THE LORD’S MARKET PLACE

Br. Edward G. Lorenz

| am thankful to the Lord for the privilege of being here today

and sharing with you some rich treasures from the store house of
God. May our considerations bring a response to our hearts and
may they be astimulus for good to each of us during the few hours
of our flowship in this Convention and the days thet follow.

In considering the lesson for today, we thought we would browse a
littlein the Lord s "market place’ to find what good things He has
for us to buy, and what some of the price tags may be on those
things we are to purchase.

We know that our Heavenly Father, in His divine wisdom, has
been mindful of the variety of minds among us; our different
backgrounds, various nationdities, educationa advantages or
disadvantages and other impediments naturd to the human flesh.
To make sure that dl aspects of our Chrigtian life are covered in
some way in the scriptures, God uses various way's to teach us.
Some find the Truth in the great pyramid of Egypt; to others the
study of the Tabernacle may be of great support in an appreciation
of the Divine Plan.

Today, we hope to leave with you some of God' s arrangements,
necessary for usto follow if we hope to enter into "that beyond the
vel". In His Rilgrimage on earth, our Lord was most thoughtful of
the Brethren whom He served then, and aso those who would be
served down through the Gospd Age, including ourselves today.
He desired that we understand fully what consecration redly
meant, what the conditions of consacration would involve, and
some of the privileges of sacrifice required to prove our loydty to
God. So, aswe begin our lesson, we will see that our Lord places
before us one great objective- we have something to buy. We have
ahome to furnish. We are promised a "heavenly home' but the
rooms are barren, So this home on high must be furnished with
things necessary for our use "beyond the vell”, things we will use
and occupy when we are found faithful. We dso redlize that we
have certain present spiritud requirements and we buy them in the
Lord s "market place’. If we are unmindful of these things So
necessary for our spiritual use, to that extent or degree we lose a
corresponding blessing or lesson.

In Matthew, chapter seven, verses 13 and 14, our Lord gave avery
ample outline of consecration, yet very deep in vaue of meaning-



"Enter yein at the grait gate; for wide isthe gate, and broad is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which goin
thereat: because drait is the gate, and narrow isthe way, which
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." We redize from

this testimony of our Lord's own words, that those actudly seeking
to buy the respongbility of entering into the narrow gate, the
narrow way to life, few are willing to pay the price to obtain its
arrangements or acquire its privileges. On the other hand, we can
look with one sweep throughout the earth, and give testimony of
the fact thet the billions of earth are seemingly enjoying the "broad
way of destruction” - knowing however, that for them it does not
mean eterna condemnation, with no hope of recovery, yet we see
that for awhile they are on the wrong road. During the

"mediatorid reign” of the Kingdom, they will then reverse their

path and in taking a " pathway unto life", will enjoy the benefits of
God' s greet plan as they taste His love, basking in the sunshine of
blessingsif obedient to the terms of the Kingdom. Thus we see that
for atime "favor to man" mug wait until the "privileged dass' are
completein glory.

Continuing in the Parable of Matthew 7, we will note how our
Lord made the lesson just alittle deeper for us. Let us consider
verses 24 and 25:- "Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them, | will liken him unto awise man which built
his house upon arock; and the rain descended the floods came, the
winds blew, and begt upon that house and it fell not: for it was
founded upon arock™ and verse 26- "and everyone that heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, etc.”" - our Lord
continued on showing that this structure could not possibly stand.
He established the fact that not only is the way narrow, but it must
be established upon afoundation that isfirm. Actudly that firm
foundation is our own heart determination, in that we have
determined to be immovable concerning the things pertaining to
God, determined that come what may, we are going to pursue a
course of fathfulness and righteousness. We have reckoned ahead
of time, the necessity of having afirm determination because we
know there will be storms that will beat upon us, there will be
tongues that will wag againgt us, families may forsske us- leave us-
these things may come, hence, we need the firm foundation of

heart and mind- flint- like concerning the Lord and in our
disposition toward faithfulness. We have resolved these things "in
our hearts'. None of us could stand ten, twenty, fifty or more years
without having alarge degree of immovability concerning our
determination to serve the Lord. We can dl take courage in the fact
that we have complied with these Smple beginning arrangements

in our life of consecration and we redlize the lesson does not



suggest astime goes on that the narrow way becomes broader and
the rocks softer upon which we have established our house. These
two conditions- the narrowness of the way and the hardness of the
rock- continue throughout our lifein Christ. And So we are not
surprised if after many years we sl have the same warfare day
after day. We gtill have the same fight because the way has not
changed nor has God changed His standard to measure us by.
Today may be acam period in our experience, but tomorrow we
may face a stcorm with new force, to test our growth. The
graduation test may demand areview of dl previous lessons.

