THE NAIL IN A SURE PLACE
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(#1saiah 22:20- 25) (And it shal cometo passin that day, thet |
will cal my servant Eliskim the son of Hilkiah: And | will clothe
him with thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle, and | will
commit thy government into his hand: and he shdl be afather to
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah. And the
key of the house of David will | lay upon his shoulder; So he shdll
open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shal open.
And | will fasten him asanail in a sure place; and he shal befor a
glorious throne to hisfather' s house. And they shdl hang upon him
al theglory of hisfather’s house, the offspring and the issue, dl
vesds of amal quantity, from the vessdls of cups, evento dl the
vesss of flagons. In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall the
nail that is fastened in the sure place be removed, and be cut down,
and fdl; and the burden that was upon it shal be cut off: for the
LORD hath spokenit. }"And it shdl cometo passinthat day. . ."
Thisexpresson "in that day" usudly refersto a pecific day, such
asaday of rgoicing, or aday of trouble, or the Millennia Day.
The day referred to would be indicated by the context. Thisday in
our gory isone in which aperson cdled Eligkim isto do acertain
work and it is of special importance because, asit were, everything
will depend upon him. Strangely enough, the work comesto an
end, but only when it has accomplished its purpose. Two
characters are brought to our atention in the narrative, Hilkiah and
his son Eliskim. The meaning of Hilkiahis"Jahis protection.”
Jehovah is our protection! (Psalm 31:20, 3: 32:7)—"Thou shdt
hide them in the secret of thy presence. . thou shdt keep them
secretly inapavilion. . " " Thou art my rock and my fortress,
therefore for thy name' s sake lead me, and guide me." "Thou art
my hiding place; thou shdt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt
compass me about with songs of deliverance.)

Eliakim means "God is stting up” and would refer primarily to
Jesus but would aso include the Church, which is his body,
because Eliakim and hiswork are that of the Mediator of God's
Kingdom. The fact that heis referred to as a " servant” bring to our
mind that Jesus is the Mediator of the New Covenant and that heis
a"righteous servant".

#lsaah 53:10, 11, 12: "Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him, he
hath put him to grief, when thou shat make his soul and offering
for an; he shdl see his seed, he shdl prolong his days, and the
pleasure of the Lord shdl progper in his hand. He shdl see of the



fruit of the travail of hissoul, and shdl be stisfied; by his
knowledge shal my righteous servant justify many; for he shal

bear their iniquities. Therefore will | divide him a portion with the
great (Jehovah) and he shdl divide the spoil with the strong
(Church) because he hath poured out his soul unto degth; and he
was numbered with the transgressors, and he bare the Sin of many
and made intercession for the transgressors.” Just as Moses was a
servant of the Lord (# Deuteronomy 34:5) and as he wasthe
Mediator of the Law Covenant, so, the Christ is a servant of the
Lord and will be the servant or Mediator of the New Covenant.

AsEliakim was"cdled", So Jesuswas "caled” asin# Heb 5:10:
"Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.” And
His body has been cdled dso in the "one hope of their cdling”, (#
Ephesians 4:4) to be of the Body of Chrigt: Cal. [:24- 27—"Who
now rgoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that whichis
behind of the afflictions of Chrigt, in my flesh for his body’ s sake
which isthe church. Whereof | am made aminister, according

to the digpensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfill
the word of God; even the mystery which hath been hid from ages
and from generations, but now is made manifest to hissaints. To
whom God would make known what is the riches of glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Chrigt in you, the hope of
glory."

(# Isaiah 22:21) Eliakim was clothed with arobe. Jesus garments
were divided into four parts, one part to each of the four soldiers
who parted his garments after his crucifixion. But his coat was
woven and without seam, So they cast lots for it. (# John 19:23,
24) Perhaps this coat could represent our Lord’s personal
perfection and the perfection of his sacrifice. His degth provided
the Ransom, alife for alife, but to restore mankind something else
was necessary. # He 7:22- 27: "By So much was Jesus made a
surely of a better covenant. And they truly were many priests,
because they were not suffered to continue by reason of degth; but
this man because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable
priesthood. Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them. For such an high priest be- cameus, who is
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher
than the heavens, who needed not daily, as those high priedts, to
offer up sacrifice, firdt for his own ans, and then for the people's,
for this he did once, when he offered up himsdlf. For the law
maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the
oath, which was snce the Law, maketh the Son, who is
consecrated (perfected) for evermore.”



