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FOREWORD

What we are now publishing in book form was originally published in 1959 as Zion's Tower of the
Morning (a newdetter consdering important subjects for interested Bible Students). Although written
amost twenty years ago, our viewpoint remains unchanged to date. Information for this subject has
come from several sources: 1).Basicdly, from a study with a brother to which we have added some
thoughts. 2). Citations by a brother who was editor of the Watch Tower under Pastor Russdll in 1916.
3). And excerpts from a letter written by a brother in 1949 to such prominent Bible Student
organizations as The Dawn, etc. In addition, we present excerpts from the book, Deliverance, by J. F.
Rutherford of the present Watchtower and father of Jehovah's Witnesses teachings. It is he who
should take the brunt of responsibility for the confuson that exists anong some Bible Students on this
“gmiting” issue, for it is his deliberate misgpplication of this picture as we shdl plainly see. Further, we
offer some pertinent comments by Pastor Russdll on this “ Smiting of the Image’ as they were written in
his contributions to the Overland Monthly magazine back then and which have a specific, detailed,
Scripture study on Danidl 2. These studies are disparaged by some as unworthy news articles;
wheress in redity, from the Scripture standpoint they represent the truth on the matter. Findly, some
excdlent “ Questions and Answers’ from Bro.Cecil Edney.

During the first World War, the Pastor regarded the Image in a somewhat gener al sense, expecting
things to wind up shortly. He made references to that current (1914) Stuation. Nevertheless, his
prevailing opinion -- from the earliest ("Volume' article) to the very latest article, was consstent with the
thought that the stone, the COMPLETED CHURCH, cut out of the mountan with Christ and
GLORIFIED, would do the smiting wreck upon that "great city". (Rev. 16) The resultant
Armageddon Crash would come. (5854 ZWT Reprint, Feb. 15,1916) As concerns that article, we
know of no other statement that he had written after this date "referring to the complete context of
Danid 2." Wefed, therefore, thet it is quite sufficient, and that it | S related to events which succeed the
smiting of Jordan -- yet future.

Contrary to the false clam that some have made, nowhere does the Pastor state that the stone
which smote the I mage was complete in 1881 AD No! Not until GLORIFIED could that stone
be completely carved out of the mountains without hands -- out of the kingdoms of thisworld. An
interesting antithesis to this is found in Dan. 8:25 which refers to the same bresking or smiting, but
"without hand," of the fdse or counterfeit Babylonish systems. It is retribution! (Rev. 13:15-17;
17:14; 6:11) As the last members of the Church were put to desth (scriptures above), so shall they
deal the destroying-blow to the systems and kingdoms of earth. (Rev. 2:26,27)

When complete, when entirely cut out, it will smite and destroy the kingdoms of this world.
Not the people, but the governments, are symbolized by the Image, andthese are to be
destroyed that the people may be ddlivered. Our Lord Jesus came not to destroy men's lives, but
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to save them. -- John 3:17. (The hand that smote will then turn to hed!) -- See Sudies in the
Scriptures, Volume 1, p. 255.

We have endeavored in this sudy to bring before the minds of the brethren certain aress of these
truths that have been long neglected and have not been considered. These pertain to a very important
subject which is of a prophetic nature and for which we offer no gpology to discuss at
this time. We believe this complete exposure will benefit and bless the sincere and honest-hear ted,
giving them a better understanding of God's word on the subject. We have tried to bring as much
scripturdly-relevant materia together as possible dong with many ZWT Reprint references and other of
the Pagtor's citations from the earliest to the latest -- that it might show the forcefulness of the matter.

It is with the spirit of the desire to be helpful and aso to share our understanding that we have
gpproached the subject at al. We trust thet it will be a blessing to you, the reader, and to others with
whom you may come in contact in the troublesome days ahead.

Y our fdlow sarvant,
Charles L. Thornton, Editor
February 15, 1979

FORWARD 2

THE GREAT IMAGE OF DANIEL 2

The Image of Daniel 2 We bdieve anumber of statements, which can be found in our study, The
Smiting of the Image, that the image of Danid 2, while having its beginning in 606 BC, is without a
specific ending date insofar asits dissolution is concerned. Nubuchadnezzar’s image pictured in
Daniel 2 was not smitten in 1914 or 1918 as is generdly believed. There is no proper connection
between Daniel 2 and Danid 4. The two chapters are entirely separate!

The saven times mentioned in Daniel 4 are not 2520 years but apply only to the 7,000 years of
an’'s entrance and end with man's full recovery from sin. Brother Russell correctly gpplies the tree
scene (Studies in the Scriptures, Vol. 2, pps. 93-98) to the 6,000 year period from the fall of Adam
(4126 BC). However he does not take Danidl 4 to its full conclusion at the end of the seven times
there which would be 2874 AD or “Seven Times’ or 7,000 years complete. “And at THE END OF
THE DAYS (i.e, those 7 litera years — each year then representing 1,000 years) | Nebuchadnezzar
lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and | blessed the most
High, and | praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting
dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation” (Dan. 4:34) The kingdom will be turned
back to God at the immediate beginning of the 8" thousand year day.
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The image of Danid 2 illudrates Gentile powers. The Gentile powers are sill hereand Satan is
dill cdled the god of this world. The last power pictured in the image is Rome. Rome in its
development became Rome Papal. As such Rome exists among us today and can be seen by
simple observation. It is identified in Revelation 17:18 as “that Great City’ (“Babylon the Great” —
even now in Sze) where the woman sts upon seven hillsor “mountains’ which Rome has. The ruler or
king of Rome is Satan. His representative on earth is the Pope who isamodern day “fase Christ” and
king of Rome — the Roman Pontiff. (See historicd documents) Babylon has not yet fallen in
destruction! (Rev. 18:16-21) “The ten toes’ relative to the “ten horns’” in Revelation 17:12-14 are not
yet fully developed asit ascends from the pit of the “beast” -- 1929 to the present time. (Rev. 17:8)

There are severd contingent factorsin Daniel 2: The “stone,” representing God' s true Church, must
be fully cut out and raised to glory as shown on the Chart of the ages. It was not completed in
1881. It is ill here. (1) "The God of heaven" (Jehovah) must set up akingdom in its entirety. The
emphagsis NOT on the setting up of the kingdom but upon being set up. “ When complete, when
entirely cut out, it will smite and destroy the kingdoms of this world.” The entire image,
Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece and Rome will be crushed at once by the stone in “the
Armageddon crash”— by the church in glory. (Studies in the Scriptures, Volume 1, 254-256; ZWT
Reprints, page 5854) Recommended reading (since there is no room here for elaoration), for further
details on Danid 2, 4 and 7 see the booklet study, The Smiting of the Image, (1959), Zion's Tower
of the Morning, Publishers. That sudy aong with this one on the Reign shdl, in the near future, be
published on our Web site below:

Rockland, NewY ork
February 27, 2000

http://www.zionstower.com/
mailto: zions.tower.ofthemorning@juno.com
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THE SMITING OF THE IMAGE

" Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his
feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them into pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the
copper, the silver and the gold broken to pieces together and became like the chaff of the
summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them:
and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth." --
Daniel 2:31-45.

Concerning the image of this vison we read, "the form thereof was terrible” It was a very
impressive image and it was 0 beautiful that it was terrifying. In other words, the beauty was
awe-inspiring. The whole thing pictures the kingdoms of men upon the earth - the successve empires
of MEN upon the earth which were viewed by man as GLORIOUS. It, (these exploitations of man
agang man), isgenerdly viewed by man as something wonderful.

1881 NOT COMPLETION OF STONE

If the stone has smitten the image, we are forced to conclude that it is FULLY cut out of the
mountain. And further, if it is ground to powder, it is hard to think of a PART of the stone 4ill in the
mountain if it hes already smitten (the image). In fact, that one line of reasoning done is a sufficiency of
evidence that the stone has not smitten the image. If it were true that sone smote the image in 1914
(the first world war), one would be forced by logic to conclude that the saints were all selected.
Some will try to reason dong the line that, in 1881, the generd cdl ceased. There,
numericaly-spesking, if al those who were spirit-begotten in that day, and that each of them made ther
cdling and eection sure, the 144,000 would have, at that date, been fully secured And so they
take the view that just a few vacancies are being filled from that date to the present day. But that il
does NOT answer the question here.

IF SMITTEN ALL STONE TAKEN OUT OF MOUNTAIN

If the image has been amitten, ALL of the stone must have been taken out of the mountain. It
would be graining a an interpretation to view it from any other standpoint. In the first volume we read
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pps. 254-256 that the stone cut out of the mountain without bands "which smites and scatters the
Gentile powers, representsthe true church, the kingdom of God' which, when

complete, when entirely cut out, will smite and destroy the kingdoms of thisworld.”

Pastor Russdll goes on further and says, "Cdl to mind now the promise by our Lord to the
overcomers of the Chrigtian Church, 'To him that overcometh, will | grant to sit with mein my throne”
(this, we have learned, can take place only when the marriage of the lamb has come - the time of the
church's glorification, which Brother Russdl many, many times referred to in Val. |, and dsewhere). We
guote again, "and he that overcometh and keepeth my words unto the end, to him will | give power
over the nations, and he shdl rule them with a rod of iron, and as the vessds of a potter shdl they be
broken to shivers, etc."

The logic presented in the firg volume is adong the same line It is when complete, when
ENTIRELY cut out, it will smite. He then adds the second thought -- not only would it be complete,
but thet the church would be in a glorified state -- an overcoming state. The promise in Revelation "to
him that overcometh” goply particularly to the one who has overcome unto death. In any event, it
would mean the complete chur ch would be gathered when the smiting of thisimage takes place.

SEEN ASA FUTURE EVENT EVEN AT THAT TIME

The pastor has, in some cases, linked the smiting with the firg World War. Y et, we would like to
show there are severa instances, that could be cited, where he sees this as a future event - even at
THAT time. And this latter view, seems to be the more Scripturdly-sound interpretation. Refer to
Reprints page 5575 in which we are told, "But as soon as set up in power, this kingdom will smite the
'great image' of earthly rulership. Col. |, par.3, Nov. 15, 1914. This was written after the World War
had commenced in Europe. As soon as set up in POWER it will smite. He said this after thewar
had commenced--and he puts that event yet future (the smiting).

A little later, R.5673, he continues this thought. In R.5632 Bro. Russdll presents the other view that,
"We see the kingdoms of this world being dashed to pieces and we are expecting to see the process
continued until they are completely ground to powder." There, we can see he viewed, at that time, the
nations as being dashed to pieces, and, in the process, being ground to powder.

But it is a strange thing, just two months later, a few pages after this we read: "This amiting, we
believe, is near at hand; the present war of Europe being intended of the Lord to weaken the nations
and to prepare them for the next stage of trouble, the great earthquake, which in symbol, signifies
revolution." Now you seethisis a different thought here and it was stated two months later. Thisview
is more Scripturally sound and is more logicd from many standpoints to be mentioned later. In the
February article, he does say that he sees no objection to the church being in the flesh in connection with
this dashing or smiting work. There are a few cases where he interprets the 149th Psalm and tries to
show the posshility that this prophetic vison (149th Psalm) might have an application here a the
extreme end of the age, and not, therefore, be just the church beyond the vell. Now, adapting that view
to the stone smiting the image, he might have reasoned aong this line: that the church could be this Sde
the vell and amite the image, but, that of necessity, according to the vison, they must be COMPLETE
as far_as character isconcerned. Y ou see, they would be cut out of the mountain COMPLETELY as
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a CLASS. In other words, the door is closed. It is just a matter of this class tarrying for a short time
before their change, and thus they would be crystallized.
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But it isa strange thing, just two months later, a few pages after thiswe reed: "This smiting, we
believe, is near at hand; the present war of Europe being intended of the Lord to weaken the nations
and to prepare them for the next stage of trouble, the great earthquake, which in symbol, signifies
revolution." Now you see thisis a different thought here and it was stated two months later. Thisview
is more Scripturdly sound and is more logicd from many standpoints to be mentioned later. In the
February article, he does say that he sees no objection to the church being in the flesh in connection with
this dashing or smiting work. There are a few cases where he interprets the 149th Psalm and tries to
show the possbility hat this prophetic vison (149th Psam) might have an application here a the
extreme end of the age, and not, therefore, be just the church beyond the veil. Now, adapting that view
to the sone smiting the image, he might have reasoned dong this line: thet the church could be this sde
the vell and smite the image, but, that of necessity, according to the vison, they must be COMPLETE
as far as character isconcerned. Y ou see, they would be cut out of the mountain COMPLETELY as
a CLASS. In other words, the door is closed. It is just a matter of this class tarrying for a short time
before their change, and thus they would be crystallized.

STONE SMITESWHEN ENTIRELY CUT OUT

But the vison, as you meditate upon it, shows no smiting until the stone is entirely cut out. It
does leave the possibility open that the time might come in the future, when the church might have been
entirely cut out, but not have experienced its heavenly change and yet do a smiting work. There seems
to be some scriptures which indicate the church will give a message this side the veil and that
the message will be one of reproof and of authority and will have an effect in
the earth and will cause repercussons that might be likened to a smiting. There is just tha
possihility.

The smiting of the image will not take place with the church in the flesh. There are many
pictures which force this concluson but are too lengthy to consider here. There will be a previous
smiting as afore mentioned, and that smiting of Jordan would be a work that would be analogous
to a smiting message prior to the earth's change and will have its effect. A smiting of Jordan takes
place prior to Babylon's fdl, and that fal is not pictured at dl in the vison of Elijah. The chariot of fire
which took Elijah home is likened to the nominal church when it comes into power, and will be
the means or agency that God will allow to convey God's faithful children home - the persecutions
that ensue a that time will be ingrumenta in so doing. In other words, the smiting of Jordan and the
gmiting of the Image cannot be the same event; they do not synchronize, but the one takes place
PRIOR to the smiting of the Image.

To continue, we see there are some expressions where Brother Russell states it one way and then he
states it another way in these same years. Now, if we wereliving at that time and believed the change of
the church was imminent, we could see how he could view the present war, at times, as though it will be
this war that will eventudly effect changes that will soon see the church's change to the heavenly
condition. A year later, as we continue further, July 1915, R.5716 "The amiting of the imege, which will
grind it to powder will not come from the church in the flesh, with carna wegpors, but from the church
in kingdom glory, backed by divine power.." (The church will not be in kingdom glory, nor have
power over the nations to dash them to pieces
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until the glorification takes place at the marriage). We can see by reading and meditating upon
that point that he views the smiting as being future.

SMITTING ISARMAGEDDON CRASH

Numerically speaking, it is more times stated by Pastor Russell that the smitingisto bea
future event, and that thisis the logicd thought will be further shown. In Feb. 15, 1916, R.5854, we
read this, "It is upon the feet of the Image that that the Armageddon crash of God's kingdom is
pictured asfaling - grinding the entire image to powder." He views the smiting of the image here and
likens it to the Armageddon crash upon the feet of the image. Now, in those later years Brother
Russl viewed the Armageddon crash as a future event. Occasondly, in very rare instances, be
likened Armageddon as commencing with the firs World War. But in many places following, he denied
this. In fact, he gave reasoning and Scriptura logic to prove that it couldn't have taken place then and
we fed that line of reasoning supercedes the few times when he generdized on the subject. It was his
thought that the true church would be gone before Armageddon, i.e., Anarchy. (Ques. Book, 617;'D
548 #1 Ques. Book, 580; 1915, Vol. 4 Forward, pg. xvi (1913).

Now we go into some of the details of the vison. We saw then in the great vison of Danidl, that the
feet were comprised of clay and iron; and this clay and iron represents the division of church and sate.
The day isimitation stone. When clay is mixed with water and hardens, it becomes stone-like, but it is
not true as stone which is represented by the stone that smites the image. That is a Stone, and thereis
no human-working in connection with that. Clay isworked
by hand, worked in with water, manipulated by hand and becomes like stone. But, it is not like the
natural sone one finds in the earth — not formed with human hands. That stoneis God-made and it is
that which pictures the church — God-made, without human hands; but by the Holy Spirit of God and
not of human origin.

SMEARED WITH CLAY A COUNTERFEIT OF STONE

The clay would represent a religious el ement mixed in with the iron, or in this case, with the
avil dement -- Rome, initsvarious divisons. We are given alittle clue that thisistrue. Thevison tdlsus
(vs. 43), "And where as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay, they shal mingle themseves with the
seed of men; but they shdl not cleave, even as iron is not mixed with clay." In the Bible, when the
pronoun they isused, it is usually in a derogatory sense... The church is pictured by, we and us and
the other class, who are nominally God's people, are spoken of as them and they. And so here,
when it says tha they shdl mingle themselves with the seed of men, it would indicate people professng
to be Chrigtians. They would, as God's people (in trying to better mankind's lot or condition), feel a
necessity to mix in with the civil ement, to try to uplift it, to reform it. And thet is why many
churches cannot understand why a Christian does not take part in the civil affairs of earth. The former
ones fed it their duty to be the moral conscience of the people and of the State. However, God has said
Hiskingdom is not of this world; that friendship of the world is enmity with God. He enjoins His
people to be separate from the world and its spirit and to cleave wholly to Him. And it &by

forgetting or ignoring this
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that the church would become politica -- it would mix in with the seed of man and try to better
mankind's pogtion. Buit it tdls us that, fundamentaly, even though they are not the red Chrigtians, they
are not wholly accepted by society. Rather, they are viewed upon with suspicion (this eement) in spite
of it (religion). It is because the palitical and the religious e ements fed that by getting together, they can
help strengthen society. But actually, each has his own ideas and preferences how society should be run.

Itis merely expediency that has been the theme down through the ages that has alowed these two
to mix together. But basically there is a weakness there because of their gpproaching this subject from
two different redms of thought. And so it tells us in the vison; that while they mingle themsdves with the
seed of men, it is not a thorough amalgamation. They cannot be thoroughly homogenized but are
separate one from another. There is a close union but there is dso aweakness there. And then it tellsus
that this rdaionis partly strong and partly broken. (Some trandations puit it "partly weak™). The thought
is that it has the srength of iron but it has the WEAKNESS of the clay -- day crumbles. It has a
tendency to crumble and SEPARATE as wdl. And that the clay represents an inherent weakness in
relation to this picture of coordination in this vison. Therefore, tha the clay represents the professed
church of Chrig, the IMITATION stone and not the true stone.

EVIDENCE OF WEAKNESSNOT PROOF OF DESTRUCTION

Some look about in the earth (from the standpoint of current events) and see the evidences of
wesknesses in connection with the nomina church. These see the nomind church asin the dedine
-- deterioraing. And they use this line of evidence as a proof that the church has been smitten.
They say these evidences of weakness show the church has been shorn of it power and that thereis no
hope of recovery. But it is interesting, in this vison, to note that the prophet tells us this relationship of
part strength and part weakness exists PRIOR to the impact of the stone upon the feet of the image.
He notes this condition as exigting PRIOR and their proof, therefore, CANNOT BE USED. The
evidences of wesakness of the church throughout the earth cannot be used as PROOFS the churchisin
the decline and there is no possihility of itsrise in the future.

