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         "THEM THAT ARE CONTENTIOUS"

"God will render to every man according to his deeds; to them
who by patient continuance in well-doing seek for glory
and honor, and immortality, eternal life; but
unto them that are contentious and do not obey
the truth, but obey unrighteousness,
indignation, and wrath."

THE Apostle's words foregoing are applicable in some
degree to everybody, but they are especially addressed
to and applicable to the Church.  In a general sense,
those who are seeking the higher and better things
along the lines of loving obedience to whatever they may
know of the Divine will, are receiving a blessing day by
day, even though their pathway be a narrow and difficult



one.  On the contrary, those who are of a contentious
disposition, fault-finding, irascible, the dissatisfied, are
continually making trouble for themselves as well as for
others, and are cultivating a disposition which neither
God nor anybody in harmony with God, could approve--
a disposition which will not be rewarded by eternal life,
but bring its possessor into more or less trouble continually,
and spell failure for him in the end.
   But our subject shines out most distinctly when we
apply it as the Apostle here does, to God's consecrated
people.  Some, a decided minority, we fear, are patiently,
perseveringly, seeking for God's best and grandest gift--
joint-heirship with the Redeemer in his Kingdom of
Glory, and participation in his glorious, divine nature.
There is only one way to seek for this great prize successfully,
and that is by patiently and perseveringly cultivating
and developing in ourselves the character-likeness
of our Redeemer. (Rom. 8:29.)  Various opportunities
for serving the Lord are set before us, and these are
blessed privileges, but we may rely upon it that the Divine
purpose and intention in permitting such services is
for our own development in Christian character.  The
command to all men is, to honor God supremely, and to
deal justly with our fellows, treating them as we would
be treated by them, loving them as ourselves; but the
special command to the New Creation is, to love one
another as our Elder Brother loved us--self-sacrificingly.
Whatever we are permitted to do one for the other is in
the nature of a test of our loyalty to God, of our justice
toward the world, or of our loving devotion to the
brethren.
   Following the example of our Lord, we are to lay
down our lives in the service of the brethren.  This command
is not so much for their need of our self-sacrifice as
for our need of it, as a development of our love and as a
test of our love.  As the Apostle says, "We ought also
to lay down our lives for the brethren."
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   There are plenty of opportunities for sacrificing self
in the interest of the Priesthood.  Not only are some of
the brethren in darkness, in ignorance and superstition,
and need our assistance out into the glorious light of
Present Truth, but, additionally, some of them have
weaknesses and blemishes, and need our consoling sympathy
and strengthening encouragements, or loving rebukes.
To the extent of our faithfulness in these matters,
we are self-sacrificers, pleasing and acceptable to our
heavenly Father and our Redeemer.
   The Apostle explained to Timothy, an Elder, that he
should in meekness reprove those who opposed themselves,
and not render evil for evil, nor railing for railing,
nor accusation for accusation, but contrariwise by
meekness and gentleness, patience and love, should show
the brethren the more excellent way, and should develop



ourselves in Christlikeness of character.  It is by such
"patient continuance in well doing," by such patient development
of Christlike character, that we may successfully
seek the glory, honor and immortality which God
has promised only to such.  For, as the Apostle points
out, God has predestinated that all who will be of the
elect Church, of the Bride class, must be copies of his Son
in character, in heart.--Rom. 8:29.
   Alas! that there seem to be so few well developed
along these lines of Christ's character-likeness.  Alas!
that so many seem to be cultivating the wrong spirit
which they know God will not approve--the contentious
spirit, the fault-finding disposition which, instead of
building one another up in the most holy faith, is destructive
of faith, destructive of peace, destructive of
every good quality.
   Alas! that amongst those who are in the Truth these
contentious persons are to be found in considerable numbers,
doing a destructive work, an injurious work, instead
of a helpful work.  Surely they must know that
they are injuring and blemishing their characters and
making themselves less and less fit for the Kingdom, or
for eternal life on any plane.  Surely they must know
that they are doing a destructive work in the Body of
Christ, which is the Church.  Surely they must know
that they are sowing seeds of discord, and planting roots
of bitterness, which are sure to bring forth an evil fruitage,
hurtful to many.  Surely they must know that God
has expressed a special reprobation for those who thus
do injury to the Church.--Matt. 18:6; Luke 17:2.
   What will be the reward to these?  Not glory, honor
and immortality, but indignation, wrath, tribulation, and
anguish, says the Apostle.  He does not say that this
means an eternity of wrath, and anguish, nor do we.  On
the contrary, knowing that the extreme penalty of opposition
to God is the "Second Death," we must suppose
that the tribulation and anguish will be more or less connected
with the present life--either by their participation
in the "Great Company," and passing through the
great time of trouble and there learning the lessons they
neglected to learn previously, or, soured in disposition,
robbed of the peace, and joy, and love, which they might
have possessed as spirit-begotten ones, these will die the
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"Second Death" as incorrigible, as having received the
grace of God and the instructions of his Word in vain.
Instead of developing character symbolized by the fruitful
vine, they are developing the characteristics of the
briar and the thorn, whose end is destruction.

                BE TRANSFORMED

   It would be of no avail for us to call attention to these
matters of Divine Writ, nor for the Apostle to have



penned these words of condemnation, if there were not a
possibility of change on the part of those who are well-doing
and well-seeking, and also on the part of those
who are evil-doing and contentious.  Such condemnations,
on the contrary, are intended to help us to establish
our characters in the right direction.  Whoever,
therefore, realizes while reading this article that he is
going in the wrong direction, cultivating a contentious
and fault-finding spirit, and a disposition to pull down the
faith and obedience, and spirit of love, in the Body of
Christ, will do well to immediately resolve by the grace
of God to take the opposite course.  And whoever is
seeking the glory, honor and immortality of the heavenly
calling along the right lines of patient perseverance in
well doing, should be encouraged, and made watchful,
that he might persevere in the right way, and become
more and more blessed, and more and more secure, and
entrenched, and fixed, in the character which God will
approve, and to which he will say, "Well done, good and
faithful servant; enter into the joys of thy Lord."
   To those who find themselves possessed of a cantankerous
disposition, fault-finding, and nagging, destructive instead
of constructive, quarrelsome instead of peaceable,
we urge reform in great haste.  We remind them that we
are nearing the end of the Church's condition of trial; that
we are already in the testing time, and that many are falling
because of not having developed proper characters.
We urge them to take the matter at once to the Lord in
prayer, and by his assisting grace to immediately begin
to reverse all these wrong currents of their lives.  They
should hearken diligently to the Apostle's words, and
"seek peace and ensue it," and so far as possible henceforth
"live peaceably with all men," and "let the peace
of God rule in their hearts," and be thankful for blessings
already received.  In such a condition of heart they will
have little disposition to find fault with the Lord or his
providences in connection with his people and his work.
They will "learn of him" instead of finding fault with
everybody and everything which the Lord does not order
to their pleasement.
   We urge all such to take note of the fact that the murmurers
and complainers in typical Israel were not permitted
to enter into Canaan's blessings. (1 Cor. 10:10.)
We remind them of the Apostle's words to the effect that
murmurings against the Divine arrangements are really
murmurings against the Lord himself.  Let us do with
our might what our hands find to do, without murmuring,
without complaining, without fault-finding. (Phil. 2:14.)
Let us leave to God the management of his work.
Let us humbly realize that if he would commit it all to
our care we would be unable to manage it and would be
obliged to take it back to him and to solicit his supervision
of his own work.
   If the thought comes to us that we could manage better
than the Lord; that we could guide the harvest work
better than he has arranged it, let us flee that thought



as a snare of the Adversary by which he would entrap us.
Instead of fault-finding and endeavoring to change the
Divine arrangements let us do our own parts as faithfully
as we know how, uncomplainingly, co-operating to
the extent that our conscience and talents will permit in
the work which the Lord is carrying on and directing.
Surely we do not know that if the Lord should give the
entire management of his harvest work into our hands
that we could do it better than he; surely, therefore, we
should humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God,
that he may exalt us in due time.
   Let us be assured that only those who do thus humble
themselves, and realize the wisdom and grace of God, and
fall in line therewith, will have any part in the Kingdom
work.  The heady, the high-minded, the self-conscious,
the contentious, the dissatisfied, shall have neither the
good of the present nor the honors of the future.

      YE SHALL RECEIVE THE SEVERER TRIAL

   The Apostle James admonishes the brethren respecting
the peculiar dangers which beset those ambitious to be
teachers, saying, "My brethren, be not many masters
(teachers), knowing that we (teachers) shall receive the
greater condemnation (judgment, or trial).  For in many
things we offend all"--we are all imperfect.--James 3:1.
   While all recognize the truth of the Apostle's words,
few seem to be in any great degree deterred by them.
As a consequence, we find many seeking the office of
teacher in the Church, and perceive also the truth of the
Apostle's words that as teachers they are subject to
severer trials, and that the majority of those who appear
to stumble and fall from the truth are of this class.
We write thus not to suggest that teachers are unnecessary
or contrary to the Divine arrangement, but to
suggest that whoever enters upon the work of teaching
should do so with a realization of the grave responsibility
which he assumes, and the temptations or trials which
beset his pathway toward the heavenly city.
   St. Paul wrote, "He that seeketh the office of a bishop
(of a shepherd, of an overseer) seeketh a good service,"
and so we should recognize that whoever out of a pure
heart seeks to serve the Lord's cause as an under-shepherd
of the sheep, and as a co-laborer with the Redeemer,
is engaging in a most noble service.  If he approach this
service from this standpoint of earnest desire to serve
the flock, an earnest desire to be in full accord with the
Great Shepherd, he should not be ashamed to rejoice that
he has to this extent the Spirit of the Lord.  But if he
find in himself, in either great or small measure, a spirit
of ambition, a spirit of pride, a spirit of boastfulness, the
desire to lord it over the brethren of the household of
faith, then let him fear.  With trembling heart either
let him resign the service, or at the throne of grace rid
himself, purge himself, of the evil ambitions of his heart,
and be filled with the Spirit of the Master.  That holy



Spirit is the spirit of meekness, gentleness, patience,
longsuffering, brotherly kindness, love; to desire simply
and only the glory of God and the blessing of his people--
the spirit that is ready to sacrifice self at any moment for
the peace of the Body of Christ, or the assistance of the
flock.
   Some wonder why the Apostle should thus write of
special dangers to those brethren who would attempt to
teach in the Church.  We answer that we accept his
words as those of inspiration, and that, additionally, observation
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shows us the truthfulness of them.  Moreover,
unconsciously the Lord's dear people who make no pretensions
themselves in the direction of teaching are often
responsible to a considerable degree for the deflection of
those whom they recognize as teachers, and whom unconsciously
they lead into temptation.  The besetments of
teachers are, (1) pride, and (2) arrogance.
   (1) Encouraged by the laudatory words of the brethren,
the tendency is for them to feel that they are somebodies,
and to attribute the success of their efforts to
natural ability, talent, etc., rather than to the wonderful
power and beauty of the Truth.  Ministers in general
seem to be liable to besetment along this line, because it
is indeed a very honorable position to stand before our
fellows as ambassadors for the King of Glory.  The general
tendency is to boast of denominational strength and
wisdom.  But amongst those who are in the light of
"Present Truth" the temptation to personal pride is perhaps
even greater.
   The antidote for this is a distinct remembrance of the
fact that the plan is not our own, but all of its lengths
and breadths and heights and depths are of God and for
all his people, and that we are highly honored in the delivering
of it in the most humble manner conceivable.
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   A proper allegiance to the Lord should lead us to hide
ourselves, that all the glory and honor might go to the
great Author of the Plan of Salvation, and to the great
Redeemer, whose sacrifice is its very center, and whose
love is the very circumference of our message.  With these
thoughts impressed upon our minds, the greater the service
permitted us, the greater should be our humility
and our realization of unworthiness to be the mouthpieces
of the great Lord of Glory.
   (2) Arrogance we mentioned as one of the besetments.
Alas! how inappropriate it is that any, because
of being honored of the Lord as his mouthpiece for his
message, should attempt to take the place of his Lord,
and to act arrogantly toward his brethren, or, as the
Apostle expresses it, to "Lord it over God's heritage."
(1 Pet. 5:3.)  The Scriptures set before us the very reverse



standard, namely, that those brethren permitted
to serve as teachers, so far from being lords of the
Church, are merely its servants.  While they are servants
of God, the Divine direction in the matter is to be
sought through the Church.  In a word, the Church's
election of elders, pastors, or teachers is the election
of those whom it esteems to be the Lord's choice for its
service--to serve it in holy things, to minister to it the
grace of God, to dispense for it the spiritual food of the
Divine Word.
   The Church has been responsible in a considerable
measure for the stumbling of those whom it has recognized
as Elder-brothers and teachers.  While they should
not think evil, surmise evil, surmise pride, or surmise
arrogance, they should be so wakeful to their own duties
and responsibilities toward these brethren that they
would not unduly flatter them, nor unduly encourage
them, nor stimulate them to manufacture new light.
   On the contrary, all who are spiritual should be helpful
to those elder-brothers; should compliment them on
their loyalty to the Lord, and to the old, old story, rather
than commend them for fanciful fictions, or encourage
them further along such lines.  The Gospel of Grace
has not changed; it is still the old, old story of Jesus
and his love, and of the Father's love; it still includes the
thought of our calling and election by faithfulness to the
terms laid down in the Scriptures.  The brethren should
be encouraged along these lines rather than along the
lines of manufacturing types by guess-work without any
authority of the Word of God.
   As for arrogance on the part of leaders, and a supercilious
lording it over the Church, we believe that the
Church itself has a great responsibility.  Beginners should
not be hastily pushed forward, as St. Paul points out,
and when any Elder-brother advanced in the Truth begins
to show signs of headiness, and of disregard for the
voice of the Church, and a disinclination to submit to it
all the questions pertaining to its affairs, the Church
should curb such arrogance promptly and thoroughly by
declining the further election of such brother, and by
insisting upon the rights of the Church.  The insistence
should not, however, be in the nature of wrangling or
contention, but in a kindly, brotherly, noble manner
the rights of the Church should be set forth, and the
vote of the Church on the subject should be asked.  If
the vote be contrary to the brother who sought to protect
the Church's rights, he should submit gracefully,
because by him also the voice of the Church is to be accepted
as decisive.
   We have great sympathy for the dear brethren who,
in the providence of God, occupy the positions of Elders
and teachers in the congregations of the Lord's people.
And hence, while calling attention to the severe temptations
to which they are exposed, and while urging the
Church to do its duty and to assist them to keep humble
and faithful, we also urge, in the language of the Apostle,



that those who are noble, humble, self-sacrificing,
cannot be too highly esteemed nor too loyally supported.
The Apostle's words are, "Remember them which have
the rule (supervision) over you; who have spoken unto
you the Word of God; whose faith follow, considering
them that have the rule (supervision) over you, and
the end of their conversation: Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
and today, and forever."  And again, "Obey
submit yourselves; for they watch for your souls as they
that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and
not with grief." (Heb. 13:7,17.)  And again, "Esteem
them very highly in love for their work's sake."--
1 Thess. 5:13.
   If the position of an Elder and teacher in the Church
of Christ is a very hazardous one, a very difficult one to
fill with acceptableness to God and to the brethren, and
a position very full of temptation, the Church should
sympathetically be very watchful not to increase the
temptation, not to foster it and a wrong fruitage.  On
the contrary, however, where a faithful servant is found,
all the loyal brethren should seek in every way to be
helpful and to co-operate with such.  Instead of being
fault-finding and inclined to criticize this, and that, and
the other word, and manner, and tone, and look, they
should be so full of love and sympathy, and so appreciative
of his loving zeal, devotion and humility, as to let
trivial and unimportant matters pass unmentioned, and
indeed unnoticed.  Realizing the responsibility of his
office they have some reason to doubt if they would be
able to fill his place with as good or as great ability and
humility.
   In the selection of Elders the consecrated should remember
that the responsibility rests upon them; and no
vote should be cast without studious consideration of the
Divine will, and prayer for Divine guidance.  In seeking
to determine the Lord's will in such a matter, we
should remember the characteristics of the teacher as
set forth in the Scriptures: (1) Of course, a teacher
should be apt to teach; he should have the natural faculty
or ability to make plain matters which he understands.
(2) Still more important is it that if he have
the ability to teach, he shall be clear in the Truth,
so the Truth and not error may be set forth with clearness.
(3) Humility and piety should be considered paramount
and primary qualifications for eldership.  However
able a teacher, however doctrinally clear, no one is
properly fitted for this position except he have humility
and piety, and unless his words and deeds have manifested
his love for the brethren.  For, as the Scriptures set
forth, these are qualities of great value in God's sight.
Now as ever it is true that great opportunities for doing
good means even greater opportunities for doing harm.
This is because, under present conditions, spiritual sickness
and contagions like earthly ailments spread and
"catch" much more readily than spiritual health.



