’IF THE TRUMPET MAKE AN UNCERTAIN
SOUND

Br. Irwin Doran

We are living in the day when the trumpet should be blowing loud
and clear in the land of anti- typica Israel. God has seen to it that
the whole world is hearing the trumpet of liberty, marking the
beginning of the ‘times of redtitution of dl things” In Zion aso,
the trumpet should be blowing loud and clear. But something is
muffling the sound.

We believe tha never in church higtory have the evil influences
been So active. They are multiplying false doctrine. They are
diverting action from the truth. And what better way to divert the
brethren from the truth than by muffling the loud end clear tones of
the trumpet and having the trumpet give an uncertain sound?

We are dl familiar with the fact that in olden days, the sgnd for
action in an army wasthe blast of atrumpet. It was the sgnd for
the soldiers to put their armor on and to follow the captain’s
orders. However, if the trumpet made an uncertain sound, the
soldiers would not know whether it was an actud sgnd to get
reedy or whether the trumpet had accidentaly given an unintended
sound. Not being sure, the soldiers would not make themsalves

ready.

The same meaning can be deduced from Paul’ swordsin # 1
Corinthians 14:8, when he said * If the trumpet give an uncertain
sound, who shdl gird himsdlf for the battle? Or, in other words,
who will understand the important kingdom message of present
truth if the preaching is not dlear and definite?

So today, the evil influences have conspired to have the message
garbled So that it islike the uncertain sound of atrumpet. How is
this done? Thisis done by introducing unprofitable and irrdlevant
questions about truths that we have dl learned well and have
accepted them as gospel. Here are afew specific examples: 1. The
chronology is questioned. 2. The Jubilee type is questioned. 3. The
beginning of the times of redtitution in which we areliving, is
questioned. 4. The 7,000 year day is being stretched to more than
7,000 years. 5. Our Lord’sreign is being deferred. And, brethren,
you could add to that list. This causes the same uncertain sound
that hgppened in the nominad system.



On reprint page 2646 the Pastor pointed out, ‘ Religious doctrines
have softened, .. Instead of conviction has come uncertainty, doubt,
skepticism and the generd fedling that ‘NOBODY KNOWS—we
may be right, you may be right or al may be wrong."Brethren is
that the way we learned the truth? Was it maybe the chronology is
right? Was it maybe the restitution trumpet is blowing? Maybe we
are in the beginning of the times of redtitution? Maybethe Lord is

reégning?

If you will recdl, brethren, one of the reasons the truth thrilled us

So was because there were no, ‘maybes about it, and WE KNOW
what we believe. We have taken the Apostl€' s counsd in # 2
Timothy 2:2 when he said * And the things thou hast heard of me

by many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who

shall be able to teach others dso.” And what we learned we are
teaching others without any shadow of doubt, with the clear
conviction that what we learned in those V olumes was not error,

but truth.

Just when we are nearing the exatation and glory of the church,

every imaginable device is resorted to, to beguile us of our reward;
and, if possble, to frudtrate this feature of God's plan. Of course

we know it isimpossible to frudtrate any part of the divine plan,

but it is scripturd, thet ‘.. if it were possible, the very eect would

be deceived.” /# Matthew 24:24) It isnot impossble to knock us out
of therace, isit? Oneway of knocking us out of theraceisto

shake our faith by making us doubt the veracity of what we have
learned.

Because of these snares which would come upon the church, our
Lord warned in # Revdation 3:11, ‘ Take heed beloved, et no man
take thy crown.” If we vaue the glorious hope set before us, we
will not alow ourselves to become subject to seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils about which the Apostle warned usin # 1
Timothy 4:1.

One of the things that will help us to strengthen our faith in these
days when everything is being shaken, that can be shaken, isto
remember that we are a peculiar people. We are separate from the
world, and we are separate from Nominal Christians. We are
peculiarly separate by being favored with a dlearer insght into the
deep things of God, So we do not have to doubt what we have
learned. We have been given the truth! The whole truth! We know
what the Father hasin mind for us. We know what he hasin mind
for the whole world of mankind. We know when he plansto do
what he will do. How do we know? Are we more brilliant than



others? Did we find these things in the Bible through some specia
talent? No.

