock. That the folks next door played
dominoesto 10, 11, 12 o' clock, couldn’'t we give as much time to the Lord as they were
giving to the dominoes. It got on to an hour and a hdf, two hours.

Wi, lo and behold, one evening we mentioned, after afew studies, that we had atape
recording from the Fort Worth convention. “Oh, could we hear that, too?" “Sure, we
will beglad to bring it dong.” We brought a short one, “This Thing is From Me,” that
helped so many of you when it was printed some years back. It was a short one, and we
sad, “let’s not try things too hard.”

Wi, they heard that, and they were just delighted. Since that time Brother Russll
Pollock, Brother Julius Bednarz, Brother Woodworth and Brother Victor Samuels have
al addressed that little class. Sometimes we have an hour to an hour and a half of study
and then an hour’ stape recording. And they ill don’t want to quit. Just last Tuesday
before we left, this Sster said, “Waell, maybe thisis afoolish thought, (we are on the end
of the second chapter in the First Volume) but,” she said, “1 am just wondering ahead,
what will we study when we get through studying thisbook?’ She said, “Y ou know, |
am reading abook called ‘ The Atonement Day,” and | am wondering if that wouldn’t be
agood one.”

Brethren, we see that our timeis up, but this zed, this earnestness puts usto shame. |
don’t make any bones about it. 1f we are wondering if we are exerting ourselves alittle
gtrongly and to see zedl and earnestness and al those things, | tell you, it shows us that
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every time one gets alittle tired of the things that he once gppreciated as truth, he has
somebody right there to pick up where he left off and show somered zed and
earnestness.

In closing, brethren, may we show the zed and earnestness of some of those newly
interested ones.  And we pray to the Lord that we may dl continue to strengthen our
zedl, rather than let it dip. And may we keep that Psam in mind.

Thank you, brethren.



“THE MYSTERY TO THE GENTILES’
Br. Leon H. Norby

We bdlieve that thisis atimely subject because it involves the right of Israel to a homeland, and it
involves the position of the Arabs with relation to Isragl. We fed that this discussion should
enable anyone who believes the Bible to take the right position with respect to Isradl. | think it is
particularly important for the Lord's people to know what the Lord is doing, and as the subject
develops | trust you will agree with me that it is very important.

The Apostle Paul aludes to this mystery to the Gentiles in Romans 11:25: "For | would nat,
brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery lest ye should be wise in your own conceits;
that blindness in part is happened to Isradl, until the fullness of the Gentiles be comein."

| think it iswell for usto consider that there was a mystery to the Jews in the first place. Thisis
pointed out in the Apostle Paul's letter to the Ephesians, chapter 3, verses 3-6: "Now that by
revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as | wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when
ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not
made known unto the sons of men, asit is now reveaed unto his holy apostles and prophets by
the Spirit; (What was this mystery?) That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same
body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel.”

This was the mystery to the Jews. They had trouble comprehending this. Again, in Colossians the
first chapter, verses 25-27: "Whereof | an made a minister, according to the dispensation of God
which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God: Even the mystery which hath been hid
from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints, To whom God would
make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in
you, the hope of glory."

Thiswas a great mystery to the early church, al of whom were Jews to the time of the conversion
of Cornélius. Thisis clear from the chapter of Acts. We know that the Jews had difficulty in
accepting Gentile converts. They felt that they had to become Jews first Jewish proselytes -- and
then they would bein line for the specia blessings. No, that was not God's arrangement.
Skipping over some of these interesting points (the whole 15th chapter is very interesting) and
beginning with the 6th verse -- "And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this
matter (what obligation the Gentiles would have with respect to the law, etc.) And when there
had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that
agood while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the
word of the gospd and believe. And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving
them the Holy Spirit, even as he did unto us; And put no difference between us and them,
purifying their hearts by faith.”

He pleaded very eloquently on this occasion, and he had a specia vision to back him up. (Acts
the 10th chapter) Y ou remember, as he dozed on the rooftop while he was waiting for a meal, he
had avison; and in this vision a sheet was let down from heaven and upon the sheet were all
manner of unclean animals according to the dietary laws of the Jews. And a voice from heaven
commanded him to kill and eat these animals. He, of course, objected. He said, "Never have |
eaten anything that is common or unclean.” And then the voice said, "What God hath cleansed,
call not thou unclean.” And immediately the messengers from Cornelius, a Gentile, came and
asked him to come to them and preach the gospel. That wasn't a coincidence. Y ou couldn't talk
Peter out of the idea that God had given him this specia message and sent him to the Gentiles as
well asthe Jews. So on this occasion he spoke very eloquently on this subject, very convincingly,
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as we come down to those very familiar versesin Acts 15:13-17: "And after they had held their
peace (of course, the testimony of Paul and Barnabas and others was added to that of Peter, but
apparently Peter's testimony was most convincing because James alludes to that particularly)
James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: Simeon (Simon Peter) hath
declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles to take out of them a people for his name.
(Thisisthe gospel church -- the bride takes the name of the bridegroom. James here for the first
time in the early church understood the idea of the high calling in its relationship to the blessing

of al the families of the earth. Notice how he putsit.) And to this agree the words of the
prophets; asit iswritten. (There isno contradiction here, no change in plans. Here we have a
parenthesis that they hadn't calculated on -- that first God would turn to the Gentiles for the
purpose of selecting the church and then he says...) After this| will return and build again the
tabernacle of David, which isfallen down; (there is no question that he is talking about the Jewish
system) and | will build again the ruins thereof, and | will set it up; (we are living in atime when
we are seeing this fulfilled in such a marvelous way -- such a miraculous way) That the residue of
men might seek after the Lord (not just the few that are called to be of the church) and al the
Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth dl these things."

Thisisto bring blessings to all the Gentiles in fulfillment of the promise to Abraham, "In thee and
thy seed (the seed is primarily Christ and his church as shown in Galatians 3) shall all the families
of the earth be blessed." O, what a comprehensive and glorious message thisis! Most of our
nominal church friends believe that when the church is complete God's salvation is al over. But
according to God's plan, and as pointed out so specificaly and beautifully and clearly in

Gaatians 3:8, 16 and 29, when God has completed the church, only the seed of Abraham will be
complete. "And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham’ s seed, and heirs according to the
promise.”

And what was the promise? That the seed of Abraham would bless all the families of the earth.
Wéll, what difference does it make? Wadll, it literally makes aworld of difference. With the
nomina church thought, if the church is al the salvation God has to offer then the world islost --
but, of course, we can't get into that aspect of the subject. We are merely showing here that this
was a great mystery to the Jews, to the believers even -- that the Gentiles could come in and be
accepted along with the Jews. That mystery was resolved for the Jews.

But now we have another one that comes alot closer to home. If the mystery to the Jews was
related to the Gentiles, their prejudice against them and reluctance to accept them in what God
had to offer to the Gentiles, wouldn't it be reasonable (considering now from the standpoint of
reason aone before we go to the Bible) that the mystery to the Gentiles would be with regard to
the Jews -- pregjudice and reluctance to accept the Jews to the full honor and position that God had
to offer? | think that is a reasonable proposition, wouldn't you think so? Y ou know, the Truth
should be reasonable. God said, "Come, let us reason together.” So | think we will find that that
which isreasonableis also scriptural -- that the mystery to the Gentilesis their reluctance to
recognize God's full provision for natura Isragl.

Let's turn to our text again (Romans 11:25) and let's analyze it alittle more closely. "For | would
not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own
conceits (a feeling of superiority, boasting against the natural branches, as he mentions in other
verses. If we areignorant of this mystery, we are going to be putting Israel down and not
recognizing her full position) that blindness in part is happened to Isragl until the fullness of the
Gentiles be comein.”
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What then is the mystery specificaly? |Isthe mystery the fact that Isragl was once in God's favor
and weas later rejected? Isthat a mystery to any Gentile Christians? Don't all denominations
believe that I1srael was once God's people and that they were rejected and the Gentiles were given
specia opportunity to comein - - that natural Israel was blinded to the Gospdl truths? That's not
the mystery.

No, the mystery is very accurately stated here -- the fact that it is only a partia blindness and
more particularly for alimited time, with the implication that when that time expires Isradl is
going to come back to her former glory. Now when you express it that way, how many people
understand it? How many church denominations understand it? And now we can add to the list,
how many Bible Students still understand it or believe it?

Y ou know, amystery is naturally something that is difficult to understand in the first place --
right? And, by the same token, a mystery would be the easiest thing to lose sight of in the whole
repertoire of Present Truth teachings, and it is proving to be so -- this mystery to the Gentiles.

Going back to Genesisto a pair of very remarkable twins, Jacob and Esau -- they are remarkable
in many ways, most particularly because they represent the twin or parale dispensations -- the
Jawish and Gospd ages, spiritud and fleshly Israel and the relationship between spiritua and
fleshly Isradl. In Genesis 27:38 we find that Esau asks a question of his father 1saac who had
aready given the blessing based on the birthright to Jacob: "And Esau said unto his father, Hast
thou but one blessing, my father? (That's what most people seem to think) bless me, even me
also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his voice and wept."

What about this? Did Isaac have only one blessing to give? Did he only have a blessing for
Jacob? Not according to the Apostle Paul --because when he recounts the exploits of the faithful
ancient worthies, he says of Isaac, as recorded in Hebrews 11:20: "By faith Isaac blessed Jacob
and Esau concerning things to come.”

The Apostle Paul was a great Bible student. He knew the Hebrew scriptures better perhaps than
any other writer of the Bible, and so of course when we turn to the Hebrew scriptures about Jacob
and Esau we find that the Apostle Paul was right -- that there was a blessing for both Jacob and
Esau. In Genesis 27:28-29 we have the blessing to Jacob: "Therefore God give thee of the dew
of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine; Let people serve thee, and
nations bow down to thee; be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee:
cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth thee."

That was the promise to Abraham in the first place, and now it was brought down to Jacob --
wasn't it? And it isafact of history that the nations that have persecuted the Jews, and particularly
the individuals, have come to an ignominious end. We might mention a few. There was Haman
and Hitler, and | just wonder if the untimely death of Nasser couldn't be a part of that whole
picture. He died at 50 years of age at the height of his career after lashing out against Isragl,
threatening to drive them into the sea and destroy them as a nation. "l will bless them that bless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”
(Genesis 12:3) That's the way it was expressed to Abraham.

