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THISJOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

THIS Journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system
of Bible Instruction, or "Seminary Extension," now being presented in
all parts of the civilized world by the WATCH TOWER BIBLE &
TRACT SOCIETY, chartered A.D. 1881, "For the Promotion of Christian
Knowledge." It not only serves as a class room where Bible Students
may meet in the study of the divine Word, but also as a channel of
communication through which they may be reached with announcements of
the Society's Conventions and of the coming of its traveling representatives
styled "Pilgrims," and refreshed with reports of its Conventions.

Our "Berean Lessons' are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society's
published " Studies," most entertainingly arranged, and very helpful
to al who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords,
viz., Verbi Dei Minister (V.D.M.), which trandated into English
is, Minister of the Divine Word. Our treatment of the International
S.S. Lessonsis specialy for the older Bible Students and Teachers. By
some this feature is considered indispensable.

This Journal stands firmly for the defence of the only true foundation
of the Christian's hope now being so generally repudiated,--Redemption
through the precious blood of "the man Christ Jesus who gave himself
aransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for all." (I Pet. 1:19;
| Tim. 2:6.) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver
and precious stones (I Cor. 3:11-15; 2 Pet. 1:5-11) of the Word
of God, its further mission isto--"Make all see what is the fellowship
of the mystery which...has been hid in God,...to the intent
that now might be made known by the Church the manifold wisdom of
God"--"which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men



asit isnow reveaed."--Eph. 3:5-9,10.

It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it
seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest subjection to
the will of God in Chrigt, as expressed in the Holy Scriptures. It isthus
free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord hath spoken;--according to
the divine wisdom granted unto us, to understand. Its attitude is not
dogmatical, but confident; for we know whereof we affirm, treading with
implicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It isheld asatrust, to
be used only in his service; hence our decisions relative to what may and
what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment
of his good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his
people in grace and knowledge. And we not only invite but urge our readers
to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference
is constantly made, to facilitate such testing.

TO USTHE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

That the Church is "the Temple of the Living God"--peculiarly "His
workmanship;" that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel age--ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and
the chief corner stone of his Temple, through which, when finished,

God's blessing shall come "to all people,” and they find access to
him.--1 Cor. 3:16,17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polishing, of consecrated believers
in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the last of these
"living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made ready,
the great Master Workman will bring al together in the First Resurrection;
and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium.--Rev. 15:5-8.

That the Basis of Hope, for the Church and the World, liesin the fact that
"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "aransom
for al," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time."--Heb. 2:9; Jno. 1:9; | Tim. 2:5,6.

That the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
asheis," be "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory as
hisjoint-heir.--I John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.

That the present mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints for
the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be God's
witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priestsin the
next age.--Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.

That the hope for the World liesin the blessings of knowledge and opportunity
to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom--the restitution
of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient,
at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church--when all the
wilfully wicked will be destroyed.--Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

CHARLEST. RUSSELL, Editor.

LETTERS FOR THE EDITOR SHOULD BE SENT TO ALLEGHENY, PA., U.SA.
BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS AND REMITTANCES
--ADDRESS TO--
WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY,
"BIBLE HOUSE," 610, 612, 614 ARCH ST., ALLEGHENY, PA., U.SA.



--ORTO--
BRITISH BRANCH--24 EVERSHOLT ST., LONDON, N.W.

GERMAN BRANCH--MIRKER STR., 45, ELBERFELD.

AUSTRALASIAN BRANCH--EQUITABLE BLDG., COLLINS ST., MELBOURNE

PRICE, $1.00 (4S.) A YEAR IN ADVANCE.
MONEY MAY BE SENT BY EXPRESS, BANK DRAFT, POSTAL ORDER, OR REGISTERED.
FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES BY FOREIGN MONEY ORDERS, ONLY.
TERMSTO THE LORD'S POOR AS FOLLOWS:--
All Bible Students who, by reason of old age, or other infirmity or
adversity, are unable to pay for this Journal, will be supplied FREE if
they send a Postal Card each June stating their case and requesting its
continuance. We are not only willing, but anxious, that all such be on
our list continually and in touch with the Studies, etc.

THISJOURNAL ISPUBLISHED IN THE
FRENCH, GERMAN, SWEDISH, DANISH AND ITALIAN LANGUAGES.
SAMPLE COPIES FREE.

The publishers of the Dispatch notify us that they will continue
to report Brother Russell's weekly discourses during 1907;
and we accordingly notify our readers that they may send their
subscriptions TO US at once. Indeed we have guaranteed the
Dispatch a certain number of subscriptions.

We suggested that if the price were cheaper more would subscribe,
but the Dispatch says the weekly sermons should be
worth the price aside from the best news service in the world.
Its publishers supply the paper to us at clubbing rates, but refuse
to allow usto quote a less price than they charge, namely,
$6.00 per year.

We adjust matters thus: For $6.00, the price of the Dispatch
(2c each), we will send the Dispatch and three dollars
worth of any other publications from our Catalogue (Dec. 1,
'06). Or, if you subscribe for the Dispatch for 6 months,
through us, we will present it to you free for the following six
months. Or you can send us three dollars and authority to
charge the balance of $3 against your Tract Fund remittance.

WATCH TOWER BINDERS.

These are substantially made of stiff cloth boards, and can
hold two years' issues of the WATCH TOWER. They prevent



soiling and loss. Price, postpaid, 50c.

R3913: page 3
1907--OUR YEAR TEXT--1907

OUR book of "Daily Heavenly Manna' is evidently
being greatly used of the

Lord for the blessing of the

household of faith. The bringing

thus of amorsel of meat from the

storehouse of Truth, with acomment

upon it, at the beginning of

each day, is evidently tending toward

the strengthening of the new

nature, the new mind, by continually

directing it in the ways marked

out in the Lord's Word. Additionally

our year-texts are helpful, as

tending to remind us along the

lines of our general duty, asthe daily

texts refresh us and strengthen

us along particular lines. We have

had thisin mind in the choosing of this text, and believe
it to be one the frequent consideration of which will be
profitable--and the value of all these spiritual refreshments
is enhanced by the realization that the minds,

the hearts, of the Lord's people everywhere are being
similarly stirred and refreshed along the same lines.

As announced in aprevious issue we have this
year'stextsin large supply, very elegantly gotten up
and at atrifling cost, so that none need do without
them--none need be deprived of this help and encouragement.
Desiring that every reader of this journal
should have the comfort and profit of this means of
grace--this assistance in the narrow way--we have
made the prices extremely low, simply to cover cost,
but additionally now propose that if there be any of you
who cannot afford to purchase we will take pleasurein
supplying you without charge: that thus we may assist
in washing the feet of the Lord's disciples-—-assist in
cleansing them from earthly defilements and thusin
preparing them for the heavenly courts.

TO WHOM ISOUR TEXT APPLICABLE

The Apostle does not address the world, however
morally well disposed they may be. None has an interest
in the things above unlessfirst of all he has
heard of Jesus as the Redeemer, renounced sin and
fled to the Savior for refuge--justification. He must
have gone even further than this to have an interest in
the things above: he must have consecrated his justified
life, presenting it aliving sacrifice to the Lord



(Rom. 12:1), and been accepted of the Lord and been
begotten again of the holy Spirit, and thus have started
his experiences as a spirit being--a New Creature in
Christ Jesus.

It iswell for usto have continually in mind the
sharp distinction which the Scriptures draw as between
the natural man and the New Creature. The
natural man, however well disposed, is of the earth
earthy. This does not signify that he must be sensual,
degraded, devilish; for, on the contrary, some
natural men have very fine characters indeed, considering
that they are sharers with all of mankind in the
degradation of the fall. Adam thus was a natural man
in his perfection, in the image of God. He could not
set his affections on things above, for he had no revelation
respecting them, no hopes or prospects centered
there. Hisinterests, in harmony with his nature,
were earthly. So it will be also in the future age.
While mankind under the blessings of restitution will
be restored to the full perfection of human nature lost
through Adam, redeemed by the precious blood of
Christ (Acts 3:19-21), although they will be reverencing
the heavenly laws, messages, authorities, they will,
properly enough, be giving their thought and attention
largely to earthly things--appreciating especially the
restitution blessings, privileges, opportunities that
will then be afforded them.

THE CHRISTIAN'S CONFLICT

It is because the Lord has called us out of the
world to constitute the New Creation, his "body," his
"Bride," to share with him his spiritual, heavenly glories
and honors, therefore we should ever keep thisin
mind and strive for these things, for "even hereunto
wereye called."--1 Pet. 2:21. Called to "glory, honor
and immortality,” it remains for us to make this calling
and election sure. (Rom. 2:7; 2 Pet. 1:10.) Again he
reminds us, "Let us fear lest a promise having been
left us of entering into his rest [the heavenly rest] any
of you should seem to come short of it."--Heb. 4:1.

The Apostle forewarns us that we must not forget
that, although we are reckoned by the Lord and by
ourselves and by the brethren as dead according to the
flesh and alive according to the spirit, nevertheless we
have this treasure of the new life in the earthen vessel,
which is only reckoned dead, but which redly isvery
much alive and constitutes our chief enemy. Not that
we have two wills and are thus double-minded (Jas. 1:8).
Thank God, No! We have only the one will,
and it isfully devoted to the Lord according to the
terms of its consecration. But this one new will can
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not have its new body until it provesitself worthy of it,



and then will gain it as areward in the resurrection.
Meantime the conflict is on between the new will (which
has no body of its own kind) and the old flesh (which
has no will of its own kind). In order to be a conqueror
the new will must struggle with the old flesh,
and by the Lord's assistance keep it under, in subjection
until the end of the course, until literally dead.

The Apostle assures us that in proportion as the
new mind, the New Creature, grows on the spiritual
food, the promises of the Lord's Word--in proportion
asit affiliates with other New Creatures and is thus
strengthened and sustained by the holy Spirit granted
to al such, it grows stronger and stronger for its conflict
with the world and the flesh and the Adversary.
It cannot hope to conquer the Adversary nor the world,
even though it may resist them; but it is encouraged
to hope for victory in its combat with the flesh. The
Apostle's assurance along thisline is that "If the Spirit
of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in
you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth
inyou." (Rom. 8:11.) If the power of God was sufficient
to quicken and energize the dead body of Jesus,
surely heis able as well aswilling to make it sufficient
for us--to give us the victory over our flesh to the
extent that sin need not reign in (dominate) our mortal
bodies, but instead we, as New Creatures, will be
able to use them more and more efficiently in the service
of our Lord, to whom we have pledged our all.

WHY SET OUR AFFECTIONS ABOVE?

Since the new mind (the will) has no way of expressing
itself except through the mortal body, and
since the latter is prone to sin through inherited weaknesses,
the new mind has a difficult task before it to
rise from the grovelling things of sin and the sordidly
selfish conditions surrounding everything at the present
time to the grand heights of perfect love and unselfishness
inculcated by the Spirit of the Lord, by
which we have been begotten. Realizing that the tendency
of the fallen flesh is continually downward, the
New Creature is obliged to make heroic efforts to overcome
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the tendencies of the flesh and the spirit of the

world in order that he may live in the world as not of

the world, but on the contrary as a New Creature, a
spiritual or heavenly creature, merely tabernacling for
awhile with men in abody of flesh, far from perfect or
acceptable to himself. Since, then, the constant tendency
of the flesh is downward and in opposition to

the new mind, it follows that those even who have already
consecrated to the Lord need to reset or reestablish

their affections on the heavenly things continually.



A little carelessness, alittle looking away from the

things which God hath in reservation for them that

love him, alittle putting of our minds and affections

on earthly things, earthly hopes, earthly ambitions,

earthly prospects, would speedily mean great loss to

us--the revival, the strengthening of the old nature and

the proportionate weakening of the new, and correspondingly
agreat backset as respects the race we are

running for the heavenly crown, the prize of our high

caling in Christ Jesus.

Isit any wonder then that the Apostle urges the
Lord'sfaithful onesto set their affections on things
above and not on things on earth? Surely not! It
was his duty to remind us of the danger along thisline
and our duty to remind ourselves continually and to
remind each other of the necessity for setting, fixing
our affections, our minds, our hearts, more and more
firmly on the heavenly things. It iswith thisin view
that the Scriptures have been provided us as aguide
to our new minds, and the throne of grace has been
opened to us that we may come there, too, and obtain
mercy and find grace to help in every time of need.
And the same gracious Provider hasin these days
given to the household of faith still further meat in
due season whereby we may be strong in the Lord and
in the power of his might. At atime when earthly
things are more attractive, more seductive than ever
before in the world's history, the L ord opens before
his faithful ones still clearer views of the heavenly
crown, heavenly glories, honors and privileges and
blessings, that they thus may give the strength to the
new mind which will offset the seductive influences
affecting us through the flesh.

HELPS OR HINDRANCES, WHICH?

We have today in the advancement of art, in the
increase of wealth, in the better homes and their better
furnishments, in improved roads and landscapes
and more artistic clothing, in pictures and music and
conveniences and wider business prospects and opportunities,
in the conveniences of mail, telegraph and
telephone--in al these things we have a hundred-fold
more to attract our minds and ambitions and desires
to the earth and earthly things than had our forefathers
of even acentury ago. How needful it was that
the Lord should open simultaneously to his faithful a
clearer understanding of his Word and plan--of the
riches of his grace and his lovingkindness toward us,
his wonderful provisions which eye hath not seen nor
ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of the
natural man, but which God hath revealed unto us by
his Spirit. (I Cor. 2:9.) Moreover, by the same Word
we can see that these heavenly glories are nigh, even
at the door, and that the earthly joys, ambitions and
prospects under present conditions will be transitory,



leading to the great time of trouble and anarchy which
will blight every earthly prospect and at the same time
mean the realization of our heavenly hopes and prospects
and the ushering in of the glorious Kingdom of
God's dear Son for the blessing of the world in
general.

The means for the dissemination of thislight of
Present Truth for our aid is undoubtedly of the Lord.
Thisjournal, under the Lord's providence, cheers,
comforts, and helps to inspire with fresh zeal and
courage for the heavenly race about 50,000 of the Lord's
advancing followers twice a month (we are now publishing
about 30,000 at each issue, and estimate that this
represents approximately 50,000 readers). The DAWNS,
as Helping Hands and Bible Keys, are in the homes of
nearly 2,000,000 of the most intelligent of the Lord's
people, many of whom we find are considerably interested
yet not on the WATCH TOWER list. (We deplore
this fact: we would like to have on our lists, even
though free, asto the Lord's poor, every child of God
interested in Present Truth. We suggest to our readers
cooperation along thisline)

An additional aid in setting our affections on
things above is the fellowship of the brethren and participation
with them in Berean Studies, DAWN Circles
for Bible Study, and Prayer and Testimony meetings
for mutual upbuilding in the fruits and graces of the
Spirit through ministries of the Truth, in proportion
asthey are found helpful and valuable in aiding us to
lose the spirit of the world and to receive more and
more the Spirit of Christ--to set our affections on things
above, and not on things on the earth.

HELPFULNESS OF METHOD AND RESOLUTION

The whole world is rapidly learning the value of
method and resol ution--learning that wobbling and
indecision are responsible for the majority of failures,
learning that a positiveness of will, of intention, is
necessary to every good or noble result. As Christians
--as disciples of Jesus, as soldiers of the cross, followers
of the Lamb--we need to have this great fact well
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impressed upon our hearts. All of the Lord's teachings
are in accord with this. He instructsusthat in
order to be acceptable to the Father at all we must
make afull self-surrender, turn over an entirely new leaf,
because we are now New Creaturesin Christ Jesus, to
whom old things have passed away and all things have
become new--new motives, new hopes, new aspirations,
new relationships, new rules, a new mind, afixity of
the will for the Lord and his righteousness.

"A double-minded man is unstablein al hisways,"
hence the Lord does not expect the double-minded



amongst his true followers, running in the race for the
prize of the high calling. On the contrary, he instructs
those who would be his disciples, his members, to sit
down first and count the cost. Those who love sin and
itsjoys and sorrows would not be acceptable to the
Lord as members of his Bride class. He desires only
those who, after counting the cost--the renouncement
of earthly things and ambitions, etc., in favor of the
heavenly blessings, hopes, promises and joys--do with
full purpose of heart give themselves unreservedly to
the Lord, to henceforth be his at any and every cost,
with the understanding that if we suffer with him we
shall reign with him, if we be dead with him we shall
aso live with him, and with the resolution to count all
earthly ambitions, opportunities and hopes but asloss
and dross that we may win Christ and be found in him
--members of his body.

Whoever takes this step of full consecration does
the proper thing and realizes a blessing, and that blessing
will continue and increase in proportion as the
same spirit continues to guide and control in al the
little affairs of life. If a Christian at all, hiswill is
fixed so far asits general purpose and direction go;
nevertheless this is not enough--there might be a firmness,
apositiveness of the will as respects the great
fact of consecration, yet a slackness as respects the
little details of everyday life. Our suggestion isthat
thisfixity of purpose should be extended to al of life's
matters--that the words of our mouths, the meditations
of our hearts, and so far as possible every act of
life might speak forth the praises of him who hath called
us out of darkness into his marvellous light. Whoever
takes this position is setting, fixing, establishing
his affections, his mind, his heart on things above, and
loosening them as respects things of earth.

Such will grow the more rapidly, the more thriftily.
On the contrary those who, even with fixity of will, rule
their mortal bodies slackly, too leniently, are in danger
of failing to come off more than conquerors, failing
to become members of thelittle flock. They arein
danger of becoming members of the great company,
for whose development it will be necessary that they
pass through atime of trouble for the washing of their
robes in the blood of the Lamb and for the devel opment
of character thereby. Much better isit that we
develop this character in harmony with the Lord's
Word without the bitter experiences, but with, on the
contrary, the continued assurance of the Lord's favor
and smile, encouragement and blessing upon our endeavors
to set our affections on things above, to cut
loose from the earthly things, and to take a firm stand
in even the small affairs of life for the Lord and his
cause in harmony with the directions of his Word.