In due time our Lord came and girded himself to serve us mest in
due season, through that *wise and faithful servant’ to whom he
gave dl his goods. Through this agency, written down in the Sx
Volumes of Scripture Studies and Tabernacle Shadows, and made
plain on tables, like the chart of the ages, we that read may run to
do Hisbidding That's how we came to know God's Plan and His
Word! Not one of us here learned it any other way. God chose this
way, a thisend of the age, to tdl us about His plan, just as any
loving father would tell His children, what he hasin mind for

them.

In# Hebrews 1:1 Paul said, *God, who at sundry timesand in
divers manners spoke in time past unto the fathers by the prophets
hath in these last days spoken to us by His Son.” To emphasize our
peculiar separateness even more, in # John 15:14,15 Jesus said,
“You are my friends, if you do whatsoever | command you.
Henceforth, | call you not servants, for the servant knoweth not
what his master doeth, but | have cdled you friends, for al things
that | have heard of the father, | have made known unto you.” Isn't
that marvelous? Everything that the father told Lord Jesus, he told
us, because we are hisfriends. We are his brethren. We are
participating in His church and today, we have been given the
whole Truth in one wdl- organized plan of the ages.

It'slike being born with *aslver poon in your mouth,” asthe old
saying goes about rich men’s heirs—you' ve got everything. And

do we need more? The Divine Plan has put it dl into a capsule for
us. Because we are a class thus separate from the world, and
because we are thus separate from Chrigtians nomind, who have
not been taken into the Lord' s confidence, we don’t wonder if we
find them dl out of harmony with us, either ignoring or opposing

us. We don't wonder either that we are out of harmony with others,
described in# 2 Thessaonians 2:11, * God shdl send them sirong
delusonsthat they shdl beieve alie’

We hear, with increasing frequency, that much of what we have
learned has been found to be wrong, or a best what we have
learned is questionable. We hear the uncertain sound of the
trumpet—seeds of doubt. Yes, in the 15th verse, Paul told the
brethren to stand fast and hold the traditions which they had been
taught by word or by his epistle. Don’t change your mind, he was
saying. The things that you learned, hold on to them. Haven't we
been taught by the Pastor’ swords and his epistles, leading usto the



Truth in God's Holy Word? Isthere afaster, better way for anyone
to learn the Bible than to sudly it topicaly out of the VVolumes?

Conversdly, we should be darmed if we find we are in harmony
with the teachings of nomina Chrigtians, or we find we are in
harmony with those who suddenly have found that the meet in due
season somehow included some meet that was spoiled. What other
lesson could we get if we find that the chronology we learned, the
teaching that we live in the beginning of the times of redtitution,

the jubilee types, and our Lord s reign at the present time—are dl
guestionable, even though it was the meat in due season we had dl
been edting?

In# 1 Corinthians 10,11 Paul told usto al mind the same things:
‘Now | beseech you brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Chrig, that ye dl spesk the same things; and that there be no
divisons among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in
the same mind, and in the same judgment, for it has been declared
unto me, my brethren, that there are contentions among you.’
Apparently, even back there in the Apostl€ s day there were
differences of opinion, and there are today aso. But, we are dmost
becoming used to differences. In fact, many of God's children have
cometo fed that it iswrong to have perfect unity of thought, of
mind. Some consder it awrong condition, actualy a subserviency.
In our text, the gpostle shows heis not in agreement with any such
idea. Actudly, the apodtleis criticizing any sentiment that brings
about differences.