Esau's blessing is recorded in Genesis 27:39-40 following the verse we read earlier, "Hast thou

but one blessing, my father?' "And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, Behold thy
dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from above.
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Y ou know, that's all Esau ever wanted in the first place. He didn't care about the spiritual aspect
of the promisg, did he? He really wanted the earthly things, and according to this he was to get
the fatness of the land. And it was afact that he inherited the fatness of the land. He took over
all the material assets of Isaac, his father; and as we shall see, Jacob super-added substantial
riches besdes. Thiswe find in Genesis 32:17-20: "And he (Jacob) commanded the foremost (of
the shepherds) saying, When Esau my brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, saying, Whose art
thou? and whither goest thou? and whose are these before thee? Then thou shalt say, They be
thy servant Jacob's; it is a present sent unto my lord Esau: and, behold, also he is behind us."

Y ou notice how thisis expressed. Jacob really was constituted the lord because he gained the
birthright, but he being a true servant of the Lord caught the spirit of the Lord's new ruling in the
matter of authority. The Lord said, "He that is greatest among you shall be your servant." (Matt.
23:11) Hereisan example -- Jacob was the chief, and he said that he was the servant of Esau and
these presents were for Esau. Just try to visualize this situation. Esau must have known that
Jacob knew that Esau was arich man; and if Jacob was giving Esau presents, he must be
fabuloudy rich -- and being earthly minded that made quite an impression on Esau right from the
gtart, didn't it? And so it gave assurance that he was not coming back to lord it over Esau. Thisis
from your servant Jacob. Then verses 19 and 20-- "And so commanded he the second, and the
third, and all that followed the droves, saying, On this manner shal ye speak to Esau, when ye
find him. And say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant Jacob is behind us. For he said, | will
appease him with the present that goeth before me, and afterward | will see his face:
peradventure he will accept of me."

He sent three different herds of animals. The context shows there was atotal of 580 animalsin
these three herds that were sent ahead to appease Esau. Well, what was the effect? This, | think,
would be of special significanceto us. It prefigures the proper attitude of the Jacob (spiritual
Israel) classtoward natural Isragl. Genesis 33:4: "And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him,
and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept."

This, | submit, should be the attitude and relationship between spiritua and fleshly Israel -- no
stinginess on the part of spiritua Israel toward fleshly Isragl. Now verses 8 to 11 show that Esau
protested and said he didn't need these gifts, but Jacob said, yes, | want you to have them. Well,
Esau didn't have to be asked twice. He accepted them. So Jacob became a benefactor of Esau in
that very act, and Esau accepted that relationship.

Y ou remember that Abraham wouldn't accept any gifts from the king of Sodom le<t, he said, the
king of Sodom would say, "I have made Abram rich." (Gen. 14:23) Thereisacontrast here, isn't
there? Yes, Jacob became the benefactor of Esau. Now they both were fabuloudly rich, which
shows that the Lord has blessings for everybody, especially for spiritual and fleshly Isradl.

Genesis 36:6-8:  "And Esau took hiswives, and his sons, and his daughters, and al the persons

of his house, and his cattle, and al his beasts, and al his substance, which he had got in the land

of Canaan; and went into the country from the face of his brother Jacob. For their riches were
more than that they might dwell together, and the land wherein they were strangers could not bear
them because of their cattle.”

Let's now go back to the original promise to Abraham. We won't take time to read these passages
-- you are dl familiar with them. (Genesis 12:3 dso Genesis 13:14-17) The promise to Abraham
and his seed "For al the land which thou seest, to thee will | give it, and to thy seed for ever."

Now in the 15th chapter of Genesisthe Lord identifies the branch of Abraham'’s descendants that
would have atitle to the land. Thisinvolves the controversy in the Middle East today. The
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reason the situation is so sticky over there is the fact that they are al descendants of Abraham,
and the Arabs say they are the descendants of Abraham to inherit the land. The Jews have been
out -- they were chased out centuries ago, and the Arabs have been living there now for centuries,
and it seemsthey are inheriting the land as God promised to Abraham.

Thisisthe situation that the United Nations can't touch at al. They can't understand it, and they
areinclined to have sympathy with the Arabs. In fact, even Christian people are being deceived
aong thisline. But the Lord indicated what branch of Abraham's descendants this promise
applied to. (Genesis 15:13-16) | might mention here that in the controversy that followed the
Sx-Day War when Russia came to the United Nations determined to get ajudgment against
Isradl, they came to the Security Council, and the United States vetoed the proposition there.
They took it to the General Assembly thinking that those small nations would back the Arabs
against Israel's aggression (as they called it). Russia was defeated again, and Russia had suffered
humiliation by the defeat of their Arab aliesin thefirst place. Keep that in mind. They area
proud people and have long memories when it comes to things of that kind, and it probably will
have some relation to the final attack on Israel, which we call Jacob's trouble -- by the hordes of

Gog and Magog.

We previoudly had given to the Isragli Consulate my witness paper which follows the guidelines
of Brother Russdll's lecture to the Jews in 1910 showing that Isragl was to be permanently
established as a nation, etc. We know that they were favorably impressed because they had sent
greetings to me through the head of the Clifton Jewish Center. Mr. Abba Eban had come over,
you know, as a specia representative for this occasion and spoke so eloquently before the
Security Council and General Assembly. We called the Isragli Consulate and stated that if we
couldn't speak to Mr. Abba Eban personally, we would like to speak to someone who had his ear,
if they thought the message was worthwhile. | said, "I am not presuming to tell you what isin the
Hebrew Bible (athough you know the Hebrew Bible is the same as the others redlly) but if 1 can
tell you something that should rally every Chrigtian -- Protestant and Catholic --raly them to the
support of Isradl, wouldn't you think that would be an important thing?"

The girl said, "It certainly would." So she switched me to another lady, presumably a secretary
closer to the Consulate or the one handling Abba Eban's affairs over here, and | read them the
passage and told them thisisin all the Christian Bibles, and this clearly indicates that God
intended that the descendants of Jacob should possess that land -- at least have a homeland there.
Notice how thisis expressed, beginning with Genesis 15:13 through 16: "And he said unto
Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shal be a stranger in aland that is not theirs, and shall
serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years. (Isthere any doubt about what that is?
It's the Egyptian bondage -- and who were involved in the Egyptian bondage? The descendants of
Esau are eliminated. The descendants of 1shmael are eliminated, because only Jacob and the 70
souls of hisfamily went down into Egypt and finally came into this bondage. See how God is
singling out that branch of Abraham's seed as being the ones who are to have atitle to the land.)
And aso that nation, whom they shal serve, will | judge, and afterward shdl they come out with
great substance. And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age.
But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amoritesis not
yet full.”

Wéll, the lady thanked me. | don't know if it had any effect. But | did like them to know that

they had some friends in that Stuation anyway. It iswhat we are obliged to believe if we believe
the Bible.
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This passage follows the specia sacrifice that God told Abraham to make. Y ou remember
Abraham said, "Lord God, whereby shdl | know that | shall inherit it?' (Genesis 15:8,9): "And
he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a
ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon."

In your Berean comment Bible you find the suggestion that the aggregate of eleven symbolic
years -- symbolic times -- bridges the time from this promise to Abraham to 1914 when the Times
of the Gentilesended. There are only two aternatives -- first there are the Times of Isragl, and
then the rulership of the earth was given over to the Gentiles for a period of seven times. When
the seven times ends, then what would we have? 1t would revert to the Times of Isragl again. So
1914 marked the beginning of the Times of Israel and the beginning of the war which liberated
Palestine from the implacable Turks, and made it possible for Isragl to become established there.
In fact, the war didn't end until Britain had agreed to promote the idea of a homeland for the Jews.
That was in connection with specid inventions they were getting from Chaim Weizmann, who
later became the first President of Israel. In order to get valuable chemical secrets that he had,
they were willing to give him almost anything. He didn't ask for worldly possessions. He didn't
ask to be created alord or anything like that. He said he would like to have Britain go on record
as being in favor of ahomeland for the Jews. Shortly after Britain promised to do that, they won
thewar. They drove the Turks out of Palestine; and just as they had driven them across the old
Solomon-Davidic border, the farthest extent of Israel, the Armistice was signed. Discount
everything that happened on the Western Front. The important thing that happened in 1914-18
occurred in Isradl.

Many people get hung up on God's dealing with Isragl. They say, O, yes, you try to tell me that
they are God's pets, and He just drove these people out and let the Israglites comein. But think
about this. The descendants of Jacob were kept in abject davery in Egypt while these wicked
nations in Canaan were cavorting around, polluting the land, desecrating themsalves, and building
their iniquities and sins up to heaven -- "for the iniquity of the Amoritesis not yet full." (Gen.
15:16) But when finally they had reached that point and the scales of justice were tipped against
them, they had forfeited the land. Not one of those nations had any title to the land. They had
forfeited it because of wickedness, and God said the land just "spewed them out.” Only then did
He permit Israel to comein. He gave Israel His laws and kept them under pretty strict discipline.

Now the question comes up, why did God choose Jacob, and wasn't there something peculiar
about the deal whereby Jacob got the birthright? In the first place, let's remember that "the path
of the just is as ashining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” (Prov. 4:18)
The Christian is not supposed to live down to the Old Testament standards. We don't have to
judtify the actions back there. The Bible says that in times of ignorance God winked at some of
the things that went on. He couldn't expect anything better, and He didn't. He condescended to
work with them anyway.

