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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS
--ADDRESS TO--
WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY,
"BIBLE HOUSE," 610, 612, 614 ARCH ST., ALLEGHENY, PA., U.SA.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE, $1.00 A YEAR IN ADVANCE.
MONEY MAY BE SENT BY EXPRESS, N.Y. DRAFT, MONEY ORDER, OR REGISTERED.
FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES BY FOREIGN MONEY ORDERS, ONLY. SPECIAL
TERMSTO THE LORD'S POOR, AS FOLLOWS:--
Those of the interested who, by reason of old age, or other infirmity
or adversity, are unable to pay for the TOWER will be supplied FREE, if
they send a Postal Card each December, stating their case and requesting
the paper. We are not only willing, but anxious, that all such be on our
list continually.

BRITISH BRANCH NO. 131 GIPSY LANE, FOREST GATE,
LONDON EAST, ENGLAND.
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A WORD ABOUT CREDITS.
We are quite willing to give reasonable credits on our own

publications, but cannot do this on other books--Bibles, etc.
Please therefore do not order the latter until you can send the



money. We supply Bibles at cost, merely for your accommodation,
and we must pay cash to secure them at low rates.
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WATCH TOWER SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR FRIENDS.

Some time since we made the proposal that we would accept
(from any one aready on our list) one dollar for four six
months' subscriptions to our journal--or more at the same rate.
The plan met with favor and many sent in the names of friends
--some of whom, we trust, are permanently interested. The
offer is continued. These trial subscriptions may begin any
guarter. Our experience shows that reading is almost indispensable
to a clear knowledge of present truth; and that after
reading MILLENNIAL DAWN the regular visits of the WATCH
TOWER are necessary to full development. The circulation of
WATCH TOWER literature is one way in which the Bride makes
herself ready. Those who assist in the circulating have no
mean share in this work.

NAMES OF WATCH TOWER POOR LIST.

While we are not only willing but anxious to have on our
lists the names of al interested in present truth, we nevertheless
require that the request come direct from the person desiring
the WATCH TOWER; and that the request be repeated each
December.

ONE EXCEPTION TO THISRULE.

One exception would be that any who are contributors to
the Tract Fund may send in such names of interested poor
brethren, authorizing usto charge up the subscriptions asin
offset to their donations.
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER.

EVIDENCES corroborative of the Bible's truthfulness
accumulate. Genesis notes Nimrod as

the founder of the Chaldee or Babylonian empire before
Abraham's day. (Gen. 10:8-12.) Theseand



other features of the narrative have been doubted and
considered mythical; but explorations in Babylonia
seem to confirm the Bible record at every point.

We have aready mentioned the exploration of
the ruins of ancient Nippur, once the royal capital,
commenced some years ago by the representatives of
the University of Pennsylvania, U.S.A. The past
year, it seems, has been avery fruitful one, the ruins
yielding to the searchers vast literary treasures,--the
once National Library of Chaldea. The Bibliagives
the following interesting description of the find:--

"The most surprising feature of the discovery is
that the person who collected the tablets and placed
them originally in the pot was an old priest, who lived
previous to and during the time of Belshazzar, and
who was evidently a scientist of no mean discrimination.
The pot was, indeed, his archaeological museum,
not portentous in size, but the first museum
known to man, and therefore more important for the
bearing it has on the history of civilization than any
of the great museums in existence to-day. Among
the articles found in it were the following tablets:

"1. One of Sargon, which gives histitles. This
particular piece of baked clay may give information
concerning the doings of centuries. It was the custom
in those days for each king to inscribe a memorial
tablet not only with an account of his victories,
but with his pedigree, showing where he was born,
who were his ancestors, the god he worshiped, and,
in fact, anything else that might serve to impress posterity
with his personal glory. These tablets, therefore,
reveal the names and origin of many of the
writer's contemporaries, predecessors, and, as the accounts
of the successive kings dovetail into one ancther,
they will al in the end constitute an unbroken
history of this early civilization. There are, however,
comparatively few of these tablets yet found which
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date so far back as 3800 B.C., hence the vast importance
of thistablet.
"2. A tablet written in the reign of Ur Gur.
Thisking is famous for building and remodeling the
old temple of Ekur, dedicated to the god Bel. This
stone tabl et states specifically that he rebuilt the temple
wall, which had originally been erected by Narim
Sin. He also erected many other buildingsin Nippur.
"3. A tablet, excellently preserved, stating the
great hall of the temple was called Emakh. It also
stated, to Professor Hilprecht's great amazement, that
there were forty different shrinesin Nippur, each of
which was dedicated to adistinct god. Thisimportant
fact will amaze Babylonian scholars, because it
has hitherto been supposed that there was but one
god, i.e. Bel, worshiped in Nippur.