Our Lord gave another illugtration aong this line in Matthew, the
gxth chapter, verses 19 and 20. "Lay not up for yoursaves
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, where
thieves break through and stedl: but lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, where thieves
do not break through and stedl.” Here, our Lord gives another
aspect of our lifein Chrigt. He suggests that there is something to
do concerning our eterna welfare- heis saying- "Brethren, be
conscious of the fact that you are to lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven" and "these treasures will not be subject to the dements
of corruption or decay and waste through the passing of time asare
things of the earth." Aswe pursue the lesson, our Lord may be
suggesting that setting aside Blue Chip stocks for persond useis of
the flesh or earthly and is subject to vanity deeth and change- these
are the vaues of human society which surround us. Our Lord is
saying, "Brethren, be conscious of the fact that there is something
you can buy; thereis God's"lay- & way" plan, designed for you
and one day you will arrive at the "cdl desk" and there receive
your package, laid aside through your ten, twenty or fifty years of
Chrigtian discipleship. We hope to find that package, don’t we?
We hopeto find that treasure which we have "laid away" during
our present earthly discipleship.

Ancther illugration dong thislineisfound in the thirteenth
chapter of Matthew, verse 44. "Again, the Kingdom of heavenis
like unto treasure hid in afied; which when aman hath found, he
hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and sdleth dl that he hath and
buyeth thet field." In this aspect of our lives, Jesusis saying, "l
want you to visudize my Brethren, that you are going to be
engaged in alife of buying and sdling.” "If you are going to be my
disciples’, he adds, "I want you to be good merchants, shrewd
merchants arid to be able to evauate that which you buy against
that which you sdll." Brethren, we are engaged in a buying and
sdling program that is going to continue throughout our Christian
life. Do we not find thisin our naturd every day lives? In one way



or another we are involved with buying and sdlling or exchanging
one vaue againg ancther. We dl experience this- you enter astore
or market- you see a price tag and knowing the amount in your
purse or bank account, you place the vaue of that article againgt
the amount in your pocket and the price tag. You must resolve a
decison. Isit worth the price or not? Do | need it or not? You
make the exchange accordingly.

AsNew Creaturesin Christ, we are doing the same, our Lord is
teling us, the difference is that the "new mind" is directing the
buying, no longer amind of human vaues. The fabric of the
nomind religious society, to avery large extent, is made up of the
framework of evaluating earthly vaues and joys and pleasures.
These things we should not reckon with. We should not begin from
aplateau of measuring an earthly pleasure againgt a iritud
pleasure. To use an earthly "tape measure’ to measure a"standard
in Chrigt" is an evidence of human mindedness. What did we
resolve to do when we were buried in degth with our Master? We
died to the flesh and its order of things, hence we are not to reckon
an earthly arrangement againgt spiritud fellowship. But we are
proper in evauaing mattersin our Chrigtian discipleship againgt
another, asto which the Lord may be most pleased with. The
human demands of "providing things needful” reguire little
consderation the scriptures are poditive on this matter. There are
times, however, when earthly circumstances do involve our lives
very materialy and by the Lord's choice and not ours. He may
require our being off in acorner, or settled in a place where
conditions are not to our liking- a sdlection not ours. We might
desire other scenes of quietness and peace- fdlowship with the
Brethren.