The coat might also picture the robe of Chrigt’ s righteousness
which covers his body members. (R 2474, par. 1) # Isaiah 61:10: "I
will greatly rgoicein the Lord, my soul shal bejoyful in my God;
for he hath clothed me with the garments of sdvation, he hath
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom
decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth hersdlf
with her jewds" Psdm 32:1, 2—"Blessed is he whose
transgression isforgiven, whose Sin is covered. Blessed is the man
unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit
thereisno guile”

# Zechariah 3:1, 3- 10: "And he shewed me Joshua the high priest
standing before the angdl of the Lord. . . Now Joshua was clothed
with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. And he answered
and spake unto those that stood before him saying, Take away the
filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, | have
caused thine iniquity to pass from thee and | will clothe thee with
change of rament. And | said, let them set afair mitre upon his
head. So they set afair mitre upon his head and clothed him with
garments. And the angdl of the Lord stood by. And the angd of the
Lord protested unto Joshua saying, Thus saith the Lord of hodts; if
thou wilt wak in my ways and if thou wilt keep my charge, then
thou shalt dso judge my house, and shalt dso keep my courts, and
| will give thee places to walk among these that stand by. Hear
now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy felowsthat St before
thee; for they are men wondered at (margin: sign men) for behold,
| will bring forth my servant the Branch. For behold the stone that |
have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shdl be seven eyes:
Behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the Lord of hosts,
and | will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. In that day,
sath the Lord of hogts, shdl ye cdl every man his neighbor under
the vine and under thefig tree.”

Another interesting little story about a"coat" isthat of the coat of
many colors thet Jacob gave to his son Joseph. (# Genesis 37:3)
Thisis supposed to have been along deeved coat, or tunic and had
gpecia meaning for it denoted that the wearer was the heir of his
father’ s house and possessor of the birthright which was usudly
passed on to the edest son. It also included the thought of
priesthood. (Companion Bible) We can readily see how thiswould
explain the reaction of Joseph’s brothers. The story goeson to
show how that Joseph actualy became the benefactor and blesser
of his brethren, which pictured the work of the Kingdom. As
Joseph's coat represented the birthright, we see that Jesus gained
the birthright, he became the heir and seed of promise. In thee and



in thy seed shdl dl the families of the earth be blessed." "To thy
seed, which is Chrigt, and if ye be Chridt’s, then are ye Abraham'’s
seed and heirs according to the promise.” (# Gaatians 3:16, 29)

Another picture that is brought to our attention isthat of the
garments of "glory and beauty” worn by Aaron, the High Priest,
after the Day of Atonement sacrifices were completed. Thiscan
best be expressed by quoting from Tabernacle Shadows, pages 29,
30 and 33: "And these are the garments, a breastplate and an
ephod, and an upper robe, and a broidered coat, amitre, and a
girdle. (## Exodus 28:4) The white linen coat represented the High
Priest’s purity, while its embroidery showed the outgrowth of the
pure character in works of grace. The mitre, a strip of fine white
linen (typica of righteousness) worn around the forehead, to which
the golden plate or crown was fastened with a blue lacer, showed
that the crown was righteoudy his. Upon the golden plate was
inscribed ‘Holiness to the Lord', thus proclaiming: ThisHigh

Priest isentirdy devoted to the accomplishment of Jehovah's
purposes. The golden crown aso proclaimed his royalty:

Chrigt isto bea‘priest upon histhrone —’a priest forever after
the order of Mechisedec.” The ‘linen girdl€’ indicated arighteous
servant, linen—righteousness, girdle—servitude. The * Upper
Robe, of blue, represented his faithfulness. The fringe of it was
made of golden bells and pomegranates. The pomegranate, being a
choice fruit, showed that the faithful performance of the