But there is another aspect to this. Esau had forfeited his right to his birthright because of his
own wicked course. He had the example of Abraham making Eliezer swear that he would not
take awife for Isaac from among the wicked people of the land and sending him back to his own
people to the faith seed. Y ou know, there is something to the law of heredity. Remember what
Paul said about Timothy's mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois, he saw this faith in them, and
he said, "l am persuaded that it isintheeadso." (Il Tim. 1:5) Now what isthe basis for that? You
can't tell me that the law of heredity doesn't play some part init. That was the reason the
restrictions were placed. But in the face of this fact -- Esau knew that | saac had been forbidden to
take awife from the people of the land -- it saysin Genes's 26:34-35 that Esau took two wives
from the daughters of the Hittities. This amost broke Rebekah's heart. In Genesis 27:46 and
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28:1-2 it shows that Rebekah insisted that Jacob go back to her people to select awife, and she
saysif Jacob went out and did as Esau did that it would kill her. Read this account. It isvery
interesting and has an important bearing on this whole matter of why Esau disqualified himself.
Let's not get hung up on this in sympathy for the descendants of Esau. They don't have aclaim
according to the word of God. It's their own fault because they didn't adhere to the faith of
Abraham.

Anyway, Esau couldn’'t carry on the line -- this "faith of Abraham" seed. Y ou remember Jacob
was sent away to his own people where he got his wives from Laban's family. Then when Esau
found out and saw what had happened and that he had lost favor in the sight of his parents, it says
he took the daughter of 1shmael for his wife, trying to remedy the situation. Well, that didn't
improve matters much, did it? Because Ishmael wasn't in God's favor either.

We have learned that the iniquity of the Canaanite nations had come to the full. In Exodus 34:10-
12 God said that the Israglites were to drive out six nations of the Canaanites, that they were to
destroy their idols and tear down their atars. Leviticus 18:24-28 and the context (verses 6-23)
describes the wickedness of the people of the land. The language of verses 6-23 istoo indelicate
to even read in public. That's how wicked they were; also Leviticus 20:1-24 (particularly 23-24) -
- skip the others unless you have a strong stomach. And there was awarning given to Israel. God
says that the land would spew these nations out. Now their wickedness had reached the point
where God could have destroyed them like Sodom and Gomorrah. But there is a practical reason
why that wouldn't have worked. To destroy acity isonething -- but to destroy alarge rural area
is something else. If God had wiped out all those people, the land would have gone to ruin.

That's what the Lord said. That's why He appointed Israel to go in and destroy them.

People get hung up on that, too. Y ou shouldn't blame Israel for carrying out God's instructions.
He could have wiped them out like Sodom and Gomorrah and nobody could have complained.
They could not have, in view of their wickedness. But He says that the Israelites were to drive
them out gradually lest the land go to ruin. Thisisrecorded in Deuteronomy 7:22-23. Thenin
Deuteronomy 9:4-5, He says He is doing these things for Isragl not because they are so righteous
but because the other nations were so much more wicked than they. That has a bearing on it, too,
doesn't it?

In Romans 4:16 Paul says, "that the promise might be sure to al the seed, not to that only which

is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham.” Notice how thisis phrased -- it
was a fore-gone conclusion back there that natural Isragl was in the picture. Let'snot lose sight of
this mystery.

In the 9th chapter of Romans, verses 3-5 and up to verse 12, Paul clearly shows the two seeds of
Abraham, the spiritua seed being the most important. | suggest that you read the whole 11th
chapter of Romans with the Pastor's comments. He was right on the beam on this subject. You
know one of the saddest experiences | have had in the past few years is to see this precious
heritage that the Pastor has left us being frittered away until this glorious truth islost. Yes, the
mystery has become dim. The subject of Isradl in relation to God's plan is like the bottom line on
an eye chart. It isthe one you are apt to lose sight of first. It happens to be the one error that was
first promoted about 12 or 14 years ago. My heart sank when | saw it in print because | knew the
brethren were confident that it would be accepted among the brethren. And to think that a spirit of
amogt anti-Semitism in some cases should ever come in among the Lord's people. Itis

saddening -- it is a calamity, really. So read the 11th chapter of Romans with the comments and
you will get athrill out of it.
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The question of accepting Isragl should have been decided when we consecrated. If we want to
do the Lord's will, we want to accept God's people, too, don't we? Maybe like alittle dog we
might not like some strangers, but when the master shakes hands with them and pats them on the
shoulder, the little dog is supposed to take the cue and learn to like them -- and that's the way with
us. If thereisany preudice there a all, it hasto be resolved in a hurry if we are going to be
faithful to our loving Master. His people are going to have to be our people, too.

Satan knows who the true Israel is. Have you ever thought of that? That's a negative approach,
but it's a double check on thisthing. He hastried to wipe them out. Heisn't satisfied to just
persecute them. He wants to wipe them out. He knows that Isragl isin the picture.

Israel has served along, hard sentence -- and when any prisoner has served his sentence,
particularly when it isajust one asit isin this case, he goesfree. Y ou have to accept him. Isragl
admittedly lost the specia spiritua favor, but if they have lost the earthly favor too, then they
would have suffered double jeopardy, something which is not countenanced by any civilization in
the world today.

One thing that | want to particularly emphasize to avoid any misunderstanding is that we don't
expect Isragl in their present condition to carry out any program for the Lord. We have to believe
what the Lord says, that thisis al going to change, which may seem very difficult; it may even
stagger our faith to believe these things, but if the Lord says so, we must believe it. | think one of
the most pointed scriptures on thisis Zechariah 12:10,12.

Y ou know, there is one thing that distinguishes the Truth from &l denominations. That isthat the
Lord is going to make the first move and then expect a response -- whereas al other groups,
including now the J. W. 's, fedl it's up to the sinner to make the first move. Here the sinner is
down in the gutter, wounded and wesak, and they say in effect, "Come over here, and | will pick
you up." The Lord doesn't operate that way. The Lord is going to pick them up. They are going
to be rehabilitated to a reasonable extent, given a knowledge of the Truth, and then the Lord will
expect aresponse. And we believe that He is going to get the response, too, don't we? lsn't that a
precious message that we have? We are apt to get fouled up in the same way about Isradl.

| have heard brethren say, "Well, Isradl is going to have to have alot more punishment before
they will recognize the Lord." Have you ever heard of a blind person getting his sight by being
punished? And Isradl is blinded, and punishment is not going to open their eyes-- not at al. In
fact, the Lord makes it very clear how their eyes will be opened --and it bringsiit right into the
pattern of how God operates in the first place. Heis going to make the first move. Heisgoing to
give them the motivation. It doesn't say that by reason of punishment they are going to recognize
him whom they have pierced. Let's read the scripture for what it realy says, and then believeit.
Zechariah 12:10 and 12: "And | will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications (that's the first move, and following this...) they
shdl look upon me whom they have pierced and they shal mourn for him as one mourneth for his
only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for hisfirstborn....And the
land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and their wives
apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart.”

And it continues to the end of the chapter describing the deep mourning that they will have over
the fact that they have rgjected this son. After al, everyone believes that Jesus was a Jew, so why
shouldn't the Jews rgjoice in this fact, eventually? We know that the Pastor has stated this over
and over again, that the Jews will respond and be first among the nations to respond by reason of
their training and the Lord pouring this spirit on them first. We know the role of the ancient
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worthies -- they come first. They will be the princes and leaders. The nation of Isragl comesinto
the picture, too. Let's not be stingy with them.

Another point I'd like' to mention is that many good Christian people are faling for the line of
Arab propaganda about the refugees. And | would like to just mention something else. We want
to clear these little obstacles out of our minds because we are going to have to be in sympathy
with what the Lord is doing. Y ou know what the Apostle Paul says, “through your mercy they
may obtain mercy.” | think we are going to have to be in harmony with the Lord's program,
which includes Isradl as the first item on the agenda.

Practically al of the Jewsin Isragl are refugees, and they take care of their refugees. But the
Arabsin contrast, keep the refugees as a running sore -- and Christians being unmindful of what
we have tried to explain, that Isragl has aright to a homeland, and then seeing the plight of these
refugees, they blame Isragl for that. But what are the facts? The Arab countries are actually very
rich. Infact, they don't have to turn a hand to collect huge royalties on their rich oil resources.
Isn't that true? But these dividends or royalties are gobbled up by the sheiks and the kings and
princes of the Arabs -- and instead of helping their unfortunate brothers, they just buy afew more
Cadillacs and take on afew more wives. These are the facts of this matter. They could take care
of those refugees, and there is plenty of room for al of them and they would be blessed if they
would only alow what God had intended in the first place about Isradl.

There is another line of reasoning that could bother us. For instance, it is argued that an antitype
is aways larger than the type -- that it was the nation of Isragl in the type, so it can't be the nation
of Isradl in the antitype, but it's the whole world of mankind. Well, it is true that the whole world
of mankind isincluded, but it doesn't preclude the thought that Isragl will have a specid blessing.
Now let's prove this. We should reason from the known to the unknown, shouldn't we? And we
should allow scripture to interpret scripture. Now what are the facts with respect to the type?
Wéll, the Jewish priesthood represented the new crestion, both Jew and Gentile, isn't that true?
They were al priests, they were al Isradlites, they all had to come from a definite family. But
they represented the entire church, Jew and Gentile. That didn't preclude the fact that all the
Apostles were Jews, and the first Christians were Jews. So now if we just follow that pattern to
its application to the world, which of course is still future, then the nation of Isragl represents the
whole world of mankind -- Jews and Gentiles, but the implication is that the Jews will be firgt,
just asit was in the church. We have an indication there how this would apply. So Isragl would
indeed fit into this picture.

Just one remark in closing. Ezekiel 16:58-60 shows that God is going to renew His covenant with
those that broke the first covenant. Here Isradl islikened to an unfaithful wife. That is
particularly true in Hosea 2:13-20. He says Heis going to remarry Israel. What could be clearer
than that -- that He is going to renew the covenant with Isradl.

Following are some choice scriptures on Isradl's position in the kingdom and aso some of
Brother Russall's references on the subject -- and as usual heis on the beam, heisright in
harmony with the scriptures. | trust that these will be helpful for your further study.