The Lord controls and directs some things for our highest good and
in ## Matthew 3:45 and 46, He gives us ancther picture. Not only
do we sl dl that we have to buy this"life in Chrigt", which may

be suggestive of this one aspect of the parable- He says, "The
kingdom of heaven islike unto a merchant man, seeking goodly
pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and
sold dl that he had, and bought it." Although the parable teaches
that our Lord sold His"dl" to buy the "church” inthe fidd- it dso
creates the picture that we "sdll dl that we have' to buy "privileges
in Christ", and we buy the Truth with dl of its reponghilities. The
pearl of great priceisthe kingdom joys and blessings and its entire
involvement into kingdom glory. We have obtained thet grest and
marvelous vaue by sdling something that we thought the Lord
would be pleased with. What do we s&ll? We believe, that basically
we sl "oursdves' into full consecration, because thisis



something we have to offer. We come to our Lord, our Heavenly
Father, in particular, with afully open heart because we redlize that
no one has commanded us to do so. It is not a must arrangement, at
the present time, it isa privilege. We yidld oursalves and then
through life continue to pay our "vows of consecration” to buy

those things necessary to furnish our home on high.

In Philippians, chapter three, verses 12 through 15, the apostle Paul
summarizes how we may come to a better gppreciation of these
agpects of life- our Chridtian life. Using the Weymouth trandation,
Paul says- "I do not that | have dready won the race or have
aready reached perfection. But | am pressing on, striving to lay
hold of the prize for which dso Chrigt haslaid hold of me. But this
onething | do- forgetting everything which is past and stretching
forward to what liesin front of me, with my eyesfixed on the god

| push on to secure the prize of God's heavenward cal in Christ
Jesus. Therefore (and thisisthe point)- "therefore, let dl of uswho
are mature believers cherish these thoughts, and if in any respect
you think differently, that so God will make clear to you." "But
whatever be the point that we have aready reached, let us
persevere in the same course. In other words, the apostle has
suggested that there are degrees of maturity among Brethren. We
are awvare that age with some can make this difference aswell as
other conditions, but as Paul says, and we can be certain of, giving
thanks to God for the same- that it isin respect to our placing one
vaue againgt another. The degree of "pressing” we make "toward
the prize", the apostle suggests that then in time, our Heavenly
Father will reved to us matters or vaues upon which we may
"think differently”. Not that there are different sandardsin Chrigt,
but rather degrees of "maturity in Chrigt". And thisiswhere love
takes its greet hold upon usin our fellowship together in Chrigt,
redizing there are degrees of growth, we are not to expect the
same from dl, for not al have the same ability. It is not dways
yearsin the Truth that make the difference, but our Chrigtian
reaction and vaue of Truth standards.

There is something in the background of Paul’ swritingsthet is
encouraging, as we continue to review and consder this portion of
these texts- "if in any respect you think differently, thet also God
will make clear to you." The true bas's upon which this
"reveament” will come seemsto be found in verses 27 through 30
of chapter one. Using the Weymouth trandation again, note the
beauty of language and the positiveness of its command, "Only let
the lives you live be worthy of the Good News of the Chrigt, in
order that, whether I come and see you or, being absent, only hear
of you, | may know that you are standing fast in one spirit and with



one mind, fighting shoulder to shoulder for the faith of the Good
News. Never for amoment quail before your antagonists. Y our
fearlessness will be to them a sure token of impending destruction,
but you it will be asure token of your savation atoken coming
from God. For you have had the privilege granted you on behdf of
Chrigt- not only to believe in Him, but dso to suffer on His behdlf;
maintaining as you do, the same kind of conflict that you once saw
in me and which you il hear that | am engaged in. In other
words, Paul spoke to us very kindly, as being a united group of
Brethren the cause of the common arrangement which Christ has
brought by the course God has designated for us. For this reason
our previous vaueswill change into a postive high standard of
truth and righteousness.