"4, A text inscribed by Ashur-etil-ilane, aking
who ruled a short time over Assyria.

"5. An important text of Assyria's last king,
Sin-shar-ishkun.

"Near the spot where Professor Hilprecht found
this wonderful little museum there was picked up a
peculiarly shaped barrel cylinder recording King
Samsu-ilunas restoration of part of the Temple of
Bel. Thiswas about 2000 B.C. Near by lay acurious
truncated barrel cylinder marked with the name
of Assur-bani-pal, aking whose nameis well known
to the explorers. In addition to these, two hundred
Hebrew bowls, excellently preserved and some of
them quite large, were unearthed in another part of
the mounds. But these were quite modern, having
been left by the Jews who lived on the mounds of
Nippur as late as 700 A.D.

"No one can read an account of the work of Professor
Hilprecht without being struck by the fact that
the people of 7,000 years ago lived very much aswe
do to-day. There was the same appreciation of literature
and art, as shown in the cuneiform scripts and
in their sculpture. Wealthy peoplelived in the cities
and employed attorneys to manage their tenantry who
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lived in the country on farms. When they bought
jewelry awritten guaranty went with it. Inthe
archive room of Murashu Sons, attorneys of ancient
Nippur, there was found a tablet guaranteeing that an
emerald set in aring would not fall out for twenty
years. Houses were built on an extensive, not to say
modern, plan, and were furnished more or less magnificently,
as evidenced in the palace mentioned above.
Fortifications were built, wars were carried on, conquests
were made, and heroes were glorified. People,
when they died, were not thrown hastily into the
earth, but were laid away carefully in clay coffins,
which are found to-day still covered with the beautiful
blue glaze with which they were decorated by the ancient
undertaker. And for the benefit of posterity,
science was studied and museums were planned that
they might be found in the dawn of the twentieth
century, and the history of the race read as a sermon
in stones.”

Commenting on these discoveries, the London
Daily News says:--

"The find has been much more important than
could have been anticipated. In the course of three
months, no less than 17,200 tablets, covered with
cuneiform writings, have been recovered. These are
not of the character mentioned in my former notice
of the discovery of tablets, namely, the recovery of
private business contracts, conveyances, letters, and
the like, but bear more resemblance to the contents



of an ordinary library. The tablets are historical,
philological, and literary. They treat of mythology,

of grammar and lexicography, of science, and of mathematics.
There isreason to believe that they will for

the first time enable the world to form an adequate
idea of lifein Babylonia such as could be possible only
by the discovery of anationa library, recording the
national progressin literature, science, and thought
generally. No document isfound in this collection

of alater date than 2280 B.C. Asthis date marks

the invasion of the Elamites, the fact adds confirmatory
evidence that the library was destroyed during
thisinvasion.

"The unexplored remains of the library are even
more extensive than those already examined. The
tablets are generally arranged with regularity on clay
shelves around the rooms of the library, and Professor
Hilprecht estimates that at their present rate of working
five more years will be necessary to excavate and
examine the contents. Hethinksit probable, judging
from the contents already found in the rooms excavated,
and from various other reasons, that the
unexplored part will yield 150,000 tablets to be added
to those already discovered. Asthelibrary was one
of great renown, the chief glory of the templein early
Babylonia, the chief college for instruction in law and
religion, which, asin all early systems, were inextricably
bound together, and, indeed, in all studies judged
worthy of attention, it is evident that no examination
of the contents can be too careful. Itis, in fact, hardly
too much to say that if the unexplored parts should
prove asrich in results as that already found, there
will be no example in the world's history, not even
in Egypt, of so complete arecovery of the records of
an ancient civilization....

"In the course of the present excavations a palace
belonging to the pre-Sargonic period was uncovered
beneath an accumulation of seventy feet of rubbish
on the southwestern side of the Shatt-en-Nil, dividing
Nippur in two parts. Professor Hilprecht himself,
having never been doubtful asto the actual site of the
temple library at Nippur since hisfirst visit to Babylonia
in 1889, considers the discovery of thislarge
building, with 600 feet frontage, which will probably
turn out to be the palace of the early priest-kings of
Nippur, as the most important result of thisyear's
campaign. Already the few rooms excavated have
given valuable results in the shape of pre-Sargonic
tablets, of seal cylinders of the earliest type, and clay
figurines of early date and great interest. The palace
was very extensive, and at least two stories high....