HOW NATURAL ISRAEL WILL ASSIST GENTILE NATIONS

"He shall cause them that come of Jacob (Berean comment: fleshly Isragl) to take root; Israel
shdl blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit." Isaiah 27:6 (Thisimplies, no
doubt, religious as well as naturd fruit).
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"In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem . . . | will get them praise and fame in every land where
they have been put to shame." Zeph. 3:16, 19

"But Zion said, the Lord hath forsaken me . . . can awoman forget her sucking child?...yeathey
may forget, yet will | not forget thee. . . Thus saith the Lord God, behold, I will lift up mine hand
to the Gentiles. . . and they shall bring thy sonsin their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried
upon their shoulders. And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing
mothers; and they shall bow down to thee with their face toward the earth.” 1sa. 49:14, 15, 22, 23

"They have despised my people, that they should be no more a nation before me. Thus saith the
Lord, If my covenant be not with day and night, and if | have not appointed the ordinances of
heaven and earth; Then will | cast away the seed of Jacob and David my servant, so that | will not
take any of his seed (spiritual) to be rulers over the seed (fleshly) of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob."
Jer. 33:24-26 (Both seeds are mentioned distinctly, hence both seeds will "bless al families of
earth.”)

"And they shall build the old wastes...the desolations of many generations. And strangers shdll
stand and feed your flocks, and the sons of the aien shall be your plowmen, and your
vinedressers. But ye shall be named the priests of the Lord; men shall call you the ministers of
our God." Isa 61:4-6 (This clearly indicates that the Gentiles will help with the secular work so
the Jews can minister in worship.)

"And they shdl bring your brethren for an offering unto the Lord, out of al the nations, upon
horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts (modern
transportation?), to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the Lord...and | will also take of them for
priests and for Levites, saith the Lord. For asthe NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTH,
which | will make, shall remain before me, saith the Lord, so shdl your seed (HEAVENLY
AND EARTHLY JUST MENTIONED) and your name remain.” lsa. 66:20-22

"Y et the number of the children of Isragl shall be as the sand of the sea, (the second part of the
seed of Abraham which isto assist in blessing all the families of the earth) which cannot be
measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that IN THE PLACE where it was said unto
them, Ye are not my people, THERE it shall be said unto them, Y e are the sons of the living
God." Hos. 1:10 (visit or serve other nations)

"Y ea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusdem, and to
pray beforethe Lord. (Isragl will do alot of entertaining.) Ten men shall take hold...of the skirt
of him that is a Jew, saying, we will go with you; for we have heard that God is with you." Zech.
8:22,23 (Number 10 represents Gentiles)

"When thy sisters Sodom...Samaria...Syria...Philistines...(return to former estate) | will establish
unto thee (Isragl) an everlasting covenant. Then thou shalt remember thy ways and be ashamed,
when thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder and thy younger; and | will GIVE THEM UNTO
THEE FOR DAUGHTERS." Ezek. 16:55-61 (Isradl will lead)

"As ye have been a curse among the heathen...so ye shdl be ablessing.” Zech. 8:13,16

"He that is feeble among them (Israel) shall be as David (subdue enemies); and the house of
David shall be as God, as the angdl of the Lord before them.” Zech. 12:8



"The remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people, as dew from the Lord, as the
showers upon the grass...and as a lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the
flocks of sheep.” Micah 5:7,8 (Israel will be like avisible police force.)

"And | will make...her that was cast off a strong nation...Arise and thresh O daughter of Zion; for
I will make thine horn iron, and | will make thine hoofs brass; and thou shalt best in pieces many
people.” Micah 4:7,13 (Natura Israel, under the little flock and ancient worthies

"For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob (Berean comment: natural Isragl)... and the strangers
shdll be joined with them...Isragl shall possess them in the land of the Lord for servants and
handmaids; and they shall take them captives, whose captives they were, and they shall rule over
their oppressors.” Isa. 14:1,2 (To blessthem, of course)

"The ships of Tarshish (Western world?) first, to bring thy sons from far, their silver and their
gold with them...And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls and their kings shal minister
unto thee...The sons of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and al they that
despised thee shal bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shal cal thee, The city
of the Lord, the Zion of the holy one of Isragl...A little one shall become a thousand, and a small
one astrong nation." 1sa. 60:9,10,14,22 (See Rep. 2086 and 4623-5. Above texts support the
Pastor.)

WHAT THE PASTOR TAUGHT ABOUT THE NATURAL SEED OF ABRAHAM IN THE
KINGDOM

"God knew the end from the beginning; He knew that Israel would reject Messiah; and His
unequivocal promises to them in view of this knowledge give us assurance that Isragl is yet to be
used of the Lord in service, as His agency in blessing the world." A299:2

"They were chosen to receive specia earthly favors from God." B211 top "Persecutions...remind
them that they are heirs of certain rich earthly promises.” B221:1 "They were cast off from
divine favor, and from earthly covenants till theirs, until the fullness or complete number from
the Gentiles has come in." B223 bot.

"Those from whom the favor was taken for the rejection and crucifixion of the Lord are the ones
to whom the favor is to return now...it isthe' Jew that will now be restored to favor as the natural
'seed of Abraham.' These with the spiritual seed...are to be God's agencies for blessing al the
families of the earth.” C253 top "At first, few but Jews will be blessed.” C253:1 "Few will be so
well prepared as the Jew for that strict obedience." C254 bot. "'Salvation is of the Jews, or
covenant-keeping | sradlites (note - Ezek. 36:27 reads: "1 will put my Spirit within you, and
CAUSE youto WALK IN MY STATUTES, and ye SHALL KEEP MY JUDGMENTS and DO
THEM") in the sense that (1) our Lord Jesus the Savior, came in thisling; (2) in that a remnant of
these Jews (the Apostles and most of the early church)...became ministers of reconciliation to
bear the message to the Gentiles; and (3)...fleshly Isragl, recovered from blindness, shall be used
as a medium through whom the streams of salvation, issuing from the glorified spiritud Isradl,
shall flow to al the families of the earth (Isa. 2:3)."C293:2 "They must either be united to the
spiritud Isradl...or with the literd Judah at Jerusalem, in order to share his portion in the coming
times of retitution.” C294:1 "We are expecting blessings upon the Israglites who are according
to the flesh, and the turning away of their blindness...After they have received mercy through the
complete and glorified Church of Chrigt, they will indeed be used as the Lord's instruments for
blessing dl the families of the earth, and thus the Abrahamic promises will be fulfilled to both the
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seeds -- both that which is according to the flesh, and that which is according to the spirit (Rom.
4:6)." C299:1

"Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power' (Psa. 110:3). It will be just what Isragl has
waited for...only it will be much grander and more enduring than anything they ever conceived
of." D632:1 "'The Gentiles shall come to thy light', (Thiswill apply to the spiritual Isradl, the Sun
of Righteousness but also to its earthly representatives fleshly Israel restored to favor).” D638:2
"'A nation shdl be born in aday’, (Isa 66:8). Isradl will be that nation; (1) Spiritua Isradl, the
'holy nation’; (2) Fleshly Isradl its earthly representative.” D638 See dso D651:2,3; F118:2;
F178:1

Also many Reprint references. In some places the Pastor speaks of the Ancient Worthies as the
earthly PHASE of the kingdom and Christ's agents. There is no contradiction. Of course, the
perfect "princes’ will head the leading nation -- the natural descendants of Abraham.

THE NEW COVENANT (Heb. 8:9) "Then God's favor will return to natural 1sragl...God
purposes to make with that nation, and with that nation alone, a new covenant. Not asingle
statement of Scripture identifies the New Covenant with the Gentiles...The more closely we
investigate the New Covenant, the more we must be convinced of this fact -- that it belongsto
Israel done” Rep. 4319:8,9 "This expression, New Covenant, is not used in connection with any
others of mankind than the Jews...Hence we should understand that all references to the New
Covenant are references to God's arrangements with the Jewish people to supplant the old
arrangement under Moses." Rep. 4659:5 "The promiseis that this New Covenant will be made
with Isradl. In order to avail themselves of this Covenant, therefore, ALL OTHER NATIONS
and PEOPLES will be obliged to become a PART OF ISRAEL.... The New Covenant goes fully
into operation at the BEGINNING of the Millenium.” Rep. 4902
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“My Father Loveth You”
Brother Michad Stamulas, Rutherford, NJ
Spoken August August 1956

My topicisgoing to be based on the words of Jesus, which cameforcibly to my mind
thisday. | have spent many daystrying to find sometopic that would be duefor
today. And somehow or other, thisor that prevented meto select another topic, and
thesewords| cam across and read them, | tell you brethren, they cameforcibly to
my mind, and | said to mysdlf, “1 am going to speak on these words of Jesus.” Yes,
Jesus said these words.

“The Father himsdlf,” that is, emphasis on “himsdlf,” “The Father himsdf loveth you.”
Now what does this mean to us, brethren? These words, only afew words, but they are
precious. You can't buy them. No. You can't giveapriceto buy them, not a dl. You
can't find them in any other place, no matter what you do, small or greet things, can't,
impossible. In order to find them, you have to go to the words of our Redeemer.

He said something prior to that. These words are found in John 16:27. He says, “If you
loveme” Wél, if welove him. What isit? “If welove him, what is going to hgppen?
Oh, he says, the Father himsdlf “will loveyou.” Heis, and what of it? What isgoing to
happen after? Well, Jesus says, “then | will love you.”

Why doesn’'t he say, brethren, “if ye love me, | loveyou, too.” No, no, no. Why? There
isareason, and the reason, my dear brethren, isin our heart. Jesusis not our judge. No,
no, no. Oh no, he knows our hearts, but he doesn’t judge us, he is our Advocate. And as
an advocate, heisfor usal of thetime, in favor of our case, to makeit good before God.
If we love Jesus, then, well Jesus saysto the Father, “ Father, forgive them, forget

whatever they did.” Thisis exactly what happens, my dear brethren.

