WHAT IT MEANS TO SUFFER WITH CHRIST
Br. Ted Smith

Text: # Philippians 1:29, "For unto you it is given in the behdf of
Chrigt, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake.”

| would like to talk about "suffering with Chrigt;" or whet the
"aufferings of Chrigt” consst of. It isapractica question that often
comes to mind—"am | sharing in the sufferings of Chrig?'

A study of thelife of Jesus and the gposties reved s that they
endured much in the way physica suffering in the service of God,
and a0 persecution. A study of our lives reveds adissmilarity—
should this disturb us? Are our lives supposed to be exactly the
same as Jesus and the Apostles? Does the expression "sufferings of
Chrigt" mean only direct persecution in God's service?

Answering the last question firgt, we say that the expresson
"aufferings of Chrig" has avery broad meaning—far beyond the
thought of physica suffering or direct persecution in God's
service. Wewould like to refer to afew words of our Pastor along
thisline and then examine the Scriptures which bear out his
conclusons—"Any sufferings that we have because of our
membership in His Body are a part of the sufferings of Chrig.
(Whatever it has cost you, therefore, to give up your own will, to
keep your will submissve to God, to be faithful to the principles
for which Chrigt stands, dl that is part of the sufferings of Chrigt.”
(1915 Question from Question Book, page 679, 4th par.—
"Qufferings—How the New Creature Suffers.")

After quoting # 1 Peter 5:10 ("after suffering awhil€") our Pastor
made this remark—"We think that the suffering tekesin dl of the
present life' s experiences.” (4750:2- 4) In our Pastor’s estimation,
therefore, the meaning is—endurance of al hardship and difficulty
necessary in maintaining our standing as New Crestures, and
ganding for the Truth. Asto what this would mean, would vary
according to each individud’s circumstances—THIS IS
IMPORTANT TO GRASP. For instance we have the case of
servants being subject to unjust masters—they endured injustice
for the sake of their own New Creature development and So they
will bring no reproach upon the Truth by wrangling for their rights
in an unchrisian manner. Peter is the authority for this—| Pet.
2:18, 19, - "Servants, be subject to your masters with dl fear; not
only to the good and gentle, but aso to the froward. For thisis



thankworthy, if aman for conscience toward God endure grief,
suffering wrongfully.”

A knowledge of the origind meaning of the word "suffering” is
assgtful. Consulting Strong’ s concordance we find the definition
as "something undergone, i.e. hardship or pain." Hardship of any
kind, endured for the sake of the Truth or for God's service or for
the sake of ourselves as New Creatures is suffering with Chrigt.

A congideration of the Scriptures will give us abaanced grasp of
what it means to suffer with Chrigt. We have divided our ligt of
Scriptures into three categories. firgt, those which show us what
causes our difficulties; second, those which give us examples, such
as were endured by our Lord and the Apostles; and third,
expressons of comfort and hope to those who suffer with Chrigt.

Jesus and the Apostles endured experiences which are easy to link
up with the idea of direct persecution because of the Truth. The
Scriptures are many and we are dready familiar with them. Jesus
endured hateful treatment from the elders, chief priests and scribes,
finaly being crucified by Roman authorities. Paul and the other
Apostles and their associates also endured experiences which are
eadly understood as direct persecution. Hereisapartid list of the
Scriptures. # Matthew 16:21; ## Mark 8:31; 9:12; # Luke 9:22;
17:25; 22:15; # Acts 3:18; 9:15, 16; 13:50; 15:5, 19; 16:16- 25,
17:5- 9; 17:32; 21:27; 23:1, 2; 23:12; 245, 6; 24:27; 27:9- 44,

Now let usturn to other phases of enduring hardship which are
extremely important to grasp if we are to have the witness of the
spirit, entitling us to believe we have God' s smile of approvd,
without which we might become confused and discouraged.
(Correct knowledge is So very important to intelligent effort and
zed and the possession of the peace of God.) We will give
examples of how we suffer as we consider each line of Scripture.