Let us unite our hearts and our prayers the one for
the other, that this Y ear-Text may be deeply impressive
to al of us and deeply helpful, for we realize that



its admonition is from the Lord and is the essence of
wisdom, the wisdom that cometh from above.
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REPORTS FROM OUR FOREIGN BRANCHES

REPORT FROM BRITISH BRANCH, 1906

25 Eversholt St., London, N.W., England
DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL :--

Herewith | forward to you reports of the WATCH
TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY'Swork in Great Britain
for the fiscal year. Itisnot all that we could have
desired and hoped for, but all that we were able to attain.
In some respects, | am sure, you will be pleasurably
surprised at the good results. My chief cause for
regret is the slowness of the colporteur work here. |
realize, too, that thisin some respects is the most important
branch of the service--for the dissemination of
the Truth--for the finding of the wheat, for the gathering
of it into the garner. | regret the fact that our
sales of DAWN, Val. |, during the past year were not
so large even as during the previous year, whereasin
all reason, with the love and zeal and knowledge which
the friends of the Truth here seem to possess, we
should have put at least five times as many into circulation.
| trust that the fault is not mine: that | am
doing all in my power to forward this important branch
of the service.

How | wish some of the dear friends of the cause
here, of good address, and unencumbered, could see
their way clear to enter this grand work. Truly, asthe
Master said in the harvest of the Jewish age, The
fields are white for the harvest but the laborers are
few. Would that all of the dear ones here might fall
in line with the Master's exhortation, "Pray ye the Lord
of the harvest that he would send forth more laborers
into his vineyard": | should hope that as a result of
such earnestness and prayers quite a good many would
quickly be saying, "Lord, here am I! accept my little
service--send me!" And if this should include some
who can only give apart of one or two days a week
from business or household duties, as| understand is
the case with many in the United States, we would be
glad to assign to such what territory they could profitably
use nearer at home. | do trust that next year's report
will show a great advance in the service of our Kingin
this most valuable department. We have plenty of
territory as yet untouched. We feel ashamed to ask
aid from the American laborers for thisfield, yet would
be very glad indeed if some of them were here to assist



us, to stimulate us, to put more vimin us.

Since our last report of ayear ago there has been
considerable work done in Wales and Ireland, in both of
which there is now a considerable and growing interest.

We had two General Conventions during the year,
both of which were very profitable and deeply interesting,
besides which some Pilgrim work was done, including
that by Brother Barton, whom you so kindly
sent to us and whose ministries we so greatly
appreciated.

Y ou will note that the volunteer report this year
shows well: those of the brethren who did take part
have worked hard, and the year shows larger than any
before in the distribution of free literature. We are
preparing for a great campaign next year, not forgetting
that the time is short and that the privilege and
opportunity of serviceis grand beyond compare. We
hope for more volunteers this year, too. Asthe Truth
takes hold of our hearts more and more and its spirit
energizes us, we will be wanting to do with our might
what our hands find to do--and there is so much to be
done! How can we be idle or careless or indifferent
or overcharged with the cares of thislife while we have
the opportunity of serving such a Master and of telling
such good tidings?

The Tract Fund donations, you will notice, have
considerably increased over previous years--another
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evidence of the deepening of the work of grace in the
heart. When the Truth touches the pocket-book, so
that such donations are offered without request, without
an appeal, without urging and without collections, it
means considerable of love for the Lord, for the Truth,
and for the brethren.

Praying divine grace and blessing upon yourself
and all the dear brethren, and with much love, | am,

Y our fellow-laborer, J. HEMERY.

SUMMARY OF WORK ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH THE BRITISH
BRANCH

DAWNS and STUDIES, various bindings, sold............... 23,987
DAWNS in magazine form.........cccceeeeveevnevnnnnnnn, 1,898

Total number of DAWNS and STUDIES put into circulation..25,885
Total number of Booklets, Hymn Books and Manna sold..... 7,897
Total number of Tracts and TOWERS circulated free....1,159,000

(Expressed in usual form of tract pages)............ 30,195,800
Letters and cards received at this office................ 7,825
Letters and cards sent out from this office.............. 8,150

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Expenditures L. sd.



"Pilgrim" and Convention expenses.................. 104 010
Cost of Tracts, postage and office expenses......... 1318 2 5

TOtal .o 1422 3 3
Donationsto Tract Fund..............ccceueeenneee. 90814 0
Deficit for year 1906.........cccceoeveerenennne 513 9 3

45 Mirker St., Elberfeld, Germany.
DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:--

| send you with this areport of the Society's work
done through its German Branch during the past year.
It has been a great year with us, ayear of great activity,
as the report shows. And yet along some lines we
might feel discouraged did we not know what to expect
inthis"harvest" time. We are always glad to have
your sympathies, your love and your prayersin this
part of the harvest field. The oneness of the Lord's
cause is sustaining us, not only financially but in every
way. It certainly encourages the less numerous friends
of the Truth on this Continent to know of the prosperity
and the love of the Lord's people in other parts of
theworld. We rejoice that the Truth is made more
and more accessible to the hungering ones of various
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nations through its publications in many languages.

We seem to be unable to accomplish much in that
very important department of the harvest work--the
colporteur field. We are ashamed of the small showing
in this particular, although books are sold at an
extremely low price and although thereis alarge middle
class of people here who are able to purchase. We
seem not to have been able to find the right method for
impressing them with their need of these helpsin Bible
Study. Indeed, one great difficulty isthat good, well-meaning
people here are full of prejudice, while those
who get free from the prejudice and superstition seem
very generaly to fall into Socialism, with its earthly
aims and prospects, ignoring the Bible, or into open
infidelity and antagonism to everything religious. |
remember that it isyour opinion that great numbers of
DAWNS could be sold here if we only get at the proper
method. | have been endeavoring to find that method
and will still endeavor.

Y ou will be glad to learn that quite a work of grace
isin progress amongst those who have received the
Truth. Many of them have been subjected to calumny



and opposition of various kinds, but now seem to be
learning that the "disciple is not above his Lord"--
learning to overcome their trials. Letters from these
dear soldiers of the cross bring many messages of love
and sympathy and requests for remembrances in
prayer. The Truthisrooting and grounding them in
character, so that none of the attacks of the Adversary
move them. Others are fearful and need our tender
care, words of sympathy, etc.

Our principal work accomplished has been in the
distribution of free literature, some of which, we trust,
will ultimately prove to be good seed in good hearts,
bringing forth abundantly to the Master's praise.

During the year we received 2474 |etters and sent
out 1433. Many of these were answered by the mailing
of free literature and others by post-card replies.

We had one Convention this year which was very
interesting and we trust very profitableto al. We
made four extended "Pilgrim" tours (with frequent visits
to neighboring towns). The mileage covered in
these tours was 7625--one of them extended a considerable
distanceinto Russia. Through these various
methods, by voice and pen and printed page we trust
that we have succeeded in bringing the Truth before a
considerable number, and that some of these are the
Lord'sjewels.

Here | mention that | read with concern your kind
words of admonition in the November 1st TOWER,
"Gathering or Scattering. Which?' | hope and pray
that the love of Christ may constrain us each and all
more and more to be of "one mind," "one mouth," " of
the same judgment,” having the "samelove." How
well meant and tender-hearted are the Apostl€'s words
along thislinein Rom. 12:16; 15:6; | Cor. 1:10; 2:16;
2 Cor. 13:11; Phil. 1:27; 2:2; | Pet. 3:8; 4:1.

Y our brother and servant in our dear Redeemer,

O. A. KOETITZ.

SUMMARY OF WORK ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH THE GERMAN
BRANCH

DAWNS sold, various bindings,..........ccccceeereeuenne. 2,805
DAWNS issued, magazine form.........cc.ccocvevvennenne. 3,250

Sample TOWERS and Tracts free (stated in tract pages)5,600,000
FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Cost of Tracts, postage, samples, Pilgrim expenses,
rent, light, heat, &tC.......ccoeveeveviennee. $3,990.82
Volunteer Donations to the Tract Fund................ 1,802.81

Deficit for 1906........ccccovvvevericrieieeerenne 2,188.01



[Thismission, now several years old, is under the
genera care of the colored brother who sends this report.
Thus far the work is almost exclusively among
the blacks. However, alittle interest is being aroused
amongst the whites lately and we will assist them as
opportunity may offer.]

DEAR BRO. RUSSELL :--
We send you herein our General Report for the
fiscal year 1906. Our tongues can but feebly express
the gratitude we feel for our heavenly Father's leadings
during ayear so fraught with wonderful experiences
for usall. Wefeel like David when he said, "Truly God
isgood to Israel, even to those who are of apure heart.”
We are pleased to say that the spiritual condition
of al the brethren is constantly growing better and the
number of interested onesis gradually increasing. We
were agreeably surprised at the many inquiries from
strangers who had come in contact with colporteurs
or with tracts bearing our address stamp. Some of
these we are continually watering with DAWNS and
TOWERS and they give evidence of genuine interest.
The Pilgrim service has been used effectively and
chiefly to establish an assembly in Montego Bay, the
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second city of importance in the Island, situated in the
west. The Adversary was strenuously opposed to it
and gave us much trouble, but he who is on our side
proved to be mightier than al those who are against
us; and now there are about a dozen brethren and
deeply interested ones in regular attendance: and

Bro. Condell is rendering good service.

The inconvenient situation of the brethren in the
country parts as well asthe difficulty of reaching them
prevented us from paying them Pilgrim visits as often
aswedesired. We made two trips during the year
which took in all the assemblies except Cedar Valley,
covering a distance of 362 miles and holding sixteen
semi-private meetings and two public ones. In addition
to these we held three public meetings in Kingston
which have done much to arouse some of the sleeping
ones.

The Colporteurs have done better work this year,
though they were not able to go out as constantly as last
year. The whole number engaged was 17, four of whom
gave al their time.

Number of DAWN volumes sold...........ccoeveveunennee. 2,210



The Colporteur brethren should be specially mentioned:
the work hereis extremely hard, even distressing,
and we are sure that it is only the love of the Truth
that would lead anyoneto give up hislifetoit.

There are no facilities for traveling or for conveying
books. All thework is done in the mountains and
brethren have to walk from 20 to 60 miles, carrying on
their shoulders from 15 to 30 books. It isdifficult
traveling over the mountains and into the valleys, sometimes
being overtaken by rain, deeping out often at
night because unable to find lodging, and, being disappointed
many times in deliveries, have to return long
distances with the books they carried. And yet some
of them call it ajoyful privilege to be so engaged.
Their appreciation is shown by the fact that others are
joining the ranks. The physical condition of our colporteurs
in general isvery poor: at one time during
the year every one was sick and the work had to stop.

OUTPUT IN COSTA RICA

Brother Hudson is the only one col porteuring there.
Y our brother in Christ, J. A. BROWNE.
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OUR ADVOCATE, THE WORLD'S MEDIATOR

"Yearenot of theworld, even as| am not of the
world," for "I have chosen you out of the world."

THESE words of Jesus respecting his Church clearly express
the wide difference in his relationship to the

two. Again, when praying for his followers, he said,

"I pray not for the world, but for them that thou hast given
me:" "that they may be one"--"that the world may believe."
(John 17:9,11,21.) Here again the Church and the world

are kept separate and distinct, and although the prayer was
exclusively for the Church, he clearly intimates his love and

interest in the world. He prayed not for the world because
R3915: page 7

the world's time for trial for life eternal had not yet come:
he prayed for the Church because itstime of trial had already
begun--because therefore it needed the divine grace
imparted.

Our Lord'sinterest in the world will be fully manifested



in duetime. He hasalready given hislife with aview

to the world's blessing--he tasted death for every man; but
now in the present age his chief interest isin the Church,
which ishisbody. The development of the Churchisa
necessary step in the divine plan before the blessing of the
world in general can be accomplished. Asit was necessary
that Christ should come as the Seed of Abraham, so also it
was necessary that the Church, his body, his Bride, should
be devel oped as members of the same Seed before their
work could be accomplished, "In thy Seed shall all the families
of the earth be blessed." Thus the Apostle's words are
clearly applicable to the Church: "If ye be Christ's, then are
ye Abraham's Seed, and heirs according to the promise”--
heirs of the promise that through you, as members of Chrigt,
ablessing shall proceed to all the families of the earth.--
Gal. 3:29.

ALIENS, STRANGERS AND FOREIGNERS

What constitutes the distinction between the Church and
the world may properly be asked. Why should the Lord
favor one class more than another during this Gospel age?
We answer that the distinctions between the classesis the
basis for the difference in the divine dealings: the Church
are those who are hungering and thirsting after righteousness
--desiring to know and to do the Lord's will, walking
after the spirit of hislaw to the best of their ability, not
after the flesh. God is pleased to accept such, and to make
known to them the riches of his grace in Christ Jesus, and
to receive them into his family by the adoption which isin
Christ Jesus.

But as for the world, the Scriptures clearly set forth
that its children are strangers, aliens, foreigners, enemies of
God through wicked works. They have not the spirit or
disposition to be sons; they have suffered so severely through
the fall that they are quite alienated from God and considerably
in sympathy with sin and injustice, so that they do not
desire to walk after the spirit of God's law but prefer to
walk after the flesh. Notwithstanding the sin and imperfection,
injustice, hypocrisy, double dealings, etc., they love the
world and the things of the world; they do not love righteousness
and hate iniquity in such degree asto recognize that all
unrighteousnessis sin, that they themselves are full of blemishes
and imperfections, and therefore justly under divine
condemnation as unworthy of eternal life amongst the perfect
and holy.

Not seeing their need of the great Physician the worldly
are not listening in that direction and do not hear his voice.
The Gospel message sent hither and thither throughout the
world during this Gospel age has been sifting, separating--
electing--the lovers of righteousness and Truth and God from
the lovers of sin and selfishness and those who are in sympathy
with them. Theresult isahousehold of faith, anong whom
there are not many wise, not many great, not many learned, not
many noble, not many atogether who enjoy the divine favor
and blessing and privileges of this present time. On the



other hand are the great mass of mankind, still outside of
divine recognition, still under condemnation, still children of
wrath, still in darkness and ignorance respecting the divine
character and plan, which thus far they have not been counted
worthy to understand, because "The secret of the Lord is
with them that reverence him, and he will show them his
covenant."--Psa. 25:14.

"WE HAVE AN ADVOCATE"

Seeing the distinction which God's Word sets forth between
the Church and the world, it does not surprise us to
learn that totally different terms express the relationship of
Christ to the Church and to the world. Heis our Advocate
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now, and by and by he will be the world's Mediator. A mediator
is one who interposes between two persons who are
at variance, with aview to reconciling them. Thus the Scriptures
teach that there is "one Mediator between God and
man, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for
all, to betestified in duetime.” (1 Tim. 2:5,6.) The due
time for this testimony to be known, as the Scriptures clearly
show, will be the Millennial age, the period of our Lord's
reign, his mediatorial reign, as some have expressed it--a
reign as a mediator for the purpose of effecting reconciliation
between God and others opposed to him--the world, for God
was in Christ reconciling the world to himself.

Asthe Apostle Paul explains, a mediator is not of one
party only but of two parties. (Gal. 3:20.) In this case the
two parties are God and Adam and hisrace. Justicelay on
God's side: he had a charge of disobedience against mankind,
and he justly placed his ban or condemnation upon
Adam and his race--"Dying thou shalt die." Asthe Apostle
expresses the matter, "By one man's disobedience sin entered
the world and death by sin; and so death passed upon all
men because all are sinners." (Rom. 5:12.) Originally man
had no antipathy to God: on the contrary, we may be sure
that Adam felt contrition, realized that his penalty was just,
and longed for restitution to divine favor. But as centuries
rolled around the fallen conditions worked havoc in man,
and mentally and morally he got out of harmony with his
Creator, got to be the enemy of God, |earned to love unrighteousness
and to delight in sin. Therecord isthat God
gave him over to areprobate mind--allowed him to take his
wayward course of opposition to God and to righteousness--
and the result has been increasing degradation and increasing
opposition not only to righteousness but to God, the great
King and representative of righteousness.

In addition to man's natural depravity the Scriptures
inform us that Satan and the fallen angels have conspired
to his undoing, blinding him to principles of Right and Truth,
putting darkness for light and light for darkness, good for
evil and evil for good. Asaresult the heart of man has
become exceedingly warped and twisted from the principles



of righteousness, and much out of harmony with God himself.
To such an extent is this true that only a very few now

have the ear to hear or any appreciation of heart for the

divine message of God, that they through Christ may now
come back into harmony with him. Thisis the declaration

of the Apostle, The god of this world hath blinded the minds
of them that believe not, lest the glorious light of the goodness
of God shining in the face of Jesus Christ should shine

in their hearts.--2 Cor. 4:4-6.

THE WORLD NEEDS A MEDIATOR

The need of amediator under these circumstancesis
very apparent: God refuses to recognize sin or to tolerate it
in any degree. Hislaw declaresthat the "wages of sinis
death." The world has gotten to love sin, and is so blinded
to its best interests that it hates God's righteousness--strict
righteousness. The first thing necessary was the satisfaction
of justice in respect to our race. There would have been no
propriety in exhorting men to return to God when the divine
law inexorably commanded the death of the sinner and declared
that God could have no communion with the unrighteous,
the blemished. Hence it was that God provided
the Lord Jesus to be the Mediator between himself and the
race of sinners, to the intent that through his work so many
of the sinners as possible might be brought back into accord
with God and thus to the enjoyment of his approval and
blessing instead of the curse or death sentence. Our Lord
Jesus at his first advent died, gave himself a ransom for
mankind, that thus through him the divine sentence against
mankind might be remitted, cancelled, and that then the
Mediator might have the opportunity of taking hold of the
race he had redeemed with aview to bringing the rebels
back from their blinded and fallen condition, by restitution
processes, to perfection; and thus to the condition where the
Father could receive them without condemnation and grant
them his blessing of life eternal.

The Mediator's work in the world will be considerably
one of force, compulsion: he will lay righteousness to the
line and justice to the plummet, and sweep away the refuge
of lies. (Isa. 28:17.) Hisanger will burn against all injustice
and unrighteousness; stripes or punishment will be visited
upon those who are out of the way and who need correction;
the plowshare of trouble will be run through the hearts of
men, to break up the fallow ground and to prepare them for
aresowing of the good word of God, the gracious promises
and appreciation of divine favors. That will be atime of
reconstruction. At the very beginning of the Millennial age
the Mediator will be revealed in flaming fire, taking vengeance,
executing punishments upon all wrong doers, upon all
who know not God, who appreciate not his character and
plans and government and righteous laws--to the intent that
they may learn what these are, in hope that by experience
therewith they may come to learn righteousness and hate iniquity
instead of loving iniquity and hating purity.



