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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

ZIONISM FAVORED BY TURKEY

PALESTINE LIFTS up its head with hope.
The new Governor of Jerusalem has recently
made a most sympathetic pronouncement.
Itis believed that he voices the sentiment

of the Turkish Government. Everywhere
the Pacha, Muhdi Bey, is enthusiastically
received by the Jewish colonists. The
principal of these, Richon-le-Zion, gave a
galadinner in the Pacha's honor. At it the
colonists expressed unswerving fidelity of the Jews to the
Ottoman Constitutional Government.

The Governor made quite alengthy speech, the substance
of which isreported as follows:

"Gentlemen, allow mefirst of al to thank you for the
hearty reception you have accorded me.

"Y ou have undoubtedly heard from both people and
press abroad that our Government objects to Zionism.
Thisisincorrect. We, Ottomans, know the Jews too well
to suspect them of disloyalty.

"We know that the Jews do not come to Palestine for
mere political reasons. It isthe holy associations connected
with thisland that act magnetically upon them;
therefore our Ottoman Government has no reason to oppose
Zionism.

"History proves that Turkey has always welcomed the
Jews in times of persecution and distress, and we have embraced
with open arms the exiles from Judae-phobian
countries.

"We rejoice to see the wonderful progress you have
made in Palestine during the few years of your indefatigable
labors, and you are this day amodel for the Arab
villagers around you. Y ou are an object lesson to your
native neighbors, who can neither read nor write, that
they may see the great possibilities of the land. | therefore
lay before you the following proposition:

THE GOVERNMENTAL PROPOSAL

"In order that your life and property may be placed
beyond jeopardy, it is your bounden duty to establish yourselves
on afirm basis, and thisis what you should do.

"Choose from among yourselves a municipal head,
whose appointment will be ratified by the Government, to
administer justice and execute judgment according to the
rules and regulations of the Ottoman provinces.

"Y ou will have to appoint guards and gendarmes,



whose names will be registered by the local government,
which will provide them with uniforms and all necessary
accoutrements and invest them with authority.

"Y ou must also install telephonic communication between
colony and colony, village and village, so that any
attack or outrage may at once be notified at headquarters
and the marauders be apprehended and punished.

"I know there are unlimited possibilitiesin thisland,
but we are unfortunately still handicapped. | trust, however,
that little by little the goal will be reached, to the
great benefit of the country.

"For my part, | will try to put you in possession of the
sandhills bordering on the seashore and give you legal
title-deeds for the same.

"A part of it | will alot you for a capacious Government
Building which will serve as your central administrative
premises.

"Brethren and kinsmen, give your helping hands to the
Government, and the Government, on her part, will aid you
on to further progress.”

The following from aworldly standpoint sticks closely
to the predictions of the Bible, hence we reproduce them
from Woman's World:--

JUST A FEW GROWING PAINS.

"Coal strikesin England and America--revolutionin
Mexico--anarchy in China--Italy at the throat of Turkey
--woman clamoring for the vote!

"What of it? There's no cause to be pessimistic--
nothing's really the matter with the world--just growing
pains!

"Progress has set for herself a sudden and terrific
pace. The earth has been spinning faster in the last
twenty years than it ever before whirled. Naturally,
there's a bit of displacement in spots, but nothing to hurt.

"We can't very well apply electricity to athousand
uses, go snooping among the clouds, universalize education,
introduce penny journalism, and give science afree
rein without some trivial consequences.

"Old viewpoints are sure to shift, old creeds must give
way to new ideals, society is bound to readjust its
divisions.

"The ancient molds of thought and economics, religion
and government, are splitting. Our eyes see truths which
our ancestors could not behold and by their light we
perceive their errors and their inadequacies.

"The greatest revolutions that have ever swept the
universe will break within the coming hundred years.



"Before this century is closed, the last king shall have
lost his throne, the last battleship shall be scrapped, the
last army shall have junked its guns. East and West shall
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meet in athousand common causes and the Five Races
join handsin brotherhood.

"Perfected wireless tel ephony and tel ephotography,
mile-a-second trains and airships will condense the seas
and continents into ponds and back lots.

"Africawill become aweek-end resort for the New
Y orker, and the Canadian farmer will press a button, lift
his receiver and exchange crop gossip with hissonin
Siberia.

"Pain will be banished. Surgery will have accomplished
therelief of insanity and blindness. Cancer,
tuberculosis, paralysis, will be as easily cured as sprains
and lumbago.

"There will be no waste in food nor inland. The air
will yield its wealth of nitrates to the condensers and
every arable acre will luxuriate with vegetation.

"The stored heat of the sun will furnish power and
warmth for al humanity. Plagues and pests will
disappear.

"Eugenics will regulate society; men and women will
mate by definite laws; efficient organization will check
economic spendthriftry and eradicate poverty; engineering
will solve the problems of competent housing, ventilation
and sunlight; the standardization of health and of welfare
will extirpate prostitution and crime.

"A dream? Not abit of it!

"A far-fetched vision? You are wrong!

"No imagination can pierce the horizons that cloak the
tomorrow from our sight.

"The farthest-flung optimism can only estimate a
fragment of man's coming glories. How can you sneer!

"Turn back and view the fifty years behind you. What
prophet in your father's youth would have dared proclaim
the many magics of today?

"Strikes, revolts and wars are but chips that fly beneath
the chisel of progress.

"There will be many wars, mobs will rage, battles will
wage, tyranny will clutch with strangling fingers, bigotry
will plot, avarice will scheme--but to what will these
aval?'
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"FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT"

"Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal
life, whereunto thou art also called."--1 Tim. 6:12.



IF WE ARE naturally combative, we may see,

or think we see, cause for a continual warfare

from the cradle to the grave; and a

little warping of sound judgment may give

this disposition a seemingly religious turn

and deceive such a one into the idea that

heisfighting the "good fight," when in

reality heis only cultivating a quarrelsome

disposition, out of harmony with the spirit

of meekness and temperance, whichisa

most essential feature of the Christian character. Again,
many of an opposite disposition are inclined to ignore
the fact that the Christian life is to be awarfare, and to
regard only those Scriptures which counsel meekness, forbearance,
patience, gentleness, etc.

Here are two extremes, both of which must be guarded
against; and in order to help usto rightly judge and balance
ourselves, the Apostle recommends us to mark, to
observe closely those who walk circumspectly, according
to the rules laid down in the Scriptures, and counsels us
to beware of the influence of those who do not so walk.
"For," he says, "many walk, of whom | have told you
often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies
of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction,
whose God is their belly, and whose glory is their shame,
who mind earthly things," which they covenanted to sacrifice.
--Phil. 3:17-19.

Let us then mark some worthy examples that we may
see how they ran for the prize and notice whether there
isany indication that they ran successfully. First, we
mark the perfect example of our Lord, our Leader and
Forerunner, in whose footsteps we are invited to follow.
We notice that His course in the "narrow way" of sacrifice
began with an entire consecration of Himself to the
will of God. His consecration was made with simplicity
and sincerity, and included all that He had--"Lo, | come
to do Thy will, O God!"--Heb. 10:7.

He did not say, Father, | will give Thee atithe of My
time, My service, and My means, and retain the remainder
for Myself and for the pursuit of My own ambitions
and plans. Hedid not say, Father, | have chosen this or
that specia work, and | trust Thy blessing will attend it.

He did not say, Asfar as| understand Thy will, Father,

| am willing to do it--with the implication that if the

Father should ever ask anything too severe, or seemingly
unreasonable, He might change Hismind. No. His consecration
was simply to the doing of the Father's will,

whatever that will might prove to be. And then He earnestly
applied Himself to the study of the Law and the

Prophets, that He might know the will of God concerning

Him.

When tempted to change His course He replied, "How
then shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?"
"The cup which My Father hath given Me, shall | not
drink it?* (Matt. 26:54; John 18:11.) Helaid aside His
own will and carried out the will of God, though it cost



Him privation at every step and finally a death most painful
and ignominious. From this course of sacrifice He
never wavered, even for a moment.

Our Lord'swas agrand character for our imitation.
"Yes," saysone, "but our Lord was perfect and therefore
could do the Father's will perfectly." Very true; we are
thankful and rejoice in this, for had He not been perfect
He could never have redeemed us. Y et we needed also
just such an example; for however imperfectly we, like
school children, may succeed in imitating the copy, we
need to have a perfect copy.

ST. PETER A NOBLE SOLDIER

But while Christ was much more to us than a perfect
example for our imitation, which under our present infirmities
we cannot fully duplicate, we have other examples
furnished among brethren of similar infirmities
with ourselves. Let us mark them and see how they followed
the Master.

There was St. Peter, with his quick, impulsive nature,
always loving, yet vacillating--now defending his Master
at his own peril, and again disclaiming and denying Him;
now boldly contending for the faith, and again compromising
with Jewish prejudices, calling forth and justly
meriting St. Paul's faithful reproof. Yet, rightly exercised
by reproof and discipline and endeavoring to rule
himself, his Christian character ripened and beautified
from year to year, as evidenced by his grand and noble
Epistles to the Church, written by inspiration and handed
down from generation to generation for nineteen centuries,
and he had many evident marks of the Lord's loving
approval.

R5109 : page 305

Before St. Peter had time to expressin words his
regret of his denial of the Lord, he was assured of forgiveness
and of the continued favor of feeding our Lord's
sheep; for the Lord knew the sincerity of hislove and
realized that through weakness and fear he had sinned.
Mark, too, St. Peter's affection for his "beloved Brother
Paul" (2 Pet. 3:15,16), who had so plainly reproved and
rebuked him; and for the Lord, who had said, " Get thee
behind Me, Satan [adversary]; thou art an offense unto
Me; for thou savorest not the things that be of God, but
those that be of men." (Matt. 16:23.) Poor St. Peter!

It was an uphill road for him, but he seemed to consider
and appreciate his own weakness and to put his shoulder
to the wheel in a more determined effort to overcome
the propensities of his old nature, and to cultivate the
graces of the Christian character.

But did he finally overcome? and was he accepted as
one of that glorious company which shall constitute the
Bride of Christ? Yes, truly; for the risen Lord Himself
declared that his name is written with the others of the



twelve Apostles in the very foundations of the Heavenly
City, the New Jerusalem, the Kingdom of God. (Rev. 21:14.)
See what poor, weak St. Peter gained by his

meekness and patience under painful discipline!

OTHER VALIANT WARRIORS

St. Paul was a stronger character by nature. He had
evidently made alife business of ruling himself, though
he was naturally positive and firm. When the Truth
reached him he had a great advantage at once, both in
his natural disposition and in his early culture, so that he
could walk more firmly and steadily; and using al his
energy in this direction he furnishes for our imitation a
noble example of steadfastness and endurance, of untiring
zeal and sincerest devotion. See and ponder well,

2 Cor. 11:23-33; 12:10,15.

St. John was naturally loving, gentle and meek; and
that very disposition would make it difficult for him to
sever the many ties of human friendship which such dispositions
always draw about them. Y et he was faithful
to his Master, regardless of the human ties. Hewas
a patient, faithful teacher of the doctrines of Christ, and
willingly suffered banishment to the lonely Isle of Patmos
for his faithful witnessing to the Truth.

Similar was the course of al the Apostles. They were
bold, faithful advocates of the Truth, and examples of its
power to sanctify wholly, as they gradually grew in grace,
submitting themselves to its transforming influence. They
were men of similar and varied dispositions like ourselves.
Mark those who so run, and do likewise. God marked
these, and kept a careful record of their course,
judging them by their motives and endeavors; and He
shows us that their course, thus judged, all their imperfections
being covered by the imputed righteousness of
their Leader, was acceptableto Him. They left all and
followed Christ. Their all was not very much, not more,
perhaps, than we have to leave; but it was their all, and
SO was acceptable.

St. Peter had left his fishing business and his friends
to travel with the Master and learn and teach the Truth.

He had thus given up his own will and his present interests
to do the will of God. When he said to the Lord,

"Lo, we have left al, and have followed Thee" (Mark 10:28),
our Lord did not say that St. Peter'slittle all was

not worth mentioning, but He recognized it and encouraged
St. Peter to continue to sacrifice al, with the assurance

that in due time he should be rewarded. (Mark 10:29,30.)
And so shall we all be, if we faint not; for faithful

isHethat hath called us, who also will exalt usin due
time.--1 Thess. 5:24; | Pet. 5:6.

As we thus mark the course of the faithful ones, we see
that their warfare was largely one with themselves. It
was their endeavor to keep down their own human wills
while they carried out the Divine will. Even in the case
of our Lord, where the human will was perfect, it was a



hard thing to do, as evidenced by His words, "Father, if
it be possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless,
not as | will, but as Thou wilt."--Matt. 26:39.

THE WARFARE IN PROGRESS FOR CENTURIES

But there is another side of this warfare which we
have not yet considered, and which we dare not overlook
if we would be faithful overcomers. The Truth hasits
enemies now as well asin the days of the Apostles, and
we are set for the defense of the Truth. Hence, the
forces against which we must contend are not only those
within, but also those without. To be listless and indifferent
under such circumstances as surround usis certainly
evidence that we are not fighting the good fight of
faith.

To fight the good fight of faith implies, first, that we
have afaith for which to fight. No man can fight this
good fight who has not come to some knowledge of the
Truth--a knowledge sufficient to awaken his sympathies
and enlist his energiesin its propagation and defense.

Now look at the warfare from this standpoint and see
how the faithful soldiers of the cross from the beginning
of the Age to the present time have contended for the
faith delivered to the saints. (Jude 3.) Havethey calmly
and comfortably rested in luxurious ease, enjoying what
they knew of the Truth themselves, and saying nothing
about it where it would cause aripple of opposition, and
then flattered themselves with the idea that their lazy, do-nothing
tranquility was evidence of their growth in grace?

By no means!

The saints have endured hardness as good soldiers for
the Truth's sake. They have proclaimed it boldly and
have taken the consequences of public scorn and contempt,
the loss of earthly friends, the sacrifice of business
interests and earthly prospects, together with stripes, imprisonments,
and perilsto life on every hand; and in many
cases they have met violent deaths. They have not only
enjoyed the glorious prospect of future blessedness, but
have become active to the extent of their ability in carrying
out God's Plan for securing that end. Had they done
otherwise they would have proved themselves unworthy
of the high honors to which they were called. Soit has
been throughout the entire Age, and continues still.

When the great Mystery of Iniquity, or Papal system,
had reached the height of its power and the very depths
of its corruption, and the eyes of afew faithful children
of God were opened to seeits true character, noble reformers
stepped out and boldly declared their convictions
in the face of most violent persecution. Encouraged by
their example, many other noble souls braved the same
dangers and endured great hardships while contending
for the Truth. Thusthey gave evidence of their zeal and
consecration by their faithfulness, even unto death by
violent hands, and unto persecution and torture of the
most revolting and fiendish character.



THE DECISIVE BATTLE NOW AT HAND

It iswell that we consider frequently such examples
that they may serve to spur our own zeal, and that
we may the more lightly esteem the comparatively light
afflictions which we are now called upon to endure, in our
efforts to disseminate and defend the Truth today. We
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have now no bloody persecutions, though it is still true
that those who will live godly shall suffer persecution.
(2Tim. 3:12.) To"livegodly," however, implies earnestness
and conseguent activity in God's service.

Remember, too, that the Apostle refers to these last
days of the Age as the most perilous times of al. Why?
Because the errors and temptations of this day comein
more subtle forms than heretofore. Thisis emphatically
the Age of Reason--an Age of advancement in almost
every direction; many are running to and fro, and knowledge
isincreasing on every subject.

On the other hand, human conceit and presumption
are running vastly ahead of knowledge; and reason, unguided
by the Divine Revelation, is falling into many
foolish and hurtful errors, which are passing current
among those who profess to be the children of God, but
who are deceived by these errors and are falling away
from "the faith once delivered to the saints." The great
Babylonian system is crumbling into decay, but multitudinous
errors, far more injurious than the formalism and
slumber of Babylon, are at work to build upon itsruins
other systems of iniquity in which even the foundation
principles of Christianity find no place whatever.

These errors must be met by the faithful few who are
armed with the Truth--others cannot detect or defeat
them. Itisfor these, armed with the Sword of the Spirit,
which isthe Word of God, to show by its profound reasonings
the difference between Truth and error, and to
prove that God's Plan, in God's way, is superior to all the
plans and ways of human arrangement.

To escape falling into these errors, and being deceived
by their subtle sophistries and by the professions of loyalty
to God on the part of the deceived deceivers who advance
them, the children of God must keep close to their
Father's Word, and be filled with His Spirit; and when
they see the Truth they must be bold and fearlessin its
defense, regardless of all consequences.

Thisisfighting the good fight of faith, whether you
are severely wounded in the conflict or not. Those who,
sacrificing home comforts, etc., scatter the Truth by the
printed page, which, read and pondered by those receiving
it, gives light and scatters darkness, are just as surely
fighting the good fight of faith asif by word of mouth
they were arguing with those whom they meet. Often they
do it much more effectually. Such shall just as surely receive



their reward and lay hold on eternal life as will
St. Peter and St. Paul and other faithful soldiers of the
cross--if they faint not.

PREPARATIONS FOR THE BATTLE

Thislittle army of faithful soldiers, all told, isbut a
handful, a Little Flock. Though in humbersthey are so
insignificant that the hosts of the opposers of the Truth
fear little from their efforts, the final victory shall be
theirs; and God's power shall be glorified and manifested
in them proportionately more.

Like Gideon's three hundred picked men who feared
not to face the hosts of Midian because the Lord was with
them, these have but to go forth likewise, strong in faith,
sounding their trumpets of Truth and breaking their
earthen vessels (sacrificing their human nature) that the
blessed light of God's Spirit may shine out; and at the
appointed hour the hosts of the enemy shall take the alarm
and flee. Systems of error, new and old, shall be turned
to destruction and, asin the case of the Midianites, each
shall turn upon the other to accomplish the work of their
destruction.

To have the privilege of fighting this good fight of
faith and of being the Lord's chosen ones for the great
work now to be done, God's children, like Gideon's army,
must first be proved--tested. At first there was a host
of thirty-two thousand with Gideon; and when all that
were fearful were told to return to their homes, only ten
thousand remained; and when God further tested these,
only three hundred remained. A little, insignificant company,
truly, they must have appeared, not only to the
Midianites, but also to themselves. Y et, God's power
was made the more manifest by their smallness and weakness.
--Judges 7:3,7,22.