Redeemer’ swork of sacrifice had borne rich fruit—the redemption
of the forfeted life of the human race. The golden bdls sgnified
that when our High Priest appearsin glory and beauty, the fruit of
sacrificid work will be manifest to dl—proclaimed to dl the

world, asin thetypethe bells proclamed it to dl Israd. Thisis
indicated by the close proximity: the bells drawing atention to the
fruit. The *Ephod’ was made of cloth of purple, blue, scarlet,

white, and gold threads skillfully and beautifully interwoven. It

was of two parts, one hanging in front and the other over the back.
These two parts were fastened together by two gold clasps which
rested on the shoulders. The Ephod typified the two gresat
covenants—the Abrahamic Covenant represented by the front part
and the New Covenant represented by the back, both of which are
thus shown to be dependent on our High Priest. Both of these
covenants are laid on him: if he failsto support them, failsto carry
out their terms and conditions, they fal to the ground—fail. But,
thank God, these covenants are united and firmly clasped on him
by the gold clasps (divine power), as wdl as bound to him by the
‘curious girdleé—a cord made of the same materia as the Ephod.
This‘Curious Girdle seemsto say, Thisisaservant and asthisis



the girdle of the Ephod it tels us that thisoneis‘ The Messenger
(servant) of the Covenant whom ye ddlight in.” (# Malachi 3:1)
One part of the Ephod which represents the New Covenant was
guaranteed at Cavary: for was not our Lord’ s degath ‘the blood of
the New Covenant’ in which his members share? (# Matthew
26:28; # 1 Corinthians 10:16)."

#lsaah 22:21: "1 will commit thy government into hishand." A
government is composed of the ruling bodies. As now, thereisa
"heaven and earth” s0, during the Kingdom, there will be a"new
heavens and anew earth." (# 2 Peter 3:13) Of this government we
are reminded in the words of the prophet So oft repeated (# Isaiah
6:7): "For unto us achild is born, unto usa son is given: and the
government shal be upon his shoulder: and his name shal be
called Wonderful, Counsdlor, the Mighty God, the Everlagting
Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and
peace there shal be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even for ever; the zed of the Lord of hosts
will perform this™ This government will be arighteous

government and amerciful government, ruling in the earth to bless
the inhabitants.

Eliakim was to be a"father". The word means "ancestor, or
source'. In thisingance we seethat it will be asa"source”, or
Life- giver in the sense used hereto fit the picture. # 1 Corinthians
15:45, 47: "And So it iswritten, the fird man Adam was made a
living soul; the last Adam a quickening (life giving) soirit. Thefirg
man is of the earth, earthy: the second man isthe Lord from
heaven."

#lsaiah 22:22: "And the key of the house of David will | lay upon
his shoulder. . ." The House of David was to be established as the
ruling house of Isradl. It will not be necessary to explain how this
could not apply to the literd house or reign of David, but rather to
asymbolic ‘House of David’, which has dready been referred to as
the ‘ Throne of David' in# Isaiah 9:6, 7. # 2 Samud 7:12- 16:
"And when thy days be fulfilled and thou shdt deep with thy
fathers, | will st up thy seed after thee which shdl proceed out of
thy bowels, and | will establish hiskingdom. He shdl build an
house for my name, and | will stablish the throne of his kingdom
for ever. And thine house and thy kingdom shal be established for
ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever." # Luke
1:32, 33: "He shdl be grest, and shall be cdled the Son of the
Highest: and the Lord God shdl give unto him the throne of his



father David. And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever
and of his kingdom there shdl be no end.”