CHURCH STATE STILL EXISTS

There is another line of evidence and that is the common sense view. If the stone smote the image,
we would expect one of the firgt things that would happen would be the sever ance of the clay from
the iron. This reationship would be broken asunder or gpart. Now, what do we find? When we look
upon the scene in the world today, we find just the opposite. We find that the church-state
relationship exists throughout a grest mgority of the nations of the earth today - the so-cdled
Chrigian nations. Take in England: The Church of England is ill identified with its civil powers and
prerogetives. The Queen, when she was coronated, laid claim to the title as head of the church as well
as head of dtate. Take Portugal: there is a church gate relaionship in Portugd. And in Spain: the same
condition exids - the shools are controlled by Catholicism. In the Latin American countries, in
South America, there are severd countries that have this relaionship. In your Scandinavian countries,
you havethis condition exising of the Lutheran
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state-church in connection with the government. In Greece you have that same condition. In fact, in
the last world war, following the routing of the Germans, there was a period of confusion and anarchy
in Greece. And during that period of time, in order to stabilize the condition of the people of Greece, the
Archbishop was made interim or temporary head of the state of Greece. His name was Archbishop
Damaskinos. He was made the head of Greece and ruled the nation as its primate until the king came
back. The king came back later and there was an orderly transfer. The clergy stepped aside and the old
arrangement took over again. But it goes to show that the Greek Orthodox Church isstill strongin
Greece, even though this is severd years after the first world war. In fact, many can atest, who live
there, of persecutions by the church in that country -- brethren can attest to that fact.

Even in Russaitsdf, this rdationship of church-state exists. It may be hard to see at firdt, but it does
exis. During the last world war when millions of Russans were killed, the people felt reluctant to dlow
the corpses to be buried without some sort of a religious ceremony. They fdt there might be
something in it. And so Stalin was forced to recognize the acceptance of the Russian Orthodox Church
even in this perfunctory fashion in connection with their burid. And the result was that dlowing the last
world war, there were severd million dollars given to the Russan Orthodox Church to help build
Russian churches (notably in Stdingrad). The gover nment furnished the money, showing thereisa
relationship. And the Russan Orthodox Churches even today, when making pronouncements, very
strongly backed the communist regime then; but they do exist as ardligious body. Since 1989, Russa
has embraced the Orthodox church there, has
overthrown communism and has put out a law banning certain other religious groups that were
objected to by that church. In 1984, Pope John Paul called for church union and snce the nine
mgor denominations have joined hands. Pope John Paul Il has recently, in the year 2000, made
overatures to the Russian Church and its Archbishop with the intent of Church Unity.

In 1917, when the communists came into power, they overthrew the church there, violently -- and,
for atime, there were very few churches in existence because of what the communists did. They cut
open the statues and revealed, the paper mache' on the inside and the people were so dirred at
the repugnant sght and with the false practices that these churches became empty hdls. In fact,
they (people) desecrated many of the church buildings--the mgority of them--and turned them into
warehouses or pulled them down or used them for some other inferior purpose.

But now, today, we find the Russian Orthodox Church is STRONGER, without question, than it
wasin 1917. So it would be a hard thing to account for the fact that the church is getting stronger,
in the year 2001, inthat nation if it has been smitten! It would seem to be a very peculiar fact. And we
find that the church-state relationship exists in  these other nations as well. More detall could be gone
into but we do not have the time.

(Thereisno Chridtian netion - so-called today that does not have asmilar condition of church-state
than was in existence prior to the year 1914.) This condition exists in dl of these nations; it cannot be
denied.) This relationship does exist today.

Now, we would fed that many have an erroneous thought: They believe the relaionship or union has
to be powerful in order to represent this clay-iron mixture but that is NOT the thought. It is the
association of the church and state. Whether it is weak or whether it is strong is designated in the Bible
as harlotry. Itis NOT the strength of the thing that is obnoxious in God's sight. It isthe FACT of the
union. So then, it isimmaterial about the power of the union. Thet is
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not what matters -—or-- if the state used the church asitstool. Look at Russia, the state uses the church
as its tool. And they are trying to gppoint in Poland and other countries those who have their dlegiance
to Rome. (And they are trying to pick those in sympathy with their political thoughts. The present Pope
John Paul 11, is packing the house with those Cardinds who have hisideds). It doesn't matter one way
or the other whether the church rules the state or the state uses the church asitstool. In either case, the
picture is gill designated (spiritudly) as Harlotry as MINGLING with the seed of men. So power
has NOTHING to do with the subject. And many are mided by that -- looking upon the weakness of
the power as an evidence that it does not exist. But actudly this relaionship exists today. So, then, it
would be a hard thing to undersand that here this image has been smitten and not only broken in
pieces, but GROUND to powder. How, then, is it that the clay-iron mixture is still to be seeniif this
has been done? We think that common sense and the facts that are about us give evidence that this
GREAT CRASH, predicted in the Bible with its devastating results, has not taken place. And it
(the church) isgrowing stronger in this nation than in the first world war.

COLLAPSE OF BABYLON TIED TO SMITING

Now, another strange thing. The collgpse of Babylon is ultimady reated with the smiting of the
image. If the iron-clay mixture represents ecclesiasticism mixed in with the state, whatever happens with
thisimage, in connection with its destruction, it isrelated to the fall of Babylon. In
other words, when the image is amitten, Babylon would fal. Right? This great devastating blow upon
the feet should mark the time. We look about us and what do we find? Is the church broken down?
We dill see plenty going to the church services. In fact, today, in many countries, more than before

It would be a hard thing, even from just the naturd standpoint, to say, "Well, that's dead; it's a
corpse -- wha we see is not aredlity today.” It is not the strength of the church; it isthe EACT of its
existence and the relationship that God does not like. He disapproves the church's MINGLING
with the seed of men. That isbasicdly the thing thet is wrong.

If the image has been smitten and broken into pieces, how in the world are these pieces coming
together for thislone hour of power in the reign of the beadt at the rise of Babylon, which is pictured by
the clay? How is it going to come back into power? The vison does NOT show it. It would be a
drange thing to see this image being dl ground to powder and, then, al of a sudden, see it revivified.
We bdieve that this vison is trying to show the devastating destruction of the present order of society
and its replacement by the Kingdom of God. For instance, it speaks of this clay as being potter’s clay.
And potter's clay, this miry clay, when it dries, islike a potter's vessd. When that is amitten, it fliesinto a
million-piece shards (fragments) SUDDENLY. So the smashing of the feet which is of potter's clay is
like DASHING them to pieces. Dashing them to pieces! It isnot a GRADUAL work. Therefore, we
believe that the breaking of the potter's vessel emphasizes two thoughts. (1) the SUDDENESS of the
destruction and (2) the COMPLETENESS of the destruction.

BABYLON'SEVERLASTING DESTRUCTION SHOWN

In order to emphasize, to impress upon the mind, that there is no possibility of this ever coming
back into POWER AGAIN, -- to show that there is NO CHANCE of its ever coming back into
power, it is not only SMITTEN into PIECES, but it becomes like the chaff of a summer threshing
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floor and is blown away to show afinality of the vison. And yet some would say thet it has been smit-
ten but that it is going to come back together for a little time. When the picture is emphasizing the
FINALITY of the destruction, they would say thet it is going to come back into power. So, what has
happened? Those who have viewed the image as dready having been amitten -- those of that
persuasion but who have a logicd mind -- that segment of the brethren, are forced to conclude that the
nomina church CANNOT come back into power. And they have openly expressed their views along
this line. We are aware there are severd who ill fed that the church will come back into power (and
yet believe the image has been amitten), but we fed they are not thoroughly impressed with the
INHARMONY and with the incompatibility of holding these two views. They have not awakened to
the fact of how one cannot hold these two views consgtently. So we fed this pictures SUDDEN
destruction and FINAL, UTTER dedtruction. NO possibility of its ever occurring again - this
relationship.

This view harmonizes, too, with the book of Reveation when they are cast ALIVE into the lake of
fire burning with brimstone. (Rev. 19:20) That pictures the condition of second death from which there
is NO POSSIBILITY of a resurrection. They are cast ALIVE (the beast and the fase prophet),
showing that whatever might happen in the future (in the nature of a deception upon the
peaple here upon the earth), it will NOT be of ardigious nature. So Bro. Russell concludes that
may beit is of acivil nature, this test way down a the end of the age (Rev. 20:3), that it will not be of a
reigious nature. The very fact that they are cast alive reaffirms the fact of the union between church and
dtate because they both are actively working together hand in hand--the kings of the earth, the beast and
the fdse prophet. Just asit is shown in the vison, they both are completely destroyed together.

COLLAPSE OF BABYLON EVIDENCE OF BINDING STRONG MAN?

Anather difficulty, and there are many, isa picture in the New Testament about the strong man of the
house. The strong man of the house must be bound be before his goods can be spoiled. If you think
upon that: are his goods being spoiled today? Many might say, “Yes They are being spoiled.” Are they
being spoiled? Look at the televison! Look at the newspaper: Look at the ads! Look at the Internet
and the videos! The corrupt literature! Look at the injustices in government! The disease, sickness,
etc.! Satan's kingdom does not ook as though it is broken into very much, doesit? We haveto
be redly factud and show common sense! Is the condition of the earth any better than it was back
there? We have afew inventions, we have afew pleasures, but there is no happiness with it, and there is
more distrust, more misuse, more discontent TODAY than before. And there is more EVIL - child
delinquency, etc. Has his kingdom been broken into? (Matt. 12:29) Well, it is avery poor bresking into,
if it id And here we are told that the “srongman” must first be bound BEFORE his house can be
broken into. If the house has been broken into, then the strongman must be bound. Not partialy
bound (i.e., in the process) BUT BOUND! -- so that he cannot resst and stay the hand of the one
who enters his house -- that one being our Lord. (Br. Russell, Ques. Book. pps. 625-627) In the quote
there (1916) he says, “All the present ingtitutions of the world are Satan's goods and arrangements.
These will be spoiled in the greet time of anarchy.”
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This statement is not saying that the strong man must be bound before the Lord comes - before the
Lord's second presence, or at the moment of his second presence. But before this house (Babylon, €tc.)
is destroyed in any effectua way a dl, during this presence, the binding must be done.

So what has happened? -- The scripture has been changed in recent years and given another
thought than has been presented to us in the volumes. They change this scripture and it's meaning
because basicdly they redize that thisis another obstacle they must get out of the way to prove that the
image has been amitten. So you see, while we are not impugning the motives, there are brethren who
hold opposite views. And if they hold it with consstency, something has to give, in connection with the
fabric of the prophetic ddlineationsin scripture in other places, to match and support this new thought.

"The collapse of Babylon will indicate that Satan has been quite fully bound.” -- Pastor Russdll,
Ques. Book, 626. When the house has been broken into THEN you know that the strong man HAS
BEEN bound - when his house is broken into, when Babylon COLLAPSES. However, the binding
will not yet have taken place according to the Pastor's comments in Gems From the Mine
(Reveddion 20:3 extensve comments) until after the Great Company has been tried and onward
into anarchy and Jacobs Trouble. The Pastor writes, “As to the question WHEN the great
adversary’ s binding will be accomplished, we beieve that it will NOT be
brought about UNTIL the time that the ‘great company” class IS COMLETED. It would not
aurprise us if Satan would make a great commotion in the world all through the time of trouble.
It does not seem that the terrible trouble will come about WITHOUT the adversary. We think he
would enjoy being in the fray, such as we expect it to be —worldwide, whenthe kingdoms of this
world become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.” (Rev. 11:15, 1910, R.4610)

"The church and date are getting pretty well welded together." These are Bro. Russdl's words -
1916. If the iron and the clay have dready been smitten, then this seems to be contradictory! "They
depend upon each other, and will get pretty closely united in the time of need.”" So while we say there
are two lines of evidence pro and con -- the bulk of it isthat thisisa FUTURE EVENT. But the
commonsense viewpoint and the scripturd viewpoint do indicate and point to it as YET future.
Otherwise, we are forced to conclude that the church WILL NOT come into power and that the door
| S closed. To belogica, we would be forced to those conclusions.

We would now refer to Isaiah 66:7 in which we are told that ‘before her pain came she of a
manchild” was ddivered. And, in connection with the interpretation of this scripture, the Pastor likens
the woman here as to nomind spiritud Zion and that the church head and body (but here
particularly the body because the head is pictured as having been previously brought forth) or the
manchild is born before the death of the mother - nominal Zion before her DEATH pain. Thisis
based upon another picture in the old testament in connection with their birth of Joseph and Benjamin.
The mother died with the birth of the last son. His name was Benoni (son of theright hand) and it
was changed to Benjamin in her death pain or sorrow. That was a picture of the great company class.
When Joseph was born there was no evidence of any abnormd pain. It was the DEATH pain or
pangs that was referred to in Isaiah 66. (See Gen. 35:18)

The NATIONS still existed. And they are pictured in thisimage (Dan. 2:35) as existing way down
here at the end of the age. What happens? Let's take, for consideration, these world powers. Babylon:
Babylon would embrace, in Bro. Russall likens her degth to the onein Isaiah 66 of the
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woman there having her pain and degth. (Thisis not the same as the manchild in Reveation, for here the
manchild is born before the pain and in Rev. the false menchild isborn AFTER the pain.) The church
will be gone before Babylon's fdl. Babylon's FALL is RELATED to the smiting of this image.
'When Babylon was pronounced as fallen in 1878, thefdl wasfrom FAVOR in God's Sght. But there
aretwo fdls of Babylon. one (1) isthefal from FAVOR and the next (2) isthe DESTRUCTION.

ALL NATIONSOF IMAGE TO GO DOWN IN ARMAGEDDON CRASH

Notice tha this vison tels us something to this effect: “Then was the iron, the clay, the copper, the
dlver and the gold, broken into pieces together." Right? Now that presents another interesting fact.
We thought, didn't we, that the gold was gone? (It says, "Thou, 0 King Nebuchadnezzar, art this head
of gold. And &fter thee shdl arise another kingdom,” etc. And yet when it comes to the smiting of the
image, the gold is STILL THERE. And the slver is STILL there; it hasn't been destroyed. So this
begins to raise another entirely new realm of thought. The fact that the stone smites the feet is to show
the time dement. This vison has a prophetic sequence down through the ages and it commences with
the head (just as one would view a person). So in this vision, the head represented the first kingdom
and 0 on in the successive
worldly kingdoms. The toes are at the very extremity of the age. The fact that the stone smites the feet
shows that it will be in the latter days that this smiting will take place. But in spite of the fact thet it
happensin the latter days, the other parts of the image are ill in exisgence AT the time this smiting takes
place.

The Babylonian, the Medo-Persian, etc. each ceased as aworld power. It was this power of control
that was destroyed by each successve government but the NATancient times, what we would
designate today as part of India, Arabia, Iran, Iraq and a part of Syria, nations such as those.
Then the next world power came dong: Media- Persa(and Media-Persia, instead of being toward India,
modern Persia moved over toward Turkey). And so the center of AUTHORITY began to moveto
the LEFT. Then it shifted a little more to the west -- to Greece. It isinteresting to note how this
power of control went from Babylon to Media-Persga (or Asia Minor) over to Greece and then to
Rome.

And as far as that goes, we (America) are consdered a part of Rome by virtue of our indirect
connection. We are not recognized as a world power like the others were. There are only four world
powers in that vison. There were other kingdoms, the Egyptian and others. But he is dating this vision
from the time that the king had the dream.

Babylon, 200 years ago was an inggnificant place. It was hardly different then than it istoday. It is
only with the discovery of oil that in recent years these nations even amounted to anything. They were
in afeuda date for thousands of years and the same condition exist now as then. No change! Now, in
fact today, they are a little stronger than they were in the first world war. Aren't they? If it has been
gmitten, then how is it tha these insignificant kingdoms are getting more POWER? Look at
Saddam Hussain (the rebuilder of Babylon) who seeks ways of biological warfare, sends missiles to
Israel and how he ridicules America. Look at Iran (formerly Persia) in the 1960’ s celebrated 2,500
years of existance, whose main city was Persaopolus and who were so strong as to hold America
hostage.
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This vison means that these nations EXIST but not with the power they formerly had. But when the
done smitesthe image, they will not exist. It will mean the OVERTHROW of
GOVERNMENTS. The first world war shook the earth in some respects and other pictures in the:
Bible show it (which we will |ater refer to), but not in the sense asis pictured in Dan. 2:24. That is
adifferent picture. That is a blow whichisaDEATH BLOW. Some things which have happened since
1914~which we do not have time to go into now, were merely changes of forms of governments. Many
of these nations were changed. Persia was changed into Iran; and Babylon to Irag. Then there is
Czechodovakia (who recently had a name change). Hungary and divisons of some of those Bakin na-
tions and other changes dong that line. But no radica change to spesk of as far as the kingdom is
concerned. The ARMAGEDDON CRASH (the smiting of the IM AGE) will be the dissolution of
the gover nments of the EARTH.

Babylon was inggnificant in the first world war and the first world war had nothing to do with Arabia
to speak of. What real damaging change took place in Arabia and those nations? Greece ismore or less
undisturbed. There may be changes of government, but these have taken place throughout world
history. The vison tdls us the nations that comprised the various world powers would be dl related to
this smiting. In other words, when this amiting takes place, Arabia, Irag, Iran, Lebanon, Syria, Asa
Minor, Turkey, Greece, Rome, the Bakins, Europe are ALL involved. This isnt jus a war in
EUROPE buit it is a condition that will entirely overthrow the governments of THESE nations.
("Though I meke an end of dl nations.") See how thisis related to anarchy, the Armageddon smash, and
it saysthat these are broken to pieces together. Itisa
picture of FINALITY AND DESTRUCTION and the church is NOT going to come back into
power after for, whenthis hgppens, it is through.

As the clay and iron mixture represent the rdationship of church and state, and as the collgpse of
Babylon is intimately related to the smiting of the Image, it would be difficult to understand that, if
the Image has been already smitten upon the feet. Especidly it would be difficult to see how the
fragments of iron and clay are to come together again temporarily before their find dissolution, when
the prophetic picture in Danid does NOT indicate such an occurrence subseguent to the crash.
Additiondly, the events of our day show that the relaionship and intimacy between church and Sate
still subsists.

GLORIFICATION OF TRUE CHURCH PRECEDESBABYLON'SDESTRUCTION,;
BABYLON'SDESTRUCTION PRECEDESFALL OF KINGDOMS (IMAGE)

If the true Church is to be born in the first resurrection before nominal Zion's death pains (Isaiah
66:7) (Reprints 5574, Cal. 2), then it gppears that Babylon's collapse is yet future, otherwise, this
poses the embarrassing question how to account for our being this side the vell. It is our thought
that upon the ston€'s impact, Babylon will have fallen and her death-pang already
commenced, sSnce it is written that the fall of Babylon precedes the fall of the kingdoms. (Rev.
18:9,10, See Zion's Watch Tower Reprints 1355, Col. 2, #4)

“The Strong Man of the House must be bound before his goods can be spoiled (or his kingdoms
destroyed) the collgpse of Babylon will indicate that Satan has been quite fully bound .... the church and
the State are getting pretty well welded together (but if theiron and the clay
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have been already smitten, thiswould appear quite contradictory). They depend upon each other,
and will get pretty closdly united in the time of need.” -- Question Book pg. 626 year 1916

Congder briefly the Stuation in Spain and Portugdl. ...Has the Stone Kingdom smitten these nations
-- or does the church nominal sill exercise considerable influence in these priest-ridden
nations? Does not the church-state relationship exis in England? Did not former Prime-Minister
Churchill gppoint, and King Edward install, the present Archbishop of Canterbury to succeed the
office of the late Archbishop Trent?

Was it not necessary that Princess Elizabeth's consort, Prince Phillip, formaly renounce his efiliation
with the Greek Orthodox Church, and thus become inducted into the Episcopal Chur ch, therdigion
of the redlm?