And the Father, His dally pleasure, His daily delight, we reed, isin our Lord Jesus, our
Redeemer. And whatsoever he asks of the Father, the Father givesit to him, even the
forgiveness of our sns. Think of that, brethren, to have such acounsdor, such a
comforter, such afriend. Ask this question to yoursdf, let us ask this question quite often
inour life, and let’s see if our heart will not be delighted daily in thinking on these things.
God isinterested in us who are wesk, some worms of the earth. We are not worthy at al
before God and Jesus in recognition as just people, and much more than that, as children
of God. Children of God? Yes, naturd children of God. Yes, partakers of the divine
nature. Oh brethren, what awonderful position we have in the present timeto be
recognized as New Creatures in Christ Jesus because we know God's plan, God's
purposes. What for? God has a purpose behind telling us, or reveding to us, the truth.
And it is not something to play with the truth as some do play with the truth. No, no, no
the truth is so vitd brethren, so precious, so greet athing that we should be very, very
careful—stop, so to speak--
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“If YeDo These Things’
Brother Claude Weida, Allentown, PA
Spoken August 7, 1956

We thought, with profit, we could consider these words of our beloved Brother Peter, as
he speaks to us in 2 Peter 1:10, 11. “Wherefore the rather brethren, give diligence to
make your calling and election sure for if ye do these things ye shall never fail, for so an
entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

What a precious promiseisthistous. Herethe Lord through Peter callsour
attention to thefact that if we do certain things, therewill be granted unto usthis
abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. This, dearly beloved, is one of these precious promisesthat Peter callsto our
attention in the 4™ ver se of this same chapter, from which our text istaken.

Thereisno question at all but that thistext isnot addressed to the world of
mankind, but rather to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, as Peter’s words
indicate. And all the epistlesare given unto us—it isto the“saintsat Ephesus,” the
“saintsat Rome,” and so on. And, asthe Apostle Paul tells us, these thingsthat
wer e written aforetime, werewritten for our admonition, that we through patience
and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.

That we know that thisissoisindicated by Paul’swordsin the opening words of his
second epistle, which read: “ To them which have obtained the previous faith with us
(that is, with us apostles) through the righteousness of God in our Savior Jesus
Christ.” “To those who have obtained like precious faith.”

Yes, it isthe samefaith that Jude speaks about, when he saysthat we areto

“contend earnestly for the faith that was once delivered to the saints.” And totop it all
off, Peter’ swords give full assurance that ultimate victory will be oursin the words

of our text, “ For if ye do these things ye shall never fail.”

Now therearea number of important thoughts called to our attention by the
Apostle Peter. For instance, thereisfirst to the making of our calling and election
sure. And then, to givediligence along thisline. Larned’strandation tellsusthat
with “ exceeding diligence, we are to make our calling and election sure.” And then,
thereisthat wonderful “abundant entrance’ into the kingdom. And then that
everlasting kingdom, which impliesthe joys and blessings, and thethrillsthat will

be ours, when we attain thefirst resurrection. “ Blessed and holy is he that hath part
in that first resurrection.”

Now the possibility of those who are addressed of an* abundant entrance into the

everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” isthe prize of the high
calling that isof God in Christ Jesus. Thisisthe prize of the high calling set before
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the over coming saints of the Gospel Age. Thisisthe glorious hopethat we have,
which to usisan anchor that entereth sure and steadfast into that which iswithin
the vell or, asWeymouth says, “an anchor which can neither break nor drag.”

Now concer ning this glorious hope the Apostle Paul waxes quite eloquently in his
letter to the Ephesians, when hearing of their faith and their love, prayed earnestly
on their behalf that the Heavenly Father might open the eyes of their under standing
that they might know what the hope of thiscalling isand theriches of His
inheritancein the saints.

Here we have a definite promise, dearly beloved, that we areto bethe Father’s
inheritance, that we areto bea crown of glory and aroyal diadem in His hand,
something that the Heavenly Father can display; not a diadem or a crown that Heis
to wear to enhance His beauty, but rather that He will show usforth asthe
crowning feature of His creative work. What a glorious hope and prospect thisis!

Peter, writing to the church at large, uses language that should spur uson to
faithfulness. Let usnote hiswordsin 1 Peter 5:10, whereweread that: “ The God of
all grace who hath called usinto His eternal glory, that, after ye have suffered awhile,
make you perfect, stablish and strengthen you.”

And, along thisline, we have the help of the Almighty God, as suggested in our
themetext:* With usisthe Lord our God to help.”

And Hedoesin every time of need.

Peter also callsit an “inheritance, incorruptible, and undefiled and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you.” Sometimes we speak of thisinheritancethat is
reserved for us, asa crown that has been set aside for each one of us. And this
seemsto be borne out by the Revelator in the words of our Master, asrecorded in
Revelation 3:11: “Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.”

Then, along thisline, may the wor ds of the Apostle Paul inspire us on to faithfulness
with a determination, which will eventually cause usto say the same words as Paul
did recorded in 2 Timothy 4:7,8: “1 have fought a good fight, | have kept the faith.”

| like the thought of thisword “kept,” which comesfrom the Greek word that has
thethought of “guard.” | have guarded thefaith, henceforth thereislaid up for me

a crown of righteousness, “ which the righteous judge will give mein that day, and not
to me only, but also to all them that love his appearing.” Then the words of the
Master: “Bethou faithful until death and | will give thee a crown of life.”

And recorded by the Apostle Paul in Hebrews 4:1: Let usthereforefear lest a

promise being left us of entering into Hisrest any of you should seem to come short of
it.”
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Now whileit istruethat Peter’ swords assuringly and encour agingly indicate the
wonder ful possibility of thisgloriousinheritanceto all those who are called, yet
thereisthat possbility of failureto enter intoit. Thereisan “if,” a contingency. In
other words, it depends upon the fulfillment of certain conditionsthat must be met,
which will determine our worthiness or unworthiness of receiving or gaining the
crown. Thewhole thing depends on our faithfulnessto our covenant of sacrifice.

So in view of this contingency, Paul urgesall who are called to great sobriety of
heart and mind and car efulness of conduct when he said: “ Let him who thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall.”

How important that we endeavor at all times, asthe Apostle Paul suggests, that we

be “living epistles, known and read of all men.” How heart searching are hiswords
asrecorded in Philippians 1:27; Weymouth trandatesin thismanner: “Only let the
lives you live be worthy of the Gospel of Christ, that whether | come and see you, or be
absent, only hear of you, | may know that you are standing fast in one spirit, and with
one mind fighting shoulder to shoulder for the faith of the Gospel.”

It isnot enough then, that we have made our consecrations, not enough that we have
made our covenant by sacrifice. The outcome will all depend on our faithfulnessto
our consecration, to our covenant. The promise will avail us nothing, if we prove
unfaithful toit.

Notice how sear ching are the wor ds of Solomon, asrecorded in Ecclesiastes 5:4-5:
“When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it, for He hath no pleasurein
fools. Pay that which thou hast vowed, better isit that thou shouldest now vow than
that thou shouldest vow and not pay for it.”

So also, the words of the Psalmist should also be heart-sear ching words for us, as
recorded in Psalm 24:3-5: “Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who shall
stand in His holy place?”

Then he answer ed his question by saying, “ He that hath clean hands and a pure
heart, who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall
receive the blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of His salvation.”

Y es, hewho hath not swor e deceitfully. That isto say, onewho has made a solemn
covenant of vow of consecration and willfully despisesit or ignoresit.

Wefed quite certain that Peter felt a great responsbility upon hismind that he
might get this message acrossto hisbrethren at the time hewrotethe epistle. Thisis
apparent from the 12" ver se of the same chapter from which our text istaken. It
reads. “Wherefore | will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these
things though you know them and be established in the truth.”
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Murdock’strandation reads, “ And for thisreason | am not varied in reminding you
continually of these things.”

Peter continuesthen, “ Yea, | think it meet, aslong as| am in this tabernacle, to stir
you up by putting you in remembrance.” And in addition to thishe says, “ Moreover, |
will endeavor that ye may be able to after my decease (that is, after hisdeparture) to
have these things alwaysin remembrance.” And | am surethesethings, had Peter
till lived, had impressed themselves upon the brethren, and they were ableto put
them to good use. And then the Lord, graciousy and through His providences
arranged that Peter’swords became a part of Hisword of truth, and how thankful

we can bethat theLord so arranged it.

Peter’sdetermination to bring thislesson hometo his brethren, those who walk in

the footsteps of the Master, was no doubt inspired by Peter’s heart-sear ching
experience at the Sea of Tiberius, when the Lord put certain questionsto him, the

last of all “hissheep” to befed. Threetimeshe asked Peter, “ Lovest thou me?” Each
time Peter said, “ Lord, thou knowest | lovethee.” Well then, “ Feed my sheep and
feed my lambs.” And thetwo epistles of Peter indicate that Peter caught the sprit of
the Master’sinstruction to him.

Asan illustration of this, let usnote Peter’swords, asrecorded in 1 Peter 5. There
he admonishesthe eldersto “ Feed the flock, taking the oversight thereof. Not by
constraint (that isto say, by force or by compelling them to do it), but willingly; not
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; not aslords over God’s heritage, but being
examples unto the flock; and then the chief shepherd shall appear ye shall receive a
crown of glory that fadeth not away.”

He also gives wholesome advice to the younger ones, when he says, “ Likewise ye
younger, submit yourselvesto the elder. Yea, all of you, but subject one to another for
God resisteth the proud and giveth grace to the humble.” And then thewords of the
apostle, “Humble yourselves therefore, under the mighty hand of God that he may
exalt you in duetime.” Then he continues, “ Casting all your care upon Him for He
careth for you.”

When we consider the exceeding glory, faith isproneor apt to stagger at the
promisethat you and I, poor and imperfect aswe are, that God intends, in the ages
to cometo show forth the exceeding richesto the world through hisloving kindness,
asit wasmanifested to usthrough Christ Jesus. Nevertheless, Peter tells us, and we
should take hope and comfort from these wor ds, when hetellsusthat “there are
given unto us exceeding great and precious promises, that by these ye might be
partakers of the divine nature.” These exceeding great and precious promises
contemplate the adoption of these called ones by the great Emperor of the Universe
asHis sons, these heirs, “ Joint heirs of Jesus Christ if so be that we suffer with him
that ye also may be glorified together.”
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One of these precious promises comesto usfrom the Master himsdlf: “To him that
overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my throne, even as| also overcame and am set
down with my Father in Histhrone.” So then, how precious arethe words of the
Master while he was still with the disciples, “ Fear not, little flock, it isyour Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”

Thekingdom will not be given unto us grudgingly, but rather asour text suggests, it
will be an* abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.”

| read an article sometime ago, and a brother called attention to aremark that a
sister had once made. | suppose some brethren may have said the samething. This
wastheremark: “Oh, | would so much liketo get into that heavenly kingdom, even
if I haveto sneak in through the back door.” The apostle here assuresusthat each
one of uswho are more than overcomerswill be granted an “ abundant entrance into
the everlasting kingdom.”