"Beyond doubt the greatest success of the year is
that accomplished by the American expedition. The
importance of the discovery of the pre-Sargonic palace
and of the library of so famous atemple as that of
Nippur was at once recognized. The systematic and



thorough examination which it is hoped will be made
next year promisesto give afull and detailed picture
of lifein what the author of the Book of Genesis regarded
as one of the oldest cities in the world, and

one whose origin, even in histime, was attributed to
the famous hunter whose name has become mythical.
The results of the explorations will probably show

that Nippur was as important in the fifth millennium
before Christ asit wasin the third; that it anticipated
the civilization and the period when Babylon took the
lead by at least two thousand years; and that at this
early period the human race in Babylonia had acquired
arts and knowledge which hitherto have only been
attributed to a much later period."

* Kk ok

How does this agree with the claim of Evolutionists
that Adam was but one remove from the highest
type of monkey, and too ignorant at first to wear
clothing? On the contrary, how these evidences of
intelligence amongst the ancients corroborate the old
Bible, at which "higher criticism," falsely so called,
sneers! The Bible's declaration is that the first man
was up, high up inintelligence, in the very image of
God, and that he fell from that high estate because
of sin. Thefact isthat during the 1656 years to the
flood, the fall, the depravity of mankind, was very
great; and that in Abraham's day, about 400 years
later, the race was till further enervated, through
climatic and other influences, as shown by the fact
that Arphaxad, born two years after the flood, lived
438 years, while his children, during those four centuries,
gradually declined in vitality and years, so that
Terah, Abraham's father, died at seventy: and itis
not unreasonabl e to presume that the mental vigor
suffered equally with the physical. And yet the Scriptures
show us Abraham, every way a nhoble specimen
of humanity: and now ancient Nippur's libraries, then
in process of formation, show us that a high degree
of intelligence was then prevalent among the sons of
Ham, as well asin the family of Shem.
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But we caution all to beware of the dates ascribed
to these ancient tablets, cities, etc.; for they are only
scientific guesses: and since they are contradictory to
Bible chronology, we know that they are unreliable.
The worldly-wise, depressing the Bible as unscientific,
and relying on their own "findings," endeavor to
reconcile such archaeological testimonies with their
previous errorsinstead of with the Bible. And scientists,
misled into reckoning on "evolution" lines, have
given to human history an age much beyond that declared
in God's Word, which we accept as the only



authority;--some of them going to more absurd extremes
than others.

Blessed is the man who putteth his trust in the
Lord and in his Word.

MANNA FOR THE FAMISHING OF INDIA.

"The strange appearance of manna on the stems
of the bamboo, was reported last March by the divisional
forest officer, Chanda, Central Provinces, and
notices of this phenomenon have been published in
the local papers. The bamboo forests of Chanda consist
of Dendrocalamus strictus, the male bamboo, a
bushy plant from twenty to thirty feet in height, and
affecting the cooler northerly and westerly slopes of
Central and Southern India. Thisis said to be the
first timein the history of these forests that a sweet
and gummy substance has been known to exude from
the trees. The gum has been exuding in some abundance,
and it has been found very palatable to the
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natives in the neighborhood, who have been consuming
itasafood. The occurrence of the mannaat this
season is all the more remarkable, since the greatest
famine India has known is this year visiting the country,
and the districts where the scarcity is most felt

arein the Central Provinces.--Nature.

WHAT WILL BECOME OF PROTESTANTISM IN JAPAN?

"The Japan Advertiser hasit upon the best of
authority that one of the American mission boards is
next month to withdraw from Japan its only remaining
representative, and isto leave its work, henceforward,
entirely in the hands of the Japanese, who have
becomeinterested in it. 'The latter (says our contemporary)
are to have the use of the buildings and
property (of no inconsiderable value), and some pecuniary
aid will continue to be granted them, but the work
itself will be practicaly free from foreign guidance.
A literary man, residing in Japan, Mr. Penman,
makes comment on the above as follows:--
"This extract shows clearly the failure of Protestant
Christianity in this country; for it isfailure, and
not large-hearted trust in the Japanese Protestant, that
has caused thisretreat. There are at present independent
Protestant churches in Japan; but, in the
first place, their Christianity has become so vague
that it can hardly be called Christianity at al; and,
in the second place, they are not making headway.



A Japanese journalist, who relates his experiencesin
the columns of the Kirisuto Tokyo Shimbun, says that
he examined the roll of one of these churches some
time ago, and found that out of a total membership
of 323 no less than 86 persons were marked absent.
He was informed that out of the remainder, 123 persons
were Christian only in name, so that the work
of the church had to be carried on by alittle over 100
converts; and even out of these the average attendance
at church meetings did not exceed 77. And the last
report of the Kumiai (Independent Japanese churches
--Protestant, of course,) shows that the number of
self-supporting churches has fallen from 40 to 34, and,
if the truth must be told, there are not more than 24
or 25 of these that are self-supporting in reality.