What shdl we say of Italy? Does not the Catholic Church under the present condtitution of the
Republic ill enjoy -- without change -- the prerogatives and privileges previoudy obtained in the
Lateran Treaty Pact of the Victor Immanud Dynasty (1929)? Is not Papacy till the religion of
State in Italy - established thus palitically and financially?

Did we not observe, in Greece, an example of the Orthodox Church's influence in the appointment
of Archbishop Damaskinos as interim Regent of Greece? Do not conditions exist in Smilar vein
in the Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark, Norway, not to mention the growth of the Church's
influencein the Americas?

And last but not least - does not thisrelationship exist even in Russia? If the Image was smitten
in 1914, how do we account for the resurgence of the Russan Orthodox Church which
today enjoys gregter privileges than formerly it did in the earlier days of the Communist-Socidist
Revolution? Even to the extent of receiving government fundsin itswork of rehabilitation?

Nor can these aforementioned facts be explained awvay with the mere assertion that the nomind
church today is but a mere skeleton of its former sacerdota power. For it haslarger influence in some
nations than formerly it did, aswell aslessinfluencein others.

Be it observed, however, that it is the association of Church and State - whether weak or strong -
and NOT the power of the union that is called to our atention in Nebuchadnezzar vison; that it is
the fact rather than the degree or form of relationship to be noted. It matters not whether the State uses
the Church asitstool, or whether the Church usesthe State asitstool, the clay-iron admixtureis
still spiritually designated harlotry.

Are not they (the church nomind) still mingling " themselves with the seed, of men"(in the
political affars of men). (Dan. 2:43) Are they not gill "partly strong and partly broken'(fragile)?
(Dan.2:42) Note well that the former condition, as well as the evidence of internd weskness and
deterioration, are both discernible prior_to the Stone's impact upon the feet of the Image, and
consequently are not infdlible (proofs that this event has a past fulfillment). However, if our
understanding be correct, when the image is amitten, this affiliation will have ceased to exigt dtogether -
the destruction of the component parts being but next in order (Rev. 16:19) The rending of the
kingdoms of earth today, which commenced so noticeably in 1914, we believe corresponds
more closely with THE WINDS OF WAR prefigured in Elijah's Vison (I Kings 19:11), while
the smiting of the Stone Kingdom seems to be more closely identified with the SECOND
phase of social explosion (earthquake) of the same vison.

In summation, therefore, our judgment is that the Stone is not yet entirely cut out; that the
growth of the StoneisNOT indicative of increase of numbersin the glorified body of Chrigt,




Smiting of the | mage, The— Page 18

but rather denotes the gradua incr ease of governments' influence and peace throughout earth's entirety
(Isa 9:7; Ezek. 47:3-5), Reprints 4883, Col. 1#2 to Col. 2 top); that the prophetic delineation of
the stone's impact is likened unto the shattering of adried potter's-vessel which forcibly pictures,
upon occurrence, the sudden, as wdl as the utter, dissolution of all semblance of law and order in
earth; which, in turn, affords liberty to the red hand of anarchy and fire to do its work in completing
the annihilation of civilization as we now know it. All things will then pass avay and behold! -- “ He will
make all things new.” Thank God! “Those days will be shortened by the Elect, ese, surdly, no flesh
would be saved.”

“-- and he that overcometh and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will | give power over the
nations, -- as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers, -- then will the hand that smote
be turned to hed (the people), giving them beauty for ashes, the ail of joy for mourning and the garment
of prasefor heaviness." -- (Hos. 6:1; Ps. 1.9; Jer. 19:22; Rev. 2:26)
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WINDS OF WAR WEAKENING OF NATIONS SINCE
1914

The rending (weakening) of the kingdoms of earth today, which has commenced since 1914, we
believe, more closely corresponds with the winds of war prefigured in the vision of Elijah (I Kings
19:11); while the smiting is more closdly identified with the socid exploson earthquake of Rev. 16:19.
Some are inclined to make this phase of trouble ook like a revolution; as changing from a
democratic form, to the socidist or communist form. But thet isNOT the revolution which Bro.
Russell depicts there. Heexplicitly refersto it asVIOLENCE, asa GREAT SOCIAL
EXPLOSION. When F.D.R. came here (as U.S. Presdent in 1933), we had quite afew changes; but
that wasnot the revolution of the Bible We have amore AUTOCRATIC rule in some of the na-
tions than they ever had before. In Russa, that is not awesk rule. That isastrong rule. The same with
France, Poland, Hungary, Spain and others. When this happens, there will not be the church-state
relaionship. But today, when we look about, we see it al over in these countries. Even with our
government and the U.N. And while they do not have so much power, the relationship, nevertheess,
existsand thisis growing sironger as the years go by.

Now, there is one other point - the growth of the stone. It tells us that when the stone amites, the
stone grows and becomes a grest mountain and fills the entire earth. The Soci ety viewsthat the God of
heaven has SET UP hiskingdom in the year 1914. (Refer to one of their more recent works titled,
“Our Incoming World Government--God's Kingdom™* (published 1977) Ther view is that they are
going to survive and GROW in the time of Armageddon. They are not going to diminish, but are going
to SURVIVE AND THRIVE in the time of trouble then upon the world. (The base of this error has
originated in their confusion about the end of the Gentile Times, marriage of church-state and
the white-robed Rev. 7 class). They expect to ultimately embrace the entire earth and the capitol of
the world is to be at Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, New Y ork. The present view that the kingdom was
set up, may be directly ascribed to the Society, for it is they who have fostered and perpetuated this
view with their own versgon or modification.

The stone is a spiritud one - not a Jonadab class. And it is the church in GLORY - not the
church here on earth and its influence (in that sense) which will do the amiting. This shows that the
governmental INFLUENCE of Messah's kingdom will RAPIDLY incresse FOLLOWING the
dissolution of the present empires of earth

It will expand until it embraces the entire earth. (Psalms 72 says, "He shdl have dominion from
sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the eath”) This shows a picture of
entirety-univer sality. The stone represents the glorified church growing as it says in the John
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*Publication mentioned is an update. Previoudy cited was the Society's publication of 1958, “ Your Will
Be Done”

(the Baptist) picture "He must increase, but | must decrease.” (John 3:30) And so we find the Elijah
class this 9de the vell must be diminishing as we would go further toward time of trouble. And on
the OTHER side of the veil, the stone is growing. That is NOT true down here. So, the stone
represents gradual yet repid increase of Messiah's INFLUENCE and GOVERNMENTAL
CONTROL over the nations of the earth following the FALL of the nations. Itsreal marked growth
will commence with the destruction of the hosts of Gog and Magog with the
ESTABLISHMENT of Isradl. And it isfrom there that the stone begins to grow.

STONE CLASSCUT OUT OF BABYLON

The cutting out of the mountain. Let us take another angle. There are many. Let us take the
cutting-out angle. What does it mean for the stone to be CUT OUT of the mountain? What isthe
mountain? The mountain is the kingdom of EARTH. Thisis the mountain DOWN HERE. Itis
down here that the church is being prepared. Now, to be cut out of the mountain in this particular
prophecy, we believe, has the significance of BEING CHANGED to the SPIRITUAL date. The sone
pictures, not individuas, but rather the church as a CLASS being quarried out of the earth (like a
beautiful gem as the diamond). And as they are FULLY cut out or sculpted out, it will mean the
CHANGE of the church. In other words, it says, (Isa 53:8) "He was cut off out of the land of the
living." This has reference to Messiah. The word found in Danid for “ cut out” isof Chadean origin, but
has the Hebrew equivaent; for the three consonantsar e the same asthey arein the language of
the Chaldeans. In the Bible, it spesks of the cutting off of the wicked -- that they are being cut off
in_death. And with the Messiah, it is pictured as being “cut off out of the land of the living.” So aso, the
prophecy of Hab. 3;17, where Bro. Russell has only one article on the latter part of this chapter entitled,
"A Prophecy Nearing Fulfillment" (1914, R.5383)

This thought is conveyed. There he spesks of the church as being cut off from the fold - the
CHANGE from the earthly to the SPIRITUAL condition of the church. They are changed from the
earthly fold to the spiritua. They are CUT OUT of this condition to the other. The herd in the gtalls
represent the opposite movement of the Ancient Worthies -- they would be installed INTO the
earth and into their pogtions of authority. This thought of being CUT Off or OUT OF, has the meaning
of DEATH and not merely of selection.

It isthe complete separation from the mountain that is pictured, the complete SPIRITUAL
change from the earthly to the spiritud condition. In the antitype, it is the spiritual cutting out and
not just a separation from the world. Cut out has the thought of cut off in deeth and out of the land of
the living, in that sense. And that would take place shortly PRIOR to the smiting of the image (the
church’s completion). It will be the complete. glorified church, backed by divine power, which will do
this amiting and, it will be the dass “OVERCOMES to the END” that will have the privilege of
“dashing the nations to pieces as a potter's vessel.” (Rev. 2:26,27) See Reprints 5854, Feb. 15,
1916 —“Our Fair Land” to End, Cal. 31A; Also Sudiesin the Scriptures, Volume. 3, Foreword.

--- October, 1959
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EXCERPTSfrom a 1910 Commentary
THE OVERIAND MONTHLY by C. T. Russ4ll

“Without human hands,” without human authority or power. That stone is the Church of
which Jesusisthe Head and the Apostles and all the saints of this age of every denomination
are members. The cutting of it (out) will soon be completed. That Stone represents Messiah on the
larger plane. Jesus the Head and the Church, His Body; for we are dl membersin particular of the
body of Christ, which is the Church. Not until the Church shall have been completed, not until the
last member shall have been changed from earthly to heavenly conditions, not until the glorified
Christ shall have taken unto Himself His great power to reign; and not until the end of the
Gertile Times, will this heavenly power be hurled againg the image. 1t will not drike the image in its
head or breast or loins or legs; for these have passed long ago. It will smite the image on its feet, its
present_development, -- Christendom, so-cdled. That impact is prominently noted throughout the
Scriptures as " a time of trouble such asnever was since there was a nation." The Scriptures give
vivid pictures of the Gentile Governments in the world. Then "the gold, the silver, the brass, the iron and
the clay became like the cheff of the summer threshing floors, and the wind carried them away and no
place was found for them. (Dan. 2:35)”

"Such isthe graphic description given usof the end of Gentile governments, in which today
many of us take such pride, and which have their good intentions and good qualities. But these also, be
it remembered, were recognized and authorized by God to occupy the seat of Government and to hold
in check human affairs—"until he comes whose right the Kingdomis,” and to whom it will be given
- The Christ -- the Head and the Elect Church his members; the Kingdom for which we pray,
"Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth asit is done in heaven'---the Millennid Kingdom,
whichisto bless dl the families of the earth through the channel or medium of Israel, God's
chosen people. (Ezekid 21)”

GREAT RAVENOUSBEASTS

“We have intimated that Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the great image represented autocracy and
world sovereignty from the viewpoint of grandeur. WWe now come to examine the same governments as
seen from the divine viewpoint. How different! Now, instead of appearing great, noble and wise,
these are pictured as ravenous wild beasts which tread down and devour the earth. In this picture,
which was given to Danid for himsdf and for al of God's people, the symbolisms are theser”

Symbolisns”

“Babylonia, the head of the Image, is symbolized by aLion;
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Medo-Perda, the breast and arms of the Image, symbolized by a bear;

Greece, the belly and thighs of brass* symbolized by aleopard;

Rome, the iron legs of the image, is here pictured as a great and terrible beast, for which no name
could be found, and the like of which had never been known in the earth before. "It brake in pieces and
devoured” everything. Nothing could withstand its power. How wonderful a figure, illugtrative of the
ferocity which has marked the kings and governments and wars of these Gentile times!

The feet and toes of the image, representing the Papacy and the co-mingling of State and Church
domination, we find pictured in the ten horns of the terrible beast.”

“These beadts are to rule the world until the end of the “Gentile Times™ of world domination, Oct.
1914, which will aso be the end of the “ Jewish times of Divine disfavor.” Then the dominion will pass
from these beasts, and their bodies or organizations as Governments will be given to the
burning flame--turned over to destruction. The Prophet pictures the end of Gentile times and the
manifestation of the Ancient of Days, whose throne was like a fiery flame and who caused the
judgment to sit. It was at that time that the words of the last beast came into judgment-the great
words uttered by the horn that had eyes and a mouth and that spake gresat, swelling words, claimed by
nearly al expostors of the past to represent Papacy and itsboast of infallibility, etc. T hen the beast
was dlain_-- the great and terrible beast, and his body was given to the burning flames. Thisis still
future and therefore prophetic, and we may not too postively declare how it will be fulfilled.
Apparently it ggnified the overturn of the civil and rdigious systems of our day, especidly of
Europe. It seems to symbolize the destruction of all earthly government and authority. This would
mean anar chy, the most terrible curse upon society imaginable.”

“Then it was, that Daniel was given avison of the Son of Man in glory, receiving the authority of the
dominion of earth. "And there was given him dominion and glory and a kingdom that al people,’ nations
and languages should serve Him; His dominion which shdl not be destroyed.” (Dan. 7:14) -- Overland
Monthly pp 82, 83

*Babylonia gold, Medo-Persga: silver, Greece brass (copper) Rome: Iron (with feet of part iron and
clay.
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Overland Monthly pp. 82, 83

As concerns this article from the Overland Monthly (magazine) it isvery important to note that the
vision of the beast of the 7th chapter of Daniel and the dream of Nebuchadnezzar about the Image are
comparable. It should be noted by the reader that the commentary from the Overland Monthly
presents both of these matters as being in the time of the judgment and destruction of Babylon. In the
fird, as concerns the Roman Beast, --- IT IS FUTURE and IS TO BE GIVEN TO THE
BURNING FLAMES OF ANARCHY (Armageddon). In the second case, the sone will smite
only when the church is completed and is in glory, when even the last member is there. The
prophecies are in agreement and are harmonious. Lastly, note that the reference to " until he come
whose right it is" -- the kingdom right, and to whom it will be given, is'The Christ--the Head and
the Elect Church, his members" This heps to darify the Ezekid 21:25-27 reference which aso
harmonizes with Psa 2:8: "Ask of me and | will give thee the nations -- ". The work will be done with
Chrigt and his Church together. See references to the same thing in Harvest Gleanings | (1978)
p675; Studies in the Scriptures, Volume 3 Foreword, iv, v. Compare Rev. 2:26, 27. -- Editors note.

Thus the SMITING of the IMAGE represents the end of all government and authority as
defined by this article. This is accomplished by the ARMAGEDDON CRASH ALONE and by the
GLORIFIED, THE Christ, whose right it is. Then and only then will the STONE KINGDOM
grow in the earth.
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Dragon of Daniel 7, The 10 Horns and Revelation 17

SMITING OF THE IMAGE
SUPPLEMENT

"THE ROMAN DRAGON OF DANIEL 7"
THE 10 HORNS AND REVELATION 17

" After this| saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible,
and strong exceedingly, and it brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it; it
was diverse from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. | considered the
horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were
three of the first horns plucked up by the roots; and, behold, in this horn there were eyes, like
the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things." Daniel 7:7,8.

" And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on
which the woman (* papacy) sitteth. And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and oneis, and
the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. And the beast
that was, and is not, even he is [becomes] the eighth [head]* and is of the seven [heads],* and
goeth into perdition. And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings which have received
no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast (*temporal power of
Papacy)." Rev 17:9-12. (*“ Revelation,” The Finished Mystery, 1917 — Br. C. J. Woodworth
properly held correct views differing from Pastor as to return of Papal temporal power regarding
Rev. 17. [Compare Vol .4, p.38, Rev.17:16.] Not yet cast off by Kings of the earth .)

While applying the “ten horns’ to Papd development, they also correspond to Daniel 2, and there
represent the ten divisions of power. These horns correspond to the ten horns of Revelation 17, who
have no kingdom as yet; but who, as the ten toes which are the last stage of development of the
Image of Nebuchadnezzar, would be the last or bottom (toes of the feet). In other words, they would
be the last or the very last or the extremity or the end of the Gentile POWER in the earth -- which
have extended well beyond 1914. As the head is the beginning, so the feet, and particularly the toes
are the extremity or the END of the person. In thiscase, it would be thetelosor final END of that
Roman power in the earth.

WHY TEN CHANGED TO
SEVEN OR EIGHT HORNS

The scene in Danid changes from the ten horns (divisions) to become seven horns (or heads --
successive forms of government) and also the eighth horn (or head). The matter is presentedin a
very encagpsulated form here, in Danid 7. The great horn (vs. 7,8) PUSHED up and removed the three
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previous Roman empires; the (2) Heruli, (3) the Eastern Exarchate and (4) the Ostrogothic (Eastern
Goths or Arians who as the (4th) was defeated by the Emperor Judtinian at Ravenna, their capitd, in
Itay in theyear 539 AD. Thesewerethree "heads', which succeeded

the (1) Firgt head which was Catholic Christian Emperor Constantine. These heads/horns one, two,
three and four dl correspond o heads one, two, three and four of Revelation 13 and 17. Since the
purpose in Danid was detalled to show the arriva in point of time (the 8th) of a particular head, viz.
Papacy (also the 5th), the three removed are included in the remaining seven horns. Thuswas
established horn (five) Papacy, the Great Horn which ruled for 1260 years, which in the FUTURE is
to be the eighth. In other words, to identify the number seven -- three were subtracted from ten,
leaving seven. However adding the Great Papd horn (in place 5) there were in reality eight. The
eighth horn/head began to form in 1929 under Bunito Mussolini and Lateran treaty creeting the Papa
temporal State of the VVatican Nation. In this brief account of Danid 7, it shows that it was not among
the aigind ten. It came in among the ten displacing horns/heads two, three and four which were the
three just beforeit. Vol. 1, p. 258. Papacy did not displace horn one, for that was Congtantine (or the
Manchild, Rev. 12) who agreed with it — which, Papacy kter, after the following three in the way,
became the Man of Sin -- Papacy.

As mentioned, what was in redlity the eighth pushed up in or as the 5th in the 1260 year place or
horn/head -- (successive form of government). It came in AFTER the 4th (it cast out horns two to four)
and occupied horn/head five. In actuality it was the eighth of the future, aso. Since there were
origindly ten (10) and three (3) were removed, that left seven (7) to remain. Then came the eighth
horn/head in number 7+1=8. The eighth horn/head firs enters the scene at the fifth horn/head
position. Thus agrees the word of God. Its helps to show, dso, that the eighth is a head and not a
headless (republican peoples) condition or a codition rulership. The eighth was exactly the same asis
shown in Revelation 17 -- is one of the seven. The eighth (head) is one of the seven (heads). It was
Papacy like it was in the dark ages and just as vicious. It was Herodius and not Salome who duped her
daughter Protestants to kill the John the Baptist (Elijah) class.

