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"I know mine own and mine own know Me even as the Father
knoweth Me and | know the Father." (# John 10:14, 15, Rev. Ver.)

Thereisaworld of comfort and encouragement in this statement of
our Lord. It showsthe Lord's deep love and interest in us, who are
griving with heart and soul to please Him and help othersto taste
and fed that the Lord is good.

"l know mine own." This comforts the honest heart. We know that
our calling is not gppreciated by the world in gererd, nor by our
neighbors. Many of these we love, and naturdly desire their good
will. And when we find that loydty to the Truth and fathfulnessto
our King leads us into service which these do not appreciate; and
the darkness of the world with its hatred of the light endeavorsin
every way to make this service seem evil, because it undermines
the darkness of Satan’s kingdom and enlightens the gloom, leading
men away from Satan and davery unto God and liberty—then the
Lord' s people fed the reproach and londliness, astheir friends
misunderstand and |leave them. Then they remember this message:
"The Lord knoweth His own, the Lord bringsit to their atention,
and they say: "Though the world knows us not, even as it knew
Him not, though our friends steer shy of us and our enemies
misrepresent us, yet Thou dost know, Thou dost understand.” This
draws us near to Him, and we nestle down into His bosom and
look up into his face and see there a degp sympathy in dl our
struggles, aknowledge of every heart pang endured for Him, and a
deep gppreciation of our sacrifice of the good opinion of our
friends to please and serve Him. We see there a patient mother
love and we say that we had rather have such love and such a
friend than al the friends we had before. We find peace, and learn
to wait until He shdl justify us and make our righteousness to
shine forth asthe sun a noon- day.

It cheers us to know that our Lord as the expression of the Father’s
fedingstoward us, assures usthat in dl our afliction Heis

afflicted, that in Hislove and in His pity He redeems us, and He
will bear us and carry usthrough dl our days (# Isaiah 63:7- 9). In
our effortsto do Hiswill, though they be imperfect, yet He
gopreciates us very highly. # Mdachi 3:16, 17: "The Lord
hearkened and heard., and a book of remembrance was written for
them who feared the Lord end who thought upon His name. Thus
the Lord tellsus His interests in our efforts to understand His plan,



and to offer Him in loving sacrifice the best of everything that we
possess by His grace. O that we could aways redize as we meet
our Heavenly Father’ sinterest in us, and His willingness, yea His
desreto bless our effortsin the sudy of Hisword, and in the
development of character. Such aredization would mekedl
mestings increasingly profitable. The Lord desres to remember
what we say, takes notes on our conversation. Do we not desire
that these notes shal be the best possible, and please Him after
such marked interest, and show Him that we appreciate Hisloving
kindness by rendering loving obedience to the best of our ability?
Suppose an earthly father, earnestly striving to teach his son the
paths of righteousness, with what interest that father would watch
his son’s conduct to see how his ingtructions were being followed,
and to see his son develop a strong, sturdy character. If the father
heard the son, in the midst of some companions who were urging
him to do something wrong, stand for the right and not yield, even
though they used mean words and taunted him, would not the
father tell the son, when they met again: "My son, this day your
father is proud of you. And would not those words be esteemed a
great reward by the son? Surely so. And thiswould bring them
closer in heart, the father having confidence and delight in the son,
and the son in the father. It is just the same with our Heavenly
Father. Nothing ddlights Him So much as to see His character

image growing in us.

"Thou shdt be a crown of beauty in the hand of Jehovah, and a
roya diadem in the hand of thy God" (# Isaiah 62:2, 3—avery
beautiful and precious thing in the Father’ s Sght. Imagine the
Father holding these jewels in His hand and ddlighting in their
beauty. Even So will He ddight in His own, when they are fully
completed in beauty and shine forth in the glory of the divine
neture.

"L et not the eunuch say: ‘behold, | am adry tree’ for thus saith

the Lord of the eunuchs that keep My Sabbaths, and choose the
things that please Me, and hold fast My covenant—unto them will

| givein Mine house and within My walls a place and a name

better than of sons and daughters; | will give them an everlagting
name that shal not be cut off" (Isa. 56: 3- 5). Let us not get
discouraged, though there may seem to be adday in the redizing

of our hopes, the Lord’ stimeisthe best for dl. The Lord' s greatest
favors are for those who fully trust and obey Him.