Just soitisnow. No oneiscompelled or urged into
this service. All who are fearful, whose faith in God's
ability and intention to carry out His Plan is not strong
enough to make them bold and courageous, and in haste
to go forth, anxious to sound the trumpet-tones of Truth,
and willing to break their earthen vessels (to sacrifice
themselves) in the service, have the privilege of retiring
from the battlefield. But, of course, such shall have no
part in the honors of the victory with the greater Captain
than Gideon.

THE CONTENDING FORCES

For whom do we fight--for God? for Christ? No, we
answer. We fight for ourselves. A great mistakeis
made on this point by many who seem to imagine that
fighting the good fight of faith is doing something for
God, which deserves His thanks and reward. The Almighty
God does not need that we should fight for Him.
He is omnipotent, abundantly able to take care of Himself
and His cause; He needs not our puny efforts. God



isfighting for us, and assisting and encouraging us to fight
the good fight of faith on our own behalf. It iswell that
this feature of the case be clearly discerned.

Against whom do we fight? We answer, our battle
isnot against our fellow-creatures, nor with carnal weapons;
indeed, we can have large sympathy for even our
most relentless foes, who, to the extent that modern civilization
will permit, are ready and willing to "despitefully
use and persecute” us, and to say al manner of evil
against us falsely. (Matt. 5:11.) We can readily see
that they are blinded in considerable measure, either by
their own prejudice and passion, or by the great Adversary's
delusive false doctrines and superstitions. Hence
our warfare is not directed even against our enemies, and
as we have opportunity we are to seek to do them good,
"in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves."--
2Tim. 2:25.

Hence also, when dealing with these, so far from battling
with them and resisting evil with evil, our Captain
has commanded that we return good for evil, gentleness
for rudeness, kindness for discourtesy; and that we seek
to do good to those who speak evil of us and persecute
us, that thus the eyes of their understanding may be
opened, and that they may be able to discern that there
is such athing as the spirit of Love, generosity, kindness,
whereas they supposed all to be actuated by the same
malevolent spirit of selfishness which controls themselves.

Our fight isto be against Sin--the great taskmaster
which captured our race in the person of Father Adam,
and has held it as slaves from then till now--mankind
paying regularly for six thousand years the terrible
penalty of death, with all its concomitants of sickness,
pain, sorrow and trouble. Yes; thisisthe enemy whom
we are to fight.

Indirectly, Satan is our enemy, because he it was
through whose influence Father Adam first became the
dlave of Sin; and Satan has continued to pursue the same
course, and is even now endeavoring to bring us back
under the dominion of Sin, and to hold usthere. We are
not to forget, however, that our battle is not directly with
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Satan, nor are we to bring against him "arailing accusation”
(Jude 9); rather, we are to say, with Michael, "The
Lord rebuke thee"; and we are to await the Lord's time
and the Lord's way for rebuking Satan. Nevertheless, we
areto resist him; that is, we are to resist his influence and
deceptions and endeavors to mislead us into error and into
sin.

The Lord instructs us that "we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickednessin high places [exalted positions]."
(Eph. 6:12.) Satan, asthe great master, or general of
Sin, has largely to do with al the various influences with



which we must battle. It is hiscunning, his"wiles," that
supervise the battle against us; and since he is a spirit
being, and therefore much more intelligent than ourselves,
the contest would be a very unequal one if we were without
amuch more powerful Spirit Leader. But we are not

thus left to battle alone against superior wisdom and cunning.
Our Captain, the Lord Jesus, has conquered

Sin and has been glorified, and He is on our part, so that
we can confidently say, Greater is He that is on our part
than al they that be against us--Satan and his cohorts

of evil spirits, and his deluded earthly agents and servants.
"If God be for us, who can be against us?'--Rom. 8:31.

St. John seems to sum up the agencies through which
our great captor, Sin, seeksto hold us as his slaves, or, if
we have gotten free, to regain hisinfluence over us, as
three--the world, the flesh, the Devil. We have seen
the powerful influence of the Devil, as the great general
of Sin. We next notice in what sense the world is our
opponent, and in what sense we are to battle against it.

We have just seen that we do not battle with carnal
weapons, nor do we in any sense of the word battle or
contest with our fellow-creatures, seeing that they are
blinded by the Adversary, and really little, if to any
extent, accountable for their course. Our battle is not
with these. It iswith "the spirit of the world," itsinfluence,
that we are to do battle; it is to be fought against
and resisted. The world's disposition, the mind of the
world, the ambitions of the world, the motives which actuate
the world, the pride of life and the deceitfulness of
riches--these things, these wrong views of matters as seen
from the worldly standpoint, we are to resist, to fight
against--and it isadaily battle.

Finally, our battle is with the flesh--our own flesh.

Ever since Sin captured our race, in the person of Father
Adam, its dlavery has been conducive to mental, moral

and physical degradation. Itstendency istoward evil

only, and that continually; and only as we get rid of the
blinding influences, the perverted tastes, desires, ambitions,
hopes and loves which sin cultivates--only in that
proportion do we come to see mattersin their true light,
and to have even afaint glimpse of our degraded condition.
But our great Captain, who is aso the Chief Priest

of our Profession, redeemed us from this slavery to Sin
with His own precious blood. He had compassion upon

us, and when we realized our deplorable condition and
accepted His aid, He set us free from the yoke of Sin's
davery.

But we still have the motions of sin in our bodies--
the tendencies toward sin, which have become almost
second nature to us, through the long period of nearly
six thousand years of slavery. So while we are now free,
and with the mind are serving the Law of Christ and are
accepted into His army as soldiers of the cross, to battle
on the side of righteousness and Truth and goodness and
purity, we nevertheless find our new selves harassed by
the old perverted tastes and inclinations of our own flesh,



toward the service of the old taskmaster. Not the least
of our fightings, therefore, as New Creaturesin Christ
Jesus is against these perverted tendencies of our flesh,
and the battle with these isa daily battle. With the
Apostle Paul, one of the great soldiers of our war, we
should be able to say, "I keep my body [my flesh and its
desires] under [in subjection to my new will, my new
self] lest, when | have preached to others, | myself
should be a castaway."--I Cor. 9:27.

We enlist under the banner of our Captain; that is,
from the time that we make afull consecration to Him,
to fight the good fight, and to lay down our livesin His
service--from that moment He reckons our flesh as dead.
Our minds are renewed--aive toward God with a newness
of life; and hence those motions of sin, which we are
seeking to bring into absolute subjection to the will of God
in Christ, are not recognized by our Lord as the will or
motions of the New Creature, enlisted in His service, but
merely as a part of the general enemy, Sin, pursuing after
and battling with us, which we are pledged to resist and to
war against, and to overcome which our Lord promises
grace and help in every time of need.--Heb. 4:16.

CONTINUAL VIGILANCE URGED

It isthese great enemiesin our own flesh which cause
us the greatest difficulties. It isto thesethat Satan appeals;
it is these which he seeksto encourage in their
warfare against the new spirit of our minds; it is through
these that the spirit of the world gains closest approach
to us, and seeksto capture us and lead us back as slaves
of Sin. So to speak, the New Creature in Christ is beset,
surrounded on every hand with enemies, seeking our disaster
and re-enslavement.

We must battle--battle for ourselves, battle for our
own liberty, battle for victory over our own weaknesses,
battle against the spirit of the world, battle against delusions
and snares of the Adversary by which he seeksto
make the evil things appear good and the right to appear
undesirable. No wonder, then, that the Christian soldier
is urged to be continually watchful; no wonder that heis
urged to "put on the whole armor of God"; no wonder
that heis cautioned in regard to his various and wily foes,
and especially against those of his own flesh.

Thanks be to God for the great Captain of our salvation!
Thanks be to God for the great armory of His
Word, from which we obtain the helmet of salvation, the
intellectual knowledge to protect us from the delusions of
our own perverted sense, from ignorance, and from the
wiles of the Adversary! Thanks beto God also for the
breastplate of righteousness, the merit of Christ and His
great sacrifice, compensating for our imperfections, covering
our vitals and securing thereby our life--eternal
lifel

Thanks be to God also for the shield of faith, of trust,
of confidence in Him who has bought us, in realization



that He who has begun the good work in usis both able
and willing to completeit! Since God so loved us while
we were yet the dlaves of sin, and redeemed us from bondage
with the precious blood of Christ, much more does

He now love us, and much moreis He prepared to aid

us now that we have, by His grace, become free from Sin,
and become the servants of righteousness! Thanks be

to God also for the sandals, the preparation to endure
hardness patiently, which the Truth gives, protecting usin
the walks of life, and from the sharp animosities of the
world! Thanks be to God also for the Sword of the

Spirit, the Word of His Truth, as a defense by which we
can resist the Adversary and come off conquerors, through
Him who loved us and bought us!
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Previous to St. Paul's exhortation to the faithful few,
to fight the good fight of faith, he gives the very wholesome
advice that we lay entirely aside from us the weights
of our former earthly cares, etc.--pride, ambition, discontent,
money-loving and such-like things. We cannot
grasp or hold the treasures of thislife, and at the same
time run successfully for the heavenly prize--"Y e cannot
serve God and Mammon”; and "A double minded maniis
unstablein all hisways."--Matt. 6:24; James 1:8.

Let usthen take St. Paul's counsel--flee these earthly
things and, following after righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, patience, meekness, fight the good fight of
faith, and lay hold on eternal life as joint-heirs with
Christ in the glory of victory shortly to be granted. If,
after we have consecrated our all to God, we turn back to
mind and seek earthly things, and glory in their possession,
we are really glorying in our shame; and the end of such
glory, if pursued to the end, is destruction. "Seethat ye
walk circumspectly,” not minding earthly, but heavenly
things, and not yielding to the temptations of those who
walk otherwise. Then we also shall be setting an example
for others, worthy of their imitation.

"O watch and pray! for thou hast foes to fight--
Foes which alone thou canst not overcome;
Watching and prayer will keep thine armor bright;
Soon will thy toils be o'er, thy victory won.

O watch and pray! the Lord is at the door,
O watch and keep thy garments spotless, pure!”
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THE NEW CREATURE'S RESPONSIBILITY TO DIVINE LAW
PART 3--RESURRECTION OF CHURCH DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF WORLD

WE SHALL NOW consider some texts which



are not generally understood, but which will
enable usto set forth clearly the sharp
distinction between the resurrection of the
Church and that of the world in general.

In | Thess. 4:14,16 the Apostle Paul
mentions two classes--"those who sleep in
Jesus" and "the dead in Christ." Our
L ord's Ransom-sacrifice accomplished on
Calvary has changed the future of the
Adamic race, so that they may now be said to "sleep in
Jesus." The world, therefore, is not to be considered as
extinct, eternally dead, but as asleep, waiting for the time
foreordained of the Father, when "al that arein the
graves shall hear His voice [the voice of the Son of God]
and shall come forth."--John 5:28,29.

"The dead in Christ," however, is an expression applicable
only to the Elect Church. The call to be baptized
into Christ (the Anointed) is an offer which isrestricted
to the "called and chosen and faithful" Church of the
Gospel Age. The Apostleis here referring to those who
have been begotten of the Holy Spirit, and later have
fallen asleep in death.

But they are not to be considered dead in the same
sense in which the world is dead in Adam. "The dead
in Christ" are the dead, who are to have the Resurrection
of the dead--the First Resurrection--the chief resurrection.
The others will be of the subsequent resurrection.

We are not to understand, however, that these "dead in
Christ" were dead as New Creatures, but that as far as
the flesh was concerned their death was fully
accomplished.

The term "asleep™ has been applied to both classes.
Those of the world who go down into death are till in the
unsatisfactory condition in which they died and will come
forth in the same state, in order that they may rise from
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it. But those who now belong to Christ will experience
an instantaneous resurrection, and will receive new bodies
like unto the Lord's glorious body.

The Church really begin to rise from the time when
they become New Creatures; and unless we begin this
rising now we shall not have the change--"in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye," at the end of our course.

(I Cor. 15:51,52.) These shall not come forth under a
future judgment, or trial, but in their change will pass
fully from death unto life--into the glorious reward, the
Divine nature.

"THE SPIRIT RETURNS TO GOD"

"Then shall the dust return to the earth asit was; and
the spirit shall return unto God who gaveit."--Eccl. 12:7.

Thistext has no special reference to the Church. It
has a general application to all mankind asthey die.



There can be no question as to what is meant by the first

part of the text, for human bodies have crumbled to dust

for centuries. The latter part of the text iswholly misunderstood
by many Christians. It has no referenceto

the breath or anything returning through the air to God.

The thought is this: When God created Adam, He
gave him alife that would continue forever if he would
be obedient. When Adam sinned God did not take away
the spirit of lifeimmediately. He allowed him to hold
on to that spirit of life just as many years as he could,
battling with the thorns and thistles until the "breaking
of the silver cord."

Adam transmitted a portion of that spirit of lifeto
his children, in some of whom that portion of life continued
for centuries. But mankind have no right to that
spirit of life; it is merely something transmitted to them
by their parents. God recognizes none as having aright
to live except those who are in harmony with Him--
those who are perfect. Since the fall all mankind have
lived without aright to live. Therefore, from the Divine
standpoint the whole world is spoken of as legally dead.
Every right to life from the Divine standpoint is forfeited.
No one can say to God, "l have aright to live."

God could say, "You have no right to live; for your first
parents sinned and thus lost that right.”

Adam could not give to his descendants what he had
lost. When Adam died he gave up the spirit of life; that
is, he no longer held that portion of life which he had
held for nine hundred and thirty years. Where did that
spirit of life go? It went back to God from whom it had
come originally. Everything goes back to God. Adam
could not say to his children, "I bequeath my life-rights
to you"; for he had none. No one but God can give a
right to life.

"The spirit returns to God who gaveit." When one
who has possessed the right to life has forfeited it, he
cannot say that he has aright to life or to anything.
Thereis no way to get life other than through Christ.

"NOT OF THE DEAD, BUT OF THE LIVING"

"The God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob...is not a God of the dead, but of the
living."--Luke 20:37,38.

When we note the context we see that our Lord was
combatting the theory of the Sadducees, and proving
that Abraham and Isaac and Jacob would have a resurrection.
Jesus said, "Now that the dead are raised, even
Moses showed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord the
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacaob." (Luke 20:37.) If they were dead in the sense
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that the beast is dead, God would never have spoken of
them in this manner. They had come into accord with



God, and He spoke of them in harmony with the general
Plan. St. Paul says, "There shall be aresurrection of the
dead, both of the just and of the unjust.” (Acts 24:15.)
The Ancient Worthies had this testimony, that they
pleased God; and we know that they had the promise of
a better resurrection than would have been theirsif they
had not pleased God.--Heb. 11:35.

These Ancient Worthies lived in exactly the same
sense that the begotten New Creatures live. Unless God
raises us up from the dead there will be no resurrection.
The same thing that applies to the New Creaturein Christ
appliesto the world in general. They may think that
those in the tomb are absolutely dead; but God intends
that they shall have an awakening. So the Apostle speaks
not only of those who are asleep in Christ, but also of
those who are asleep in Jesus. Those who are asleep in
Christ are those who had become New Creatures in Christ,
heirs of God, partakers of the Divine nature and have
passed into death. These are spoken of as "the dead in
Christ" who shall rise first.

Jesus is not the Savior merely of the Church, but also
the Savior of the world. (John 4:42; | John 4:14.) He
is the propitiation not only for our sins, "but also for
the sins of the whole world." (I John 2:2.) Therefore,
those who believe this statement--that there will be a
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and of the
unjust--speak of the whole world in exactly the same
way that they speak of those who have slept in Christ.

But in the awakening, those of the world who are
asleep in Jesus will have the earthly nature, and those
who have dept in Christ will have the higher nature.
Christ gave Hislife as a corresponding price for man's
life. But we who have come into the Church have come
under different conditions altogether from those of the
world. AsJesussaid, "Y e are not of the world." (John 15:19.)
We are separate and distinct from the rest of
theworld. The Apostletells us that our life comes from
the Father--"the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ."--| Peter 1:3.

Does Jesus do nothing for the Church? Y es, indeed!

As Advocate He imputes of His merit to the Church that
we may be counted in as joint-sharers of His sacrifice, for
"if we suffer [with Him], we shall also reign with Him."
(2 Tim. 2:12.) Thiswillingnessto suffer isthe Covenant
of sacrifice that we make with our Lord. Without Him
we can do nothing. We can never come up to the Divine
standards as He did; but as our Advocate He makes good
our deficiencies. We have the same begetting of the Holy
Spirit by the same Father and we shall also share in the
same Resurrection, being made conformable to His death.
The Resurrection of Christ isto the Divine nature, in
which we shall be "changed, in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye."--| Cor. 15:51,52.

The world will receive earthly resurrection. The Life-Giver,
Jesus, will give to them all that was lost--human
nature and the Edenic condition. So then, the dead world



issaid to be asleep, but they are to be awakened. Theirs
is exactly the same kind of sleep as with us; but the
Church were asleep as New Creatures and the world are
not.

"GOD GIVETH IT A BODY"

"Thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare
grain, it may chance of wheat or of some other grain;
but God giveth it abody asit hath pleased Him."

Here is the thought: Mankind belong to the Adamic
nature. The kind of nature that God has been pleased to
give to the Adamic race is earthly nature. But if we
belong to the spirit nature we shall come up accordingly.
If you plant corn, you will reap corn; if you plant wheat,
you will reap wheat; if you plant barley, you will reap
barley. Soindeath. If an animal body is sown, the animal
body will beraised. The Church isan exception to
therule. We New Creatures are sown as animal bodies,
but we have these animal bodies merely loaned to us, in
which to operate. We are New Creatures, not human
beings. We are sown natural bodies, we are raised spirit
bodies, in the First Resurrection.

THE TWO RESURRECTIONS

"The hour is coming, in the which all that arein the
graves shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; they
that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of judgment.”
--John 5:28,29., R.V.

The Divine provision is that through the obedience of
One, the sins of the whole world will be atoned for, and
ablessing come to every member of the Adamic race. By
aman came death, and by a man comes the resurrection
of the dead. (I Cor. 15:21-23.) We have two classes
here; they that have done good are those who, during the
present time, have heard the Gospel, and who have and
use an opportunity to do good, and those who have done
evil are those who have not heard and who have not,
therefore, had an opportunity of doing good.

Who can be said to have done good? "Thereis none
righteous, no, not one." (Rom. 3:10.) After having received
this good Word of God we should make good use
of it, enter into the School of Christ to be taught of Him,
and pass through our trials and testings. These things
will determine whether or not we are worthy of this high
position, to attain which we have consecrated our lives.