              ====================
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    MOSES A MEDIATOR BEFORE AARON A PRIEST

THE record of the institution of the priesthood, the establishment
of the tabernacle service, etc., comes after
the account of Israel reaching Mt. Sinai--after the
account of the mountain quaking and smoking
and the terrible sights and sounds referred to by
St. Paul (in Hebrews 12:26-28), which, we understand,
prefigured the great time of trouble we are
expecting, in which society will be shaken and mankind be
prepared for the establishment of the Mediatorial Kingdom
of Christ under the New Covenant.  How shall we understand
this fact?  How can we harmonize it with the Scriptural
thought that our Lord became High Priest more than eighteen
centuries ago, when he offered up himself and later
as Priest presented his blood on our behalf at the heavenly
Mercy Seat; and that since then he has been gathering and
sacrificing the body of under-priests, and that he, as the
Head and they as the Body, will shortly be revealed as the
antitypical Moses, the Mediator of the New Covenant?
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   We must remind our readers afresh that the various
types of the Scriptures do not follow one another in sequential
order.  Moses assuredly was a type of Christ--Head and
Body. (Acts 3:22.)  Just as surely Aaron was a type of
Christ Jesus, and his sons types of the Church, the Body of
Christ, the Royal Priesthood.  King Solomon in some respects
was a type of Christ.  As the rich, the wise, the famous king,
his fame was world-wide.  Similarly Melchizedek was a type
of Christ, in him being blended the kingly and the priestly
offices.  These types could not all be worked out in one person
and at one time; hence we do not so find them.  When
thinking of Moses as a type of the Mediator between God and
men, we should consider him as St. Peter explains, as composed
of Head and members, and that God has been raising
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him up during this Gospel Age.  Our Lord, the Head, first
was raised to the plane of glory, honor and immortality.  Later
all of his faithful ones, sharers in his sacrifice, will be sharers
in his Divine nature and glory, and will be raised up with
him by a share in his resurrection (Phil. 3:10), "the first
resurrection," which includes only the blessed and holy.  These,
his members, shall live and reign with Christ a thousand years
and be unto him and unto the Father kings and priests for
the blessing of mankind.--Rev. 20:6.
   In considering Moses, the mediator of the Law Covenant,
as typical of The Christ, the Mediator of the New Covenant,
we should view him from this standpoint--as one Head and



many members, just as we would Melchizedek, who represents
our Lord, the Head, and the Church, his Body, the Royal
Priest of the future.  On the contrary, Aaron represents the
same great Priest from a different standpoint, because his
typical work related to Christ and the Church in the present
life only--as a sacrificing priesthood--up to the end of the
sacrificial work, the sprinkling of the blood of atonement in
the most holy on the Mercy Seat and the inauguration of
the new dispensation of glory and blessing.  His service, also,
in some degree, shows the Millennial work of cleansing humanity
from sin and that both the High Priest and the under-priests,
his members, will be associated in that work.
   Since the two types could not be expressed simultaneously
it was every way better that the mediator type and the institution
of the Law Covenant, typical of the New Covenant,
should precede all sacrificing; yea, precede the appointing and
setting apart of the priesthood, even though the active work
of the Mediator of the New Covenant cannot begin until the
close of this age, when the sacrificing of the "better sacrifices"
shall have been completed.  Coming first in the record
no one who rightly understands the types could misunderstand
this to teach that the antitypical Mediator must first come
forth and institute the New Covenant, before the antitypical
priesthood would come forward and make the sacrifices, the
sin-offerings which would make possible the institution of
that New Covenant.  We have been surprised that anyone
could be so blind as not to see that the sacrifice of Christ
is the very basis of his work as the Mediator of the New
Covenant.  Hence he could not be in any sense either a part
or all of the antitypical Moses, until after serving as the antitypical
Aaron.  The correctness of this thought is also borne
out by the fact that Aaron was older than Moses.
   It follows, then, that those who raised the objection that
the Church could not be members of the Body of the Mediator,
because the priesthood was not inaugurated until after Moses
had mediated and sealed the Law Covenant, put themselves
in a very foolish light and show the shallowness of their argument.
For if this be an argument against the Church being
members of the Mediator's Body, it would be an equally
strong argument against our Lord Jesus, the antitypical High
Priest, being the Head of that Mediator.
   The harmony between the two types is shown in the fact
that in the end of the Atonement Day, after Aaron had offered
the sacrifice of "the bullock for (instead of) himself" as the
sin-offering for his body and his house, the household of
faith, and after he had subsequently offered "the Lord's goat"
and applied its blood on behalf of all the people, then, as the
antitypical Priest, Head and Body, completely clothed in the
garments illustrative of his authority and power, he was accompanied
by Moses, the mediator, to the altar.
   Thus we read:
   "Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of the congregation,
and came out, and blessed the people: and the glory
of Jehovah appeared unto all the people."--Lev. 9:23.

              ====================
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           "TO MAKE AN END OF SINS"

A BROTHER inquires how he shall answer those who
claim that Daniel 9:24 teaches that our Lord Jesus
made an end of sin at his First Advent and that
therefore the Church could not share with him
in his antitypical or "better sacrifices" for sins.
   The passage refers to the 70 weeks of Israel's favor, the
69th of which reached to our Lord's baptism at Jordan, and
the 70th, beginning there, reached to 3-1/2 years beyond the
cross--our Lord's death marking the middle of that 70th
week (v. 27), and the acceptance of Cornelius by the holy
Spirit marking its end.  A number of things were to be
accomplished before the termination of those 70 symbolical
weeks--490 years.  We therefore should inquire: In what
sense were all of these fulfilled?  In what sense were transgressions
finished at that time?  Were there no more after
the close of the 70th week?  Are there none now?  "Everlasting
righteousness" was to be brought in.  Does "everlasting
righteousness" prevail throughout the whole earth, or
has it at any time prevailed either during or since the 70
weeks of Israel's favor?  The same query would be applicable
to the making "an end of sins."  Have sins come to an
end?  Are there no more sins?  And in what sense did sins
come to an end at any time during the 70 weeks?  "Reconciliation
for iniquity" was to be made.  Are we sure that all
iniquities were reconciled for at that time?  What proof have
we to that effect, since the Scriptures do not so say?
These questions suggest their own answers.
   We still hold that the sense of this prophecy is that before
those 70 symbolical weeks--490 years--would end, long-looked
for important events would begin to have their fulfilment
--not to the world, nor yet to nominal Israel, but to
"thy people."  For "Israelites indeed" these blessings were
provided and foretold--others to be blessed in due time.
Those loyal to the Lord like Daniel were specially "thy people"
--the most holy of verse 24.  "Israelites indeed" who accepted
God's mercy were the "most holy," who were anointed
by the holy Spirit at Pentecost.  To them and all of their
class since, the incidents of that time sealed or made positive
the prophetic utterances of the past, and confirmed the
visions of coming glory declared by the prophets.  In Christ
and his redemptive work believers realized the beginning of
God's blessing for humanity.
   To this class applied the "reconciliation for iniquity"
which our Lord Jesus made at the heavenly Mercy Seat, when
"he ascended up on high, there to appear in the presence of
God for us."  The iniquities of the Church were thus cancelled.
The reconciliation of believers was thus effected.  But
the reconciliation went no further than believers; unbelievers
are still unreconciled.  The great Redeemer did not appear
as their Advocate or make reconciliation for their iniquities.
We are glad, however, that he will begin a reconciling work



for them at a later time, as shown by other Scriptures.  To
those whose iniquities were thus reconciled for by our Redeemer's
sacrifice there was an end of their sins--they were
no longer under condemnation.  The offense was by one
man unto condemnation, but a free gift of God through Jesus
effects for "Israelites indeed" the forgiveness of many transgressions.
(Rom. 5:12-19.)  Moreover, transgression was finished
so far as these were concerned; because since then it
is possible for these to abide in Divine favor to keep the
Law blamelessly--as the Apostle declares, "The righteousness
of the Law is fulfilled in us, who are walking not after
the flesh, but after the spirit." (Rom. 8:4; Gal. 5:14.)  The
work of redemption and reconciliation effected opened to
every Jew an opportunity for release from bondage to the
Law by becoming dead with Christ; and likewise the close
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of that 70th week opened the secondary door of Divine favor
to the Gentiles.
   We see nothing whatever in this Scripture to contradict
the plain statement of other Scriptures, to the effect that our
Lord's great work of reconciliation is divided into two parts
--the first for the Church and the second for the world.  As
we read, "He is a propitiation (satisfaction) for our sins
[the Church's sins] and not for ours only, but also [additionally
and subsequently] for the sins of the whole world."
Full satisfaction was in our Lord's sacrifice.  It merely waits
to be offered.  It is nearly nineteen centuries since the first
application for the Church.  This use of the Lord's merit will
soon be accomplished--and that merit (passed through the
Church) will again be in the hands of the great High Priest
to be used on behalf of the sins of the whole world.

              ====================
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   THE ANTITYPE BEGINS WHERE THE TYPE ENDS

DID not the Law Covenant end at the time of our
Lord's death?  And if it was a type or a foreshadowing
of the New Covenant, would not that
be the time for the New Covenant to begin?  If
the New Covenant will not be ratified until the last member
of the Church of Christ has suffered with the Head,
would not that imply a considerable interim between the
fulfilment of the type and the coming of the antitype?  And
has it not been THE WATCH TOWER'S teaching that where the
type ceases the antitype surely begins?
   As we have already pointed out on previous occasions
many make the mistake of supposing that the Law Covenant
ended at the cross.  On the contrary, the terms of that Covenant
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are binding upon every Jew from the day in which the
Covenant was made to the present time--as St. Paul says,
"The Law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth."
(Rom. 7:1.)  Every Jew to-day is under a death condemnation,
by virtue of that Law which he is under, yet cannot
keep.  There are only two possible ways of his getting free
from that bondage:
   (1) With the end of this age the great High Priest will
antitypically offer the blood of "the Lord's goat" "for the
sins of all the people"; and this will include the sins of Israel.
And then the blessed opportunities of the New Covenant will
be opened to them, as God promised. (Jer. 31:31; Rom. 11:27-31.)
Then their eyes will be opened and they will
see out of their obscurity and gladly accept the Mediator of
the New Covenant and begin at once to share that Covenant's
blessings.
   (2) For any Jew to get free from the Law Covenant
before the inauguration of the New Covenant in the times of
restitution, he must die to the Law.  As St. Paul declares,
"The Law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth."
"Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the
Law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to
another, even to him who is raised from the dead." (Rom. 7:1,4.)
This is in full accord with the Apostle's statement,
"Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness to every one
that believeth"--to the extent of becoming a follower of
Christ and consecrating his restitution rights in death, a living
sacrifice, following the example of his Redeemer. (Rom. 10:4.)
The present being the time appointed of the Father
as the "acceptable year of the Lord" (Isa. 61:2), the "acceptable
time" when God is willing to receive sacrifices (first
the sacrifice of Jesus, and, subsequently, the sacrificing of
those justified by his blood, his followers, who present their
bodies (Rom. 12:1), the Jews have as good an opportunity
of thus entering into joint-heirship with Christ, the Spiritual
Seed of Abraham, as have the Gentiles.  And they have no
better opportunity, because there is no other name and no
other manner now open to any to obtain a share in the
"high calling" to the divine nature, glory and honor.
   St. Paul, in writing to the Galatians, warning them against
coming under the domination of the Law, does not at all
intimate that the Law Covenant had passed away or become
dead.  On the contrary, he testified that if any would be
circumcised they would become "a debtor to do the whole
law." (Gal. 5:3.)  In the Epistle of Hebrews St. Paul mentions
the fact that the New Covenant was promised and that
the very intimation of the word new signified that the Law
Covenant had become old, and hence was "ready to vanish
away" and lose its force entirely.  But he did not say that
it had passed away.  His plain teaching was that those who
by faith accepted the Lord Jesus and became dead with him
by baptism into his death were thus made "free from the
Law" and were thereafter "not under the Law [Covenant]
but under the Grace [Covenant--the Abrahamic Covenant.]"--
Gal. 5:18.
   One Scripture more requires to be mentioned on this



line: "Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was
contrary to us (Hebrews), and took it out of the way, nailing
it to his cross." (Col. 2:14.)  This signifies, not that
the Law Covenant was abrogated or done away, but that, so
far as the Jews who had accepted Christ were concerned, the
demands of all of the Law's ordinances were fully met for
them by the Lord Jesus when he was nailed to the cross.
   Another evidence that the Law Covenant did not cease
when Jesus died, and has not yet ceased, is furnished us in
the type of Hagar and her son Ishmael.  The Apostle tells
us that Hagar allegorically represented the Law Covenant
and that Ishmael symbolically represented fleshly Israel, the
children of that Covenant.  He cites the fact that when the
heir, Isaac, was born, the son of the Sarah Covenant, God
said to Abraham, "Cast out the bondwoman and her son,
for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the
son of the free woman." (Gal. 4:30.)  This signifies that
the Law Covenant and its Jewish children were to be outcast
from Divine favor for a time.  If Hagar had died at that
time, the teaching of the type would have been that the Law
Covenant ceased then to exist.  But Hagar continued to live,
and so the Law Covenant was continued, and still has power
over every Jew as long as he liveth.  If we trace the type further
we find that subsequently Hagar returned and was subject
to her mistress, and Ishmael, who represented the Israelites,
received later a blessing from Abraham, who represented
God.
   So then, the Law Covenant did not pass away when our
Lord Jesus died, nor when he arose from the dead the antitype
of Isaac.  Consequently the antitypical New Covenant
was not ushered in at that time.  Nevertheless, as we have
heretofore pointed out, when our Lord presented himself in
baptism, saying, "Lo, I come to do thy will, O God" (Heb. 10:7),
he set aside the first (the typical) sacrifice that he
might establish the second (the antitypical) sacrifice.  The
three and a half years of his own sacrificial ministry were
typified in the killing of the bullock of the day of atonement.
Immediately on his ascension, applying his blood on
our behalf for our reconciliation to the Father that we might
become his joint-sacrificers, he at once began the secondary
part of the Day of Atonement sacrifices--the killing of "the
Lord's goat" taken "from the people" and whose blood would
subsequently be applied "for all the people."
   This sacrificing of the Church, in one sense, was done
by the great High Priest on the Day of Pentecost.  But it
has been a progressive work, and all of the sacrifice is not
yet accomplished, and will not be until the last member of
the Body shall have gone into sacrificial death, in the Redeemer's
footsteps.  Thus we see that the setting aside of
the type and the establishing of the antitype required a long
period.  And this Atonement Day matter, while all-important,
was by no means the only typical feature of the Law Covenant.
Did it not foreshadow the coming out of the High
Priest in garments of glory and beauty to bless the people?
And is not this feature of the Law still unfulfilled?  And can
it pass away before this fulfilment?  We hold that it cannot,



and that the instant of its passing away will be the instant
in which the New Covenant will come into force with the
same people--Israel.

              ====================
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      A TEMPEST-TOSSED PRISONER OF HOPE

       --ACTS 27:1-26.--OCTOBER 31.--

Golden Text:--"Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust
also in him, and he shall bring it to pass."--Psa. 37:5.