There were obvioudy INDEPENDENTS in the church then, as
now. Some THEN, as NOW, set themselves up as teachers and
boast of their independent thinking. They boast that they do not
agree with the volumes and the reprints on certain festures of truth.
By implication, they give the impresson that they should be the
more highly thought of on account of thisindependence. It's not
for usto judge their motives or intentions. However we must
believe they are deceaived. They are working more injury to the
cause of the Lord than they are probably aware. And brethren,
these are not Bro. Doran’ s words. These are the Pastor’ s words
back in the 1900's when these differences were occurring asthey
are now, only we don’t have the Pastor to go to asthey could then,
except we have hiswritings. (Reprint 4446)

From thetext {# I Corinthians 1:10,11} it srather clear that the
gpostle s conception of the divine truth, isthat al who are
gpeaking and teaching should teach and speak the same thing.
Elsewhere he says we should dl mind the same things. Now, we



know that when the gpostle said things like thisin his epidtles, he
wasn't just saying this as a passing reference. He was concerned
about this situation in the church. And we must be concerned, but
not from the stlandpoint of anything except that we should have no
doubts about what we believe, especially where we are on the
Stream of time.

Should we question how it would be possible for many men of
many minds, to view the divine truth in exactly the same light?
Should we point to the various creeds of Christendom which
contradict each other on So many points of doctrine and say, ‘ See,
it' simpossible to have the same thoughts.” Apparently the answer
to dl these divisonsin the nomina sysem smply points out the
truth of what the Apostle was saying. The sectarian spirit has torn
the word of God to pieces. The spirit of Christ, which would have
preserved the unity of the body of the church in the bonds of peace
was neglected, and a spirit of INDEPENDENCE was fostered.
What' s the result? Babylon, confusion. Doubt spawns confusion—
"if the trumpet give an uncertain sound.’

The remedy is the one the Pastor sought to present in dl of his
writings. He said let us ascertain the mind of Chrigt, the spirit of
the truth, by the acceptance of the ENTIRE word of God. It was
the bringing of every interpretation into aignment with God's
word, and rejection of everything found contrary to his word; and
he put it al together into one divine plan.

The questions of the present time are: 1. Have we, who believein
present truth, greater mental acumen and grester &bility in the
interpretation of the word, than our forefathers for 19 centuries? 2.
Or, isit because we are living in the glorious epoch designated as
the Harvest Time? and 3. Shouldn’'t we give the Lord the credit for
having brought to our attention the harmonies of the Divine Word?

We redlize too, that it is So far above and beyond the naturd man's
ability that it would be amiracle for any man to consiruct such a
theory. It would be the most stupendous miracle of which we have
any knowledge. If we see this plan now as not of men nor by man,
but by the holy spirit, then the holy spirit should be looked upon as
the teacher and not some human ingrumentality through which the
presentation has been made to the church.

We pray in the hymn, ‘Be thou my teacher, Lord,” but surdly we
pray in van if we, in practice give no heed to the Lord asthe
teacher. We pray rather on the contrary if we encourage
independence of thought. If we suggest that anybody can Strike a



spiritua match which would give greeter light and throw parts of
the Divine Plan back into the shadows—whoever believes such a
thing to be possible cannot believe that the Divine Plan isthe
truth—the true plan of God. It cannot satisfy hislonging as nothing
elsewould do. If it did, he would not be seeking for something
further, would he? He would not be looking for an independent or

aspecid light.

If he were satisfied, he would be overawed with the grace of God.
He would wonder that the light of divine truth had percolated
through his blindness of previous superdtitions. He would So
marve a the light of the knowledge of the glory of God that he
would be bowed down in humility and gratitude. He would fear to
lift his eyes, even for amoment from the vison which was written
down and made plain on tables lest he should miss a single feature,
Could herationally expect to find a grander vison than whet we
have? | don't see how if he has redlly tasted the riches of God's
grace and truth; and has't this truth been made manifest to God's
sants?