THE MEDIATOR OF THE NEW COVENANT

God's arrangement or dealing with the world during the
Millennial age is said to be under the New Covenant. The
great original covenant was the one made with father Abraham,
which reads, "In thy Seed shall all the families of the
earth be blessed." This we sometimes designate the " Oath-Bound
Covenant," because the Lord sworeto it. That covenant,
the Apostle points out, had no mediator--it needed
none so far as Abraham was concerned. He loved the Lord
and desired to serve him: he was not an alien or a stranger
or aforeigner, not arebel, but was acknowledged to be a
"friend of God." (Jas. 2:23.) No mediator was necessary
then; God merely promised Abraham a certain great blessing.
The children of Abraham, the Seed of Abraham, are
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counted in with him under this covenant which needed no
mediator.

Anyone, at heart or otherwise an alien from God, could
not be counted as the real Seed of Abraham: only those
coming into relationship to God through faith and obedience
to Christ are counted of this Abrahamic Seed. They are not
in alienation from God, and need no forced measures to bring
them back. Rather they are looking longingly for the heavenly
city and the glorious conditions of the Kingdom which
God has promised to them that love him; they areto him as
children, and he to them as a father; they inherit his gracious
promises and delight therein, and of his sentiments
toward them it iswritten, "The Father himself loveth you."
(John 16:27.) No wonder that that covenant and those represented
under it asits beneficiaries need no mediator, no
go-between, to enforce upon them terms and conditions.
Thereis awilling love which leads them to willing sacrifices
that they may do the will of the Father in heaven.

The Apostle explains to us that although this Oath-Bound
Covenant isthereal, genuine first one, nevertheless
it was not time for it to go into operation at once; but instead
the Law Covenant was added, and developed during the Jewish
age the Jewish nation, as atypical people of God under
the Law Covenant, with Moses as its mediator, which was
typical of the New Covenant, with Christ asits Mediator. The
Apostle points out that this Covenant failed to bring forth
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any children of God--it brought forth only servants--and

that with its failure it was set aside when our Lord Jesus at

his first advent, by his obedience, proved hisright to be heir

to the Abrahamic Covenant. The Apostle points out that

Sarah, Abraham's wife, typified that Oath-Bound Covenant,
which for more than 2000 years was barren--did not bring

forth the spiritual Seed of Abraham to blessthe world. He
declares that Hagar, the bondwoman of Abraham's family,
represented the Law Covenant, that her child Ishmael represented



the Jews, and that the casting off of the Jewish nation

and the setting aside of their Law Covenant was typified in
Abraham's dealing with Hagar--"Cast out the bondwoman
and her son, for he shall not be heir with the son of the free
woman."--Gal. 4:30.

The Apostle points out that antitypically the Son of the
free woman, the son of Sarah, the Seed of Abraham that was
to inherit this promise, was primarily the Lord Jesus himself,
and in alarger and secondary sense the entire Gospel Church,
the "little flock," of which heisthe Head and Captain--"1f
ye be Christ's then are ye Abraham's Seed and heirs according
to the promise." Thus we have before our minds now, by
the Apostle'said, aclear view of the Jewish nation and their
Law Covenant; and also a clear view of the true Seed,

Christ and the Church, the heirs of the Abrahamic Covenant,
which had no mediator. It has required all of this Gospel
age for the selection of this spiritual Seed (house of sons)
just asit required all of the Jewish age for the selection of
the class symbolized by Ishmael, the house of servants, born
in bondage under the Law.

THE NEW COVENANT

Entirely separate and distinct from both of the foregoing
covenants is the Lord's promise of a New Covenant. It
also was represented in Abraham's family by a woman, for
after the death of Sarah Abraham married again, hiswife's
name being Keturah; and by her we are told that he had
many sons and daughters, whereas there was but the one son
by Hagar, and but one by Sarah. The intimation thus clearly
isthat under the New Covenant God will bring many into
the relationship of sons, asit iswritten of Abraham, who
typified God, "I have constituted thee afather of many
nations."--Gen. 17:4.

Not unnaturally there has been a disposition to apply
the New Covenant promises to the Gospel Church, for two
reasons:

(1) Because during the "dark ages" God's purpose for
the blessing of all the families of the earth in ages to come
was lost sight of, and the theory accepted instead that death
isthe end of all hope, and that with the end of this Gospel
age would come awreck of matter and crash of worlds, with
nothing beyond.

(2) Another reason why the promises respecting a New
Covenant have been more or less applied to this Gospel age
isthat remarkably few of the Lord's people during and since
the "dark ages" have seen clearly what the Apostle designates
as the "mystery of God"--which he explainsto be
"Christ in you [the overcomers of the Church] the hope of
glory." (Col. 1:27.) Not seeing that the Church are to be
fellow-heirs with Jesus in the Kingdom which isto bless all
the families of the earth, indeed not seeing with any distinctness
that there isto be aKingdom at al, it is not surprising
that the promises of the New Covenant were applied
exclusively to this age.

Now, however, in the clearer dawning of the Millennial



morning, in the brighter shining of the Lamp of God's Word
upon our pathway as alight in adark place, we see most
distinctly that the New Covenant belongs exclusively to the
coming age, as the Abrahamic Covenant belongs exclusively

to the Gospel age, and as the Law Covenant applied exclusively
to the Jewish age. And when we examine the matter all

the Scriptures confirm this interpretation. For instance,

note the Apostle's application of the words of Jeremiah 31:33.
He says:--

"Behold the days come, saith the Lord, when | will make
anew covenant with the house of Israel and with the house
of Judah: not according to the covenant that | made with
their fathers in the days when | took them by the hand to
lead them forth out of the land of Egypt....For thisisthe
covenant which | will make with the house of Israel after
those days, saith the Lord; | will put my laws within their
mind and write them in their hearts, and | will be to them
a God and they shall be to me a people: and they shall not
teach every man his neighbor and every man his brother saying,
Know the Lord: for all shall know me from the least to
the greatest of them. And | will be merciful to their unrighteousness,
and their sins and their iniquities will | remember
no more. In that he saith a new covenant he hath
made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth
old is ready to vanish away."--Heb. 8:8-13.

It is evident that the Apostle hereis contrasting the
New Covenant with the Law Covenant, which did vanish
away. Heisnot contrasting the New Covenant with the
Abrahamic Covenant, under which we inherit. Moreover, the
New Covenant isto be made with the House of Israel and
the House of Judah, and they have been cast off from divine
favor during the eighteen or more centuries since their Law
Covenant passed away. They are waiting therefore for the
New Covenant--for the blessed arrangement of the Millennial
age, under which the Lord declares he will be merciful
to them and remember no more their past sins and
iniquities.

That thisisthe Apostle's thought let us note carefully
his teachingsin Rom. 11:25-33. There the Apostleis pointing
out that Israel did not obtain the chief blessing sought for,
that the elect obtained it, and that the rest were blinded and
cast away from divine favor. Nevertheless he tells us that
they are not forever cast away nor forever blinded, but as
soon as the elect class shall be completed the divine blessing
will turn toward the blind and outcast ones to recover
them and to save them all from that blindness and cast-off
condition, asit iswritten, "There shall come out of Zion the
Deliverer that shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.--
Rom. 11:26.

This Deliverer isthe Christ, Jesus the Head, and the
Church, his body, or, under another figure, hisBride. As
soon as this great Deliverer is completed Israel's time for
restoration to favor will be due. Mark now the Apostle's
words further, "For thisis my covenant unto them when |
shall take away their sins." Notice the similarity of the terms
here: The Apostle says they are to be blessed under a covenant,



and that it will mean the cancellation of their sins. He

cannot mean the Abrahamic Covenant, because the spiritual

Seed inherited it and took the place of the natural seed: neither
can he mean the Law Covenant, for it passed away--the bond
woman and her son were cast out at the end of the Jewish age.

He must, therefore, refer to the New Covenant, and the expression
isin exact accord with the prophecy respecting the New

Covenant in which the Lord declares the taking away of the

sins of natural Israel.

THE MEDIATOR OF THE NEW COVENANT

Our Lord Jesusis specifically declared to be the Mediator
of the New Covenant (Heb. 12:24); and again it is declared,
"There is one Mediator between God and man, the
man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, to be
testified in due time." But where is the New Covenant?
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Where is the mercy to the Jew and the forgiveness of his
sins? We answer that the New Covenant is not yet in existence,
and hence the Jew, who isfirst to be blessed under
it, isnot yet receiving his portion. Nevertheless the work
has been begun: the man Christ Jesus has appeared, he has
already paid the ransom price sufficient for the satisfaction
of justice in respect to Adam and all of hisrace. Heisfully
prepared, therefore, to be the Mediator and to proceed in the
work of mediation, and under the New Covenant to bless the
world. Why, then, so long delay--over 1800 years?

We answer that the Mediator, in the interim, is accepting,
in harmony with the divine plan, a Bride from amongst
the redeemed ones. Aswe have aready shown, this Bride
class—-now being called and accepted and tested in faithfulness
even unto death--needs no mediator, needs no go-between,
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needs no urging, needs no stripes to bring them to an
appreciation of God and adesire to be his. Rather, after the
manner of Abraham and in the spirit of their Lord, they delight
to do God's will, they delight themselvesin righteousness,
they seek to walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit.
They realize indeed their imperfections, but they glory not
inthese. They do rejoice that he who called them out of
darkness into his marvelous light, out of the abundance of
his merit has applied a portion on their behalf, that they
may be reckoned perfect, clean every whit, holy, and may be
accepted as hisjoint-sacrificers and joint-heirs in the Kingdom
that isto bring the blessing to Israel under the New
Covenant and through Israel to all mankind.

That the Oath-Bound Covenant could not go into effect
without the shedding of blood was evidenced by the fact
that Isaac, the seed of promise, died typically and typically
was received from the dead by aresurrection, as the Apostle
explains. (Heb. 11:17-19.) So no part of the great plan



of God, either toward the Church or the world, could have
succeeded without the death of Christ. Thusthe Apostle,
speaking of the Bride class, says that, "Christ loved the
Church and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word, that he
might present it to himself a glorious Church, not having
spot or wrinkle or any such thing."--Eph. 5:25-27.

Asfor the world, the death of the Mediator isthe basis
of itsreconciliation under the New Covenant. By his death
on our behalf Jesus proves himself worthy before the divine
law to be the Mediator of the New Covenant. He has associated
the Church with himself, and shortly the inauguration
of the New Covenant will take place. Thisinauguration
istypified in the Law Covenant, for Moses its mediator
took the blood of the typical sacrifices for sin-offerings and
sprinkled the book of the Law, which represented the Almighty,
as being bound by the Covenant, and then sprinkled
the people by the same blood, as intimating that they also
were bound by it. Meantime stirring scenes were enacted
at Sinai: the mountain shook, the earth quaked, and tempest
and storm prevailed with flames of lightning. And al
of thisthe Apostle explains to us was typical of theway in
which the New Covenant will be inaugurated at the second
coming of Christ and the establishment of his Kingdom. We
who are now being called as the joint-heirs with Christ belong
to the antitypical house of Levi, and are members of
the Royal Priesthood, whose work it isto offer the sin-offerings
and to do the sprinkling of the blood.

The Apostle clearly intimates that this age will end
with atime of trouble, which will be an antitype of the
shakings and tumults at Sinai, and that here everything
will be shaken, things palitical, religious, financial and social,
until everything contrary to the divine will shall have
been overthrown, and only that which God would approve
will be permitted to stand. And this the Apostle intimates
will be the inauguration of the Lord's Kingdom: his words
are, "Wherefore, receiving a Kingdom which cannot be shaken,
let us have grace whereby we can serve God acceptably.”
The very thought of this Kingdom of righteousness, which
God is about to establish through us for the blessing of Israel
and all the families of the earth under the New Covenant,
should give us arealization of the holiness necessary
to be pleasing in the sight of the Lord, and should lead us
to more and more sanctity of life, asit iswritten, "He that
hath this hope in him purifieth himself even as heis pure.”

OUR RELATIONSHIP TO THE MEDIATOR

Moses was the Mediator of the Law Covenant, which
typified the New Covenant, and he foretold the greater
Moses, the Mediator of the New Covenant, saying, "A Prophet
shall the Lord your God raise up unto you from amongst
your brethren like unto me." (Acts 3:22.) Our Lord Jesus himself
was the great Head of this antitypical Prophet, Priest, King,
Mediator, for Moseswas all thisto Israel. But it pleased
the Father to associate with our Lord in these glorious



officesthe "little flock," his Bride and joint-heir. Again:

all through this Gospel age the Lord has been raising up
from amongst the brethren the "more than conquerors® who
shall be counted worthy of membership, joint-heirship, as
the glorified body of the Messiah--the great antitypical
Mediator in whom will be vested all the powers of kingship
for the rule of the world, of prophet for the instruction of
the world, and of priest for the relief and succor of the
world under the New Covenant.

The Church's share in the work of mediation will be a
great one, as the Apostle declares, "Know ye not that the
saints shall judge the world?" (1 Cor. 6:2.) It will not
only be the mission of the Church to shine forth with their
Redeemer as the great Light of the world, the Sun of Righteousness
(Matt. 13:43), and to invite the world to a knowledge
and appreciation of divine mercy (Rev. 22:17), but
also it will be their mission to judge, to correct, to discipline
the world in righteousness. "And it shall come to pass
that the soul that will not hear [obey] that Prophet shall
be utterly destroyed from amongst the people." Indeed
we may assume that thisis alarge part of the divine purpose
in connection with the calling of the elect Church, to
make them joint-heirs with his Son and co-laborers with
him in the glorious work of the Kingdom, for the judging
and uplifting and blessing of al Israel, of whom it iswritten,
"They shall obtain mercy through your mercy," and of
all the families of the earth.

It being thus evident that the Church will have as Mediator
an important share with our Lord in the reconciling of
the world during the Millennial age, the next question is,

Has the Church any share with her Lord in that part of the
mediatorial work which satisfies divine justice as against
the world?

THE TYPE OF THE SIN OFFERING

We answer Y esto this question, and refer to the words
of the Apostle that we are to suffer with Christ if we areto
reign with him, that we are to go to him without the camp
bearing the reproach with him. (Rom. 8:17; Heb. 13:13))
We notice his remark here that the sin-offerings were burned
without the camp, and reason therefore that we are invited
to be participants in the same offering--"burned without
the camp.”

Turning to the principal account of the sin-offeringsin
Leviticus 16 we find the matter there most interestingly set
forth, yet in a manner which none can understand except
as the eyes of their understanding open to these things.
Hence the Apostle prayed for the Church that, the eyes of

R3917 : page 11

their understanding being opened, they might be able to
comprehend with all saints; and our Lord declared, "Blessed
are your eyes for they see." This spiritual sight, however,

is granted only to those who abide in the shadow of



the Almighty, in the secret place of the Most High, in nearness
and fellowship with him;--these alone may see that
there were two sin-offerings on Israel's typical Atonement
Day--the bullock, which represented our Lord Jesus, and
the goat, which represented the Church, his followers.

The value of these animals as sacrifices was typically
represented in the amount of their fat, which was burned
upon the brazen altar as a sweet incense to God--as a mark
of the love and devotion of the sacrificed ones. And here
the figure is beautifully appropriate, for the goat, which represents
the Church, is avery lean animal, while the young
bullock, which represented our Lord Jesus, had much fat,
much zeal, much love, which gave incense before God. Furthermore,
these two sacrifices were not treated as equalsin
any sense of the word: they were not offered together, but
the bullock first as making atonement for the class represented
by the goat. Thus it was necessary that Christ
should die and pay the penalty for our sins, and that this
should be accepted on our behalf by the Father before we
could have any part or lot with him in Christ's sacrifices;
or, asthe Apostle expressesit, "Fill up that which is behind
of the afflictions of Christ,"--afflictions which Jesus sacrifice
was so abundantly able to complete, but which he purposely
left for us, in order that by participation in his sufferings
we might also in harmony with the divine program be
enabled to participate in his divine glory, his Kingdom.

THE BULLOCK SACRIFICED FOR THE LEVITES

Reading the account carefully we find that these two
parts of the sin-offering were appropriately different: the
valuable sacrifice, the bullock, was appropriated not for al
the people but merely for the priest and his house--the
house of Levi--the tribe of Levi. The signification of this
isnot difficult to find, for over and over the Scriptures assure
us that Christ isthe High Priest of our profession or
order, and that we are a Royal Priesthood under him. He
isthe Head, the chief of this body of priests, the little flock.
And these all are selected from the household of faith,
which was typified by the house of Levi. So, then, when
we read that the High Priest offered the bullock for himself
and his house, we are to understand it as signifying that the
merit of the death of Christ was by God's order and arrangement
applied for himself (for the Church his body--the
Head himself being holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners, had no sins to atone for) and for his house, the
household of faith.

This sacrifice of the bullock was accomplished by our
Lord Jesus--he "finished" it at Calvary. Inthetypethe
bullock represented the man Christ Jesus consecrated to
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death at his baptism, and gradually fulfilling that consecration

for three and a half years of his ministry, laying down
hislife for his brethren, until finally he finished his baptism



into death at Calvary. At the moment that our Lord made
his consecration he received the begetting of the holy Spirit,
of which John bore witness that it descended in the form of
adove. From that moment our Lord was reckoned as a
New Creature, which, as the Priest, had the duty of sacrificing
the mortal body consecrated to death. Our Lord's consecration
was represented in the type by the first vail of the
Tabernacle, under which he passed in consecration into the
Holy, which signifies hislife as a New Creature, in the
closest fellowship with God, enlightened by the holy Spirit,
typified by the Golden Candlestick, fed by the truth, symbolized
by the table of shew bread, and privileged to offer
sweet incense acceptable to God on the Golden Altar.
Our Lord continued in that condition, symbolized by
the Tabernacle's Holy, during all of his ministry, until he
as the Priest passed under the second vail, which represented
his actual death. He was under that vail for parts of
three days and nights, and arose on the other side of it in
the Most Holy in the perfect spiritual condition of his resurrection,
concerning which he himself said, "All power is
given mein heaven and in earth." A little later our Lord
appeared in the presence of the Father, to lay before the
divine presence the merit of his atoning sacrifice. Thisin
the type was illustrated by the High Priest sprinkling the
blood upon the Mercy Seat and before the Mercy Seat to
make atonement. The efficacy of the High Priest's work
was solely for the class for which he offered the sacrifice,
namely, himself and his house--the Royal Priesthood, the
household of faith. Thisisin full accord with the Apostle's
statement, "He ascended up on high, there to appear in the
presence of God for us."--Heb. 9:24.