"Not only are the 'Independent’ churches thus
going backward in point of numbers, they are, as|
have just hinted, going woefully backward in regard
to doctrine aswell. | shall give a concrete example
of what | mean. The Doshishais a fine educational
institution established by a Japanese Protestant who
was, | believe, asincere and able Christian. It was
run for anumber of years as a religious establishment
in connection with the American Mission Board, and
of course the trustees were all Christians of good
standing, and generally clergymen. For sometime
they were Christians, but changes--mental and otherwise
--occur rapidly in Japan, and only last year they
had progressed so far toward Agnosticism that a
breach with the American Mission Board occurred.
| visited personally some of the leaders of the movement,
and they told me that they certainly did not
believe in the divinity of Christ; in fact, | failed to
discover any one point of Christian belief that they
did believein....Ten years ago Protestantism had
avery good outlook in Japan, and many highly educated
Japanese embraced it. But it took the ‘advanced
thinkers' among the converts only ayear or
two to out-Spencer Spencer, and to-day the vernacular
Protestantism of Japan is getting on as best asit can
without any burning or shining light whatsoever.
The burning and shining lights--in other words, the
leading native ecclesiastics--became all of them 'philosophers,’
and, while still professing to be Christians,
attempted to call in German and other materialism to
their aid. The English and American missionary
bodies to which they belonged, naturally objected. The
American Episcopa Church of Japan fell foul of Dr.
Sagiura, a Japanese minister (who has had, by the
way, the advantage of an excellent American education),
who denied the miraculous birth of Christ.
Many of the leading Japanese clergymen resigned;
and, in another direction, the organ of the Lutheran
Church in Japan, a magazine which maintained that
the Bible is arevelation, was discontinued because 'no
suitable editor could be found who was prepared to



defend such atheory.™

Mr. Penman quotes a Japanese writer in a Tokyo
magazine as follows:--

"Can it be said that our Christian philosophy has
been any more successful than our preaching of morality?
| trow not. After attempting to call in German
materialism to the aid of Christianity with poor
results, our philosophers fell back on the ultra-idealism
of Brahmanism and Buddhism, with the outcome
that they have gradually explained away the personality
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of the Christian God, reducing him to amere

controlling force, or to afixed law called Temmei.

What possibility is there of building a system of morality
on belief in the existence of such an entity as

this?...If we ask what amount of real faith in

Christianity there exists in this country, the answer

must be discouraging. Christians dispute about opinions
and discuss this doctrine and that, but beneath

it al, it seemsto me, thereislittlereal belief. Christianity,
in coming to us, has had the advantage of

being associated with a system of civilization whose
merits are acknowledged. It has been represented as
part and parcel of that civilization, and hence hasin

the past received a certain amount of prestige that it
isno longer likely to retain. The feeling of the nation

in reference to the various elements composing

what is called Western civilization has changed, and
hence Christianity is no longer likely to be regarded

as an inseparable part of that civilization. If things
proceed thus, in thirty years Christianity in Japan

will be effaced.”

We cannot vouch for the correctness of these
pessimistic views of the Protestant situation in Japan:
doubtless honest people view these things through
various spectacles. We do know, however, that Mr.
Penman's picture corresponds well with what we see
right here at home--that the colleges and theological
seminaries of this so called Christian land are hot-beds
of infidelity called "advanced thought,” "higher
criticism,” "Evolution," etc. We cannot wonder,
then, that the same spirit has reached Japanese institutions:
nor can we wonder that the Japanese, less
bound to the Bible by traditions of the past, should
be more free to speak and act out their unbelief;--
especially when popularity, the masses of the people,
etc., would all favor such a course.

Surely the shaking and sifting will be thorough
(Heb. 12:26); for it isthe Lord that is back of it,
wishing to thoroughly separate the little handful of
wheat from the vast quantity of tares constituting
nominal "Christendom," "Babylon." We may be
sure, however, that not one grain of the true wheat
will be neglected by the great Reaper.--Matt. 24:24.



SEEKING 2,000,000 HEADS OF WHEAT AND TARES FOR
"METHODISM'S BIG FLOCK."

The public press has the following announcement:--

"METHODISTS SEEKING 2,000,000 CONVERTS.

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY MOVEMENT HAS OPENED
OFFICESIN CHICAGO.