In thinking of our lesson for today, "The Lord’s Market Place’,’
the use of this expresson may seem peculiar, suggesting

something not found in the scriptures. But we will find thet our
Lord did speak about a"market place’ - and He asked that we buy
at this"market place" Wewill find this account in thefirdt ten
verses of Matthew 25- the parable of the "ten virgins'. Most of us
are quite familiar with this parable. It tels us thet the time came
when the bridegroom returned- that five of these virgins were wise
in that their vessds werefilled with oil (the Holy spirit), and with
this light "went out to meet the Bridegroom” - notice they
acknowledged Him with a cry, a shout, "Behold the Bridegroom™!
Then they busied themsdlves with "following Him," wherever He
would lead. During thistime, the aother five virgins, with drowsy
eyes awoke from their dumber, a bit late; they found the light in
their vessels dim, bardly flickering, unable to follow the "wise
virgins' in heralding the bridegroom. They had need of light for
their own walk, suggested by their request, of the wise- "give us of
your all" - "for our torches are going out"™. Let us consder the
trandation of Ferrar Fenton at this point, it reads. "But the prudent
made reply, ‘Lest there is not enough for us and for you, run rather
to the shops and buy for yoursdves.” While they went to buy, the
bridegroom came; and those who were ready went into the
wedding; and the door was shut.” So we seein this setting, a
"market place’ isthe Lord' s arrangement.

The necessity of "ail in the vessdls' is unquestioned in the parable.
In fact, there are other points in this parable we could consider
from a different sandpoint- we could say that this parable teaches
alesson of "preparedness for awedding” and that not al who enter
into the privilege of preparing for the wedding are find

participants. It gppears that a sufficiency of oil was a condition
required for entering "into the marriage’ and the "wedding feest”.



We could aso say that the parable teaches the need "for ail" and
the need to "buy ail”, and dso "the place’ to purchase the ail. In
addition, another lesson is shown, that at the time of the
bridegrooms return, being awake to this al important event would
be a necessity, and yielding response to it, would be an indication
of heart loyadlty to the Master and would measure our faithfulness
in sarvice, activity and love.

Thisis not the only incident in which our Lord taught that the time
of His return would need to be atime of specific faithfulness and
wakefulness and atest as such to His Brethren. Many prophecies
were given to forete| that His return would be at the "end of the
age’, atime of harvest and atime for the concluson of His Church
class and the full establishment of the Kingdom. Y et, we might
question further Brethren, what does it mean to buy oil? What does
it mean to have alarger measure of the Holy Spirit? How do we
acquire alarger measure of the Holy Spirit? We have stated the
reason for the question- the Lord gave the reason, suggested in the
background lesson of the parable. The wise virgins not only had oil
in the lamp itself, but one trandator says that they had aflask of ail
they carried ds0. A separate container, areserve quantity of oil-
thus proving that they were fully prepared to meet the conditions
that would arise a this particular time. We believe that we are
entering into atime in world efars, atime in which we will each
need a"reserve flask of oil". We are not prophets of doom or even
for the future, but we do redlize thet the Lord isbringing an end to
the Church class midst a storm of spiritua fire and testings. We
will need our "reserve flask of ail."

Seeking to possess the Holy Spirit, and to befilled with it, isa
requirement of God. When we made our consecration, we lacked
the Holy Spirit, but with determination and a desire for HisHoly
Spirit we came to Him, and in accepting our consecration, the Lord
acknowledged our determination by begetting us with the Holy
Spirit. We remind you Brethren, that "begettd” of the Holy Spirit
is not thefilling of the Holy Spirit. Begettd is putting into mation
the arrangements by which we may obtain the Holy Spirit, and
only as we determine to follow the Lord and its privileges. Being
"filled" with the Holy Spirit isawork that should follow our "spirit
begetting” and is made manifest by the degree of obedience shown
inour life. The Lord places usin the midst of conditions best
suited for our receiving the Holy Spirit in larger measure.

In our text of Philippians, dready consdered, Paul tells us that we
are to share or possess the mind of Christ, which meansto befilled
with the determination that our Master had as we are followers of



Him. He tells us of the characteristics or patterns of the Holy
Spirit- things we may use as "measuring rods', for our own hearts,
not someone ese, but our own hearts, to seeif we havefilled the
conditions required for a greater measure of the Holy Spirit within
us.

We would like to suggest some qudifications that will help
manifest to each of us as to whether or not we are enjoying afull
measure of the Holy Spirit - asfull as our own flask can ever be.

Firs:- To befilled with the Holy Spirit means a prompt, fully
devoted consecration to the doing of the "will of God'".