So then, let us not fear, lay hold upon these exceeding great and precious promises
when we have the assurance that “ He which hath begun the good work in uswill also
finish it, if we let him work upon us.”

What isimplied in the expressed contingency, “ If ye do these things ye shall never
fall.” What things? Thereference, of course, isto the things mentioned in verses5
to 7 of this same chapter from which our text istaken, and reads, “ Giving all
diligence, add to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge,
temperance; and to temperance, patience; and to patience, godliness; and to godliness,
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, charity.”

Again here he mentionsthisto “ give all diligence.” The thought of diligence has the
thought of ear nestness, with great determination. So then we are, with great

ear nestness and deter mination, to add these elements of character to the firm
foundation of faith. So then we have eight elementsthat go together to makeup a
Chrigtian character. And Peter tellsusto add each of these virtues because they
mugt all bein usand abound, if we areto make our calling and election sure.

Intheoriginal Greek text, “add” hasthethought of “super-add.” Now “super”
means above, that isbeyond, or in addition. So we speak of super, let ussay, in this
manner: We speak of a dreadnaught, which isa type of a warship. But then there
isthe super-dreadnaught, a battleship that isway beyond the ordinary

dreadnaught.

So hereweareto “super-add,” not merey to add, but something beyond the mere
thought of add. Sofirst in order would be our faith. Now it is by faith that we are
justified and have peace with God. And further than this, we have peace with God.
And further than this, we have thisfurther access by faith, into thisgrace wherein
we stand, and regjoicein the hope of theglory of God. And this hope, of course, is

52



one that maketh not ashamed because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit, which isgiven onto us.

So then, whileit istruethat each of these virtues areimportant requirementsto all
who would have God’s approval, they are only of valueto usasthey are added to
our super-structure of faith. We must have faith in God, we must believethat Heis,
and that Heisarewarder of those who diligently seek Him, we must havefaith in
His plan of redemption, faith in the ransom sacrifice of Christ, faith in His precious
promises, faith in Hishelp to carry out our covenant by sacrifice.

Wewould call your attention to our themetext, where we are assured of theLord’s
help and guidancein all of our experiences. We have the assurancethat theLord
will guide us by His counsel and afterward receive usto glory.

Wearetold now to add to our faith, virtue. That is, we areto super-add it. Virtue
istrandated “fortitude” in the Diaglott. It isdefined in the dictionary as*“ patient
courage under affliction, privation, or temptation; moral strength or endurance.”

In Paul, we had a notable exampleof great fortitude. Asan illustration of this, let us
direct your attention to Paul’s experience at Ephesus, when he was about to depart
to Jerusalem not knowing what would befall him there, but having been assured
through the Holy Spirit that bonds and affliction would await him in every city that
he would cometo. But he said, “None of these things move me, neither count | my
life dear unto myself that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry which |
have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.”

Paul’sfortitudeis again expressed, when writing to the Philippian church, when he
says, “| count all things but lossfor the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whom | have suffered theloss of all things and do count them but dung that |
might win Christ,” that | might win a placein that glorious body of Chrigt, “that |

may know him and the power of hisresurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings,
being made conformable unto his death, if by any means| might attain unto the
resurrection of the dead.”

“That | might know him.” Thisthought of “knowing him” has not the thought of
knowing something merely about Christ. There have been many bookswritten
concerning what a wonder ful teacher he was, what wonder ful things he said, what
great words proceeded out of hismouth, but that was not the manner in which Paul
wanted to know him. Hewanted to know him from the sandpoint of being made
conformable unto his death that he might realize and know the fellowship of his
asufferings. And he said that “if by any means| might attain unto the first
resurrection...” Thisreminds us of the hymn, “E’en though it be a crossto gain this
honored place so dear, all things| count but loss; use any meansto lift meup, € en
though it beacross. Thisismy heart’ssinceredesire, nearer, my God, to Thee; O
draw meclose, though it isa crossthat raiseth me”
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So then let us endeavor by the Lord’s graceto copy Paul, as an example of fortitude
for “if ye do thisthing, ye shall never fall.”

Super-add to virtue or fortitude, knowledge. It isthe Father’sddight that you

might become better acquainted with Him. And | think Jeremiah expressesthisin
Jeremiah 9:24, whereweread, “ Thus saith the Lord, let not the wise man glory in his
wisdom, let not the mighty man glory in his might, let not therich glory in hisriches;
but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that | am
the Lord that exerciseth loving-kindness, judgment and righteousness in the earth, for
in these things| delight, saith the Lord.” Knowledge becomes an element of
character only after we put it to use, when we make it work, when we act upon it.

And asour knowledge of God increases, it enablesustowork in harmony with His
will and Hisplan, asit relatesto us at the present time. Knowledge comesto us
through the study of Hisword, by which we become approved workmen by rightly
dividing the word of truth.

In the knowledge of God accor ding to Peter, we are given all things, that is, all the
needful thingsthat pertain to lifeand godliness. Jesusin hisprayer in John 17 says,
“Thisislife eternal that they might know thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ
whom thou has sent.” It wasthisknowledge that Jesus had in his pre-human
exisence that enabled him to faithfully carry out the terms of his covenant with the
Father. In the53 chapter of Isaiah he callsthisto our attention, “By his knowledge
(that is, that knowledge that he had beforehe became a man, that intimate
association with the Father that enabled him to have this knowledge) shall my
righteous servant justify many.”

L et usinto practice the knowledge we havereceived in order that in duetime, we
may havethe Father’sapproval for by the doing of this, we shall never fall.

Next in thelist given istemperance, which istrandated self-control by several of the
trandators. And self-control isdefined asthe control of one' s self or over one's
actionsor feelings. | am surethat the apostle Paul had thisin mind when hewrote

in 1 Corinthians9:27, “ But | keep my body under, and bring it in subjection.” Paul’s
reason for doing thisis quite evident, astheremaining portion of thisversereads,
“lest that, by any means, after preaching to others, I myself might become a castaway.”

Goodspeed’ strandation of thisver sereads as follows, he uses pretty strong
language here. It readsthus. “I beat and bruise my body, make it my slave, so that
after | have called othersto the contest, | may not be disqualified myself.”

Temperance or self-control hasto do with all our sentiments, our thoughts, our
tastes, our appetites, our labors, our pleasures, our sorrowsand our hopes. We
believe that self-control isone of the most important elements of a good char acter.

Paul suggeststhisin Philippians4:5: “Let your moderation be known unto all men
(that is, in all things).” Paul further suggeststhat, “ Every man that striveth for the



mastery istemperatein all things.” Wewould liketo call your attention to what
Goodspeed saysin 1 Corinthians 9:24-25:; “Do you not know that in a race all
runners compete, but one receivesthe prize? Thisisthe way you must run, so asto
win.” Any man who entersan athletic contest goesinto strict training towin a
wreath that will soon wither, but the one we compete for will never wither.

So it meansthat we arein training, training in the school of Christ so that

eventually we may havethe Father’sfull approval. Itisn’t for naught that the wise
man in Proverbs 16:32 quotesthese words: “Hethat ruleth his spirit is greater than
he that taketh a city.” May we all then, by the Lord’s grace, super-add this
important element to our character, for in the doing of these things you shall never
fall.

The next important element called to our attention is patience. “ And to temperance,
(self-control) add patience.” The Greek word from which patienceistrandated is
“cheerful endurance.” Patience signifies constancy, enduring evil in a cheerful,
willing and patient manner. So Paul urgesusin Hebrews 10: “Let us not cast away
our confidencein the Lord because it has great recompense of reward.” And then he
continues. “For ye have need of patience, that after having done the will of God, ye
might receive the promise,” that isto say, the fulfillment of the promise.

“Tribulation worketh patience,” says Paul. And James, in effect, tellsusthe same
thing, James 1:2,4 when he says, “ Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations,
knowing this, that thetrial of your faith worketh patience, but let patience have her
perfect work that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.”

The question will arise, why is such patient endurance necessary? Theanswer is
becauseit is one of the conditionsthat God has attached to the call to joint-heirship
in the kingdom, and the wisdom of thisis plainly to be seen, when we consider the
wor k to which we are called, the work of blessng the whole world of mankind with
the blessings of restitution. It isfor thisreason that Paul urgesusto “endure
hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ.” So then, let us super-add patienceto our
characters, for in the doing of these things, ye shall never fall.

“ And to patience, add godliness,” that isto say, godlikeness. In order to add
godliness to patience, it isnecessary for usto know the character of God, and thisis
revealed to us by the study of Hisword, which enables usto discern the operation of
Hisattributes and then seek to imitatethem in our lives. Godlikenessisa hearty,
cheerful, loving, conformity to God’swill. The attitude of Jesus was expressed in
John 8:11 in thesewords. “The cup which my Father hath given to me, shall | not
drink it.” Now we areinvited to sharein thiscup, so by the Lord’ s grace, let us
super-add godlinessto patience, for if ye do these things ye shall never fall.

The next on exhibition is brotherly kindness, to godliness, super-add brotherly

kindness. Thisisthelovefor the brethren. Because we arein the same family,
having the same hopes, same aims, and have similar experiences, wewould liketo
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call your attention to the words of the Magter, “ A new commandment | give you, that
ye love one another like | have loved you, that ye love one another.” How heart-

sear ching are the words of John in his epistle, 1 John 3:10, when he says, “ Whoever
doth not righteousnessis not of God, neither is he that loveth not his brothers.” A
condition like that would indicate a wrong condition of heart and a lack of the spirit

of Christ. Happy arewe, if we can from the heart say that we know that we have
passed from death unto life because we love the brethren.