Thefirst Scripture is# He 10:32- 36 and has to do with being a
"gazing sock," of being "companions' and "patient endurance.”
Hereishow it reads. "But call to remembrance the former days, in
which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a grest fight of
aflictions, partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by
reproaches and afflictions; and partly whilst ye became
companions of them that were So used. For ye had compassion of
me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods,
knowing in yoursdves that ye have in heaven a better and an
enduring substance. Cast not away therefore your confidence,
which hath great recompense of reward. For ye have need of



patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive
the promise”" Now we will give an example of being agazing
stock” and of being "companions,” and of "patient endurance.” We
al dam to be Chrigians, and do not follow any man; but those
who do not understand how we use our Pastor’ s writings to
understand the Scriptures, are wont to cal us"Russdllites—and in
So doing, we fed the sting of their disapprova and contempt. We
are "reproached” and are the companions' of one another in this
"reproach” and we have to exercise "patient endurance” and refrain
from returning evil for evil and fed pity for those who
misunderstand our belief and our life of consecretion. All thisis
part of the "sufferings of Chrig"—hardship endured for the sake of
being Chrigians. It is natura to want the gpproval of our neighbors
and friends and neighbors and it is not easy to take the disapproval
of those who have not taken the time and trouble to understand our
position and belief.

Another interesting Scripture isfound in # 2 Timothy 1.8, 12, "Be
not thou ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his
prisoner; but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel
according to the power of God; For the which cause | dso suffer
these things nevertheless | am not ashamed; for | know whom |
have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that
which | have committed unto him againg that day." Paul says here
to be "not ashamed of the testimony of our Lord," and we can think
of the interesting and ddlightful explanations of the types and
pictures as explained in Tabernacle Shadows; and this hasto do
with the many animd sacrificesin connection with the typica
atonement day and those which followed during the year. But

some look upon al these typica sacrifices as "the bloody

sacrifices' of the Old Testament, and great emphasisis placed
upon the word "bloody"”, and the impression given isthat we are
dupes and foolsto be favorably impressed and believe such things.
Agan we link this up with the "sufferings of Chrigt," because these
sacrifices were commanded by our Creator, and So particular were
the directions given that any deviation was punishable with degth;
showing that these typical sacrifices were intended to picture
"better thingsto follow." We know dl these pictures and types
were important and we pay attention to them because they pictured
"better thingsto come," giving us a more detailed grasp of God's
plan of lovingkindness.

Two other scriptures touch upon another facet of "suffering with
Chrigt." They are# 2 Corinthians 1.5 and 6, and # Co 1:24, and
they read asfollows: "For asthe sufferings of Christ abound in us,
So our consolation aso aboundeth by Christ. And whether we be



afflicted, it isfor your consolaion and sdvation, which is effectud
in the enduring of the same sufferings which we aso suffer; or
whether we be comforted, it isfor your consolation and savation.”
# Co 1.4 reads thisway, "Who now rgoice in my sufferings for
you, and fill up that which is behind of the fflictions of Chrigtin
my flesh for hisbody’ s sake, which is the church." We are to "bear
one another’s burdens' and comfort and strengthen one another
with our sympathetic underganding. We may go through many
experiences incident to our being the followers of Christ, and we
grow in understanding and sympathy as we endeavor to put into
practice the principles of Chrigtian character. This prepares usto
reach out to support the various members of the body of Christ as
they too, go through smilar experiences. What a greet fidld thereis
here for showing our unsdfish love for our brethren in Chrigt’.
These are part of the hardships that agood soldier of Jesus Christ
isrequired to bear; and thisis rated too as sharing in the
"sufferings of Chrig."

Paul revedled to Timothy some of the things that he endured—this
isfound in# 2 Timothy 2:9- 12. Let us see what he said, "Wherein
| suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of
God is not bound. Therefore | endure dl things for the dect’s
sakes, that they may dso obtain the sdvation which isin Christ
Jesus with eternd glory. It isafaithful saying: for if we be dead
with him, we shdl aso live with him; if we suffer, we shdl dso
reign with him; if we deny him, he dso will deny us" How did

Paul suffer as an "evil doer?—hy preaching the truth of the gospe
he brought upon himsdf the wrath of the opponents of the gospe..
He did this to show forth the glory of God's Word and plan and
this was done for the "dect’s sake'—for his brethren in Christ. We
areto follow the example of Paul and in doing So we will incur the
displeasure of those who are antagonidtic to our religious views.
We are looked upon as evil- doers, who refuse to support popular
religiousviews. All thisisapart of the "sufferings of Chrig,"
because we do this for the sake of Chrigt, and for the sake of his
people, who are members of the Body of The Christ. And we must
do dl thiswithout returning "evil for evil" and this takes quite alot
of faith and sdf- control and patient endurance.