Second:- It promotes sdlf- sacrifice and - disciplineto assg in
fighting’ the foes of the New Cresture.

Third: It produces an energetic zed to serve the Truth at great cost-
thisis an excdlent measure or evidence of the Holy Spirit. With
this evidence of the Holy Spirit, we can readily see what iswrong
with Babylorn+ no desire to pay this price on the part of most. We
begin on a higher plateau in Chrig, finding joy in the consecrated
life, and as we continue growing find delight in the cogt of

sacrifice.

Fourth:- To have afull measure of the Holy Spirit, produces the
gpirit of love for the "family of God". Here we check our
individua hearts, asking ourselves, how degp ismy love for my
Brethren? Isthere partidity? Am | influenced by monetary
standards between Brethren?

Hfth:- 1t extends sympathetic love to those that oppose us, even
our enemies,

Sixth:- It creates the dispogtion of a"mind in Chrigt” in dl the
affars of life. Whether in the kitchen, in our shops, or in our cars,
thus we know in our individud hearts and minds, we are "at one
with Chrigt” and with our Heavenly Father. We have this congtant
evidence while we are busy with the most mundane things, for we
see another mind at work- a"mind" to give us baance, objective,
direction. Thereisjoy in the thought that this New mind, fully
influenced by the Holy Spirit isthe "wise virgins vesd" filled

with all.

Findly Brethren, a"full vessadl" of the Holy Spirit will complete
our growth of maturity of mind and in character, and in heart
reliance upon God. These suggested thoughts are some of the ways



of determining the size of our "flask of ail" and how well we have
purchased at the "Lord's Market Place."

Some of us have cars with a specid light on the dashboard to
indicate when the "ail" islow. My car has ared warning light
when the ail pressureislow or when the oil is gone. Would it not
be wonderful if our Heavenly Father placed a''red- light" before
our mental dashboards to inform usthat our Holy Spirit islow? If
we had such awarning from God, we would quickly stop at the
next station. | believe that our Heavenly Father doesjudt that-
grants us spiritud warning signsthat our "oil" islow.

Let usnote afew "red light" warnings on the dashboard of our
Spiritud minds.

1- A decrease of zedl for service of the Truth.
2- A lessening desire for fdlowship and study with the Brethren.

3- Anincreased love, or adominating love for earthly pleasures
and for our earthly families and possessions.

4- A willingness to have peace a the cost of compromise of Truth.

Thefirg line of hymn number 4 "My God is Chris" isagood test
aswesing "Ah tell me not of gold or treasure, of pomp and beauty
here on earth! There' s not athing that gives me pleasure, of dl this
world displays for worth." Do we question- isthere? Do | vaue
most the treasures of the Kingdom? Our Heavenly Father permits
usto enjoy certain things of the earth which al of mankind should
enjoy- beauty of flowers and trees, etc. We would be unthankful
beings if we could nat enjoy the sunrise of anew day or the sunset
of the evening with its splendor of color such asthe casting of a
purple glow over amountain range, or the ocean with its
shimmering reflection a the end of day. Our Heavenly Father
designed our planet that its beauty would be renewed day by day,
and designed that mankind would enjoy His evident love and give
thanks. With proper limitations, we enjoy these gifts of joy and
beauty, just as we enjoy the taste of food, designed by God to be
pleasant to the eye and enjoyable to the taste.

Another test of our quantity of oil, would be adimming view of
heavenly values, aloss of our firg love. In other words, earthly

va ues become greater and heavenly values become of less vaue.
These are the things we should buy in the Lord’s "market place” -
the Holy Spirit that produces love, sincerity, zed, generosity- these



are the components of our lifein Christ. How do we buy them?In
2 Peter, chapter |, verse 10, the Apostle tdls us to - "give diligence
to make our calling and eection sure.” What does "diligence’
mean? The word diligence is afull comprehensive term. It means
fortitude, it means pergstency, it means carefulness- it may mean a
desre to watch dl conditionsin order to arrive at a designated
point. Asthe Apostle Peter usesiit, the entire employment of our
"new minds' in Chrig, give diligencein dl departmentsto bring

the ship safely to shore, from the captain down to the crew, it takes
al the arrangements on this greet ship of our Chrigtian lifeto bring
our vessd into the harbor of glory, honor and immortality.