FESTUS, governor of Judea, sent St. Paul and other
prisoners to Rome, the former with no derogatory
charges against him.  There was no direct intercourse
between Rome and the little port of Caesarea; hence
for a distance of six hundred miles the journey was made by
a small trading vessel.  This journey lasted from about the
middle of August to September 1st--good speed for a sailing
vessel in those days, but the weather was fine.  At Myra, St.
Paul and two of the brethren who accompanied him (Luke
and Aristarchus) and the guard and the other prisoners were
transferred to an Egyptian vessel laden with a cargo of wheat,
enroute for Rome and bearing a considerable number of
passengers besides the crew--in all two hundred and seventy-six
persons.  The pleasant weather continued for several days
and then it became stormy.  The vessel abandoned her intended
route to get into the lea of the Island of Crete and
tarried at the port of Fair Havens for better weather.  Thus
they were delayed until about October 1st, the Jewish New
Year's Day and a fast day and the time for equinoctial storms.
   St. Paul drew attention to the dangers of continuing the
journey and advised that they winter there, but those in
authority concluded that they would go to Phenice, a larger
port.  But before they had gone far a northeast wind (typhonic)
struck the vessel suddenly and they were obliged to
go with the wind to the southward and came under the shelter
of the little Island Cauda.  Here they undergirded the ship
by placing chains and ropes under her keel, because the weight
of the cargo of wheat and the severity of the storm had
strained her.  They lowered the gearing of the sails and
continued to drive before the wind, guarding against sand
banks.  The ship labored heavily in the storm; part of her
cargo was thrown overboard; later on she was further lightened
by casting overboard her heavier furniture, tackle, etc.
The storm continued for several days.  Neither sun nor stars
were visible, and the captain could not tell his whereabouts,
for the compass had not yet been invented.  Hence all aboard
were gradually abandoning hope.  They had ceased to eat
and were almost in despair.
   Then came the opportunity for St. Paul's message of
cheer.  He reminded them that they should have followed
his advice and stayed at Fair Havens and not have sustained



the loss and injury.  But he bade them be of good cheer, for
their lives would all be preserved, though the ship be destroyed.
In explanation of his confidence he related that the
angel of God whom he served stood by him in the night saying,
"Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar;
and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.
Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer; for I believe God, that it
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shall be even as it was told me.  Howbeit we must be cast
upon a desert island."

           CALM IN A TIME OF STORM

   The true Christian in proper relationship with the Lord
has at all times "the peace of God, which passeth all understanding,"
ruling in his heart.  It was St. Paul who sang
praises to God in the prison at Philippi, who was composed
and ready to speak to the people after being mobbed at Jerusalem,
who was also the composed one in the tempest on the
Mediterranean Sea.  While St. Paul was indeed a stalwart
follower of Jesus, with whom few, if any, could stand comparison,
nevertheless the same principle holds with respect to
every sincere child of God.  If their triumphs of faith are
less heroic than those of the Apostle, so also their trials are
proportionately less severe.  The Christian has much advantage
every way.  He has the promise of God, not only as
respects the life that now is, but also re the life to come.

"JESUS SAVIOR PILOT ME OVER LIFE'S TEMPESTUOUS
                     SEA"

   "The voyage of life" frequently resembles the one of this
study.  It may start out with summer suns and every prospect
favorable, but, ere long, the trials and difficulties of life sweep
down as a storm--financial or social or moral tests come
upon the individual to drive him from his intended course.
His purposes thwarted, his heart overwhelmed with dismay
and almost in despair he finds himself the more ready to hear
the message from on high, speaking peace and telling him
of a fair haven at last.  Nevertheless it can be reached only
through the wrecking of the earthen vessel, and Divine providence
alone can effect the ultimate salvation.  Happy are
those who shall ultimately be saved even "through great tribulation,"
as the companions of God's "peculiar people," represented
by St. Paul. (Rev. 7:14.)  But still more happy,
more blessed will be the 144,000 who now have in the stormy
times the fellowship of God and through sore tribulation shall
enter the Millennial Kingdom as Joint-Heirs of the Lord.
It will be through their instrumentality under God that their
companions in the storm of life may ultimately be saved.--
Rom. 11:31.
   Ah, yes, we do well to heed the exhortation of our Golden
Text, "Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him;
and he shall bring it to pass."  He shall bring to pass blessings



and peace, even in the midst of the storms of life, and he
shall bring to pass eventually for these glory, honor and immortality
through Christ.
   May we not adapt Longfellow's majestic words:

     Thou, too, sail on, O Ship the Great!
     Sail on, O Church, be strong and wait!
     Humanity with all its fears,
     With all the hopes of future years,
     Is hanging breathless on thy fate!
     We know what Master laid thy keel,
     What Workman wrought thy ribs of steel,
     Who made each mast, and sail, and rope,
     What anvils rang, what hammers beat,
     In what a forge and what a heat,
     Were shaped the anchors of thy hope!

     Fear not each sudden sound and shock;
     'Tis of the wave and not the rock;
     'Tis but the flapping of the sail,
     And not a rent made by the gale.
     In spite of rock and tempest roar,
     In spite of false lights on the shore,
     Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea!
     Our hearts, our hopes, are all with thee,
     Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears,
     Our faith triumphant o'er our fears,
     Are all with thee--are all with thee!

              ====================
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            "FOR GOD WAS WITH HIM"

     --ACTS 27:27; 28:10.--NOVEMBER 7.--

Golden Text:--"The Lord redeemeth the soul of his
servants; and none of them that trust in him shall
         be desolate."--Psa. 34:22.

OUR studies show us St. Paul from various standpoints
--a bigoted persecutor; a humble penitent
crying, "Lord, what wouldst thou have me to
do?" a courageous witness to the Truth amongst
his own people; a self-sacrificing missionary in foreign
lands; we have noted his conduct in the presence of
mobs and in the presence of kings and nobles; and his
courage in the presence of danger while on his voyage
as a prisoner to Rome.  To-day we view him as a man
amongst men in contact with the duties of life and in the
midst of a great disaster--a shipwreck.  His deportment
from the time he became a follower of Jesus was noble,
humble, reverential, faithful, devout, saintly: worthy of emulation
by all the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The
transformation wrought in St. Paul is possible in all who



have the hearing ear and who receive the Gospel message
into good and honest hearts.  Such a transformation is of itself
a witness to the power of God--to the reality of the religion
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of the Bible.  What a changed world we should be in,
if all mankind underwent such transformation!  But all are
not in condition of heart to be thus influenced, thus "drawn"
by the Gospel.  Some will need the strong arm of Messiah,
will need the authority and force of the Millennial Kingdom
to bring them to subjection and to show them the advantages
of right over wrong.  Thank God that we may pray with
faith, "Thy Kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is
done in heaven."

             SHIPWRECKED ON MALTA

   Fourteen days and nights scudding before a terrific storm
brought St. Paul and the ship's company of two hundred
and seventy-six souls to where the trained ears of the seamen
in the night caught the sounds of the surf, they knew
not where.  Four anchors were cast out of the stern of the
vessel and they waited for morning.  St. Paul, the Jew Prisoner,
by this time had risen in the estimation of all on board
the ship--"For God was with him."  Throughout the storm
all had lost courage and hope but him, and his was due to
his submission to God's will and partly to the fact that in
a vision the Lord showed him that he should yet preach the
Gospel at Rome and that, for his sake, Divine Providence
would care for every life on board the ship.  A heart at peace
with God and instructed through his Word is prepared for
what may come, of joy or sorrow.  The Apostle exhorted his
dejected companions to be of good cheer.  He reminded them
of his vision and assured them of his absolute faith therein.
He urged them to take food that they might be strengthened
for the strenuous exertions of the coming day.  His cheerfulness
and example were contagious.  As the light of the
Lord was his peace and joy, so he in turn was the light of
that ship and its comfort.  He illustrated what he taught--that
God's people should do good unto all men as they have opportunity,
especially to the household of faith.  He exemplified
his own words of II Corinthians 1:4--"God comforteth us in
all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which
are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are
comforted of God."
   With the morning light they discerned the shore and a
little bay which now is known as St. Paul's Bay in the Island
of Malta, then called Melita.  The pilot cut loose from his
anchors, hoisted sail and sought to beach the boat; but, before
reaching shore, grounded on a mud bank; the forepart
holding fast, the rear began to go to pieces with the force of
the waves, as it was a meeting place for two sea currents.
The life boat had been cut adrift in the night, because the
seamen had attempted to desert the ship.  St. Paul advised
this course, realizing the need of the seamen to bring



the boat to land.  His confidence in God's promise did not
lead him to be slack as respects the proper use of earthly
means.  There is a lesson here for God's people.  While
praying and trusting, let us not slack our hands.
   Seeing that only by swimming or floating on wreckage
could the shore be reached, the soldiers proposed to kill the
prisoners because under Roman law they were answerable
for their security with their own lives.  But the centurion
had learned to esteem the Apostle, and for his sake spared
all the prisoners, doubtless remembering the vision which
had inspired them all with the hope and courage which
brought them thus far towards safety.  It turned out as St.
Paul had foretold, that every human life was spared and
the ship alone was lost with her cargo.
   On the shore we get a new picture of the Apostle.  He
stood not on any dignity or assumed superiority to be served,
but promptly assisted in serving the interests of the entire
company.  We find him gathering sticks for a fire, at which
the company might be warmed and dried.  The barbarians
of the Island (so called because they did not speak Greek
but Phoenician) showed them various kindnesses.  But when
they saw a viper, warmed to life by the heat of the fire,
fasten itself upon the Apostle's hand, they reasoned that this
prisoner was doubtless a murderer who, having escaped the
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perils of shipwreck, Justice still pursued, and had caused him
to be bitten that he might die.  They supposed that the arm
would swell with the poison from the viper and that soon
St. Paul would be writhing in agony and die in torture.  But
when he shook off the serpent and suffered no injury, they
esteemed that he must be a God.
   A fresh opportunity here offered for the honoring of the
Gospel message, for St. Paul found that the father of the
governor was sick and he miraculously healed him and other
sick people of the island.  Thus was the knowledge of Christ
and his minister to a considerable extent shed abroad, although
so far as we have any information the Apostle did not
attempt to preach the Gospel message, either to his companions
on shipboard, or to the people of the island.  Evidently
he did not consider them to be "good ground" in
which to sow the seed of the Kingdom--evidently he did not
consider them to be of those whom the Lord our God has
called to be of the Bride class now being "called" and tested.
Their experiences, doubtless, will prove profitable to them "in
due time," when the glorified Christ shall draw all men unto
himself--"And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw
all men unto me" (John 12:32), granting them blessed opportunities
for knowledge and blessing and restitution.--
Acts 3:19-21.

              ====================
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          ST. PAUL PRISONER AT ROME

       --ACTS 28:11-31.--NOVEMBER 14.--

Golden Text:--"I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ;
for it is the power of God unto salvation, to every one that
          believeth."--Rom. 1:16.

EARLY in the spring A.D. 60 Centurion Julius and his
soldiers of the Augustan Band started from Malta
with St. Paul and the other prisoners for
Rome in another ship, Luke and Aristarchus
accompanying.  The sea journey was effected without special
incident, the landing being made in the Bay of Naples at
Puteoli, the seaport of Rome, which is one hundred and
fifty miles inland.  Here they tarried seven days, the Centurion
awaiting orders from Rome respecting the disposal
of his prisoners.  The delay afforded St. Paul an opportunity
to meet with a little band of Christians residing at Puteoli.
Doubtless he took the opportunity also to send word to
the Christians residing at Rome, whom he repeatedly declared
that he longed to meet and whom the Lord promised
that he should meet.  The journey to Rome, one hundred
and eighty miles, was made on foot.  En route the Apostle
was frequently cheered by evidences of the Christian love of
the brethren.  Some of these met him at Appii Forum, forty-three
miles distant from Rome, and another delegation met
him at Three Taverns, thirty miles from the great city.
   Many great generals had come this same way with their
troops to the imperial city, to receive honors and applause,
but few preachers ever had so great honors as were accorded
to St. Paul.  The journey to and from was for one delegation
sixty miles and for the other eighty miles, and the
record shows us that the Apostle was by these made
acquainted with the true spirit of brotherhood amongst the
Christians at Rome.  The brethren doubtless came on the
journey for their own refreshment and joy, not realizing,
perhaps, that the Apostle needed this evidence of their love.
Commenting along these lines a gifted writer says, "We often
forget that great men are often very lonely and, while we
hesitate to say kind words to them, yet words of recognition
for what they have done are refreshing to those who
receive more criticism than praise.  A few days ago an editor
showed me a letter he had just received from one who
had held nearly the highest position in the gift of the American
people, thanking him for his kindly words in a late editorial.
My friend said that at first he was astonished that
so great a man should care for anything he could say; but
on further thought he understood the value of generous appreciation
even to the greatest."
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           "IN HIS OWN HIRED HOUSE"

   The fact that there were no charges of an evil character



against St. Paul and the further fact that the Centurion who
had him in charge during the voyage became his friend were
quite sufficient reasons why he should not be treated as an
ordinary prisoner, but allowed to live in his own hired house
under the care of a soldier to whom he was lightly chained.
However, although not permitted to go at liberty, he was
permitted to receive his friends and others who called upon
him.  It is difficult to estimate how much Divine Providence
had to do with all these arrangements.  Moreover, the soldier
on guard was changed every few hours, so that probably he
came in close contact with at least six every day, and thus
gradually he probably had contact with the entire imperial
guard.  Thus many were brought in contact with Christian
teachings and example.  It is claimed that it was through
these soldiers that the Gospel message was carried to France,
Germany and Great Britain.  Truly, "God works in a mysterious
way, his wonders to perform!"  St. Paul must have
had some financial means.  It is assumed that ere this he
had come into his patrimony.  The Scriptures intimate that
Felix held him captive at Caesarea in hope of receiving a
bribe for his release, evidently having some intimation respecting
St. Paul's finances.
   The Lord's servant was not slow in using his God-granted
privileges.  He knew not when they might be taken
away.  First of all, of course, he met the Christian brethren;
but, as early as the third day after his arrival, he sent for
the Jewish leaders and officers of the synagogues, for at this
time there were seven synagogues at Rome.  He desired to
give them information at first-hand respecting why he was
there and a prisoner.  Secondly, he wished to preach to them
the Gospel.  He explained that although a prisoner at the
instance of the Jews at Palestine, he was not disloyal to
his nation or its customs.  He had been pronounced innocent
at the Roman Court, but had been compelled to appeal to
Caesar for his safety; but that even then he was making no
accusation against his countrymen.  He proposed that gladly
he would explain to them the good news, that the long-expected
Messiah, in whom the Jewish expectations of his
nation rested, had come.  The response was that they had
received no letters or other communication injurious to the
Apostle, and expressed a desire to hear for themselves what
St. Paul had to say, because they had heard of this sect and
knew that it was spoken against as evil.  If he could say
anything favorable to it they would hear it.
   As our Lord foretold, the darkness which now predominates
in the world hates the light and everywhere speaks
against it.  Vile slanders are still the weapons of the Adversary
which the Christian must not handle, because to do so
is contrary to the spirit by which he has been regenerated.
Even where a truth discreditable to another must be told
for any reason it must be spoken in love and, so far as
possible, nothing derogatory or injurious must be said.  "Speak
evil of no man."  It is, however, necessary at times to show
up the error, the falsity of doctrines presented in the name
of Truth; but in so doing, appeals should not be made to
bigotry or superstition, but to reason and to the Word of God.



       TESTIMONY IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD

   On the appointed day the Jews came to hear the Apostle's
message and, from morning until evening, he quoted, explained
and expounded, showing from the Law and the prophecies
that Jesus is the Messiah and that he is now gathering
a Spiritual Seed to be his Kingdom, and that when this
Kingdom is complete, it will be glorified in the First Resurrection,
and will begin the work allotted to the Seed of
Abraham, namely, that of blessing all the families of the
earth.  The blessing will consist of mental enlightenment
and mental, moral and physical uplifting out of sin and death
conditions to all that was lost in Adam and redeemed at
Calvary.  When some of them refused the message, St. Paul
sought to further influence them, or at least to influence the
believing ones, by quoting from the Prophet Isaiah, showing
that God foreknew and foretold that the majority of
Jews would reject the message when it should come to them.
As our Lord said of them, "Hearing ye shall hear, and shall
not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive."
(Matt. 13:14.)  The Apostle does not mean that
those who are deaf to the Gospel will be eternally tormented,
but still they lose a great blessing, the wonderful privilege
of becoming heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ
the Redeemer in his Millennial Kingdom.  They lose a share
with the saints in the glorious work of uplift, which will
then be in progress.  They lose this privilege because not
worthy of it.  They were blind to the Truth for this cause.
To have permitted the unworthy ones to see, hear and understand
the message would have distressed them and added to
their responsibilities and possibly hindered, to some extent,
the outworking of the Divine purposes.
   Some believed St. Paul's message and some did not.  It
is always thus.  The Truth is a searcher and discerner of
hearts, and a separator.  St. Paul remained for two years
under these conditions, preaching the Kingdom of God and
how it may be attained at the present time by becoming
members of the elect "little flock," the Bride of Christ; how
the Kingdom when established during the Millennium will
bless the whole earth.  He explained how all these things
were dependent upon the Lord Jesus Christ and his sacrifice;
that without the redemption which is in Christ Jesus there
could be no remission of sins, no everlasting life, no Kingdom
class on the spirit plane, but only everlasting destruction.
--Acts 3:23.