The Lord Knoweth His Own



This helps us dso to be cdm when we see many posing as
Chrigtians, asthe Lord' s people, for sdfish gain, or for a business
gtanding, or socid influence, but whose heart careslittle for the
Lord or for Hisways. To hide their own incons stencies and
hypocrisy they throw dander and evil spesking againgt the Lord's
people, So that the world may think these imposters are the redl
Chrigtians, and the Lord' s true people may seem to be imposters,
and deceivers. These have dways been Satan'’ s tactics, the
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence and the violent taketh it by
force (# Matthew 11:12). Then how assuring it isto know that
while these may deceive others and the world in generd, yet they
cannot deceive the Lord. He knoweth who are His own. He assures
usthet the feat of the wicked shdl dide in duetime (#
Deuteronomy 32:3l- 35), that He will be a swift witness againg the
false swearers and the sorcerers, their darkness and double dealing
will be shown up. But the Lord will cause the righteousness of His
people to shine forth as the sun. This message gives us quietness
and confidence in His wisdom and ahility to make dl things work
for our good, and helps usto be willing to wait. "Blessed are dl
they who wait for Him" (# Isaiah 30:18). They that put their trust
in the Lord shall never be ashamed. We redlize, too, that the
showing up of the evil minded will be for their best interests, and
may open their eyes to see the peace and joy of red trust in the
Lord. " The sons of them that afflicted Thee shal come bending
unto Thee, and dl they who despised Thee shdl bow themsdaves
down at the soles of Thy feet, and they shdl cdl Thee‘The City of
the Lord,” the ‘Zion of the Holy One of Israd’™ (# Isaiah 60:14). "I
will make them of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews
and are not, but do lie—behold, I will make them come and
worship before Thy feet, and to know that | have loved Thee' (##
Revedtion 3:9).

Y es, the Lord knoweth His own; and thisis aloud warning to al
hypocrites, that they will surely be shown up in that day; that the
Lord knowswho are redly His own, and who are for sdf or for
someone ese. He cannot be mocked.

Can we, after searching our hearts diligently, say with our whole
soul we are truly His own? O friends, does this message apped to
your hearts and fill you with alonging desire to be one of thosein
whom the Lord shdl delight, to be dl His very own? Do we with
al our hearts dedire this? Then let us set about cleansing our house
that the Lord may come in and dwell with us. Let us not grieve
Him for if we continue to grieve Him he cannot remain but will
withdraw. If in this examination we find a corner of our hearts il
dark, that we are till holding on to some pleasingill, let us cleanse



it out thoroughly, that we may bein very truth His own, for none

but those who are entirdy His own shdl reign with Him. Let us

with David say "Search me, O God, and know my heart, try me
and know my thoughts; and see if there be in me any wicked way,
and lead mein the way everlasting” (# Psalms 139:23, 24). Let us
watch that no cloud come between us and the Lord, and if any does
let usget it out of theway quickly.

And Mine Own Know Me

Ah, thisis part of the reward of being His own, that we shal know
Him. None but His own can know Him. When we first came to
hear of Him we thought of Hiswonderful character as something
far in the distance beyond us; but yet as we learned more of Him,
we desired more to be with Him, that we might have His influence
to cleanse us and make us more like Him; to lead usto liberty, for
we realized that our imperfections and crookedness were So much
bondage.

This knowledge of the Lord is not a mere menta recognition that
he exigts, and that Heis a great and powerful God, for the demons
know that much and yet are not happy (# James 2:19). But this
knowledge means an intimate persond acquaintance with God,
attained by the study of what He thinks, the kind words He spesks,
and the spirit behind them, the way He does things, humbly yet
effectivdy and thoroughly, and gtriving to copy Him in our life,
"How precious are Thy thoughts unto me, O Lord, how gresat isthe
sum of them. They are more in number than the sand.” (# Psdms
139:17, 18) "How gresat are Thy works, O Lord, and Thy thought
are very deep. A brutish man knoweth not, neither doth afool
understand this' (# Psalms 92:5). Paul tdls usthat if we desireto
know the Lord and be like Him, we must fill our minds with
thoughts which are true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, and of good
report. And when we think of others we should think of the things
in them which are praiseworthy and virtuous, and should not dlow
our minds to meditate upon each other’ s faults and failings, dsewe
will not love one anather; but think of others as God thinks of us:
"Henceforth we know no man after the flesh, but from anew
gandpoint—that of intentions' (# Philippians 4:8; # 2 Corinthians
5:16).

We are told that we should chiefly meditate upon God' s character
and wonderful works, as Paul said to Timothy: "Meditate on these
things, give thysdlf whally to them that thy profiting may gppear
unto dl" (# 1 Timothy 4:15). Aswe do this and behold the glorious
character of our Heavenly Father, we will naturdly by degrees



become more like Him, because our minds by this holy association
will get in the habit of thinking as the Lord thinks. Our mentd
faculties will begin to operate more as His faculties operate. We
will be getting accustomed to His association and presence. We
will catch the principles which govern the Lord' s actions, and will
be putting these to work in our own life.