Another interesting line of thought is brought to our atention in #
1 Peter 4:1- 4—"Forasmuch then as Chrig hath suffered for usin
the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that
heth suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; that he no longer
should live theregt of histimein the flesh to the lugts (desires) of
men, but to the will of God. For the time past of our life may
suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we



walked in lasciviousness, lugts, excess of wine, revelings,
banquetings, and abominable idolatries: wherein they think it
drange that ye run not with them to the same excess of rict,
gpesking evil of you." Thevery lagt part of this quotation is full of
practical meaning to us—"they think it strange that ye run not with
them to the same excess of riot, gpeeking evil of you." Isn't it true
that after we consecrated ourselves to do the Lord s will, our lives
darted in to be different? Our friends and associates would take
note of this and make comments indicating that they think we are
now "goody- goody" and accuse us of acting superior to them. But
what can we say?—not too much, and we shdl just have to wait
until the "day of vigtation” for mankind to understand the true
meaning of the Chridtian life. A preciseilludration of our change
inliving isin the matter of "evil surmising” and “evil spesking.”

How much the natural man indulgesin this sort of thing; but we
must come to an accurate understanding of what congtitutes evil
surmising and evil spesking, and avoid these as contrary to the
Spirit of Chrigt. We must be different, and this difference will be
detected and resented on the part of those who knew us before we
became Chrigtians—they will fed that by our refusd to join with
them in evil surmising and evil spesking we are critica of them

and acting sdf- righteoudy. Endurance of opposition for our
adherence to the principles of righteousness is another part of the
"sufferings of Chrigt," and isvitaly important that we have
aufficient mord courage to "live differently.”

The Apostle Paul spesks of "keeping under hisbody.” Thisis
found in# 1 Corinthians 9:4- 27, "Know ye not that they which run
inaracerun al, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may
obtain. And every man that sriveth for the mastery istemperatein
al things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an
incorruptible. | therefore So run, not as uncertainly; So fight I, not
as one that beateth the air: but | keep under my body, and bring it
into subjection; lest that by any means, when | have preached to
others, | mysdlf should be a castaway.” * Keeping under the body"
requires an uncompromising love for dl the principles of
righteousness, and an uncompromising faithfulness to our
consecration vows. The perfect standard of righteousnessisto be
our ided for conduct and our powers of mind and body must be
under full control of the will of the New Creature. The flesh, the
body, does not like this; and there is a constant necessity of
judging dl our thoughts and motives and acts to prevent the flesh
from interfering with our Chridian lives. The exhortations of the
Scriptures must be our guides for thought and action, and the
precious promises must be looked to for inspiration for action and
hope. Thereisneed of congtant vigilance on the part of the New



Creature, and thisis apart of the endurance that isincluded in the
"aufferings of Chrigt"—hardness endured for our own sake as New
Creatures, and by extension to our brethren in Christ. Those who
are "keeping the body under” know full well what vigilance and
determination isimplied and can readily agree that thisis part of
the "hardships of Chrigt."

Peter speaks of ressting the Adversary "steadfast in the faith. This
isfound in# 1 Peter 5:8, 9, "Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as aroaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour; whom resist steadfagt in the faith, knowing
that the same &fflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are
intheworld." Wefind a practicd illugtration of thisin our Lord's
case when he was tempted of the Devil. The Adversary quoted
scripture, thus appearing as an angel of light; but our Lord knew
the scripture was misapplied. So our Lord resisted the Adversary
by quoting other scriptures—he used the "sword of the spirit"
whichisthe Word of God. In dl three temptations, he countered
with "it iswritten." Satan endeavored to trap Jesus into doing
things differently than the Word of God taught. We are to follow
the example of Jesus and in doing So it is necessary for usto put
forth great effort to come to an accurate knowledge of the Word of
God So that we will know exactly what we are to think, to say and
to do; especidly the spirit that we are to have. Peter tdlls us that we
are to be sober and vigilant and this means conscientious effort that
we be not deceived by Satan who aways appears as an angel of
light. We are to have faith in God—faith in God' s power and
wisdom to guide us aright and this takes effort and dertness. All of
thisisinduded in "suffering with Chrigt."