                  ----------
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   THE SERVANT'S PATH IN A DAY OF REJECTION

     Servant of Christ, stand fast amid the scorn
          Of men who little know or love thy Lord;
     Turn not aside from toil: cease not to warn,



          Comfort and teach, trust Him for thy reward;
     A few more moments' suffering, and then
          Cometh sweet rest from all thy heart's deep pain.

     For grace pray much, for much thou needest grace
          If men thy work deride--what can they more?
     Christ's weary foot thy path on earth doth trace;
          If thorns wound thee, they pierced Him before;
     Press on, look up, tho clouds may gather round,
          Thy place of service He makes hallowed ground.

     Have friends forsaken thee, and cast thy name
          Out as a worthless thing?  Take courage then:
     Go tell thy Master; for they did the same
          To Him, who once in patience toiled for them;
     Yet He was perfect in all service here;
          Tho oft thou hast failed: this maketh Him more dear.

     Self-vindication shun; if in the right
          What gainest thou by taking from God's hand
     Thy cause?  If wrong, what dost thou but invite
          Satan himself thy friend in need to stand?
     Leave all with God; if right, He'll prove thee so;
          If not, He'll pardon; therefore to him go.

     Be not men's servant: think what costly price
          Was paid that thou mayest His own bondsman be,
     Whose service perfect freedom is.  Let this
          Hold fast thy heart.  His claim is great to thee.
     None should thy soul enthrall to whom 'tis given
          To serve on earth, with liberty of heaven.

     All His are thine to serve: Christ's brethren here
          Are needing aid, in them thou servest Him.
     The least of all is still His member dear,
          The weakest cost His life-blood to redeem.
     Yield to no "party" what He rightly claims,
          Who on his heart bears all His people's names.
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     Be wise, be watchful, wily men surround
          Thy path.  Be careful, for they seek with care
     To trip thee up; see that no plea be found
          In thee thy Master to reproach.  The snare
     They set for thee will then themselves enclose
          And God his righteous judgment thus disclose.

     Cleave to the poor, Christ's image in them is;
          Count it great honor if they love thee well;
     Nought can repay thee after losing this,
          Tho with the wise and wealthy thou shouldst dwell.
     Thy Master oftentimes would pass thy door
          To hold communion with his much-loved poor.

     The time is short, seek little here below:



          Earth's goods would cumber thee and drag thee down.
     Let daily food suffice; care not to know
          Thought for to-morrow: it may never come.
     Thou canst not perish, for thy Lord is nigh,
          And His own care will all thy need supply.

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:--
   I have had this poem for a long time and always intended
to send it to you.  I do not know the author and
think he probably never knew you; but it seems to apply as
if it had been written to you.
   Yours in the One Hope,                   S. L. G. C.

              ====================
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           SOME INTERESTING LETTERS

MY DEAR PASTOR AND OTHER MEMBERS OF CHRIST'S BODY:--
   God has certainly been good to me, and I cannot express
the joy that has so recently come through the light
of "Present Truth."  And am so thankful, too, that it
came at the time it did.  For several years my life and
my husband's life--and since our marriage our united
lives--have been consecrated so far as we had light, and
there was a great peace and comfort in our daily service
for him.  We were members of the M.E. Church
from childhood, and, as "touching the righteousness which
is in the law (Methodist law), blameless."
   For some years I served as class leader, Epworth
League President, Junior League Superintendent, Superintendent
Primary Department in Sunday School and
afterward as a Nurse Deaconess and Evangelistic Deaconess
under the Woman's Home Missionary Society.  Six
years ago I married Mr. Brown, General Secretary of the
Young Men's Christian Association at Decatur, Ills.  We
were led, through the study of the Bible, to see that
eternal torment, as taught by our church, was false, also
to expect the establishment of Christ's Kingdom upon
earth in the near future, though we knew nothing of the
teaching of Millennial Dawn.
   About a year ago our first sorrow came, when a dear
little babe died, and that was only the beginning of
sorrows.  A few weeks later my husband's health failed;
he was forced to resign his position, our home was broken
up, household goods stored, and, after vain attempts to
restore health and for which all our money was spent,
death again came and took the one upon whom it seemed
my very life depended.  A few weeks before his death
some one mailed us a copy of "What Say the Scriptures
about Hell?"  I read it and said to my mother, who was
present, "If these are the teachings of Millennial Dawn
they are greatly misrepresented.  I have always thought
of them as I have of 'Dowieism,' but this gives me the
proof that I have been seeking for three years--that the



Bible does not teach eternal torment."  Then I got the
first three volumes of the "Dawn-Studies" and hurriedly
read two of them.  Under the circumstances I could not
study; then came the death.  The comfort that the knowledge
of the high calling gave me and the peace which
filled my soul sustained me through the sad hours and
days, and continues even now.  After reading the remaining
four volumes, I subscribed for the "Tower,"
severed my relations with the Church and social organizations,
and am rejoicing in the Blessed Hope.
   I have searched the Scriptures daily to see whether
these things are so, and am proving beyond a doubt that
they are the teaching of his Word.  We (my two little
children and I) are living in my old home town, where
much of my church work has been done.  My friends do
not understand my action toward the church and are
deeply grieved.  So far as I can learn, I am the only
woman in Casey who has accepted the Truth.  Sometimes
it seems hard to stand alone when I have had so many
friends and such a strong Christian husband to help me,
but the Father knows how much I am able to bear, and
I rejoice that I am counted worthy to suffer for him and
that I may "go to him without the gate bearing his
reproach."
   Dear Brother Abraham is "strong in the Lord" and
helps me very much.  He and his wife come to my home
(or I to theirs) one or two evenings each week for study
of the Word.  All the past earthly blessings "I count but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord."  We are thankful indeed to our blessed Lord
for the strengthening food received through our dear
Pastor, Brother Russell, and also for making us acquainted
with members of the Body, who have been very
helpful.  We are also grateful for the increase of knowledge
which Brother Hall's visit gave us, and the opportunity
of having the harmonious teaching of the Word
publicly presented to our friends.
   After much thought and prayer, I have decided to
take the "Vow" and, with his help, keep it.  My sacrifice
is on the altar.  Pray that I may keep it there until it
be consumed in his way.  With much love to all in the
Truth, and an intense desire to make my calling and
election sure, I am,
   Your new Sister in Christ,   MRS. GEO. B. BROWN.

                  ----------

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:--
   For some time I have been thinking of telling you of
my appreciation of "The Watch Tower" and the sermons,
to say nothing of the books and all of the helps we have
for the thorough study of our Father's Word.
   I feel very humble and thankful to our loving Heavenly
Father and to our dear Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
that I am permitted to see these grand truths while some
others blessed with larger opportunities are now stumbling



on account of not being able to see eye to eye with
you on the Covenants and the Vow.
   When the Vow first came out in "The Watch Tower"
one year ago, I did not understand it and objected to it,
as I felt that my consecration vow covered the whole
ground.  But it was not long until I realized that my objections
were from the great Adversary of our souls.  I
soon discovered that there was a wrong condition of heart
back of the objection, so I asked the Lord to remove all
feelings of resentment and to fill my heart and mind with
his holy Spirit and with a desire to obey his will at whatever
cost.  I praise his name that my prayer was answered
and that he led me to see my need of the Vow and I
gladly and thankfully made it my own; and now, daily, I
pay my vows to the Lord.  When I see a weak point in my
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character I strengthen it by making a vow to the Lord
that through his grace I shall overcome that weakness.
   One vow that I have taken is that I will not murmur
nor complain; another, that I will not speak evil or even
slightingly of any one; not that I was particularly given
to murmuring or complaining, for I am naturally of a
hopeful turn of mind; neither was I given to evil speaking;
but I never realized how much I needed to be on my
guard along those lines until I made them a subject of
special prayer and vowed to the Lord that by his help I
would overcome those faults.  At first I failed a number
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of times; then I would go to the Lord and tell him how I
regretted my weaknesses and how I desired to be pure in
heart; then came "The Tower" with the article, "There is
a sin unto death."  I read it over and over many, many
times and then I realized more and more the great necessity
of paying our vows to the Lord and that only those
who come off more than conquerors will be of the Little
Flock.
   Dear brother, it is indeed a narrow way, and I praise
the Lord that he is showing me with each succeeding step
more and more the narrowness of it; and I rejoice that
the "path of the just is as the shining light that shineth
more and more unto the perfect day."
   It is to me a great blessing and strength to remember
you, dear Brother, at the throne of heavenly grace many
times daily, and to remember the Brooklyn Bethel family,
some of whom I know personally, with all the interests of
the harvest work and also all of the Lord's dear people.
   I hope, dear Brother Russell, that you had a pleasant
and helpful visit with the dear ones on the other side of
the great Atlantic.  Will it not be glorious when we all
meet in our Father's Kingdom, and the glory and knowledge
of the Lord shall be filling the earth ocean wide and
ocean deep?



   Praying the Lord's blessing on yourself and all others
in "Bethel Home" and on the harvest work, I am, with an
humble request for your prayers on my behalf,
   Your sister in the One Hope,
                               J. M. GOODHART,--Ohio.
   P.S.--I have been in Present Truth four and one half
years.

                  ----------

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:--
   I wonder if it is not a pleasure for you to hear from
those who have been blessed through your ministries!
   Five years ago my husband and I received light which
we gladly accepted, when Brother Marchant stopped at
our door and presented Vol. 1.  We bought, read, wondered
and eagerly obtained the other volumes and began
to attend the meetings held by the Bible students.
   During these five years we have enjoyed the Sunday
addresses on the Truth by Brother Streeter and visiting
Pilgrim brethren, and the testimony meetings and Friday
evening studies.  The interest has grown so that from
the handful that met together five years ago, there are
now about a hundred regular attendants on Sundays, and
often there are fifty or seventy-five above that number.
Our testimony meetings have outgrown the parlors of any
of our members, and so they have been divided into two
sections.  It is delightful to enjoy the harmony here, and
I attribute it to the fact that we "have not many teachers,"
but study the Scriptures with the "Key" under the
wise and careful leadership of our dear Brother Streeter,
who patiently studies and guides us to the solution of
each point, referring us constantly to God's Word as unfolded
in the light now due.
   Interest has been aroused and is being developed in
Pawtucket, and in Pawtuxet also, where a number of
people await anxiously the next chart talk.  Truly the
Lord has blessed us in Providence, and we bless and
praise him and ever rejoice in the Truth.
   Your Sister in our dear Lord,
                                       F. A. R.,--R. I.

                  ----------

DEAR SIR:--
   A little over a year ago I providentially became acquainted
with "The Watch Tower" and "Dawn-Studies,"
which I have read with increasing interest and enjoyment
and deepening conviction.  A friend loans me "The
Tower," and I have the full set of books and "The Tower
Bible."  "The Tower" and "Dawn-Studies" have given
me such new and blessed views of the Scriptures that
they have superseded my church papers and other denominational
literature, which no longer satisfy me,
and which I have discontinued.  I find my greatest delight
is studying and conversing upon these gracious



truths.
   The teaching refuting eternal punishment, declaring
the grand and glorious restitution blessings and proclaiming
the Lord's presence, though so wholly at variance
with the doctrines and teachings of my church (Methodist),
which I had ever loyally and devotedly supported,
especially appealed to me, affording unspeakable joy and
thanksgiving.  I can never be thankful enough to God
for bringing me a knowledge of these glorious things
through your writings.  The thought that Christ is now
present and is setting up his Kingdom gives me keenest
joy.
   Yours in the Present Truth,      M. G. ROBERTS,--Me.

                  ----------

DEAR BROTHER AND PASTOR:--
   As per your request, I send this postal to tell you I
have made the Vow my own resolution before the Lord.
I feel that I want to take my stand with those who are supporting
the Truth and the Harvest Work and to withdraw
myself from those who are opposing either.  I feel it is
incumbent on me to take advantage of every means of grace
the Lord places at my disposal.  I believe your visit removed
the last barrier in my mind, and I think there may be others
who have been helped to see the Vow in a different light
as a result of your visit.  May the Lord bless you and keep
you.
   Your Brother only by his grace,
                               FRANK P. SHERMAN.

                  ----------

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:--
   I have wanted so much to write you, but understanding
how very busy you are, I refrained until now.
   Six years ago I was a nominal church member and a
great Spiritualist, trying to find peace and comfort from
those sources, but, finding none, was about to say there
is no other world than this.
   When I purchased the first volume of "Scripture Studies"
of Sister Coppage I was rejoiced to read it and found
such comfort that I left off attending church, and read
my book and Bible, not knowing that there were others
of like faith until Brother and Sister Schuler canvassed
here a year ago, of whom I bought the remaining volumes,
since which I have carefully read your book on
Spiritualism.
   I cannot tell you what joy I found, for even my children
were afraid when night came; we were almost possessed
by those evil ones.  Since I have read and told
them all, they all know and say, "Mother, we do not fear
any more; and home is at peace again."
   When first I read the Vow I was much impressed with
its grandeur.  I have made it my own.  Would that I
could tell you all that your writings have done for me.



   Your Sister by his grace,
                                 MRS. N. J. KENDRICK,--Ga.

                  ----------

DEAR FRIENDS:--
   While in Carnegie Library at Conneaut, O., recently,
I came across your series of "Millennial Dawn."  Now I
should like to have samples of your tracts.  I might add
that my interest in your message has already caused some
stir among friends who, like the Pharisees of old, think
good news bad doctrine.
   Until I read those Keys to the Bible in Conneaut, I had
no good light on eternal torment, which from a boy I
never could accept.  I prayed for light and the Lord, I
believe, sent me into the library and to the "light."  They
were the first books I touched on entering and were just
what I wanted.
   Yours in Christ Jesus,
                               CHAUNCEY G. McCOY,--Pa.

                  ----------

DEAR BROTHER AND PASTOR:--
   If you think this might prove an incentive to some one
to study more faithfully please use it, if you think best.
   For the third time in a little over four years, I have
commenced the study of the full course of "Millennial
Dawn" series.  During this time every available moment
has been given to this course of reading, which has
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also included every printed sermon and issue of "The
Tower."  This has necessitated the giving up of visiting,
fancy work, music and all other reading; none but necessary
work of any kind has occupied my attention.
   As I take up Vol. II. for the third reading, I am amazed
to find the many points overlooked in, or forgotten since,
the former readings.  Each time I read I find each volume
more intensely interesting because of prophecy fulfilled
or in process of fulfillment before my eyes.
   I need not add that the benefit received is inestimable,
incalculable; that I would not exchange the knowledge
and satisfaction thus far gained for the wealth of all the
world.
   Undoubtedly this continuous study of the unfolding of
the Father's plan, as also the making of the special vow
to the Lord my own, has enabled me thus far to "stand
in this evil day;" and by his grace I shall pursue this
study and adherence to the entire vow of consecration according
to ability, until our "change" come, that so "having
done all," I may "stand" perfected in his presence.
   My Bible is a thousand fold more precious, because
with each perusal of any one of the volumes, the eyes of
my understanding are still more widely opened to discern



the will and purpose of its Great Author.  My reverence
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for and gratitude to him for the precious "meat in due
season" for all who "will receive it," knows no bounds.
   May he keep you moment by moment, ever closer and
closer "under the shadow of the Almighty," sustaining
and protecting you through every trial or persecution he
may permit to come into your life and crown you "more
than conqueror" at the full close of the earthly
pilgrimage!
   Your least Colporteur and joyful fellow-servant,
                                                E. G.