200,000 WORKERS ENLISTED.

GREATEST HARVEST OF THE YEAR'SREVIVALS EXPECTED
IN THE LARGE CITIES.

"CHICAGO, Sept. 8.--The twentieth century movement
of the Methodist Episcopal Church to save
2,000,000 soulsiswell under way.

"Bishop James M. Thoburn proposed the plan
at the General Conference of the church in May. It
has been the chief topic at the ministers' meetings.

The order has gone to the Bishops and will be handed

down to each member of the church. Briefly, the

scheme isto have 200,000 members each pledge themselves
to bring ten converts into the church before

Dec. 31, 1901. The Methodist church is so thoroughly
organized that the movement will be carried out without

a hitch throughout the country.

"W. W. Cooper, secretary of the movement, has
opened an office in the Methodist Church Block, in
Chicago.

"'A large part of the work ought to be done in
the big cities,' says Mr. Cooper. 'Thisisthe beginning
of arevival that will extend through the first
half of the coming century. Every organization connected
with the church will be utilized to further this
grand plan. Thereis much dead timber in the church,
which, it is hoped, will respond to this invitation to
extend the influence of Christ.

"It is quite true that church membership is not
increasing in ratio to the census, so the Methodist
Church has decided to start agreat agitation.™

Last year witnessed a decrease in Methodist numbers,
and this and other offsets are proposed. No
doubt results will follow. It isas much a part of this
harvest work to gather the tares into "bundles" and
"bind" them, asit isto gather the "wheat" into the
light and liberty wherewith Christ makes free and
safein his"garner." Should any ripe "wheat" be
gathered into these "bundles," we may surely expect
them to be gathered out again, speedily; for "The
Lord knoweth them that are his," and is calling in a
voice which all histrue ones will hear and recognize
and obey, "Come out of her, my people, that ye be



not partakers of her sins and receive not of her
plagues!"--2 Cor. 6:17; Rev. 18:4.

No doubt this "Twentieth Century Movement"
will spread among all denominations, and favor the
"Union" movement. No doubt also it will lead to an
increased bitterness against present truth and all who
areloyal to it asthe true gospel. It would not surprise
usif thisled to persecution, for no doubt many
now, like Saul of Tarsus, will verily think that in
persecuting the truth and its servants they are doing
God service,
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REV. R. A. TORREY'S ARRAIGNMENT.

At the Convention of Christian workers, Chicago,
Sept. 19, Rev. Torrey, as reported by the Chicago
Evening Post, said:--

"Unbelief isrampant. Many regard it as amark
of intellectual superiority to reject the Bible, and even
faith in God and immortality. It isabout the only
mark of superiority many possess, and perhapsthat is
the reason they cling to it so tenaciously. Many of us
who are professedly orthodox ministers are infidels.
Worldliness is rampant among church members. Many
church members are just as eager as any in the rush
to get rich. They use the methods of the world in the
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accumulation of wealth, and they hold just asfast to

it as any, when they haveit. Many do not believe in
the whole Bible. The book of Genesisis amyth; Jonah
isan alegory; and even the miracles of the Son

of God are questioned. The doctrine of prayer is
old-fashioned, and the doctrine of the Holy Spirit is
sneered at. Conversion is unnecessary, and hell isno
longer believed in. Then look at the fads and errors
that have sprung up out of thisloss of faith....Praylessness
abounds among church members on every

hand. Many Christians spend twice as much time every
day wallowing in the mire of the daily papers as

they do bathing in the cleansing waves of God's holy
Word."

ZIONISM PROSPERING SLOWLY.

While the last Zionist Congress (London, August)
was a success as respects numbers and enthusiasm, it
revealed no progress on the part of itsleadersin the
accomplishment of itsaims, or stepsthereto. The



London Spectator says of it:--

"The main arguments of the speakers are the
horrible position of the Jewsin countries where, asin
Roumania, they are actively persecuted, and the benefit
they may be to Europe, as the vanguard of an army
of intelligence for penetrating Asia. Both are sound
arguments, but some hotter impul se than either would
seem to be required before the majority of Jews will
quit countries to which they are accustomed, for a
country which has for ages been represented to them
as desolate beyond experience. The English Jewsin
particular are too comfortable to move; the Jewsin
professions on the Continent fear to be declared foreigners;
and the poor majority have no means of influencing
the Turkish Government, which is not favorable
to the movement. Some day or other, when the
Seraglio isin acute want of money, a great experiment
will be tried; but meanwhile Zionism is rather
the highly interesting aspiration of a great race, than
apractical design for the restoration of the Jewsto
their own land."