## Revdaion 3.7: "And to the angd of the church in Philadephia
write, these things saith he that is holy, he that istrue, he that hath
the key of David; he that openeth and no man shutteth and
shutteth, and no man openeth.” So, then, the ‘throne and house’ of
David redly symbolizes the establishing of the Kingdom and the
‘key’ Sgnifiesthe power to open up the blessings of this kingdom
to dl. # John 5:21, 22: "For as the Father raiseth up the dead,
quickeneth them, even So the Son quickeneth whom he will. For
the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed dl judgment unto
the Son." No thought would be complete without pointing out that
this key will be used to open up the greet prison house of degth,
when the work of resurrection commences. ## Revelation 1:18: "I
am hethat liveth, and was dead; and behold, | am aive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hdll and of death." Peter
used two keys in opening up the Gospel Age cadl to the Jews, and
then to the Gentiles. A key is the means of opening up adoor of
opportunity. So. Eliakim, Jesus, has the responsibility of opening
up away to life for thissan- sck and dying human race. He gained
the right to use thiskey by the giving of hislife. By keeping the
law he gained the reward of the lav—Iiferights

(R 5073, cal. , par. 8) "The Lord Jehovah has made a plan by
which he can, through his son, ded with mankind. That plan is thet
the Father judgeth no man but hath committed dl judgment unto
the Son. (# John 5:22)"

(R 4905, cal. 2, par. 3) "He will give to mankind his human life-
rights, the merit that was his as the reward for his obedience asthe
man Chrigt Jesus, namdly, the privilege or right to live as ahuman
being. That right was secured to him by obedience to the Law. (#
Romans 10:5; # Gaatians 3:22)." (Par. 10) "Asthe great High
Priest, our Lord undertakes, at the close of the Gospd Age, to sed
with the blood of the atonement, a new covenant, between God and
the seed of Abraham, naturad Isradl, and he, together with the
Church which is his body, undertakes to sand as the Mediator of
that Covenant." (R4906, col. 2, top) "During the Millenniad Age
the New Covenant will represent the life- rightslaid down by our
Lord." (See dso R5621- 22 regarding Jesus' Life- rights)

A key implies the ability to open and to lock doors. These doors of
opportunity are dispensationa and when the Lord shuts the door of
the Gospd Age, there will never be any further opportunity to be



of the Church Class. Similarly, at thistime will be opened the door
of opportunity to life on the earthly plane.

#lsaiah 22:23: "And | will fagten him as anail in asure place and
he shdl be for aglorious throne to hisfather’ shouse” We are all
familiar with the use of anail or apin in the wall where we used to
hang up our clothes—a jacket, a sweater, a hat—sometimes quite a
weight, So it had to be well anchored. So, Eliakim, our Lord, was
to be ‘fastened asanail in asure place.” "Fasten"—to dtrike, fix.
Jesus was reviled, fasely accused, smitten by the soldiers, mocked,
crowned with thorns and findly crucified. While not necessary for
giving a Ransom, Jesus' crucifixion was the way that he gave his
life—this was the way that he took the stroke of Justice, because
this was necessary to redeem Adam, alifefor alife, "aransom for
al." Thuswasthisnal fixed, or imbedded in asure place, in God's
Justice. Psalm 89:14: " Justice and judgment are the habitation of
thy throne, mercy and truth shall go before thy face." # Isaiah 53:3,
4: "Heis despised and rgjected of men, aman of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief, and we hid asit were our faces from him; he
was despised and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our
griefs and carried our sorrows, yet we did esteem him stricken,
gmitten of God, and afflicted.”" # Matthew 26:28, 29: "For thisis
my blood which ratifies (Weymouth) the new covenant, which is
shed for many for the remission of sins. But | say unto you, | will
not drink henceforth of thisfruit of the vine, until that day when |
drink it new with you in my Fether's Kingdom."

"Sure’—to befathful. # He 10:23: "He isfathful that promised.”
Lam. 3:23; "Grest isthy fathfulness"" # Isaiah 11.5: "And
righteousness shdl be the girdle of hisloins and faithfulness the
girdeof hisrens" # Psdms 89:2: "Thy fathfulness shdl thou
edablish inthe very heavens" "Place’ —a place of standing. #
Matthew 16:16- 18: "And Smon Peter answered and said, Thou art
the Chrigt, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said
unto him, Blessed art thou, Smon Bar- jona: for flesh and blood
hath not revedled it unto thee, but my Father which isin heaven.
And | say dso unto thee, that you are Peter (petros—a piece of
rock), and upon this rock (petra—meass of rock) | will build my
church and the gates of hell (hades) shdl not prevall againgt it."