              ====================
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       BEREAN STUDIES ON THE ATONEMENT

      THE TEXT-BOOK USED FOR THIS COURSE
     IS SCRIPTURE STUDIES, SERIES V (E)*

      Questions on Scripture Study V.--
       Man for whom Atonement was made

                  DECEMBER 5

   (1) Our Lord's words, "All live unto him" (Luke 20:38),
are sometimes cited as proofs that the dead do not die, but
only seemingly die and become more than ever alive.  How
should these words be understood?
   (2) Quote the passage and explain it in detail.
   (3) If death signifies destruction, why do the Scriptures
speak of the dead as being asleep and not as being destroyed?
P. 352.
   (4) In I Thess. 5:23 the Apostle speaks of the body and
spirit and soul of the Church.  Quote the passage and explain
its meaning. P. 353.
   (5) Could it be that the Apostle here meant to refer to
the Church as individuals?  Could he have meant that the
body, the soul and the spirit of the individual members of the
Church would be preserved until the Second Coming of the
Lord? P. 353.
   (6) It is held that since souls are said to go to sheol,
to hades, therefore the human soul must be something tangible
and conscious after dissolution.  What is sheol?  What is
hades? P. 353, last par.
   (7) How many times does the word sheol occur in the
Old Testament Scriptures?  How is it translated--by what
English words, and are these translations reliable--when
judged by the present definition of the words used in translating
it?  State the various translations of sheol in English
Bibles. P. 354, par. 1.
   (8) Is there anything of joy or pain implied in the word



sheol?  What class of people is said to go to sheol? P. 354, par. 2.
   (9) Why are all souls said to go to sheol?  What do
they do there?  What is their state or condition and when
will they be relieved? P. 354, par. 3.
   (10) What do we know about the English word hell
and its origin and meaning in the unabridged dictionary?
P. 354, last par.
   (11) Give illustrations of the use of the word sheol and
show that they could not mean suffering, torment, etc. P. 355.
   (12) What is the difference between qeburah, a grave,
the tomb, and the grave, sheol, the state of death?  Give illustrations
in proof of answer. P. 356, par. 1.

                 DECEMBER 12

   (13) Give illustrations of the use of sheol, translated pit,
and show what it signifies thereby. P. 356, last par.
   (14) In Deuteronomy 32:22 we read of the fire of God's
anger which shall burn to the lowest hell.  Explain this
passage. P. 357.
   (15) What is meant by the sorrows of hell--sheol? P.
358, par. 1.
   (16) Explain the statement of Job 7:9, "He that goeth
down to the grave (sheol) shall come up no more." P. 358,
last par.
   (17) What is meant by "deeper than hell"? (Job 11:8.)
P. 359, par. 1.
   (18) What is meant by the expression, "Oh, that thou
wouldest hide me in sheol"? P. 359, par. 3.
   (19) What is meant by the expression, "If I wait, the
grave (sheol, oblivion) is my house"? (Job 17:13,14.)
P. 360, par. 1.
   (20) What is meant by Job 21:13, "They spend their
days in wealth, and in a moment go down into sheol--hell"?
P. 360, par. 5.
   (21) We read that "hell is naked before him." (Job 26:6.)
What is here signified?

                 DECEMBER 19

   (22) What is meant by the statement, "In death there is
no remembrance of thee; in the grave (sheol, oblivion), who
shall give thee thanks"?--Psa. 6:5. P. 361, par. 3.
   (23) We read that "the wicked shall be turned into hell
and all the nations that forget God."  Where is the Scripture
and what does it signify? P. 361, par. 5.
   (24) When we read, "Thou wilt not leave my soul in
hell (sheol, oblivion); neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One
to see corruption" (Psa. 16:10), what should we understand?
P. 362, par. 1.
   (25) We read, "The bonds of hell (sheol, oblivion) encircle
me; the snares of death seize me" (Psa. 18:5); how
should this statement be understood? P. 362, par. 5.
   (26) We read, "O Lord, thou hast brought up my soul
from sheol"--hell (Psa. 30:3); what is here signified? P. 362,
last par.



   (27) We read, "Let the wicked be ashamed.  Let them
be silent in hell"; explain.--Psa. 31:17. P. 363, par. 2.
   (28) "Like sheep they are laid in hell....But God
will redeem my soul from the power of sheol"--hell. (Psa. 49:14,15.)
What does this signify? P. 363, last par.
   (29) "Let them go down quickly into hell." (Psa. 55:15.)
How shall we understand this inspired prayer? P. 364.
   (30) "Thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest
hell."--Psa. 86:18. P. 365, par. 1.

                 DECEMBER 26

   (31) Explain the Scripture, "My soul is full of troubles
and my life draweth nigh unto sheol"--hell.--Psa. 88:3. P.
365, par. 3.
   (32) "What man is he that liveth and shall not see
death?  Shall he deliver his soul from the hand (power) of
sheol"--hell?  What is meant?--Psa. 89:48. P. 365, last par.
   (33) What is meant by the statement, "The pains of hell
gat hold upon me; I found trouble and sorrow"?--Psa. 116:3.
P. 366, par. 1.
   (34) Explain the Scripture, "If I ascend up into heaven,
thou art there; if I make my bed in hell, behold thou art
there."--Psa. 139:7,8. P. 366, last par.
   (35) Explain the statement, "Her steps take hold on
hell"--sheol.--Prov. 5:5. P. 367, par. 1.
   (36) "Her house is in the way of hell."  "Her guests
are in the depths of hell." (Prov. 7:27; 9:18.)  Explain these
Scriptures. P. 367, par. 3-5.

              ====================
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  BIBLES, TESTAMENTS, STUDENTS' HELPS, ETC.

      SUPPLIED AT WHOLESALE COST PRICES

                  ----------

   THIS LIST SUPERSEDES ALL PREVIOUS LISTS

   Bible publishers announce that, owing to increased cost of material
and labor, they have found it necessary to advance the price of
many of the cheaper grades.

IN presenting our list of Bibles this year, we have dropped a number
which we previously carried and have selected others which we
think more desirable.  We give below a list which, although not
very large, we think will cover a range sufficiently broad to suit the
wants of nearly all.  However, should any of the friends desire a
more complete list to select from, we shall be pleased to mail publishers'
catalogues upon postal card application.

First in importance among Bibles we rank the



              WATCH TOWER BIBLE

described on next page.

                  ----------

               TEACHERS' BIBLES

No        (Add Postage on these, 20c. each.)                      Pub.   Our
04403  Minion, French Morocco, div. cir., round corners,          Price  Price
         red under gold, references, 7-1/4 x 5....................$1.45  $ .94
8301   Minion, French Morocco, div. cir., red under
         gold, illustrated, full teachers' helps, references,
         linen, 7-3/4 x 5-1/4....................................  1.60   1.05
4412   Black Face Brevier--easy to read.  Egyptian
         Morocco, div. circuit, head bands and marker
         round corners, red under gold, 5-1/8 x 7-7/8............  2.30   1.25
          (Add Postage on these, 26c. each.)
8701   Long Primer, French Morocco, div. cir., red
         under gold, helps, references, concordance,
         illustrated, linen, 8-1/2 x 6...........................  2.10   1.38
8702   Same as 8701, leather lined...............................  2.50   1.63

         COMBINATION TEACHERS' BIBLES

   These Bibles show the variations of the Revised Version at the
foot of each page.  Otherwise they are ordinary "Teachers' Bibles"
with maps, concordance, etc., illustrated.
          (Add Postage on these, 28c each.)
610    Bourgeois, French Seal, div. cir., red under
         gold, 8 x 6 x 1-3/4.....................................  5.00   1.35
614    Same as 610, leather lined................................  6.00   1.63

           LINEAR TEACHERS' BIBLES

   Hitherto these Bibles have been sold by Subscription Agents
only.  Their special feature, differentiating from other Teachers'
Bibles, is that they show the readings of the Common and Revised
Versions side by side in the same line, self-pronouncing.
          (Add Postage on these, 30c each.)
350    Small Pica, French Seal, red under gold, full
         teachers' helps, 8-3/4 x 6 x 1-1/2......................  6.00   2.10
360    Small Pica, Levant Morocco, kid lined, otherwise
         same as 350............................................. 10.00   4.25

                POCKET BIBLES

          (Add Postage on these, 15c each.)
01153  Ruby, French Morocco, round cor., red under
         gold, div. cir., text only, 5-1/2 x 3-7/8 x 1-1/8.......   .95    .63
01329  Same as 01327, leather lined to edge......................  1.60   1.05
194    Minion, French Morocco, div. cir., red under
         gold, text, 5-7/8 x 4 x 1-1/4...........................  1.20    .78

          INDIA PAPER POCKET BIBLES



       "Mite" Bible (the smallest Bible)
093X   Venetian Morocco, div. cir., gilt edges with
         magnifying glass, 1-3/4 x 1-1/4 x 5/8...................  1.00    .75
          (Add Postage on these, 8c each.)
01103  Diamond, French Morocco, div. cir., red under
         gold, text only, 4-1/2 x 2-1/2 x 1/2....................  1.40    .98
01112  Persian Morocco, leather lined to edge, otherwise
         as 01103................................................  2.00   1.35
01157X Ruby, French Morocco, div. cir., leather lined,
         red under gold, text only, 5-5/8 x 3-7/8 x 9-16.........  2.00   1.35
03029X Pearl, Alaska Seal, div. cir., leather lined, silk
         sewed, red under gold, references, 5-1/8 x 3-7/8 x 5/8..  3.25   2.15
03114X Ruby, Persian Levant, div. cir., leather lined,
         silk sewed, red under gold, references, 5-5/8 x 4 x 3/4.  3.25   2.15
          (Add Postage for these, 4c each.)
0612   Diamond, Persian Morocco, div. cir., leather
         lined, red under gold, text only, 3-3/4 x 2-1/2 x 7/8...  2.25   1.55
02002X Brilliant, Persian Morocco, div. cir., leather
         lined, red under gold, maps (smallest reference
         Bible made), 3-5/8 x 2-1/2 x 5/8........................  2.50   1.70

              INDIA PAPER BIBLES

          (Add Postage for these, 15c each.)
8635   Minion, French Morocco, div. cir., red under
         gold, references, maps, 7 x 4-3/4 x 5/8.................  1.75   1.13
8636   French Seal, leather lined, otherwise as 8635.............  3.75   2.34
9635   Brevier, large face, French Morocco, div. cir.,
         red under gold, references, 7-1/8 x 5 x 1...............  2.75   1.90

      THUMB INDEX ON A BIBLE, 25c EXTRA

INDIA PAPER BIBLES--(Continued)

03265X Minion, Levant Morocco, div. cir., calf lined
         silk sewed, red under gold (thinnest minion
         reference Bible), 6-7/8 x 4-3/4 x 5/8...................  4.25   2.85
03274X Minion, Alaska Seal, div. cir., leather lined, silk
         sewed, red under gold, references, index, concordance
         and maps, 6-7/8 x 4-7/8 x 7/8...........................  4.50   3.00
03554X Brevier, black face, Alaska Seal, div. cir., leather
         lined, red under gold, references, index,
         self-pronouncing, concordance and maps,
         8-1/8 x 5-1/2 x 7/8.....................................  5.50   3.60
03581X Long Primer, black face, same as 03554x, 7-3/4 x
         5-1/4 x 15-16...........................................  6.00   4.00
0865-1/2X Long Primer, Levant, div. cir., calf lined, silk
         sewed, red under gold, teachers' helps, arranged
         as cyclopedic concordance, 7-3/4 x 5-1/4 x
         1-1/8...................................................  8.00   5.25

       AMERICAN STANDARD REVISED BIBLE

          (Add Postage on these, 20c each.)
160    Bourgeois, Cloth, references..............................  1.00    .80
172    Bourgeois, Egyptian Seal, references, red under



         gold, div. cir..........................................  2.00   1.60
          (Add Postage on these, 30c each.)
260    Long Primer, Cloth, references, 8-3/4 x 6-3/4.............  1.50   1.15
272    Long Primer, Egyptian Seal, references, red
         under gold, div. cir., 8-3/4 x 6-3/4....................  3.00   2.25
          (Add Postage, 15 cents each.)
       Minion, black faced, reference edition, self-pronouncing, a
         fine edition--4-3/4 x 7.
152    Egyptian Seal, div. cir., red under gold..................  1.75   1.38
154    Persian Levant, leather lined to edge, otherwise
         same as 152.............................................  3.25   2.35
          (Add Postage, 12 cents each.)
152X   India paper edition of 152................................  2.75   1.97
154X   India paper edition of 154................................  4.00   2.81

  LAP BIBLES FOR THE AGED--References, Light
             Weight, Large Print

          (Add Postage on these, 25c each.)
2002   Pica, Cloth, red edges, 9-1/4 x 6-1/2 x 1-1/4.............  2.00    .90
2014   Pica, French Seal, limp, size same as 2002................  2.75   1.43
2022   Pica, French Seal, div. cir., size same as 2002...........  3.50   1.75
2032   Arabian Morocco, grained leather lining to
         edge, silk lined band and marker........................  6.00   2.80

        CHILDREN'S ILLUSTRATED BIBLES

          (Add Postage on these, 11c each.)
216    Minion, French Morocco, limp, red under gold,
         5-3/4 x 3-5/8...........................................  1.25    .84
215B   Minion, French Morocco, references, div. cir.,
         red under gold, 7-1/4 x 5-1/4 x 7/8.....................  1.50    .85

                  TESTAMENTS

          (Add Postage on these, 3c each.)
2113   Nonpareil, French Morocco, limp, gold title, side
         and back, gold edges (vest-pocket edition),
         4-3/8 x 2-7/8 x 1/2.....................................   .40    .22
2113P  Same as above, with Psalms................................   .50    .27
2115   Same as 2113, with div. cir., and red under gold..........   .56    .30
2115P  Same as 2115, with Psalms.................................   .66    .35
013RL  Same as 2113, with words of our Lord in red
         letters.................................................   .60    .33
015RL  Same as 013RL, with div. cir., red under gold.............   .80    .42
2142X  Nonpareil, French Seal, limp, grained leather
         lining, red under gold, gold roll (thin), 4-3/8 x
         2-3/4 x 3/8.............................................   .85    .43
2142PX Same as 2142X, with Psalms................................  1.00    .55
010    Diamond, Venetian Morocco, limp, gold edges,
         3-3/4 x 2-1/4 x 1/4.....................................   .50    .35
014    Diamond, Arabian Morocco, div. cir., leather
         lined, red under gold, India paper, 3-3/4 x 2-1/4 x 1/4.   .90    .65
          (Add Postage on these, 5c each.)
371    Brevier, Roan leather, flexible, gold edges, with
         Psalms, 6-1/4 x 4-1/2...................................   .45    .45



         NEW TESTAMENTS FOR THE AGED

          (Add Postage on these, 10c each.)
270    Small Pica, Roan, square cor., 5-3/4 x 8-1/4..............   .45    .45
361    Same as above, with Psalms, 8-1/4 x 5-1/2 x 3/4...........   .50    .50

              REVISED TESTAMENTS

0100   Brevier, Cloth, red edges, 16 mo., including
         postage.................................................          .23

                 TEXT BIBLES

          (Postage, 7c.)
241    Agate type, cloth, red edges, 4 x 5-3/4...................   .17    .17
          (Postage, 12c.)
208    Nonpareil type, cloth, red edges, 5-1/4 x 7-1/4...........   .25    .25

                  ----------

PRICES ON BIBLES IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES FURNISHED ON REQUEST.
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   CONCORDANCES AND OTHER BIBLE STUDY HELPS

   First in this list we mention the several volumes of

      "STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURE" SERIES

--referring inquirers to the second page of each issue of this journal
for prices, etc.  We commend also, as aids, the following publications
by other presses, which we supply at specially low prices because of
the assistance they will lend to the study of God's Word.  We mention
these somewhat in the order in which they seem to us to be desirable
aids.

            THE WATCH TOWER BIBLE
              STUDENTS' EDITION

[There is a picture of this Bible on the left side of the column.]

   We specially recommend this Bible
for its smallness of size, lightness of weight
and good-sized print, and above all for the
helps to Bible students and teachers
bound with it.  Printed on India paper;
excellent press work.  Its special feature
distinguishing this Bible from all others is

               ITS BEREAN BIBLE
               TEACHERS MANUAL

Part I.