Thereis only one explanation that fits or explains our present
condition. The present bright shining of the divine word—the
Pastor himsdlf gives us the explanation. He gave assurance that at
his second presence he would make himself known—to
everybody? No!'—only to histrue, loyd and fathful servants. He
sad he would gird himsdf. What does that mean? He would
become their servant! A girdleisasymbol of servitude; and he
would cause them to St down to meat. And what' s this mest, that
he caused us to St down to?>—The Studiesin the Scriptures! He
would bring forth from the treasures of divine Truth ‘things new
andold.” {# Luke 12:37} Isthere any other explanation of the
wonderful light we have on the divine plan now shining? It didn’t
come by man; it came from God through our Lord Jesus Chrigt, to
his church. There can’'t be any other explanation for the bounties
that crowd the table of the Lord' s faithful ones. Meat to egt indeed
have they of which the world knows nothing.

What do we suppose the Lord is proving? Could it be he wantsto
see to what extent we recognize Him asthe giver of dl good?—to
what extent our hearts are feeding on the Truth? Does he want to
see to what extent we are being nourished spiritualy?, to what
extent in othersthere is merdly afeverish excitement?, a
dissatisfaction, alooking for something new?

Let'sfaceit. If you have everything, you don't look for something
€lse do you?—not unless you don't know that you have



everything. Ian't it logical to suppose that thosewho arein a
dissatisfied condition, that Satan, dways dert, through hisfdlen
angds, especidly during this present age, will present himsdlf as

an angel of light, and offer them food and other ‘light’." Newer and
better, hewill say. Wedl know that if we get on amailing lis—
say you buy alawn mower through a catalogue—what heppens?
When merchants find out you like lawn mowers, you are on their
list for fertilizers, grass seed, home improvements and other related
items. That'sthe way that evil forces dso work. If you give any
indication you are not satisfied with what you have, he will show
you some beautiful looking things—on the surface. 't it logica

to suppose that God will permit such delusions upon his people to
prove them, or test them?

The Pagtor received many inquiries in 1909 regarding this matter
of minding the same things. One of the questions he got was *What
shall the Lord's shegp do when those who have been leading them
object to references and quotations from the Studiesin the
Scripturesin study mestings a which there is otherwise full liberty
of expression? The questioner went on to say that the leaders say
thisis man worship or book worship; and that God's people should
use God a book only—the Bible. (I don’t know what we have been
studying dl these years, brethren, if it hasn't been the Bible.
Actually, dl of the referencesin the Volumes are to the Bible,
nothing ese.) What does Studies in the Scriptures mean?—unless
wefail to tie the two together that the Scriptures and the Bible are
the same thing. The Pastor’ sreply to the questioner was * Tell the
leader we are unable to see the difference between hearing a
teacher expound ordly and having the teachingsin printed form or
quoted by another.” If teaching by the printed word iswrong, he
sad, then dl teaching iswrong. If it's reasonable, he said, for usto
hear with respect the words of one who clams ability to assst us
in the right understanding of God's word, it should be reasonable
to hear the words from these books which dready have actualy
and truly taught us nearly dl that we understand of God' s word.

Isthat true? Where did we learn So much about the Bible that
everyone here who has studied these books can put most ministers
to shame in an understanding of God’'s Word. Did we suddenly,
one day get an inspiration, pick up the Bible, leaf through it, and
the Holy Spirit shed a spotlight on it and showed us dl the things
we have learned? If we ever conclude to have the one human
channd of indruction, our decison will beto stick firmly to the

one God has used, and blessed to our enlightenment, rather than to
an ora teacher who thus shows his oppaosition to the agency that
God used and blessed to us.



Hereis another letter which was addressed to our Pestor: ‘ Our
chosen class leader or elder isaclever brother. Y et, we often think
his expogtion is dightly in error—different from our own views
taken largely from our study in the Scripture Studies. When we call
this elder’ s attention to this matter, he generdly repliesthat itisa
good while since he has had a chance to look at the Scripture
Studies, and asfor the Towers, he says heisredly too busy to read
them. What would our duty, as a class, be?

