GOD’S KINGDOM

Br. Ted Jennings

| have taken as my text # Daniel 2:44, "And in the days of these
kings shdl the God of heaven set up akingdom, which shdl never
be destroyed: and the kingdom shdl not be I€eft to other people, but
it shal bresk in pieces and consume al these kingdoms, and it

shdll stand forever."

We are d| familiar with the declaration in our Lord’s mode!
prayer- "Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth asitisin
heaven." (# Matthew 6:10) Y ou will recdl thet it was after the
announcement made by John the Baptist in # Maithew 10:7 (“the
kingdom of heaven is a hand") that our Lord taught his disciples
that prayer. It isvery easy to see what kingdom the Lord had in
mind when he taught his disciples this prayer. On one occason he
sad, referring to the time of his second advent, his second
presence, that he would cast out of his kingdom al who do
iniquity. (Matt. 13:41) Who would know that was the kingdom he
had in mind when teaching usto pray, "thy kingdom"? Do you
think there will be any person who will practice iniquity in his
completed kingdom? No, that kingdom will be perfect, and when it
will have prevailed over dl the earth, dl thingswill be perfect asin
heavert "thy will be done on earth asit is donein heaven.”

Youwill recal that God, al down through the years had regarded
al of Abraham’s descendents as his people; thet they were dl
cdled Israd, and that the term Zion applied to the nation as a
whole. Therefore, during that period, the true and the fase
|sradlites congtituted Zion. These were al God's people. We read
in# John 1:11, "He came unto his own, and his own received him
not." But the true (caled whegt) and the fdse (called chaff) were
separated during the harvest at the end of the Jewish Age. And,
amilarly al professed Chrigtians (true and fdse) have condtituted
goiritud Zion, the kingdom in its preparatory state during the
Gospd Age. So during this harvest the true Christians called
wheat, and the fase Christians called tares, are separated. The
Lord takes these out of his kingdom, aswe read in # Matthew
13:41, "And they shdl gather out of his kingdom dl things that
offend, and them which do iniquity.” Also in the church, thereisa
dass of Chrigians cadled "foalish virgins." These will not be on the
throne, but will be before the throne in the completed kingdom.

Many sincere Bible readersfail to see the ditinction made
between the kingdom in embryo (church militant) and the



completed kingdom (church triumphant). In # Luke 19:11 we read,
"And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable,
because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that
the kingdom of God should immediately appear.” Here our Lord
plainly shows that God' s kingdom was not then existing on earth

in the full sense, and would not until the "young nobleman” (Jesus)
returns from the far country which is heaven itsdlf. In # Luke 19:12
we read, "He said therefore, a certain nobleman went into afar
country to receive for himself akingdom and to return.” The
disciples had become convinced that Jesus was the Messiah and
hoped that he would at once set up his kingdom. Our Lord used
that parable to teach them that it would not be set up during his
fird advent. Then in 1874 he returned to establish his kingdom.

In# Acts 1.6 we read, "When they therefore were come together,
they asked of him saying, Lord wilt thou at thistime restore again
the kingdom to Israel ?* What was Jesus' reply? Did he say to

them, that the kingdom had been aready set up. No, he did not; but
what he did tel them wasto "Tarry a Jerusalem until they

received the Holy Spirit which would enable them to understand
the matter better. (# Luke 24:49) Now notice how Peter, after
recelving the Holy Spirit, understood that the Kingdom would be
set up at our Lord's second advent. We read from # Acts 3:19- 21,
"Repent ye therefore, and be converted that your sins may be
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shdl come from the
presence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus Chrigt, which before
was preached unto you: whom the heaven must receive (retain)

until the times of redtitution of dl things, which God has spoken by
the mouth of dl his holy prophets snce the world began” Itisa
plain Bible teaching thet the kingdom will be fully established

upon the earth during our Lord's second presence. Heis now
present and the kingdom is being set up. Redtitution times have

aso begun—it dl began in 1874.

Could you imagine some as saying "did not Jesus plainly say that
nobody would ever know the time of his second advent?' No, he
did not say that; for it iswritten in # Matthew 24:42, "Watch
therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.” There
was but one person in the universe who knew, and that was our
Heavenly Father—God himsdf knew, but Jesus did not. Why? He
did not yet possess dl power in heaven and earth. He did not know
a thetime of hisfirst advent (when he was the man Christ Jesus)
when his second advent would occur. At hisresurrection "all

power in heaven and earth was given him," but he did not have that
power before his resurrection.