But we shall not in thislife be perfect as Jesus was--
in body aswell asin mind. We cannot be perfect in the
flesh, as Jesus was; but Jesus had a perfect will, and we
can also have a perfect will, although we may have drawbacks
and hindrances in carrying out that will. But to
cover our defects, we have our Advocate, in whom God
has arranged that we may be accepted. The Church
have had their trial in advance of the world; and if they



have overcome, God has said that the verdict will be,
"Well done...I will make thee ruler over many
things." (Matt. 25:21.) These constitute the "good."
Who are they that have done evil? None have
been perfect; not even in their minds have they come up
to a standard that God can approve. They are unsatisfactory,
which means unfit. When God shall have established
the glorious Messianic Kingdom, then He will put
all mankind under trial to see whether, during the
thousand years of His Reign, the rewards and punishments
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will bring them to a proper condition of heart. At

the end of the thousand years, Jesus, as Mediator, will
present them to the Father for afinal testing. If they
pass that test, God will give them everlasting life. But
those who take a thousand years to make good, will not
get as high areward as those who, by self-sacrifice, now
prove their love for the Truth and die for righteousness
sake.

"HIDE ME IN THE GRAVE"

"O that Thou wouldst hide me in the grave, that Thou
wouldst keep me secret until Thy wrath be past, that
Thou wouldst appoint me a set time, and remember me!"
--Job 14:13.

This passage of Scripture refers, not to the New
Creature, but to a human being. It refersto aman and
not to a spirit-begotten son of God and member of
Christ. Job was here speaking as one of mankind. He
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was willing to die, for life had become burdensome to
him. He said, "Oh, that Thou wouldst hide me in Sheol
until Thy wrath be past!" In the midst of his very
severe afflictions he cried, Oh, that | might die! but do
not leave me as the brute creation; only hide mein the
grave until all thistime of wrath and sin and curseis
done away with and the New Era shall be ushered in.
We can hardly believe that Job realized the meaning of
what he was saying, but we should rather suppose that
he was uttering words, the full import of which he did not
realize.

There is no reason to suppose that when David said,
"Thou wilt not leave my soul in Sheal" (hell), he knew
that he was speaking prophetically of the Messiah. St.
Peter pointed out that these words referred, not to David,
but to Christ, that His soul was not left in hell, neither
did His flesh see corruption. (Acts 2:27-31.) But Job
was speaking for himself, and yet prophetically for mankind.
He was atype of the world. He had lost his flocks
and herds, his friends, his home, his children, hiswife
and even his health.



But in due time, God gave Job back just as many
sons and daughters and twice as many flocks and herds,
etc. Inthisway he was atype of the human family.
Adam and his family have been lost. He wasthe king
of the earth, but he lost his authority, and with it everything
that he had. Ultimately Adam and all of his
children will come back to their own--child for child.
And so far asthe earthly riches were concerned, he will
get very much more than he ever lost. Job is a type of
this Restitution.

The world is asleep from the Divine standpoint. As
Job could say, "Hide mein the grave," so once a Christian
could have said, "l shall be hid in the grave until the
resurrection.” God has made provision for the resurrection
of al. But did all diealike? We answer that the
Adamic family are dead in the sense that their life-rights
were forfeited at the time of the fall. But God looked
forward and could speak prophetically either through Job
or through any one else. Job could speak asif he were
not dead, taking cognizance of the fact that there will be
aresurrection. The point here seemsto be, Was Job's
life carried over in the same sense that St. Paul's life was
carried over? By no means. Job was asleep in the
Adamic death; St. Paul was asleep in Christ. The one
was the life of the New Creature, and the other was the
life of the old creature, not begotten of the Holy Spirit
to the new nature.
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THE LONDON AND GLASGOW CONVENTIONS

WHILE ONLY the meetings at Glasgow and
London have been officially styled Conventions,
yet really we have had a series of
Conventions from the time we landed at
Liverpool. In each place we had at least
one meeting for the interested, as well as
one meeting for the public. In every case
the meetings for the interested were attended
by friends from nearby places, and
in every case the public meetings were
simply splendid, the audiences ranging from five hundred
to five thousand. And such attention! Evidently the
message of the Lord's grace was attractive to many--
and to some most precious and sweet.

The Glasgow Convention, lasting three days, registered
an attendance of the interested of about eight hundred,
while the public meeting ran to five thousand, with
hundreds turned away. A very loving spirit was manifested
by the friends. Ireland, Scotland and England
were well represented. It was good to be there! 1t was
a season of refreshment long to be remembered. Those
in attendance manifestly voted it the best Convention



they had ever enjoyed. The number immersed was 45.

The London Convention was held in the Tabernacle,
which was crowded beyond anything in past history.
Friends from Scotland, Wales, Ireland and Sweden were
in attendance; but of course the majority were Londoners
and from the country round about. The average
attendance at the meetings was about twelve hundred.

We had a pleasant time. Again the friends declared that
this was the best of all Conventions and again we explained
to them that it should be so--that we are all

growing riper as the days and weeks go by, and that in
proportion to our growth in grace should be our growth

in appreciation of the blessed privileges we are enjoying,
co-operating with our dear Redeemer in the glorious harvest
work. Eighty-five wereimmersed at the Tabernacle.

The work in Great Britain seems to be prospering
greatly. The Class Extension feature has been appreciated
and utilized. Good results are noticed. Many
have been brought to a clear knowledge of the Truth,
and some from a partial to afull consecration. We were
greatly encouraged by our visit. The Lord has much
people here, and we were pleased with the blessing which
we see attending the efforts to bring them into touch
with Present Truth.
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OUR EUROPEAN CONVENTIONS

OUR VARIOUS STOPS in Europe were not
announced as Conventions, but nevertheless
they were more or less of that character, in
that friends from the surrounding parts attended.
Although our principal attention
was given to the public meetings we greatly
appreciated the opportunities of addressing
those already interested. In every case we
sought to leave practical lessons, and to
show their relationship to the Scriptures.

We sought specially to impress the necessity for character
development on the part of al hoping to share
Christ's Kingdom. We emphasized the brevity of thetime
for so great awork, provided our understanding of God's
times and seasons be correct. We freely admitted, aswe
have always done, that we are walking by faith and not by
sight. But we pointed out that the evidences seem more
and more to corroborate our expectations. At the same
time we suggested that should our expectations for October,
1914, not be realized--for years thereafter--this
delay would not invalidate God's Great Plan nor our faith
therein. Our consecration vow calls for faithfulness,
"even unto death"--whenever death may come.

Leaving London our first stop was at Denain, France.
The two meetings were for the interested--the attendance



being about one hundred. The brethren, mostly coal-miners,
manifested a deep and intelligent interest in the
Truth. We had a blessed season of rejoicing with them.

Our next stop was at Paris, where we had much pleasure
in meeting and addressing the brethren, but no public
meeting. Our friends considered the Trocaderro the only
suitable place. It was partially promised, but afterward
refused. It isunder Governmental control, and its regulation
forbids that it be used for religious purposes.
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On we went to Geneva--the chief city of Switzerland
--Calvin's city. Inthe forenoon we visited Calvin's Cathedral
and tried the hard wooden seat once used by the
scholarly Reformer. Its hardness reminded us of the hard
doctrine of the predestination of the non-elect to eternal
torture.

We visited the monument erected to Servetus by the
Free Thinkers. It pictured Servetusin jail in rags pleading
vainly for a change of garments, and saying, "Thelice
are eating me up." It was shortly after that appeal that
Servetus was roasted alive at the stake for four hours,
with the wood fire just far enough away not to choke or
asphyxiate him--that he might suffer the most horrible
death imaginable. His crime was hisinability to count
"three times oneisone." Hewastoo honest to profess
what he could not believe.

We visited the city of Servetus execution and saw
there the new monument to him erected by Calvin's
friends as a partial atonement for their leader's error.

It declares that they deplore the error and repudiate the
crime as dishonoring to God and man. We thank God
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that the world is progressing in the spirit of the Truth,
even though more slowly in the letter of it.

Our public meeting in Victoria Hall was well attended
(about 1500), notwithstanding that it was out of season,
we weretold. (Calvin's Cathedral had only about 300
the same day.) The attention was excellent. We will
hope for results later on. The Society's office for France
and Switzerland will hereafter be at Geneva. Itisagood
centre for whatever of the old Huguenot Protestant influence
yet remainsin France and Switzerland.

Mulhausen, Als., came next in our journey. Although
it rained incessantly the large hall was crowded and hundreds
wereturned away. The audience was exceptionally
intelligent and gave closest attention. Some fruitage has
already appeared. More will follow, we trust.

Basle came next in our itinerary. Here also we had the
best hall and many standing and hundreds turned away.

This same report fits to the succeeding places--Zurich,
St. Gallen, Munich, Reichenbach and Dresden. Splendid
interest was manifested both before and after the meetings.



The brethren, after follow-up meetings, assure us
that an awakening of thought has stirred the people as
they never were stirred by religion before.

DRESDEN'SWELCOME IN VERSE

Our welcome everywhere was with deepest manifestations
of Christian love. This at Dresden was emphasized
by its poetic form, so feelingly expressed that it brought
tears to the eyes of those who understood the German.
Later we obtained a copy of the address in German and
also an English tranglation, which herewith we present:

(Trandated from the German.)

[Dedicated in loving remembrance to our Dear Brother Russell on
the occasion of hisvisit to Dresden, August 17th, 1912, by the Class
at Dresden.]

Child of God, wait patiently and calmly, tho' steeper grows
thy path,

Committed to His care whose grace thus far hath kept thee;

And tho' the night of trouble draweth on, with clouds both
black and dense,

Follow faithfully the Lamb; the morrow will be light!

Child of God, rest fearlessly in Him whose arm securely
holds;

Thou mayst trust Him as a child doth trust, because thou
art His own.

And tho' the night be very long, thou art His child, be not
dismayed,

Confiding in His Word, for it proclaims the light of morn.

Child of God, does His commission send thee out in all the
world?

Thou shalt feel, yea, very surely, how Hein His love upholds.

Proclaim in North, South, East and West the Kingdom now
in sight,

And gather in what still remains of children of the Light.

Child of God, pursue thy journey, as doth a star;

And when thy pleato Heaven ascends, let us remembered be;
With thee, relying on His might, we come before His face;

No fear can trouble in the night, through which we passto light.

The Berlin meeting for the interested (like the one at
Dresden) showed a considerable gathering of the dear
friends from the surrounding country--two from Russia.
The hall for the public gathering held 2000, but it is estimated
that 5000 were turned away. The acoustics of the
hall were not the best, but a grand witness to the Truth
went forth. Some of the hearers manifested great
interest.
Next came Elberfeld. We had the City Hall. Every
seat was filled, about 200 stood and crowds were turned



away. The audience here was one of the best, if we may
judge from their intelligent appearance and close attention.
The Barmen-Elberfeld region is one of the most
religiousin Germany. And, by the way, we learn that
higher criticism and the evolution theory have made great
havoc with Christian faith in Germany. We have it from
severa that not one person in ten believesin the Bible as
aDivine revelation; and our informants thought that

even a personal, intelligent Creator is not believed in. If
itisrealy half so bad it isterrible--"Without God and
having no hope in the world."

Copenhagen, Denmark, was our next stop. Here we
had fresh evidences of the warmth of the Danish sentiment.
Our friends assembled in goodly numbers to our
mutual joy. And the public meeting was a repetition of
those of Germany. A crowded hall--hundreds turned
away--intelligent and deep interest.

In Finland, a part of Russia, was our next appointment
--at Helsingfors. Our first visit to the Finnish people
was encouraging. We liked the people. Their humiliation
at losing their liberty to Russia may be a blessing--
working in them meekness and preparing some of them
for the Truth.

Two Finnish brothers have been specialy active for
two years to serve the Truth to all the Truth-hungry.

They have trandated three volumes of the SCRIPTURE
STUDIES and EVERYBODY'S PAPER for free circulation, at
their own expense. Now about fifteen Colporteurs are
carrying the Truth to every nook and corner of the land.

The public meeting was crowded to the capacity of
the hall--1000--many standing; some almost in tears because
they could not gain admission. Certain seats were
reserved for some of the elite of the city, but the crowd
climbed through the windows, etc., and no seats could be
kept; and those who had tickets for reserved seats could
not get near the doors long before the time for beginning
the lecture.

Here we were interpreted first in Swedish and afterward
in Finnish, because the population is mixed. The
evidenceisthat God has some true children in Finland
to whom his Harvest Message is now due.

SUMMARY OF THE HARVEST-WORK IN FINLAND

Thework in Finland is quite new. It seemsto make
excellent progress. The number of Colporteurs engaged,
and the fact that it is self-sustaining, speak well for the
depth of interest. The following report will prove interesting:

NOVEMBER 1, 1911, TO AUGUST 1, 1912.

STUDIES IN SCRIPTURES (Colporteurs 16)...... 9,792
Various booklets, TABERNACLE SHADOWS, etc... 14,087
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Biblessold........c.ccocceeeveeiveeenens 215

Number of subscribers to the Finnish PEOPLES
PULPIT...oooiieceeeceereeieeiens 500

Volunteer Tracts.......ccceeevvevvveeneenns 185,000
Number of meetings held..................... 357

Total attendance..........ccccvveeneene.. 37,866

Number of milestraveled in preaching tours. 9,570
Letters and cards sent ott.................. 717
Lettersand cardsreceived.................. 741

Total expenditures........... Mk. 18,234:03 $3,646.81

Total receipts............... Mk. 18,135:33 $3,623.07

Stockholm, Sweden, was one of our very interesting
appointments. We addressed about 300 of the friends
four times with great pleasure and, we trust, with profit.
We also had a grand opportunity for a public witness, in
the "Circus." About 1,500 were present notwithstanding
it was arainy forenoon. May God grant His blessing!

On our journey back to London we stopped at Kiel, Germany,
where we had a repetition of our previous experiences--
an earnest class of Bible students numbering about
30; agreat crowd, and deep interest at the public meeting,
and many turned from the doors with reading matter.

London got the evening before our start for Liverpool
and Brooklyn. We had first a social meeting with the Elders
and Deacons, and then a general meeting with the
Tabernacle congregation, which was well represented. We
concluded with a farewell; and, asked when we could return,
we promised--"Soon as the Lord seems to indicate--
possibly within six months!"

Arrived at our boat's wharf in Liverpool, we found
about forty of the dear Liverpool friends waiting for us.
They sang for us, "Blest be the tie that binds," and aswe
started--"God be with you till we meet again.”

Some of the passengers afterward remarked to us the
sweetness of the Farewell song! It reminded them of God
and His protective power, and of human dependence on
Him, especially on the mighty deep.

Our home-coming was equally pleasant. About twelve
of the Brooklyn Elders met us at the pier as representatives
of the class and especially of the family. And on our
arrival at Bethel we had mutual feicitations, a hymn of
praise to our God and a prayer of grateful thanksto Him
whose mercy endureth forever.

* * %

Nothing else, perhaps, better shows that we have the
Truth than does the fact that it produces the same spirit
wherever it goes. From Maine to California, from Canada
to Texas, from Great Britain to Japan--the spirit
of God's peopleisthe same. Why? Because ye were
all baptized by one spirit into one Body--Christ.
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A SIGN FROM HEAVEN
--NOVEMBER 3.--MARK 8:11-26.--

"Jesus spake unto them, saying, | am the Light of the world;
he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have
thelight of life."--John 8:12.

THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES--the leading
religionists and teachers of Jesus day--

were perplexed and troubled by His success

in reaching the people. True, those who

heard Him gladly were chiefly of the common

people, whom the Jewish teachers had

come to despise, terming them "publicans

and sinners," and refusing to recognize

them as brethren. They considered Jesus a
competitor and a successful one, and feared,

not without a cause, that their own reputations as teachers
were becoming tarnished because of the superiority of
Jesus as a Teacher, whose "Wonderful Words of Life"
touched the hearts of many.

These Pharisees came specially to find fault--"tempting”
Jesus. They asked Him for "a sign from heaven."

Their real purpose was to belittle the many signs He was
giving the people, in the healing of the sick, etc. Ignoring
all these, they said, What sign can you give us from
heaven? We want a heavenly sign; give us that and we
will believe on you.

In order to be able to sympathize to some extent with
the chief rulers of the Jews at that time, we must remember
how different were the things which Jesus was doing
in proof of His Messiahship from the things which they
had supposed He would do. The propheciestold many
things of Messiah, but they in reading them had given
special heed to those which spoke of His glory and of
the power that would come to the Jewish nation, and of
the blessing which the Jewish nation would ultimately bestow
upon al nations, for the blessing of the world during
Messiah's Kingdom. They overlooked, and did not study
carefully enough or deeply enough other Scriptures of
atotaly different kind.

These other Scripturestell of how Messiah would "be
led as a Lamb to the daughter, and as a sheep before her
shearersis dumb, so He would open not His mouth."

(He would be "dumb" in the sense that He would not open
His mouth to prevent His condemnation and death.)

They told of how He would "preach deliverance to the
captives," and the opening of the eyes of the blind, but

these they associated with the glorious Kingdom rather

than with the period of Messiah's being "despised and rejected
of men," and of their hiding their faces from Him



in shame, in disesteem.

True, they should have studied the Scriptures properly.
It might be said that they were not at fault in making
this mistake; in one sense that might be true. On the
other hand, however, we are to remember that their difficulty
really was pride of heart, and a know-it-all spirit.
They lacked humility, and therefore were not teachable.
The "lsraglites indeed,” who did accept Jesus' Message,
doubtless had similar misunderstandings of the prophecies,
but they were open to conviction and ready to be led and
guided, and to these the Master's teachings were attractive,
blessed, wonderful. They were guided gradually
to the correct understanding of each feature of the Divine
Plan as it became due, and thus they became ready for the
Pentecostal blessing in due time, and manifested themselves
as part of the Elect, which God was choosing to
be the Bride of Messiah, and joint-heir in His Kingdom.

NO SIGN BUT THAT OF JONAH

Our lesson tells that Jesus sighed deeply and said,
"Why doth this generation seek after asign?' and refused
to give them asign, and departed for the other side of the
Lake. Saint Matthew (16:1-4) gives a more detailed
account of this question and its answer. Jesus called the
attention of the Pharisees to the signs that He was giving
in abundance to them, and then said that there would be
one great sign given that nation; but it was not given
until Calvary. That "sign" did have a great effect upon
thousands of Jews, asis evidenced by the account in
Acts of the thousands who were baptized on Pentecost
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Day, and subsequently, upon hearing Saint Peter's preaching
respecting the death of Jesus, His three daysin the
tomb and His resurrection on the third day.