TEN HORNS, TEN TOES ARE
THE TEN KINGS

Four kingdoms are shown in the entire image of Danid. Of Babylon, it was sad of King
Nebuchadnezzar -- "Thou 0 King, art aking of kings" "Thou art this head of gold,” In the fourth world
empire -- clayfiron pat, (not the fifth, Chrit's Kingdom. Interegtingly, five plays an important role in the
plan of Jehovah God. There are, for example, Five Ages in the plan of God from the fal to man's
recovery.), Rome/Papa has the Pope as the head of histen divisonswith their rulers and damsthetitle
"King of Kings and Lord of Lords' and aso wears the triple crown -- king of heaven and king of earth
(temporal). The four universal empires and the ten divisions continued on until in the final form or
extremity as ten toes -- under the headship of the pope. By those particular toes would the death of
the remaining saints, who would be "set up" (entirely cut out as the kingdom of God), be carried out.
Then, they (the saints) will, asthat greet stone, be lifted up (Rev. 17:14) and smite the entire image on its
(clay smeared-over-iron) feet and, laglly, --the toes -- in the Armageddon crash, ending this system of
thingsin point of time-- thefind extremity of man'srule.
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The toes are the find extremity of Gentile power finally devel oped -- the ten kings of Reveation 17
in the final hour and in the fury of the eighth head or form of government which will perform the
samevicious acts as did the fifth head inthe past.  All four world empires and

epecidly Catholic Pgpacy in its find Roman form (the eighth head) which is aso pictured in the
clay-smeared iron toes, shdl go down together in the Armageddon crash or explosve “impact”
(once) of the stone (Church in glory). In the 7th Chepter of Daniel, Armageddon is shown by the
Roman (Dragon) Beast with the find eight horns (the fifth and eighth being the Great Horn), whose
body was given to the burning flame(s) of anarchy, future -- not in 1799. OV p. 83 There, future,
the Beast and the False Prophet were everlastingly destroyed as systems (not in 1914 -- they still
exist!) inthe"lake of fireé' -second degth or eternal destruction never to return again. We are not talking
about Divine right of kings here. We are talking systems. It was not the Divineright of kings that was
to go down in Armageddon--it was the beast. Note that term is " The Beast." It is not a new
Beast. It is the same old " Beast." And, that is the one that Christ and the Church will take
out forever. And, it is " the smoke of the torments' of that system, Papacy, which will ascend
forever from that future point in time -- not from 1914 asis erroneously held to this day. Once
we have had something burned into memory, it becomes very difficult to think a al. The Pastor well
sad it, "Errors and superdtitions die hard.!"

COUNTERFEIT CLAY-SMEARED
IRON TOESDESTROYED FUTURE

The clay-smeared iron feet and finally toes, of that counterfeit (of the true stone of) Christ's kingdom
now fraudulently ruling, are to be destroyed forever in the time of trouble which is yet future and
represented in Anarchy. OV. p. 83. It will be in one impact “like an atomic bomb” and the following
dust cloud. Violently destroyed -- together -- all the image -- forever. "And, shdl be found no more
a dl." Rev. 18. "Every idand fled away and the mountains were not found." Rev. 16:19,20. This can
only take place when the church is complete and fully set up as " the stone" to do the crushing
work. They must be complete and glorified together at the marriage which will be during the first
half of the "hour of power with the beast” and Protestant collaborators. Studies in the Scriptures,
Volume 3, Foreward iii, par. 4; iv, top par. (1916) and Rev. 17 and 16. And, they will be backed by
the Divine power possessed. R.5716., c2, top. Only BY THAT TIME WILL THEY ALL have been
carved out of the mountain by the work of God's Holy Spirit. Studies in the Scriptures, Volume 1,
p.255, par 2. This was not in 1914 or anytime prior when some were previoudy raised in 1878. We
certainly agree that al have not yet been found -- not to speek of being glorified together. There is no
mention in Daniel 2 of a grinding to powder. Thisis man's concocted idea. The expression "grind
him to powder" is found only in the Christian Greek Scriptures and are the words of our Lord applying
to his Millennial kingdom judgment by himsdf. The stone which srikes -- strikes but only once and
is not lifted again and again for a very long period of time as some have taught. Since the stone
represents the entire stone class (Christ and the church), the striking will take place when ALL areon
the other Sde of the veil.

IMAGE NOT STRUCK [N 1914!
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A recent 1991 statement, in an East Coast Newdetter and a Midwest Newdetter (and 1992 BS
Texas TV program) that the done sruck the image of church and state (TX TV

SONG OF FAITH

By

Elizabeth Hopper

The dawn has come,
the Sun will soon berising;
Thetimeis near
when shadows flee away.

Our Kingishere,
thesignsare all around us;
But, first, the dark night
must precede the day.

0 Lord our God,
When foes are gathered 'round us,
Wewill not bow
to Satan's beastly power

Nor wear the mark
they would impose upon us,
Their planswill fall,
will only last an hour.

Though nationsrage
and kings conspire against us,
We'd lose our life
togainit, Lord, with Thee.
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For Thou hast trod
this path of faith before us,
To succor us
in prayer on bended knee.

For Thou hast trod
this path of faith before us,
To succor us
in prayer on bended knee.

We sing this song
with joyous expectation
Of promises fulfilled
beyond the vell;

We see by faith
the glorious consummation,
The Bridegroom with
his bride shall ere prevail.

--- . Elizabeth Hopper, 1990

“The Keys of Revelation," p. 573
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| dentification Statement

Zion's Tower of the Morning. Issue No.61, April, 1996. Quarterly. P.O. Box 3261, Southfield,
M1 48037-3261.

The Gentile Times And The 2520 Years

The Times of the Gentiles
and the 2520 Years

"There shall be great distress in the land and wrath upon the people. And they shall fall
by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall
be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." -- Luke 21:23,
24,

The purpose of this discusson is to show from the Scriptures that that the "times of the Gentiles'
ending is not a future event. Secondly, that the "times of the Gentiles' came to a precise end in the
year 1914 A.D. with the beginning of World War 1. Third, there also, certain transactions took place
on behdf of the Jewish people and the Kingdom of Greet Britain, which came into possession of the
Land of Pdedine a that time. Fourthly, it is a mistaken view, that the "times of the Gentiles' apply
primarily to the precise point of their exited dominion. While 1914 marks the beginning of the end of
Gentile world rulership, ad that their existence is somewhat in demise as evidenced by the prophetic
war "wind" *1, followed by war "wind" #2, putting cracks in the rocks (1 Kings 19), it is but a
preparatory effect making ready for the eventua toppling of the "system of things -- both governmenta
and religious. Thiswill occur in the "great time of trouble" of the revolution and its findity "anarchy” both
of which are included in the term "Armageddon.” (Rev. 16; Dan. 12:1; Mait. 24)

Finally, the correct perspective of the momentous occurrence ending the "times of the Gentiles' & the
concluson of the 2520 years was with regard to the dominion over Isradl in the sense that: 1). they
were made a subject nation to the Gentiles who ruled over them from day one -- ancient Babylon. 2).
This continued againg the Jew even from the burning and destruction of their capita city, Jerusdem,
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A.D. 70 on to its findity, A.D. 73 and the taking away of the last vestige of hope as a nation in 135
A.D. From that time forward was the scattering in which condition they remained until the ending of
this 2520 year period of previoudy determined punishment. Thus, this period of 2520 years applies
primarily to the Jewish people or Israel and pinpoints the time beginning the restoration of their
nation, | sradl.

We adso intend to show that Leviticus 26: 18, 21, 24 and 28 are given adistorted trandation in the
Leeser trandation as well as by James Strong in his Exhaustive Concordance in the use of the Hebrew
word "paam"” which he describes in his number 6471 as meaning "stroke" or "begt." While this word
does gpply in other ingtances, it does not agpply here at dl. It would be

destructive to the sense in which God intended to show the extension of this period of the judgment
upon natural Israd -- the 2520 years.

Further, while we cannot go into the intricacies of Danidl 4 as to the explanation (some of which
was covered in this "Smiting of the Image’ book), yet it is important to show briefly that primary and
only application of those "seven times" therein described, isto the third postulation of the Pastor C.
T. Russl in Volume 3. That application was to the creative week from the time of the fal of Adam.
We believe that to be the only gpplication of that "seven times" but additiondly, they did not find
fulfillment in the beginning of restoration which was thought to begin at the close of 2520 years but
rather a its exact end, viz., mankind having finished his trial and God having received them to
sonship as "his people.” In other words, each " time" of the Daniel 4 "seven times’ is 1000 yearsin
length. This makes agrand tota of 7000 years or "saventimes' -- the full creative day from thefal into
sn to complete restoration to righteousness with al the "wicked" having been destroyed in "second
death." We would here remark, that there is no justification whatsoever to connect the "tree" and
the "seven times" of Daniel 4 with the " Image dream” of Nebuchadnezzar in Danid 2. They are
two separate visons speaking of two separate things, i.e,, Gentile "powers’ and "the fal and complete
restoration of man.

Taking this mistaken gpplication, of combining Dan. 2 with Dan. 4, has led to wrong conclusons in
"the winding up of the system of things." In other words, while the image had a marked beginning with
Nebuchadnezzar in the kingdom of Babylon a 606 B.C. (not B.C.E.), the ending of the Roman
kingdom rule (or commonly referred to as "Gentile powers' or the kingdoms of this world) isnot at all
clearly defined with an explicit date as generdly bedieved to be 1914 A.D. But, that final end or
Image's full extremity, is marked by being relegated to the time of the "combined" church with state or
the bodily extremity of "tentoes" whenin " union” -- yet future (Rev. 17:11,12). At that time, as the
Pastor correctly put it, the atomic-like impact or " crash” of the "sone" causng Armageddon was to
fdl, completdy obliterating, together the entire composite (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome)
Image of Gentile Kingdom " power™ or rule -- "the kingdom™ of this world (Satan's kingdom -- with
the Pgpd "Chrig," as head, having willingly received from him "dl these kingdoms") of this world which
will then become "the Kingdom" of Jehovah God and of His "the Chrig” (Gk. 'ho Christos"’). See
Revelation 11:15 (Diaglott)

Divine Right Only A Theory
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"Divineright" is only a theory and is not a government. We mention this because this teaching of
obligatory Bible student "traditions’ is fastened upon those "seven times' of Daniel 4 and the way they
relae them to a amitten Image of Danid 2. There is no basis or rdevance for such conclusons and it
beclouds the existence of both the governments and the rdigions (which some say no longer exist)
which are as powerful as they ever were and will soon exact greater rigors upon humanity --- -
especidly the remnant true church. Properly understanding this subject gives greater clarity and meaning
to our true pogtion in the scheme of things.

Having said that, we now respond to the comment in regard to the "continuation” of the "times of the
gentiles” It is not our view that " the times of the gentiles' are any longer continuing on toward
the destruction of the "system of things." But, rather, we fully believe that "the times of the gentiles'
had ceased in the year 1914 A.D. for the following reasons.
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We bdieve the Bible "chronology" as shown in Volumes 2, 3 and 6 of "Sudies in he
Scriptures” isindeed correct. The exception is with the viewing of the date 1914 A.D. itsdf as being
the final end -- this view was corrected in the Forewords. Unfortunately, the tie-in with the"Image"
and "seven times" of the "Great Tree" was not. Charles F. Redeker's and Frank Shalieu's writings
on the matter of chronology, are convictions of its accuracy. Br. Shdlieu's "Bible Chronology" written
in year by year detal (Smilar to, but more accurate than, Joseph Bullinger's chronology as listed in the
Companion Bible as there are wide differences with his computations) adequately compares the,,dates.
Br. Redeker's writings on "True Bible Chronology, -- A confirmation of Pastor Russell's
Chronology", "The Biblical Prophetic Year and "The Seventy years Desolation" with regard to
1914 and the beginning and ending of the 7 times or 2520 years, likewise confirms the dates. These
writings answer attacks by brethren, Jehovah's Witnesses and outsiders, againgt chronology in generd
and emphatically support Pastor Russdll's and Bowen's chronology. We believe that those writings are
undeniably correct!

The Times of the GentilesVs. TheGreat Tree

We do, however, take exception to the interpretation of "the greet tree’ with regard to the "seven
times' as found in Danid 4:13,20,22,29. This, as explained, in no way connects to the "image" scene
in Danid 2. This, we bdieve, is a mistake the Pastor made in making Danid 2 and Danidl 4 connected
together because of the expresson "seven times' found in Danid 4. This would dradtically change the
ending dates for both Danid 2 and 4. As explained in this booklet, "The Smiting of the Image" The
Pastor's third explandtion that the " tree vision" represented the time from the fal of Adam to the
“times of redtitution 7,000 years of the seventh creative day (as given in Volume 2, Study 1V, pps.
93-102) isthe only correct view of that chapter. Those "seven times' or years (360 days each) are
not to be looked at as 360 years each but rather each year would be viewed as seven multiples of
one thousand or 7,000 years. This is clearly defined by the context. This is the broader scae of
cdculation. The context from which it is taken is amply this 1). The Adamic tree was cut down in
Eden because of willful transgresson. Rom. 5:12-14. 2) . Thefindity of the scenario is that Adam and
mankind under the "second Adam” (I Cor. 15) were fully tried, tested, and with arestored dominion,
found "praisng the God of heaven." "Let the people praise thee, O God, let All the people praise thee."
Psa 67:5,7

We now come to the point, why it is that we do bdieve "the times of the gentiles’ (Luke 26:18)
have ended inthe marked time (“chronos’ -- Gk., exact appointed time) of 1914 A.D. We do not, by
this, have any reference to Danidl, chapter 4. We have reference to:

L eviticus Chapter 26
And the Times of the Gentiles OVER | s a€l

Jehovah God sad to Israd, a the giving of His righteous "Law" Covenant, "If you will not lisen to
me and keep Al of my commands ...I will punish you seven times more (James Strong wrongfully
inserts the word, Hebrew "paam” -- stroke, beat -- in his #6471. We will present the more correct
view later) for your sins" God repeatsthis four times indlin verses 18, 21, 24,
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28. The "saven times' period began in 606 B.C. We, like as unto the Pastor, relate the "seven times'
in Leviticus 26 to the period of 1sradl’s punishment beginning from that date. We would thus conclude
(see his "Extended Bible Comments'), as there were "saven” literal years given in Danid 4 to
Nebuchadnezzar AND as it was in Daniel 4 and Leviticus 26 cases repeated four times, thereisa
gmilaity and yet a didinction. The amilarity is in four times repeated and in the use of seven
"times." We may thus see the correct definition of the Leviticus period to be " seven years" of 360
days each and therefore prophetic of 2520 years (7 x 360) .

There is a corrddion between Danid 4:25 as to Nebuchadnezzar's "seven literd years' in
expungement of sin (a picture of mankind in seven thousand years) and the seven timesto Isad inits
expungement of Sn and restoration to a NATIONal polity beginning in the year 1914. This
restoration we have pointed out in the Foreword to C.T. Russdl's, "God's Chosen People and the
Divine Purpose.” Note Jesus reference to and use of the term " the times of the Gentiles." Luke
26:18.

The " double," (another subject) was fulfilled in 1878 A.D. rlativeto 1). the 1845 Jacob favor
period, 2). the rgection by Christ, midpoint 33 A.D. and, 3). the conclusion of the corresponding
1845 period of disfavor (3690 years totd) at the "Berlin Congress of Nations." At thet time, the only
Jewish Prime Miniger, Lord Besconsfidd (Disradi) of Great Britain was ruling, who, by the
agreement, dlowed for land ownership in "Pdedine” That land was then ruled by the non-Arab
Turks. Yet this 1845 year period is entirely different from the " times of the gentiles' period. The
former began 1206 years earlier from the favor standpoint and from the disfavor, 639 years later, from
the Nebuchadnezzar captivity beginning the "times of the gentiles.” The later ended 36 years after the
former's end of 1878 A.D. The emphasis on the "double’ ("for dl Israd's Sns’) of disfavor was cdled
a"warfare' and wasrelated to thergection of Christ.

It was there, in 1878 A.D., that "seasons of refreshing from the face of Jehovah" when Chrigt
was sent and present ("Thetime to favor Zion iscome.” Psa. 102) had early beginnings of return as
well as was rdated to the "times of reditution” -- "return every man unto his possesson.” We have
even seen thisliberty agpect aswell in the early stages from Black davery emancipation or liberation on
to both that of great and smal nations -"dl the trees'-- particularly from Israd's birth, 1948 A.D. The
period of "the double of disfavor" serves concur rently within the larger 2520 year period of the "seven
times" Phase | of the punishment was that of "nationad subservience." Phase Il had to do with the
rgjection of Jesus and marked their national decline, 70 A.D. to the total NATIONAL removal
135 A.D. and scattering as a "peopl€"’ to gentile lands. They were "without prophet, without priest and
without a temple." All three of these will be restored from the Ancientsto the Zadoc priesthood to
the "Third Temple" a the timewhen the promised kingdom reign, shdl have begun on earth.
Redtoration is a gradua thing. The Scriptures are undeniably clear!

Leading to the concluson of part one, we would say the "times of the gentiles' (Jesus term) are
times over the Jewish peoples or Isad. Jesus correctly dated tha "Jerusdem (Israd's
nationa/palitica or polity) shdl be trampled upon by the gentiles UNTIL the times of the gentiles
[OVER ISRAEL] befulfilled." Luke 26:18 At no other timewasthat NATION ruled OVER than
from 606 B.C. to 1914 A.D.! There, the British government, on the bads of previous request of
1914/1915 and directly to him, Prime Miniser Lloyd George guaranteed
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the right of the Jewish people to have an independent NATION -- "a Jewish NATIONAL
homdand" -- among the nations of this modern world. This was fully redized on May 14, 1948,
after the 30 years mandate or transfer period had expired. We make this point very strongly! IT ISA
GREAT MISTAKE to say that "the times of the gentiles’ (especidly from the "smitten image' wrongful
standpoint) refersto the nations themselves GIVING WAY to God's kingdom.
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ThePhrase" Times of the Gentiles' RefersTo
The Dominion OVER Israel ALONE!

Once we see this, as Jesus had explained, "Jerusalem (the nation -- "Extended Bible
Comments') shdl be trampled upon (C.T.R.s trandation) by the gentiles, until the times of the gentiles
BE FULFILLED." Luke 26:18, then the matter becomes very clear. This, of course, is not to be
confused with the "fullness of the gentiles” mentioned by the Apostle Paul in Rom. 11:25 The "fullness of
the gentiles® isthe full number taken out from the gentiles and is speaking of the completed church.

Further, we fed that the expresson that "the times of the Gentiles have ended and their eviction
proceedings have begun" isan accommodating term and is used to buttress the thought of a
gradual bombardment of the "Image’ by the "stone’ of Danid 2. The better expresson would be that
the " fixed times" of the Gentiles over Israd have ended and the preparation (weskening -- cracksin
the rocks -- mountains, kingdoms) for their overthrow is now in progress. Firdly, smiting the Imege is
not a bombarding action. Secondly, "eviction proceedings’ is inadequate terminology and should be
discarded in that it links Danid 2 and 4 as teaching the same time period. Their eviction time will bein
the time of Armageddon. Daniel 2 hasno defined time limit. Daniel 4 does, viz. 7000 years.

The "seven times' are correlated with those seven years or "times' of 360 days each asis mentioned
in Leviticus 26 only. Thisisthe only application of the 2520 years. This time period was set aside
specificaly for their punishment for disobedience. It is referred there as "seven times mor e from the
gtandpoint that from the time that the Law of God which was indtituted with "typicad" Isradl. In ther
continuation of, and during their approximate 1000 year kingdom rule (1575 BC to 606 BC) certan
afflictions or punishments came upon them for failure to keep that covenant of contracture. The " more”
times started promptly a 606 or 607 BC. Isragl from that date forward suffered the affliction or chas-
tening by Jehovah God's dlowance for the " fixed times" (GKk. kairos -- Jesus term) of 2520 years.