Jesus did not "appear” for the world: it would not
have been proper to have advocated the cause of those that
were aliens, strangers and foreigners through wicked works;
but he could and did appear for us who have fled away
from sin, who desire full harmony with the Father, and who
delight to know and to do hiswill. The great High Priest
Jesus offered his sacrifice for the Church, and we have the
blessed assurance that we are reconciled to God by the death
of his Son. Through the sacrifice of Christ we whose hearts
long for righteousness and delight to do to the extent of our
ability the Father's will, were brought into accord with him.
The Father's acceptance of the High Priest's sacrifice on behalf
of the Church and the household of faith was indicated
by the remarkable manifestation of Pentecost, this, the
Apostle declares, assuring us that Jesus procured of the
Father this blessing which he shed forth upon his followers,
and which indicated divine reconciliation.

THE GOAT SIN-OFFERING

The second sin-offering of the Day of Atonement was
the goat, which, as already stated, typified the elect Church,
"the body of Christ"--the body of the Priest whose cleansing
and reconciliation was typified by the sprinkling of the
blood of the bullock. The New Testament abounds in exhortations



to this class that they faithfully follow in the

footsteps of Jesus, that they walk with him in the narrow

way of self-sacrifice, self-denial, even unto death. The
Apostle'swords are, "I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies
of God [your reconciliation, already accepted], that ye
present your bodies living sacrifices, holy, acceptable to God,
your reasonable service."--Rom. 12:1.

In the type of the Day of Atonement we see how the
sacrifice of the Church is accepted--we see it typified in the
sacrifice of the goat. If at first we are disposed to say that
it isimpossible that we, who by nature are children of wrath
even as others, should be acceptable to God as participants
with Jesus in his great work of atonement, we must remember
again the words of the Apostle above quoted to the
effect that our sacrifices are both holy and acceptable to
God, and this by reason of the fact that the merit of our
Redeemer has been appropriated to us. Our sinswere laid
upon him, his righteousness is imputed to us.

The record states that the Priest laid his hands upon
the head of the Lord's goat and slew it, as he slew the bullock.
Thisisinteresting as showing that it is not alone our
consecration to the Lord that is necessary. Our consecration
is shown in the fact that the goat stood at the door of
the Tabernacle, and the fact that the High Priest killed
the goat of the sin-offering illustrates that it is the
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power of the Lord operating in us as members of his body,
working in usto will and to do of his good pleasure, that
enables us to accomplish our sacrifice--he by his Spirit in
us sacrifices us, assists us to perform the great transaction
we have undertaken, to be dead with him, to suffer with
him, to walk in his steps, to be baptized into his death.

Therecord is that the goat in everything was treated
exactly as the bullock had previously been treated. Itsfat
(very little, however) was placed upon the altar, and its
hide, hoofs, etc., were burned without the camp in the same
place that the hide, hoofs, etc., of the bullock had been
burned, and its blood was taken into the Most Holy and
sprinkled as the blood of the bullock had been. Thus we,
like our Lord, present al that we have in sacrifice. The
proportion of our love and zeal is what the Father recognizes
upon the altar--alas that we have no more! Our
suffering of the contempt of the world and the nominal
Church, the opposition of sinners, is represented by the burning
outside of the camp, and in this respect resembles our
Lord's experience, "The world knoweth us not, even as it
knew him not"--they called the Master of the house Beel zebub,
why should they think that his followers were anything
better than fools and the offscouring of the earth? as
the Apostle declares.--1 Cor. 4:13.

After telling us that only the sin-offerings were burned
outside the camp, the Apostle exhorts us to go unto him without
the camp, bearing his reproach; and thus he identifies
us with the goat and our Lord with the bullock, and the



adverse experiences of both with the burning outside the
camp. But we also have advantages, for like our Lord we
at our consecration pass beyond the vail into the Holy, and
there, as the Apostle declares, are seated together with
Christ in the heavenlies, enjoying the light of the Golden
Candlestick, eating of the Shewbread, and coming with
courage to the Golden Altar, realizing ourselves as accepted
inthe Beloved. Finally, we all, as members of the great
High Priest's body, will pass under the second vail, pass
into death actually, and rise beyond it in resurrection
power. The entire company complete, the great High
Priest--without a member of his body missing, and without
a superfluous member--will then present the blood of the
goat as his own blood, because it represents the sacrifice of
all of those whom he has accepted as his members. The
value of the sacrifice of the Church is thus to be presented
before the Father in the end of this age, when all shall have
passed beyond the vail.

THE APPLICATION OF THE BLOOD

On what account will this blood, this merit represented
in the Church, the body of Christ, be applied? The Scriptures
answer: The type tells us that whereas the blood of
the bullock was applied only for the tribe of Levi, typifying
the household of faith, the blood of the goat was applied for
all the other eleven tribes of Israel, which typified all mankind
who will ever desire to come into harmony with God--
all the Israel of God as they shall be ultimately numbered
at the close of the Millennial age. How beautifully these
matters harmonize! what a grand message of divine love
and mercy they speak! and what strength, what courage, it
brings us to realize the privileges thus granted us by our
Lord and our Redeemer, of having fellowship with himin
his sufferings that by and by we may be sharersin his
glory.

A little while and all the sufferings of all the members
will be at an end. There will never be any more sin-offerings
for Adam and his race, no more burnings without the
camp, no more walking in the narrow way of self-sacrifice.
Thank God for the privileges brought to usin this way,
and thanks be to his name also for the blessed assurances
that the whole world shall, in consegquence of divine favor
thus bestowed, be brought into fullest opportunities for reconciliation
to the Father--to the Jew first, also to the Greek
and to all men. While in the type the sacrifices were offered
for onetribe first and then for the other eleven, in the
antitype we see thisis much larger--that the one tribe represents
the believers of this present Gospel age, and the
eleven tribes represent the world of mankind in general, at
the head of which will be natural Israel, the first to share
the benefits of the New Covenant.
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CREATING THE WORLD
--GENESIS 1:1-25.--JANUARY 6.--
"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth."

WE BELIEVE that we serve the interests of our
readers best by not attempting a discussion
of thislesson here. Instead we refer them to
the quite comprehensive discussion of the subject presented
inthe DAWN SCRIPTURE STUDIES, Volume V1.,
Chapter I. Thiswill not only serve their purposes
better, but save our space in thisissue for other
matters.

We content ourselves here with a mere reference
to the Golden Text, noting the fact that the Bible records
assume the existence of the Creator himself "from
everlasting to everlasting.” (Psa. 90:2.) Thislesson
discusses merely the things pertaining to this world--
their beginnings--leaving out of account entirely the
other worlds of the universe. It is our thought, however
--and the general inference of Scripture, we think
--that the other worlds are less advanced in their development
than this one. For aught we know to the
contrary, the lessons and experiences wrought out on
our earth are yet to have to do with other planets whose
inhabitants have not yet been created. All that, however,
is beyond us, and we are not authorized to speculate
on it, and hence must restrain our imaginations
and content ourselves with the things which God has
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already revealed, assured that we shall havein thisa
sufficiency to occupy our limited time and talent.

Nothing in this lesson takes in the wide scope of John 1:1,
which declares, "In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with the God and the Word was a
God....All things were made by him, and without
him was not anything made that was made." The beginning
here mentioned was evidently long prior to
the beginning mentioned in today's lesson. Our Lord
himself, we are told, was "the beginning of the creation
of God," and divine power was exercised through
him in the creation of the various orders of angels, for
"without him was not anything made that was made."
(Rev. 3:14; John 1:3,10.) This comprehensive statement
would undoubtedly embrace the creative work mentioned
in the lesson of today. We thus have an assurance
that the Only Begotten of the Father, the beginning
of the creation of God, was the superintendent of
the various affairs connected with the creation of the
earth and its inhabitants.

For the details respecting the six creative periods,
the harmony between the Scriptural statements, and



the best findings of Geology, see DAWN, Vol. V1.,
Chapter I.
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MAN CREATED IN GOD'SIMAGE
--GENESIS 1:26-2:25.--JANUARY 13.--

"God created man in his own image,
in his own image created he him."

MANY of the blind devotees of Science, bent

upon ignoring the power, and, if possible,

the very existence of the divine Creator,

attempt to account for all things by so-called laws

of nature. They seize upon the great variety in

nature and the evident rel ationship between some

of its parts as evidence, proof, that they all sprang
from one source. The definite objects of their

attack are man and the Scriptural declaration that

he was the special creation of God. Their particular
desireisto disprove this Scriptura statement, and
hence they construct atheory of Evolution as respects
plant and animal life and fit this to man, claiming that
he is the development of this natural process of
evolution.

Some may say, "What difference does it make?--
let them account for the origin of man as they choose.
It is admitted that he is not now a monkey--why quarrel
or dispute on the subject? Let usleave all discussion
and disputation and go forward to make the best
we can of what we are." This has awise sound, but
it has not the wisdom that comes from above, which is
first pure, then peaceable. (Jas. 3:17.) Itisnot pure
at al, itisnot wise at all; for it ignores God and his
revelations on these subjects and looks solely to human
wisdom, which means merely human guess-work supported
by insufficient evidence. Its acceptance means,
not merely areliance upon human guess-work, but
far worse than this—-it means the regjection of the entire
system of divine truth furnished to usin the Bible.
Itisin conflict with every proposition of the Bible from
Genesis to Revelation respecting man's origin--so violently
in conflict that if the one be true the other must
be false.

Since many fail to see this conflict, and seem to
think that the evolution theory of man's origin, that
Adam had an ape for a grandfather, does not conflict
with the teachings of Christianity and of the Biblein
general, it iswell that we take this opportunity for a
fresh statement of the conflict, not only that our own
minds may be more firmly established, but as opportunity
may offer we may be able to assist others who are



rapidly but unconsciously sinking into infidelity. This
isour apology for afresh rehearsal along these lines.

MAN A PERFECT CREATION

Asfor the lower animals we will not on their behalf
guarrel with the deductions of evolutionists, although
we do hold that the fixity of speciestoday is
not very favorable to their contention. If an evolutionary
process did take place in the past we hold that
it was so under divine supervision and guidance--that
different species of plants and animals were brought to
perfection, so that no further evolutionary processesin
them are possible. On the other hand be it noted that the
Scriptural account might be understood to rather favor
the Evolution theory in respect to the lower creatures.
For instance the statement, "God said, L et the earth
bring forth the grass, the herb yielding seed and the
fruit tree," etc.; and again, "God said, Let the waters
bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath
life and the fowl"; and again, "God said, Let the earth
bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle
and creeping things and beasts." But when we come
to the creation of man there is no suggestion that this
was a bringing forth or adevelopment. On the contrary,
the account is most explicit that God formed
man, and "God created man in hisown image." This
distinction in the statement implies that there was a
difference between the ordinary development of plant
life and the special creation of man to be the lord of
earth, the representative of the Creator.

Whoever believes that Adam was developed from a
monkey isin violent conflict with the faith once delivered
to the saints, to the effect that man was specialy
created in the image of his Maker. Scientists agree
that there is awide difference between the so-called
"man-ape" and even the lowest form of human being.
Professor Rice points out that the highest man-ape
known has a brain capacity of only 34 cubic inches,
while the lowest of men has 68 cubic inches of brain
capacity. In other words, the very lowest form of man
has twice the brain capacity of the highest ape. He
says, "No specimen of the stone age that has yet been
discovered isinferior to the lowest of existing men."

A reasonable inference from this statement would be

that we have today lower specimens or forms of humanity
than any of those discovered by science supposed

to belong to the remote past.

"SCIENCE FALSELY SO CALLED"

Thus does "science falsely so-called" receive a rebuff
at the hands of its own facts and in the mouths of
its own teachers, while at the same time the Word of
God, the Bible, receives corroboration. The Bible
teaching is that man has deteriorated seriously from



his original grand perfection as the image of God in
the flesh. The Bible accounts for the degraded races
of mankind by the fall of our first parents into disobedience
and under divine condemnation to death. The
Bible shows that this death-sentence affected our race
not only physically but also morally and mentally, and
that thus the mental, moral and physical deterioration
that surrounds usin the world are more or less directly
connected with original sin.--Rom. 5:12.

The Apostle Paul most particularly describes some
of this extreme degradation which we witness today in
heathendom, saying that God gave them over unto evil
passions, and that as they did not care to retain God
in their knowledge, God gave them over to areprobate
mind, to do those things which are not fitting. "Because
that when they knew God, they glorified him not as
God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
Professing themselves to be wise they became fools."
(Rom. 1:20-30.) Thus we see that the Scriptural account
hangs together and takes cognizance of every
fact known to us, and maintains its position as fully as
does science even on the outside.

INTERNAL SCRIPTURAL PROOFS

It iswhen the Lord's people look at matters from
the inside--from the standpoint of a divine revelation
respecting man's fall and redemption and recovery--
that he perceives the strength of the Bible's position
and the weakness and untenableness of the Evolution
theory. According to that theory, if man were evolved
from amonkey, and if the first man were very little better
than a monkey, he would have been in no condition
mentally or physically or morally to be put on trial for
eternal life or eternal death. Moreover, if the race has
been gradually rising during the past six thousand
years, has been losing its monkey weaknesses and failings
and attaining more and more to manhood, where
would be the original sin? Why would there be the
curse, the divine displeasure and condemnation, and
where would be the room or necessity or propriety
in the plan of human redemption from sin? According
to this theory the race has been going grandly
onward, evolving itself according to the law of nature,
and may hope surely to attain to some still higher position
or condition than it now enjoys.

The Bible takes the very reverse position, and declares
that man was in God's image at the beginning,
that the first man wasin a proper condition to betried
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by the divine law, that he was tried, that he failed and

was condemned to death, and that none of his children
since have been in proper condition mentally or physically



to be tried as he was--that they all first need to

be redeemed and restored before they could be fit for
atesting as respects eternal life. Note the consistency
of the Scripturesin every detail, that the disobedient
Adam was condemned and punished, and that various
apologies and excuses were made by his children--
that they were unlike him, but were "born in sin and
shapen ininiquity," and are "prone to sin as the sparks
to fly upward," and that they need a Redeemer through
the merit of whose sacrifice they may be reconciled to
God, and under whose superintending care they may
be brought back through restitutionary processes to

all that was lost in Adam and redeemed by Jesus.

How appropriate, too, that this coming Millennial
age for man's restoration to what was lost
should be called "times of restitution,” the inference
of which most signally confirms the Scriptural
record that man was originally "very good,"
the image of his Creator. The Scriptures do not
claim that the first Adam had perfection of knowledge,
but merely perfection of capacity, that it was
the Creator's design that he should gain the knowledge
by experience, and that while gaining it he should
trust to the wisdom, love, justice and power of his Creator
and be guided and instructed thereby. It was his
failure to thus rely upon the Creator that got him into
difficulty and disobedience and the penalty therefor,
death.

Professor Thomas Dwight, of Harvard Medical
School, in arecent address (1906) is reported to have
said that he did not think it impossible that plants
might develop into animals, although he did not think
it likely; "but when it is said that man had an ape for
his grandfather we are talking nonsense,--if indeed we
are talking by the principles of sanereason." He added
that it is not proved that man came from the lower
animals. Asascientific secret, he added, the leaders
of science are at a pause on this subject. Professor
LeConte remarks, "The earliest known man, the river-drift
man, though in alow state of civilization, was as
thoroughly human as any of us." Recent discoveries
in Egypt and Babylonia show conclusively that the
people of long ago were no more monkeys than the
people of today. They had acivilization which in
many respects corresponded to our own, and yet these
ancients, according to the Bible account, were members
of the fallen race who had experienced two thousand
years of degrading influence without any counteracting
influence from God for their uplift--without anything
that would correspond to the stimulating influences
that have come to those of our day through the
Law and the prophets of the past, and through the
instructions of Christ and the apostles of the present
age.

We prefer to read verse 26 of our lesson thus, "And
God said, Let us make man in our image, that after our



likeness he may have dominion over the fish of the
sea," etc. In other words, man was not only made morally
and intellectually to resemble his Creator, so
that he would be able to think on higher planes than
would be possible to the lower animals, but he was
also endowed with authority to control the lower creatures
--to be the god of earth as Jehovah is the God of
the universe. This agrees well with the statement of
Psalm 8:5-8, in which it is declared that God created
man but alittle lower than the angels, so far as his
intelligence and capacity were concerned, and that
thus he was "crowned with glory and honor" and given
dominion over the lower creatures. Beit noted also,
that we not only have the original proposition of God
to create man thusin his own image but the after declaration,
"So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God created he him, male and female created
he them." This statement that God's work was fully
accomplished in Adam, thoroughly contradicts the
suggestion of some that God merely began a creation
which he purposed should eventually attain to perfection
in hisimage. "Let God be true though it make
every man aliar."--Rom. 3:4.

The creation of mother Eve is afurther testimony
in contradiction to the Evolution theory, for had Adam
been merely a higher type of monkey no doubt he
would have found companionship amongst the monkeys;
but the Scriptural account isthat he was so far
superior to al other creatures that he had no companionship
amongst them. They were his servants, under
his control, but none of them suitable to be a helpmate
for him; hence the declaration of the particular formation
of Eve as apart of Adam, to be his companion and
joint-heir with him in the blessings of the Lord.