Addressing the Congress and speaking on the
"General Position of the Jew," Dr. Max Nordau is
reported to have said:--

"'Since they began to review the position of the
Jew among the nations, during the sittings of the Congress,
the drama had developed before their eyes, and
every act was progressively heartrending. The book
of Job must be taken to be the picture of the Jewish
position. Anti-Semitism was growing more virulent.
The press of Europe bore testimony to Jews being
cast in prison for a crime to none so revolting asto
the Jew. In Prussiathese ridiculous charges had
received their quietus, and the energetic action of the
Government deserved the best thanks of Jewry.

"'Why are we thus treated? Are we not as human
as our neighbors? Are we not asinnocent? Is
our desire to support our wives and children less laudable
in usthan in them? There have been other religious
persecutions, but none so gruesome.'

"One historical parallel occurred to hismind. In
1729-31 all the Protestants in Salsburg, Austria, were
expelled from their homes on account of religious intolerance.
They took all necessary comforts with
them. Church dignitaries offered them valedictory
blessings, and even accompanied them some distance
towards their new land. King Fredrick William I.
of Prussia offered them a home, and their new neighbors
vied with each other in the heartiness of their
greeting. But the poor 270,000 Jews exiled from
Roumania carry nought but the rags on their backs;
for their sick there was no medical consolation; and
their future was as uncertain as their past was dark.

They are accompanied on their rough road with suspicion
and hatred; are met with repul ses and rebuffs,
and with the cry, ever growing sterner, 'Go further,



further.

ARE THE HEATHEN SAVED OR LOST?

Inconsistency seems to be stamped on every doctrine
and practice of "orthodox" Churchianity. For
instance, point out to them that only one-fifth of the
world's population make the slightest claim to be
Christians, in the most formal sense, and that therefore
the four-fifths who are professedly heathen can
in no sense be saved in Christ, and that unless there be
hope for them in the future, by an awakening from
death to "aresurrection by judgment,” there can be
no other hope; and they will at once reply, Oh, no!
we believe and teach that the heathen can be saved
and go to heaven if they believe in Mohammed or
Buddha or Confucius or some other divinity, if they
do the best they know how.

Y ou ask them, Will not heaven then be a place
of common rather than choice spirits, with such a
preponderance of heathen? and, What advantage then
have Christians? and they are sorely perplexed, but
generally not sufficiently perplexed to start afresh
investigation of the divine Word to see where the
difficulty lies. When we further ask, Why the expenditure
of millions of dollars annually, and the sacrifice
of many lives of missionaries, if the heathen are
saved anyway? they are confused at their own inconsistency.
And if we then inquire, Do you not claim
that the hearing of the gospel, with the natural ear,
brings condemnation to eternal torment if it be rejected?
And do you not admit that the vast majority
of those who thus hear do reject the gospel? And
putting this part of your faith with the other, do you
not admit that one or the other must be wrong, or else
that missionary effort is keeping millions of heathen
people out of heaven?--Then they are confused and
want (not to search for the truth but) to change the
subject and stop thinking lest they lose their "faith.”
Poor things, they hold fast to their nonsensical delusions,
calling them faith!

But now, in line with the above, we have another
question to propound to so-called Orthodoxy, based
on the following clipping from the daily press:--
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"POPULATION ANNIHILATED.

"FIVE THOUSAND CHINESE DRIVEN INTO THE
AMUR RIVER, WHERE THEY PERISHED MISERABLY.
SHOT IF THEY ATTEMPTED TO LAND.



"LONDON, Sept. 21.--'Authentic accounts have
been received here,' says the Moscow correspondent
of the Standard, 'of a horrible massacre at Blagovestchensk,
which was undoubtedly carried out under direct
orders from the Russian authorities, and which
then let loose the tide of slaughter through Amur.

"'The entire Chinese population of 5,000 souls
was escorted out of town to a spot five miles up the
Amur, and then, being led in batches of afew hundred
to the river bank, were ordered to cross over to
the Chinese side. No boats were provided and the
riverisamilewide. The Chinese were flung alive
into the stream and were stabbed or shot at the least
resistance, while Russian volunteers, who lined the
bank, clubbed or shot any who attempted to land.