Now, from another standpoint, we know the beginning time. That is an established fact even if we
had no other information. The beginning time of the "times of the Gentiles' was from 606 BC. From that
time forward, Israel was ruled over. Isradl then and there became a " subject nation.” "Thetimes of
the Gentiles' came into progression. The times of the Gentiles did not, as some teach begin at the cagting
off by Jesus and the scattering. Why? Because they are fixed times -- of 2520 years -- "the (fixed)
times of the Gentiles"" However, Jerusalem (the nation) was not yet "trampled upon.” This did not occur
until after Jesus pronouncement. From that time forward, Israel then ceased to have " self-rule’ and
phase |1 of being without a nation was about to begin and continue until 1914 AD. There and
there done those 7 x 360 years or 2520 years of Leviticus 26 ended giving us the naturaly defined
ending of those "seven times more."

Therefore, higtorically we have both the beginning and ending times even if we had not the time stated!
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The NATION of Israel shdl never again "be pulled up" or ruled over. (Amos 9:15) Yes, there
surely will be an atempt by those "hateful” and " Satan inspired” Gertiles. But, that "holy™ "remnant” shdl
be brought through Jacob's trouble unscathed by reason of ddiverance by God's miraculous
dedtructive power to "Haman the hangman" -- those opposing "hate filled" Gentile nations-- dearing
the date of "crimes againgt humanity" againgt the Jew (future judgment to be on an individud bass), not
settled at Nurenburg or WWII, of whom God said "1 will curse them that curse thee!" (Ezek. 39:11)
That "Holy Remnant" with the "Ancients’ in the ascendancy, shdl go forth AND BEGIN God's
Kingdom on earth.

When complete, the Saints rule with Christ when "the (Satan's) Kingdom of this world having been
fully subdued and thus is become the Kingdom of Jehovah and of his "the Christ!" Satan's
rulership being at an end, Chrigt's rule then begins with the rulership of earth for they are the ones over
whom he rules. This thought is explicit in the Scripture that the kingdom is set up complete, the
oppostion diminated and then the rulership begins in earth. Chrigt's kingdom begins with the
"newborn nation of Isradl.” (Isaiah 4:3-6) The prophet Isaiah says, "They shdl take them captives,
WHOSE CAPTIVES THEY WERE." (Isa. 14:2) And, those Gentiles "shdl bow themselves down to
the soles of your feet." (Isa. 60:14) But, both Gentiles (outsiders of the Law) and Jews "shdl be
willing in the day of thy power." (Psa. 110:3)

We have no doubt as to the "saven times.” It is marked off in the Word of Jehovah God -- "afixed
time" As to whom it is gpplied is quite a different matter. We are convinced that Pastor Russl's
chronology is Hill correct despite assailing from many quarters. 1914 A.D. is still avery good date and
one 0 remarkable that it is chisded in stone higoricdly! It is a proven date -- one, whose accuracy
amazed dumbfounded Christendom -- so much so, that the Magazine section of the "New Y ork World
Teegram and Sun's (1914) Headline declared, "25 Year Prophecy of Pastor Russdll Fulfilled!" World
War | marked the first of three "winds of War, weskening the nations in the preparation for
Armageddon. (1Kings 19:11,12) The find conflict will be lapped upon by the "great earthquake"
revolution, or "socia exploson” (Vol4, p. xiii, par. |; Rev.16:18,19) and findly "the fire" -- these last
two portions of which are "Armageddon;” in the which the Image is then hit by the stone in one giant
impact --thereby dissolving "the system of things." (2Pet. 3:10,13) The World War | of 1914 set Isradl,
(Jerusaem) the nation, free from be "trampled upon” any longer by the Gentile nations.

The 2520 years, the "seven times more’ or "marked time" of Leviticus 26 was fulfilled. The
"hedling of the gstroke of their wound" in a limited way was to some extent and in a very "secondary
way," fulfilled as indicated by the "establishment process’ resulting in the nation of Isradl. (Isa 30:26)
Isradl had received, at the Lord's hand, the allotted time of punishment for "dl your Sns' -- sins
against the Law Covenant -- "seven times fulfilled.” 1t was required of God to have this very large
period of time to square the account in judgment againgt them. However, in the primary gpplication
concerning Israd, "the heding of the stroke of their wound” will be accomplished when the "Ancients’
and the Holy Remnant are in place after Jacob's trouble. (Jer. 30:7)

Beshazzar's feast and the judgment written. It was Danid who was caled in by the king to explain
the meaning of Mene, Mene, Tekd, Uphadn. Danid's explanation was, "You are
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weighed in the balances and found wanting." "The God of heaven has numbered your kingdom."

(Danid 5:25-28) Some have interpreted the value of Mene, Mene, Tekd, Upharsin to be 2520ears.
But, because the numbered items do represent that year which would end in 1914 AD, it did not
mean that antitypica Babylon would be immediately, in 1914 AD, removed as shown by this scene.
The centrd pertinence to the ending of Babylon meant the liberation of Daniel's people from ther
captivity. They were free to return to their land to rebuild the temple and the city of Jerusdlem. The
prioritized subject, once again in this casg, is |sradl, that Daniel had before inquired about.

Therefore, in the end-time, this "gentile power” and ruler over Israel wasforetold to have an end of
oppression over the nation. It would further indicate that the very end of this"sysem of things' could
not come about until the end of 2520 years which were the years of obligatory punishment upon
Isradl for her ans againgt God's covenant. They were fixed times. We find that exactly on time, from
that time, 1914 A.D., forward, the preparatory groundwork for the demise of the kingdoms of this
world began to take place. That was, as before mentioned, "the wind" of World War | and War I1, that
put cracks in the rock foundations of the kingdoms of this world. They were preparatory steps (and
not the result of areign) to thefind overthrow in "Armageddon” when theimage is smitten.

Temple Vessels and 1600 Furlongs of Blood

There is another responghility asto the vessdls taken and defiling of the truth of God's Word. This
isshown in two different ways  1). In the numbering of thevesslsEzral. 2). In Reveation 14 asthe
"blood" coming up "to the horse bridies' to the extent of 1600 furlongs (1600 + 314 A.D. = 1914
A.D.). In other words, the vessels of truth were defiled by Babylon the Great, the Mother of harlot
daughters in this intoxicated festive occason. A judgment was pronounced and the writing of aman's
hand appeared on the wall bespeaking that judgment to come. The time was delineated as a
mar ked-off point when the judgment could come at any time after but not before that date. By
that time the accumulative of sins was sufficient for a judgment. Babylon has still not been
judged for her sins. Babylon was not judged in 1914. The "Divine Right" question has lead to many
wrong conclusions -- such as: Babylon no longer exists Quite clearly, Babylon is to be judged in
Armeageddon after the entire church hasgone! (Rev. 14, 16, 17, 18)

Let us now take up the case of Revelation, Chapter 14, verse 20. Here we ae told that the
winepress was trodden without the city, and that "the blood came out of the winepress, even unto
the horses bridles, by the space of a thousand six hundred furlongs.” Our underdanding isthat, in
the scenes of Revedation that have to do with the "dragon” (civil powers) and the "beast”" (Papacy), the
beginning time period, from the "manchild” through the "Man of Sin," for this 1600 furlongs or yearsis
314 A.D. which began with Emperor Congtantine. Taking the same
extension from that date to its concluson was the year 1914 A.D. Thistext in Reveation thustdlsus
that by that date that there was more than enough of sin's practicing by thet evil system to warrant a
judgment from God at any time from that date forward. As with Belshazzar's feast, that
judgment has not yet come! Armageddon, not yet but soon!

Indl this, then, isthe pertinence of the 2520 yearsto Isradl rddive to its judgment timefor al
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its 9ns againg the Law Covenant of Jehovah God to which they were committed. We have seenthat in
each and every one of time periods in all of the Scriptures considered, there is no question that the
2520 years or "times of the Gentiles" have indeed ended. Theterm, "the eviction proceedings
have begun,” does not apply. Rather, it should be considered, that from 1914 a " weakening" of the
rocks or kingdoms has continued. It is clearly a part of the "day of Jehovah's preparation” for the
overthrow of the system of things in the "bettle of Armageddon” or "Day of Vengeance" to come. That
isthe part that is future -- not the ending of the times of the Gentiles as some might conclude.

We would not like to take some "hymnbook theology.” In the origind Hymns of Millennial Dawn,
Hymn 171, the phrase in the beginning read, "The Gentile times are ending, for thar kings have had
their day. And with them sin and sorrow will forever pass away.” In later publication of Hymns of
Dawn, the phrase was changed to conform to an existing viewpoint. "The Gentile times have ended,”
for the kings have had their day, etc. Thisreflects an incorrect thought. THE KING'S HAVE NOT
YET HAD THEIR DAY! And WITH THEM, THEORETICALLY, SIN AND SORROW HAS
NOT YET PASSED! It is not a truism. For if it were, the kingdom would have been established in
1914 -- which was the expectation of that hymn. Let us not decelve oursdves. Satan's Kings,
Presidents and Dictators still rule! Thisisgill Satan's kingdom and will be so until 1sradl’s enemies will
be put down and Christ's reign on earth begun! We long for that time and the full deliverance of
God's chosen people when "sin and sorrow will forever passaway.” ]
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Gentile Times

The Times of the Gentiles have now ended,
Seven chas' nings of Israel are complete;
Jerusalem (the nation) no longer istrampled
And submitting Gentile nations must greet.

No, for now she’sa "new born" nation,
Under care of God's directing hand.
Having thus returned to her own station
In that blessed promised land!

Yes, praise God, she has His blessing
And thus we see her fruitage grow,
Nineteen forty-eight her new birthing;
Nineteen fourteen, God's new beginnings show.

This, now, day of Jehovah's preparation
Soon brings awaited end of all earth's woe
No longer nationswill in derogation
Cast out God; His Son will come to know.

Rulers and kings of earth have had their day
When the Armageddon stone doth smite,
Crashing judgment on the nations, and they
See God's kingdom end earth’'s weary night!

--C. L. Thornton

| dentification Statement
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Zion's Tower of the Morning. Issue No.69, April, 1998. Quarterly. P.O. Box 3261, Southfield,
M1 48037-3261.

REVELATION'SCORROBORATION, THE GREAT TREE
OF DANIEL 4 AND
CONCLUDING THOUGHTSON THE SMITING OF THE
IMAGE

-- by Charles L. Thornton

The view on the smiting of the Image currently held by many Bible Students associated with The
Dawn, Divine Plan, Layman Home Missionary Movement (Johnson), as wel as Jehovah's
Witnesses and even others (though they may not know it), is based upon the erroneous teachings of
Joseph F. Rutherford. And so are severa other teachings. We refer to his book, Deliverance
(1926-29) pps. 242-253, where he clearly shows that the kingdoms of this world were, in 1914,
smitten by that stone. This corresponds exactly with the view currently held: that 1914 AD was
the time when the Image was smitten, and the date is so entrenched in their minds that under no
circumstances would they ever give it up. Rutherford states from that time forward the Kingdom
was born as Zion. We submit copies of pages from that book as evidence of the fact -- see
Appendix at the end of these studies.

In one of the most current publications by Jehovah's Witnesses titled, "How God's Kingdom
Becomes a World Government” (Watchtower Bible & Tract Society, 1977, pps. 65-68) amodified
line of reasoning is continued ontbe smiting subject. Ingdead of preserving the thought of J.F.
Rutherford that the Image was smitten (see Deliverance), and insteed of the stone being cut out in
1881 AD, as others say, the modern-day Watchtower say! (confirming the Rutherford, Reveaion 12
picture), "---in 1914 Jehovah God brought to birth in the heavens his promised Messianic
Kingdom. ...This is ltow the stone ... was cut out of the mountain without the aid of human hands.
While they now discern the smiting as future, in no way, by our understanding, was the stone cut out
in 1881, or as the Witnesses believe, in 1914.

The stone (as they now teach) is the Messianic Kingdom cut out by God's universal Soverignty!
(We might ask, would not that be more of a"cut by" than "cut out" of His sovereignty?) In other words,
the stone is NOT the kingdom, under the Church, head and body, and its exated-to-power influence
(yet future). (Christ alone, exdted, is gpparently the only one in this work according to the
Witnesses, in ther forgetting how Christ felt about His Bride!) To them, the Church seems to have a
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part only in the blessings -- later! (The preaching, which is not the smiting of the stone, perhaps, has
been confused by them for the Smiting of Jordan work donethis Sdetheveil, and dso isfuture!)

FEET SHOW “FALSE AUTHORITY” ASGOD'SKINGDOM IN EARTH

One great evidence that the amiting of the image is yet future, is that the picture of the stone is
smeared or mixed with clay. It therefore presents a picture of a counterfeit or exact IMITATION
of the true ruling stone or kingdom dlass, i.e, Chrig and His Church, exdted to kingdom powr.
The clay-covered feet looked as real asthetrue soneitsdf. It wasjust like stone. The feet and toes,
gtanding as the base of the image would, therefore, depict that this clay-counterfeit of the true stone, has
its authority implanted in the earth. The fact thet it is Sanding representsits claim to have its authority of
the Kingdom of God and His Chrigt in al the earth. The Society refuses to accept a church-state
admixture. The iron, continuing through the feet and toes, indicate thet it is ill the fourth univeral
empire, and not a fifth, sixth or seventh, that the Lord is concerned with (from the smiting point). It
is the Roman. The principd in the maiter, the Roman Catholic Church (elsewhere styled, Babylon and
also caled Papacy), rules from Rome to this day and even America hasiits relationship with Europe
and Mother and Protestant daughters. Rev. 17:5.

WAR OF REVEIATION 17 -- A FUTURE EVENT

It was only when the church was completed and glorified, that it becomes the stone, and is
exdted to heaven. This would, therefore, show that this condition would not obtain while here in the
flesh, even though " sealed” in the forehead (Rev. 7:3), but that the church must be ENTIRELY cut
out in death - not to a NUMBER completed in 1881 A.D. - but in DEATH. Only thus would both
stone and church (or the church as the stone) be ENTIRELY cut out, completed, - "called, chosen and
fathful" unto death. Rev. 17:14 Sudies in the Scriptures, Volume 3, Thy Kingdom Come, p. 210.
What does this gatement mean in Vol. 3? It would mean that the very basis for this war with the lamb
(and even the uniting of the 10 kingdoms) are relevant to the completion of the true church in degth -
a the war with the Lamb before THEY (the church then exalted) could overcome them in the battle
of the great day. It would further mean that the subsequent defeat described there, isthe result of
the battle of the called, chosen and faithful with the Lamb. The result is victorious for the Christ. This
action, however, is contingent upon the deeth of ALL of the remaining members of the Church Class. It
is therefore only when the stone is completely cut out, that it would have the ability to come crashing
down in the destruction of the counterfeit "kingdom of God!"

SMEARED WITH CLAY - COUNTERFEIT STONE

We bdlieve the true stone is the solid or redl stone, wheress, the false or stone-appearing imitation
was " smeared with clay" (See Harvest Gleanings I, 1978-Chicago Bible Students Book Repub.
Comm., pp 675,676, as well as other Reprint ZWT articles) or mixed with clay so that the surface of it
looked JUST LIKE REAL STONE - God's true kingdom. But it was not. It was an imitation,
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and underneath was the same iron as wer e the legs - the Roman Empire, only with anew face-lift of
the false church. Brethren, we see today thet the imitation is il very redl

and with us everywhere. Thusthetrue church is still cast down. It isthe bresking or destroying of the
fdse sysem (of human manufacture) to any professon or clam which shdl bring to a complete end
thissham -- i.e ther professon of being "human" shdl be exposed and destroyed. It will bein “ the
day of revealing in flaming fire” when those false rdigious systems shal be judged in Armageddon. It
will not be a judgment of the people of the nations, as some would have us bdlieve. And, this is
made very clear to us in the foreword to Studies in the Scriptures, Volume 4, "The Battle of
Armageddon. No, they will be judged when the Kingdom, which will then have come to earth,
begins to grow and fills the whole earth. All human or man-made or ganizations will be removed in
Armageddon. Let us make no mistake about the matter. The overthrow of the religious and socid order
elsawhere styled the “ heavens and the earth which now are” (2 Pet. 3:7) isshown in Rev. 11: 16-19.

REVELATION 16-19 CORROBORATE ARMAGEDDON SMITING OF THE IMAGE

The true church would have the ability to execute " the judgments written" (Psa. 149), as that
completed class, in the destruction of Babylon where the city is pictured as being divided in three parts
at the time of the wreck of Armageddon. (Rev. 16:18,19) It is only after being cut out or off in
death, at the time when Babylon has fully ascended out of the bottomless pit to the fullness of
her strength with the 10 kings (which have power one hour with the beast and who make war
againg the Lamb -- and the Lamb's associates or joint heirs or anointed Psa. 2:2), that the smiting or
utter destruction of the counterfeit would follow. (Rev. 17:14) But at that war, they are not put to
death in the flesh, for they are now glorified and empowered or invested with the Divine Nature
and power.

Those who will share with the Lord the coming glory must be not only called and accepted, but
a0 FAITHFUL, even unto death. (Rev. 17:14; Val. 3, p.210) This same class, raised &fter fiery orded
as a completed class to glory, will then join with their Lord, and as one and dl shdl " overcome” this
wicked ruler to bring about its destruction -- the judgment of "the great whore that sitteth upon
many waters." Her rule over the multitude of people (many waters) came to an end asthey destroyed
her in Anarchy. (Rev. 17:1). Not only is her flesh or organizational appearance destroyed, but
sheis COMPLETELY DESTROYED BY FIRE - utter destruction, not in part - but complete.
(Rev. 17:15,16)

TEN KINGSARE THE TEN TOESOF THE IMAGE

In Rev. 17, verse 12, reference is made to the “ten horns’ (or ten powers of Christendom). It says
that these are "ten kings' which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour
with the beast." These kingdoms will be similar to the fifth or papal stage when she had the backing
of military might of the kings of the earth just prior to the sixth or Napoleanic head or government. The
ten toes have reference to the ten divisons of the iron Roman empire. This was smeared with the clay
gppearance, even though the viciousness of the iron that shown through it was controlled by the
mother system, Papacy. The ten toes, therefore, represent the same ten kings who are the affiliates
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or paramours of the Papacy. They have a short-lived hour of power with the beast (Rev. 13:15-17)
for she directs the ten powers (which represent the

rulers of earth in her domain) to regain her high-handed activities, to do her will and to bring to an end
by death thefeet members or remnant church - the anointed. (Psa 2:2) Thus will her
destruction come when the Lamb and the compl eted church with him overcome them. Thisis the
smiting by the true stone and the utter destruction of the counterfeit as it is shown in Rev. 17. The
people, which support her, will a thet time, burn her with fire (complete destruction) in

Anarchy.

SMITING PICTURED IN BABYLON ASA GREAT MILLSTONE

Chapters 18 and 19 agree with the Pastor's thought of the Armageddon smiting of the Image.
Rev. 18:21 spesks of Babylon as a great millstone that is raised up to great height. The stone which
gmote the image was dso raised up to great height. The difference is that of being fully empowered to
do the work at hand. In the case of Babylon, it is her hour of power as shown in Rev. 13:15-17 and
17:8-14. It is comparable with the time of revelry of ancient Babylon which was shortly theresfter
destroyed. There, too, the vessels or church were defiled at the time of that so-called joyous occasion
(as the church was taken out of the way. In this picture of Reveation, the Great Mill stone which
ground out poor spiritual food was afterward cast into the sea - the ANARCHISTIC MASSES --
the people upon which Babylon sat. (Compare Psa. 46:2-6) Verse 21 continues, "Thus with violence
shall that Great Babylon be thrown down, and shdl be found no more at all.” Thisisthe Armageddon
amiting of the image as found in Rev. 18. The violence is comparable with Jezabel who was adso
thrown down and who was a type of the Papacy. (Rev. 2:20) By her own weight did she sink - that
organization - in the wickedness of her teachings, ad shdl be found no more at al. (Compare Rev.
20:10) There were no more musicians, the great choruses and classica works, the world's finest; or
the great organists or the craftsmen who built the beautiful temple churches and who painted such
beautiful frescos and muras, such as Michadlangelo. Not even the voice of the bride and of the
bridegroom - for she had been smitten by utter destruction. She was completely destroyed in
the Armageddon crash of theimage.