The story of creation is rehearsed throughout the
Scriptures, in the New Testament as well asin the
Old. Asthe latter tells of the perfection of Adam, so
the former tells that Jesus in the flesh gave himself to
be the ransom, the corresponding price for the first
man. And this very statement of correspondence implies
not that our Lord was an inferior man corresponding
to afirst inferior man, but, quite the contrary,
that he was a superior man, corresponding to the first
superior man, by whose disobedience life was lost for
himself and the race. The fact then that our Lord is the
Redeemer, the corresponding price for father Adam,
establishes well the conclusion to those who are logical
and who accept without question the Word of God, that
the first man was perfect.

"AND GOD BLESSED THEM"

The divine blessing is withheld from that which is
imperfect. The entire theory of Scripture being that
"al hiswork is perfect," and that any imperfection or
blemish implies sin, degradation from the original



divine concept. The fact that God blessed Adam in
his origina condition, and that the Scriptures teach
that since the fall there is a curse or condemnation
upon al the members of the race, is but another way of
telling us that we all are imperfect and that father Adam
was originally perfect. Another thought connected
with this blessing is the declaration, "Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion,"
etc. According to thisoriginal condition it
evidently would have been possible for our first parents
to have had their home in Eden and to have gradually
carried on the work of subjugation and rectification
of the as yet unfinished earth, had they continued
under divine favor. It was their disobedience that led
to their expulsion from the Garden of Eden and compelled
them to rely upon the sweat of face for their
daily bread, struggling therefor amongst the thorns
and thistles, and hindered from approaching the life-sustaining
fruits of the trees of Eden by the cherubim
with flaming sword which barred the way.

Thus, had disobedience, sin, not entered the world,
the intimation is that there would have been no death
in the human family, but that a perfect race would
have been developed, al of them in the image and likeness
of God. We have here then strong condemnation
of the thought of some that it is sinful to marry and to
bring forth children. On the contrary, the Lord expresses
this as a part of the blessing upon the first
pair, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth." It
was a part of the curse that woman's conceptions and
incidental sorrows were increased--leading, nevertheless,
to the rapid filling of the earth so that our estimate
of 20,000,000,000 of Adam's children who have been
born and died would constitute quite a fair filling of
the earth in its perfection, when the great Redeemer
shall bid them all come forth from the tomb.

While thus contradicting those who speak against
marriage and the begetting of children, our position
should not be misunderstood; hence we add that the
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Lord's words in this connection were to the natural

man and woman and not to the Church--New Creatures

in Christ Jesus. It isfor each one of the Church to

consider his consecration of lifeto the Lord and his

service, his cause, and to remember the exampl e of our

Lord Jesus who, by the power of his consecrated will,

became a eunuch for the Kingdom of heaven's sake.

(Matt. 19:12.) The Apostle lays down certain lines

and furnishes certain advice which we merely refer to

and endorse (seel Cor. 7, and DAWN, Val. VI., Chap. 12).
Had our first parents remained loyal to God and

hence free from the curse and more and more possessors

of the spirit of a sound mind we may be sure that,

under the Lord's blessing, their development of afamily



would have been profitable not only to the family

but also to themselves. Even under present fallen

conditions, where the spirit of a sound mind rules,

children may to alarge extent become precious blessings

instead of being nuisances to themselves, their

parents and their neighborhood. The parent who does

his duty by his children, instructing them, controlling

them, guiding them in harmony with the precepts of

the Lord's Word, will not only greatly advantage his

offspring but additionally will bring to himself arich

blessing of experience, because while attempting to be

the guide and instructor of his children in the nurture

and admonition of the Lord, he will continually find heis

teaching himself valuable lessons that will be helpful

in his own character-development and tend to bring

him increasingly to the character-likeness of the Lord.
Man's original power over the animal creation is

evidently considerably lost through his own fall. Professor

Charles Darwin points out that brutes trust man

until they learn to know him from his bad conduct,

and that the more civilized peoples can raise the brute

creation to a higher condition than savages have ever

done. When the times of restitution have brought

mankind back again to all that was lost in Adam, and

redeemed him and his race through the precious

blood of Jesus, we have the assurance in Scripture that

nothing shall hurt or destroy throughout the Lord's

holy Kingdom, but that peace and blessing shall reign

throughout the earth.

"MAN'SFALL OVERRULED FOR GOOD"

The wisdom of God is able to take hold of the affairs
of his creatures and to so transform and reshape
them asto bring blessings even out of some of our
calamities and curses. Thusin man's case, while God
did not cause the disobedience but merely permitted it,
he has overruled the matter so as to make of man an
exhibit that would be profitable not only to himself
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and posterity but also to the angels. The lessons

taught show us divine justice in connection with the
condemnation and destruction that have come upon our
race--the redemptive work accomplished through Jesus
shows us as nothing else could have shown the love
and compassion and mercy of God toward those to
whom he was under no obligation. The entire plan,
when it is consummated, will show the wisdom of God
in having permitted the evil, because he saw how he
could overruleits dire results and make them profitable
both to angels and to men. The power of God

will be manifested through the fall and especialy in
the resurrection of the dead--the most wonderful exhibit
of divine power anywhere referred to. Furthermore



we must not lose sight of the fact that the Lord
has so utilized the fall of man asto provide, in connection
with the redemption from it, that the little flock
might become New Creatures in Christ Jesus, partakers
of the divine nature, joint-heirs with him as his Bride
in the glorious Kingdom to come and the everlasting
glory and service of the Father.

Asfor other features of thislesson, including the
blessing of the seventh day, we refer our readersto
DAWN STUDIES, Voal. V1., page 46.
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BEREAN STUDIESIN "TABERNACLE SHADOWS'

CONSECRATING THE PRIESTHOOD

JANUARY 13

1. What did the consecration of Israel's priesthood
typify? T.39, par. 1.

2. What is the abject of the antitypical consecration?
What does this consecration signify? T.39, par. 1.

3. What is the present result and the promised future
reward to those who thus consecrate? T.39, par. 1.

4. Will al who consecrate to sacrifice reach the future
royal service? T.40, par. 1.

5. Why must one class come up "through great tribulation”
in order to be "saved"? T.40, par. 1.

6. How do the Scriptures point out a class of priests
who will be destroyed in Second Death? T.40, par. 2.

7. How did the type of Aaron's sons represent these
two classes which fail of the prize? T.40, par. 3;
Z.'02-238 (2nd col.) and 239.

8. Why were Aaron and his two remaining sons forbidden
to make lamentation for their brethren
thus cut off? T.40, par. 3.

JANUARY 20

9. Who are invited to sanctify themselves, and what
does thisinvitation signify? T.41, par. 1; Z.'03-437
(2nd col.)

10. What are the conditions of our acceptance and begetting
on God's part? T.41, par. 1.

11. What two parts of our consecration were shown by
the typical consecration service? T.41, par. 2.

12. How were the spiritual and the earthly natures represented
inthe type? T.41, par. 2.

13. What was first done with the bullock? and what did
thissignify? (See Lev. 1:4.) Why was the bullock
next delivered over to Moses? and what did



thissignify? T.41, par. 3.

14. Why did Moses apply the blood to the horns of the
altar? and what did the blood poured at base of
the altar signify? T.42 (top of page).

JANUARY 27

15. What was done with the hide, flesh, etc., of the bullock?
and what did it typify? What represented
the heart devotion which prompts our sacrifice?
T.42, par. 1.

16. What was done with "the ram of burnt-offering"?
and what did thistypify? T.42, par. 2.

17. Briefly what did "the ram of burnt-offering" and
"the ram of consecration” signify? T.45, par. 1.

18. What was done with "the ram of consecration"? and
what did it show? T.45, par. 1. Z.'03-437 (2nd col.)

19. What significance in the priests waving the choice
parts of the ram before the Lord? T.45, par. 2.

20. Why did Moses take "the wave-offering” off the
hands of the priests? T.46 (top of page).

21. What was laid upon "the wave-offering”" whilein
the hands of the priests? T.46, par. 1.

FEBRUARY 3

22. What did the "three cakes" represent? T.46, par. 2.
(Ex. 16:31).

23. Why were these a hecessary part of the typical service?
T.46, par. 3.

24. What significance in the sprinkling of oil mingled
with blood over Aaron and his sons? T.46, par. 4.
F.131, par. 1.

25. Why was the flesh boiled and eaten? T.47, par. 1.

26. What did the seven days of consecration typify? T.47,
par. 2. (See Ex. 29:30,35,37.)

27. Why isit especially necessary now that all who
consecrate should seeto it that they be "dead with
him?' T.47, par. 3,4.

28. When will all opportunity to enter the Royal Priesthood
cease? T.47, par. 4.
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

"WHAT WILL THE POOR DO WITH THE RICH?'

UNDER this caption quite a striking article has
appeared recently in the London Daily Mail.

The form of the question is very suggestive.

It is not agreat while since the question continually
asked was, "What shall we do with the poor?' How
shall we build amshouses for them, restrain them, and
arrange soup-kitchens and shelter for those out of
work? It isquite a new question, therefore, to reverse
the matter and say, "What shall the poor do with the
rich?" This great change has been effected by two
things: (1) The public demand for universal suffrage
which has only prevailed, except in our own land, for a
comparatively short time; and (2) the other factor in
the situation is the increase of knowledge. Many are
running to and fro, and knowledge is being increased--
and knowledge, as some one has said, is power. The
poor have learned that they are in the mgjority, that
each vote hasits count, and that the majority of votes
means the control of the government. It issurprising
that it has required so long atime for the massesto
awake to the power that isin their hands through the
ballot. When they do become thoroughly awake it is
very easy to be seen that with the power in their hands
the poor will seeto it that the rich do not have as great
advantage in the future as in the past.



Only inthislast election, as we have stated, have
the British voters gotten awake to the situation, and
now they are planning for the future, arranging to take
over as much of the government as possible into their
own hands and to effect legidlation favorable to their
own interests. In the United States a similar movement
ison foot amongst the labor unions. It may be a
few years before it reaches the point of danger to the
present social structure, but its coming isinevitable.
We may be sure that it will be heard in full force and
weight by the end of "Gentiletimes." In Germany
matters have already progressed further. The Socialists
there would have mattersin their own hands were
the voting privileges theirs on the same basis that they
arein the United States and Great Britain. The Germans,
however, foresaw something of coming conditions
and shielded the government and the wealthier
and middle classes from the poor by providing certain
conditions under which the favored classes have a
larger number of votes at the polls. Nor do we think
this an unreasonabl e position--that education and
property should be represented. The point we make,
however, isthat all these matters are culminating on
time. Hearken to the words of Scripture, applicable
now: "Go to now, ye rich men; weep and howl for your
miseries that shall come upon you."--Jas. 5:1.

We quote below the article referred to:--

"WHAT WILL THE POOR DO WITH THE RICH?'

"Of peculiar importance and significance at the
present time, when England is wondering whether or
not the Socialist Party isin theimmediate future to
control the fate and fortunes of the United Kingdom, is
Sir Henry Wrixon's political study, published under
the obscure title of 'The Pattern State.' Sir H. Wrixon
stands far aloof from purely British controversies; he
isan Australian publicist and statesman; yet his contribution
to political science isthe more valuable since
he has seen in Australia the working of the very tendencies
which he describes.

"The great problem of today, to his mind is, ‘What
will the poor do with the rich? The general election
in England has marked a change more profound than
the French Revolution. Power has passed finally and
forever from the English middle-class to the wage-earner.
Nor isit probable that the conditions which
now exist in this country will speedily change. The
middle class, Sir Henry thinks, were accessible to
argument and reason; the wage-earning class are not.
The middle class sought, on the whole, the interests of
the nation, and were divided because some took one
view and some another of what those interests might
be. The wage-earning class seek first and foremost
their own personal interest, to ameliorate their own
economic condition, to obtain higher wages and greater
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comfort from the State, at the expense of others, and,
in aword, to eliminate the struggle for existence.
Hence they are and will remain solid and united. The
political pendulum will swing no longer.

THE DREAM OF MR. GLADSTONE

"The political forecasts of the immediate past have
been belied. Political reformers, down to the late Mr.
Gladstone, thought that the wage-earners would, if
given votes, be content to follow the judgment 'of those
who have superior opportunities, and have also, or are
supposed to have superior fitness of al kinds." The
very contrary has happened. The wage-earners, instead
of voting for the orthodox Liberal or the orthodox
Unionist, have voted for Labor members, trade
unionist representatives, and others of their own class
and station, without the education and training which
gave Mr. Gladstone's 'superior fitness to govern. The
poor are not following the lead of the well-to-do, but
arekingsin their own right.

"This kingship of the people (by 'the people being
understood the poor, who are in every nation the majority)
will produce immediate and inevitable results.

In the first place, we shall see the rule of ignorance.

"'Theories and proposals that under a middle-class
rule would be regarded as too wild to require an
answer will be favorably regarded even by learned professors.
...They will be discussed with all the care
and respect that is due to a monarch's words.'

"Municipal government in England and the United
States has already shown that palitical intelligence
does not widen as we descend in rank and station, and
that universal education has not the enlightening results
which were promised in its name. Hence the
prospect of the future isthe rule of the wire-pullers,
bribing the electorate with the plunder of therich, to
be bestowed in the form of "political outdoor relief.’

"The elector will no longer be asked, What have you
done for your country? but, What has the Government
done for you? We have reached a condition of affairs
where the palitical conditions are in absolute opposition
to theindustrial. At the polling station the worker
isthe equal of the master, nay, even his superior, since
he has on his side avast numerical advantage, which
virtually reduces the employer to a state of political
impotence. But within the factory affairs are reversed.
There the employer isking, and his equa at the voting
station is hisinferior.

A BLACK OUTLOOK FOR INDUSTRY

"Such conditions could only persist while the attention



of the voter was confined to 'what are properly

called palitics, or the public affairs of the nation.' If
the scope of politicsis extended--as it has been--so 'as
to include the management of the industrial side of
life, with the purpose of there enforcing that equality
which is so dearly prized on the political side of life,
then we come directly upon that problem which western
civilization must either solve or perish in the attempt
to solve.'" Inaword, political equality isirreconcilable
with industrial inequality. One or other

must go.

"Thisisclearly seen and understood by the Labor
party; it is the doctrine also of a considerable body of
Liberals, numbering not much less than 100, outside
the Labor ranks, though Sir Henry does not note this.

If that section gives effect to its doctrines, backed by
the majority of voters, the whole order of civilization as
we now know it must change.

"Already in the municipalities the change has begun.
The exploitation of the few rich by the many
poor, their oppressive taxation, and the provision of
comfortable conditions for the poor, who find themselves
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possessed of supreme power in virtue of their
numbers, is the system known as municipal Socialism.
Already it istaken for granted.

"'That it is the duty of the State to find work for
its people; to provide al citizens with pensionsin old
age; to fix hours of work and rates of wages...and
it isthe duty of county councilsto tax property so
many shillings in the pound, to improve the surroundings
of the poor.'

"The municipal Socialist, when resisted, can aways
appeal to an army of the proletariat and vote
down those owning property. In fact a stage has been
reached where taxation is levied on one small class by
another large class, and spent wholly or mainly in the
interests of the latter class. That is a state of affairs
which earlier thinkers pronounced contrary to the
rights of man; it is, in other words, a barely disguised
tyranny.

INEVITABLE DECLINE AND FALL

"This tendency will proceed further, Sir H. Wrixon
holds. The tyranny will become as complete as it
was in the democracies of Greece, when the plunder of
the rich was the normal rule, and asit wasin the
French Revolution, when the assertion of political
equality was instantly followed by an attack on property.
He points out that the modern demagogues exhibit
amarked antagonism to private property, and
propose to wipe it out of existence by graduated
taxation.



"There will be no violent revolution, unless property
resists by force, but simply a series of confiscatory
laws. Industry after industry will be municipalized or
taken over by the State, when efficiency will inevitably
decline. 'All the causes that promote expense and inefficiency’
will be present; absent only the causes
which stimulate energy and inventiveness. There will
be no penalties for dackness, and, if for atime, all
goes well, thiswill be because the Stateisliving on its
accumulated capital. A gradual decay will set in, and
either afresh revolution will be accomplished, or the
State will be crushed by some foreign power...."

SOCIALISTIC PRESIDENT IN 1912

At the First Presbyterian Church, St. Louis, Rev.
Chas. Steizle, secretary of the Church and Labor Department
of the general Presbyterian Church, delivered
a sermon in which he asserted that the labor problem
ispurely areligious question. He said in part:--

"For three years | havetraveled al over the country.
| have a personal acquaintance with all the labor
leaders of the United States. It seems to me the workingmen
are moving in two general directions: (1) Political;
(2) economic. Who has not been appalled by
the tremendous growth of socialism? In our own
country the growth in the last four years has been sevenfold.
If it increases in the sameratio in the next
eight years the socialists will be able to elect a President.

R3924 : page 21

Whatever one may think of the economic value

of socialism, this fact remains that socialism is becoming
to thousands of workingmen a substitute for the
Church."

THE CLIMAX WILL SURELY COME

"Words will not wake up the masses to realize the
maze into which capitalism is plunging them, but
words will wake up afew of them. It will take conditions
to do what words have not the power to do. And
these conditions are coming like acyclone. But when
conditions begin to press harder and harder, when the
clock strikes the ominous sound, precipitated by some
insignificant matter, perhaps, then the words that the
masses have read will come to them with great force.

"The howling of the abolitionists did not awaken
the antagonism to chattel slavery, but the firing on
Fort Sumter with popguns created a condition that
made the people jump to their feet with a determination



to settle the question of which power should
rule the nation."--Appeal to Reason.

* Kk ok

There can be no doubt about it that recent revelations
of how rich men have acquired much of their
wealth has come as a revelation to the general public.
Though long known among the rich, it has been hidden
from "the man in the street” by financial terms
which he did not comprehend. With hisincrease of
knowledge he has received a"shock." Hisreverence
for the rich and the great is shattered. Thisis but the
precursor of the complete loss of confidence in everybody
and every thing, pointed out in the Scriptures as
the very foundation of the coming anarchy.

The immediate effect upon many isto lead them to
philosophise thus: "So, so; | see now how it is all
done! | used to wonder how a man could accumulate
even one million dollars honestly, but supposed the
honorable millionaires were the very personification of
honor and justice, after the style of their requirements
of the bank clerks and cashiers of railroads, etc. Now
| see differently. Well, I hope my chance may come
soon, that | also, by the methods which | see are
‘usual,' may become a multi-millionaire."