Not one escaped adive. Theriver bank for mileswas
strewn with corpses.™

It isthe claim of certain religious journals, and
of many ministers of the gospel, that the present war
in Chinafor the protection of ministers and missions
isaholy war in the interest of Christianity and its
civilization, as against heathenism and its civilization.
Now our question is whether thiswar is adding to the
population of heaven or of hell, according to "orthodoxy"?
It issurely avery important and proper
guestion from their standpoint. Let us see; the succoring
of the ministers and missionaries (every one
of whom no doubt would have been passported to
heaven by his own denomination) has cost the lives
of probably 50,000 persons thus far, about 5,000 of
the number being soldiers representing Christendom
(asthe Russians of the above clipping). Now did
the entire 50,000 go to heaven?--the heathen because
they did not know of Christ and the soldiers of
"Christendom" because they were "soldiers of the
cross'? If so, then the war aready has saved 50,000
and should be prosecuted vigorously.

If our question be answered negatively,--that the
heathen 45,000 went to torment, and the "Christian”
5,000, being ho more "saints" than the heathen,
went to the same awful fate, then another question
would bein order, namely: Would it not have been
more Christlike for the few rescued ministers and missionaries
to have taken death as martyrs, in their
faith of an immediate entrance to heaven; and to have
allowed the 50,000 thus far dain in the war, to escape
the torture for afew years more at least? How inconsistent
"orthodoxy" isin its every proposition respecting
the very subject it professes to know all
about; viz., the divine plan of salvation!

But how consistent the Bible teaching on these
subjects;--(1) That only consecrated believersin the
atonement are Christians--"saints." (2) That the
vast mgjority of those killed on both sides were merely
"children of thisworld," and not to be reckoned among



the "children of God" whose trial for "glory, honor

and immortality" isnow in progress. (3) That the

hour is coming in the which not only these, but "all

that arein their graves shall hear the voice of the Son

of Man and come forth," the masses "unto [i.e. to

have an opportunity for] aresurrection [raising fully

out of death, in perfect and everlasting conditions]

by judgments,” *disciplines, corrections in righteousness,
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which will prevail toward all men during the
Millennium.

CAN RESTITUTION CHANGE THE ETHIOPIAN'S SKIN?

The following, from the New Y ork World, isthe
third we have seen reported. These suggest and illustrate
the process of restitution soon due. Theitem
reads,--

"FROM BLACK TOWHITE HE SLOWLY TURNED."

"PARKERSBURG, W. VA., Sept. 8.--It hasfallen
to the lot of the Rev. Wm. H. Draper, pastor of the
Logan Memorial Church, of Washington Conference,
A.M.E. Church, of thistown, to give aliving affirmative
answer to the famous Biblical question, "Can
the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his
spots?' Though once as black as charcoal, the
Rev. Mr. Draper is now white. His people say that
his color was changed in answer to prayer. Many
years ago Draper was employed by a fair-skinned man,
and he was often heard to remark that if he could
only be white like his employer he would be happy.
While in the white man's service Draper 'experienced’
religion.

"From that day forward he prayed constantly
and fervently that he might become white. Thirty
years ago his prayer began to be answered. Hefirst
experienced a prickling sensation on his face, and upon
close investigation found a number of small white
spots scarcely larger than the point of apin. He became
alarmed, thinking he had some peculiar disease,
but he did not suffer, and aside from the prickling
sensation felt nothing unusual. Gradually the white
spots became larger and extended themselves, until
now, after the change has been in progress for over
thirty years, Draper has not a single dark spot on his
body.

"Many years ago, before this strange metamorphosis
took place, Mr. Draper was in charge of the
same church he has now. He was popular with his
flock and his departure was a source of great regret.



When he recently returned to Parkersburg there was
great rejoicing among the churchmen because their
favorite pastor was coming back. When, however,
Draper appeared in the pulpit the first Sunday, not
one of the congregation recognized him. In fact, it
was all he could do to convince them that he, awhite
man, was the same old black preacher they had years
before."

*The word in this text (John 5:29) rendered "damnation”
isvery improperly translated. It should be "judgment,” asin
the Revised Version, and in verses 22,27 and 30 of this same
chapter and many other places in the Scriptures where this
word krisis occurs.
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AN INTERESTING QUESTION.
THE SPIRITS OF JUST MEN MADE PERFECT.

Question.--How should we understand the statement
of Heb. 12:23, respecting "the spirits of just men
made perfect"?

Answer.--To appreciate this we must take the statement
in its connections: The Apostle is contrasting the
introduction of the Law Covenant with the introduction
of the New Covenant; and let us remember that altho
the Church isjustified by the blood of Christ, which
seals the New Covenant, nevertheless, the New Covenant
itself is not considered as having gone into effect during
this Gospel age; it is a covenant for the world of mankind,
and the putting of it into effect brings the times
of restitution of all things at the Second Advent. The
Church, altho justified by the sacrifice which sealed the
New Covenant, is really accepted under the Abrahamic
covenant--accepted as the Seed of Abraham--members
of the body of Christ--through which Seed all the
families of the earth are to be blessed under the New
Covenant, sealed at Calvary, during the Millenium.