BEAST AND KINGSOF THE EARTH SLAIN IN SMITING

The 19th chapter of Revelaion carries out the same picture of final destruction. In verse 11 it
says, "And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called faithful
and true, and in righteousness doth he judge and make war." Here we are told that the Christ,
whose basic responghility the judgment was, makes war. Rev. 17:13,14 says, "These have one mind
(are in agreement on the matter) and give their strength and power unto the beast. These kings, by
their military strength, support the beast (Papacy) -- who is the real culprit -- by carrying out and
doing the beast's will. (Rev. 17:17) “These shadl make war with the lamb.” How can we reconcile
the two? The answer is Smple. The beast and the kings of the earth make war with the lamb in the
sense of Psa. 2:2, and dso is described as such in Rev. 12:17 as " making war with the remnant of
her seed..." (the remnant of the Church: by the killing of the seed even as the seed of the woman
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was bruised at the hed to death -- s0 dso with the feet members. In turn of consequence comes the
smiting of the Armageddon Crash as he would here tread " the winepress of the fier ceness and
wrath of Almighty God." (vs. 15). Christ and

the victorious overcomers (faithful unto death) are again described as “ Him that sat on the
horse" and " Hisarmy" asthat Great Stone. (vs. 19 & 14). These have the power to " dash the

nations to pieces' (Rev. 2:26,27) in the smiting of the Image, for he is "King of Kings and Lord of
lords’ (vs.16) Compare with Rev. 11:15,17 where it says in fact that as to the find dage of
inauguration of the kingdom, the kingdoms of this world (styled Christendom) come to a complete
and abrupt end and from that time forward Christ becomes " King of the World." Vol. 3
Foreword iii. Even though the beast and the kings of the earth gather to make war againgt him who sat
upon the horse (vs. 19) asis dso pictured in Rev. 16:13,14, yet " the beast was taken and with him
the false prophet (Protestantism) that wrought miracles before him, and deceived them that had
received the mark of the beast -- al the nations of Christendom by enforced cooperation) Rev. 13:
12-17 These were cagt dive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone (utter destruction) and the
Armageddon smiting of the I mage which would incdlude the remnant that were slain (vs. 21, 18).
All the fowls were filled with their flesh. The outward governmental identities were completely
and forever destroyed asis pictured in 2 Peter 3:7 “But the heavens that now are, and the earth, by
the same word have been stored up for fire, being reserved againg the day of judgment and destruction
of ungodly men." -- are destroyed in that fire of anarchy.

When Chrigt wields the two-edged sword, that with it he should smite the nations, the work of
judgment — of smiting -- begins, for it is part and parcd of the "treading of the winepress of the
fierceness of the wrath of the Almighty God". (Vs. 15) (See aso, comparison with the enemies of
|sradl restored, Ezek. 38:18, where it issaid, "MY FURY SHALL COME UP IN MY FACE") It
Spesks of the anger of God which they have brought upon themselves for ther action against the
ANNOINTED (Psa. 2:2) aswell asthe blood of the saints of the past. “ How long, O Lord, holy
and true, doest thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” (Rev.
6:10) The Armageddon blood-bath begind But, only with the completed church GLORIFIED asis
represented in "His army" "which followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean,
vs. 19,14. Verse 8 tdls us what this fine linen is, beginning with verse 7, "the marriage of the Lamb has
come and his wife hath made herself ready" (the stone, or Christ and his Church is completed and
cut out in death and brought unto the marriage). And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in
fine linen, dean and white: for white linen IS THE righteousness of the Saints Yes, they will ALL be
there, every one. Not one lacking.

The 19th verse clearly ddineates the two opposing Sdes. The making of war here isthe same as that
of Rev. 17:14 where it reads, "these shall makewar with the lamb." Weread, "and | saw the beas,
and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war againgt him that sat upon
the horse and his ARMY (singular) which followed him upon white horses'.(Compare Rev. 16:13-16
which says the undean spirits (doctrines) of the Dragon, the beast and fase prophet are gathered to
the battle of the great day of God Almighty) Verse 20 tells us that "the beast was taken and with
him the false prophet which wrought miracles before him, "which deceived them that had received
the mark of the beast, and them that wor shipped his image". They were not slain with the sharp
sword thet proceeded "out of his mouth” that with it he should smite the nations, and "rule them with the
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rod of iron",Vs. 15, No! They (beast and fase prophet) were NOT slain. Vs. 20 continues, "They
were both cast ALIVE (not dead and beleagered but STRONG TO THE END) into a lake of
firethat burneth with brimstong'. Not

only would they be destroyed in thefire of anarchy but their destruction would be pictured asforever,
as second death and with added brimstoneto intensify the everlastingness of it Thus

When the marriage supper _is cdled for the entire church (primary little flock and secondary
greatcompany), it will be a joyous occason. Such will not be the case for dl opposers in the battle.
That is cdled the " supper of the great God.” (Vs. 17, 18) The "sharp sword" used to " smitethe
nations' (and then rule them with arod of iron) is not, as mentioned, used againg the beest or fase
prophet; but would be used to day the remnant (kings, mighty men, captains, horses and them
that sat on them and all men both free and bond, small and great). THEY ALONE "were dain
with the sword of Him that sat upon the horse (@nd His army) which sword proceeded out of his
mouth” — the judgment was executed. vs. 21. "And dl the fowls were filled with ther flesh." And
semblance of governmental organization was completely (devoured) done away with -- thus
fulfilling the call to gather to the supper of the great God. The fowls are cdled, and, as vulturesrise
up and destroy the final remains or remnants of the Great Babylon with the crushing blow of the greeat
gtone of Daniel 2.

THE BATTLE OF THE GREAT DAY OF GOD ALMIGHTY

In the 14th Chapter of Revelation, the destruction is pictured as the partaking of " the wine of the
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation™. (vs.
7-10). Thisisfollowed by the treading of the winepress mentioned in vs. 18-20. When the earth was
regped of its harvest of the true church (gathered into the barn or glorified state, and asbeing cut off in
deeth in fathfulness unto God) then the clusters ot " the vine of the earth" are gathered, and this
vine of the earth (the imitation vine) was 'tast into the winepress of the wrath of God, and the
winepress was trodden without the city.” This, again, isanother picture of the same Armageddon
smiting.

JEHOVAH’SSLAUGHTER IN BOZRAH

In the find andyss of these chapters of Revelaion, we will here give brief consderation as to the
destruction of these systems of Babylon pictured by the COUNTERFEIT STONE or IMITATION
FEET fdsdy representing legitimized authority of the kingdoms of this world in the earth. For this, we
turn to Rev. 16:14 where it is cdled the battle of the great day of God Almighty. It is Jehovah's
battle. It is dso the battle againg the Lamb and him who sat upon the white horse.

“Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye peoples. let the earth hear, and the fulness
thereof; the world, and dl things that come forth from it. For Jehovah hath indignation against all
the nations, and wrath against all their host: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered
them to the slaughter. Their dain dso shdl be cast out, and the stench of their dead bodies shal come
up; and the mountains shall be melted with their blood. And dl the host of heaven shall be
dissolved, and the heavens shdl be rolled together as a scroll; and all their host shall fade away, as
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the leef fadeth from off the vine, and as a fading [leaf] from the fig-tree. For my sword hath drunk itsfill
in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Edom, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment.
The sword of Jehovah isfilled with blood, it is mede fat with

fatness, with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams; for Jehovah hath
asacrifice in Bozrah, and agreat daughter in the land of Edom. And the wild-oxen shal
come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls: and their land shall be drunken with blood,
and their dust made fa with fainess. For Jehovah hath a day of vengeance, a year of recompense
for the cause of Zion.” (Isa. 34:1-8 NEW KJV)

He was caled King of Kingsand Lord of Lords (Rev. 19:11,16) and who overcomes them.
(Rev. 17:14) The unclean spirits come together out of the two-third segment of that Great City,
Beast and False Prophet (Catholic and Protestant) -- which are doctrines of demons (see
Sudies in the Scriptures, Volume 4 Foreword), and aso from the kings of the earth -- the same 10
kings who receive power one hour with the beast. They are gathered in a place in the Hebrew
tongue called Harmageddon - the mount of Migeddo. (Rev.16) The mount of Migeddo was the
mount where the battles that were fought that were decisive on behalf of | srael under God.

Thiss smilar to the valey of Jehoshaphat. “Let the nations bestir themselves, and come up to the
vdley of Jehoshaphat; for there will | sit to judge all the nations round about.” (Jod 3:12) It is
the same as saying, " The judgment of the great whore." (Rev. 17:1) It is the same as saying that
"as a millstone, in one hour, is her judgment come." It isthe smiting of the nations, (Rev. 19:15)
and the destruction which follows

ONLY THEN ISBABYLON DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS -- SEPARATED

As concerns Rev. 16, it was GREAT Babylon that was divided into three parts as the earthquake
came when the resounding atomic force of the stone smote the image of Dan. 2 and fel upon
Chrigendom -- Church and State. (Rev. 16:18) It was completely and forever dissolved © that
"every idand fled avay and the mountains were not found.” (vs. 19,20) "The great earthquake such
as was not snce men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake and so great,” (Rev. 16:18)
which was a great social explosion (of earth or society), -- thus destroying that greet city. Thisis the
Armageddon Crash portrayed in the severa chapters of Revelation and it is incomprehensible how
that any comparison could be made to the year 1914 AD.

SAINTSNOT ON BOTH SIDESOF VAIL AT SMITING OF JORDAN

As presented in the study of the smiting of the Image, the Pastor made some generd applications
during those war years when he thought that the church would be sharing akingdom work this sde of
thevall and that things would shortly end.

“Psalm 149:7 Execute vengeance -- This would seem to imply that there would be something for
the saints on this Sde of the vell to do in connection with the execution of the judgments upon the
nations. (R5632: 1) We now see that such was not the case. It did not SHORTLY end nor was
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the church a that time COMPLETED, or the door closed to “suffer with him so as the reign with
him” in 1914 or 1918! For thereis but one call of thisage-- to heaven. The world will haveitsturn
when the kingdom of this world (Satan’s kingdom) becomes the kingdom of Jehovah and of His
The Christ after Armageddon. “ And the seventh angel sounded; and there followed great voices in
heaven, and they said, The kingdom of the world is become [the kingdom] of out LORD [Jehovah], and
of His[the] Christ: and He shdl reign for ever and ever.” (Rev. 11:15 Diaglott)

Redlizing that thisis true, we are thus able to see the strength in the origind gpplication of Studiesin
the Scriptures, Volume 1, p.252-256 (1886), of the smiting of the image picture which remained
congtant to the end (1916). We have seen much take place with regard to the churches. Yet this does
not mean that GREAT BABYLON was cast into the sea, never to be found anymore! There are
many scriptures yet to receive prophetic fulfillment: Herod, Herodious, Sdome and John the
Baptidt, Elijah and Elisha — to name a few. Before the fdl of Babylon occurs, the rise of Church
Federation or Council, (Psa. 2:2) with the Kings of the earth (Rev. 17:12-14) having power to put
restraint upon the preaching of the truth and to put to death (under the guise of treason) the
remaning members of the Church who would speak the truth concerning the judgment to come
“And it was given [unto him] to give breeth [life] to it, [even] to the image to the breadt, that the image
of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as should not worship the image of the
beast should be killed. And he causeth dl, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the
free and the bond, that there be given them a mark on their right hand, or upon their forehead; and
that no man should be able to buy or to sell, save he tha hath the mark, [even] the name of the
beast or the number of his name.” (Rev.13:15-17) The spesking of the truth at that time would be
the smiting of Jordan. (2Kings 2:8)

“And it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of gpesking dl that Jehovah had commanded
him to speak unto al the people, that the priests and the prophetsand all the people laid hold on
him, saying, Thou shalt surely die Why hast thou prophesied in the name of Jehovah, saying, This
house shdl be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without inhabitant? And al the people
were gathered unto Jeremiah in the house of Jehovah. And when the princes of Judah heard these
things, they came up from the king's house unto the house of Jehovah; and they sat in the entry of the
new gate of Jehovah's [house]. Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to
all the people, saying, This man is worthy of death; for he hath prophesied against this city,
as ye have heard with your ears. Then spake Jeremiah unto dl the princes and to dl the people,
saying, Jehovah sent me to prophesy against this house and against this city all the words that
ye have heard. Now therefore amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of Jehovah your
God; and Jehovah will repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced againgt you. But as for me,
behald, I am in your hand: do with me as is good and right in your eyes. Only know ye for certain that,
if ye put me to death, ye will bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this city, and
upon the inhabitants thereof; for of atruth Jehovah hath sent me unto you to spesk all these words
in your exs.” (Jer. 26:8-15 NEW KJV) While Priests and Prophets spared his life at this time, it
clearly indicated that they did not like his message concerning the destruction of Jerusalem at
al and would like to have done something about it — such as putting him to death. Later Jeremiah
was cast into a grotto cdled “ Jeremiah’ s grotto” which would be likened unto a prison into which John
the baptist was cast and which led to his death at the hands of Herodius.
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A similar message to this was given to the Church-Sate of corrupt Israel Nominal before the
Babylonian overthrow by three of God's prophets. The getting together of the beast, the image of the
beast and the dragon (kings of the earth) will bring an end to the remaining members of

the true church. Another event, yet future, as mentioned, is the great earthquake (social upheaval
-- explosion of stable society, as well as including that_great city --. Church and

date). Again, we say, this is the Armageddon Crash of the stone upon the counterfeit stone feet of the
image, bringing to an end the kingdoms of this world. (ZWT 5854). This is the retribution of God,
through the completed and glorified church, for the "blood of the saints and the martyrs which cry out
from under thedtar” Revelation 6:10 “ and they cried with a great voice, saying, How long, O Madter,
the holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? And the
response: " until their fellow servants and also their brethren

should be killed asthey were" should be fulfilled. Rev. 6:10,11. Compare Rev. 13:15-17.

These scriptures have not yet been fulfilled -- but they are sure of fulfillment! Again, this will be
the same time period (ARMAGEDDON), at the conclusion of which, when HisFURY shdl comeup in
His face. (Ezek. 38:18) The same principles applied to Isragl will apply to the daying of the saints a the
hands of the codlition of the Dragon, the Beast and the False Prophet -- Christendom dligned; and thus
their doom is imminent. (Rev. 2:26,27) The entire Church share in this work of the destruction of
Babylon -- "to him that overcometh will | give power over the nations to dash them..” thus completing
the vengeance and wrath of Jehovah God once and for ever so that systemwill never rise again.

Another system, with powers of spiritud control, will arise, but at the close of the Millennid age,
when it nears completion. Y ou will have Kings ot the earth and a spiritud rulership, but it will be under
the direction of Satan and may wdl involve those peoples which have been opposed to fleshly Isradl
in the past, and who oppose their right to authority as God's Ancients. They opposed the "seed of the
woman' -- Israel after the flesh, as well as Isradl &fter the Spirit. (Rom. 4:16) And there will be an
attempt to depose Israel but especially the Ancients which may result in the latter's degth. (Rev.
20:7-10). The enmity of God shal be ended for ever and "thou (the seed) shdt bruise his head” in
everlagting destruction (Gen. 3:15) and all who would participate with that enemy. []
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THE GREAT TREE OF DANIEL CHAPTER 4

We hold that the greet tree of Daniel, Chapter 4, concerning adream that Nebuchadnezzar, King of
Babylon, had and to whom Danid provided the interpretation, is OBVIOUSLY a separate picture
and has nothing whatsoever to do with the picture of the Image of Danid 2. They are two separate
pictures and describe two separate things. They can no more be mixed than could we take an
illugtration from the Tabernacle of Moses and gpply it to something in Reveation. To do so would only
add to confuson.

Concerning the Great Tree of Danid, the Pastor makes three gpplications in Volume 2. Thefirdt, as
literal, as given in the narration, of the Scripture text and gpplying to Nebuchadnezzar in changing from
man to beast for seven literal years until he got the lesson of his experience, logt his pride and got his
reason back. Thus he recognized that the most high ruleth over men. The second, (application) to man
from the time of Adam, who had his dominion over the beadts of the field and of the fowl of the air and
when it was lost in Eden. And, to the time of physcd reditution when his reason (mankind's)
would be restored. (Which, according to his expectation, would have begun at the end of that time,
viz., 1914 AD (or a period of approximatey 7,000 years).) (see p. 93,97) And the third application
was that of Seven Symboalic times or 2520 years of his (man's) besstly rule until 1914 AD, known as
the Times of the Gentiles. (See page 97 top) Comparison is there made with the same seven times of
Israel which would end in 1914 AD. Continuing adong this same line on page 98, par. 1, in spesking of
the close of the seven times, we read: "Neither Israel ror the world WILL BE TRODDEN DOWN
and misruled by beastly gentile powers. The kingdom of God will then be established in the earth, and
Isradl and the world be blessed under His rightful and righteous authority. Then the root of promise and
hope planted first in Eden (Gen. 3:15) and borne across the flood and 'transplanted with Isradl, the
typical people (Gen. 12: 1-3) will sprout and bloom again.”

We note here that here, too, (p. 98, par. 2) reference is made to reason being " restored” and that
man would be brought back to the original likeness and that " then" (1914), be would be brought back
to his senses. This we have not seen! To the contrary, man has become worse. But what we did see
there was the end of the times ot the gentiles as that rule had been over Israel. We saw aso the
fig tree beginning to bud as a nation in that very year. My People, Abba Eban, 1968, pp. 355, 356,
357). Could it be then, that the beastly rule over Isradl, God's Chosen People, was prefigured adso in
the 2520 years of the times of the Gentiles OVER I srael?, and the first work of restitution after that
point was with THAT nation; for it was then that the times of the Gentiles expired (Val. 2 Foreword).
In no way did this define the end — completed -- but the saven times MARKED the end of the times of
the Gentiles ruling over Isradl. (Luke 21:24. See previous remarks under “ The Times of the Gentiles
and the 2520 Years.”)
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TREE DOESNOT DEFINE TIME LIMIT OF DANIEL 2

The dream of the Great Tree does not in any way place a time limitation on Daniel 2as
concerns the Image. Thereis no SPECIFIC TIME LIMIT given as concerns the endurance of the
Imege. The only time limit is given in Dan. 4 and it is that of seven times which, when taken
propheticaly as a day for a year, if gpplied in this fashion, would come to the sum of 2520 yearsin that
atimeis 360 days or one full year. However, we do not believe that to be the correct application!
The time factor can ONLY be applied to the GREAT TREE! -- and that is seven years. Considered
frrom its widest standpoint, one year would equa a thousand. “But forget not this one thing, beloved,
that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and athousand years as one day.” (2Peter 3:8)
In Genesis 2:4, it reads “ These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were
created, in the day that Jehovah God made earth and heaven.” (NEW KJV) In the Genesis, it is
mentioned as seven days. Based upon the last day (of 7,000 years) we know the full length of the other
days as described in Studies in the Scriptures, Volume 6 — 7,000 years for each Genesis “day” or
49,000 years total. Therefore, we may properly conclude that the seven times or years of
Nebuchadnezzar’ s beastial appearance could represent 1,000 years for each year. Because the tree
was mentioned, under which were dl the animas and in which the birds dwelled, by the Pastor's
reasoning, transporting us back to Eden; but taking us to the beginning (1914) of what he believed
was regtitution due to begin. The “seven years” or “seven times’ concluding is not a picture of the
find end as we understand it, and even as the Pastor gave to the meaning of the “Find End” to comein
Armageddon, which was beyond 1914!