Jesus cited the sign of Jonah, that as he was (portions
of) three days and nights in the belly of the fish, so the
Son of Man would be a similar period in the earth, and
as Jonah came forth, so the Son of Man would come forth.

We leaveit for Higher Criticsto fight out amongst
themselves the proposition they raise in opposition to our
Lord's statement. According to Higher Critics, Jesus and
the Apostles were badly deceived, in every sense of the
word; but according to Jesus and the Apostles, the Higher
Critics are badly deceived. We prefer to stand by the
Word of God, let who will take the "wisdom of men."

THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES

After entering the boat Jesus cautioned His disciples
against the doctrine of the Pharisees--He likened it to
leaven--yeast. Leaven isaferment, which spreads, especially
in dough for bread. God's Word is Truth, the
bread upon which His people areto feed. But they areto



use the unleavened bread--pure bread, pure Truth, unmixed
with the leaven of human philosophy.

This caution was necessary because the Pharisees
were apparently and really the most holy sect or party
amongst the Jews. The most earnest and most zealous
and most gifted Jews would therefore naturally be attracted
to that sect. Its claimed association with the highest
and best things made the sect and its teachings the
more dangerous, because its bread, its truth, was intermingled
with human traditions which would make sick
and dyspeptic, and to that extent poison all the minds
which received it.

The same lesson is applicable to us today; no matter
how holy any denomination of Christians may claim to
be and seem to be, we are to remember to beware of their
"leaven," their false doctrine--to be on the lookout for
it, to avoid it. It isthe pure Truth of God's Word that is
able to make us "wise unto salvation" and which, the
Apostle says, "is sufficient, that the man of God may be
thoroughly furnished unto every good work."

Let usall, then, as Christians of all denominations,
unite our hearts and minds in full consecration to our
Lord and Redeemer to do the Heavenly Father's will; and
let us stand free and clear from al the "leaven" in al the
various creeds, which in the past have done so much to
separate the people of the Lord into six hundred denominations.
We deprecate this division as more and more
bearing in upon God's people everywhere, and more and
more we desire to unite the earnest hearts under one
Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one God and Father over
all, and one "Church of the First-born, whose names are
written in heaven."

"PERCEIVE YENOT YET?

The disciples very stupidly missed the point of Jesus
parabolic statement about the leaven of the Pharisees.
They at once thought of literal leaven and literal bread,
and noted that they had only one loaf with them and supposed
that the Master was upbraiding them. Their mental
eyes, their eyes of understanding, were not very widely
open, and Jesus promptly and very plainly told them so,
and apparently with a measure of chagrin, that after all
the teaching He had given them they should be so slow
to perceive the spirit of Hiswords.

He reminded them of the miracle of the five thousand
fed with the five loaves, and asked them how many basketfuls
of fragmentsthey collected. They answered,

"Twelve." Hereminded them of the other feeding of

the four thousand with seven loaves, and asked them how
many baskets were taken up. They answered, " Seven."
He said, How, then, do you not understand that | was not
finding fault with you for having only one loaf; surely, if
| had the power to produce bread before, | have still that
power, and could not have referred to your lack of bread.

The same thing is noticeable today amongst the Lord's



people in Bible Study frequently; the spirit of our Lord's
teachings is often missed atogether by some whose minds
center merely around some little incidental. The remedy
for thisis acloser walk with God; a more careful study of
the Divine Word, entering into the spirit of the Master
and Hiswork, as footstep followers. In this connection
let us not forget the difficult "thorns' which another parable
tells us so frequently infest the hearts and minds of
God's people and hinder the Word of Truth from bringing
forth its proper fruitage. The "thorns' are "the cares
of thislife and the deceitfulness of riches," Jesus said.
Arriving at Bethsaida a blind man was brought to Him
with a desire that He would heal him. Jesus took him by
the hand and led him out beyond the village. He spat
upon his eyes and put His hands upon him and asked him
if he saw anything. He looked up and said that he saw
something that looked like trees moving about which he
supposed to be men. Again Jesus put His hands upon his
eyes and bade him look once more. He did so and saw
clearly. The object in employing this method is not clear
to us, but quite probably the man himself lacked faith and
Jesus was gradually developing it in him. Thisthought
is borne out by the final statement that the man |ooked
steadily, and kept looking for some time, and then declared
that he could see everything clearly. Apparently
the Lord required the man to exercise his full power of
will and to strive to see things.
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"COME AND LET USRETURN"
--NOVEMBER 10.--ISAIAH 5:7-16.--

"Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may
follow strong drink; that tarry late into the night, till wine
inflame."--Vs. 11.

TODAY'S LESSON had its primary forcein
connection with the affairs of Natural Israel

in the days of the Prophet. But when we
remember that Natural Israel types Christendom
we find avaluein thislesson very

pertinent to our time. Asthe Lord called

Israel Hisvineyard so did He with Christendom.
"And He looked for judgment

[justice], but, behold, oppression; for
righteousness [equity] and, behold, a cry”

of distress. Asto the national cry and the reason for it,
see verse eight, which reads:

"Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay
field tofield, till there be no place, that they may be
placed alone in the midst of the earth!" Here we perceive
that a spirit of selfishness prevailed in Isaiah's



day, asit does today; as then property was disposed to
accumulate in the hands of the more successful, so it is
today. Asthen landlordism took possession of vast areas,
neglectful of the fact that "the earth hath the Lord given
unto the children of men," and not merely to afew of
them, soisit today.

Only by the most strenuous laws, and in some cases
revolution, have the people maintained a hold of considerable

R5112 : page 314

portions of the earth. The French Revolution

broke up the large holdings there; special laws have
thrown open the lands of Ireland. In the United States
large corporations have grasped immense bodies of land,
some of which unlawfully seized have been restored to the
people for amore equitable distribution. Asin Isaiah's
day, many of the wealthy seemed to ignore the rights of
the people and to be indifferent to their necessities, so it
istoday. We are not to overlook the fact that there are
many noble, generous souls amongst the rich, aswell as
amongst the poor; we are merely calling attention to the
parallelism between the conditions in Israel and the conditions
here in our day.

THEN A TIME OF TROUBLE

Divine disapproval of human hard-heartedness, selfishness
and neglect of poorer brethren, and the forgetfulness
of the fact that we are all children of one blood
and amenable to the laws of the same Creator, brought
upon the Israglites the Divine chastisements, judgments.
We believe that the Scriptures with equal clearness tell
of agreat "time of trouble" now impending over the
world, but especially over Christendom--atime particularly
mentioned by Saint James, saying, "Go to now, ye
rich men, weep and howl for the misery that shall come
upon you."--James 5:1.

Thistrouble is mentioned in today's study, verse 9:
"The Lord of Hosts said in my hearing, Of a truth many
houses shall be desolate, even great and fair [houses and
families], without inhabitant." If we rightly appreciate
what the Scriptures foresaw respecting times not far
ahead of us, we will see that many of the great and
rich will bein asad plight in their country-side homes,
aswill be some of the poorer in the congested cities, for
the time of trouble, it is declared, will be upon all. The
Prophet proceeds to indicate that shortage of crops will
have much to do with the trouble: "Y ea, ten acres of
vineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed of an homer
shall yield an ephah.”

Never before has the world been so amply fortified
against all peculiarities of conditions. Drouth and famine
in one part may be relieved by the surplus of another part;
nevertheless, we are to remember that the entire situation
isin the Divine hand, and that if a shortage of food



supply should now come to passit would indicate a Divine
intention in the matter, more than at any timein the
world's history.

MUSIC, REVELRY, INTOXICATION

The text given us for today's lesson comes next in our
study. It impliesthat in the days of Isaiah's prophecy
many of the rich indulged themselves in intoxicating
liquors, music, revelry, etc., to their own injury as well
asto the neglect of their responsibilitiesto God. They
asked, "Am | my brother's keeper?" even as Cain asked
this question. By their accumulated wealth they had more
than heart could wish, while others had insufficient and
were needy. Their brilliancy of intellect and good fortune
in life enabled them to triumph over the curse, which
reads: "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread,
until thou return unto the ground, for out of it wast thou
taken."--Gen. 3:19.

But this victory gave them time, for which they were
also responsible. Instead of using that time for the general
blessing of their fellowmen, and their money for the
genera uplift of humanity, they accumulated houses and
lands, etc., and drank constantly and excessively to their
injury. Could they wonder that such a course would not
have Divine approval? Could they wonder that all these
things would bring upon them some disaster?

And how about today? is it the same? We answer,
Yesand No. With many it isthe same exactly,
but with a considerable number of the wealthy
of our day it is very different, we are glad
to say. Continualy we have evidences of the noblerich,
aswell as of the noble poor. Continually we have evidences
that some of the wealthy consider their possessions
as atrust from the Almighty to be used in His service, to
be used for the sake of humanity, for its uplift, its comfort.
Nearly every quarter of Christendom can boast of
some such characters, but alas, they are comparatively
few. The mgority of the rich, like the mgjority of the
poor, are selfish to the core.

Itisinthisdirection that we are to look for the danger
which the Scriptures declare to be imminent. When
the selfish rich and the selfish poor shall joinissuein a
great struggle, as the Bible clearly declares they will do,
then the world will see the time of trouble prophesied
--"such as never was since there was a nation”--a time
of trouble which Jesus declares will never be again, because
following that great trouble, upon the ashes of the
present civilization, Immanuel, Messiah, the Son of the
Highest, will establish the Kingdom of God, the rule of
righteousness under the whole heavens, for the blessing
of al the families of the earth, the rich, the poor.

THE OPERATION OF GOD'SHANDS

God's complaint in verse 12 is that therich in their



feasting and music and selfish aggregation of wealth regarded
not the work of the Lord, neither considered the

operation of His hands. In applying thisto our day, let

it not be thought that we are objecting that the wealthy

do not contribute sufficiently for the maintenance of the
various denominations of Christendom.

The thought we gather is that God would have the
prosperous people of our day take a broad view of His
work, of humanity in general. He would have them concentrate
their mental powers and force of character, not
upon the personal aggregation of wealth, but upon generous
schemes for the blessing and uplifting of the entire
race. "The earth isthe Lord's and the fulness thereof";

"He hath given it to the children of men." Ultimately,
according to the Scriptures, He intends that the world
asawholeisto share, upon abasis of equality, all of
earth’'s advantages.

Thus Socialism, according to the Bible, will be the
ultimate condition of the earth in which all mankind will
receive ablessing. Socialists, not aware of this teaching
of God's Word, these promises of the future, or if aware
of them doubting them, propose to take over in the interest
of al mankind the great blessings which are now in the
hands of the comparatively few. To ustheir schemes appear
dangerous, impracticable. To usit appears, asthe
Scriptures indicate, that failing to accomplish their benevolent
designs, Socialists will become bitter anarchists,
and plunge themselves and the whole world into the most
awful trouble ever known.

But what an opportunity is now slipping through the
fingers of some of the very wealthy--an opportunity to
join in with the noblest and best of the Socialists and help
to lead the masses of the people, not toward anarchy, but
away from it--toward the conditions which God's Word
and the principles of Justice and righteousness set before
us as the proper conditions--the ideal conditions!

Among the many wealthy people of our day are some
multi-millionaires, who could accomplish much for mankind,
and who, indeed, have already accomplished much,
and who have the wealth necessary and those hearts, we
believe, are longing for an opportunity to do good; but
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doubtless the opportunity will pass unimproved; the time
of trouble foretold will fall upon the race.

We must admit, in any event, that even if Socialism
were established in the world it could not be maintained
in any degree of perfection except by men thoroughly
converted to God--men who would feel their responsibility
to God and to men. In other words, what we need is
the conversion of the world, not merely to an outward
bowing of the knee, but to a heart-harmony with God and
the principles of His righteousness.

Will this ever come? Ah, yes! The mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it! But it cannot come through any



power of ours. We can favor it, advocate it, and point
toward it, but, individually, those who love righteousness
and who see the way of the Lord are so insignificant that
they cannot accomplish what they would for their fellows.
"Wait ye upon Me, saith the Lord, until that day!" "For
then will | turn to the people a pure language, that they
may all call upon the name of the Lord, to serve Him with
one consent."--Zeph. 3:8,9.
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In His own time, following the great time of trouble,
God will humble the world. Meantime the Elect saints
will be glorified, and with Messiah, as His Bride, constitute
the long-promised Kingdom of God for the blessing
of humanity. Then Satan shall be bound and all the good
influences of righteousness and truth and knowledge shall
be let loose for the blessing of the world.

"HELL HATH ENLARGED HERSELF"

The Lord tells us that because of these conditions His
people arein captivity, not knowing how to help themselves,
lacking knowledge, and their honorable men are
famished, weak, perplexed, ignorant of the proper course;
and the multitude who rely upon them are also thirsty.
Thisis the famine el sewhere mentioned, not for bread,
nor for water, but for a hearing of the Message of the
Lord, the Gospel of Messiah's Kingdom, which isthe very
Message that all need to hear.

On account of the same conditions, "Hell hath enlarged
herself and opened her mouth without measure;
and their glory and their multitude and their pomp, and he
that rejoiceth shall descend intoit." Not the hell of eternal
torment taught in our various creeds is here meant,
but the Bible hell, the grave, the state of death. The
time of trouble approaching will mean the loss of much
life; as Jesus said, "Unless those days should be shortened,
there should no flesh be saved."--Matt. 24:22.
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THE WHITE STONE GIVEN THE OVERCOMERS

"To him that overcometh will | give...awhite stone, and
in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth
save he that receiveth it."--Rev. 2:17.

IN ANCIENT TIMES the Greeks and the
Romans had a custom of noting and perpetuating
friendship by means of awhite

stone. This stone was divided into halves,

and each person inscribed his name on the

flat surface, after which the parts of the



stone were exchanged. The production of

either half was sufficient to insure friendly

aid, even from the descendants of those who

first divided the stone. A similar custom

was sometimes observed by a king, who would break a
white stone into two parts, one of which he would retain
and the other part give to a special ambassador. That

part could be sent to the king at any time and would insure
aid. Thus the divided stone became a mark of
identification.

Rev. 2:17 seems to refer to this ancient custom. The
white stone signifies a precious token of the Lord's love,
and the new name written in the stone suggests the Bridegroom's
name. The statement indicates a special acquaintance
with the great King of kings, secret between
Himself and theindividual. The overcomers are not to
be recognized merely as a class--the Bride class--but
each will have the personal favor of the Lord. Of this
no one will know save himself and the King. Thereis
an individual and personal relationship between the Lord
and the overcomers, who may be said to receive the mark
of identification--the antitypical white stone--now, in this
life.

This mark is the sealing of the Holy Spirit by which
the Lord identifies the overcomers. Whilethisis said
to be apart of the final reward of the Church, yet from
the very beginning of our experience we have this personal
acquaintance with the Lord. The full seal of the
Holy Spirit will be given in the Resurrection, when we
receive the new body. Then we shall have the complete
knowledge of the name by which we shall be known to the
Lord and Heto us forever.

"THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH"

| came and saw, and hoped to conquer,
Asthe great Roman once had done;

His was the one hour's torrent shock of beattle,
My field was harder to be won.

| came and saw, but did not conquer,

The foes were fierce, their weapons strong;
| came and saw, but yet | did not conquer,

For me the fight was sore and long.

They said the war was brief and easy,
A word, alook, would crush the throng;

To some it may have been a moment's conflict,
To meit has been sore and long.

They said the threats were coward bluster,
To brave men they could work no wrong;

So some may boast of swift and easy battle,
To meit has been sore and long.



And yet | know that | shall conquer,
Though sore and hard the fight may be;

I know, | know | shall be more than victor
Through Him who won the fight for me.

| fight, not fearful of theissue,
My victory is sure and near;

Y et not the less with hand and eye all watchful,
Grasp | my buckler and my spear.

For | must fight, if | would conquer,
Tis not by flight that fields are won;
And | must conquer, if | would inherit
The victor's joy and crown and throne.
HORATIUS BONAR.
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CAN YOU ASSIST IN THIS?

All over the United States "Registry VotersLists" are
being prepared. We have use for such of these lists as cover
Rural Routes amongst intelligent farmers. Send us such,
please, but no others. We desire to send to such addresses
some free literature to assist them toward the light. But this
method is too expensive except for exceptionally desirable
lists. If lists sent represent Swedes or Germans principally
please so indicate on the margin.

BETHEL HYMNS FOR NOVEMBER

After the close of the hymn the Bethel Family listensto the
reading of "My Vow Unto the Lord," then joinsin prayer. At
the breakfast table the MANNA text is considered. Hymns for
November follow: (1) 1; (2) 164; (3) 151; (4) 273; (5) 313;

(6) 109; (7) 145; (8) 305; (9) 94; (10) 78; (11) 204; (12) 130;
(13) 87; (14) 107; (15) 96; (16) 307; (17) 325; (18) 293;
(19) 4; (20) 299; (21) 165; (22) 312; (23) 265; (24) 110;
(25) 14; (26) 10; (27) vow; (28) 168; (29) 250; (30) 38.
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SELF-ESTEEM'S ADVANTAGES AND DRAWBACKS

WHOEVER WILL CAREFULLY study the
matter we believe will agree that a moderate
amount of self-esteem isagreat aid to success

in the present life. It gives a self-confidence

in respect to all of life's affairs,

great and small. It impelsits possessor to

do and to dare to the full extent of his

ability--if caution be lacking it may lead

on to disastrous folly. But the lack of self-confidence,
self-esteem, has held back thousands

who otherwise might have been brilliant leadersin



the path of progress.

Having pointed out some of the advantages of reasonable
self-confidence we should point out some of the disadvantages
of over-confidence--too great self-esteem. Its
arrogance, its pride, its snobbishness, are disgusting and
continually interfere with the progress of the unfortunate
possessor. He never learns except by bitter experiences,
because he always thinks he knows, and exposes
hisignorance.

Some of the best people, the saintly, have small self-esteem,
depreciate their own talents and exaggerate
their own blemishes. Their humbleness of mind isa
blessing when it leads them to God--to the Throne of
Heavenly grace for forgiveness and for graceto helpin
every time of need. As between too much and too little
self-esteem, therefore, our choice should be the latter.