In# He 2:18 we read, "For in that he himsalf hath suffered being
tempted, he is able to succor them that are tempted.” Jesus went
through al kinds of experiences and this developed his character
So that he was able to sympathize with others and give them
comfort and encouragement; and he hes provided his followers
with comfort and encouragement al through the Gospel Age, by
giving us the Word of God with its exhortations and promises. We
too are required to go through many difficult experiencesto
develop usin the various Christian graces. As we pass through
these experiences we may not know for sure their meaning to usin
the way of Chrigtian development. But later on, when we note
others going through smilar experiences, we can think back to
what we went through and then reach out with sympathetic
understanding to our brethren and give them encouragement. Al
thisisapart of the Chridian life and included in the "sufferings of
Chrig." We are not to think of the "sufferings of Chridt” as



meaning that we are in agony when we go through Chrigtian
experiences, rather the meaning isthat of difficulties, hardships,
conscientious efforts in connection with the Christian life. For
example when anyone is preparing for a profession of some kind,
he goes through alot of things to the end that he may be schooled
and trained for his professon. Heis not in mentd or physica
agony when heisin training, but he certainly is expending greet
effort and enduring many hardships. So with the Chrigtian—heis
expending grest effort and enduring many hardshipsin the
preparation for his eventua profession of being associated with
Chrigt in blessng the world of mankind when the Highway of
Holinessis opened up for mankind. And heis given the
opportunities to practice the various principles of the Christian
professon in the present life.

Another avenue of Christian endurance is brought to our attention
in# He 12:3, 4, "For congder him that endured such contradiction
of anners againg himsdlf, lest ye be wearied and faint in your
minds. Y e have not yet ressted unto blood, striving againgt Sn.”

All during his ministry Jesus was contradicted or opposed by
snners—the leaders of the Jewish people. And findly he was
nailed to the cross, and when he was on the cross he was taunted in
the words "1F thou be the Son of God." These words implied that
he was looked upon as adeceiver and hislife and teachings were
"contradicted by snners." Have we not had the experience of
contradiction on the part of those who were not interested or who
were antagonigtic to the truth we spoke? Many a brother or sister,
who hastried to give a good witness to the truth, has been met with
the words, "Oh, you think you know it dl." Thisisa contradiction
for the words imply that we are not believed. Thistoo is part of the
"aufferings of Chrigt," and we must use care that we do not fight
back with ugly words of reproof, but must redlize that others are
under the fal and they are saying what they do because they are
not possessed of understanding as they will when the "knowledge
of the Lord will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea

Peter speaks of "suffering for righteousness sake." Thisis found
in# 1 Peter 3:14 to 17, "But and if ye suffer for righteousness
sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be
troubled; but sanctify the Lord God in your hearts. and be ready
adwaysto give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of
the hope that isin you with meekness and fear: having a good
conscience, that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers,
they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in
Chrigt. For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for
well doing, than for evil doing.” Many people will take advantage



of othersin business dedls or in palitics or in other human
relationships, when they think they can get away with it without
being known or caught "in the act" So to speak. With certain kinds
of people it isacommon practice to take advantage of every
opportunity of gain for self, and the Golden Rule has no placein
their conduct. We as Christians must NEVER do anything
dishonest or take advantage of othersin any sdfish. way. We must
gtand for what is right no matter how unpopular such a stand might
be. We must never join with others in any scheme for sdlfish gain
where others might lose or be put to a disadvantage. It costs
something to adopt such acoursein life and we are heartily
didiked by some people. Thistoo, is part of the "sufferings of
Chrigt." The principles of righteousness are origind with God and
we are to adhere to them as Chrigt did and set us an example.

Paul wrote to Timothy in # 1 Timothy 4:10 asfollows. "For
therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in
the living God, who isthe Saviour of dl men, specidly of those
that believe." One brother, years ago was told that he was "weak in
the head" because he believed in God and the Bible as God's
Word. No doubt many of the Lord' s people have been dandered
because of their confident faith in God and because they refuse to
believe the Evolutionary Theory which is So popular in
educationd circlestoday. The "sufferings of Chrig” include dll
reproaches and danders because of our confident faith in the plan
of God.

The gpostle John wrotein # 1 John 3:1, "Behold, what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God; therefore the world knoweth us not, because it
knew him not." It is natura to enjoy recognition and have
everyone be friendly toward us, and gain a hearing ear. Jesus
"came unto his own (nation) and his own (nation) received him
not." He clamed to be the long- promised Messiah, but not
knowing that Christ must first die as aransom price to redeem
mankind, before he could restore the nation of Isradl, hisown
nation rgjected him- they did not "know" him. And not knowing
that the Messiah, the Chrigt, isto be a composite body with Jesus
as the Head, the world of mankind does not "know" the followers
of Jesus for what they are—the body- members of the Anointed
One. This Anointed One, Head and Body, isto bring in everlagting
righteousness and set up a strong Kingdom for the blessing of
mankind. So this non- recognition of the Messah—Head and Body
isaso apart of "the sufferings of Chrigt.”