Aswe review the previous lessons of the Apostle Peter, we know
he was speaking to a"sanctified in Christ Jesus' class, Brethren
who have dready met the conditions of being "cdled out of
darknessinto light", who have responded to the "cdl” of the Father
in coming into covenant relaionship- So what could Peter mean by
saying, "give dl diligence to make your cdling sure?' Because we
have not actudly made our "calling sure" nor have we made our
"eection sure" in the complete sense. Supposing Sister A planned
to invite us to dinner tomorrow evening. In her planning, she
thought of something unusud, she requested that al the Sigters
wear green dresses and dl the Brothers wear red ties. So she sent
out her invitations with request for these specificationsin dress. As
is customary, we would respond ahead of time, ayes, or no asto
whether we would be attending or not. Would that be meeting the
conditions of her invitation or caling? No! Not until we knocked
on the door of her home and asa Sister dressed ingreen or a
Brother with ared tie, would we meet the condition of the
invitation or caling. Is not this what the Apostle Peter meant when
he stated, "Brethren, make your caling sure"? Suggesting that the
conditions of our caling did not end when we consecrated. It ends
by meeting the conditions of our calling, throughout our Chrigtian
life. It can be only after our test of complete loyalty, fidelity and
with acharacter like our Magter, will dl the conditions of our
cdling be met. Thus we see that we do not rest in the fact that we
made our consecration April 1, 1935, or whenever the date, but
what isthe proof of our faithfulness. In consdering Volume 3, on
page 195 of the chapter entitled, "The Work of the Harvest"
Brother Russdll gives this lesson concerning the wise virgins a the
oil market and refersto ther "test of loyaty”, he writes: "Then,
when dl the virgins have been tested by this present truth, the door
of opportunity will be shut, . . "- we note that Harvest Truth is
consdered abasis of examination of the "virgins'. So, today, an
evidence of diligencein our cdling, isour willingness to abide by



al the Bound doctrines of "present truth” found in these treasures,
the writings of the Lord' s "appointed servant”.

Wedl know that our Heavenly Father will design amultitude of
experiences to determine how well we are meeting the conditions
of our cdling. Our path in Chrigt will not aways be smooth,
irritations will be permitted to come our way to test the depth of
our love and our comprehension of the Truth. We must have trids!
Our "dection” will follow the fulfilling of dl the conditions of our
"cdling.”"

Going on in our lesson in the Lord' s Market Place, let us consider
its relationship to earthly markets. Some stores have beautifully
designed windows, , with new furniture displayed, or dresses, or
dishes or other needs for the home. Aswe look through the glass,
we may desire some or one of the items on display, but this desire
does not purchase the article, we must first enter the store and be
willing to pay the price to acquire the article shown in the window.
Our Heavenly Father has placed in His "market place’, many
things behind glass display windows, with signs reading- "l

counsd theeto buy of me gold; | counsd thee to buy of me white
rament; and | counsd thee to buy of me eye sdve." We cannot
buy these things by merely looking through the window, we must
pay the price to acquire these necessties for our lifein Chrigt. Also
depending on our purchases will be aneed for a proper container
for those things purchased . As we enter modern markets today,
whether our purchases are smdl or large, we push about the same
size market basket. We do not believe that Our Heavenly Father
has designed it that way for us, because we do not buy to that
extent. Let ususethisillugtration supposing you had awedthy
friend with alarge orchard and in his orchard was a specid fruit
unknown esewhere, found only in his orchard. Now thisrich
friend was amost generous man, So he invited you to his orchard
to hdp yoursdf to thisluscious, unusud fruit. So one morning you
come to your wedthy friend’s mansion, you knock on the door and
he welcome' s you insde. Then he suggests that you go out into his
orchard and help yoursdlf to thisfruit- "stay aslong as needed and
take al you wish." Asyou enter the orchard would you take out of
your pocket asmall paper bag? Of course not, thiswould be an
insult to your hogt. Y ou would come prepared with severa large
containers. Thus we see that the degree of our faith and
consecrated zed, determines the Size or capacity we have to fill
with goods purchased from the Lord. How much time do we spend
in study? A small paper bags worth or alarge container full”? How
much love do express for our Brethren? These are dements of the
Holy Spirit in operation. Working faith would require usto teke a



large basket to regp dl the benefits the Lord has provided for us. If
we go with little faith, we recaive little from the Lord, if we go

with rich faith, confident faith, we receive much from the Lord.