"LET A MAN THINK SOBERLY"

Whether born with too much or with too little self-esteem,
those who come into God's family are put into
the School of Christ to be taught, corrected--made right,
in harmony with Divine standards. Those naturally self-conceited
must learn meekness--by instructions if they
will--otherwise by experiences. And they should learn to
rejoice even in humiliating experiences. They are evidences
that God's providence is supervising their affairs
and preparing them for the Kingdom; for without meekness
and humility none will be fit for it.

As the self-conceited must learn humbly to trust God
and not rely on themselves and thus secure balance, so
the naturally self-depreciative must learn alesson of confidence.
Not self-confidence, not self-reliance is the most
desirable, but rather confidence in God and reliance upon
His promised "grace to help in every time of need."
This maintains the desirable humility and meekness, yet
gives the courage and force suggested by the Apostle's
words: "I can do all things through Christ, which
strengtheneth me." (Phil. 4:13.) As St. Paul again declares,
"Our sufficiency is of God!"

Thus inspired by faith in God and in His promises
those "taught of God" become marvelously "strong in the
Lord, and in the power of Hismight." (Eph. 6:10.) The
righteousis strong as alion, saying, "I will not fear what
man may do unto me." (Psa. 118:6.) | will not heed
what man may say of meor dotome. Solong as| have
the Almighty Creator for my Father and the Redeemer
for my elder Brother | shall be content, relying on their
"exceeding great and precious promises.”

Thus, whether by nature self-conceited or humble,
God's Word and providences in Christ tend to bring all
followers of Christ to oneness of heart and mind. The
one is humbled, the other exalted. Both learn not to trust
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in self or the arm of flesh, but in Him who is able to do
for them exceedingly, abundantly, more than they could
ask or think, according to the riches of His gracein
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Here note the Apostl€'s exhortation that a man "think
of himself not more highly than he ought, but think
soberly," according to the measure of God's grace bestowed
on him. (Rom. 12:3.) If any man has received
none of God's grace, favor, mercy, forgiveness, surely
it is not because he did not need it. Let him therefore
feel his poverty without it. If any man has received
much of God's grace it was because he needed it. He
therefore may boast, but not of himself. His boast may
well be in God who is thus working in him "to will and
to do of His good pleasure.”--Phil. 2:13.

LACK OF SELF-APPRECIATION

This deficiency operatesin many ways not generally
suspected. Many aman isabeggar or athief simply
because of alack of self-appreciation. Hethinks, | am
nobody--and everybody knowsit. He hangs hishead in
self-shame. He has a guilty look without having committed
crime. Heistreated according to his estimate
of himself as expressed in his acts and looks, all of which
reflect unconsciously his mental picture of himself.

When some, measuring him by his looks, declare: Y ou
are amean man, arascal, athief, ascoundrel; | can see
it--1 can read you through and through! the effect isto
thoroughly discourage him. Accepting the rating of his
own brain and its reflection in the words of others he
becomes rascal, scoundrel, thief. Few there are of
benevolent heart to see the trouble of this class and
sympathetically to give an encouraging word--to turn the
scale and help bring forward the better qualities of the
mind and heart.

It is here that the Gospel of Jesus does for such what
nothing else could do. The Master's voice rings out in
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contrast with all other voices saying: Come unto Me, all
ye that labor and are heavy laden and discouraged; | will
giveyourest. Yeshall find rest unto your souls!

Ah, the change! The discouraged one says, Then |
am not beyond hope; not so mean, not so degraded that
Jesus would pass me by. The very suggestion inspires
new hope. If followed, it leads on and on to the riches
of God's grace provided in Christ for the penitent, the
willing, the obedient.

By the time such a man receives the begetting of the
Holy Spirit and is able to cry, "Abba, Father!" old things
pass away and all things become new. However, his
fleshly weaknesses and unworthiness may still continually
cry, You are unworthy; however, still in humility, he may
acknowledge this with groans and tears, heis not cast



down! He has God's assurance that he is a New Creature
in Christ, whose perfect spirit body awaits him in the
First Resurrection. He has the assurance that God

knows of his fleshly weaknesses, and has made provision
for his forgiveness through Christ, the Advocate. He
has the assurance that it is not the flesh that God expects
to perfect, but the New Creature, the heart, the will.

He has the assurance that heis a son of God and ajoint-heir
with Christ in His great Messianic Kingdom, which

soon isto blessthe world. He has the assurance that all
present trials of faith and patience and loyalty to God, to
the Truth and to the brethren are permitted to test his
heart-loyalty, without which he could not be ajoint-heir
in Messiah's Kingdom. These Divine assurances make
strong the weak and give courage not only in respect to
the future life, but also in the affairs of the present. No
wonder the Bible speaks of the followers of Christ as
transformed and mind-renewed!--Rom. 12:2.

IN RESPECT TO PHYSICAL HEALTH

It may surprise some to learn that lack of self-confidence
affects physical health aswell as morals. Physiologists
are agreed that the mind has much to do with
the operation of al the human functions. The man deficient
in self-esteem not only feels mean in respect to
other affairs of life, but he lacks physical tone, snap,
energy, so necessary to our best successin any avenue of
life. How hope, joy, peace, content can affect the liver,
spleen and stomach none can explain; but the fact is conceded.
How despair and hopel essness can and do affect
not only the various functions of the brain but the heart,
stomach, liver, gall, etc., we cannot explain; but the fact
is conceded.

The person lacking self-esteem is disgusted with himsel f
and ready to imagine any disease, and is proportionately
predisposed to diseases.

Wisely, therefore, physicians and philosophers are advising
people to hold up their heads; not to become discouraged;
not to imagine every sensation a symptom of a
dangerous disease. Thissalutary adviceis good for such:
to look on the brighter side of life; to think of being
strong--to imagine themselves strong, healthy, happy,
and to feel and to be as nearly perfect as their imperfect
minds and bodies will permit. This anti-bilious view of
lifeis sureto bring encouragement and blessing to some.

But nothing will so thoroughly offset the burdens of
life as the grace of God. Whoever receives the "wedding
garment" no longer is so overwhelmed by the appearance
of the filthy rags of his own unrighteousness. Whoever
realizes that as a son of God and follower of the
Savior he is an ambassador for God has no time specially
to pamper and coddle his flesh, nor to make its care his
paramount thought. He must be about his Heavenly
Father's business! He must make use of his ambassadorship!
He must "show forth the praises of Him who called



us out of darkness into His marvelous light!"

The effect of these new ambitions, hopes, aims, upon
his physical health is often marvelous. It servesasa
spiritual nerve-tonic. It stimulates the mortal to service
Divine. The new mind does not suggest carel essness of
the mortal body--nor yet carefulness, except to the extent
that necessary care may obtain the larger results to God's
glory from the consumption of the human energies.
Hence, as St. Paul says, "Godliness is profitable unto all
things, having the promise of the life that now is as well
as of that which isto come."--1 Tim. 4:8.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF FAITH THROUGH FIERY TRIALS

"That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found
unto praise and honor and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ."--1 Pet. 1:7.

FAITH MAY BE said to have in it the two elements
of intellectual assurance and heart-reliance.

Both the head and the heart--the

intellect and the affections--are necessary

to the faith without which it isimpossible

to please God. With some, faithisall emotion;

with others, it isal intellectuality.

But neither of these elements alone can

withstand the fiery teststo which faith is

subjected. Both must be present and remain,

if our faith be that which will endure to the end and
be found unto praise, honor and glory at the appearing of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Thetrial of our faith to which our Lord and the
Apostlesrefer isatrial, not only of our intellectual knowledge
of Divine Truth, but also of our heart-reliance upon
God. In both respects, the true child of God will find
himself severely tried. Let him seeto it that he hasa
"Thus saith the Lord" for every item of hisbelief. Let
him study the doctrine and get a clear understanding of
every element of the Truth. Let him become rooted,
grounded, settled and established in the doctrines of God,
and give earnest heed lest at any time he let them dlip.
--Heb. 2:1.

When he has his faith well grounded in the fundamental
principles of Divine Truth, let every consecrated child
of God seeto it that he also continue to cultivate heart-reliance
in the "great and precious promises.” St. Peter
tells usthat a faith which has stood the tests of fiery ordeal
and has come off victoriousis very preciousin the
sight of the Heavenly Father. Whenever we pass
through afiery trial and still retain, not only our faith in
the doctrines, but also our confidence in God, our reliance



in His promises, our integrity of heart and purpose, and
our zeal for Truth and righteousness, then our characters
have grown more Christ-like and hence more pleasing
to God, who subjects us to discipline for this very
purpose.

St. Peter intimates in our text that the faith of those
called throughout the Gospel Age will receive asevere
testing. He says, "That the trial of your faith, being
much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it
be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honor
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." In the present
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time, when gold is comparatively arare metal, it hasa
special value. Therefore, the Apostle comparesit to the
faith of the Little Flock, to whom alone, of all humanity,
will be given the glory, honor and immortality promised
to those who overcome.

Hencethe trial of the faith of thisclassis very
important. None will be admitted to membership in the
Body of Christ who has not been tested and proved by the
Lord. But let usremember that our testing is not to see
whether we are perfect according to the flesh. On the
contrary, God knows our frame; He remembers that we
are dust.--Psa. 103:14.

What God is seeking in usis the development and
perfection of faith. We are tested to see whether we
believe in Him as a faithful, wise, loving and true God;
and in His Son as our Redeemer, who purchased us with
His own precious blood, and as our Advocate, who how
covers our blemishes, past, present and future, with the
Robe of Hisimputed Righteousness. These are the elements
of faith which He will test thoroughly and which
must grow stronger as time goes by. Without strong,
well-tested faith in God and His promises, we cannot
please Him and become members of the Elect class which
Heis now selecting.

THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH FAITH ISTRIED

Thetrial of our faith is not left to chance. It is
supervised by our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, who is represented
by the Prophet Malachi as arefiner and purifier
of gold and of silver, that He may purify the antitypical
House of Levi, and separate the dross from the precious
metal. (Mal. 3:3.) In one sense of the word, He came
asthat refiner at the First Advent. During the entire
Gospel Age, He has been doing the refining work in His
people, that the offering to the Father might be an
acceptable one.

First of al, our Lord laid down Hislifein fulfilment
of the types of the Law, thus demonstrating His absolute
trust, loyalty, and faith in God. The Church of Christ
must be similarly tested and proved in respect to their
obedience, trust, loyalty to the Father. They must be



willing, not only to trust God when things are favorable,
but to trust in His providences when they cannot see the
outcome. To attain this degree of faith, they must pass
through manifold trials and testings, that they may
demonstrate their faith and loyalty.

During the Gospel Age a peculiar, special and called-out
classis being dealt with. We can seethat God is
not dealing with the world, but allowsit to "liein the
Wicked One." (I John 5:19, Diaglott.) St. Paul tellsus
that during those times when the people were in ignorance,
God paid no particular attention to their conduct,
except when it went to an extreme. (Acts 17:30.) But
during the next Age, whoever does not repent when he
hears the Gospel will make no advancement; but will, in
conjunction with the Divine Plan, have punishments,
stripes, for anything that he knowingly does that is wrong.
This Gospel Age, however, isfor the development of a
specially called-out class--a people for a purpose--the
Church of Christ.

The question naturally arises, Why should God test
faith rather than works? The answer is that all kinds of
works are dependent upon the ability of the worker, and
that the whole race of Adam has become unable to do
perfect works, on account of the fall of their first parents.
None can be perfectly just, perfectly wise, perfectly
loving; to be so in our present imperfect condition
isimpossible.

Therefore, in His Wisdom and Love, God avoids
making His test along those lines in which we are absolutely
incompetent, and makes it along the line of faith
--in His Wisdom, His Love and His promises. To doubt
any of these would be to weaken the basis of our hope.
Werealize that we are in afallen condition, that we are
dying like the remainder of the race. We have heard
through the Word of God that He has provided a Savior,
but we see that things continue much as they were, despite
all that God and Christ have done. Our faith, however,
assures us that God, who knows the end from the beginning,
isworking al things according to the counsel of
His own will and that in due time He will establish
righteousness in the earth.--Eph. 1:11; Psa. 72:1-7.

The language of one without faith would be, "I cannot
see that God or Christ is accomplishing anything for
theworld. Man now learns to control himself better than
did his ancestors and so he does not fight as did the savages
of old, but uses more modern weapons. He builds
hospitals and insane asylums; in thisway he getsthe sick
and the insane off his hands and so has more time to
devote to business." Present conditions have a strong influence
upon the world. Very much depends upon how
we look at a matter.

TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS INTEGRAL PARTS OF
CHARACTER

From the standpoint of faith we see that Christ has



come into the world and during the Gospel Age has been
carrying on the work of selecting the Church, whichis
His Body, and that from these a light has shone out into
the surrounding darkness, which has been more or less
dispelled by it. The light of the Holy Spirit, shed abroad
by the example of many Christian lives, exerts an influence
today, and many have a veneer of politeness which

may be mistaken for the fruits of the Spirit of God. But
the outward conduct alone is not evidence of acceptable
heart condition. God desires that truth and righteousness
shall become integral parts of our characters and that

the principle of Love shall dominate in everything. This
development of character we do not find among all who
profess the name of Christ.

Our faith, looking out into the world, asks of the
Lord, "When will the promised time come in which Thy
will shall be done on earth asin heaven?' The Scriptures
reply that the glorious time for the blessing of the
world will not come until the Church shall have passed
into glory; that Messiah will then reign for a thousand
yearsin order to put down sin and opposition to Divine
arrangements and to uplift those who desire to comeinto
harmony with God; and that in order to accomplish this
work He will establish a government based upon the principles
of righteousness. By faith we accept this answer,
and await God's due time for the blessing of all mankind.

Meantime, we will not permit ourselves to drift into
unbelief while we delude ourselves with the thought that
we or others are accomplishing something through
"social uplift." We are glad to see efforts put forth to
help the unfortunate; but we perceive that there is aforce
at work in the world that prevents success along this line.
Present methods will not eradicate selfishness from the
human heart; and until thisis accomplished, God's will
cannot be done on earth asit isin Heaven.

To bring about this desired result, the Kingdom of
Heaven is soon to be established, according to the Word
of God. If, whilewaiting for His due time to arrive, we
participate in worldly ambitions and endeavors, our faith
will become vague and perhaps die. Although the good
that we may do will be in conflict with the darkness
around us, nevertheless, it should always be shining forth
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in our words and in our conduct as the result of the
glorious hopes that inspire our lives.

Faith isaquality possessed by all whom God is calling
to membership in the Body of Christ, and the appeal of
the Scripturesis only to those who have some faith and
who are determined to increase it. When we begin our
course as Christians, we have comparatively little faith,
and it must be developed; our Christian experience is for
the purpose of faith development. As St. Peter suggests,
our faith, whichison trial, is much more precious than
gold, athough the gold be tried by fire. The exercise of



faith tends to its development, and so our Father gives us
numerous trials to test its strength.

THE FAITH OF THE ANGELS SEVERELY TESTED

God purposely permits us to be subject to manifold
temptations for the testing of our faith, which is necessary
because of the outcome of thetrial. We may suppose
that prior to the existence of man the angels had no
such trials of faith and patience as the Church has had,
for the angels saw God and knew of Hisworks. Nevertheless,
God has been pleased to give them atest of faith,
which has continued during all of man's experience.

The primary cause of Satan's deflection, which resulted
in hisrebellion, was that he lost his faith in God.

He formed the idea that he could manage the Universe
better than could the Almighty, and thought to secure to
himself alittle corner where he could show how affairs
should be carried on. He succeeded in getting control of
our first parents, only to find that, instead of bringing a
blessing, he had brought upon the human family the curse
of death--the penalty of sin--and all the misery and

crime now on the pages of history.

Satan's career became a very important test to the
angels. Believing that God had al power, they did not
understand why He would permit Satan to pursue so evil
acourse. They would have restrained the Adversary
altogether. So when they saw evil going on unrestrained
for centuries, some of them aso evidently lost their faith.
Thus came about the conditions mentioned in the sixth
chapter of Genesis, when some of the angels preferred to
materialize and live in human conditions. Thiswasin
violation of the Divine arrangement, and was the result
of their loss of faith in God's Wisdom and Power. They
had seen what Satan had done, although he had not succeeded
in doing anything great; and their sentiment was,
"Apparently God does not control affairs so completely
as we have thought."--Gen. 6:1-4; 2 Pet. 2:4,5; Jude 6,7.

Thus we see that God tested the faith of the holy
angels, especially when we understand that the evil conditions
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prevailing before the flood have continued to some
extent. The holy angels had occasion to doubt, to fear
respecting God's Wisdom, Love and Power. Thus they
were all thoroughly tested--more so than humanity;

for they saw all that there was to be seen. We admit
that there are a great many things that we do not know
and cannot see, but the angels have apparently a much
wider scope of knowledge. Thusthe test of their faith
was much greater than is ours.

God tested the faith of the angels because He wished
to know which of them had that absolute confidence
which would enable them to trust Him, whether it seemed
that He had or had not the power to control affairs. The



lesson of the exceeding sinfulness of sin was both wise

and necessary. Had the fall of man resulted in the everlasting
torture of even asmall proportion of the human

family, we could not think that God was either wise or

just in permitting this test to come upon His creatures.

For more than four thousand years God permitted
mankind to go down into death. Then came a manifestation
of His Love when He provided for their redemption;
and a till further manifestation of His Power will be
given in the next Age, when they will be raised from the
dead. Furthermore, in the Bride class Heismaking a
special illustration, both to angels and to men, of His
Love for those who manifest heart-loyalty to Him, and
of Hiswillingness to lift those faithful few far above the
angels and even to make them "partakers of the Divine
nature." We see, then, that in God's dealings with the
angels He had respect to their faith.

FAITH PROPORTIONATE TO KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S
CHARACTER

The Scriptures say that "without faith it isimpossible
to please God." (Heb. 11:6.) If one lose hisfaith,
there is no telling whither he may wander. The Apostle
Peter's argument is that this special class who are being
selected for exaltation to the Divine nature, must expect
to have their faith tested, and that this testing is most
important from the Divine point of view. If they have
faith, it will control al of their affairs.--Compare
Heb. 11:1,6.