   Brief Scripture Commentary based
on expositions of Dawn-Studies, THE
WATCH TOWER and Brother Russell's
published sermons, tracts, etc., with
references to these for fuller comments.

Part II.
INSTRUCTORS' GUIDE TEXTS

   Texts topically arranged for use in
teaching divine plan privately or publicly.

Part III.
BEREAN TOPICAL INDEX

Part IV.
DIFFICULT TEXTS EXPLAINED
SPURIOUS PASSAGES NOTED

               WHOLESALE PRICES
               IN ANY QUANTITY

POSTAGE, OR EXPRESSAGE INCLUDED
   MINION TYPE EDITION, 4-1/2 x 6-3/4
inches.  Sample of Type in our October
1 issue.

No. 1918--So-called French Seal,
  red under gold, round-cornered,
  divinity circuit, linen-lined.........    $1.65
No. 1928--Same as 1918, bound in
  Levant Morocco, fine-grained,
  very durable, leather lined...........     2.50

           BOLD-FACED TYPE EDITION.

SAMPLE OF TYPE IN OCT. 1, '08, ISSUE,
  PAGE 302, SIZE 5-1/2 x 7-1/2 INCHES.
No. 1938--The Helps in this Bible
  and the binding are exactly the
  same as in the above described
No. 1928.  (We have these only
  in the better binding "Levant
  Morocco.")  Price.....................    $3.00
No. 1948--This Bible is exactly
  the same as No. 1938, except
  that it contains additional matter
  desired by some, namely:
  the Bagster Concordance, etc.,
  which adds to its bulk.  Price........     3.25

   Patent index 25 cents extra, but we do not advise this on so
small a book.  The above very special price was secured only by our
placing a very large order--10,000 copies.  This is probably the
largest-sized single order ever placed for India paper Bibles.



             DAILY HEAVENLY MANNA

FOR THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH.

   This publication, we believe, will be in great demand as soon as
known.  It is a text-book for each day in the year--and good year
by year continuously.
   But this is more than a text-book; it has an appropriate comment
under each text selected from the columns of back issues of
THE WATCH TOWER.
   Our new edition of the "Manna" contains the same texts
and comments as the former one; but it has twice as many
pages.  Every alternate leaf is blank ruled, for use as an
Autograph and Birthday record.  It is printed on fine bond paper
and bound in handsome dark blue cloth.  It would be well worth
$1.00 or more, in any book store.

PRICES, WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

   The new "Manna" will be sold by Manna Colporteurs and others
at 50 cents each (60 cents when gotten by mail or prepaid express).
The wholesale rates, open to any TOWER reader, are as follows.
cash with order:--
 1 copy, postpaid................................................$ .35
10 or more copies, by express, prepaid, each.....................  .30
10 or more copies, by freight or express, charges collect, each..  .20
   We, of course, prefer the STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES to be colporteured;
but a good follow-up work can be done with "Manna"
by those who cannot do the regular work with the STUDIES.
   We hope this little book will find a place at every breakfast
table; and that spiritual refreshment may thus be enjoyed with the
natural food, stimulating thankfulness to the Giver of all Good and
thus inducing the peace of God and favoring both spiritual and natural
health and well-being.

            THE EMPHATIC DIAGLOTT

   This very valuable work, published under the author's copyright
by Fowler & Wells Co., New York City, has been sold by them at
$4 in cloth and $5 in half leather binding.  For several years a friend,
an earnest Bible student, desirous of assisting the readers of our
Society's publications, has supplied them through us at a greatly
reduced price; now he has purchased the copyright and plates from
the Fowler & Wells Co., and presented the same to our Society as a
gift, under our assurance that the gift will be used for the furthering
of the Truth to the extent of our ability, by such a reduction of price
as will permit the poor of the Lord's flock to have this help in the
study of the Word.
   REDUCED PRICES.--These will be sold with THE WATCH
TOWER only.  In cloth binding $1.50 (6s. 3d.)--includes postage and,
as a Premium, one year's subscription, new or renewal, to Z.W.T.
On thin paper, in full morocco leather, divinity circuit, red under
gold edges, silk sewed, leather lined, $2.50 (10s. 6d.)--includes postage
and one year's subscription to W.T.

        THE TISCHENDORF NEW TESTAMENT



   This is the ordinary Common Version in cloth binding.  As
footnotes it gives the reading of the three oldest Greek MSS., Sinaiticus,
Vaticanus and Alexandrine, wherever these differ from the Common
Version.  This is a very valuable little work, published in Europe,
which we specially import for the benefit of our readers.  Price, 50c.,
including postage.

       LEESER'S TRANSLATION OF THE OLD
                  TESTAMENT

   This is the standard translation amongst English reading
Hebrews, by one of their own rabbis.  It is not perfect, but is a
valuable aid in critical study of the Old Testament.  Our special
price, in leather binding, including postage, is

        ANALYTICAL CONCORDANCE TO THE
                  SCRIPTURES

   In English, Hebrew and Greek, by Prof. Young (Presbyterian).
A valuable work for all critical students.  Price, in cloth binding, $5,
including postage.  We are not permitted by the publishers to cut
this price; but may and do give postage free and give besides a
premium of any four volumes of the SCRIPTURE STUDIES series in cloth
binding with each Concordance, or six volumes if purchaser pays
the expressage.

      THE EXHAUSTIVE CONCORDANCE TO THE
                  SCRIPTURES

   In English, Hebrew and Greek, by Prof. Strong (Methodist).
This is also an able work and useful in critical study.  It has some
advantages over Young's; after getting used to it we prefer it.
Special reduced prices,--in cloth binding, $3; half leather, $5.
Carriage prepaid, 65c. extra.

    CRUDEN'S CONCORDANCE TO THE SCRIPTURES

   A valuable work, but scarcely necessary to those who have either
of the above mentioned.  English only.  Cloth binding, $1,
delivered.

           SMITH'S BIBLE DICTIONARY

   This is one of the most desirable editions of Prof. Smith's work.
It is a large volume of 1020 pages.  In cloth binding, $1.30, including
postage.

       "BIBLE TALKS IN SIMPLE LANGUAGE"

   This is the best book of its kind we have ever seen.  It presents
the Bible stories in simple, but not childish language, and seems
remarkably free from the bad theology so common in this class of
books.  All Christian parents should have a Sunday Bible lesson
with their children, and this book furnishes interesting topics, to
which may be added as much concordant "Present Truth" as the age



of the children will justify.  Parents are responsible for their children's
training in theology as well as morals.  This will assist you in
the discharge of this duty, and thus be a blessing to yourself as well as
to your children.
   624 pages, 250 illustrations; cloth sides, leather back and
corners, gilt edges.  A subscription book at $3.  Our special price,
75 cents, plus 25 cents postage.

        SCRIPTURE STUDIES--INDIA PAPER

   Calls for SCRIPTURE STUDIES divided into small portions, light
convenient for the pocket, that could be read on the cars, etc., led
us to prepare an India-paper edition.  The entire volume is on this
very fine paper reduced to three-eighths of an inch in thickness and
about four ounces in weight.  [The type is exactly the same size as in
the regular editions.]  It is a beauty.  Leather covers, gold edges.
Its cost, with postage, is now 75c each for the first three volumes
and 85c each for the remainder per volume, at which price it is
supplied to WATCH TOWER subscribers.

              ====================
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        PUBLIC MINISTRIES OF THE TRUTH

      UNDER THE AUSPICES OF PEOPLES PULPIT
          ASSOCIATION OF BROOKLYN, N.Y.

                  ----------

  ONE-DAY LOCAL CONVENTIONS ADDRESSED BY THE
      EDITOR OF THIS JOURNAL AS FOLLOWS:

            BROOKLYN, N.Y., NOV. 7

   Morning Rally and Testimony Meeting at 10:30 o'clock.
   Discourse by Brother Russell at 3:00 p.m.  Evening Meeting
for the interested at 7:30 o'clock; this will be a Question
Meeting.  Visiting friends cordially invited.
   All meetings will be held in the Brooklyn Tabernacle, Nos.
13-17 Hicks street.  Convenient to all cars and ferries--close
to the old bridge terminus.

           BROCKTON, MASS., NOV. 14

           ROCHESTER, N.Y., NOV. 21

              YORK, PA., NOV. 28

            BROOKLYN, N.Y., DEC. 5

         PITTSBURG N.S., PA., DEC. 12

                  ==========



       BROOKLYN TABERNACLE EVERY SUNDAY

   Preaching at 3:00 p.m.  Praise service at 7:00 p.m.;
Berean Bible Study at 7:30 p.m.  Convenient to New York
via Subway, and Jersey City via P.R.R. Annex Ferry.

              ====================
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          STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES
              "MILLENNIAL DAWN"

THESE STUDIES ARE RECOMMENDED TO STUDENTS AS VERITABLE "BIBLE KEYS."
PRICES ARE NET AND BARELY COVER COST OF PRODUCTION,
WHEN DELIVERED BY COLPORTEURS THE COST AND PRICE ARE INCREASED.

   SERIES I., The Plan of the Ages, gives an outline of the divine plan
revealed in the Bible, relating to man's redemption and restitution:
386 pages, in embossed cloth, 25c. (1s. 1/2d.)  India paper edition, 75c.
(3s. 1-1/2d.).
   This volume has been published as a special issue of our journal--
at the extremely low price of 5c. a copy, in any quantity, postage included.
(To foreign countries, 9c.)  This enables people of slender
purse to herald far and wide the good tidings in a most helpful form.
   SERIES II., The Time is at Hand, treats of the manner and time of
the Lord's second coming, considering the Bible Testimony on this
subject: 370 pages, in embossed cloth, 25c. (1s. 1/2d.)  India paper
edition, 75c. (3s. 1-1/2d.)
   SERIES III., Thy Kingdom Come, considers prophecies which mark
events connected with the "Time of the End," the glorification of the
Church and the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom; it also contains
a chapter of the Great Pyramid, showing its corroboration of the
dates and other teachings of the Bible: 384 pages, in embossed cloth,
25c. (1s. 1/2d.)  India paper edition, 75c. (3s. 1-1/2d.)
   SERIES IV., The Day of Vengeance, shows that the dissolution of the
present order of things is in progress, and that all the panaceas offered
are valueless to avert the predicted end.  It marks in these events the
fulfilment of prophecy, noting specially our Lord's great prophecy of
Matt. 24 and Zech. 14:1-9: 660 pages, in embossed cloth, 30c. (1s. 3d.).
India paper edition, 85c. (3s. 6-1/2d.)
   SERIES V., The At-one-ment Between God and Man, treats an all-important
subject--the hub, the center around which all the features
of divine grace revolve.  Its topic deserves the most careful and
prayerful consideration on the part of all true Christians: 507 pages,
in embossed cloth, 30c. (1s. 3d.)  India paper edition, 85c. (3s. 6-1/2d.)
   SERIES VI., The New Creation, deals with the Creative Week
(Genesis 1 and 2), and with the Church, God's "New Creation."  It examines
the personnel, organization, rites, ceremonies, obligations and
hopes appertaining to those called and accepted as members of the
Body under the Head: 740 pages, in embossed cloth, 30c. (1s. 3d.)
India paper edition, 85c. (3s. 6-1/2d.)
   The above prices include postage.
   IN FULL LEATHER BINDING, gilt edges, the set (6 vols.) $3.00,
(12s. 6d.), plus postage, 60c. (1s.).
   Is also published in foreign languages as follows: German, five vols.,



in Swedish Vols. 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6; in Dano-Norwegian, three vols.;
in Greek, three vols.; in French, two vols.; Hollandish, Spanish,
and Italian, one vol. each; bound in cloth, uniform with English edition,
prices the same; in Polish, condensed edition, one vol., 10 cents.

              ====================
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                 SWEET BRIER
                 ROSE BOOKLET

[In this area are pictures of two cards with flowers and the following words
printed on the front and descriptions below each]

                             LOVE
The                          one another
Sweet Brier                  as I have
Rose                         loved You.

                             We ought to lay down
                             our lives for the brethren.

8 pages 3-1/2x5 inches.

   Our own Christmas and     8x10-1/2 inches.
Birthday Card.  Just
what we all want.  Order        Motto for 1910, with the Vow printed
now!  9 for 15 cts.; 18      on the reverse side, 2 for 15 cts.; 5 for
for 25 cts.; 80 for $1.00.   25 cts.; 12 for 50 cts.; 25 for $1.00.

                  ----------

          BRO. RUSSELL'S LARGE MAIL

   Bro. Russell thanks the dear friends for the many kind
letters he receives daily.  He requests them to expect THE
WATCH TOWER articles as personal letters in response.

              ====================
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   THE NEW COVENANT IN THE BOOK OF HEBREWS

IF THE New Covenant, in no sense of the word, belongs
to the Church--that is to say, if we are not under the
New Covenant, if it belongs merely to Israel, and
through Israel to the world, why does the Apostle
have so much to say concerning it in the Book of Hebrews?
   To appreciate the necessity for the Book of Hebrews, we



must mentally take our stand back in apostolic days and get
our bearings as though we were living there under those
conditions.  Thinking of matters from this sympathetic standpoint
the answer to this question is very simple, very plain.
The early Church for seven years after our Lord's baptism,
for three and a half years after his cross, was composed exclusively
of Jews.  Not until the end of Israel's promised
"seventy weeks" of special favor could the Gospel message
go outside of that nation at all.  We remember that Cornelius,
a just man, who prayed always and gave much alms,
was the first one from the Gentiles to be received.  In his
case we remember how it was necessary for God to specially
prepare St. Peter for such a remarkable change in the Divine
method of dealing.
   We remember that years after this, the question of receiving
the Gentiles and eating with them, or in any sense
of the word recognizing them as being on equality with the
Jews, was one which caused continual disturbance in the
Church and amongst the most prominent of the apostles of
the time.  Years after Cornelius had received the holy Spirit
teachers from Jerusalem went to Antioch and found that
there Gentiles were received on an equal footing with the
Jews in the Church of Christ without in any sense of the
word subscribing to Moses and the Law Covenant.  They
were shocked and expressed themselves in such positive terms
that the Antioch Church sent Paul and Barnabas with others
to Jerusalem that a full conference on the question might
be had.  Guided of the holy Spirit the apostles reached
right conclusions, yet even Peter was so little in sympathy
with these conclusions that years after we find St. Paul reproving
him for dissimulation and refusing to eat with the
Gentile brethren when Jewish brethren were in the company
--through deference to the Law Covenant, which somehow
all Jews felt must be recognized and subscribed to.  St. Paul
seems to have been one of the apostles who early got the
proper focus on this subject.
   We find that this Judaizing teaching was not only in
the ascendancy in Palestine, but that its influence in considerable
measure affected the Gentiles.  St. Paul's Epistle to the
Galatians, for instance, shows us how many of them, Gentiles
by birth, had been misled into believing that whatever
blessings they might enjoy through Christ and the original
Abrahamic Covenant, they must also become amenable to the
Law Covenant.  Note that the Apostle's letter to the Galatians
is almost exclusively devoted to this subject, and remember
that the Galatians were not Hebrews, or, at least,
the majority of them were not.  In that epistle he found it
necessary to show that he had equal authority with the other
apostles as a teacher--that the Galatians might know that
he was as well qualified as the others, and as fully authorized
to instruct them respecting their obligations; that his word
was authoritative; that the Gentiles were not under the Law
Covenant, but under the Grace Covenant--the original Abrahamic
Covenant.  He recounts that he did not get his instruction
or his knowledge of the Gospel from the Apostles
at Jerusalem, but that, so far as it was concerned, he had