The Apostle Peter touches upon the matter of suffering for doing
well. Thisisfound in # 1 Peter 2:18- 21, "Servants, be subject to
your masters with al fear (reverence); not only to the good and
gentle, but also to the froward. For thisis thankworthy, if aman for
conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. For
what glory isit, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shdl

take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take
it patiently, thisis acceptable with God. For ever hereunto were ye
cdled: because Chrigt aso suffered for us leaving us an example,
that ye should follow in his steps; who did no sin, neither was guile
found in his mouth; who, when he was reviled, reviled not again;
when he suffered, he threstened not; but committed himsdlf to him
that judgeth righteoudy.” What an example Jesus st for us, his
followers—when he was reviled, he reviled not again; and when he
suffered, he threatened not." But what did he do instead? "He
committed himsdlf to him that judgeth righteoudy.” What does all
this mean? It means that Jesus did not attempt to "return evil for
evil" but he left dl judgment and vengeance to God; he placed
himsdf in the full care of God to do whatever God willed for him
and did not attempt to "get even” or demand just trestment. Paull
expresses the matter in avery smple and pointed manner in #
Romans 12:19, "Dearly beloved, avenge | not yourselves, but
rather give place unto wrath; for it iswritten, Vengeanceismine |
will repay, saith the Lord.” | think we would be safe in saying that
thereis nothing harder to endure than unjust treatment and keep
our fedlings and emotions under full control of the Spirit of the
Lord. But this high atainment isa"mugt” for us and requires
absolute faith in God s wisdom, his power and love, waiting until
His own timeto bring in a"new heavens and anew earth” wherein
dwelleth righteousness and equity. As Peter tdlsus "Chrigt set us
an example that we should follow in his steps. How vitd is our
understanding of God's. Plan to give us menta strength to follow
the example of Christ. We thank God daily for the knowledge that
there are better times coming. Paul gives avery smilar thought to
Peter in# 2 Timothy 3:12, "Yea, and dl that will live godly in
Christ Jesus shdl suffer persecution.” Why is this? Because Satan
isthe god of thisworld; and as Mdachi says (3:15), "And now we
cal the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up;
yes, they that tempt God are even delivered.”

In2 Thess. I:4 and 5, Paul writes, "So that we ourselves glory in
you in the churches of God for your patience and faith indl your
persecutions and tribulations that ye endure; which isamanifest
token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted
worthy of the Kingdom of God, for which ye dso suffer.” Many
have the thought that the Kingdom of God is merdly in the hearts



of the followers of Chrigt; but we bdlieve the Scriptures to teach
that the Kingdom of God isaliteral kingdom that isto be set up in
the earth. The popular ideais very popular and held to tenacioudly.
We witness to and preach a coming kingdom of God which isto
displace Satan’ s kingdom and al the kingdoms of this earth. This
istoo much for some and we are opposed for the Kingdom which
we represent and thistoo is part of the "sufferings of Chrigt.” Our
Pastor has stated the matter very succinctly in Volume I11, page
209, par. 1 and 2—Suffering with Christ means advocating
unpopular truths and exposing popular errors.

Thereis another class of difficulties that may not even be thought

of asincluded in the sufferings of Chrig, yet they are and if we are
faithful in the mesting of these difficulties we can have more of the
witness of the spirit. Paul mentions these difficultiesin # 2
Corinthians 7:5, "For when we were come into Macedonia, our
flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without were
fightings, within were fears” Thisis Paul’ s struggle with false
teachers. He said he had no rest in hisflesh. It was important in the
estimation of Paul to counteract the efforts and teachings of those
who were fal se teachers So they would not midead the Lord's
people. Fase teachers not only promulgate ideas that are contrary
to the Truth, but they aso use methods that cause grest harm in the
church. Paul did not back away but preached the truth with great
courage for the sake of the Lord' s people. So hereis an important
phase of the "sufferings of Christ” that we must not neglect, for the
sake of our own salves persondly, and for the sake of brethren
with whom we are associated. Christ died for the church, and we
must not permit false teachers to midead those who have been
purchased with the precious blood of Christ.