Our faith will be in proportion to our knowledge of
the character of God. We shall find, upon observation,
that in proportion to our faith we can endure hardness
as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. Since our test isfor so
brief atime--afew years—-it must of necessity be avery
severe, acrucial one. God is subjecting our faithto a
great heat in order to separate the dross. If we had not
the faith, we might fear to take the steps which would
bring usinto this crucial position. Fear would lead usto
decline to take the course that God indicatesto be His
will. Without faith we would shrink from the fiery
trias, the heated furnace. If we have not the faith to
stand the tria's, then we are not of the kind for whom
God is at the present time looking.

If we appreciate this matter, we shall see that "without
faith it isimpossible to please God"; and that confidence
in Him will lead us to weigh His words of precious
promise. These promises will make clear to us the reason
why these testings are upon us, and will enable usto
appreciate our testings as marks of Hislovefor us. The
Lord would have us be "a peculiar people,” tried and
tested, "zealous of good works," a people for a purpose;
and so He devel ops us through suffering.

When the world is on trial during the Millennial Age,
knowledge will have comein, and there will be less opportunity
for the exercise of faith. Mankind will bein



much the same condition as that in which the angels now
are. For athousand years, the world will be assisted
upward, and at the same time they will have opportunities
of cultivating faith--heart-reliance--in God. What
we now see by faith, they will actually know--that the
permission of sin has been working out a great Divine
test for both men and angels. Thus gradually, throughout
the thousand years, their faith will be established in
practically the same way that the faith of the angelsis
now being established. They will see and will walk by
sight, while we believe the promises and so walk by faith.

Thereis adifference between intellectua belief and
heart-reliance. The person who knows God best will
trust Him most. Our Lord Jesus in His glorified position
trusts the Father most perfectly at all times. But with
us, whose trust isimperfect, it is different. Not until
the First Resurrection shall we have perfect trust. The
greater the knowledge of God's character, the greater
will be the heart-reliance upon Him.

During the Millennium, as intellectual belief gives

R5116 : page 323

place to knowledge, the heart-reliance of those who are
loyal to the principles of righteousness will increase proportionately.
It will always be in order to trust in God.
The Great Creator isthe Great Upholder of the Universe;
and all of His creatures will ever be recipients of
His bounty. If we understand the Scriptures, the only
ones who will have deathlessness will be the Lord Jesus
and the Church, which isHis Body. (I Cor. 15:53.) All
others will have dependent lives, and so will be objects of
Divine care. In order to have everlasting life, they will
need to have a heart-reliance upon their Creator. The
more they learn of the unchangeableness of the Divine
promises and character, the greater will be their trust.

The faith of the Church will be of a higher character
than is that of the angels or than will be that of the
world restored. The faith of the Church will have been
wrought out amidst the darkness and obscurity of this
Age, which are being permitted for the very purpose of
developing that faith; for the Church is called to occupy
a place much higher than that of angels or men--
called to be partakers of the Divine nature.--2 Pet. 1:3,4.

When, during the Millennia Age, the world shall have
learned their lessons along the lines of knowledge, God
does not purpose to receive them everlastingly without a
thorough test of their heart-reliance. In Rev. 20:3,7-10,
we read that at the close of the thousand years, Satan
shall be loosed for alittle season. Mankind will then
know what is right and what is wrong, for the principles
of righteousness will have been implanted in their hearts.
The experience with Satan will be atest of heart-reliance,
of loyalty, in that God will apparently not be in
control.

Then al those not in the fullest sympathy with God



and His Divine Plan will be misled by thistest of faith.
Thus they will demonstrate their true character. Those
who prove disobedient will be destroyed in the Second
Death. God tells usthat in the consummation every knee
shall bow and every tongue confess to the glory of His
Name, and that every creature in Heaven and in earth
shall give honor and praise to the Son.--Rev. 5:13.
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PERSECUTION AND FIERY TRIALS THE CHRISTIAN'S EXPERIENCE

"All that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution.”--2 Tim. 3:12.

GODLINESS IMPLIES a character which is
actuated by principles of righteousness. In
all our dealings we are either just or unjust,
kind or unkind, not according to what
some people may think of us, but according
to the standard of righteousness found
in the Scriptures. Therefore, in order to
develop that character which is pleasing to
God, we should in every detail of life consider
carefully what isright and what is
wrong, according to that standard. This course is Scripturally
termed meditating in God's Law. When we reach
that development of character in which thought, word and
deed are measured by the principles of righteousness, we
shall have attained godlikeness.--Psa. 119:97.
What the Lord desires to seein His peopleis not
merely an outward manifestation of devotion to Him and
to His brethren, but a development of love in our hearts
and our dispositions. If we professto love one another
and yet pursue a course of self-seeking, wherein do we
manifest love? So St. John admonishesto love not in
word only, but in deed and in truth.--1 John 3:18.
Primarily, the godly are those who are in Christ
Jesus, members of His Mystical Body, having presented
their human bodies living sacrifices, holy and acceptable
to God through the merit of the great Advocate. Secondly,
the term godly includes those who live righteously,
in sympathy with Christ Jesus, even though they may not
live up to the full standard which the Lord has set, because
they shrink from the suffering that results from godly
living. Thirdly, the term godly includes somein the
remote past, who, believing in the promise of the Lord
that the " Seed" should some day come, separated themselves
from the rest of the world and, having obtained
new aims, new ideas, were out of touch with the remainder
of the race because of having a different standard.--
Heb. 11:13-16.
The Ancient Worthies composed this third class, who
had a share in the suffering of the godly and a participation



also inthe blessing. Moses, for example, preferred

to suffer affliction with the people of God, rather than to
participate in the honors of the Egyptian Government.
Although adopted into the family of Pharaoh, he had
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respect to the promise that the Messiah would come.
Hence he suffered on account of hisfaith in the promise.
So all the patriarchs desired to be in harmony with God,
in accordance with His promise made to Abraham, and
because of belief in that promise they suffered more or
less persecution.--Heb. 11:24-26;36-38.

Some one may ask, "Why should the godly suffer?’
The Bible answers that sin has brought the world into
opposition to God. Whoever, then, would have al men
speak in commendation of him would not be in harmony
with the Divine arrangement, for the masses of the world
are pursuing a course that the Lord does not approve.
We are not saying that everything which the world does
issinful, but that the standards of God are so high that
because of their fallen condition the masses of the world
are not subject to the Law of God, neither, indeed, can
they be, for they are carnal, sold under sin. (Rom. 8:7; 7:14,15.)
Those who wish to have influence with the
world must cater to popular prejudices. On the contrary,
those who would be God's people must be loyal to the
principles of righteousness and consequently must go in
the opposite direction to that of the world. Hence they
are opposed by the world.

From the standpoint of God the course of the world
issinful. Thereisatendency in our flesh to go with
the world, who are laboring under false views of various
kinds, because that courseisin sympathy with the desires
of our own fallen flesh. Henceto live godly isto livein
opposition to the course of the world and of our own
flesh. Thiswould include not only living uprightly and
avoiding sin, etc., but also the making of sacrifices as
well, where principles are not involved. We are to beware,
however, lest we be deceived along thisline. Not
only are we contending with the world, but we are
wrestling with wicked spiritsin high positions.--

Eph. 6:12.

ILLUSTRATION OF SATAN'SDEVICES

Sometimes Satan's arts seem to be employed to get
those who are trying to live godly into contention with
each other. One of his devicesis to make unimportant
things seem important, and in this way to make people
think that they are contending for righteousness' sake,
and that the sufferings that they bring on themselvesin
this manner are for righteousness sake. Another device
isto deceive people into "busy-bodying in other men's
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matters." (I Peter 4:15.) It behooves us, therefore, as
the Lord's people, not to try to straighten out all the
affairs of the Church or of the world, and not to get into
conflict with the brethren. They, like ourselves, are laboring
to counteract the influences of the world, the flesh and
the Devil.

Our influence upon each other should be uplifting;
we should not cause othersto grieve, except where suffering
is absolutely necessary. Hence the Lord's people
should cultivate the fruits of the Spirit increasingly--
meekness, gentleness, patience, brotherly kindness, love.
The cultivation of these fruits of the Spiritisalaw in
respect to the Lord's people. All who would live godly
in Christ Jesus are to see to it that they are not the
cause of suffering to others--especially to those of the
household of faith.

SUFFERING AS A CHRISTIAN

Whileit istruethat all who will live godly in this
world will suffer to the extent to which they are out of
harmony with the present evil conditions, yet the promised
blessings of the Scriptures are to those who live
godly in Christ Jesus, those who are Christians. Of these
St. Peter says, "If any man suffer as a Christian, let him
not be ashamed."--I Peter 4:16.

A Chrigtian isafollower of Christ, one who has cast
in hislot to suffer with Christ, that He may be also
glorified with the Lord. (2 Tim. 2:12.) From the
Apostle's standpoint, therefore, no one could suffer asa
Christian unless he had become a Christian.

Every painful experience which our Lord had was suffering
for righteousness' sake--not only the great sufferings,
not only the great fight against sin, but also all
the little, unpleasant experiences common to the world.
Being "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners’
(Heb. 7:26), there was no reason why He should suffer.
We do not understand that the Heavenly Father has provided
sufferings, trials and difficulties for the angels who
are in harmony with Him. Nor do we think that Jesus,
being a Son in full accord with the Father, would have
suffered were it not for His Covenant of self-sacrifice.
All of His sufferings were because He had come into the
world to be man's Redeemer. They were all parts of His
necessary experience.

The sufferings which our Lord endured were the result
of His activity in the service of the Father. These were
His weariness, His weakness after giving out His vitality
to heal others, His bloody sweat, His ignominious buffetings,
and all the reproaches, the sneers and the bitter
words incurred on account of His faithfulness, to all of
which He meekly and quietly submitted until His sufferings
on Calvary terminated His human existence.

SUFFERINGS RESULTING FROM HEREDITY, NOT SUFFERINGS



OF CHRIST

Thereis no question that suffering in general is not
suffering with Christ, but with Adam. Our physical infirmities
which are of heredity, are not sufferings of
Christ. Rather we should speak of the sufferings of
Christ as being voluntary and not involuntary. When the
Apostle says that if we suffer with the Lord we shall also
reign with Him (2 Tim. 2:12), he means the suffering
which we bring on ourselves through faithfulness to our
Covenant. St. Paul speaks of filling up that which is
behind of the afflictions of Christ for His Body's sake,
which isthe Church. (Col. 1:24.) These experiences
are not for Adam's sake.

In St. Paul's own case he had, we believe, weak eyes
as aresult of hiswrong course in persecuting the Church;
and that wrong course was, no doubt, largely the result of
heredity. When the Apostle speaks of the sufferings he
endured on account of his eyes, he does not speak of them
as the sufferings of Christ, but says that his affliction was
amessenger of Satan to buffet him. (2 Cor. 12:7.) We
might then say that all physical sufferings resulting from
heredity are ministers of Satan opposing us, causing us
much difficulty. However, we believe that the Lord is
pleased with us if we resist these ministers of Satan.

If we should think of all our physical pains and aches
as sufferings for Christ, then we should be obliged to think
of our mental defects also as sufferings for Christ. For
instance, a man who had a disabled hand might have a
comparatively even temper; another might have a perverse
temper, leading him into trouble, leading him to
busybody in other men's matters, etc. Thus his disposition
causes him to suffer as a busybody and not for
Christ. St. Paul tells us that our defectsin character are
works of the fallen flesh. (Gal. 5:19-21.) If the sufferings
that come to us because of imperfect mental conditions
are sufferings of heredity, the physical sufferings
which result from imperfect physical conditions, cannot be
counted as sufferings for Christ.

In the case of a Christian, inherited weaknesses and
those brought upon himself by the violation of the laws of
God previous to his entrance into the family of God as a
son, while not sufferings with Christ, will be made advantageous
to him. These weaknesses our Father sees fit
to leave with us, but assures us that His grace will be
sufficient for us. (2 Cor. 12:9.) While the realization of
such care for our interests is humiliating in that it forces
conviction of our weakness, yet it is refreshing and inspiring
inthat it proves our Father'slove for us. "The
Father Himself loveth you."--John 16:27.

SUFFERING TURNED TO THE ADVANTAGE OF THE NEW
CREATURE

But when one has undertaken to follow in the footsteps
of Christ and has been begotten as a New Creature,



whatever affliction that New Creature undergoes because
of following the Lord, is suffering as a Christian; and
whatever our experiences in suffering may be, these
are not necessarily the portion of the sons of God, for the
angels do not suffer; but He permits the Church to have
them in order to develop and crystallize character. If
we rejoice that we are found worthy to share in the sufferings
of the present time, every trial will be turned to
advantage as a part of our Christian experience. "They
are not of theworld." (John 17:16.) Therefore all of
our experiences must be regarded as Christian, for correction
in righteousness and for educational purposes.

But thisistaking a broader, deeper view than ordinary.
Certainly a Christian is not to be ashamed of what
he may suffer because of hisloyalty to the Lord, to the
Truth and to the brethren. In these sufferings heisto
glorify God and to be thankful for them. Heisto be
glad for the opportunity of enduring something, to show
not only the Lord, but himself also that he has endured
something for Christ's sake. Every sacrifice that we
make is for the purpose of suffering as a Christian, and
we are not to be ashamed so to suffer.--I Peter 4:16.

SUFFERING FOR CONSCIENCE NOT ALWAY S SUFFERING
FOR CHRIST

There are others who suffer more or less as Christians
suffer, but they are suffering from aworldly standpoint.
People sometimes say, "This worldly man has histrials
and sufferings, and shows such patience, such resignation,
that surely he is suffering as a Christian." But we do not
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understand that anyone can suffer as a Christian unless

he takes the steps necessary to make him a Christian.

We are to view matters from God's standpoint. Doubtless
many have suffered as Christians from a human viewpoint
who were not Christians. In the Dark Ages many were
put to death for the sake of principle. In our own day
there are people who give no evidence of being Christians,
but who would rather die than have the Bible taken out

of the public schools. Although they do not understand
the Bible, yet if these were times of persecution, many
would die at the stake in order to keep the Bible in the
public schoals.

We cannot always tell whether suffering isfor Christ's
sake. But where people have suffered for conscience'
sake, they have thus cultivated character, and will get a
blessing in the next Age for that suffering. At present
there is only the one door into membership in the Body
of Christ--obedience even unto death. Suffering with
Christ, as we have seen, is not the ordinary suffering
common to all in the fallen state, but only such experiences
as are the result, more directly, of following Christ's
exampl e in advocating unpopular truths and in exposing



popular errors. Such were the causes of the sufferings

of Christ; and such will be the causes of suffering, persecution
and loss to al who follow in His footsteps. Such

will have fellowship in His sufferings now, and in the

end will be counted worthy to share in the reward given

for faithfulness to principle.

Throughout the Gospel Age this course has meant
self-sacrificing labor and endurance of reproach in the
sowing and watering of Christ's doctrines. Now, in the
end of the Age, it means a similar fidelity and endurance
in the Harvest work now in progress--faithfulness even
to the laying down of life itself, whether it be required
by the gradual process of working it out in the Master's
service, adying daily, or by being brought more abruptly
to amartyr's death.

SHRINKING BACK FROM SUFFERING

Our Lord forewarns us that in the end of the Gospel
Age, many who have alove for Christ will allow their
love to grow cold because of the iniquity and sinin the
world. (Matt. 24:12.) It will be atest for such to
decide whether they will follow the Lord in self-sacrifice
as His disciples or whether they will partake of the
worldly spirit. We seethistest in operation now. A
great many people who name the name of Christ, who
really love the Lord, who appreciate much of His character,
who would like to see the right prosper, nevertheless
have no thought of making a spectacle of themselves
before men. They would like to do right, to walk honorably,
and to have the favor of men as good citizens.

But as to being warm and faithful followers of the Lord
--through "evil report and good report” (2 Cor. 6:8)--
their faith and zeal are not sufficient to endure the test.

The Lord Jesus gives us the invitation to become
joint-heirs with Him. He has very clearly informed us
that to follow in His steps will mean trials and difficulties
in the flesh. He says, "In the world ye shall have
tribulation." (John 16:33.) St. Paul repeats the sentiment,
saying, "We must through much tribulation enter
into the Kingdom of God"; and again in our text he
emphasizes the thought, saying, "Y ea, and all that will
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." (Acts 14:22;
2Tim. 3:12.) Thereisno other way to enter
the Kingdom than by self-sacrifice, deadening of the
flesh, mortifying it. In proportion asthe New Creature
grows, the old creature perishes, until the sacrifice shall
have been completed in death.

The Lord's people should thoroughly understand the
terms and conditions upon which they have been called.
They should therefore not think it strange when trials
come upon them, no matter how fiery, no matter how
severe. The Apostle Peter lovingly counsels the Church:
"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial
which isto try you, as though some strange thing happened
unto you; but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers



of Christ's sufferings; that when His glory shall

be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.

If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are
ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you;
on their part Heis evil spoken of, but on your part He is
glorified." (I Peter 4:12-14.) The Lord isto be not

only the Instructor, but also the Refiner to purge out the
dross, that we may be made ready to share with Christ
in the Kingdom of "glory, honor and immortality."--
Rom. 2:7.

TRIALS FROM FALSE BRETHREN

The Scriptures plainly teach that special trials may be
expected in the Church, amongst the brethren. And we
find it to be true that our severest trials come not from
without, but, as the Apostle in substance says, "From
among yourselves shall arise false brethren,” to injure the
flock in general through personal ambition. (Acts 20:30.)
This becomes atest not only to the Church, but to al
those who are in contact with us, for if one member
suffer, all the members suffer with it.--1 Cor. 12:26.

We are nat, therefore, to think it strange if there
aretrials and difficulties, and if more or less dispute arise
in the Church. We are to cultivate gentleness, meekness,
patience, loving-kindness toward all. Nevertheless, if a
dispute arise amongst the Lord's people, we are to recognize
that such things are unavoidable amongst those who
have the Truth. Our heads are imperfect, and consequently
it requires some time to come into line with the
teachings of the Lord's Word. Even disputation makes
life an activity, and is better than a dead condition--not
to care what is spoken or not spoken. Nevertheless,
those who have zeal should be careful that they manifest
the Spirit of the Lord, as above indicated--gentleness,
patience, meekness, brotherly kindness, love, humility.

Think it not strange that there are fiery trials amongst
yourselves, arising from one cause or another, that will
make it particularly severe for you. Those among
whom you are thrown in contact will cause you suffering,
because of your zeal and their misunderstanding, their
imperfection, etc. Similarly, you may be a cause of trial
to others. All of these fiery trials will work out good
for you. Itisfar better to be amongst those who are
fervent in spirit than to take a place amongst those who
are lukewarm and thus lose the privilege of being one
of those who are footstep followers of Christ. Perhaps
those who are lukewarm will, in the Time of Trouble,
learn alesson. But the Little Flock are to learn their
lesson in the present time--allowing the experiences of
life to work out for them afar more exceeding and
eterna weight of glory.--2 Cor. 4:17.