under the Lord's Providence been their instructor, rather
than they his instructor.--Gal. 2:1-14.
   Note carefully the Apostle's appeal in Galatians III., "O
foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not
obey the Truth, before whose eyes [of understanding] Jesus
Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?
This only would I learn of you, Received ye the spirit by the
works of the Law, or by the hearing of Faith?" etc.  His
entire argument in this chapter is to show that the Law
Covenant never was over or binding upon the Gentiles, but
only upon the Jews.  He shows also that the Law Covenant,
instead of advantaging the Jew, condemned him, so that the
Jew needed to be specially redeemed from the curse or sentence
of that Law Covenant, by our Lord's death by crucifixion.
Throughout this chapter St. Paul contrasts the Law
Covenant, from which the Jews were desirous to get free,
with the original Abrahamic Covenant, which had only free
children.  He shows that the Gentiles were received under
this Abrahamic Covenant of grace (favor), whose blessings
are conferred on a basis of faith and not on a basis of
works, as under the Law Covenant.
   St. Paul shows further that the Law Covenant had Moses
for a Mediator, because that Covenant placed binding obligations
of obedience to the Law upon all who came under it.
But, reasons the Apostle, the original Covenant made with
Abraham was not so.  It imposed no binding obligations, and
therefore it needed no mediator and had no mediator.  "Now
a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one."
(Gal. 3:20.)  That is to say, a mediator is not necessary to
a Covenant in which only one person is bound.  In the case
of the Abrahamic Covenant this is so: God is the one person
bound by that Covenant; hence there is no need of a
mediator for that Covenant to see to the faithful performance
of the contract.  However, as there was no mediator to guarantee
a contract or Covenant on God's side, he gave to Abraham
and to all who would be of his faith, the best possible
guarantee that God did not make the Covenant lightly, in a
trifling manner or thoughtlessly; for, in addition to pledging
his Word, God gave his oath--that the Covenant was secure,
sure, could not fail.  It was this that gave Israel such great
hope in that Oath-Bound Covenant.
   The Apostle proceeds to show that the Law Covenant
did a good service for the Jews in that it prepared them and
brought them to Christ, the great Teacher; that by hearing
his message, his invitation, they might exercise obedient faith,
sacrificing faith, and, being baptized into Christ, might put on
Christ--become members of his Body.  All such, Jew and
Gentile, bond or free, male or female, would be members of
the one Body, of which Christ Jesus is the Head.  This
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chapter winds up with that forceful statement, "If ye be
Christ's, then are ye Abraham's Seed and heirs according to
the promise"--the Covenant made to Abraham.
   All this argument was to show the Galatians that, so



far from needing to get under the Law Covenant, they had
no need of it whatever, and those who were under it needed
to get out from under it, in order to be able by faith to
accept Christ as their Redeemer and Justifier, and by faith
to consecrate their lives unto death, that they might be acceptable
to God as members of the Body of Christ.
   The fourth chapter to the Galatians continues the argument,
the expostulation against the error of wanting to get
under the Law Covenant, until, with tears in his pen, the
Apostle writes, "My little children, of whom I travail in
birth again until Christ be formed in you, I desire to be
present with you now, and to change my voice (to one of
sternness), for I stand in doubt of you.  Tell me, ye that
desire to be under the Law (Covenant), do ye not hear the
Law?"  Do ye not realize its bondage, its impossible exactions?
"Behold, I, Paul, say unto you, that if ye be circumcised,
Christ shall profit you nothing.  For I testify
again to every man that is circumcised [every Jew], that
he is a debtor to do the whole Law.  Christ is become of no
effect unto you, whosoever of you are (trusting that you are)
justified by the Law (Covenant); ye are fallen from grace."--
Gal. 4:19-21; 5:2-4.
   We have, perhaps, said sufficient to prove that the question
of the Law Covenant was a burning question in the early
Church, not only with the Hebrews, but also with the Gentiles.
It seemed impossible, especially for the former, to learn
that the Law Covenant, after having been in force, with all
the wonderful paraphernalia of the Jewish dispensation, its
laws, its sacrifices, etc.--that it, after all, was not necessary
and that a Gentile could really have access to the Abrahamic
Covenant through Christ easier than could a Jew.
   It was to counteract this powerful error of that day that
St. Paul wrote the Epistle to the Hebrews.  It certainly has
been a valuable epistle to the Gentiles, but it was written
specially to the Hebrews, and because of their tenacious adherence
to the Law Covenant, from the dominating influence
of which they seemed not to be able to free themselves.
   The Epistle to the Hebrews was written to prove that a
totally new dispensation of Grace, and not of Works, had
been ushered in through Jesus at Pentecost.  He would have
them see that Moses' faithfulness as a servant and Head
of a typical priesthood, was inferior to Christ and the Royal
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Priesthood, of which he is the Head.  He would have them
see that Moses and his house were types and servants or
illustrations of good things to come; but that Christ and
his "elect" are sons of God, who will minister the real
blessings in the future.  He would have them see that there
was a Canaan rest to which Moses led the willing and
obedient priests and people of Israel, and that there is a
greater rest which remains for the people of God, to which
Christ will lead his people; and that those who by faith
accept of Christ now may enter by faith into his rest in
advance, now, in their hearts.



   Noting that the Hebrews were long accustomed to look
to the earthly priests and yearly ministrations for the
cleansing away of sin, the Apostle calls attention to the fact
that the Lord Jesus is the High Priest of a new order of
priests and that his Church are those under-priests.  Answering
their objections that Jesus was not of the tribe of Levi,
and therefore not entitled to the priesthood, he shows them
that God had already foreshown that there would be a new
priesthood of a different kind; that Melchizedek was a type
of that new priesthood.  He gives the intimation that while
Jesus and his Church in the flesh in their sacrificing work
were typified by Aaron and his sons, nevertheless the real
work of this higher priesthood is a future one of glory,
when Jesus, the great Priest, and the Church, his Body, an
under priesthood, associated with him, will be installed in a
kingly, as well as a priestly office, and in ruling, as well as
teaching authority.  These glories of the Christ in the Royal
Priesthood of the Millennial Age were not at all represented
in Aaron, but were quite well represented in Melchizedek,
who was a king at the same time that he was a priest.  His
greatness was shown, in that Abraham did him homage and
paid tithes to him.  And since Levi, the Father of the priestly
tribe, was in Abraham's loins at the time that the tithes were
paid, therefore he and all his sons inferentially paid tithes
to Melchizedek and thus the Melchizedek order of priesthood
was recognized as higher than the Aaronic.
   With this foundation for his subject the Apostle (Heb. 7:18-22)
points out that it evidently was not God's intention
to allow the Law Covenant to stand perpetually, nor to allow
its priestly arrangements to continue forever.  He proceeds
to show that prophetically Jesus was made a priest by Divine
appointment long before he came into the world--that God
said of him, "I have sworn and will not repent; thou art a
priest for the age after the order of Melchizedek" (Heb. 7:21)
--not after the order of Aaron.  This oath shows that
the priesthood of Jesus was superior to the priesthood of
Aaron which was established without any Divine Covenant
of this kind.  "By this much was Jesus made a surety of
a better testament or Covenant."  That is to say, the fact
that God by his oath had recognized this higher order of
priesthood particularly implied that in due time a New
Covenant would supplant the Law Covenant, which the
Hebrews felt must be perpetual.
   The Apostle does not argue that the New Covenant had
been established, nor that the new priesthood had been established
in its office of combined kingship and priesthood.  He
merely points to the fact that such a New Covenant is assured
by God's promise, which implied the doing away with
the Law Covenant and its priesthood, and the introduction
of a better one.  He proceeds to show that Israel and the
world needed a higher order of priesthood than the Aaronic
to inaugurate the reign of righteousness under the New
Covenant.  He points to the two sacrifices of Leviticus XVI.
and intimates that our Lord will fulfil that Day of Atonement
type by two offerings; first, for his own sins (not for
his individual sins, for he had none), but for the sins of those



accepted during this Gospel Age as the under priesthood, the
"members of his Body"; and then later a second sacrifice for
the sins of the people--the world in general.
   He tells us that the typical work of Atonement by the
Levitical priest repeated this Atonement work every year
(on the Atonement Day), but that our great Priest does it
once for all time in the great antitypical Day of Atonement,
in which he offers up himself--first individually, and secondly
his members, collectively.  In this connection we are to remember
that as Christ offered himself in sacrifice at Jordan,
and not at Calvary, so also he offered his Body, the Church,
collectively in sacrifice at Pentecost.  As the laying down of
the life of the man Christ Jesus proceeded through three and
a half years, and was finished at Calvary, so likewise the laying
down of the life of the Church has proceeded since Pentecost,
and it will not be finished until the last member of the
Body shall have suffered with him--been faithful even unto
death.
   This was shown in the type; for, after the priest had
sprinkled the blood of the bullock, he appeared at the door
of the tabernacle and laid his hands (power) upon the
head of the Lord's goat (which represented his consecrated
Church) and slew it.  We see, then, how this entire work
of sacrificing may have been said to have been accomplished
at the time when St. Paul wrote the Book of Hebrews.  The
Apostle does not proceed to tell of the consummation of this
Gospel Age, but drops the matter here by showing the two
sacrifices performed.  That he does wish us to understand
that the second sacrifice of Atonement was offered at Pentecost
is evidenced by the fact that he speaks of the Church
as under-priests in the holy, enjoying the light of the golden
candlestick, the table of shewbread and the golden altar
privileges, and waiting until the testings shall have been completed
and we all shall have passed beyond the vail, even
into heaven itself, where the blood of this second sacrifice of
Christ will then be offered in the propitiatory on behalf of
the world.
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        MEDIATOR OF A BETTER TESTAMENT

   Hebrews VIII. opens with the words, "Now of the
things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have an
High Priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens; a minister (servant) of the sanctuary
and of the true tabernacle." Verses 3-5 show that the sacrificial
work already referred to was a necessity before he
could enter the still higher work of distributing to Israel
and the world the blessings of God's favor secured by the
"better sacrifices."  The glorious High Priest in heaven has
a more exalted service (ministry) than the earthly priests
and, accordingly, he is the Mediator of a better Covenant or
Testament than the Law Covenant.  The Apostle is here
showing that our Lord's sacrificial work needs not to be continued
throughout eternity; but that he has been exalted to



the heavenly plane, and has another work to accomplish,
namely, as the Mediator of a better Covenant than the Law
Covenant.  He is trying to get their minds away from the
thought that they are under the Law Covenant.  If he can
convince them that Christ is the antitype of Moses and the
antitype of Aaron, he will thus convince them that there
must be a higher Covenant and arrangement for the blessing
of the world than the Law Covenant in which they were
trusting and which they considered indispensable.  The
remaining verses of the chapter and Jeremiah 31:31 show that
such a better Covenant was in contemplation.
   Neither St. Paul nor the Hebrew Christians at Jerusalem
and elsewhere to whom he wrote this epistle, had any thought
that they were living under the provisions of the New
Covenant.  As he shows in Chapter 6:19,20, they were all
hoping in the Abrahamic Covenant; but some of them had
the erroneous thought that they additionally needed the Law
Covenant and that it would be perpetual.  St. Paul's argument
is that God never intended it to be perpetual, but merely
to prevail for a time as a schooling until Christ should come
as the antitype of Isaac--the antitypical heir of the Abrahamic
Covenant.  He now shows that The Christ is in due
time to be the Mediator of the New Covenant with Israel,
as a proof that their old Law Covenant was not intended
to last forever.  Why should they be trusting in the old
Law Covenant, when God distinctly tells that "after those
days he will make a New Covenant with the house of Israel,"
and that Messiah (with his members now being selected) is
to be the Mediator of that New Covenant, and is merely
waiting for the completion of the Church to finish all the
ministration necessary to put that Covenant into operation--
the blessing of Israel and all the families of the earth?
   Chapter IX. contrasts the typical arrangements made
for the service of the Law Covenant and the making of its
blessings effective to Israel, with the arrangements for the
service of the New Covenant to make its blessings effective
to Israel and all people who shall eventually avail themselves
of its privileges.  All the paraphernalia of the Tabernacle
and the work incidental to the typical sacrificing, were so
much necessary to the putting of that Law Covenant into
effective operation for all the people of Israel.  And
similarly on a spiritual plane there are antitypes, including
better sacrifices, all of which are incidental
to the putting of the New Covenant into operation
for Israel and that all mankind may avail themselves of
its privileges.  The antitypical priest has appeared--"Christ
being come an High Priest of good things to come."  Those
future good things represent the glorification of the Body of
Christ, the blessing of Israel and all the families of the earth.
   All those blessings on a higher plane are abundantly provided
for in God's arrangement.  For if the typical arrangements
of the Law Covenant needed a cleansing from sin by
blood, and if the blood of bulls and goats, etc., typically accomplished
this, how much more full of value should we
esteem the sacrifice of Christ--how much more able to purify
our consciences!  Shall we not esteem the blood of Christ



aside from the Law Covenant sufficient for our sins?  And,
as believers in his merit, shall we not conscientiously drop
dead works of the Law Covenant and trust to something
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higher, even to the merit of the antitypical High Priest?  It
is for this cause, or to this end, that he is the Mediator of
the New Covenant, so that eventually all Hebrews condemned
to death under the Law Covenant may be released from it
(as in Romans 11:27 he declares will be the case as soon as
the elect, the Body of the great Deliverer, the great
Mediator, the great Priest, shall have been completed).
   In Hebrews 9:15 St. Paul shows that there is a special
work of Christ on behalf of the Jews: they being under the
death sentence of the Law Covenant, Christ's death on the
tree was necessary for them, because that was the special
"curse" of the Law.  Thus a basis is laid, whereby all the
transgressions of the Hebrews under the Law Covenant may
be fully cancelled, under the provisions of the New Covenant
when it shall become effective. (Rom. 11:27.)  Not only so,
but this special redemption of the Hebrews enabled those
called of God from that nation during this Gospel Age to
receive a share in the promise of the eternal inheritance--as
members of Christ under the original Abrahamic Covenant.
   Then follows a statement of the general principle--
that where a Will or Testament is made, the death of the
testator is implied, and only after the death of the testator
could its blessings be enjoyed.  Our Lord having earned a
right to human perfection and human life by obedience to
the Law Covenant conditions, laid down those earthly rights
in sacrifice, in harmony with the Father's will.  And, when
raised from the dead a New Creature of the Divine nature,
he possessed those earthly rights which he laid down as a
ransom-price for mankind, with the right to dispose of them.
His Testament or Will disposing of those earthly rights could
have been so made as to give them at once to fleshly
Israel by sealing for them the promised New Covenant.  But
instead the Testator gave those earthly blessings to the
household of faith, those called out from the nominal Jewish
Church during and after his earthly ministry, and to "us" of
the Gentiles since, on condition that they join in his
sacrifice, "suffer with him," "be dead with him," participate
with him in the glorious privileges of the Abrahamic Covenant
for the blessing of the world under the New Covenant
provision.
   The brethren understood that they were called to be
"members of the Body of Christ" and that it would be after
the completion of this "Body" that the Lord's favor would
return to natural Israel, and that he would build again the
tabernacle of David which had fallen down; that through
them as members of the great Benefactor or Mediator of the
New Covenant, a blessing might go to the world and "that
the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the
Gentiles upon whom God's name is called." (Acts 15:16,17.)
The brethren addressed were reminded that the death of the