The Pastor answered: ‘ There are two duties for the class: the duty
toward the leader would be to tdll him in love and kindliness that
according to his own statement he is overcharged with the cares of
thisworld, and it isyour duty toward him to excuse him from
leading the class that he may have more time for persond study
and development.” The ecclesaruns the ecclesig, brethren, not the
leaders of the class. The second duty of the class, said the Pastor,
wasto set up as aleader anaturaly less talented brother, but one
possessed of more time for study, or one who has more zedl for the
truth. Elect him elder and then everybody turn in and hep him by
studying well the questions for each lesson.

Remember that our forefathers had Bibles and attempted to have
Bible studies and Bible classes, without gaining much wisdom or
light, as aresult. Ask yourselves and other brethren, * Did the light
which you now enjoy come to you by independent Bible study?
We doubt it. What are the Studies in the Scriptures but the Bible
aranged topicdly, with citations for every point and paragraph?

Isit not probable that our adversaries, the fallen angels (now
running amuck because they don't have the leadership of Satan
who is being bound—he doesn’'t have control of his empire any
longer), are ddighting to pose as angels of light, upholders of the
Bible and isn't it possible they are trying to deceive some of us?
How? By casting doubt upon what we have learned—by making
the trumpet have an uncertain sound? Is't it possible that efforts
are being made to draw us away from the Gresat Light which our
Lord has now provided?

The Apostle Paul had something very definite to say about any
message that was different from the one he had been teaching and
which the brethren had learned. In # Gdatians 3:1- 3 and 1:6- 10
we must, from the context, understand thet the Galatians, after
having been spiritudly enlightened, were apparently going back to
the Jewish Law. Listen to what Paul said to them, *Oh foolish
Gdatians, who hath bewitched you, that you should not obey the



truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ had been set forth and
crucified among you. Are ye So foolish, having begun in the spirit,
are ye now made perfect in the flesh? | marvel that you are So soon
removed from him that caled you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospd, which is not another gospd . But there be some that
trouble you and would pervert the gospe of Christ. But though we,
or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospd unto you than
that which we have preached unto you, let them be accursed.’

Notice, brethren, that Paul was saying that if he were to cometo
them with some message other than the one he had been preaching
to them, that he himsalf should be accursed under such conditions.
He was definite, was't he? Notice that he did not say that ‘no
matter what anybody preaches or teachers, it isn't realy
important—a| that mettersislovel’” Remember that this Paul
talking hereis the same Paul who wrote the 13th chapter of 1 Cor,
—the famous, well- known chapter on one subject, LOVE. In that
chapter, in the 6th verse, he said, ‘Love rgoiceth in any

doctrine ?—isthat what he said? No! He said ‘love rgoiceth in the
truth;” and we have been given the truth. Notice aso that Paul
thought his advice about preaching a different doctrine than what
they had been hearing was So important, that he repeated it in the
next verse. He said, ‘ Aswe said before, So say | now again, if any
man preach any other gospel than that which you have received, let
him be accursed.’

Whenever we hear strange doctrine, brethren, that is, teaching
other than those which we recelved through that wise and fathful
servant, who was sent to us by our Lord, thiswarning of Paul’swe
would do well to keep in mind. For he that thinketh he stand,
beware lest he fdl. We thank God that he has, through our Lord
Jesus Chrigt and the 12 gpostles, given us meset in due season, at
the end of this age, through that human insrumentality. Our own
faith, asareault, isfirmly planted on the Bible. We recognize the
Bible as the only divine revelaion of the will and plan of our
Creator. The servant gave us the keys to unlock the mystery and
we shouldn’t throw away the keys.

| want to close with an example of how we can keep that trumpet
blowing loud and clear in Zion, and not let it make any uncertain
sound. Executives of business concerns are expected to carefully
study their own company’s plan. Every year most companies make
aplan. The plan says we are going to make So much profit; we're
going to sall So much; we are going to make such and such
products, we' re going to open So many branches, So many plants,



and So on. And, these executives are expected to know the plans of
the company.