"A gloriousthrone." This has aready been referred toin 2 Sam. 7.
# Geness41:40: "Thou shdt be over my house, and according
unto thy word shdl al my people be ruled, only in the throne will |
be greater than thou." # Isaiah 66:1: "Thus saith the Lord, the
heaven is my throne and the earth is my footstool, where isthe
house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest?" #



Isaiah 60:13: ".. and | will make the place of my feet glorious." #
He 12:2: "L ooking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the same and is set down at the right hand of the throne
of God." # Matthew 19:28: "And Jesus said unto them, verily | say
unto you, that you who have followed me, in the regeneration
(renovation, new birth day—Diag.), when the Son of Man shdll st
in the throne of hisglory, you aso shdl st upon tweve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of 1sradl.”" ## Revelaion 20:11: "And |
saw agreat white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face
the earth and the heaven fled away, and there was found no place
for them." # He 7:1, 17: "For this M chisedec, king of Sdem,
Priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the
daughter of the kings, and blessed him, For he testifieth Thou art a
priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.”

# Isaiah 22:24: " And they shdl hang upon him dl the glory of his
Father’ s house, the offsoring and the issue dll vessdls of amdl
quantities from the vessds of cups even to dl the vessdls of
flagons." # He 9:28: " So Chrigt was once offered to bear the sins of
many, and unto them that look for him shal he appear the second
time without Sn unto savation." ## Numbers 21:8, 9: "And the
Lord said unto Moses, make thee afiery serpent and set it upon a
pole and it shal come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he
looks upon it, shdl live. And Moses made a serpent of brass
(copper) and put it upon apole and it came to pass, that if a serpent
had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.”
# John 3:14, 15: "And as Mosss lifted up the serpert in the
wilderness, even So must the Son of man be lifted up, that
whaosoever bdieveth in him should not perish but have everlasting
life" # Romans 6:10, 11: "For in that he died, he died unto sSin

once, but in that he liveth he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye
a0 yoursdaves to be dead indeed unto sin, but dive unto God
through Jesus Christ our Lord."

# Romans 8:19- 21: "For the earnest expectation of the creation
waits for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creation was
made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who has
subjected the same in hope. Because the cregtion itself also shall be
delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty
(eleutherea—mora freedom) of the children of God." # He 8.6:
"But now hath he obtained amore excellent ministry, by how

much aso heisthe mediator of a better covenant, which was
established upon better promises.”



## Exodus 18:14- 18, 21- 23, 25, 26. These verses outline Moses
burden looking after Israel and how he shared it with able men of
Israd. # 1saiah 53:12: "Therefore will | divide him (Jesus) a

portion with the great (Jehovah), and he shdl divide the poil with
the strong (the Church), because he hath poured out his soul unto
degth and he was numbered with the transgressors and he bare the
sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors.”

# Nehemiah 8:8: "So they read in the book in the law of God
digtinctly, and gave the sense and caused them to understand the
reading (the lanv—V. 7)." # Isaiah 35:8: "And an highway shdl be
there and away, and it shdl be cdled the way of holiness, the
unclean shal not pass over it, but it shdl be for those, the
wayfaring men, though fools (unacquainted) shal not err therein.”
(Alsoread # Isaiah 11:1- 9) This sory portrays the great Mediator
of the Covenant, whose burden, or responsibility will be to restore
the entire human race, "whosoever will", to perfection.

#lsaiah 22:25: "In that day, saith the Lord of hogts, shdl the nall
that is fastened in the sure place be removed and be cut down and
fdl, and the burden that was upon it shall be cut off, for the Lord
hath spoken it." # 1 Corinthians 15:24- 28: "Then comes the end
when he shdl have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the
Father, when he shdl have put down dl rule and al authority and
power. For, he must reign, till he hath put dl enemies under his
feet. Thelast enemy that shdl be destroyed is desth. And when all
things shdl be subdued unto him, then shall the Son aso himself
be subject unto him that put dl things under him, that God may be
al indl." When thework of the Mediator is thus successfully
finished, He will step aside and this phase of God's Plan will be
completed. Then will commence the ages of eternity.

(Item #354, Facing Page 6)
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