Peter recognized that some clothed in this element of character had been attained by
some of the brethren, so let us note hiswordsin 1 Peter 1:22, “ Seeing ye have
purified your soulsin obeying the truth through the spirit unto unfeigned love of the
brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently.” Itisnot afeigned
love, that is, a counterfeit love, but the kind of love that we should have for one
another. Sothen, may the Lord’s grace help each one of usthat we may super-add
thiselement of character, for in the doing of these things ye shall never fall.

Now our last proposition, the seventh and last addition, islove, which we areto
super-add to brotherly kindness. Now thisword comes from the Greek word
“agape’ and means an unselfish love, a whole-hearted love. It isthekind of love
that was exer cised by our Heavenly Father on behalf of mankind in providing
redemption through the sacrifice of His only begotten Son. And then we have His
only begotten Son manifesting the same kind of love, when he demonstrated his
willingness, that unselfish love, in willingly laying down hislifein harmony with the
Father’s plan and by so doing provided the ransom price for Adam.

John in his epistle admonishes us to manifest this same, unsalfish love toward one
another. In 1 John 4:7-11 weread, “ Beloved, let uslove one another, for loveis of
God.” Paul set avery high standard of thisloveto usin that wonderful love

chapter, 1 Corinthians 13, which reads (Weymouth trandation): “Loveisforbearing
and kind, love knows no jealousy, love does not brag (that isto say, boast), is not
conceited, isnot unmannerly, nor selfish, nor irritable, nor mindful of wrongs, she
does not rgjoice in injustice, but joyfully sides with the truth; she can overlook faults,
sheisfull of trust, full of hope, full of endurance. Love never fails.” Sothen, dearly
beloved, in thewords of Paul in Galatians 6:10, “ Let ustherefore, as we have
opportunity, do good unto all men but especially unto them who are of the household
of faith.”

May we all then have that needed grace, which ispromised to usto add this
important element to our character, for if we do these things we shall never, never
fall.

So then may we, all of us, add these seven elementsto our faith and eventually be

granted an abundant entranceinto the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. And may the Lord add Hisblessing.

56



TOPIC: MOTIVE

“Our Highest Motive’
Brother Chrigtian Zahnow
Spoken August 1956

My beloved brethren, the question often arisesin our minds, “What isour highest
motive?” Would it beto give our heartsto God? Yes, that'sthe beginning of it.
“Son, give me thine heart and let thing eyes observe my ways.”

Someone may say, “Weéll, perhapsit isto follow in the steps of Jesus.” Yes, that’'sa
wonderful motive, isn't it? Oh, there are so many that would express of motive of
that kind, and they are beautiful. But now in our allotted time, wearejust going to

ask, “What wasthe highest motive in the mind of Jesus, our Redeemer, our
Savior?”

We promised to follow in hissteps. “ For hereunto were ye called, that ye should follow
inhissteps.” In our prayers, we often thank our Heavenly Father for His lovingkindness,
His tender mercies, and to lead us and guide us in the paths of righteousness for His

name ssake. Thisisbeautiful, isn'tit? But in Jesus prayer, he made a satement thet |

like, and | am surethat you loveit, too. Jesussaid, “ And thisislife eternal that they
might know thee, the only true God; and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.”

Thisisfound in John 17:1: “ 1 have glorified thee on earth; | have finished the work thou
gavest me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self, with the glory
which | had with thee before the world was.” And now the first verse, “ These words
spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyesto heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come: glorify
thy Son, that they Son also may glorify thee.”

| believe, friends, that thiswasthe highest motive in the mind of our blessed
Redeemer, to glorify God’s holy name. Thisshould be our highest motive, also.
Thismotive, friends, is a beautiful motive to have in mind morning, noon, and night,
if possible; to bring honor and majesty and glory to our God.

The Psalmigt said in Psalm 63: “ Because they lovingkindness to me is better than life my
lips shall praisethee. My lips shall honor thee, my lips shall magnify thy holy name,
glorify thee.” *“ Because thy lovingkindness...” Hislovingkindnessto bring usinto this
relationship with Him, that we may come together here at convention.

And whét is your highest motive? Wouldn't it be, friends, to honor and magnify and
glorify God's holy name? We come here together to seek the spiritud food for the inner
man that we may grow thereby. And the results would be that we grow in grace and
knowledge with our Lord. And this must be pleasing to our Heavenly Father, because we
become better acquainted with God, we know Him better. Don’t you believe that we

57



ought to become intimately acquainted with our Father in heaven? And yes, it must be
done on thisside,

And as we come together, we become better acquainted with our Father, better
acquainted with the Lord Jesus, know him better, that we may glorify his holy name.

And in the 22" verse of this wonderful prayer, Jesus said, “ And the glory which thou hast
given me, | have given them.” Think of that, brethren. * The glory thou gavest me” is
given to you — what an honor, what a glory, what a privilegeit isto be a Son of God!

“ Now are we the Sons of God, it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that
when he shall appear, we shall be like himand see himas heis.”

Jesus condantly glorified his Father, in dl hismiradles, in al hisworks. If you will

follow them very carefully, you will find that he had in mind congtantly the Father, the

Father. “ Of myself | can do nothing.” Contrast that a moment with what weread in
Matthew 4:8: “ Again the devil taketh him (Jesus) up in an exceeding high mountain, (in
the spirit, of course), and he showed him all of the kingdoms of thisworld and its glory.”
Contrast the glory of this world with the glory that Jesus gave unto you and unto me.

Wheat could it be, the glory of thisworld? Wéll, as you look about you, down here &t the
end of the age, what do we find? Palitica glory, financid glory, ecclesagticd glory,

glory of war and fase teachings and fa se doctrines, misconceptions of dl kinds. The

people are glorying in those things.

But ah, how different it iswith those who love the Lord, and love the truth, and walk in

the steps of Jesus. Saint Paul said in Philippians 2.5, “ Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal
with God, but he made of himself no reputation.” Jesus made of himsdlf no reputation?
That'sright. Arewe? Don't try it brethren, don't try it; you'll fall.

Jesus made of himsdf no reputation, and he took upon himsdlf the form of a servant and
was made in the likeness of men who “ being found in the form of God thought it not
robbery to be equal with God...?” No! The Diaglott rendersit thisway: “ Who, though
being in God’ s form, yet he did not meditate a usurpation to be like God.” Never.

But the adversary said, “ | will be like the most high God.” Oh, what a contrast and what
alesson for you and for me. On one certain occasion, ten lepers appeared, and they were
aleast one hundred and fifty feet from the Magter. That was Jewish law. And they cried
unto him, “ Jesus, have mercy upon us.” And Jesus, he looked a them and hedled them
dl, dl ten. Yes wha amiraclethat was. And the throng gathered around him, and Jesus
noticed aman at hisfeet. Jesuslooked at him and recognized him as one of the lepers.

He said to thisman, “ Were there not ten cleansed?” “ Yes, Master, ten.” Jesus said,
“Wherearethenine?” Ah, many, many have been cdled, but few are chosen. Why the
one? Thereinthe dust of the earth, a the feet of Jesus? Where are we today? At the feet
of Jesus, we are the feet members of the body of Christ. Remember, this one man rose up
and with aloud voice gave glory to God. “Lointhedust I'd lay me, that the world my
Savior might see”
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Will you do that? Areyou willing to doit? “O, to be nothing?’ Or, “O, to be
something? Make of yoursaves areputation? No. Asthe hymnissung, “O, to be
nothing, nothing, only to lie at his feet, abroken and emptied vessd.”

Oh, how pleasing it must have been to God. What isthe picture? He rose up with aloud
voice and gave glory to God. What are we doing here? With aloud voice giving glory to
God. How loud isthat voice? It isreaching around the earth. Who'sgivingit? “Lo, in
the dust | would lay me.” The body of Chrigt, the feet members are the oneswho are

giving it.

Friends, | understand the largest broadcasting station in the world, a 500,000-watt station,
isgiving the Frank and Ernest program. The manager told us it reaches 80 million

English speaking people. Well, if we get on million of that 80, it would be wonderful,
wouldn’'t it? And perhaps we get more. Think of a 100,000-watt station in Monte Carlo.
Brother Comparato is here. He could tell you dl about it. The results of it? About fifty
classes organized in Italy. Two pilgrimstraveing in Itay in the Itaian language.
50,000-watt gtation in Luxemburg. Y es, now the message goes into Paestine, brethren,
asclear asabell. Oh, how often we wondered about the message in Jerusdem.  Itis
there, and it isright near the Vatican, too. Although the Popeisin the Vatican, ill he

can hear the message.

Think of that message going throughout the earth with aloud voice. What are we doing?
Giving glory to God, telling the people about the incoming kingdom, the very thing that

they need. And in doing that, friends, we honor, magnify, glorify God. How do we do

it? In our bodies and spirits, which are His. “ You are not your own, you are bought with
a price, therefore glorify God in your body.”

We have the mind of Chrigt, as new creaturesin Christ. We must have a body to operate
in. And the Lord permits us to have this body to operate in. Let ustake good care of that
body. “We glorify God in our bodies,” Paul said and | believeit. Wdll, isn't the “body”
the old man? No. The old man isthe old humanity, the old human nature. That’sright.
Now friends, you and | have thiswonderful privilege to laud and magnify God's holy
name. That'sour highest motive. It was the highest priority of our Savior and al the

apostles.

What was the highest motive in the mind of our dear Pastor Russdll? To laud and
magnify and glorify God's haly name. He became aliving sacrifice. It hurtsto sacrifice,
doesn't it? Back in Bibletimes, it hurt the animal, of course, to be sacrificed. And o
sometimesit hurts, too, to be aliving sacrifice. But in thisfriends, we glorify God in our
bodies and spirits, which are His.

There are many ingances in the Old Testament to provethis. | want to cal to mind afew

of them. Jesus said in Luke 14:8, like this leper, “ When thou art bidden of any manto a
wedding, sit not down in the highest room; lest a more honorable man than thou be
bidden of him; and he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, Give this man place;
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and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room.” Friends, | believe dl during this
Gospel Age many, many have had that experience. They are dways reaching out for the
highest room, making a bedine for the platform. Don't do thet. The Lord will exdt you

in due time, you don’'t need to worry about thet, but take the lowest room. “ But when

thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee cometh,
he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher.” Now isn't that the way it is done, brethren,
isn't that God' s method and the method of our Savior? Yes.