Many companies take their executives once or twice ayear far
away from the business to some pleasant, isolated, restful spot
where they can present the company’s plan without interference
from business cares; and where the executives can concentrate on
recaiving those plans and understand them. And incidentdly these
plans are put forth with anything but an uncertain sound. Thereis
no doubt in anyone' s mind about the success of the venture, nor
the soundness of the plan. It would be unheard of, and the last time
the executive would be heard, if one got up and said, ‘I’'m not So
sure about that profit, gentlemen. | believe our president may have
been over enthusiagtic about our sales. Matter of fact, | understand
that some of the figures are wrong and that a mistake has been
made. | know you have dl been looking forward to thisbeing a
good year, but due to the errors that have been cregping into our
reports, I’d say we can't be too sure about thiscoming year. Let's
al do the best we can, but we can't be sure of this plan because of
the errors. What do you suppose the head man would do with an
executive like that?

Ancther point in our exampleisthat not everybody in the company
is entrusted with knowing these plans. Many of uswork for
companies where plans are unknown to us. Only asdect few, a
few favored ones, know these plans.

God told us of His plan just as he told His friend Abraham what he
was going to do. In# Genesis 18:17 He said, *Shdl | hidefrom
Abraham the thing which | do, seeing that Abraham shdl become a
great nation? and al the nations of the earth shdl be blessed in
him? Just think, brethren, if the executives of earth are consdered
favored by a careful and continuous study of their companies
picayune plans, we with God's Plan we surely can say, ‘ Zion what
afavored lot isthine. For God loveth the gates of Zion! He shdll
build up Zion. He hath chosen Zion. He founded Zion. He shall
comfort Zion. He shdl set up hiskingdom in Zion. We are the
precious sons of Zion. We have been given His precious plan for
mankind, without error. We need no prod to study it. The careful
and continuous study of God's Planis our daily ddight and we
bdieveitisright.

In sudying God' s plan we are imbibing the spirit of his plan. Back
for amoment to the earthly executive—he imbibes the spirit of his
company’s plan largely because he believesit. He has no doubts
about it. Most of us know executives like that. What does thisfaith



in the company’ s plan do to them? They are So active that they
work day and night, travel far and wide, at whatever cost or
sacrifice necessary—they are imbued with the spirit of the
company plan.

How isit with usin our imbibing the spirit of God' s Plan? How is
it with usin our zed? Can we see oursalves as God sees usin #
Psalms 97:8? Does the scripture there say, ‘ Zion heard, but wasn't
sure, and was sad? No! ‘Zion heard and was glad.” They shdll
come with snging unto Zion.

One more point in our example. The company executive—does not
study the plans of other companies because he isin doubt about his
company’s plan. He studies the plan of his company and believes
that his company’s plan is free from error and better than any other
company’s plan. He istoo busy dso carrying out the plan to have
time for looking at other plans.

We have been given God's plan by our Lord through his servant. If
we have heard the certain sound of the presentation of this plan, we
won't have time nor disposition for strange doctrine or any
suggestion of achange in the plan. We are imbibing the spirit of
God's plan. We will not listen to any plan other than His. Like the
company executive our timeis not our own. What would his
company say if the executive were getting paid 20, 30, 50, 100
thousand dollars ayear and using time to study some other
company’s plan? And the Lord is paying us good wages, isn't he?
We have dedicated our time to God. We don’'t have time to
investigate fanciful theories and doubts to the neglect of His plan
pointed to by Hiswise and faithful servant.

The Apostle warned us, * Shun profane babblings, for they will
increase unto more ungodliness” He aso said study to show
ourselves approved, aworkman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth. Teach no other doctrine, neither
give heed to fables and endless gened ogies which minister
questions rather than godly edifying which isin faith. # 2 Timaothy
2:15,16 and # 1 Timothy 1:3,14.

So then, let us adhere closaly to the written word of God in our
teaching as we have been taught by a divinely gppointed agency. If
we will heed this advice, the trumpet will not make an uncertain
sound and we will have our armor on, reedy for the battle and be
protected to make our calling and election sure.

(Irwin Doran+ 9)
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