Then will follow that we shdl see how much better the Lord's
words are than our own words, and we will strive to speak no
longer after our old desires, but will speck as the representatives of
the Lord among men. "The Lord hath given me the tongue of the
learned that | should know how to speak aword in season to him
that isweary” (# Isaiah 50:4). We will be abinder- up of the
broken hearts, a comforter, a Barnabas (which means an
encourager, and exhorter) among men. We will gtrive to have our
words seasoned with wisdom, provocative of good thoughtsin the
minds of others, hedth- giving, leading men, if may be, to ssethe

beauty of the Lord.

Then we will grive to do things in the Father’ s way, without
boagting or taking to ourselves the credit which belongsto God for
any good deed. We will do good, not for safish reasons, but that
we may bless others and help them to reach the joy in the Lord
which has made us So happy, and to show forth to the best of our
ability the glorious goodness of our God, how worthy Heis of dl
our heart’ s affections, and how happy are they who thusfully trust
Him. We desire that the cup of dl shdl overflow with joy.

By thus using our talentsin the Lord' s way, as He has directed we
get deeply acquainted with our Lord, learn to know Him. Happy
are they who continue in thisjoyful reaionship until the Master
shdl cdl usto the perfection and glorious relationship above.
What aglorious cdling.

"Mine own know Me." They know hisvoice, His message, having
the sound of wisdom, justice, love and power perfectly blended,
because their own hearts are attuned to His. The Lord' strue
followers can discriminate between the Master’ s message, and the
various fal se messages which more or less particularly represent
the adversary, who seeks to midead us through human agerts. We
have Jesus assurance that none of Histrue followerswill be
satisfied with the false gospd, it will not gpped to their hearts,
which arein tune with the Mader’s, and they will be stisfied with
the true Gospd, which will satisfy their longings as nothing e'se
can do. This shows the importance of being truly, fully,
emphaticaly the Lord's,



Even as the Father Knoweth Me and | Know the Father

What awonderful statement. The Lord's description growsin
beauty and richness as we listen to Him tdlling us of the mutud
love and harmony of this divine family. Jesus said: "No man
knoweth the Father but the Son and he to whom the Son will reved
Him" (# Matthew 11:27). Jesus knew the Father from long
associaion with Him, and through study of Hisways and words.
The Father knew the Son thoroughly and was ddlighted with Him:
"Thisis My beloved Son, inwhom | am well pleased” (#
Matthew 17:5), "My dect servant in whom My soul ddighteth” (#
Isaiah 42:1). "l was daily His ddight" (# Proverbs 8:30). "O
Righteous Father, the World hath not known Thee, but | have
known Thee" (# John 17:25).

Why did the Father ddight So in the Son? Jesus said: "Therefore
doth My Father love Me, because | lay down My life that | might
recaive it again (# John 10:17). Why was it ? Because the Son
showed the same sdf- sacrificing dispogtion for the good of others
as did the Father. And the Son loved the Father because He saw in
Him the personification of dl that was good and noble and true. So
the Father and Son knew each other fully and ddighted in each
other.

And Jesus assures us that we may know Him and be to Him and
Heto us, even asthe Father knows the Son and the Son the Father.
What greater delight and honor and reward could be suggested
than such fellowship and intimacy with the God of dl grace. If we
wish to enter this circle of such deep love and felowship, then we
too must show the same disposition to give up our own natura
preferences that others might be brought to the Lord, and see His
beauty, and enter into the fullness of joy and liberty. Yes, we will
not be content as long as there remains one whom we can help to a
knowledge of our wonderful king. We will not mind if we are
inconvenienced a bit or quite aded if we see thereby someone can
be helped. Yes, we will rather count the happiness and liberty of
others as more precious to us than our own persona convenience.
Yes, wewill even be content to have our own glorification delayed
if thereby God's glory can more clearly be seen by blinded
humanity. "Y e that are the Lord’ s remembrancers keep not silence
and give Him no rest till He make Jerusdlem aprasein the earth.”
(#Isaah 62:6, 7) "He shdl not fail nor be discouraged till He have
st judgment in the earth” (# Isaiah 42:4).



Let usthen cultivate al that will help usto the Lord more, to be
more like Him and to work with Him. May we meet each other
when the Lord shdl receive His own unto himsdif, that our joy
may befull.

(Meggison+
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