Why isit donein thismanner? That we may show forth His praises, who has called
us out of darknessinto hismarveouslight. To show forth his praises meansto
glorify Hisname, it meansto honor Him. Isn’t that right?

In Ephesians 1.6 weread, “ To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made
us accepted in the beloved.” How were we accepted in the beloved? And that’s why you
are here. And if welosethat, we will never come back. * In whom we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of his grace; wherein he
(God) hath abounded toward usin all wisdom and prudence.” God has abounded
towards usin dl hiswisdom, in dl his carefulness, to sdlect you and to sdect little me.

Wheat for? To bring honor and glory to God. That should be our highest motive.

Otherwise, you wouldn’'t have the truth.

“ Having made known unto us the mystery of Hiswill.” A mysery that He had n His
will? Yes. And hedid not make it known to anyone ese? No one. The cherubims,
seraphims, principaities and powers? No, he didn’t make it known unto the angels, not
even the Son, not until His Son came up out of the River Jordan and then the heavens
were opened unto him.

“ And having made known unto us the mystery of His will, according to his good
pleasure...” Hisown good pleasure, not someone else's, God's good pleasure “ ...which
he purposed in Himself.” God had purposed thisin Himsdlf, brethren. Heis not asking
any leader. Don't bealeader. | don’t careif they ever eect me as an eder; I'd rather
that the back seat anytime. I’ ve seen so much of this nonsense; | would think that

brethren would be careful what they do. Where are they today? Gone. They don't last

very long.

Ah yes, achosen people, achosen generation. Galatians 5:22: “ But the fruit of the spirit
islove, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness and faith.” But Jesus said in John
15:8, “ In thisis my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit.” The Lord desresthat we
bear much fruit.

And the fruit of the spirit, Paul says, is“ joy, peace, longsuffering, patience, gentleness,
goodness and faith, meekness, temperance...” Temperance? Yes. What does it mean?
SHf-control. Sdf-control? That iswhy the Lord has given us the Chrigtian armor in the

sixth chapter of Ephesians. Take unto your selves the whole armor of God, that ye may be
ableto stand in thisevil day.” The helmet of savation, the breastplate of righteousness,

the shidd of faith, the sword of the spirit, which isthe word of God, the girdle of truth,
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the sandals of peace and prayer; without prayer you can do nothing. That's seven pieces
— perfect. Each Christian must have the armor on, the complete armor, not part of it.
Widll, couldn’'t I lay down the sword? No, that would mean you would lay down the
Bible. You couldn’t fight barehanded, could you? Y ou couldn’t fight bareheaded, could
you? You couldn’t fight barefooted, could you? No. Not the solider of Christ Jesus,
ather. That'swhy He supplied thisarmor. And why isit supplied? To bring honor and
glory to God.

Havethegirdleof truth. Tieittightly. Thegirdeisasymbol of servitude. Back in
biblica times, they wore long, flowing clothing. But they wore agirdle, o thet they
wouldn't get into every wind of doctrine. So let us do the same. Look out for dl the
winds of doctrinestoday. Take the girdle of truth and honor it, bring honor to the truth.
Not dishonor. Many did that. No, no, that wouldn’t be pleasing to the Lord. We should
cherish the truth, and that requires sacrifice, and that means honor and glory to God's
haly name.

In the 12" chapter of Danidl, we read about aking. And you now, this king, because he
didn’t bring honor and glory to God, there was seven times brought upon him, and he ae
grass with the beasts of the field for saven years. Remember that, now. It kept him dive
for seven years.

Wedl, why dl this? Ligen, thisisthe interpretation: “ O king,” Danid taking. “ And this

is the decree of the most high God, which has come upon my lord, the king. They shall

drive thee from men and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. And they shall

make thee to eat grass as oxen and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven. Seven
times shall pass over thee. Till thou know the most high ruleth in the kingdom of men.”

What alesson thisking learned! Well, why did it come? Because he didn't bring honor
and glory to God.

Let'slook at onein the New Testament — Acts 12. Peter was cast into prison, an old
bible dungeon. There he was chained to soldiers, and there were four quaternions of
soldiersin the waich. While they were al adeep, God sent a messenger down into the
prison, an angd. A little light appeared in the prison. Read it again. It brings a great
blessing to us. And the messenger touched Peter, Peter was fast adeep. | wonder if |
would befast adeep, if | was cast in an old bible dungeon and chained to soldiers...!
Peter was fast adegp. He was now coming to the end of hisfaith, wasn’t he? Ah, yes.
The messenger touched him and he said, “Follow thou me.” Therewasthe light. Peter,
can you see him take his mantle and throw his mantle over his shoulder...but wasn't he
chained? Yes, the Bibletdls usthe chainsfdl from his fest.

| was in one of those dark dungeons, too. But the Lord sent a messenger to me and there
was the light, the truth. The truth, brethren. It led me out of that prison. And you, too.
That’'sright. Do you recognize the messenger that God sent to us? No more vaueto
you? Repudiate hiswritings? Don't believe it any more? Where did you get the truth?
Ah, friends, let us get our eyes opened. We know where we received the truth, and how
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we came out of that old dungeon. But there'san iron door. There' s an iron door, another
one over here. And the adversary would say, “Peter, you'll never get out of here” He
was to be executed the next day. But what happened? The door opened of itsown
accord. Peter was on the outside.

That’swhy you're here today. Because you were brought out of the dungeon, out of a
prison, tied in that prison with the creeds and traditions of men.  Someone would say,
“Brother, haven't you subscribed to acreed now?’ No, who told you that? Thereis
somebody lying about it. “Didn’t the Dawn ask you to subscribe to acreed?” No.
“What did the Dawn ask you to do?” Nothing. The only thing the Dawn asked me to do
was to be sure and go to the post office and cal for your genera ddivery mail. Someone
might be trying to get in touch with you for afunerd. Isthat acreed? Somebody’slying
about it. | hear thisal over Canada, too. “You subscribeto acreed.” That'salie All
these same brethren at one time accepted the truth and accepted Pastor Russell, as that
fathful and wise servant, and | do it today because | can prove it by the Bible.

Oh my dearly beloved, let us not be deceived. Let us put on the whole armor of God that
we may be able to sand down herein this evil day. Peter was delivered, and oh what joy
it must have been, that wonderful ddiverance.

How about the Hebrew children? 'Y ou remember that — Meshach, Shadrach and
Abednego? They were cast into afiery furnace because they wouldn’t bow to an image
that the king had set up out in the plains of Duryea. No, they wouldn't bow toit. And
you know what they said? “ Our God whomwe serve.” That's noteworthy, isn'tit? Let

it be upon our lips and hearts, too. “ Our God whomwe serve is able to deliver us.” And

hasn't he ddlivered us congtantly?

Many of the brethren have asked me if any of the Canadian brethren are coming down. |
said, | doubt it. There'stwo here from Winnipeg, and I'm glad they are here. But those
brethren up in Saskathchewan. Our dear Brother Frick (?) said, who has forty thousand
bushels of whest right on his farm in graineries and another crop of good wheat coming, |
sad to him, you and your family could come to Bloomington. He sad, oh yes, if | could
sl thewheat, but | can't sdll abushd. Forty thousand bushels of wheat and | can’t sell a
bushe. Why? Because the nations of the earth are coming into that condition, where
they can't buy, the sdller can’t sdll and the buyer can’t buy because the buyer has no
money. The nations of the earth can’t buy it. | was over into Mexico just recently and
the Mexican five dollar slver piece is worth how much in Canedian money? In

American money? Forty-five cents. Five dollarsin Mexican money | worth forty-five
cents in Canadian and American money. How much wheat could we buy for five
dollars? About apeck. It would take a carload of wheat to buy a carload of money, or a
carload of money to buy acarload of wheat. Thereit is; that is the condition that the
world isin, coming like athief upon thewhole world. They aredl in atrgp and thereis
no way out.

What is our duty? To bring honor and glory to God. How can we do thisin our bodies
and spirits, which are His? Hereisan order | want to leave: 1 Corinthians 10:31:
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“Whether therefore ye eat, or whether ye drink, or whatsoever ye do, do to the glory of
God.” That'sthe biggest order thereisin the Bible, isn't it? Whatsoever thou doest —
whether ye eat or whether you drink — do it to the glory of God.

Weknow that? Yes. All consecrated heartsknow it. Yes. What doesit mean? It
meansto be careful. Why? “Son, give methey heart.” Did wegiveour heart to
God? Yes. Infull consecration? Yes, unreserved. Wedidn’t hold anything back.
Now you become a steward over everything you possess—your farm, your car, your
wife, your children, your husband, your bankrall, yes, your talents, your will.
You've given that up. Everything that we possess, we gaveto God. Now we have
become a steward over it, and we must give an account of our stewardship. Now
keep thisin mind, brethren, “Whatsoever thou doest, do to the glory of God.”
Think. Think again. Think once more beforeyou doit. Don’t you think that would
be pleasngto God? | am sureyou will agreewith methat that’sright.

Psdms 29:1: “Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty.” All the new cregtures are mighty.

They are sons of God. “ Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty, give unto the Lord glory and
strength. Give unto the Lord the glory due hisname.” The glory that we know to do;
that’s due His holy name; in our body and spirits, which are His.

Oh friends, how wonderful it will be, when it isdl over with, the churchiin glory. Yes.
And than a the end of the Millennium we reed, “And the glory of the Lord shdl be
reveded and dl flesh shal seeit together.” The human race will know more about the
glory of God. What isthe glory of God? That new creation, his masterpiece. It takes
two thousand years to find, select and create the new creation. Hisroyad diadem, the
glory of God shdl berevedled and dl flesh shall seeit together. Don't you believe,
friends, that this should be our highest maotive? Ah, | think more of the brethren ought to
touch on this, don't you? There' s so much. It would take hours and hoursto cal to mind
the glory of God and our highest motive.

Pray for me, friends, and I'll remember you in my prayers, and that will betie that binds
our heartsin Chrigtian love.
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