We read in ## Revelation 1.1, "The revelation of Jesus Chrigt
which God gave unto him." Again in # Acts 15:18, "Known unto
God are dl hisworks from the beginning of theworld.” In due
time God reveded his plan to his Son because his Son was faithful.
Then in due time Jesus made known its various festures to his
fathful disciples. God made his plan thousands of years ago, but
did not open it up to anyone until the resurrection of his Son—then
he reveded it. The Apostle Paul, addressing the church a
Thessdonicasaid in 1 Thess. 5:- 5, "But of the times and the
seasons, brethren, ye have no need that | write unto you, for
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord So cometh as a
thief in the night, for when they shal say peace and safety; then
sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon awoman
with child; and they shal not escape, but ye, brethren, are not in
darkness, that the day should overtake you as athief, ye are dl the
children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the
night nor of darkness."

This brings us back to our text (# Danid 2:44), "In the days of
these kings shall the God of heaven set up akingdom." Here the
prophet tells us that this kingdom is to be established during the
times of these kings, not before, not after, but during "the days of
these kings." Thisisthe reason why our Lord Jesus returned the
second time. He returned to set up his kingdom which will be one
thousand years long, commencing & the time of his second
presence, i.e. 1874. So we see, dear friends, that the kingdom is
dready established on the earth during the days of these kings. The
thousand years of Chrit’s Reign began in 1874—not sometimein
the future as some would lead usto believe. | would suggest a
careful rereading of Volumes 2, 3 and 4. Thiskingdom isto be set
up on the earth. God' s enemies are on this earth; therefore, Jesus
edtablishes his kingdom on the earth and will rule to subdue dl
God' s enemies So asto relieve the earth of the "curse” as
pronounced by God, when he said to Adam (in # Genesis 3:17),
"Cursed isthe ground for thy sake. The whole earth will be
"Paradisg”’ as Eden was, before the Curse was pronounced. ##
Reveation 24:3.

Some ask this question, "do you mean to say that Jesus and his
Bride will live on the restored earth?’ No, dear friends, they will

al be glorious spirit beings, and are to reign over the earth during
the Millennium, to accomplish the restitution work of which dl the
holy prophets wrote and spoke about. Jesus plainly told his
disciples that he would prepare a specid place for them, and we
read from # John 14:2, 3, "In my Father’ s house are many
mansons. if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a



place for you. And if | go and prepare aplace for you, | will come
again and receive you unto mysdf; that where | am, there you may
be dso;" and that on his return to earth they will be received unto
that place. The same thing istaught by Paul in # 2 Corinthians 5:1-
3, saying, "For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made
with hands, eternd in the heavens. For in thiswe groan, earnestly
desiring to be clothed upon with our house which isfrom heaven:

if So be that being clothed we shdl not be found naked." Restored
human beings will reside on the perfected earth. (See # Ezekid
36:24- 33; 37:1- 4; 16:44- 63) | have not time to read these now,
but you can read these at your leisure.

When Jesus said to hisdisciples, "I go to prepare a place for you,”
he evidently had in mind the kingdom referred to in his modd
prayer ("Thy kingdom come") and in the parable recorded in #
Luke 19:12- 27.

In # Matthew 25:34 our Lord, speaking of restored mankind said,
"Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world." Not declaring it in So many
words, yet the Scriptures plainly teach, to the eye of faith, thet it is
Jehovah' s purpose to permit sin to curse the earth for 6,000 years
without any relief; permitting the curse to increase until the
Millennid Age. Then during the Millennid Age, the Son and his
Bride associated in glory, condtituting the seed of Abraham, will
reign on the earth as kings and priests, gradudly removing the
curse.

From the time of Adam’ s transgression until the time that God
made the covenant with the Jewish people, God had no kingdom
on earth. The same was true even after the twelve tribes came into
exisence and for severa centuries afterward. God showed great
favor to the Jewish people and dealt with them under Judges—not
as akingdom or monarchy. God's kingdom came into existence
when Saul became Isradl’ sfirst king. Then God had a kingdom on
earth. Weread in ## 1 Chronicles 29:23, "that Solomon sat on the
throne of the Lord instead of David;" but when Zedekiah was taken
captive, God' s kingdom on earth ceased to exist.