Our knowledge of God is limited; yet it is only what
we should expect of the Heavenly Father, that any
whom He accepts as His children will have Divine love
and care in the supervision of their affairs, which will



make all things work for good to them. Since the Lord

is our Shepherd, no oneis able to pluck us out of His
hands. (John 10:28,29.) We are as dear to Him asthe
apple of Hiseye. Hethat began agood work in usis
ableto completeit isin the day of Jesus Christ. (Phil. 1:6.)
So the more faith we have the more we appreciate
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the text, "We know that all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them that are the called according
to His purpose.” (Rom. 8:28.) Thisincludes even
the things that seem to be very contrary, very evil, very
disadvantageous.

Our Lord said, "And thisislife eternal, that they
might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom Thou has sent.” (John 17:3.) To know the
Father means to be in fellowship with Him, to have an
intimate acquaintance with Him. Experience corroborates
thisfact. The more obedient we are as children
the more intimate is our acquaintance with Him. And
if we are unfaithful, even for alittle space, we shall fail
to make development along spiritual lines. But in proportion
as we are seeking to walk in His ways, we become
intimate with Him in the particular sense in which a child
knows his father. This knowledge gives us the trust that
He cares for us as His children, and makes all things
work together for good to us.--Rom. 8:28; | John 1:6,7.

CO-OPERATION WITH GOD TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY

We note, however, that St. Paul says that all things
work together for good, not for best. God has something
to do in the way of His choice of His reward and
of our possihilities. The angels of God, however obedient
to Him, could not become archangels nor cherubim.
Their obedience brings their highest welfare on their own
plane. So with us. We cannot get the best for the reason
that He has aready given it to Jesus Christ, whom
He has set next to Himself at His right hand in power
and glory and honor.--1 Peter 3:22.

Again, this promise is not a guarantee that all things
in life will work together for the very best to us as though
we had neither will nor choice in the matter. We should
not say, "l positively resign myself; the Lord has said
that all things will work together for the best, and if |
miss opportunitiesin the service | shal say, 'Oh, well, it
isdl for the best.™ Thusto think would be a mistake,
for it isevidently not at all the thought.

After we have become New Creaturesin Christ and
children of God, He leaves us with a certain amount of
choice. Itisvery largely in our own control what we
shall do, whether we shall make progress or stand till
or go backward. We cannot say that if one had lost
the High Calling his experiences would be the very best
possible; and that if he went into the Second Death, his



fate was the best. But we can say that this Scripture
means that God stands ready to give us the best that He
may have under the terms and conditions of the Covenant
which He has made with us.

OursisaCovenant of sacrifice. There are certain
laws and principles which are not to be broken. Along
these lines the Lord Jesus tells us that the Father will
appoint those next to the Lord who have demonstrated
most of the Spirit of the Redeemer. He will not put
anyone in such a position or into the Kingdom arbitrarily.
His Character, His Words, stand pledged that He will
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make the best of usthat He is able to do, while at the
same time recognizing our wills as paramount.

Jehovah does not seek those as His children who need
to beforced. Our Lord said that the Father seeketh such
to worship Him as worship Him in spirit and in truth.
(John 4:23.) We are to work to the best of our ability.
But with all of our stumbling the Lord stands pledged
that He will not leave usif we are faithful, and that He
will make even our stumbling work out for good to us.
Those who lose the crown may come up through great
tribulation with the Great Company class. Thisisthe
best thing possible for them under the Divine arrangement.
For those who go into the Second Death, their
fate will not be the best for them; but it will be best for
the entire universe that those should be blotted out of
existence who are out of harmony with righteousness.
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SPARED IN THE DAY OF TROUBLE

"They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when
I make up My jewels; and | will spare them as a man spareth
his only son that serveth him."--Mal. 3:17.

LIKE MANY OTHER prophecies, the words

of the Prophet Malachi seem to have ageneral
application throughout the Gospel Age

and a particular one at the close of the Age.

Eighteen hundred years ago the Lord Jehovah

began to make up His jewels. The

first of these jewels was our Lord Jesus

Christ, who was polished, perfected and

taken up on high. Jehovah did not cease

His work with the perfection of His Son,

our Lord. He has arranged that other jewels be cut and
polished after the similitude of His Son, that they may
shine with Him in the heavenly glory and Kingdom; as
it iswritten, "We are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works."--Eph. 2:10.



These gems must al be found by God, who is making
up these jewels. But having been found of Him, they
are placed in the hands of the great Lapidarist, our Lord
Jesus, that He may cut, polish and fit them for the glorious
work of shining with Him in the Kingdom. Our
Heavenly Father has appointed our Lord to be the great
Master Workman in the preparation of the jewels.

In our text, the Lord Jehovah saysthat in that day of
preparation of the jewels He will spare this class as a man
spares his only son that serves him. He has not spared
this class in the sense of relieving them from all suffering,
for if they were thus spared they could not share the
glory to follow thistrial time. He did not spare Jesus,
the Head over the Church, which isHis Body. But He
will not permit them to be tempted above what they are
ableto bear. (I Cor. 10:13.) He has an interest in them
and a sympathy for them, and delivers them from those
things which would prove too weighty for them.

THE MOUNTING OF THE JEWELS GOING ON

In acertain sense, then, God has been making up His
jewels for more than eighteen hundred years--in the
sense of preparing them. But thereis still afinal gathering,
or assembling, of this class, which has not yet been
completed. The gathering of these jewels must include
the resurrection, not merely of those who have been
dleeping as members of the Body of Christ, but also of
those who are alive and remain to the end of the Age.
These all experience a change from animal to spirit conditions
--"changed in amoment, in the twinkling of an
eye." (I Cor. 15:51,52.) In the assembling of thisclass
--the mounting of the jewels, asit were--the Lord will
show His own workmanship, what He has selected out
of the filth and mire of the sinful race of mankind, and
what He has made of them.

This gathering of the jewelsisthat to which the
Prophet Malachi refersin the following quotation: "Behold,
I will send My Messenger, and he shall prepare the
way before Me; and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly
cometo Histemple, even the Messenger of the
Covenant, whom ye delight in; behold, He shall come,
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saith the Lord of Hosts. But who may abide the day of
His coming? and who shall stand when He appeareth?
for Heislike arefiner'sfire, and like fullers soap; and
He shall sit asarefiner and purifier of silver; and He shall
purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver,
that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.”
--Mal. 3:1-3.

The Messenger of the Covenant is, primarily, our
Lord Jesus, who came more than eighteen hundred years
ago and presented Himself to those who were heirs of the
New Covenant--the Jews. The Apostle points out that



this new arrangement meant, not only a new Mediator
for them, but also better sacrifices and a new priesthood,
who would be able to effect a satisfaction for the sins of
the people, so that it would not be necessary to render
the typical sacrifices thereafter year by year.--

Heb. 9:11-15.

This Messenger of the Covenant came unto His own,
but His own received Him not, "But as many as received
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of
God"--to become associated with Himself, to become identified
with Himself, as members of HisBody. They are
begotten to a new nature, not of the will of the flesh, but
only of God.--John 1:11-13.

THE LORD'SWORDS A REFINING FIRE

In this sense of the word, our Lord sat as arefiner of
gold and silver--discriminating, purifying. The words
which He spoke were not only words of grace, of eternal
life, but also words of purification, likened elsewhereto a
sharp, two-edged sword. (Heb. 4:12.) The Prophet
Malachi compares them to fullers' soap, which would take
out al stains and |leave the garment pure and white; and
he also says that our Lord will sit as arefiner of gold
and silver, that the Levite class may offer to the Lord
an acceptable sacrifice.

This prophecy refers, as we see, to the antitypical
priesthood and includes both the Royal Priests and the
Great Company. The work of this great Refiner isto
purify the members of the Church class--not only the
Little Flock, but the Great Company as well.

This refining process takes place al through the Gospel
Age. Astheindividual members of the Body of
Christ grow in grace, they are put through not only the
preliminary processes of the refining, but also the more
trying ones. Gold represents the Divine or higher order
of spirit nature, and silver, the lower order. The gold
represents the Little Flock, and the Silver the Great
Company.

None of these would be able to make an acceptable
sacrifice of himself; but the great Advocate imputes His
merit to each who offers himself in sacrifice and thus
enables him to become such. The Father permits the
Advacate to make of these acceptable sacrifices. They
are His sacrifices, not their own. Then they are begotten
to the new nature and adopted into the Body of Christ.
By this offering, our Lord, asthe great Mediator, is getting
ready for the institution of the New Covenant.

THE PRESENT A WONDERFUL TIME

The closing scenes of the Gospel Age will be the most
remarkable of the world's history. The Church will then
be completed. We are not at liberty to guess when the
end of the trouble will be. Whether all of the trouble will
come in the next two or three years we do not know.



But we think that the most serious part of the trouble
will occupy avery short time.

Let us remember that we are living in most wonderful
times. More can be accomplished in one month now than
could have been done in years some time ago--more in
one hour than in days formerly. We are till in the waiting
attitude, so that the Lord can indicate His will in the
matter to us. We believe that the year 1915 will be even
more wonderful than the present. We fully believe that
the year 1914 will see the end of the Gentile Times, for
we cannot find even one flaw in our Bible chronology.
But we do not claim infallibility. To errishuman. If,
therefore, the Father permits us to blunder in respect to
His Word in this matter, nevertheless, He will undoubtedly
have a great blessing for us. And if it should be that the
year 1914 should not mark the close of the Gentile Times,
we would still believe that the time could not be very far
distant; for the nearer we come to that time, the nearer
we see the fulfilment of the things which the Scriptures
indicate will then occur.

In a short time the Lord will spare His people--not
from the trouble altogether, but from any unnecessary
experience. We cannot expect that He will spare them
as jewels any more than He did His Only Begotten Son.
He allowed that Son to be put to death--even the death of
the cross. Yet He protected our Lord and did not permit
any of the things which He suffered to work to His detriment.
And so the Lord will spare us as New Creatures.

Heis preparing for us the glorious things which He has
in reservation for the faithful.
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THE GREAT QUESTION
--NOVEMBER 17.--MARK 8:27-9:1.--

"Thou art The Christ, the Son of
the Living God."--Matt. 16:16.

FOR A CONSIDERABLE period of His ministry

our Lord did not declare Himself,

even to His disciples, to be the Messiah.

Undoubtedly He chose the wiser course.

Asthe Great Teacher He instructed the

people, until they said, "Never man spake

like this man"; He healed the people, until

they said, "Could Messiah do more than

this?' It was better, undoubtedly, that the

thought should gradually come upon the

minds of His followers than that He should have started
in with making that claim--better that the people should
claim it for Him than that He claim the honor for
Himself.



He did, however, wish His disciples to know, and He
approached the question by asking, "Who do men say
that | am?' Hegot areply, that some thought Him John
the Baptist risen from the dead; that others considered
Him to be Elijah risen from the dead, and others thought
of Him as being perhaps one of the other Prophets.

Then came the point of the question: "But who say ye
that | am?* St. Peter answered and said, "Thou art
The Christ, the Son of the Living God." Jesus admitted
the correctness of this, saying, "Blessed art thou, Simon,
son of Jonah, for flesh and blood hath not revealed this
unto thee, but My Father which isin Heaven."

Forthwith Jesus began to explain to the beloved
Twelve the experiences that lay before Him--how the
Kingdom would be formally proffered to the Jews, and
how through their representatives, the Elders, the chief
priests, they would reject Him; how He would be killed,
and after three days rise again.
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He made the statement about His death very emphatic,
and the disciples clearly understood it. Judas, angrily
disappointed, considered it a disgrace upon our Lord for
Him to take such aview of the future, and a disgrace
also upon the Apostles, because if Jesus had such expectations
it would modify and regulate His course, and soon
disaster would come to Him, and the dashing of all their
hopes which He had incul cated--hopes of sitting with
Him in His Throne, etc.

Doubtless all of the Apostles were disappointed, but
only St. Peter had the courage to express himself, saying,
"Beit far from Thee, Lord; this shall not happen." You
will, we all know, as the Messiah, attain the Throne of
Israel and thus eventually the Throne of the world, and
bring blessing to the whole human race; and as you have
promised, we shall be with You in Y our Throne.

"GET THEE BEHIND ME, SATAN!"

In this course St. Peter was opposing the Divine will
and plan, of which the death of Jesus was the very center
or hub, from which would radiate al the fulfilments of
all the various promises--to the Church first, to Israel
next, and finally to all nations, peoples, kindreds and
tongues. Jesus perceived that these influences were striving
to hinder His consummation of His sacrifice, even as
Satan tried to do in the beginning of His consecration.

To make the matter very emphatic He said to St.

Peter, " Get thee behind Me, adversary," thy words savor
not of the things of God's plan, but of the things of
human judgment and preference. Then He began to
make clear to His followers what had not been "meat in
due season"” to give them before, in such plain terms,
namely, that whoever desired to be counted in with Him
in any part of Hiswork must realize that it would cost



him all that he possessed of an earthly kind; he must
deny himself, take up his cross and follow in the footsteps
of the Redeemer.

Anyone solicitous of maintaining his rights and holding
on to the present life, and unwilling to sacrifice al,
will lose the great "prize" of the Divine nature, which
will be given to those who do take up the cross and make
afull sacrifice of earthly interests. And on the other
hand, he who will faithfully lose hislife for Jesus sake
will save it--will gain the reward of life on the spirit
plane.

Moreover, the same principle that now thus operates
will always operate, namely, that whoever is simply selfish,
loving his own life and his own interests, will not
be accounted worthy of everlasting life; but those who
will sacrifice, if need be, in the interests of the Lord's
cause will be the ones accounted worthy in character for
eterna life.

"WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN?'

God has provided a future life for every soul of man
through the redemption accomplished by Jesus, but only the
noble of heart, of character, of life, who will accept this
great blessing through the Divinely appointed way will get
it. If they selfishly seek for the whole world, the selfishness
thus developed will make them unfit for the eternal life.

For what would a man take in exchange for the loss of
hislife? Would he consider wealth or fame or name

for afew yearsin the present time worthy of exchange

at profit, if it were to cost him eternal glory and eternal

life? Surely not. We are therefore to have in mind

that character-building is absolutely essential to our attaining
eterna life upon any plane, by the proposition

that God has made us through His Son.

Whoever becomes a follower of the Lord and hopes
to gain the prize of everlasting life and glory on the spirit
plane must do so whole-heartedly, and not in an underhanded
or secret manner. He must come out fully and
courageously and properly acknowledge Jesus and acknowledge
Hiswords. And Jesus puts Himself and His
words on a parity--"whoever is ashamed of Me and of
My words." Jesus words are Jesus' doctrines or teachings.
To be ashamed of the Truth, to be ashamed of the
Divine Plan, to be ashamed of what we find to be the
teachings of God's Word, because they are unpopular with
men, is to offend the Lord and to prove ourselves unworthy
of Hisfavor.

All who are of His Church will need Christ continually
astheir Advocate, down to the very last, when He
shall present them blameless and unreproveable before the
Father inlove. (Col. 1:22.) And if they would maintain
Him as their Advocate, they must also be advocating
His cause amongst men, not ashamed of Him and not
ashamed of His doctrine, His words.

That the Lord addressed His words especially to the



disciplesis shown by His reference to others of that
nation who had not made such a consecration as all of
His disciples must make. The others were called "an
adulterous and sinful generation." The followers of
Christ must hold up the Light of Truth before the world,
and so doing faithfully they will be acknowledged by the
Lord Jesus in due time, when He comes in the glory of
His Father with the holy angels. He will not be ashamed
to acknowledge them; He will present them to the Father
and to the holy angels.

THE GREAT QUESTION

The great question of eighteen centuries ago isthe
great question of today! Who is Jesus? If, as some
claim, He was merely a good man, a most able Teacher,
then He was not The Christ, for The Christ, although the
embodiment of all these qualities, was more, much more.
To be The Christ, He must have been "the Man Christ
Jesus," who gave Himself a Ransom-price for all, to be
testified in due time. (1 Tim. 2:5,6.) And thissignifies
that He must have been, not of ordinary birth, but
extraordinary, born from above, because if bornin the
ordinary course of nature He would be like others of
Adam's sons, subject to the sentence of death, and hence
unable to save either Himself or others. But if He was
The Chrigt, the Sent of God, who left the glory of the
Father and was made flesh that He might "taste death
for every man,” then we behold Him as the great Redeemer
of the world, whose death was necessary as a
Ransom, or corresponding price, to secure the release of
mankind from the death sentence and to make possible the
resurrection of Adam and his race.

More than this, the word Christ signifies The
Anointed. The Bible declares that the Anointed Lord
shall be the Great King, Prophet and Priest, whose Kingdom
shall be under the whole heavens--a Kingdom
which shall last for athousand years; and shall destroy
sin and al who love sin; and which shall lift up all
humanity willing to return into harmony with God. According
to the Scriptures, this Jesusis--the Messiah. And
His present work is the gathering of a Bride class, to be
Hisjoint-heir in His glorious Kingdom, which will be
set up soon after the Elect Church shall have been completed
by the glorious change of the First Resurrection.

What think ye of Messiah? What think ye of His
invitation to become His associates in His glory and Kingdom?
What think ye of the cost of self-denial, self-sacrifice?
What think ye of the great reward? Let
those who have made the consecration review the terms;
let those who have not made this consecration do as Jesus
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said: "Sit down and count the cost," before making a
decision, so that if they become His disciples they will



do sointelligently, and be loyal and faithful in their
course.

Only those who appreciate the "High Calling of God
in Chrigt," "The Heavenly calling"--only such will have
the necessary incentive to run with patience the race
upon which they started when making a consecration;
and only those who run the race faithfully will win the
prize; and only by the assistance of the Great Advocate
can any hope to come off conqueror and "more than
conqueror,” through His precious Blood.

R5121 : page 329
THE KINGDOM IN TABLEAU
--NOVEMBER 24.--MARK 9:2-13.--

"A voice came out of the cloud, saying, Thisis My beloved
Son; hear ye Him. And when the voice was past, Jesus was
found alone."--Luke 9:35.