RELIGIOUS TOLERATION

"The disposition among worthy and earnest men
to ignore religious differences in pursuit of common
and noble ends was strikingly shown at the recent international
arbitration conference at Lake Mohonk.
There, at the opening devotional exercises which
marked each daily session of the conference, were to be
seen as active participants a cardina of the Roman
Catholic Church in his scarlet robes, a Quaker in his
simple garb, an Episcopal bishop, a Congregational
judge, together with Presbyterian, Baptist and Methodist
clergymen. The Quaker read the hymn of peace,
written by a Unitarian. The Roman Catholic and
Quaker sang from the same book, and after apsalm
the cardinal read prayersin English, with many a
Protestant responding 'Amen.’

"To say such a scene was remarkable is simply to recognize
the fact that as respects religious and sectarian
differences the world has moved forward out of that bigotry
and intolerance which for so many ages obscured
the vision and warped the judgment of many otherwise
good and worthy men. We are doing now only what
rational and sincere men should aways have donein
the past, and which they will continue to do in the
future, until scenes like that at Mohonk will be so much
in the natural order that they will cease to be notable."



--Leslie's Weekly.

* Kk *

In view of the above general tendency to religious
toleration isit not remarkable the amount of intolerance
that is displayed against all who sympathize with
the teachings of MILLENNIAL DAWN? The manifestations
of hatred and opposition come from all denominations,
and the various persecutions in a small way
practised against individualsin their homes, amongst
their business and Church relatives, is surely remarkable.
Why isit so? We might just as well ask why
was it that Scribes and Pharisees and Doctors of the
Law, all classes and parties of the Jews, opposed
Christ and his simple, straightforward teachings at the
first advent. Why wasiit that with the wide differences
existing between themselves these al could unitein
the opposition to the light, the truth? Whoever can
answer those questions respecting the harvest of the
Jewish age will be able probably in similar vein to answer
the similar questions pertinent to the harvest of
this Gospel age. General doubt and darkness on all
theological questionsis settling down rapidly upon all
denominations--"They believe they know not what,"
hence why should they any longer quarrel with each
other? We know what we believe, and in that sense of
the word are certainly amongst the few Christians.

Our presentationsin MILLENNIAL DAWN are clear cut,
Scriptural; and the Scriptures are thus shown to be
opposed to all the sects and parties of Christendom, and
their various creeds are shown to be out of accord with
the Word of God. "If the world hate you ye know

that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the
world the world would love its own: but because ye

are not of the world, but | have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you."--John 15:18,19.

THE CRIME OF SUGGESTION

It would appear that the average German citizen
has a higher sense of the obligation of an oath than
have some religious teachers. Thisis shown in the
following report from the London Daily Mail. It
causes us to wonder how the common people would
decide the matter if some of the clergy were put on
trial for the violation of their vows of ordination--in
preaching contrary to their solemn covenants. The
item follows:--

"Father Geisert, a Catholic priest, of Lautenbach,
Baden, has been sentenced to a year in the penitentiary
for attempting to induce a parishioner to swear
falsely in the Catholic Party's interest in the course of
abye-election contest for the Landtag.



"The priest made a pathetic supplication to his
judges to let him off, confessing that the letter wherein
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he made the incriminating suggestion was written to a
parishioner in amoment of foolish zeal, and that he had
done penance for it many times over.

"The defense introduced as a last resort the evidence
of Professor Mayer, the authority on 'moral theology
as related to the question of the oath.' He declared
that during the time of the Inquisition acertain
'mental restriction' was permitted to persons who took
oath, and said that Geisert may have had thisin mind
when he advised his parishionersto lie."

THE SOCIALISTS SCHEME

"The recent increase in the activity of socialist
propagandists has been noticeable. The latest development
is the formation of an intercollegiate society
to spread the principles of socialism not only in the
colleges of the country but among the pupils of high
schoolsin the larger cities. Literature isto be distributed
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broadcast, while lecturers will be sent from school

to school to explain the doctrines for which it is hoped
to make many converts. Among those back of this
movement we are not surprised to find E. Benjamin
Andrews, Jack London and Charlotte Perkins Gilman."
--Pittsburgh Gazette.

HYGIENIC VALUE OF PRAYER

At arecent medical conference Dr. Hyslop paid a
remarkable tribute to the hygienic value of prayer,
says the English Churchman. In treating of the influence
of moral and religious environment, he said it ought to
be their object, as teachers and physicians, to fight
against all those influences which tended to produce
either indifference or intemperance towards religion.
Of all hygienic measures to counteract disturbed hope
or depression of spirits, he would undoubtedly give
first place to the simple habit of prayer. Its effect
on the mind was more beneficial than any other therapeutic
agent known.

Apropos of which may be quoted the following
from Longfellow's "The Day is Done":

"Such songs have power to quiet



The restless pulse of care,
And come like the benediction
That follows after prayer."
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DISOBEDIENCE, PENALTY, HOPE
--GENESIS 3:1-6,13-16.--JANUARY 20.--

"Asall in Adam die, so all in Christ
shall be made alive."--1 Cor. 15:22.

IF THIS LESSON were properly taught in all the Sunday
Schools and Bible classes of Christendom it would
of itself revolutionize all the theology of Christendom.
The wonder is that reasonable, thinking people can con over
this lesson without apparently getting the least ray of light
therefrom. Our own past experiences along the same line
enable us to sympathize with othersin their blindness,
stimulating us to render them all the assistance in our power,
to the intent that their eyes of understanding may be opened,
that they may be able to discern the fundamentals of the
divine plan, and thus come into a better understanding
thereof and closer harmony with the Lord every way.

From Genesisto Revelation the serpent is set before us
as the synonym of Satan. The introduction of sin is charged
to the great Adversary of God, who, following his ambition,
sought to secure our first parents and their posterity as his
subjects under the new empire which he hoped to establish,
that he might be like the Most High. Thissinful, disloyal
ambition not only wrought havoc in a cherub, degrading
him and making him an adversary of God, but through him
it wrought havoc to our race--divine condemnation to death,
with all the attendant miseries of sickness, pain--mental,
moral and physical--deteriorating, culminating in death.
We all are witnesses of the penalty; the doctors' signs, no
less than the crape and the cemetery, assure us that the sentence
of death still rests upon our race--the most awful
calamity that could be imagined.

MOTHER EVE'STEMPTATION

That a serpent was used in Mother Eve's temptation
there can be no doubt, but whether it spoke with audible
voice or only by its actions we cannot know--it was quite
probably the latter, as we sometimes say, "Actions speak
louder than words." Satan merely used the serpent as the
instrumentality of histemptation. His desire was to alienate
the affections, love and respect of our first parents from
God to himself. He attempted to do this by passing as their
friend and giving the insinuation that God, although the
Creator, was the transgressor, who desired to hinder their
best and truest advancement and prosperity. The Lord had



placed our first parents in the Garden of Eden, which was
highly favored every way, and entirely fitted for the perfect
pair to enjoy their human perfection to the full. Init were
all kinds of trees, some beautiful to look upon and some
good for food--trees of life--the eating of whose fruit would
perpetuate lifein full degree. But amongst the trees of
lifein this orchard was one tree of very marked peculiarity,
which our Lord had called the tree of knowledge and of
whose fruit he forbade our parentsto eat. Thisrestriction
would not necessarily have been perpetual. In duetime,
after the test of obedience had demonstrated the loyalty of
our first parents, no doubt they would have been granted
full liberty in the use of the tree of knowledge, but partaking
of it before the Lord's time would mean not only their
disobedience but their injury, and would bring upon them
the divine sentence, "In the day that thou eatest thereof

thou shalt surely die"--margin, "Dying thou shalt die."

This restriction on the tree of knowledge became the
channel of temptation. Satan was aware of that trait of
nature which leads everyone to be interested in and to have
more or less desire for anything that is forbidden--to wonder
why it isforbidden, etc. Such thoughts had undoubtedly
passed through the minds of Adam and Eve, and had
been set aside as improper, because surely their Creator, who
had done so much for their blessing and joy, would not
withhold from them anything really to their advantage;
hence in appreciation of his goodness they settled the matter
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that they would be obedient to the Lord and would not
taste the forbidden fruit. Now came Satan's attack: posing
astheir best friend he intimated selfishness on God's part
asthe basis of their restriction. More than this, he suggested
that they never could be happy without the valuable
knowledge which the fruit of that tree would bring them,
and, further, that God had lied to them in saying that death
would surely follow the eating of the forbidden fruit.

Had Satan appeared and held personal conversation
with them directly or through the serpent, they seemingly
should have been on guard, and would probably have wondered
why any of God's creatures should speak disparagingly
of hiswisdom and hislove. Our conjectureis that the whole
matter was done by signs--that under Satan's guidance the
serpent partook of the tree of knowledge of good and evil,
and when mother Eve saw that no harm came to the serpent,
but perceived that it was one of the most cunning of all
the animals of the earth, the operation of her mind was, "Has
God deceived us? Has he an object in deceiving us? Why
did he tell usthat we should dieif we ate of that fruit,
whereas we see that the serpent eats of it and does not die?
Quite probably it is because of the partaking of this fruit
regularly that the serpent is the wisest of all theliving
creatures under our control.” And when the woman perceived
by this process of reasoning that the tree was good
to make one wise, her desire for wisdom entrapped her into



disloyalty to the command of her Creator. She ate, and as
aresult did indeed get a great increase of knowledge, with
condemnation, sorrow, pain, tears--because the knowledge
came not in God's time and order, but in violation of his
command.

"A MURDERER FROM THE BEGINNING"

In thus entrapping mother Eve, and through her bringing
upon Adam and his race the death penalty, Satan became
the great murderer of the race, as our Lord Jesus
declared, "He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode
not in thetruth." His counsel, and indeed the counsel of
all who are out of harmony with God is evil, injurious, and
whosoever heeds or agrees therewith is not wise. The Apostle
says, "The serpent beguiled Eve," and thisis his general
procedurein all of our temptations. He does not come out
into the open, but everywhere seeksto put darkness for light
--to deceive, to mislead. We are to remember, too, that
mother Eve had no experience with sin, nor with any adversary
of God and of righteousness, and hence was the more
easily mided in this temptation. Coming from her the
temptation was an hundred-fold what it otherwise would
have been, for we are informed by the Apostle that "Adam
was not deceived." He was aware, fully convinced, that
death would be the penalty for his partaking of the forbidden
fruit, irrespective of its effect upon the serpent. His
temptation, however, touched him upon his most vulnerable
point--his love for his wife.

There are intimations that the fall took place one and
ahalf years after father Adam'’s creation, but for what portion
of that time he had his beautiful and loved companion,
Eve, we are not informed. It is clearly intimated, however,
that he was alone for a sufficient period to realize that there
was no companion suitable for him amongst al the beasts,
cattle and creatures under his dominion; and when, finaly,
the Lord gave him awife of his own flesh and bones, of his
own nature, he evidently found in her that complement to
himself for which he had so greatly longed. And now,
when he perceived that Eve had eaten of the forbidden fruit
and that she must die, the poor man evidently felt that without
her life would lose its charms, and determined that whatever
the cost he would share it with his bride--therefore
he partook of the fruit at her instance, with the full knowledge
that it would mean his death. He not only knowingly
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and willingly disobeyed the divine command, but did it
intentionally--he suicided.

SATAN'S DECEPTIONS STILL PREVAIL
We must not censure our first parents too severely, but

remember that, although they were perfect in their capacities,
created in the image of God, they were not perfect in



knowledge. They should have been wise enough to know,
to realize, their limitations of ignorance and to have trusted
tothe Lord. Lack of faith was mother Eve's difficulty, and
had father Adam possessed a sufficiency of faith and maintained
his obedience no doubt God would have arranged
some way for the recovery of his companion, but for their
undevel oped condition the trial was too strong; they succumbed,
as no doubt nearly all of their children would have
done under similar circumstances. We blame them not, yet
we see that God, foreknowing what course they would take,
preferred to allow them to take that course rather than to
interfere with them, intending to ultimately overrule their
disobedience for a higher and wider development of his own
gracious purposes through the redemption and ultimate
blessing which the divine plan centersin Jesus.

What do we see today but similar disobedience, notwithstanding
the fact that we have larger experience than
our first parents as respects contact with sin and its penalty?
In how many instances today does ambition, love of knowledge,
lead to disobedience of divine restrictions to the serious
injury of the disobedient one? One would think that
the lesson before us would be so powerful, so convincing,
that all who have a knowledge of it would flee from temptation
in such directions and resolve that at any cost they
would be obedient to the Word of the Lord. How many
today, like Father Adam, would be willing to sacrifice their
eternal interests for the joys and pleasures of earthly companionship,
even to the extent of disobedience to the divine
requirements.

WHOM SHALL WE BELIEVE?

Whoever may be inclined to condemn mother Eve for
hearkening to the voice of the serpent should reflect that
the great majority of the world today are believing Satan's
lie, rejecting God's message. The heathen, numbering
1,200,000,000, almost without exception believe Satan'slie,
"Yeshall not surely die," so that when their friends die
they claim that they are not dead but more alive than ever.
Nor isthisthe worst of it: so-called Christendom, representing
400,000,000 of our race, have very generally
accepted the same lie, and similarly believe that none are
dead--that all in the moment in which they appear to die
really become more alive than ever before. How can we
blame mother Eve on this score while we see the deceptions
spread abroad far and near, notwithstanding all the lessons
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which she learned and which her children should have
learned through her example. Asto believe God always
leads usin the right direction and brings blessings, so to reject
God's counsdl, to receive the serpent's counsel, always means
to bring injury in some sense or degree.

L ook about over the world today--see the heathen
worshiping their ancestors, and imagining that they hold



communion with those whom the Scriptures declare are dead
and know not anything, and never would know anything

had it not been for the redemption accomplished at Calvary
by Jesus, and who would not in any sense of the word be
conscious until awakened by our Lord at his second coming
in resurrection power. Look at Christendom, and perceive
that two-thirds of these believe in the doctrine of a present
purgatory, in which their relatives and friends are suffering
from the moment of death. See them praying for the dead
and paying for masses for their relief from pain. Think of
the thousands of injurious superstitions that are built upon
this error, and reflect that Spiritism, which is aready having
agreat influence and, according to the Scriptures, will shortly
have still wider and more baneful effect; and note how it

has al its power from this false doctrine which the Adversary
originally started in Eden--that the dead are not dead,

but alive, and ready to communicate through mediums, etc.
Consider how Satan has used this error al the way down
through the ages, and how, through the fallen angels, the
demons, he has personated the dead and sought thus to entrap
theliving. Let uslearn the lesson; let us say, with

one of old, "Let God be true, though it make every man a
liar."--Rom. 3:4.

CURSING AND BLESSING

Let usrealize that every one who opposes or denies the
divine testimony isaliar and the truth is not in him; but
let us set to our seal that God istrue, and realize that the
penalty of death isreal, that the redemption price paid by
our Lord Jesus was his death, also real, and that the blessed
provision of the divine plan for the future is the awakening
of mankind from the sleep of death, from the unconsciousness
of death, for the very purpose of bringing themto a
clear knowledge of God and his truth and releasing them
from the superstitions and evil influences, degradation, etc.,
which came upon them through disobedience, through the
fall, through the following of Satan's original lie.

The curse that rests upon the race, upon the earth itself
and upon the serpent and Satan is a condemnation, a
penalty, areprobation. The serpent, under divine reprobation,
experienced some kind of a change of form and locomation,
and became to mankind a synonym, a representative,
of everything evil, loathsome, vile--the synonym of sin and
Satan. Not only in our lesson is this brought to our attention,
but also in the typical system of natural Israel. Fiery
serpents were sent upon Israel as a curse or penalty for sin;
and when, through their doubts, the people were perishing,
under the Lord's instruction M oses raised upon a pole a copper
serpent, looking to which in faith the Israelites were
recovered from the poison of the serpents. Thusthe Lord
early intimated that Christ would be made a curse, asin
offering for us, and that we would be healed through looking to
him in faith.

BRUISING THE SERPENT'SHEAD



In pronouncing the curse against the serpent--against
evil--the Lord declared, "I will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his heel." The Scriptures
show us clearly that this divine prophecy isto be fulfilled,
that our Lord Jesus is the seed of the woman through
whom the blessing shall come, and that his Church, his
Bride, isto bejoint-heir with him in the suffering incidental
to the attainment of the honorable position of joint-heirs
with him also in the great work of delivering mankind from
all the evils that have come upon us through Satan, through
the serpent. The head and the hedl are referred to symbolically
as representing vital and non-vital portions of the
body.

Thus the Christ, Jesus the Head and the Church his
members, throughout this Gospel age have all suffered something
from the serpent, from evil, from Satan, but under
God's providences their sufferings are not serious, not deadly
--they are wounded in the heel, so to speak. This seed
classis begotten of the holy Spirit, New Creatures; hence
nothing that can come to them in their earthly, human experiences
can prove injuriousto their spiritual welfare. All
the bruising of the heel, under the Lord's supervision, shall
work together for good to the development of character, to
the preparation of the injured members for the far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory by and by. Thusit has
been with our dear Redeemer, who being wounded for our
transgressions has been highly exalted of the Father. We
also who are sharers with him in his sufferings, ignominy,
death, are to be sharersin his glory.

Asfor the serpent, his head shall be crushed, al evil
shall be utterly destroyed in God's due time. Not yet, however;
evil is gtill rampant, not only as much asit has ever
been in the world's history, but more so, and thisisin full
accord with the divine record that "evil men and leaders
astray shall wax worse and worse," and a few short years
ahead will fully demonstrate the power of Satan over and
in those who are his subjects. But victory is coming to
those who are now wounded. The Christ shall by and by
bind that old serpent, the devil, Satan, and cast him into
the abyss and set a seal over him that he may deceive the
nations no more until the thousand years of the Millennial
reign of Christ be passed--until all mankind shall have had
afull opportunity of coming to a true knowledge of God and
of accepting and using the grace provided through the great
Redeemer's sacrifice.

Asfor the Church, we also will have to do with this
work of crushing evil--as the Apostle expresses it, "The
very God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet
shortly."--Rom. 16:20.