The Law Covenant, of which Moses was the Mediator,
and which was given at Mount Sinai amid the
thunderings and lightnings and voices, etc., was typical
of the New Covenant of which Christ (Head and
body) is the Mediator, and which is to be introduced to
the world of mankind after the whole body of Christ
has shed its blood and been completed and glorified.
--Acts 3:22; Col. 1:24.

The Apostle draws a parallel between the marching
of Israel from Egypt and the Red Sea, up to Mount
Sinai, where, under the leadership of the priesthood,
they came under the Law Covenant with all who hope



to become God's people, marching under the lead of
Christ and the "royal priesthood" toward another
mountain,--to Mount Zion, the Kingdom of God, the
Millennial Kingdom, following under the banner of the
antitypical Mediator, will come all of God's Isradl, al
who are willing to be delivered from the power of the
antitypical Pharaoh, viz., Satan.

When we consider how the Israglites approached
Mount Sinai as a host, and that they did not all get
there at the same moment nor the same hour, nor even
in the same day, we find the parallél of thisin the fact
that the Lord's people throughout this age have been
gradually approaching this Kingdom--not all at once,
but one after another throughout the age. The last
members of the Royal Priesthood are only getting close
to the Kingdom, Mount Zion, now; and are to be followed
in turn by all the hosts who will become true Israglites
during the Millennia age, when light and
knowledge shall be freely granted.

With this picture before the mind, and reading the
Apostle's words as translated in the Diaglott, we see a
beauty in the expression: We have not approached the
natural mountain with the terrors of the Law, the smoke
and the clouds and thick darkness and lightnings and
voices of words that spoke condemnation and death to
any who erred; but we are approaching, and all of the
Church throughout the age have been approaching,
the glorious Mount Zion, the Kingdom of God, the
Kingdom of blessing.

And what shall we find in this Kingdom when we
have fully reached it? We shall find the heavenly
city, God's Kingdom of power and great glory. We
shall find ourselves introduced to a new company of
brethren--the heavenly host; and we shall find our
loved ones who have traveled with us in the narrow
way, in that first general assembling of the Church of
the First-borns, whose names are written in heaven.
There we shall find our Heavenly Father, the great
Judge of al; there we shall find the spirits, the new
natures of the justified ones fully perfected in the likeness
of their Lord and Head--"We shall be like him,
for we shall seehim asheis." There we shall find
in due time perfected human beings fully restored to
the divine likeness in which father Adam was created;
and there we shall find Jesus, who mediated the New
Covenant; and there we shall ever appreciate the blood
of sprinkling which cleansed us and presented us faultless
before the Father in love.

But altho we are approaching these grand and glorious
things, we are not to expect that they will al be
ushered in in a peaceful manner; on the contrary, as
the Apostle points out (vss. 26,27), there will be a
correspondence between the great time of trouble, with
which the Millennial age and its New Covenant for
mankind will be ushered in, and the way in which the
Law Covenant to the Jews was ushered in--only that



the New Covenant will be ushered in on a much grander
and antitypical plane. There will be a shaking here,
as there was a shaking there; but instead of its being
the physical earth that will shake, it will be the symbolical
earth,--society. And not alone the social structure,
but also the heavens, or ecclesiastical structure,
isto be shaken here. Asthe Apostle's words clearly
intimate, the shaking will be a much more wonderful
one than was its type, even as every antitype is much
greater than itstype. He explains that the shaking
here is to be so thorough that it will shake everything
that is shakeable, and that only the fixed, permanent,
righteous things shall ultimately remain. And those
things that shall be permitted to remain, he declares
(vs. 28) pertain to the Kingdom of God, which isimmoveable,
unshakeable.

It isthis Kingdom toward which all of the Lord's
people march throughout this Gospel age, that will
then be fully attained amidst all that great shaking
and confusion of the great day of trouble which isjust
before us. And as Moses went up into the quaking
mountain, and was lost to the sight of the people below,
so at, and in conjunction with these mighty manifestations
of the time of trouble the entire Church will
be "caught up," gathered to the Lord, changed to his
likeness--passing through the portals of death, tho they
shall not sleep, but be changed in amoment, in the
twinkling of an eye.
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DIVINE CARE FOR THE LOST.
--LUKE 15:1-10.--OCT. 21.--

"Thereisjoy in the presence of the angels
of God over one sinner that repenteth.”

LOST, AS USED in connection with mankind, has

quite a different meaning in the Bible from

th