OUR STUDIES continue to appertain to Messiah's
Kingdom of glory. Today's lesson

tells of atableau illustration given to His

disciples respecting it. The lesson deeply

impressed the three Apostles who witnessed

the vision, namely, Peter, James and John.

St. Peter referred to it afterward in his

Epistle (2 Pet. 1:16-19), saying, "We have

not followed cunningly devised fables when

we made known unto you the power and

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye witnesses
of His Mgjesty...when we were with Him in the holy
mount."

Jesus prepared His disciples for the transfiguration
vision, saying, "There be some of them that stand here
which shall not taste of death until they see God's Royal
Majesty having come with power." The occasion will be
remembered. Jesus had foretold His death, quite contrary
to the previous expectations of the Apostles, and now He
sought to draw their minds gradually to arealization that
His death would not mean a repudiation of the promise
of the Kingdom and its glory but a fulfilment of their
expectations on a higher plane. Jesus would formally
offer Himself to Israel as King riding upon the ass five
days before His crucifixion; He would be despised and
rejected and crucified; but His kingly office and work
would thereby only be confirmed. His authority to be
King of the earth, His authority to release mankind from
the power of sin and death, His authority to uplift
humanity and to bring the earth in general to Paradise
conditions, would all be founded upon His sacrificial
death at Calvary.

All this was presented to the three chosen disciples



six days later. Jesustook them to the mountain-top and
was transfigured before them. Hisflesh and His garments
shone and glistened white, after the manner of

angels, the vision thus representing the Lord after having
experienced His resurrection change from earthly to
heavenly conditions. Then with Him "talked two men,"
says St. Luke, "who appeared in glory"--radiant, but less
so than Jesus.

In some manner they recognized these two men of the
vision as Moses and Elijah. They heard these discourse
with Jesus respecting His decease, "which He was about
to accomplish at Jerusalem," says St. Luke. How long
the vision lasted we are not told, but St. Peter, thinking
that he should make some comment on the situation, and
not knowing what to say, suggested the building of three
tabernacles, one for Jesus, one for Moses, one for Elijah.
He evidently thought that the Master would be rejoiced
at such blessed fellowship, and he was willing to do
anything for His aid.

"THISISMY BELOVED SON"

Then came a voice from the overshadowing cloud,
saying, "Thisis My beloved Son, hear ye Him!" And
suddenly the vision vanished, and they saw only Jesus
with them, and He no longer with radiant appearance.
What could it all mean? It may be that several good lessons
came out of this: (1) During the six days following
the announcement of the Master's coming suffering,
ignominy and death, we may assume that the Apostles
were sad-hearted, bewildered. In this condition it
would be a great refreshment, and be strengthening to
their faith to witness this vision which testified of Jesus
they knew not what, but which showed them that the
death He had foretold was a certainty and known of God
and of Divine approval.

(2) The voice from the cloud would be a fresh encouragement
to their faith. They had believed that Jesus
was all that He claimed to be--the Son of the Highest.
They had believed that He was not an ordinary member
of the human family, born in sin, but that He had been
particularly and specially born from above by Divine
power. They had believed His own testimony that He
proceeded forth and came from God and that He would
return to the Father, but now their faith was corroborated;
God Himself had testified in this miraculous manner
that Jesus was His Son, His Well-Beloved, His Only
One.

"TELL NO MAN THE VISION"

As the Apostles were coming down the mountainside
with Jesus, wondering about the meaning of the
vision they had seen, Jesus said to them, "See that ye tell
no man the vision until after the Son of Man isrisen
from the dead.” (Matt. 17:9.) So "they kept the saying



with themselves, questioning one with another what the
Lord meant by the rising again from the dead.” Thus,
little by little, the Great Teacher impressed upon His
true disciples great truths which they could not otherwise
have learned, seeing that they had not yet been begotten
of the Holy Spirit; for the Holy Spirit was not yet
given, the Pentecost blessing had not yet come, because
Jesus had not yet suffered nor risen from the dead, nor
ascended into the presence of God to make Sin-Atonement
on their behalf.

The fact that Moses and Elijah appeared asreal to
the Apostles as though they were in life does not contradict
the words of Jesus that what they saw was a
vision. We are to remember the many visions given
later on to one of these Apostles, St. John, recorded in
the Book of Revelation. In those visions St. John saw
angels and men, horsemen, beasts, crowns, etc., and heard
voices and singing and talking, etc., just asin thisvision.

THE MEANING OF THE VISION

We have St. Peter's words (2 Pet. 1:16) in corroboration
of the text here, that what they saw on the mountain
represented the Royal Mgjesty of Messiah--the
Kingdom of Messiah. Moses represented the faithful of
Natural Israel, the "House of Servants'; "Moses as a
servant, was faithful over all hisHouse." Elijah represented
The Christ in the flesh, the House of Sons, which
has been in process of development throughout this Gospel
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Age. All of the consecrated, spirit-begotten people
of God, during this Age, are represented by Elijah, who,
God promised, should come before Messiah would set up
His Kingdom. In other words, the Elijah class is composed
of Jesus and all of Hisfootstep followers throughout
this Gospel Age--in their earthly or fleshly condition,
spirit-begotten, but not yet spirit-born.

This Elijah company as a whole must be devel oped
and must do awork in the world before the real Kingdom
of Messiah can be established. The glorification of Jesus,
following His death and resurrection, was due, but as
the glorified One He stood between the Moses class,
called previously, and the Elijah class, which had just
begun to be called to be His joint-heirsin the Kingdom.
He was thusin their midst, and the crucifixion at
Jerusalem was about to fulfil al the conditions necessary
to the bringing about of the Messianic reign.

But the glorification of Jesus was not the only
thing necessary; the entire Church, the Body, must suffer
with Him and be completed and then be joined with Him
beyond the veil before the Kingdom glory can be fully
established. Thiswork of calling and preparing an
Elijah class has been in progress for more than eighteen
centuries and we believe is now nearly completed. As



John the Baptist was the forerunner of Jesusin the flesh,
so this greater Elijah, the Church in the flesh, isthe
Forerunner of the great Messiah on the spirit plane. We
must suffer with Him if we would share in His resurrection
and share in His glory. Thiswas the lesson of

the transfiguration vision.

The disciples wondered and queried, saying, "Why do
the Pharisees and Scribestell us," according to the Scriptures,
"that Elijah must first come." Jesus answered
that, in a sense, to those who could receive it, John the
Baptist had thus come, and had introduced Jesus as the
Messiah, and that John the Baptist had in a sense fulfilled
this prophecy when He introduced the Redeemer-King.

St. Peter's words, already referred to, fully satisfy us
that the transfiguration scene was a vision of the coming
glory of Christ--"We were eye-witnesses of His Majesty,
that the promised Kingdom will eventually come.

The vision on the mount confirmsthisto us. However,

the prophecies of old, which foretold Messiah's

coming and reign, are still more authentic, "more sure,”
they cannot fail; the Kingdom merely awaits the sufferings
of those who will be the members of the Body of

Christ. Then, at the Second Coming of Jesus, these will

be blessed and glorified, and the class represented by
Moses will also be blessed and used as instruments of the
Kingdom. Thusin the vision the entire Kingdom was represented:
first of al, by Jesus Himself, second by Elijah,

who represented the Church class, and third by Moses,
who represented the faithful on the earthly plane, through
whom the Heavenly blessings will pour out upon
humanity.
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O, Master, it isgood to be
Entranced, enrapt, alone with Thee,
Till we, too, changed from grace to grace,
Gaze on Thine own transfigured face.
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INTERESTING LETTERS
QUESTIONS RESPECTING CLASS DISCIPLINE

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL :--

Some of us desire your further advice on two points:

(1) What attitude should we take toward brethren who
hold little meetings not authorized or appointed by the
Class with which they are connected?

(2) We note your recommendation concerning testimony
meetings and their helpfulness in character-devel opment.
What should we do in a case where Elders oppose such
meetings, but where the Class desire to have them?



THE EDITOR'SREPLY

We think it rather unwise for a brother claiming to be
amember of the Classto entirely ignore that Classin the
matter of holding meetings. For him to inaugurate meetings,
advertise them, hold them during the regular hours
of the meetings of the Class, etc., would seem to bein the
nature of ignoring the Class; and to hold meetings at the
same hour might be considered an opposition. However,
even though all this were done, it would not constitute a
cause of offense or of excommunication. The Class should
rejoice to know that the Gospel of the Kingdom is being
preached, even though it were preached in a strifeful and
contentious manner, as St. Paul suggests. (Phil. 1:15-18.)

A Class would have ho more right to think or speak evil of such
abrother and of his effort than to think or speak evil of
any Christian minister of any denomination and of his effort.

If, however, a brother were invited to give alittle talk
in aprivate or a semi-public manner to afew, not asa
regular Class, nor as an opposition meeting, nor at a conflicting
hour, there would seem to be no ground whatever for
reproof. On the contrary, we should all commend his love
and zeal and, thanking the Lord for the brother's privileges,
seek as good for ourselves.

We are to keep strictly in mind that the Lord has not
given any of us aright to supervise Hiswork nor to forbid
another to preach the Gospel. The disciples of old did this
on one occasion and Jesus rebuked them, saying, "Forbid him
not; for there is no man that shall do a miraclein My name,
that can lightly speak evil of Me." (Mark 9:38-40.) Again
He said, "Where two or three are gathered together in My
name, there am | in the midst of them." (Matt. 18:20.) He
did not say that the two or three must be authorized, commissioned,
or in any manner privileged of men. Hence, whatever
there is of co-operation in the Church should be merely
of love, of wisdom, of estimation of the Divine will and the
oneness of the Church.

We are surprised to learn that there are any in opposition
to the weekly testimony meetings which we have so strongly
urged. In our experience this class of meeting is one of
the most spiritually helpful. In many placesif it were necessary
to have but one meeting, the Classes undoubtedly would
hold on to the weekly testimony meeting as the best and
most helpful of all. We commend Wednesday night as being
amost suitable occasion for this kind of meeting. We have
already recommended that the weekly topic be the Manna
text of the preceding Thursday. Observing thisrule, the
Lord's people all over the world can study and think much
along the same lines and, looking for experiences in the same
direction, obtain corresponding blessings.

We recommend atrial of this method to all of the Classes
everywhere. They will have plenty to testify about if once
they acquire the habit of looking for the Lord's providences
in the affairs of life, noting experiences and lessons and comparing
them with the instructions of the Divine Word. Those



who are following this course are often surprised to note how
much more every day isworth to them than formerly.
With many, life is abusiness routine or adream. As
New Creatures we desire to have every day full of Christian
experiences and intelligent thought directed and moulded by
the Divine Word. This blessed condition is attained largely
by the method we have indicated. Our growth in grace depends
not so much on the number of chapters or verses which
we read, as upon the exercise of our minds, hearts and wills
in connection with what we already know and what we daily
learn of the will of God.
Itisnot for the Elders, but for the Class to determine
what meetings it wishes to hold. When the Class decides,
the Elders, of course, still have their privilege of resigning.
Indeed, it would certainly be advantageous, both for the
Elder and the Class, to have such Elders resign as desire to
rule the Lord's household, instead of desiring to serve it.
However, our experience teaches that frequently supposed
oppositions are merely misunderstandings. We advise a careful
study afresh of STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, Vol. VI.
Indeed, we remind the dear friends how leaky are all our
memories, and of the wisdom, therefore, of the course being
followed by a great many--the reading of the entire six volumes
of STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES every year--twelve pages
or more every day. Those who are following this course
report great blessing and give evidence of great clearnessin
the Truth.
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DEAREST BROTHER RUSSELL :--

Inclosed find report for the week. The work goes forward
gloriously and with greatly increasing momentum. The week
has been chock full of the hardest kind of work, and the blessing
and presence of the Lord never seemed half so bountiful.

But the necessity for rapid and continuous work can hardly
be exaggerated. It seemsto me, with some exceptions, one
day at most placesiswhat is required.

There are some things, however, that make us very sad.

It isto see some substituting petty whims of their own for

the Lord's precious Truth and "the spirit of a Sound Mind."

In some instances these are surmising evil, making efforts

to prop themselves up and appear wise. In some instances
their efforts to hold on to responsihbilities in the church for
which they are poorly suited lead them to not only discard
the help of some superior fellow-members of the Body, but to
speak evil of them.

That there is a separation now rapidly going onis plain
asday. Itissodistinct and extensive as to be alarming.
Surely it does behoove everyone of the consecrated to be on
guard as never before. The temptations to neglect bodily discipline
and indulge the human desires are so subtle and powerful
as to prove destructive before they are realized.

In much love to yourself and al the dear ones at Bethel



and everywhere, | am faithfully yoursin the Master's
Service, O.L.SULLIVAN.

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL :--

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and from
Jesus Christ our Lord be unto you!

We were delighted to see and hear you again both at
Glasgow and at London. | think the London Convention has
proven a great blessing to the Church in Nottingham. Two-thirds
of our number attended and we have had such an impetus
given to us that we are now able to have public meetings
at any time.

| am sure you will be delighted to know that at our meeting
last Monday it was agreed to take larger premises, and
although the expenses will be heavy, yet the friends have
decided to sacrifice more than ever, in order that a good
witness may be given in this place.

Dear Brother, it isagreat joy to me that at last such an
awakening is come, for ashort time ago | almost felt like
despairing of arousing interest. Y ou, however, under the
Lord's guidance, were permitted to do so, and it isa great
cause for thankfulness.

The suggestion that "What shall | render unto the Lord
for all His benefits toward me?' be said every morning has
been carried out by quite a number of the friends and it has
had a good effect, hence they are desirous of doing more.

Certainly we have not done as much as we might have
done in the past, but now we trust there will be a good witness
given.

Dear Brother, you are always remembered in every prayer
of oursthat our dear, loving Heavenly Father may grant
you more and more of His Spirit, so that you may continue
to give us "meat in due season"; and as for myself | feel
day by day that it is agreat and mighty privilege given me
to bear witness to the Truth.

Certainly | get moretired in thiswork than | did in my
scholastic work, but that is al the more to rejoice in, and
from my heart | praise God for the privilege!

Many, many thanks, dear Brother, for the "Poems of
Dawn" sent from the British Branch. The more we think
of your loving consideration for all of usthe more welove
you and desire to follow you, as you follow the Master.

Quite a number of times have | been told | have great
zedl, but it isfor aman and not for God. Thisis because
| have said, "Let us see what Brother Russell says upon
the matter."

We should be delighted, dear Brother, if you could give
us avisit in Nottingham again the next time you visit this
country.

Several have joined us since your last visit, and we praise
God for it; two are most earnest members.

And now, dear Brother, our prayer is that the peace of
God which passeth all human understanding may rest and
abide upon you. Love from us both.



Yoursin our dear Redeemer,
J. AND C. HODSON.--England.
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BEREAN QUESTIONS IN SCRIPTURE STUDIES
Series VI., Study XI.--The Passover of the New Creation.
NOVEMBER 3

(13) Explain the antitypical significance of the unleavened
bread and the bitter herbs. P. 463, par. 3.

(14) What did our Lord mean when he said, "This do
in remembrance of me"? And what is the significance of
the expression, "As oft asye drink it"? P. 464, par. 1.

(15) How does 1 Cor. 11:26 show that to all the Lord's
followers the annual Passover celebration must have a new
significance? And was the Memorial Supper enjoined upon
Christians as alaw? P. 465, par. 1.

"WE BEING MANY, ARE ONE LOAF."

(16) How does the Apostle Paul, in 1 Cor. 10:16,17,
show forth the secondary significance of "the bread which
we break," and "the cup of blessing," of which we partake?
P. 465, par. 3, and P. 467, par. 1, 2.

(17) How should we look to it that we do not lay more
stress upon the symbols than upon the reality? P. 466, par. 1.
(18) How do 1 John 3:14 and 16 emphasize our oneness

as the Body of Christ? P. 467, par. 3to P. 469.

NOVEMBER 10

(19) How does the selection of the Church during this
evil time prove our love and loyalty to the Lord and His
followers? P. 469, par. 1.

THE MEMORIAL STILL APPROPRIATE.

(20) What method was used by the Jews in reckoning the
date of the Passover? P. 469, par. 2 and P. 470, foot-note.
(21) Explain the false doctrine of the Mass, and show
how it practically took the place of the Lord's Supper.
P. 470to 472, top.
(22) How do "Disciples" celebrate the Lord's Supper,
and why istheir practise unscriptural? P. 472, top, and par. 1.

WHO MAY CELEBRATE.

(23) Who only are invited to celebrate the symbolical
feast of the Lord's Supper? P. 472, par. 2.

(24) What is the warning of the Apostle, as expressed
in1Cor. 11:27-29? P. 473, par. 2, 3.



NOVEMBER 17

(25) What should be the attitude of every true member
of the Church as respects partaking of this Memorial
Supper? P. 474, par. 1.

WHO MAY OFFICIATE.

(26) What false teachings have led to the popular impression
that only "an ordained minister" may administer
the bread and wine? and what is the Divine commission
in this respect? P. 474, par. 2.

(27) Nevertheless, in view of the necessity for order in
the Ecclesia, what procedure is advisable? P. 475, par. 1.

(28) What declaration of the Lord Jesus applies to this
Memorial celebration, as well asto all other gatherings of
His people? and what is our privilege in the event of our
inability to commemorate in company with other members
of "His Body"? P. 475, par. 2.

AN ORDER OF SERVICE.

(29) What order of service has been suggested as reasonable
and appropriate for celebrating the Memorial Supper?
P. 476 t0 478, par. 1.

(30) Give some helpful thoughts suggested by remembering
that we are al "members of the One Loaf.? P. 478, par. 2.

NOVEMBER 24

(31) How should we profit by Judas' experience? P.
478, par. 3.

EASTER--PASSOVER.

(32) What isthe origin of the word "Easter," and how
has it become applied to the Passover season? And to
what day, rather than a period, has the name "Easter" been
attached? and what should we consider the most appropriate
day for celebrating our Lord's Resurrection? P. 479, par. 1.
(33) What isthe larger view of the term "Easter," as
held by Catholics, and what superseded the celebration of
the Memorial Supper at its appropriate time? P. 480, par. 1.
(34) What was the change in method of counting the
date of our Lord's death, and when instituted? How does
this differ from the Jewish reckoning? P. 480, par. 2.
(35) What was the specia appropriateness of our Lord's
being crucified at the full of the moon? P. 481, par. 1, 2.
(36) Read statements from McClintock & Strong's Encyclopedia,
arecognized authority, which corroborate the foregoing
position? P. 481 to 484.
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