The weakening of the Gentile governments and nations (Harvest Gleanings, p. 675) as was shown
inthe wind of 1Kings 19:11,12, and as Brother Russall described as " the winds of war weakening
the nations' for their final overthrow, does not in any way ‘preclude’ the destruction of the
nations. It is, as he sad, “preparing for the WRECK" -- the Armageddon Crash. No one has
the-authority to use the great struggle of the nations (in 1914 when the gentile times ended) to TAKE
AWAY FROM THE FORCEFULNESS OF THE DESTRUCTION of Chrisgendom for which the
great lesson was intended! It would certainly be a very poor judgment (at that time) if church and
gate were.(then) smitten! No, dear friends, we understand that the true smiting is YET to come and we
do look forward to it with the same desire and expectation which God had when he foretold the
FALL of BABYLON. The sysem may not be as strong, but they have aways been here, and will
continue to so be UNTIL THAT DAY when the antitypicd Noah? class shall have ENTERED
THE ARK - every one of them! (i.e,, the church completed and glorified)

Wha a blessing it will be, when the hand that once smote these indtitutions and agencies shdl be
turned to hedling of the nations. (Rev. 22:2) God's ways, though they seem harsh, are loving, and
behind the dark clouds which lie ahead (Isa. 21:11,12) is the wondrous smiling face of the Father.
(Acts3:19-21)

Congder Isa. 49:9,10. This scripture has been wrongfully used as comparable to Rev. 7 and the
great multitude there (according to J.F. Rutherford.). These do not refer to the same class but to the
earthly classaone.

What JOY shal then be, when those who wer e prisoners of that system, the masterpiece of the
Adversary, are told to "Go forth"..." They shdl feed in the ways and their pastures shdl be in
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the high (ly favored) places"” They shdl not hunger (for the Divine Word) for the knowledge of the Lord
shdl cover the earth then) nor thirgt (like the greaet multitude, which is a spiritual and not an earthly
class), so shdl he feed (Christ and the Church--out of your belly shall flow living waters) and
satidy the thirgt of this once disobedient and persecuting class, whose home is the earth. Neither
ghdl the heat nor the sun smite them, for He shal have mercy on them (even as the principas of
Christendom knew better in doing what they had done, and fdlt the heet of their wrong-doing, yet God
shdl have mercy upon that class of earth who were once a part of Christendom and dedt wrongfully
with Israel after the pirit and Isradl after the flesh -- in the time of His kingdom. He that hath mercy
shall lead them, even by the springs of water--to drink of the water of life freely -- Isa. 49:9,10;
Rev. 22:17, ZWT 633 par. 11-18. []
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APPENDIX A

(Interesting references and commentary)

Citations from an early letter, written in 1949, to no avail by Br. Frank Shdlieu in reply to an
individua associated with a prominent Dawn Bible Students organization:

“In reply to the inquiry where Pastor Russell made the statement that the Image (Danid 2:31-45)
would not be smitten until the Church was beyond the veil:

"The stone cut out of the mountain without bands, which smites and scatters the Gentile powers,
represents the true Church, the Kingdom of God when complete, when entirely cut out, it will amite
and destroy the kingdoms of thisworld ...”

"Cdl to mind now the promise by out Lord to the overcomers of the Christian Church *To him that
overcometh, will | grant to gt with me in my throné -- and he that overcometh and keepeth my
works unto the end, to him will | give power over the nations, and he shal rule them with arod of
iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers, etc." -- Volume 1 pgs. 254-256

Although the Pastor has, in some cases, linked the smiting with World War 1, yet in the below cited
ingances he looks for this as a future event, and this later view in our humble Judgment seems
mor e scripturally-sound. We do not say that those who think differently are wrong, however.

"This gone kingdom is quarried out of the 'earth’ by the Lord. Itisat first inggnificant in 9ze, and
it seems to the world as powerless. But as soon as set up in power, this kingdom will smite the
“great image’ of earthly rulership and shdl grind it...” -- Reprints 5575, Coal.1, par. 3 Nov. 15, 1914.

"Messah's kingdom is pictured as 'a stone cut out of the mountain without hands, without
human power; and it, in the days of these kings represented by the toes of the image, is to smite the
image and grind it to powder; and the stone is to become the great mountain, or kingdom, of the
Lord in dl the earth. This amiting, we believe, is near_at hand, the present war of Europe being
intended of the Lord to weaken the nations and to prepare them for the next stage of trouble.”
-Reprints 5673 April 15, 1915

"The smiting of the image, which will grind it to powder, will not come from the church in the flesh,
with carna wegpons, but from the church in glory, backed by divine power."
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-Reprints 5716 Col. 2#1 July 1, 1915

"It is upon the feet of this image that the Armageddon crash of God's Kingdom is pictured as
fdling -- grinding the entire image to powder."
-Reprints 5854 Feb. 15, 1916

ARMAGEDDON CRASH YET FUTURE

Elsawhere the Pagtor informs us thet it is his thought that the true Church will be gone before this
Armageddon experience; i.e. Anarchy -- thefind phase of the time of trouble.

"Thereis onething | think we are dl agreed upon -- that we believe we will all be taken before
the 'Armageddon’ we feature of the trouble. You know the Bible gives us symbols of the loosing
of the 'winds which isthis great war. Then comes the ‘earthquake, which isthe great Revolution
to follow. Then comes the ‘firé -- the Anarchy -- Armageddon experiences. | think the Church,
the Bride Class, will be gone before that Armageddon experience, but cannot be sure..”

-Question Book, pg. 617 (Cf: QB 529 D548 #1) year 1915

ARMAGEDDON AWAITSVITILIZATION OF IMAGE OF BEAST

"High-handed activities of Protestantism and Catholiciam, operating in conjunction for the
suppresson of human liberties, await this vivifying of the Image. This may come soon, but
Armageddon cannot precede it, but mud follow - perhaps a year after, according to our view of the
Prophetic Word.'

-1913 Foreword, Volume V. pg. Xvi”  []
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APPENDIX B - INTERESTING COMMENTARIES

Stone Smiting the Image
- Daniel 2:31-45
With Relevant Material -- Br. Fred Mundéll

See article by W.J. Erdman, approved by Brother Russdll, with but one exception, in Zion's Watch
Tower, May 1, 1904 edition; Reprints, p. 3359.

Quotations from Val. 1, page 255, 256: "The stone cut out of the mountain without hands, which
smites and scatters the Gentile powers, represents the true Church, the Kingdom of God ... When
complete, when entirely cut out, it will smite and destroy the kingdoms of thisworld ....

“Cdl to mind now the promise made by our Lord to the overcomers of the Chrigian Church: To
him that overcometh will | grant to St with me in my throne’, -- “and he that overcometh and keepeth
my works unto the end, to him will | give power over the naions, and he shdl rule them with arod of
iron; asthe vessals of apotter shal they be broken to shiverd”

Reprints, p. 5575, Coal. 1, Par. 3 (Nov. 15, 1914): "This stone kingdom is quarried out of the 'earth’
by the Lord. It is at firgt inggnificant in Sze, and it seems powerless. But as soon as set up in power,
this kingdom will smite the 'great image' of earthly rulership, and shal grind it to powder (in the
coming time of, trouble), and the wind shdl carry it away."

Reprints, p. 5716, Cal. 2, end of par. top of page (July 1, 1915). "The smiting of the image, which
will grind it to powder, will come not from the church in the flesh, with carnd wegpons, but from the
church in kingdom glory, backed by divine power." (Dan. 2:45)

Reprints, p. 5854, Cal. 1, Par. 2 (Feb. 15, 1916): "It is upon the feet of this image that the
Armageddon crash of God's Kingdom is pictured asfaling -- grinding the entire image to powder.
Question Book, Page 617 (year 1915): "There is one thing | think we al agree upon -- that we
believe we will dl be taken before the 'Armageddon’ feature. Y ou know the Bible gives us symbal's of
the loosng of the 'winds,’ which is this great war. Then comes the ‘fire’ the anarchy --
Armageddon experiences. | think the Church, The Bride Class, will be gone before that Armageddon
experience, but cannot be sure.”

Question Book, p. 626 (year 1916): "The Strong Man of the House must be bound before his
goods can be spoiled (or his kingdom destroyed).

The collapse of Babylon will indicate that Satan has been quite fully bound. -- The church and the
state are getting pretty well welded together (but if the iron and the clay dready have been
amitten, this would be contradictory). They depend upon each other, and will get pretty closely
united in the time of need. "In this answer, Brother Russl, further says "All  present  inditutions
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of the world are Satan's goods and arrangements. They will be spoiled in the great time of anarchy
which will make reedy for the establishment of the Kingdom of Messiah.”

1913 Foreword of Vol. IV, pages xvi; Dawn editions, p xviii: "High-handed activities of
Protestantism and Catholicism, operating in conjunction for the suppression of human liberties,
await this vivifying of the Image. This may come soon, but Armageddon cannot precede it, but must
follow -- perhaps a year after, according to our view of the Prophetic Word."

--- Bro. Fred Mundél,
Editor of Zion's Watchtower
in the days of Pastor, Charles T. Russdll.
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SMITING OF THE IMAGE -- b. McCasland

Dan. 2:34: A stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of
iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.

Dan. 2:44: In the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a Kingdom, which shdl
never be destroyed: and the Kingdom shal not be Ieft to other people, but it shall break in pieces
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stland forever. (A262:top)

A255 p2: The stone cut out of the mountain without hands, represents the true Church, the
Kingdom of God. During the Gospd Age this "stone" Kingdom is being formed, cut out, carved and
shaped for its future pogition and greatness -- not by human hands, but by the power or spirit of
the truth, the power of Jehovah. When complete, when entirely cut out, it will smite and
destroy the kingdoms of thisworld.

R3293 p2: Soon Messiah, head and body, will so overrule in the affairs of men, that the nations of
earth shall be broken to shivers as potter's vessels.

R3389: Artidletitle: “ Universal Anarchy -- Just Before or After October, 1914" -- Thetimefor
the amiting of the Image on it, feet will not come -- until October, 1914. (Smiting associated with
anarchy)

R5526p4: A stone was to smite the image upon the feet, and break them to pieces -- intheend of
the Age -- the preparatory step to the establishment of Messiah's Kingdom -- p6: The time of trouble
of the Scriptures will be brought on by anarchy. (Again associated with anar chy).

R5575 p3: As soon as s&t up in power, this Kingdom will smite the great image of earthly rulership,
and shdl grind it to powder, in the coming time of trouble. (Nov. 1914)

R5631 c2 p3: In the days of these kings, before their utter overthrow, the God of heaven would
st up a Kingdom, which would smite and break in pieces all the kingdoms of men. p4: What is
ggnified by the expresson "in the days of these kings' when the Kingdom of God was to be st up in
power? The first step was to be the raisng of the deeping saints in 1878. The work of setting up the
Kingdom has progressed -- isnow merely lacking the last member of the Church class. When
they shall have taken their places as members of the Church in glory, the Kingdom will be
fully set up. (Feb. 1915)

R5632,p1 “We see the kingdoms of this world now being dashed to pieces” (1915) (Immediatdy
below this is the Sub-heading, “The Kingdom of God Set Up". This was before Bro. Russdl. was
convinced that the Harvest did not end in 1914, ashe did say ayear and ahdf later; R5950. Also, in
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this same article, pg. R5631, c2, p4, is a clear gatement that Kingdom will not be set up fully until
the last member the Church isglorified; and that isstill future.)

R5673 c2 p3: This smiting, we believe, is near at hand. The present war in Europe -- will weaken
the nations to prepare for the next stage - revolution. (April, 1915) (Revolution, then anarchy).

R5716 c2: The smiting of the image, which will grind it to powder, will come, not from the Church in
the flesh -- but from the Church in Kingdom glory, backed by divine power. (July 1915) (Will;
future tense).

R5854 p2: It is upon the feet of this image that the Armageddon crash of God's Kingdom is
pictured as falling, grinding the entire image to powder. Feb. 1916) (Future tense)

OV Monthly, 82 p3: Not until the Church shal have been completed, not until the last member
shall have been changed from earthly to heavenly conditions -- will this heavenly power be
hurled against the image. (Future)

Ezek. 21:27: "Until he come whoseright it is”

SM416:1: The one whose right it is -- is M essiah, Jesus the Head, and the Church, his body,
on the spirit plane.

R3616 p3: The great Prophet, Priest and King of the divine plan was NOT the “man” Christ
Jesus, but the glorified Christ, Jesus, the Head, and the Church, his body. (Dan. 7:18,22, 2 7)

R3293. p2: The Messiah of the divine plan,- includes not only Jesus glorified, -- but it includes
also the Church, which is his body.

D271: God isthe great commander who now gathers the nations and assembles the kingdoms--
preparatory to the transfer of earth's dominion to “him whoseright it is’: Immanuel.

D623: Our Lord assured his faithful that a the time of the establishment of his Kingdom and the
overthrow of Gentiles power, the overcoming Church would be with him.

D296: In the days of the Son of Man, when he has come, while he is gathering his dect to himsdlf,
and thus setting up his Kingdom, whose inauguration will be followed by the dashing of the present
social system to pieces.

A262: After it is set up, it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms and it shall
gtand forever.

R5526 p4: Nebuchadnezzar had a dream, which portrayed the Gentile rule of earth during the
interregnum of God's Kingdom.

R5526 p5: So long as these Governments would be here, they and Messah's Kingdom could not
cooperate. Hence it was foretold that Messiah at his second coming will first bind the strong man of
Gentile supremacy, and on the ruins of earthly dominion establish a righteous government. (Two
guotations showing that the image represents Gentile dominion).

A260 pl: They three successvely (Babylon, Perda, and Greece) had their dominion taken from
them; they ceased to hold the ruling power of earth, but their lives as nations did not cease
immediately. Greece and Perda gill have some life. Not so, however, with the Roman Empire, the
fourth and last of these beadts. It will lose dominion and life a once, and go into utter destruction;
and with it the others will pass away dso. (Dan. 2:35; Dan. 7:11)

R5916 last p: It isthe amiting of the Kingdom of God that is even now preparing for the wreck of al
the kingdoms of the earth. (1916). (This statement also appears at R1692 last p, 1894. This was
before the end of the Gentile Times, so it could NOT refer to the smiting of the image. The "wreck
of dl thekingdoms' must refer to the smiting of the image.)
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D625: The beginning of the earthly phase of the Kingdom will, we understand, consst wholly
of the resurrected holy ones of olden time, from John back to Abel. (The stone cannot grow and
fill theearth until the Ancient Worthies are resurrected).

OV Monthly 342 p1: | ask you to consder candidly - isthere a Kingdom in the world today that
in your judgment represents a divine government amongst men? Is there a perfect government,
where God'swill isdone, asit isdonein heaven?

R2606:3: The New Jerusalem as John saw it (Rev. 21), "That holy city (government) coming down
from God out of heaven.” During thetime of troubleit will be coming down, and before the end of it,
it will have touched the earth. Thisis the stone cut out of the mountains without hands (but by the power
of God), and it will then have become a great mountain (Kingdom), filling the whole earth, its coming
having broken to pieces the evil kingdoms of the prince of darkness.

Vol. 3, Foreword, iv, bot: Dominion of the earth will be assumed when the church is all
beyond the veil.

R3359:6: “Danid says the stone grew after it struck (Dan. 2:35), and then covered the place
once possessed by the kingdoms. There is not the least hint that as the stone increased the Image
decreased. The two are not seen side by side, the one encroaching upon the other's ground; but with
mighty blow upon its brittle feet, the colossal form crushes into shapeless ruin, and is swept away
like the chaff of the summer threshing floor, and for it no more place was found. It is therefore evident
that if the world-power disappears in one simultaneous and sudden ruin, the sone Kingdom has
not yet begun to grow and the mighty sonelSYET TO FALL.”

-- W. J. Erdmann. Quoted with Bro Russdl's approvd. ]
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HARVEST GLEANINGS 1 -- Pages 675,676

"Thelast monarch of David's line was King Zedekiah, of whom we read: '0 thou profane and wicked
Prince, whose time has come that iniquity shall have an end. Remove the diadem, take off the crow |
will overturn, overturn, overturn it until He comes whose right it is and | will give it to Him.'
(Ezek. 21:25-27) Messiah is the One whose right it is -- Jesus, the Head, the Church His Body
-- on the spirit plane.”

"Next came the feet of the image, which were of iron smeared with clay, thus made to resemble
stone feet. The iron feet represented the Holy Roman Empire, which wasreally a part of the Roman
Empire, and the divisions of which are at war with each other today. The dream and its
interpretation showed that a stone cut without hands struck the image on its feet, ground them to
powder and utterly destroyed the entire image. This stone represented the Messiah's Kingdom.
which will ultimatdly fill the whole earth, according to this prophecy.”

"The clay smeared on the iron feet, making them look like stone, represents the fact that the
present Roman governments of Europe claim to be Christ's Kingdom. On their coins, and otherwise,
they claim to represent God. They have been deceived into thinking and speaking of themselves
as Christendom, which sgnifies Chrig's Kingdom. In reality they are the last representatives of
Gentile power -- 'kingdoms of this world' the toes of the image of Gentile supremacy of which
King Nebuchadnezzar dreamed.”

"The present war will weaken the nations, draining not only ther life blood, but also their
wealth ...”

---- Fromthe Article: DISTRESS OF NATIONS PRECEEDING ARMAGEDDON
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APPENDIX - A

J. F. Rutherford's teachings from the Book “ Deliverance,” written in 1926, and leading to
the confusion on this subject because from him came others who formed one organization
after another and who carried these views with them.

242 Deliverance

and clearly in fulfillment of prophecy they have acquired title to lands, have builded houses,
colonies, factories, installed irrigation plants dedicated their great university in the city of
Jerusalem, and have done many other thingslooking to a rebuilding of Palestine for the Jews
and by the Jews Thisis so clear that no one can doubt that it is in fulfillment of the
prophecies of Jesus and of the other holy prophets. [Ed. This shows that the Judge had a
correct understanding of the promises to Israel until 1932 (Vindication 2) when he changed
his thinking with regard to the promises to Israel. He there declared all the promises to the
Jew were properly made to “Jehovah’s Witnesses’ — the new name that he instituted in the
previous year. (Vindication 1)]

Furthermore, Jesus said concerning the end of the world: "And there shall be signsin the sun, and in
the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves
roaring; men's hearts faling them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the
earth: for the powers of heaven shdl be shaken.” (Luke 21: 25, 26) Sun is a symbol of the light of the
divine plan. The moon is a symbolic expresson used to represent the divine law; wheress sars
symbolicaly represent ecclesagtica leaders. Since 1918 the clergy in the various denominations have
practicaly repudiated God's plan for the establishment of his kingdom. They have repudiated and
refused to walk according to the divine law; therefore these, symbolicaly represented as stars, have
fdlen.