All of us here are familiar with the words in # Ezekid 21:25- 27,
"And thou, profane wicked prince of Isragl, whose day is come,
when iniquity shal have an end, thus saith the Lord God; remove
the diadem, and take off the crown: this shdl not be the same: exalt
him that islow, and abase him that is high. | will overturn,

overturn, overturn it: and it shdl be no more, until he come whose



rightitis, and | will giveit him." What would be overturned?—the
Kingdom—until he comeswhoseright it is, and "l will giveit to
him." Aswedl know thisrefersto our Lord Jesus. In Volumell,
page 76, par. 1 Bro. Russell makes these comments, "This
overturning of the crown, or dominion, has been accomplished. It
was firg turned over to Babylon, then to Medo Perdia, then to
Grecia, and then to Rome. The character of these empires, as
recorded on the pages of history, we have found to agree perfectly
with the prophetic descriptions, as portrayed in Nebuchadnezzar' s
vison of the great image and in Daniel’ s vision of the four beadts.
This overturned condition of Isragl’ s dominion was to continue
until Chrigt, the rightful heir of the throne of Israd and dl the

earth, who purchased it with his own precious blood, would come
and take control. His, as we have seen, will be the fifth universa
empire of earth, the Kingdom of God under the whole heavens,
But unlike the preceding four dominions which were permitted for
an gppointed time, and therefore recogni zed, though not
gpprovingly, this one will be gpproved and established by God, as
his representative in the earth. It will be God' s Kingdom, the
Kingdom of Jehovah's Anointed. It will be established gradualy
during a great time of trouble with which the Gaspd Age will

close and in the midst of which present dominions shdl be utterly
consumed passing away amid greet confuson.”

Dear Friends, let us cast our minds back to the vison of
Nebuchadnezzar. Y ou remember the image he saw with the head
of gold, the other parts of the body of different metds, representing
four powers. Danid saw them portrayed from a different
standpoint—as four beeasts; and the fourth was very ferocious, a
kind of beast Danid had never seen before. He saw the kingdoms
represented from God' s slandpoint—as beastly. Not that the
people, who were under these governments were regarded by the
Lord as beastly, but the governments themsdaves imperfect and
beastly. Nebuchadnezzar saw them from the worldly standpoint.
Ficture in your minds, dear friends, the image, beginning & the top
of the head, right down to the soles of the feet, and you have a
mentd picture of the length of the Gentile times—2520 years long;
beginning when Zedekiah was deposed (606 B.C.) and ending in
1914 A.D. Our Lord referred to this period as the Times of the
Gentiles. He said that " Jerusalem must be trodden down of the
Gentiles" (# Luke 21:24) They did end in 1914.

Brethren we are in that time or period that Danid wrote of in Dan.
12: 1. Weread, "And at that time shal Michad stand up, the great
prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there
shal be atime of trouble, such as never was since there was a



nation, even to that same time: and at that time thy people shdl be
ddivered, everyone that shdl be found written in the book. This
prophecy began to be fulfilled in 1874—Michadl has "stood up.”

There are many people today who are not Bible readers, who see
that socidly, politically and financidly, conditions are not
satifactory, with the result that their hearts are failing them for

fear, and they are saying that there will be a crigs of somekind.

Y es, dear friends, the Bible certainly tells us about the impending
crigsthat will take place upon the earth. Right here another text
applies- # Zephaniah 3:8, 9. We read, "Therefore wait ye upon me,
sath the Lord, until the day that | rise up to the prey; for my
determination is to gather the nations that | may assemble the
kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even dl my fierce
anger: for dl the earth shdl be devoured with the fire of my
jedlousy. For then will | turn to the people a pure language that
they may cdl upon the name of the Lord, to serve him with one
consent.” It here speaks, you will notice, of the fire of God's
jedlousy. There will be a destruction, but this does not mean the
destruction of the literd earth for the kingdom of God sits upon the
earth, and it "shdl never be destroyed.” (# Danid 2:44) What earth
isit that "isto be devoured'? It is the present socid order, the
present ingtitutions based upon sdfishness. The people will be free
and will be under the Lord’ srighteousrule, and it will bea
permanent blessing. Every time we pray, "Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth”, we are praying for these very things.

We dl know that suffering is on the increase today in the world,
and dl of us here know that the Lord has something better to
edtablish in the place of the present order of things. So, then dear
friends, you and | recognize the fact that we have been enjoying
our Lord's second presence which began in 1874, and since then
we have been in the time Peter cdls the "times of regtitution of dl
things" We should refresh our memories on these things by
reading the volumes again and again. What | am trying to bring

to your attention is that the Scriptures which reate to this subject,
and the signs of the times, show that we are in the last day, the
Great Seventh Day, the Millennium, and we know that certain
prophetic lines prove that our Lord Jesus returned in 1874, and
since then He has been setting up his kingdom; and. thisisthe time
the Lord inspired Danid to write about, when he said, "Inthe days
of these kings."