We know Brethren, that study, fellowship, tracting, tdling the
Truth to friends and neighbors requires a price. Our Heavenly
Father knows it too and has made it costly and difficult, but thisis
the way we go "to the wedlthy man’s orchard" to take home fruit
that He aone can give to those who comein faith to recaive. This
isapart of our Christian growth acquiring these things specialy
designed for us, acquired through suffering.

When our Lord spoke to John on the Ide of Patmosin vision, as
recorded in Revelation, chapter three, he painted a sad picture of a
people living at the time of Hisreturn. He cdled this period of the
Church, Laodicea. He pictured this people as "naked, blind,
hungry, neither hot nor cold for Him- luke- warm!™ An
abomination to Him, for they think they are rich because they have
stored up much wedth for themsdlves, sanding in need of nothing.
The Lord looks at their stored up earthly treasures and knows none
of them can endure time, fire or theft, So as to the "wise shopper”.
He speaks out. "1 counsd thee to buy of me gold refined in the fire,
that ye may become rich, white robes to hide your nakedness, eye
salve to anoint your eyes with, So ye may be ableto see” Let us
read the remainder of the account, verses 19 through 22. "As many
as| love, | rebuke and chasten; be zeal ous therefore, and repent.
Behold | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice,
and open the door, | will comein to him, and will sup with him,

and he with me. To him that overcometh will | grant to St with me
in my throne, even as | aso overcame and am set down with my
Father in histhrone. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches.”

We bdieve thisisthe Lord' s method of telling us that those whom
he loves he chastens to encourage their hearts to buy immortality
or gold. We buy immortdity through the fortitude of faithfulness,
sacrifice and sdif discipline in our livesin Chrig, pictured in the
fire of experience. Our Lord wants usto be well clothed, He tdlls
us "Indeed, | have covered you with my robe of righteousness
through consecration, but that is not enough, | want you to
embroider it, fashion it, prepareit for your marriage. When you are
ready and your gown is fully prepared, then you will be presented
to my Father in the Kingdom. And it is thus with the eye sdve we
buy, to see Hiswords, to see God's path for us. Eye salve can be
seen as the fullness of consecration under spiritua enlightenment
to see "present Truth". It requires a repentant heart condition, the
desire to humble oursalves under the hand of God- to employ dl



the spiritual arrangements for our best interests as new creaturesin
Chrig, to require less of the earth and its arrangements and demand
more of the pirit and of fellowship. These are things we buy in the
Lord's Market Place.

In Ephesians, Chapter 5, verse 15 (reading from the Weymouth
trandation)- the Apostle Paul having pictured the Church in her
fathfulnessand toil says, "..Buy up your opportunities’ - picturing
the thoughts we have expressed that Our Heavenly Father has
opportunitiesfor sdlein His"market place" asking usto pay the
vow of consecration, the energetic zed of sdf- discipline and
sacrifice, to "buy" the opportunities. One day the "market” will
close, our "opportunities’ will come to an end. At onetime or
another each of us have hurried to an earthly store or market only
to find asgn on the door - "closed”. We were too late- good
intentions will not fill the basket.

S0, dear Brethren, with fully consecrated hearts, which isour price
to enter the virgin's "Market Place’; and being emptied of sdif, let
usfill our lives from the offered blessing of God. Now, we may
buy dl things necessary to furnish our home in the Kingdom. We
need "perfect love" - in our new home, we need "loydty" forever.
We need "righteousness’ and &bility to "hate iniquity”. We need a
character patterned after the Master. With these things and the
Father’s"well done", our home on high will be furnished and our
shopping in the Lord' s Market Place concluded.



	BSL MAIN MENU
	THE LORD’S MARKET PLACE