OUR GOLDEN TEXT

Our Golden Text fits the subject well, especially in the
better translation which we have given. All of Adam's posterity,



all who arein him, are dying as aresult of his disobedience.
Failing to maintain his hold upon the gift of

God, eternal life, he has also failed to transmit that character
and degree of life to his children. The six thousand

years of crying and dying have been an awful lesson to the
world of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, but thank God the
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time of this groaning of creation is nearly at an end, the new
dispensation is near at hand. He that gave himself aransom
for Adam, and who thus incidentally purchased not

only him but all of his race who had lost life in him, this
great Redeemer is about to establish the rule of righteousness
in the world and to inaugurate that era of blessing, the
Golden Age, for which the whole creation waits and longs,
whether intelligently or unintelligently.

The blessing of lifeinitsfull, everlasting, complete
senseiscoming to "al in Christ" and to none others. Now
is the opportunity for coming into relationship with him as
his Bride and joint-heir. Blessed are we whose hearts of
understanding and ears of appreciation have recognized this
grand opportunity, so that we have been glad to accept the
Lord's proposition at the cost of every earthly interest.
Surely the faithful shall be like him and seehim asheis
and share hisglory. Then in the time of his presence the
world of mankind in general will be granted an opportunity
to see and to hear and to accept of divine mercy in him--
not by becoming the Bride, for that class will have then
been filled, but they will be granted the privilege of coming
into relationship with the Christ as children, receiving of his
life, being begotten again to restored life--to a restitution
of al that waslost in the first Adam and restored in the
second Adam. He that hath such a hope in him may well
purify himself and strive to come into relationship with
Christ, and thusto as quickly as possible attain to the joys
and blessings of the divine favor. He that hath the Son
hath life, he that hath not the Son shall not see life eternal.
--1 John 5:12.

THE SHADOW OF GOD'S HAND

Bright and fair the sun was beaming
O'er my smooth and easy way,
And my soul moved lightly onward,;
Fear and care were far away.
Hope was bright and winged my footsteps,
Eagerly | pressed along,
And the joy of heavenly favor
Filled my heart with praise and song.

| could see my Father's wisdom,
Loving care and sheltering arm,
Leading me through pleasant places,



Guarding me from every harm.

| could feel love's flame arising
High and higher in my breast,

And my lips o'erflowed with gladness,
All was joy and peace and rest.

When at once a voice within me
Seemed to thrill my very soul:
Could | stand if joy departed,
Sorrow flooding al my soul?
In an arid desert lonely,
Would my faith endure the test?
Would my spirit, still undaunted,
Praise him then as when at rest?

This one thing my soul pursueth,
To attain thy perfect love,
Love, unwavering and loyal,
Rising all things else above;
| would have the faith enduring,
Stronger when most sorely tried,
"Spare me not, but prove me, Father,"
Anxiously my spirit cried;

When across my clear horizon
Suddenly acloud arose,
Spreading wide and lowering darkly,
Threatening my soul's repose.
Stranger voices sounded near me,
Scarce a step was plain before,
But my Father's arm sustained me,
What, then, could | ask for more?

And, while leaning hard upon him,
His sweet peace was given me,

By the Spirit's gentle whisper,
"Thisishisgreat love for thee;

Well he knows thy deepest yearnings
To reflect hisimage bright--

All thy prayers come up before him,
And are precious in his sight.

"And this darkness come upon thee
Is the shadow of his hand,
Never raised except in blessing,
Though thou mayst not understand.”
Then my heart grew strong and trustful,
And with joy my soul was stirred;
"Teach me, Lord, to trust thee fully,"
Thismy prayer so soon was heard.

Fearless then, | started onward,
Compassed by the gloom of night,

For, by Father's love surrounded,
Darknessis as safe as light!

Still | pray, "O, lead me, Father,



By thy goodness and thy might,
Till, beyond time's misty shadows,
Dawns the pure, eternal light."
--Bessie P. Lockerbie.
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"SIN LIETH AT THE DOOR"
--GENESIS 4:3-15.--JANUARY 27.--

Golden Text:--"Whoever hateth his
brother is amurderer."--1 John 3:15.

THE STORY of Cain and Abel itself is a sharp contradiction
of the Evolution theory. Had Adam been but a

dlight remove above the monkey, and lower than the lowest
type of man today, his children would have been little if

any better. But our lesson shows us two sons of Adam,
clothed and in their right minds, the one atiller of the sail,
the other a shepherd and herdsman. Do apes exhibit such
dispositions at the present time? Assuredly not. Furthermore,
these two men of noble character esteemed it a duty

and privilege to acknowledge God with their substance.
They did not worship idols, nor sun nor moon nor stars, but
the living God, the Creator. Surely neither apes nor the
lowest forms of man exhibit such tendencies today. And
even after Cain had become a murderer, his reverence for
the Almighty and his appreciation of his crime marked him
as not only higher than the brute creation, but very much
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higher than many of his race today who have little regard
for life, fearing chiefly the penalty.

At what particular time our lesson dates we may not
surely know, the chapter in which it occurs passing over
centuries of time. In thefirst verseit tells of the birth of
Cain, in the next verse heis afull-grown man and has a
full-grown brother Abel, and quite probably they both had
large families, though through neither one is Adam'’s geneal ogy
reckoned, and Abel's children, if he had any, are not
mentioned at al. The third verse, with which our lesson
opens, intimates a considerabl e period of time after Abel
was a keeper of sheep and Cain atiller of the ground, saying,
"And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain
brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord,
and Abel an offering of the firstlings of hisflock."

THE RESPECTED OFFERING
Nothing either good or bad is recorded of either of these

men, Cain and Abel, up to the time of this lesson and their
presentation of their respective offerings before the Lord. 1t



was but natural, and we might say proper, that each should
present to the Lord an offering representing his own industries,
and the Lord's acceptance of Abel's offering and failure
to accept Cain's should not be considered as any slight
upon the latter, but rather as alesson of instruction, aleading
of divine providence, indicating the character of offering
that would be most acceptable and pleasing to the Lord.
The reason for the acceptance of Abel's offering is apparent
--God desired that all offerings from his creatures should
recognize original sin and the necessity for a great sin-offering,
the sacrifice of the life of the Redeemer. Thus early
did God begin the lesson of instruction emphasized by the
Apostle that without the shedding of blood there is no remission
of sins.--Heb. 9:22.

So near to perfection, the first-born son of the perfect
Adam, Cain had undoubtedly inherited a fine human organization,
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nearly perfect in all of its parts, comparatively well

balanced; but as Adam, who was perfect, could alow love

for hiswife to misguide him into disobedience of his Creator,

so Cain allowed the wrong view of matters to enter hismind,

to have control and ultimately to bring forth its evil fruit,

murder. We can sympathize with him in his grief that his
sacrifice was not acceptable to the Lord: we can appreciate

his surprise that the offering of his younger brother, a blood
offering, should be more acceptable. But here we who have

the new mind, begotten of the holy Spirit, can see that he

took the wrong course in alowing envious, angry feelings

against his brother, whereas he should have gone to the

Lord in supplication to know why his sacrifice was not acceptable.
Had he done so the Lord would undoubtedly

have told him that his desire to worship and serve were appreciated,
but that it must be a divine regulation amongst

men that all sacrifices, to be acceptable to the Lord, must be

those which would typify the death of a ransomer and atoner

for sin.

Here we see the fine, subtle, entering wedge of sin, and
who that has had experience may not trace analogiesin his
own experience and note when and where the wrong thought
was permitted to have control of his mind and the proper
thought was not entertained? Many of us can perhaps see
by how narrow a margin we have escaped a wrong course,
it may be, on various occasions. It isin such respects that
the New Creatures in Christ have much advantage every way
over natural men, however well disposed they may be; for,
as the Apostle explains, as New Creatures we have the
"spirit of a sound mind," which enables usto think calmly,
dispassionately, temperately of our own experiences and those
of others, and leads us to look to the Lord for the wisdom
from on high as a guide in the interpretation of our daily
experiences. Whoever learnsto look tothe Lord in al his
sorrows and disappointments, as well asin hisjoys, has
learned a valuable lesson, which Cain had not yet learned,
and which he never learned, because none were begotten of



the holy Spirit or permitted to receive the new mind of

Christ until after the real atonement had been made and
Pentecost came as a result of the acceptance of that atonement
on our behalf by the heavenly Father.

"WHY ART THOU WROTH?'

The power to be angry, the power to be wroth, is not a
result of the fall nor an evidence that Cain was bestial.

The Lord uses these same words in reference to his own attitude
of mind at times, declaring that he was wroth under

certain conditions and that he is angry with the wicked

every day. (Psa. 7:11.) Theforce of character which permits
of anger isthe very same force which otherwise directed
signifiesintensity of love: the inability to be angry under
proper cause would imply imperfection, blemishes, just
asinability to love strongly would imply similar defects of
character. To be perfect implies afull-rounded capacity in
every direction. The perfectly shaped head would not be a
bumpy one representing some of the organs large and others
small, but would be awell-rounded head in al particulars.

In such a perfect organization, while every power would be
there, the higher powers of veneration for God, spirituality,
conscience, etc., should be in control and indicate when combativeness,
destructiveness, should and when it should not be

exercised. Itisamistake to suppose that a perfect being
would be deficient in combativeness. on the contrary, every
Christian must have this quality of mind, otherwise how
could he become an "overcomer"? how could he "fight the
good fight"? The desirable thing is that every organ of our
heads should be perfect, and that these all shall be under

the perfect control and regulation of the higher reasoning
faculties.

Cain was not rightly exercised by his experiences. He
went about sullenly for atime, brooding over the fact that
God had not recognized his offering and had recognized
Abel's. He was angry--it seemed to him an injustice on
God's part: he had been as faithful in his department as
Abel had beenin his.

God did not leave him to himself, but considering the
fact of hisinexperience and that there were none others to
give him proper counsel, the Lord admonished him with the
query, "Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance
falen? If thou doest well shalt thou not be accepted?
and if thou doest not well sin lieth at the door." This suggestion
should have been sufficient. Cain should at once
have appealed to the Lord, and having learned God's will,
should have prepared himself to offer such a sacrifice to the
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Lord aswould be pleasing to him. The inference that he

was not now doing well, not now pleasing the Lord in his
wrath and sullen attitude, was a reprimand; and the suggestion
that sin was lying at the door, or (revised version)

"crouching at his door," should have suggested to him the



danger of amisstep. Nothing isintimated of awrong condition
prior to this sacrifice, and the sacrifice itself was not
wrong--it was merely that Cain was ignorant. The wrong
began when he became angry and sullen instead of applying
himself to learn the lesson of the Lord's providences. Sin
was now crouching at his door like awild beast, ready to
spring upon him and devour him. And, alas for him! he
failed to heed the Lord's warning and allowed the crouching
enemy, sin, to enter into his heart and to make of him a
murderer. It was the spirit of Satan that entered into him,
taking the place of the spirit or disposition of the Lord,
which was his originally as one closely in the likeness of
God, not greatly marred as yet by thefall. Thisthe Apostle
intimates, saying that he was "of that wicked one"--he
partook of Satan's disposition, spirit. (1 John 3:12.) And

as Satan was a murderer from the beginning, so his spirit

in Cain was a murderous spirit.--John 8:44.

ALL HATERS ARE MURDERERS

Here we have the vital point of this lesson as respects
the household of faith, especially the New Creation. We
who have been begotten of the holy Spirit and who thus
have the "mind of Christ" (1 Cor. 2:16), have the mind or
disposition that is loving, generous, kind, forgiving toward
our fellows and that is reverential and obedient toward God.
Thisisthe spirit or disposition that is of the Father and of
the Son: the opposite disposition or spirit is of the Adversary.
The two spirits or dispositions are so opposite that we
cannot have both at once--we cannot serve God and Mammon,
Christ and Belial.

The Lord lays down his regulations in this matter in
most positive terms, telling usin the Golden Text of this
lesson that "he that hateth his brother is a murderer”--telling
us also that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him,
and assuring us that the spirit or disposition of murder is
the spirit or disposition of the Adversary, who was the first
murderer. If weresist the devil he will flee from us, but if
we alow anger and a souring disposition to take possession
of our minds, the Adversary comes closer and closer until
he crouches at the door of our hearts, ready to leap in and
have possession at afavorable opportunity. In Cain's case,
he was not counted as having sinned at the time he thought
of his brother in angry mood--his sin was in the outcome of
that angry mood--murder itself.

With us the matter is different, because the Lord is not
dealing with us according to the flesh but according to the
spirit, the will, the intention. Our flesh is reckoned as degenerated,
hopelessly dead, and we are accepted of the Lord
purely on the basis of our new minds, our faith in Chrit,
and our consecration to walk in his steps. For all such
New Creatures murder would be an impossibility. How
could one who has the Spirit of the Lord commit murder?

It would be impossible for him to desire or commit murder
under any conditions. It would imply that he had lost the
Spirit of the Lord entirely; and since under the Lord's Covenant



he would not be permitted to do thisignorantly and

without reproof, it would imply awilfulnessin the sin.

Still stronger is the statement that hatred would be murder

for the New Creation. The angry thought might be suggested
through the imperfect, fallen brain, but the mind, the

will, must be so loyal to God and so well instructed respecting
hiswill that it would repul se such a suggestion as that

of hate. The New Creature, the New Will, the New Intention,
cannot deliberately entertain afeeling of hatred toward

a brother--it would mean the spirit or disposition of murder,
and thus the reverse of the Lord's Spirit.

WORKS OF THE FLESH AND OF THE DEVIL

Another Apostle, in cautioning the Church, assures us
that the works of the fallen flesh and of the devil are manifestly
different from the works or operation of the Spirit of
the Lord in his people. The latter he tells us brings forth
the reverse, or the fruitage of gentleness, meekness, patience,
long suffering, brotherly kindness, love, etc.; the former,
the spirit of the fallen nature, the Adversary--anger, malice,
envy, hatred, strife, backbiting and slander.

It isonly aswe get this matter well before our mental
vision that we have the proper conception of the Spirit of
the Lord in contrast with the spirit of error, the spirit of the
Adversary, the disposition of sin. Whoever gets such an
opening of the eyes of his understanding will be assisted,
quickened thereby to fresh zeal in his opposition to sinin
its every form. And the wider the eyes of his understanding
open to adiscernment of God's character and the beauties
of hislaw of love and justice, the more vigilant will he
bein his opposition to the downward tendencies of his own
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flesh--the more on guard lest he should be overtaken in
such faults.

DESIRE CONCEIVES SIN

Weread, "Lust [desire] when it has conceived bringeth
forth sin, and sin when it is finished bringeth forth
death." (Jas. 1:15.) Here we have a suggestion of the insidious
character of sin; it does not stalk about openly inits
horrible aspect, rather it startsin desire: it is prompted by
selfishness of some kind, either in envy asin Cain's case or
in ambition as in Satan's case. Small, refined, insidious
are the beginnings of such desires, with no suggestion whatever
of disloyalty to God or murder of our fellows. Itis
when these selfish desires and envyings, being unrepul sed,
have gradually grown stronger and stronger, that, as the
Apostle suggests, they conceive and bring forth to fruition,
where they have life actually. Then the courseislonger or
shorter according to the individual or the circumstances,
but the tendency of a desire that has conceived isto bring
forth--to have the desire, the ambition, the envy, reach a



consummation, and such a consummation is always sin.

Such sin continued in, unrepented of, cherished, would surely
lead on to death--the Second Death. How important,

then, it is that we keep a close watch upon the desires of

our hearts, and remember that out of the heart, out of the
desires, proceed not only the good, kind, loving, generous
sentiments, conceiving and bringing forth good deeds, kind
words and proper conduct, but also out of the heart desires
proceed the envyings and wrong and selfish ambitions which
lead farther and farther away from the Lord and nearer and
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nearer to that condition which he would ultimately declare
worthy of the Second Death. How appropriate the words
of the poet:--

"I want a principle within
Of jealous, godly fear;
A sensibility of sin,
A painto feel it near;
| want the first approach to feel
Of pride or fond desire;
To catch the wandering of my will,
And quench the kindling fire."

"THOU SHALT RULE OVER HIM"

After cautioning Cain that sin crouched at the door of
his heart, the Lord added, "Unto thee shall be his desire and
thou shalt rule over him;" that is to say, Satan desired
to have Cain, but the latter's proper course would be to resist
the devil, to rule over him by keeping his heart in tune
with the Lord and the recognized spirit of righteousness,
justice, love. St. Peter found the Adversary desiring to
have him, to sift him as wheat, to get him out of the discipleship
of which he was one of the strongest characters and
leader. We have all seen how nearly the Adversary succeeded
in Peter's case as he entirely succeeded in Cain's.
Peter had the advantage of the Lord's prayers and of his
contact with him and of the lessons he had learned as his
disciple, and in his case a victory resulted, even though for a
time he was overcome.

Isit not the same with al the Lord's true followers?
Is not Satan desiring to have us to sift us-—-to hinder us
from being garnered amongst those who shortly will
shine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of the Father. (Matt. 13:43.)
Assuredly thisisthe case, and our experiences today
arein full accord with the testimony of the Scriptures
that we are now in avery trying time--subject to the special
temptations of the Adversary, but succored of the Lord in a
special manner through his Word, through the brethren,
through the various helpful instrumentalities which the Lord
has provided for this harvest time for those who look to him
for assistance and who are willing and glad to accept those
aids which he proffersthem. Y ea, we see that we are living



in that particular time which the Scriptures designate the

hour of temptation, which shall come upon all them that

dwell upon the face of the whole earth.--Rev. 3:10.
Temptations, trials, there must needs be: without these

there would be no such thing as demonstrating or perfecting

character, and the Lord proposes that only overcomers shall

be joint-heirs with his Son in the Kingdom. Instead, therefore,

of temptations being a sign of divine displeasure they

should be regarded by us as evidences of the Lord's favor--

that he still considers us worthy of being further proven;

that he still has us in hand with a view to our preparation,

chisdling, polishing, making ready for placesin his glorious

heavenly Temple. Let uslearn, therefore, to rejoice in tribulation

and, as the Apostle urges, let usalso fear. (2 Cor. 7:4;

Heb. 4:1.) Thus between the rejoicing and the fear,

and carefulness and watchfulness and prayerfulness, we

shall bein that attitude which will assist usin the knowing

and doing of the good and acceptable and perfect will of

God.