Paul in his epigtle to Timothy spesks of enduring hardness as a
good soldier. Thisisfound in# 2 Timothy 2:3 and 4, "Thou
therefore endure hardness, as agood soldier of Jesus Christ. No
mean that warreth entangleth himsdlf with the effairs of thislife

that he may please him who hath chosen him to be asoldier.” We
are professond soldiers, So to speak, and we must be fully
devoted to the Captain of our Sdvation. We must make intelligent
effort to keep oursdves free of any of the affairs of thislife that
would interfere with our consecration vows. Thistoo, isthought of
as "auffering with Chrig"—following His example as dosdly as
we possibly can. For instance we would not take on any business
enterprise that would take up al of our timein the making of
money as a primary object in life. Rather we would "redeem the
time" away from the making of money that we might have more
time for study and spiritud activities for our own persond benefit



and for the benefit of our brethren in Christ. We can remember the
remark of a Sgter one time many years ago—she said, "Some day,
| am going to do something big for the Lord.” The Lord does

not need anything big done for Him; rather we are the ones that
need to have things done for us; and money- making, for the sake
of money- making, is not one of those things.

Thefind scripture we have sdected regarding the sufferings of
Christis# Acts 17:32, "And when they heard of the resurrection of
the dead, some mocked, and others said, We will hear thee againin
this maiter.”" 1t seems odd that some would "mock™ when the
resurrection of the dead would be preached; but the reason for this
isthat some believe thereis no futurelife a al, and others are
fascinated with the idea that we have inherent life, an immortd

soul. But it isa part of our message that we must insist upon the
scriptura proposition that we are mortal beings and do actudly die
and pass out of existence until the time comes for the Redeemer to
bring us back from the deep of deeth "in the dust of the earth.”
Precticaly dl Chrigtian people believe Satan'slie, thet "ye shal

not surely die” and they think that we only seem to die—that it is
only the body that dies and something cdled an "immorta soul”
goesright on living. So we have to endure opposition when we
contradict the "immortal soul" concept; and thistoo is part of the
"aufferings of Chrig."

Now we shdl consider afew Scriptures assuring us of God' s favor
and reveding to us the rewards to those who endure the " sufferings
of Chrigt." We shall start with # 1 Peter 4:12 to 14 and 19,
"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trid whichisto
try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you; but
rgoice, inasmuch asye are partekers of Chrigt’s sufferings; that,
when hisglory shdl be reveded, ye may be glad dso with
exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy
are ye, for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you; on their
part heisevil spoken of, but on your part heis glorified. . .
Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit
the keeping of their soulsto him inwel doing, as unto afaithful
Creator."

And # He 6:10, "For God is not unrighteous to forget your work
and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that
ye have minigered to the saints, and do minigter.”

Peter expressesit beautifully in # 1 Peter 5:10, "But the God of al
grace, who hath cdled us unto his eternd glory by Christ Jesus,



after that ye have suffered awhile, make you perfect, stablish,
strengthen, settle you."

Paul gives some very encouraging thoughtsto Timaothy in# 2
Timothy 2:11, 12, "It isafathful saying: For if we be dead with
him, we shdl dso live with him: if we suffer we shdl dso reign
with him: if we deny him, he dso will deny us™

Paul saysthat the sufferings endured in this life are not worthy to
be compared with the reward in the next life—# Romans 8:17, 18,
"And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint- heirswith
Chrig; if So be that we suffer with him, that we may. be dso
glorified together. For | reckon that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us"

| would like to close with afew pointed remarks of our Pastor on
the words of Peter—I Peter 5:8 9, "Be sober, be vigilant; because
your adversary the devil, as aroaring lion, waketh about, seeking
whom he may devour; whom resist eadfast in the faith, knowing
that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are
intheworld." These remarks of our Pastor are found on reprint
page 1859, dated September 1, 1895 in the Article entitled
Sobriety, Vigilance, Steadfastness. Here is what he wrote: "When
we consder how strongly our adversary is entrenched in the
world—in itsidess, its maxims, itsingitutions, its policy, its

hopes, ams and ambitions—and the Chridtian life asin direct
opposition to dl these; and when we further consider how, because
we were once partakers of the spirit of the world, the enemy of our
souls has strongly entrenched himself in our wesk falen natures,
and 4ill further, how, with shrewd subtlety thisinvishble,

intelligent persond foeis plotting and scheming to dlure, decaive
and lead us into Sn—when with sober judgment we consider all
these things, then indeed we redize that we are in the midst of a
great conflict.