Although severd years have eapsed since the World War ceased, yet it is fully gppreciated by dl
the people that "upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity” continues. Nations, in this, scripture,
cearly refer to the organized governments of the earth; and dl of these governments are now in
perplexity and distress, not knowing what to do. They are in fear and trepidation of losing their power.
Continuing, the Lord sad: "The sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts
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failing them for fear, and for looking &fter those things which are coming on the earth.” (Luke 21: 25,26)
The "sed' represents the restless dement of humanity; and these are dashing againgt each other and
agang the governments, and are roaring. The common people even fear for what things they see
coming upon the earth. [Ed: JFR says. Smiting work begun Of Dan. 2:34, 45. Smiting of the
Image in 1914 — erroneous view of the Judge. He says: This stone of Dan. is as the kingdom
and was the new nation born in 1914 and there smote the Image of Dan. 2:34,45. See the
following for yourself:]  All these things further tedtify that the world reached its end and began to
pass, away in 1914; and that there, in the time of the Lord's presence, the birth of The Nation
occurred.

The Prophet Danidl described the kingdoms of this world, or world powers, from the time of
Nebuchadnezzar to the time of the end. He then stated, in substance, that while there world powers or
kingdoms are dill in existence the kingdom of God shdl be set up. "And in the (days of these kings shall
the God of heaven set up akingdom which shdl never be destroyed: and the kingdom shdl not be left to
other people, but it shdl break in pieces and consume dl these kingdoms, and it shal stland for ever."
(Danid 2: 44) This kingdom of God is described in prophetic phrase as "the stone cut out without
hands' which exercisss its power againg dl other world powers. (Danid 2: 34,45) This stone is the
new nation born. The Scriptures therefore definitey show that a the end of Satan's world, when the
nations and kingdoms would begin to war, the Lord would be present and that the new and
righteous kingdom of God would then be born.

ZION THE MOTHER

Jehovah God is the Father or Life-giver of the empire or kingdom, because he begets and gives life
to each one of those who are to make up the reigning house.
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and those individua members who go to make up the government or nation. The year 1914 AD is
definitely fixed by the Scriptures as the time for the birth of the nation. Inthat year the nations
forming the Devil's empire became angry and engaged in a World War. The Reveator fixes that
date as the time when God Almighty, through his beloved Son, would take his power and reign, or
otherwise stated, the time for the birth of the nation or government.--Rev. 11: 17, 18. [Ed. —
JFR Error. Christ isyet to take his great power and reign.]

A symboalic description of the birth of the nation is given in Revdation, twelfth chapter. The woman
there mentioned clearly is Zion, the same woman mentioned in, Isaiah 66:7. [Ed. -- JFR Error. I sa. 66
is really natural Israel — not the true church] The sun isasymbol of the light of the divine plan,
while the moon represents God's law. Around Zion, God's organization as symbolized by the
woman, shines the light of the divine plan; and thus she is enveloped with the sun. "The moon under her
feet" symbolicaly represents that the course of action of the woman, Zion, is alwaysin harmony
with the divine will as represented by God's law. The Head, the Chief Corner Stone of Zion,
is Christ Jesus; and upon that Head is the crown, representing complete and absolute
authority. The twelve stars in the crown correspond to the twelve gpostles of the Lamb. (Revelation
21: 14)

On the earth are some of the faithful followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. These have had a mental
vigon of his kingdom; they wer e anticipating that it would that it would be born in 1914 and were
in great expectation and anxiety until the birth. Therefore they are represented by Zion in pain desiring
the ddivery of the man child, which isthe kingdom. [Ed. —JFR Error. Rev. 12 isthetrue church —
woman — but brings forth a false man child. See The Keys of Revelation, Chapter 12 and the
Pastor’s view.] The man child, to wit, the new government or nation, was ordained by the Lord
from
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the foundation of the world; but now it was about to begin to function, and those who were waiting and
praying for its birth were in anxious expectancy for the birth. Thus the matter appeared to them.

"And she brought forth a man child, [Ed. JFR Error. It isreally the false church 313 AD to
539 AD —*“that he is God.] who wasto rule al nations with arod of iron: and her child was caught
up unto God, and to his throne" (Reveation 12: 5) [Ed. — JFR Error. That the man child is the
stone kingdom of the image born and smites in 1914.] The man child here is the same man child
mentioned by the Prophet Isaiah; to wit, the nation or government which is to ruledl the nations of the
earth. It is the same kingdom described by Daniel, in chapter two, verse forty-four. Thismean child or
new government is symbolicaly represented as being caught up to God and to his throne, because it
constitutes God's kingdom, now beginning to function by virtue of hiswill and authority.

WAR WITH THE ENEMY

Watching the preparation of the empire and observing that the day was approaching for the
birth of the nation, symbolically represented by the man child, Satan the enemy was on the dert,
with the avowed purpose of destroying this new nation or government if possble. In the Reveation
picture he appears under the name and title of Dragon. He is there represented as a "red dragon™. [Ed.
JFR Error. Red dragon in the purely Civil power — Vol 4 Foreward] Theword "red" here used
means fiery red, and particularly pictures Satan's devilish, wicked and gory organization, murderoudy
bent upon the destruction of the new government. In this the Dragon was thwarted, because God
prevented him.

The new government or nation there began to function; and the first work thereof necessarily
was the expdling of Saan from heaven. "And there was wa in
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time "But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for ansfor ever, sat down on the right hand of
God; from henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.™--Hebrews 10: 12, 13.

The time must come when God would subdue the enemy, Satan the Devil, and his inditution. We
read: "The Lord [Jehovah) shal send the rod [sceptre of authority and power rightfully reposed in his
beloved Son| of thy strength out of Zion [God's organization [Ed: Another JFR error. Please note
Zion isthe Glorified Church completed ONLY.], saying]: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies™
(PsAlm 110: 2) Thisis the same time mentioned by the prophet: "Y et have | set my king upon my holy
hill of Zion." -- Psdm 2: 6.

The new government is now born. Jesus Christ, the King, now stands up and assumes his power
and authority and begins his reign, even while the enemy still exercises power; [Ed: Another error.
JFR speaks of Michael as standing up and assuming his power in 1914 and beginning his
reign then, while Satan still rules as the God of this world.] but the enemy's right to that power
has expired, his world having ended. Necessarily this would mark the beginning of the baitle in heaven;
the King of glory and his angdls on one sde, and Satan the old Dragon, the didoya son of God, and his
angels, on the other sde.

It isredly the fight of God Almighty againgt the Devil. The light on God's Sdeis led by his beloved
Son, and in this fight he subdues the enemy. The Psamist thus describes the Lord Jesus Christ moving
into action: "Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, 0 most Mighty, with thy glory and thy mgesty. And in thy
maesty ride progperoudy because of truth and meekness and righteousness; and thy right hand shall
teach theeteriblethings” -- Psam 45: 3, 4.
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This marks the time of the birth of the nation or government. God's prophet putsit thus "In
the
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beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning (the woman, Zion]: thou hast the dew of thy youth."
Psam 110: 3) The new nation, the government, pictured by the man child now born, is in the
vigor of youth and strength and now goes forth to rule; it is the beginning of God's kingdom in
action. [Ed: Error. JFR says the stone cut out of the mountain without hands SMOTE the
image in 1914 and has NOW become the head.]

REJECTED STONE BECOMESTHE HEAD

It seems quite evident that the Prophet Danidl, in spesking of " the stone cut out without hands" |
refers to the birth of the nation or government. By the time of the end of the World War in 1918
the church denominations, paticularly the clergy and the leaders and principd of their flock who
pretended to believe and follow Chrigt Jesus, were provided with abundant proof from. the Bible and
from fulfilled prophecy that the L ord was present, that the world had ended, that the time for the
beginning of God's kingdom had come. In fact, shortly after the captivity of Jerusdem by the dlied
amies, ten diginguished dergymen met_in tile city of London and issued the following manifesto,

dedaing:

Firg -- That the present crisispointstoward the close of the times of the Gentiles.

Second -- That the revdation of the Lord may be expected a any moment, when he will be
manifested as evidently asto his disciples on the evening of his resurrection.
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Third -- That the completed church will be trandated, to be "forever with the Lord".

Fourth -- That Isradl will be restored to its own land in unbdief, and be afterward converted by the
gppearance of Chrigt on its behalf.

Ffth -- That al human schemes of reconstruction must

252 Deliverance
be subsidiary to the second coming of our Lord, because al nations will be subject to hisrule.

Sixth -- That under the reign of Chrigt there will be a further greet effuson of the Holy Spirit on dl
flesh.

Seventh -- That the truths embodied in this Satement are of the utmost practica vaue in determining
Chrigtian character and action with reference to the pressing problems of the hour.

This remarkable statement was signed by A. C. Dixon and F. B. Meyer, Baptists, George Campbell
Morgan and Alfred Byrd, Congregationdists, William Fuller Gouch, Presbyterian; H. Webb Peploe, J.
Stuart Holden, Episcopdians, Dinsdale T. Y oung, Methodit,

These are well-known names, and are among the world's greatest preachers. That these eminent
men, of different denominations, should fed called upon to issue such a statement is of itself exceedingly
sgnificant. This manifesto was sent to the clergy throughout the world and was by them rejected.

But the most remarkable part of the affair is that the very men who sgned the manifesto subsequently
repudiated it and rejected the evidence which proves that we are at the end of the world and in the day
of the Lord's second presence.
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The Psalmig, the prophet of God, referred to, this same time and event, to wit, the birth of the nation
and the rejection of the chief corner stone by the pretended builders, when he wrote: "The stone which
the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. Thisisthe Lord's doing; it is, marvelousin
our eyes. This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rgjoice and be glad in it.---Psam 118:
22-24.

The clergy, instead of heeding the truth and prodaming
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it to the people, and advising them that the time had come for the reign of Chrigt, repudiated Christ and
his kingdom, rejected him who is the chief corner sone of Zion and openly and boldly supported and
advocated the Devil's subgtitute for Chrigt's kingdom, to wit, the League of Nations, and proclaimed
League of Nations as the political manifestation of God's kingdom on earth. [Ed: JFR error.
League of Nations or currently the United Nations are not the “image of the Beast. The
image of the Beast is the Protestant Confederation soon to be empowered.] Otherwise stated,
they ignore God's plan and manner of establishing his kingdom and willingly dly themsdves with the
Devil, supporting his "image of the beast".

The Jewish clergy in their time rejected Chrigt, the chief corner sone. Now the clergy of modern
times do the same thing. They, together with the principd of their flock, being disobedient to the Word
of God, sumble and fall upon the stone or new government now born. [Ed: JFR error. Stone has
not struck as yet. There will be no clergy when the stone class is complete and does its work.
The term “fall upon the stone” does not now apply. That stone will be the chief stone, Jesus
Christ the head of the corner.] Mark how well the prophetic words of Peter fit the present Situation:
"Unto you therefore which believe he is precious but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which
the builders disdlowed, the same is made the head of the corner, and a stone of stumbling, and a rock
of offence, even to them which sumble at the word, being disobedient; whereunto aso they were
appointed.” (1 Peter 2: 7, 8; Psdm 118: 22; Isaiah 8: 14) Thus the kingdom of God was taken away
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from those who pretended to represent the Lord, and the words of Jesus were fulfilled.
(Matthew?21: 43, 44) Those who rejected it fell upon the stone and wer e broken.

The nation of righteousness is born. God's kingdom has begun to function [Ed: JFR error. The
nation of righteousnessis still not yet born as the stone is not yet complete nor is Jehovah in
His holy temple.] ---"The Lord isin his holy temple. Let all the nations and peoples of earth take
note! (Psam. 11: 4-7; Habakkuk 2: 20) "The Lord hath a

SMITING THE IMAGE -- Danidl 2: 31-45

(Quedtions and Answers on the Smiting of the Image)

Sudiesin the Scriptures - Vol. |, pages 252-260

What istheimagethat the The word smite is trandated from a Hebrew
Stone smites, and what does word which in the Bible is used by 3 people --
the word smite mean? Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrus. It means

to: (1) drikein pieces; (2) to arrest or dow

or saize by law; (3) impae; (4) stay or stop or
hold back -- like none can stay God's hand.
(Trandaed in King James Verson by "hang, amite,
gay.) Daniel does his own interpreting and his
language shows it is#1 above: drikein pieces
Thiswould mean that whenever it hgppens --
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past, present or future -- from our sandpoint

now, when it isstruck; it is stricken into

pieces. In interpreting this, we must remember
that it gpeaks not of Babylon, as such, but

of gentile powers of dl gripes, colors, creeds,

etc. -- for dl the types of gentile dominion from

Babylon, Persa, Greece on down fall together

R 5564:6. Babylon isonly incidentdly in this

picture as sheisintermarriedto some of

these Gentile powers.

But, let us not forget that the judgment or smiting

is not upon Babylon, but upon Gentile powers

of dl typesin every nation whether they had ever

had any connection with Babylon. Babylon gets

into the smiting of the image picture only because

part of her was dlied to some of these powers.

Her judgment and sentence is because sheisthe
counterfeit kingdom of God.

Y ou will note the hundreds of times that the Pastor
points out that Babylon must be destr oyed before

the kingdoms are. This should leave no doubt in
anyone' s mind that the smiting of the kingdoms or
image must follow the complete destruction of
Babylon -- Rev. 18:21.

So it evidently isfutur e from now, July 1978.
We cannot see how it could have happened in
1914 or since.

The Lord will not alow the complete destruction of
ether until they have arisen again and then they will
both be smitten and destroyed by the uprising of
the people as aresult of the truth message then
given by those who smite the waters of Jordan
just prior to their deliverance and the full
establishment of the Kingdom.

What isthe stone? It isthe true Kingdom of God! A 253:3
What is the evidence that

Papacy did not destroy

these kingdoms? They dill exist! A 254: 1 The same answer

can aso be given to prove that the stone kingdom
has not yet broken them into pieces and destroyed



When will thetrue Church
(which isbeing formed by
theinvisibe power of Jehovah’'s
truth) smite and destroy--

not the people but--the
kingdoms of thisworld?

When doesthe stone become
the mountain and fill the
whole earth?
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them.

“When complete, when entirdy cut out!” A 2551

After it has amitten thein-age; after the time of
trouble is over; when it is established and dl other
dominions have become subservient to it. (A255:3)

The paragraph that follows A255:3 clearly shows
that it isthe reign of the Christ that smitesthe nations
and breaks them into shivers and then beginsto hed
the people and bless dl the families of the earth.

A 259, par. 2 shows adigtinction between the Roman
Empire being destroyed by the rigng of the massesin
the "Day of the Lord" and the consuming of the "papa
horn" which comesfirs. However, the Roman Empire,

the 4th and last of these beadts, will lose dominion and
life at once; and go into utter destruction; and together

with it the other parts of the image will pass away dso.
(Dan. 2:35. A26)

A 260, par. 2 to the middle of page 262 show that
itisthereign of the complete Christ (head and body)
that does the smiting and destruction. He says the cause
of thefal will be the establishment of the Kingdom of
God, which establishment has not yet taken place.

Let us quote from R.2975:3 -- "The 'change of the
the Church from earthly conditions and nature to
heavenly, Spirit conditions and nature will befirgt in
order, and then they twain (Bridegroom, Christ
and the Church, His Bride) thus made one in
nature and in heavenly or spirit power, will
commence the work of putting down all rule
and authority contrary to the divine rule, bringing
al things in subjection to the heavenly Kingdom,
the Millennid Kingdom.

Then on page R.2980, par. 3, he says that the
Heavenly Kingdom and the smitingisdill future
from then (1902).

Then on page R.3389:5, he says that the time for



What did the pastor say
about thisin April 1915 ?

What wastheview in
Feb. 19167
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smiting the image on its feet could not come until
October, 1914. This comes as aresult of his
seaing in 1904 that the kingdoms could not be
ousted until Gentile Timesended.

R.5527:4 -- Sept. 1914 seemsto say that the
amiting will come during Armageddon and
the “epiphania” were dill futurethenand are
dill future now -- July 1978.

Answer: we quote -- "Messah's kingdom is
pictured as a stone cut out of the mountain
without hands, without human power; and it,
in the days of these kings, r epresented by the
toes of the image, isto smite theimage and
grind it to powder; and the stone isto become
the great mountain or kingdom of the Lord in
al of the earth. This amiting, we bdlieve, is
near at hand--the present war of Europe being
intended of the Lord to awaken the nations and
to prepare them for the next stage of trouble,
the great earthquake, which in symbal signifies

revolution.” R.5673:5
That the Armageddon crash of God's kingdom
would smite the image. Many times we have
shown that he pictured Armageddon as being

the greet revolution and anarchy. R.5854:1

On page R.5916, he says there is a smiting work
going on that is preparing for the wreck of al
the kingdoms of earth. We fed the key phrase here
is "preparing for thewreck." Thereal amiting, as
we know, isthe wrecking. We can go back to Vol. |
and get that information.

These suggested questions, answers and references are submitted in good faith with the hope
that in the providences of God, someone might find them an aid to their study and preparation.

[l

n Cecil Edney
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THE SMITING OF THE IMAGE

" Thou, 0 king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was
excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. Thisimage's head was of fine
gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass. His legs of iron, his
feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands,
which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.
Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to piece together, and
became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors, and the wind carried them away, that
no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain,
and filled the whole earth.” -- Dan. 2:31-35

1 What does this great image r epr esent ? Why is its form spoken of as being "terrible'?

2. What does the head of gold sgnify? Why isits compostion of "fine gold"?
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3. What do the breast and arms symbolize? Why are they of slver?

4. What isthe significance of the belly and thighs? Why are they of brass?
5. What do the legs of iron represent? Why are they of iron?

6. What do the feet of iron and clay signify? What does the clay picture?
7. What does the stone portray?

8. What is meant by the expression, " cut out without hands"? What is the mountain from whence
itiscut?

9. Why is the image smitten upon itsfeet?

10. How isit that the gold, the silver, and the brass ar e still represented in theimage, if these
former world empires have long since passed into oblivion?

11.  What ismeant by the phrase, "broken in piecestogether"?

12.  Explain dso how they "became like chaff of the summer
threshing floor."

13. Where isthe statement that the image was ground to powder found?

The Smiting of the | mage, cont

14.  What doesthe wind that carried them away sgnify?

15. Do the broken pieces, the chaff, and the wind portray
separate phases of the Time of Trouble, or something else?

16. Isthisdescription of the destruction of the image

andogous to, and more or less synonymous with, Elijah's vigt
at Mt. Horeb? -- | Kings 19:11)

17. What does the stone ggnify beforeit strikes the image?
What doesit Sgnify after itsimpact?
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18. What ismeant by the statement (a) "In the days of these
kings shdl the God of heaven (b) set up akingdom?-- Dan.
2. 44

19. Isthedate 1914 indicated in thisvison of the great
image?

20. Canthedoor to the high cdling still be openiif the
image has dready been amitten?

21. Hasthe stone been fully cut out of the mountain yet?

22.  How can we harmonize a future union of church and state
if the image has dready been amitten?

23.  Can some of the members of the little flock Hill bein
theflesh at the moment of the stone'simpact upon the image?

24.  Wha istheréationship of the smiting of Jordan to the
amiting of the image?

25.  How does Danid's persond dream (Dan. 7) assst usin obtaining a clearer under standing of
the particulars related to the destruction of the image of chapter 27 []
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