"MY BROTHER'S KEEPER"

How long Cain brooded over his trouble, how long it
took for hiswrong desire, his envy, to conceive and bring
forth the sin of murder we are not told--merely the fact is
stated that this was the bitter fruit. The Lord did not hinder
the murder, and even dealt most generously with the
murderer, to whose attention the matter is called by the inquiry,
"Whereis Abel, thy brother?' Asthe question implied
ignorance on the Lord's part, Cain may have wondered
to what extent the Almighty was omniscient, all-seeing, and his
answer was in line with this. "l know not: am | my brother's
keeper?' This question continually recurs, not only
amongst the members of Adam's natural family but also
amongst the brethren of the Lord's family, the New Creation.
To what extent is one his brother's keeper? how far does
our responsibility go?

Let uslook first at the spiritual family: I1ts members
are declared to be bounden or holden one to another by the
cords of love, by membership in the body of Christ, so that
if one member suffer all the members suffer with it, and if
one member be honored all the members are honored. (1 Cor. 12:26.)
The Apostle, expatiating on the importance of
the various members of the body, declares that even the
humblest is necessary--that the hand may not say to the
foot, | have no need of thee; and that asin our natural
bodies we take the greatest care of those members which are
least pleasing, so in the spiritual family those which are
least attractive of themselves need our attention and sympathy
and covering with the garment of charity more than do
others. The new commandment which the Lord gaveto his
disciples was, "That ye love one another as | have loved
you." We cannot love the world with that deep, intensive
love--it is not incumbent upon us to sacrifice our own interests
for the world; but it is made obligatory that we have
the Lord's Spirit toward all the household of faith, so that,



as he did, so shall we regjoiceto lay down our lives for the
brethren, serving them with our moments and our hours at
the cost of our own self-denial.

"EVERY MEMBER IS NECESSARY"

According to this, the law of our Head, the terms and
conditions of membership in his body, we are our brothers
keepers: each one has aresponsibility for hisfellow--not
to intrude upon him as a busybody, but to look out for his
interests, hiswelfare, and to do al for that brother that he
would have that brother do for him--yea, more than this:
that he would lay down his|life for his brother, as Christ
loved the Church and gave himself for her. If al the Lord's
brethren could realize this to be the divine rule governing
the New Creation, and realize that only those who do live
up to this rule are making their calling and election sure,
what an awakening of zeal amongst the brethren for the
service one of another would result, and what a blessing
would cometo all of the Lord's dear flock! Let ustake
heed that no man take our crown--that we be found possessors
of the Master's Spirit toward the fellow members,
and thus be accounted worthy of a share in the Kingdom
class.

Asfor theworld: We are to remember that while thereis
awide gulf between the natural man and the New Creature
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in Christ, nevertheless according to the flesh there is a brotherhood
which we are not to disdain or overlook. The entire
groaning creation are our brethren according to the flesh,
and have claims upon us that the Lord would have us recognize.
They are our "neighbors," and according even to
the Jewish letter of the Law the neighbor must be loved
as one's self--hisinterests are to be safeguarded as we
would guard our own interests. Hence, in the whole world
of mankind, this question, "Am | my brother's keeper?"
would properly be answered, Y es, each one should be on the
lookout for the interests, the welfare of others as well as his
own, and so doing would not be disposed to override or cheat
his neighbor, but, according to the Golden Rule, to do unto
others as he would have them do to him.

We cannot hope that the world, blinded by selfishness,
and devoting all the energies of life along selfish lines and
ambitious channels--we are not to expect the world to appreciate
this high standard of the divine Law. But surely
all who are New Creatures in Christ should appreciate it,
and in their dealings with the world, therefore, should not
only bejust, but more--loving and generous and kind, unwilling
to injure but willing to bless. Thus the Lord's people
areto be peculiar people in that they unselfishly will
seek to be their brother's keepers, looking out for the interests
of others aswell asfor their own interests. Not necessarily
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laying down their lives for their neighbors, but ready to do
good unto all men as they have opportunity, especialy to the
household of faith.--Gal. 6:10.

THE VOICE OF ABEL'SBLOOD

Putting the matter in figurative language, the Lord declared
to Cain that Abel's blood cried from the ground for
vengeance. It was another way of telling Cain that the
Lord was omniscient, knew everything that transpired, knew
that his brother had died at hishand. In thisfigurative
sense all sin cries for the punishment of the wrong-doer--it
isthe voice of justice. The Apostle Paul, referring to the
death of our Lord, who similarly was murdered by his
brethren, and whose blood might be expected to cry out
against them, against the whole world of mankind, tells us
that, instead of crying for vengeance, our Lord's blood--
shed as a sacrifice on our behalf, as an atonement for our
sins--cries out not for justice but for mercy! O, how gracious
that our dear Redeemer, laid not the sin to the charge
of those who crucified him and despitefully used him, but
that in his generosity he iswilling to make an appropriation
of his precious blood on behalf of the sinners, to effect
their reconciliation to God by the blood of the cross--by his
death on the cross.

The Apostle's words are that the blood of Jesus speaketh
better things for us than the blood of Abel. (Heb. 12:24.)

Let us not forget that blood stands for or represents

something higher than itself--that when we speak of

the blood of Christ we are not referring merely to that which
coursed his veins and arteries and which flowed from his
wounded side, but we are speaking of that which the blood
represents, namely, the life: asthe Lord said, "Thelifeis

the blood." Hence, whenever the shedding of blood is referred

to, the giving up of life, the death, isthe main

thought--thus the passage, "We are not redeemed with corruptible
things such as silver and gold, but with the precious

blood of Christ," signifies that we are redeemed with the incorruptible
life of Christ--the life which was not under penalty,

not forfeited, not condemned, but approved, and which

was yielded up as a sacrifice, a corresponding price, a ransom,

for the forfeited life of Adam and hisrace.

The curse of God was upon Cain, the murderer--divine
condemnation rested upon him; he was cut off from communion
with God, previously enjoyed, and according to his
own language felt his condemnation and outcast condition
severely. The Lord declares through the Apostle that no
murderer hath eternal life. This signifies that anyone having
the spirit of murder in his heart is unfit for eternal
life, could not, according to divine arrangement, be granted
that great boon or blessing--he himself must die, because
unfit for life. This does not mean that there will be no hope
for Cain in the future: we know not to what extent he may
have repented of his crime before he died. But we are sure
that he, aswell as all mankind, not only will receive ajust



recompense or punishment for their sins, but also secure a
measure of the blessing which God has provided for every
member of the race through the dear Redeemer, who bought
us with the precious blood.

On the other hand, for one of the Lord's consecrated
ones, begotten of the Spirit, to commit murder intentionally,
willingly, in the first degree, would undoubtedly mean his
Second Death; because it would signify that the spirit of
love, the Spirit of God, must have entirely perished in his
heart ere such adeed could be deliberately and intentionally
committed. We would have no hope for such an one.
More than this, for wilful and deliberate hatred toward a
brother to be engendered in the heart would seem to mean
the perishing of the spirit of love there, and if so would
mean the Second Death. However, because of the weaknesses
of the flesh it would be very unsafe for any of usto
attempt to judge closely upon this point. But it would be well
indeed that we should be fearful along these lines, as the Apostle
suggests, "Let us fear, lest a promise being left us of entering
into his rest any of us should seem to come short of it."
(Heb. 4:1.) Let usfear, therefore, any approximation of a
feeling of hatred, anger or malice against a brother in the
Lord or against anybody. Let us strive more and more that
the new mind shall control positively in our thoughts and
intentions, and so far as possible in our outward deportment.
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SOME INTERESTING LETTERS

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL :--

There are three churches quite close to us, Free
Methodists, United Brethren, and Methodist Episcopal.
We were not here very long before they found out that
Bro. Wagner knew something about the Bible, and the
Free Methodists came and asked him to come to Sunday
School and teach their Bible class. Hetold them
if they would let him teach the way he understood the
Bible he would teach, and that he would not teach anything
or accept anything without a direct proof from
the Bible. "Yes," they said, "he could teach that way,"
and he has taught it that way ever since. While some
did not altogether agree with what he taught they could
not find anything to disprove it and had to let it go.
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A short time after he started teaching there the United
Brethren asked him to take their Bible Class also, because
they heard he was so "wonderful" on the Bible,

and as their school was in the afternoon and the other

in the morning he could do it. He accepted on the

same terms as with the Free Methodists. One of the

class leaders of the M.E. Church heard so much that



he came to our house to investigate, and Brother Wagner
gave him a brief outline of God's plan. We gave him
some tracts and he soon came back to hear more and
get more to read. We gave him Voal. |. in "Scripture
Studies," and he told us on Sunday night he wanted us
to send for the TOWER, Diaglott and a set of the "Studies."
Last Sunday, when he got his quarterly to look
at the lesson he said the explanation was too "rank,"
and he would not go to Sunday School at al, as he
said he did not have enough of the Truth to teach yet
and would not teach error.

The Free Methodist minister said Sunday before
last that he thought this was not suitable doctrine to
teach in the Sunday School, which this M.E. class
leader found out, and immediately came to ask Bro.
Wagner if he would take charge of aBible classif he
started one, and teach the Truth. Bro. Wagner consented
and he arranged one for last Sunday night.
His brother class |eader became alarmed and decided
to come also and show his brother his foolishness, but
after the meeting he came humbly forward and shook
hands with Brother Wagner and said he had never
heard anything like it and begged for permission to
come again. There were fourteen at the meeting with
their Bibles and al thoroughly interested. The interested
had not all been notified, as the time was too
short, and we expect many more next Saturday night
at our house. The membership of either of these
churches does not exceed twenty, so you seethereisa
good percentage interested in the Truth.

Your sister in his name, S M.W.,--Pa
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MY DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:--

Assuch | am indeed glad to addressyou. | am a
stranger to you in the flesh, but am of "the household
of faith." Y ou have not the time to listen to my experience,
for it is but one of many that you have heard
and of which | trust there shall be many others. Yet
it differsin many particulars. For perhaps nine years
| had been seeking the truth; had seenit asaland
afar off. | came up closer to it, however, after coming
to this place in May, 1905, where | have been as pastor
of aBaptist Church. Before coming here for a number
of years| had been a student of the subject of the
Lord's return, and before coming here | had come upon
the first volume of MILLENNIAL DAWN. | did not get
interested in it until some time about September or
October of last year, when a Pilgrim brother came and
| happened in, as it seemed, being attracted by the advertisement
of the meeting. There the seed was sown.
| had come so far that | have concluded to resign my
pastorate here. | have doneit really, though unknown



to al the Church, and have been for nearly two months
working at my old trade, carpentering, and on the
Lord's day ministering in the Truth to the people here.
Circumstances are such that | cannot locate elsewhere
until about the middle of November, so | shal resign
here to take effect then. | am really out of Babylon,
and the satisfaction is simply indescribable. | am
glad to have obeyed the Master's voice.

Y oursin the common faith, , Pa.
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DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:--

The Pilgrim service continues a source of great
blessing to me, and where arequest for Pilgrim visits
was sent to the TOWER office | believe the visits are
especialy refreshing to the friends of the Truth in that
locality. There, too, the spirit of love and good fellowship
is more pronounced, and generally there is manifest
agreater degree of zeal for the service of the
Truth. Indeed, how could we expect it to be otherwise?
And where Pilgrim visits are requested | find
more hungering for truth, and of these it is written,
"They shall befilled." They seem to show more the
disposition of self-sacrifice and less inclination to criticize
each other. The characteristic of contentment
dominates more largely, while at the same time they
deplore their inability to do a great deal more for the
Master.

Some are disposed to think their accommodations
for entertaining a Pilgrim are not good enough. But |
assure them to the contrary, for so often they are much
better than we deserve. Our service is so easy, so
devoid of weariness of mind and body, and withal so
blessed and spiritually uplifting that anything the dear
friends have to offer is good enough for us, and "our
cup runneth over" with joy continually.

There seems one thing, however, that needs to be
corrected, so far as my observation goes, and that is
the bringing to the meetings of small children, who
cry and fret and talk aloud and thus disturb others
who are present, as well as distract the attention of the
speaker, so that he cannot do justice to the occasion.
Many of the friends tell me they cannot get from the
service the good they would like to have gotten, because
some infant or small child present drew their attention
despite their effort to keep the mind on what the Pilgrim
was saying. And I find, too, that the fretful
child impairs the service in that the speaker's attention
is drawn from his subject, and causes more or less
of rambling talk and disconnected sentences, and an
extra effort and weariness.

R3931 : page 30



While personally | have not been troubled much in
this respect, the friends tell me of many instances
where the service of other Pilgrims (and in one instance
your own talk) was spoiled by afretful child.

Wherever | go, dear Brother, | hear expressions of
sympathy for yourself and deep appreciation of your
work and the Truth in general. | think the Churchis
drawing together more and more closely in bonds of
love and Christian unity.

Faithfully in Christ, your brother,

J. A. BOHNET,--Pilgrim.

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:--

Knowing that you would be specially interested in
having a more particular account of the condition of
the harvest work in the Maritime Provinces than could
be possible in our reports, | have thought that a letter
to this end would be acceptable.

One of the most significant things noted, as contrasted
with last visit, was that there seemed to be a
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greater desire to look into what, to many there, seems
to be a"new doctrine." Thiswas manifested in an increased
attendance of Church members at the different
meetings, who had been reading to some extent the
harvest literature. The meetings were held in Presbyterian,
Baptist, Unitarian, Disciple, and MacDonalite
churches; also, in two instances, in Y.M.C.A. halls.

InH we had quite an interesting time. The
friends secured a Disciple Church for the meetings.
The minister and some of the members of the committee
having in charge the leasing of the Church were
out of town when the permission was granted, but on
the evening of the first meeting all the members of the
committee were present.

| spoke on God's Plan of Salvation and was listened
to very attentively, and before the close of the
meeting announced another meeting for the next evening.
After the close of the meeting | noticed severa
of the audience, who | afterwards learned comprised
the committee, gathered together and conversing very
earnestly. Then | saw them call the brother who had
secured the hall, and begin conversation with himin a
very animated manner. | scented trouble of some kind,
and when it seemed opportune approached them and
enquired what was the matter. One of the committee
replied that in the absence of their minister they did
not care to assume the responsibility of allowing usto
hold another meeting, and also said that if all the members
of the committee had been at home when the application
was made we would not have been permitted to



have the use of the Church at all. | told them that the
meeting had been announced for the next night, and
that | did not see who could assume the responsibility
if they did not. Then one of the committee asked why
we had come to them to secure their Church--why we
had not secured one of the several hallsin the city. |
answered that | had nothing to do with that matter,
but that the reason doubtless was because our brethren
were aware of the fact that the Disciple Church professed
to be an unsectarian Church, having no creed,
and held that all who believed in Christ as Savior and
Lord were their brethren in Christ; and as their
Church was the only Church of this character in the
city, it was quite natural for them to ask this favor of
their brethren in the cause of Christ. This had the
effect of silencing the brother, and appealed to the
"Disciple pride" of the others.

| then said that we recognized the peculiar circumstances
under which they were placed and that possibly
under similar circumstances we might act as they
were doing, and on this account, to avoid getting them
into difficulty, we would relieve them of any responsibility
by giving up the use of the Church and would
try to secure another place.

Just at this point in the conversation a man who
had been listening very attentively stepped up and
said, "l think you are all wasting time. The meeting
has been given out for tomorrow night, and there were
quite a number of strangers here who will come tomorrow
expecting to hear thisman, and | can't see any
reason why this committee can't let the meeting be
held as announced. | am not a member of the committee,
but | am of the Church, and have avoicein the
matter. | myself was interested in the discourse, and
| want to hear the brother to afinish." This had an
instantaneous effect upon the committee, who then,
after afew moments consultation, decided to let us
have the Church for the next evening.

On leaving the building, a sister, who was a member
of the Disciple congregation, approached me and
said, "The committee did not tell you what their chief
objection was to your having the use of the Church.
The fact isthat you are under the bann. It isreported
that some time ago you spoke at a Disciple Church at
P , and were instrumental in splitting the Church
there." | told her | did speak in P two years ago,
but that it wasin a private house, and that it was at
the invitation of the President of the Women's Foreign
Mission Society who had previously been reading the
literature of the W.T.B. Society and had, three
months before the time of my visit, withdrawn from
the Disciple Church. Further, that the minister of the
Disciple Church was present with several of his congregation,
but that they came of their own free will.
| told her further that our work, which had been going
on for years, did not have the object of establishing a



new sect, but simply to bring the truth within the reach
of all lovers of Christ and his Word.

The next evening quite a number of the Disciple
Church were present at the meeting, including all the
committee. We spoke on "How to Study the Bible Intelligently,"
giving an outline of the ages, dispensations,
etc. Theinterest was much deeper than on the
previous evening, and | have learned since that it had
the effect of awakening an inquiry concerning what was
to become of those who have never had afull opportunity
to be saved in the present life. The literature was
taken quite freely and is being read.

At our visitto P after thiswe found a Methodist
minister who had been obliged to give up hislaborsin
his Church on account of physical weakness, and had
on this account found time to read the DAWN series and
had comeinto the Truth. He attended all the meetings,
and expressed adesire, if his health was restored
to him, to engage in some active part of the harvest
work--the col porteur work preferably.

InS we found a Presbyterian minister who had
read all the DAWNS, and was so favorable to the teaching
that he allowed us to have the use of his chapel for
apublic meeting. We had a very good hearing, and
trust the results to the Lord's keeping.

AtS J at one of the meetings six ministers
were present. They doubtless were stirred to look after
their flocks.

We found the friends in all the places were more
zealousin their efforts to bring the Truth within the
reach of the people, and had advertised the public
meetings quite extensively. They were all very demonstrative
in expressing their appreciation of the efforts of
yourself in ministering to their spiritual needs; they
also expressed their deep sympathy for you in your
trials, and desired that we convey to you an expression
of their complete confidence and full sympathy for you
in all your work and labor of love. Thereisagreat
desirein all the different places to see and hear you.

It would be of great help to the furtherance of the harvest
message.

With Christian love to you and all the dear friends,
| am, as ever, yoursin Christ,

R. E. STREETER,--Pilgrim.
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