". .. Even with dl the watchfulness and readiness which we can
command, the ability to withstand the enemy and to resst his
attacks causes more or less suffering, and often taxes the powers of
endurance to the utmost. Indeed we must expect that the tenson on
our powers of endurance will sometimes be So great asto threaten
disruption, and asto surely cause it if we trust to our own strength.
We are forewarned to think not strange of the FIERY tria that

shdl surdly try usif we are indeed the sons of God and soldiers of
Chrit, as though some strange thing happened unto us. (1 Peter



~:12- 16) These things should be expected and carefully prepared
for by the Chrigtian soldier.

"Peter intimates that the power by which we are to resist the
adversary isthe power of faith—' whom RESIST STEADFAST IN
THE FAITH.” And John expresses the same thought, saying, ‘ This
isthe victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” (# 1 John
5:4) If we are not strong in the faith, how can we endure hardness
for it? Faith must grasp the exceeding great and precious promises
of God and appreciate their vaue. Faith must lay hold aso upon
the power of God and find grace to help in every time of need. And
faith in a persond righteous God, whose eye is ever upon us, must
geadily cultivate those eements of character which are dways
pleasing and acceptable to him, and which Peter tells us are most
essentid to our finad overcoming in thiswarfare—# 2 Peter 1.5 to
10.

"He urges that, in addition to our faith in the exceeding great and
precious promises which inspire zed and give us renewed courage,
we should give dl diligence to add to our faith virtue, and to virtue
knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, and to temperance
patience, and to patience godliness, and to godliness, brotherly
kindness, and to brotherly kindness charity.” Then he adds, ‘ For if
ye do these things, ye shal NEVER FALL.

"The Steady persstent cultivation of these graces of character will
aso daify our soiritud vison, enabling us the more fully to
comprehend the truth of God, and thus, ‘by the armor of
righteousness on theright hand and on the Ieft,” we shall be able to
‘withgtand al the fiery darts of the adversary’ and to win the
victory of faith and meke our calling and election sure.

"With this view of the greet battle of life to the Chritian, what a
work we redlize to be before us, and what necessity for sobriety,
vigilance and seadfasiness . It isalife work alife battle againgt a
mighty foe ertrenched in our flesh. The powers without are strong
indeed but the civil war with the powers within is by far the most
to be dreaded. If we become in any measure intoxicated with the
gpirit of the world;, —if we give way to sdif- gratification, love of
ease, pleasure, alittle indulgence of any of the old digpogtions of
envy, mdice, pride vain- glory, vaunting of sdf, headiness, high-
mindedness, wrath, grife or any such thing—even alittle, Oh, how
great isthe peril to which we are exposed'.

"Beloved, let uswar agood warfare against the world, the flesh
and the devil, seeking and finding daily and hourly, fresh supplies



of grace; for every day and every hour isatime of need if we are
but awake to redizeit. It isto the warfare with the powers
entrenched within that we are again referred, when itissad, ‘He
that is dow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his
Spirit then he that taketh acity.” (# Proverbs 16:32) Yes, thetask is
agreater one, and represents a greater , as well asanobler effort.
Let usfight the good fight of faith dong thisline. Let our livesbea
dally and hourly struggle to overcome the evil thet isin oursaves,
to purify and beautify our own characters. Thus shdl we be the
more fully prepared to strive faithfully and steadily againgt the foes
without—to war a good warfare to the end.

"The Apodle, out of the fullness of hislove and sympathy for all
his comradesin the army of the Lord, adds to the earnest
exhortation this parting benediction- "The God of dl grace who
hath caled us unto his eterna glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye
have suffered awhile, make you perfect, sablish, strengthen, settle
you." It. isonly through endurance of hardness as good soldiers of
Chrigt that this desirable condition can be atained—viz ., perfect
sdf- control and ability to resst evil, established faith, patience
and virtue, settled, abiding rest in Chrit, and hope through his
word of promise. This undoubtedly was the Apostle’'s own
experience as he grew old in the Master’ s service, and So may it be
ours. Let each departing year find us nearer perfection!™

Cloang Hymn—Guide Me- #71.
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