My dear friends, for what did our Lord Jesus come the first time?
For what was the Word made flesh? For the sole purpose that he
might give hisflesh for the world—as weread in # He 2:9, "But



we see Jesus, who was made alittle lower than the angds for the
suffering of desth, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the
grace of God should taste degth for every man.” Again the Aposile
Paul said in# He 12:2, "L ooking unto Jesus the author and finisher
of our fath; who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God."

Does each one of us here see Jesus? We should if we are
Chrigtians. How? With the eye of understanding. Paul, spesking to
the church a Ephesus said (# Ephesians 1:18), "The eyes of your
understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what isthe
hope of his cdling, and what the riches of the glory of his
inheritance in the saints.” That isthe way "we see Jesus” If every
eye shall see (discern) him, then, we see Jesus (with the eye of
understanding, the eye of faith) made allittle lower than the angels
(Hebrews came down from the spiritud plane to the human plane),
for the suffering of deeth, that he by the grace of God might taste
desth for every man.

Our Lord humbled himsdlf, took upon himself the form of a

servant and was made in the likeness of sinful flesh, thet is, he took
on the same form, the same nature thet fallen humanity have, only
his nature was perfect, while ours isimperfect. After becoming a
man he humbled himsdlf to the degth of the cross. Then God

highly exalted him to a higher nature than human nature and to
greater power and wisdom. He has the divine nature and possesses
divine power and wisdom. After his resurrection dl power in
heaven and earth was given him, and he is now the expressimage
of the Father’s person.

Our Lord said to Nicodemus, as we read in # John 3:8, "The wind
bloweth where it listeth and thou hearest the sound thereof, but
cang not tell whence it cometh and whither it goeth; Sois every
onethat is born of the Spirit." Was Jesus born of the flesh? Yes,
born of awoman. Then he was a. human being but perfect. At his
resurrection he was born of the spirit, and became the first- born
from the dead, the firgt fruits of them that dept and the first- born
among many brethren.

In# 1 Peter 3:18 we read, "Put to death in the flesh, but quickened
by the spirit." In his resurrection change our Lord became that
Spirit. If you recal what our Lord said in # Luke 24:39, "for a
gpirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have." | have met
many people who have misunderstood and unscripturdly
interpreted these words. They believe that Jesus has aflesh and



bone body. Do you think that Jesusis exactly like Jehovah? Yes,
because he is the express image of the Father. The Bible says, no
man can see God and live, and that which isborn of the spirit is
gpirit. If Jesus has a flesh and bone body he is not like the Father,
because the Father is a spirit being.

Jesus smply assumed the flesh and bone body to communicate
with his disciples—to convince them that he was no longer dead,
and to ingtruct them in respect to their future work. In the past,
holy angels created human bodies and covered them with
appropriate clothing, communicating with Abraham, Sarah and
others. After Jesus was resurrected he was on earth forty days,
none being aware that he was on earth but the disciples. He
ascended and the world knew nothing about it; and he has returned
in the same manner- "as athief." (## Revdation 16:15)

The Apostle Peter in# 1 Peter 2:10 said that "the day of the Lord"
would come as athief (Diaglott), and in verse 8 he says, "B,
beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the
Lord as athousand years, and athousand years as one day." We as
watchers know that he has come dready as athief and is judging—
the Lord is judging the nations, not the people, as he will do that
later on.

Since 1874 our Lord has been setting up his kingdom, and one of
hisfirg acts was theraising of the degping saints—in 1878. We
read in ## Revelation 14:13, "And | heard a voice from heaven
saying (unto me) write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord
from henceforth: Y ea, saith the spirit, thet they may rest from their
labors; for their works do follow them." Here John tells us that
since 1878 the Lord has been resurrecting his deeping saints and
points out that there isawork to be done both this side of the vell
and the other Sde of the vell.

Fnally, let us particularly note a certain text in # Acts 1.9, "and a
cloud received him out of their sght.” The Apostles saw Jesus
enter acloud, but did not see him go into heaven. The cloud
obscured him from their Sght. In# Acts 1:11 wereed, "In like
manner” he comes again; and in ## Reveation 1:7 we aso read,
"Behold, He cometh with (or in) clouds.” People no more see him
in the clouds, a his second advent, than the Apostles saw himin
the cloud that "received him out of their Sght.” Back there the
cloud obscured, concealed him. Here at his second advent the
clouds again conced him So he came unknown to the world—only
those who were watching knew of his second presence. Dear
Friends, seeing the matter so, let us more and more pray, "Thy



kingdom come!" - for the complete establishment of the kingdom.
May the Lord add his blessing.
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