Testator was necessary to these: not only the death of Jesus
as the original testator to give the blessing to the Church,
his Body, but also the death of the Church, his members,
under his Headship, to again serve as Testator, and to die,
so as to leave those restitution rights for the benefit of Israel
and the world under the New Covenant.
   Let us never lose sight of the central purpose for which
this Book was written--that it was to prove that the Law
Covenant must give way, give place, to the New Covenant.
Hence all the things connected with the typical Law Covenant
should be expected to have antitypes in connection with the
antitypical New Covenant.  Thus the sacrifices of the Law,
which came at the beginning of their year on the Day of
Atonement, before the sins of the people could be forgiven,
must here find parallel in "better sacrifices" than the bullock
and the goat.  The New Covenant cannot go into effect until
these antitypical sacrifices are accomplished.  He thus proved
the inferiority of everything Jewish and connected with the
Law Covenant; that all Christians might see that instead of
going back to that or holding on to it, they should rather
be grasping, looking forward to the antitypes, and grasping
their share in the "better sacrifices."
   In verse 24, of the 9th chapter of Hebrews, the Apostle indicates
how much of the sacrificing has already been finished;
namely, that the High Priest has gone into the "most holy,"
"now to appear in the presence of God for us"--for Spiritual
Israel.  But he adds we must not expect him to do this every
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year, as it was done in the type.  We must not think that
Christ's sacrifice could avail us only in conjunction with the
Jewish institutions as additional thereto.  To so suppose
would imply that such annual sacrifices would have been
necessary from the foundation of the world.  But this was
not the case: Abraham and others were justified by faith
before the Law Covenant was instituted.  In the end of the
age Christ appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of
himself.  And as men-priests are appointed to die, as symbolically
represented in the animals they sacrificed, and as
they after this passed into the Holy, and were there put on
judgment, or tested before they entered the "Most Holy," so
Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many, and, to
them that are looking for him, he shall appear the second
time, not as a sin-offering, but to grant the salvation secured
by the merit of his sacrifice--to inaugurate the New Covenant,
and as its Mediator to set up its Kingdom for the overthrow
of sin and death and the establishment of righteousness and
life.
   Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many, the
Apostle says.  The type shows us two offerings, yet the two
were parts of one.  The first represented the Head, and the
second, the Body.  The two sacrifices of the Day of Atonement
were really one, because the second was based upon the
first.  The offering as a whole was evidently for the sins of
the whole world.  Evidently, as the Apostle says, the next



thing to be expected, to be waited for, is his finishing his
sacrificial work, finishing the sprinkling of the blood the
second time, and then coming out, as typed in the high priest
clothed "in garments of glory and beauty," representative of
his elements of glory and power.  He will stand forth as
the Mediator of the New Covenant, the great Messiah,
Prophet, Priest, King and Judge.
   Only those who recognize that the under-priests are the
members of the High Priest can appreciate this picture.  The
Lord by his own blood justified us, his Church, his prospective
members, when "he ascended up on high, there to appear in
the presence of God for us"--as our Advocate and High
Priest--to sprinkle the Mercy-Seat--to satisfy divine justice
on our behalf.  He began his secondary offering of his
"members" as soon as the Father accepted his offering for
us--at Pentecost.
   There "the Lord's goat" was killed, sacrificed, and the
ignominious burning outside the camp commenced.  What
was done with those ready on Pentecost has continued to
be done with their successors since for now nearly nineteen
centuries.  The sacrificing, burning, etc., have continued, just
as in the figure of the High Priest's anointing, the oil ran
down to his feet, so antitypically the holy Spirit has come
upon each "member" accepted as a joint-sacrificer.  The
Lord meantime sits at the right hand of Divine favor, awaiting
the consummation of the burning of his sacrifice--expecting
or waiting until then to make the final sprinkling of his
blood "for all the people" before Justice shall turn over to
him the control or dominion of the world for reconstruction
during the Millennium under the terms of the New Covenant.
   The appearing a second time is to the waiting people--
the groaning creation waiting "for the manifestation of the
sons of God" in the glory of the Kingdom. (Rom. 8:19,22.)
It is wholly different from his coming, or parousia, during
the harvest time to the Church.  His appearing will be in
power and great glory, yet only to be recognized by Israel
and the world as they shall look for and seek for his Kingdom.
"When he shall appear we also [his members] shall
appear with him in glory."
   In the 10th chapter St. Paul proceeds along the same
line, proving that Jesus is the great High Priest.  He represents
him as saying, "Lo, I come to do thy will, O God."
(V. 9).  Christ there began the taking away of the first,
the typical Covenant, that he might establish the second, the
antitypical Covenant.  Verse ten shows how we, who have
become his disciples, are sanctified by accepting his will and
saying, as he did, "Lo, I come to do thy will, O God."  We
are sanctified through the offering of the Body of Jesus
Christ, because we, accepted as members of his Body, are set
apart to this great priestly, kingly, mediatorial work with
him.  Incidentally notice here that previously we were "justified"
through the merit of Jesus' sacrifice, but that now we
are sanctified through the offering of the Body.  It is only
as we obtain this great privilege of sacrificing as members
of his Body that we can have any expectancy of participation
with him in his glory.  This Body was offered once for all.



The individual members of the Church are not offered separately.
The one "Lord's goat" represented the one entire
Body of Christ, the "little flock," all who, during this Gospel
Age will be accepted as members and lay down their lives in
sacrifice with him.  In verse twelve St. Paul shows that this
one sacrifice of Christ (in two parts, Head and Body) having
been offered (the Head at Jordan, the Body at Pentecost),
our Lord rests from any further sacrificing, knowing that full
satisfaction will be effected by the work already accomplished.
   The great Priest has since waited until the Father's time
for putting all things of earth into subjection under him;
because by the one offering (in its two parts) he hath perfected
forever them that are sanctified.  That is to say, the
first part of his offering justified his members and their participation
in the second part effected their sanctification and
secured for them a share in the First Resurrection.  Moreover,
the perfecting of all mankind who shall eventually be
saved during the Millennium will be as the result of Christ's
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one sacrifice in its two parts (bullock and goat).  As a result
of these "better sacrifices," eventually all mankind shall have
an opportunity of becoming sanctified, holy, perfect.  The
Apostle says that the holy Spirit through Jeremiah's prophecy (31:31)
witnessed to this, testified to this ultimate efficacy
of the antitypical priest's work.  Then he quotes this reference
of the New Covenant, "after those days," and assures us that
when the time of remission of sins shall have come, there
will be no more offering for sin.  Thank God that with the
end of this Age, when the sufferings of the Body of Christ
will be finished, then, all sacrificing opportunities being ended,
the opportunities for blessing mankind through the merit of
those sacrifices will be only beginning!

    UNDER-PRIESTS NOW ENTERING THE HOLIES

   In verse nineteen the Apostle reverts to the fact that
while this great work is still incomplete, we, brethren [prospective
under-priests], may have the boldness [courage] to
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and
living way, which he has consecrated for us, through the vail,
that is to say, his flesh; we may by faith realize ourselves as
under-priests, members of the High Priest's Body, joint-sacrificers
with him and under his ministration.  We may
enjoy now the privileges and blessings of the Holy and be
assured that, as members of the great High Priest, and
Mediator, we may ultimately go beyond the vail, even into
heaven itself, entering that glorious plane of life through
sharing with him in his death.  This special way he consecrated
for us as the High Priest, by making the merit of his
death, typified by the blood of the bullock, applicable to us,
permitting us in the strength of that justification to sacrifice
with him and to become his members in glory.
   St. Paul exhorts all these fellow-members to hold fast
to their faith, to provoke one another to love, to not forsake



the assembling of themselves, etc.  If Moses' Law inflicted
a death penalty, assuredly the one who would willingly transgress
under greater light would suffer a more severe punishment.
The punishment of those under Moses' Law was
death, but not Second Death, because they had not secured
release from the first death; but for us who have been released
by "faith in his blood" and who have been consecrated,
joined with him in sacrifice--for us to do despite to all these
favors and privileges of God's grace; for us to ignore the
great High Priest, for us to count as a common thing our
engagement, our consecration to share with our Lord in his
death, in his sacrifice, in the blood of the New Covenant, this
would mean the taking of ourselves completely out of all
of the Divine arrangements intended for our blessing.  Verse thirty
shows that this is no idle suggestion of the Apostle.
We are to remember him with whom we have been dealing,
him through whose mercy in Christ we have been justified
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and him whose holy Spirit we received as an earnest of our
inheritance when we presented our bodies living sacrifices,
in harmony with his call, that we might become joint-heirs
with Jesus in glory.  To forfeit all this would be a fearful
thing--the Second Death.
   However, the Apostle urges, let us not be discouraged,
but remember our past experiences, our illumination, and the
afflictions which we then endured, and let us not cast away
our confidence, and faithfulness, for the reward will be great.
Chapter eleven deals with the faithfulness of God's people
during the past ages and dispensations, and, closing, tells us
that there is a reward for all of those faithful ones in
God's great plan, but something far better still for us, the
members of the Body of the Messiah, the Mediator, Priest
and King, so that they, without us, should not be made perfect;
or, as St. Paul says in Rom. 11:31, "Through your
mercy they also may obtain mercy."  And then, through them
under the New Covenant, Israel and all the nations will
receive their intended share of the same Divine mercy, passed
through Christ and then through the Church, his Body.
   Chapter twelve still addresses this consecrated priestly
class.  It suggests that these servants and handmaids,
specially begotten of the holy Spirit, specially called, having
the "high calling," specially devoted to sacrifice, should think
of the Ancient Worthies and the faithful witness for God
and the Truth which they bore--to which they witnessed by
their martyrdom, that these may strengthen us and encourage
us to run faithfully in the race that is set before us.  He
urges that these prospective kings and priests look away from
the afflictions and persecutions incidental to their sacrifice
and loyalty to Christ; that they look to Jesus, the author of
their faith, who is also to be its finisher; that they remember
his example and what he endured and that everyone whom
the Father accepts into the house of sons under this call
must expect to have chastisings, disciplines and various testings
of faith and obedience for the development and crystallization



of character.  He exhorts (V. 15) that we shall watch
diligently, lest any fail of attaining to the full privilege of
God's grace.  And he warns that roots of bitterness may
come and defile, and also that, yielding to the pleasures of
sin for a season, would signify the selling of this great birthright
--that Esau got the mess of pottage, but that Jacob got
the birthright by his self-denial, and that similarly we are
to endure.

  THE INAUGURATION OF THE LAW COVENANT TYPED
     THE INSTITUTION OF THE NEW COVENANT

   The reason for all this carefulness on the part of the
consecrated under-priests is that they have not come to (have
not approached) Mt. Sinai and the wonderful sights and
scenes incidental to the inauguration of the Law Covenant,
but they have approached (Strong's lexicon, come near) to
Zion, a Mountain and City of the living God--the Heavenly
Jerusalem.  We have come so near to the antitypical Mount,
the Kingdom of God, so near to the antitypical New Jerusalem
that we already by faith behold that New Jerusalem,
that glorified Church, the Bride, the Lamb's Wife, from which
the blessings are to flow to Israel and the world, as figuratively
coming down from heaven to earth.  We are surely
nearer to that glorious consummation than was the Apostle.
If he could say that the Church of Christ, following him,
their leader, had approached or were approaching or coming
near to that heavenly Kingdom condition, how truly may we
assent to this today.  "Evidently now is our salvation nearer
than when we first believed"--nearer than when the first
members of the Body of Christ walked in this narrow way
of self-sacrifice.
   The Apostle proceeds to contrast the things which we
may soon expect at the inauguration of the New Covenant
with Israel with those things which occurred as types in
the inauguration of the Law Covenant.  He continues:--
   Not only are we approaching or coming nearer every
day to the heavenly Jerusalem, the Kingdom condition, but
also coming nearer to our association with the holy angels,
whose numbers are innumerable, whereas ours are limited--
144,000.  More than this, we are approaching, coming near,
to the "general assembly of the Church" by participation in
the "First Resurrection"--"His Resurrection" (Phil. 3:10),
for we are "members of his Body."  Additionally we are approaching
God, the Judge of all; soon we shall be ushered
into the presence of the great King Eternal.  As the
Apostle declares, our Lord, our Redeemer, our Advocate,
having had charge of us during the period of our schooling
and sacrificing, and as the Father's representative, having
raised us from the dead to glory, honor and immortality, "will
present us faultless before the presence of his glory with
exceeding joy." (Jude 24.)  He is the Judge of all.  To fall
into his hands now, during the sacrificing period and before
we have finished our course, would mean to fall out of the
hands of our Redeemer and Advocate and to insure condemnation
to the Second Death.  But, then, to be presented



before him faultless will signify that the great Judge will
approve us, even as he approves all the holy angels.
   Additionally we are approaching, or coming near, to the
"spirits of just men made perfect."  This would seem to
apply to the "great company," who will be justified in spirit
through destruction of the flesh, though they fail in their sacrificing
agreement and will not, therefore, be of the Body
of the Christ, Priest, Mediator, King of glory.  Next we
read that we have come near to Jesus, the Mediator of the
New Covenant.  He was prophesied from of old to be the
Messiah of Israel and the Messenger or Mediator of Israel's
Covenant.  He is our Bridegroom, our Advocate, our Head.
We, his members, shortly will be forever with our Lord
and see him as he is and share with him the glorious work
of his Mediatorial Kingdom, by which Israel first, and through
Israel all the nations, will receive the blessing of the Spiritual
Seed of Abraham.
   Then the New Covenant, having been sealed, so far as
Divine Justice is concerned, by the application of the precious
blood, passed through the Church and made effective "for
all the people," the time will come for the application of the
blood of sprinkling to all the people--during the Millennium.
   In the type we read that in instituting the Law Covenant,
Moses sprinkled first the Book of the Law, representing
Divine Justice, and then, on the basis of this satisfaction, his
Mediatorial work began toward the people, and was typically
represented by the sprinkling of them with the same blood
of the Covenant.  So in the antitype.  Our Lord's blood (the
blood of the bullock, Leviticus XVI.) was applied on our
behalf--on behalf of his Body and his house, and secured the
forgiveness of our sins and opened the "new and living way"
for our sanctification--for our privilege of sharing with him
in "his death," partaking of "his cup."  Finally, when the
Church shall have finished using the blood, and, by God's
grace through it, shall have attained to Divine nature in
glory, that same merit (as the blood of the Lord's goat) will
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be applied "for all the people" at the close of this Age by
sealing the New Covenant.
   This second application for the people, "For the sins of
the whole world," will settle completely all the claims of
Divine Justice against every member of Adam's race and put
the future interests of all into the hands of the Mediator--
Jesus, and the Church, his Body.  Forthwith the work of
reconciliation manward will begin.  This is represented as the
sprinkling of the people with the blood of the New Covenant.
   Each one of Adam's race, as he comes into proper relationship
with the Lord, will receive his share of the sprinkled
blood until, by the close of the Millennial Age, when the
great Mediator shall turn over his Kingdom to the Father,
every member of Adam's race will have had fullest opportunity
to enjoy his share in this sprinkling.  Does that symbolical
sprinkling in any sense of the word imply condemnation,
responsibility for the blood of Christ, as in Abel's case,



when his blood figuratively was said to call to God for
vengeance upon his murderers?  Oh, no!  While the death of
Christ and of many of his members has been by violence,
yet this fact will not call for vengeance, because the life was
voluntarily surrendered a sacrifice for the sins of the world.
The sprinkling of the blood of the New Covenant upon all
the people during the Millennial Age, then, will mean the
impartation to each one of his share in the great blessing
secured by the sacrifice accomplished by our Lord, "the Lamb
of God which taketh away [eventually] the sin of the world."
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       "HIM THAT SPEAKETH FROM HEAVEN"
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   The Apostle intimates that our ascended and glorified
Lord is to speak from heaven at the time indicated, the time
to which we approach or come near.  The prophet tells us
that all the blind eyes shall be opened to see him, to recognize
his dominion; and that all the deaf ears shall be unstopped
to hear, to comprehend, his message.  And St. Peter, speaking
of that same time, declares, "It shall come to pass that the
soul that will not obey that Prophet (Jesus the Head and the
Church his Body raised up during this Gospel Age) shall
be destroyed from amongst the people."--Acts 3:23.
   The Apostle interrupts his argument respecting the
future, to throw out a cautionary suggestion to the under-priests,
the members of the Body of Christ, saying, "See that
ye refuse not him that speaketh."  Our eyes and our ears
have been opened in advance of the world's.  We have been
greatly blessed by this Divine favor.  But our responsibility
is proportionate to our favor.  If we refuse the instructions
of our Head, our Lord; if we submit ourselves not to the
disciplines in the School of Christ; if we neglect to share
in his death and to present our bodies living sacrifices, in
harmony with our covenant; if we, as the branches, do not
bear the fruit of the Vine, our trial for eternal life may end
adversely.
   Resuming his narrative of the great thing to which we
approach, or come near, the Apostle continues to contrast
between these coming things pertaining to the New Covenant
with the inauguration of the typical Law Covenant.  He
says, "Whose voice then shook the earth; but now he hath
promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only,
but also heaven"--the earth symbolizing society, and the
heaven symbolizing ecclesiasticism.  The Apostle comments
on the prophecy, saying that this expression yet once more
implies such a thorough work of the shaking that everything
that is temporary, out of accord with the Divine order, shall
be shaken out, so that, at the beginning of the Mediatorial
Kingdom and the administration of the New Covenant
nothing will remain in power or organization except those
things which cannot be shaken, because of their harmony
with God.



   Continuing this thought that then we shall be with our
Lord as his members, participating in his Mediatorial work,
we read, that Since, therefore, we are to receive an unshakable
Kingdom, with reverence and godly fear we are to hold
fast to the grace of God bestowed upon us, which will permit
us to serve God acceptably (not only now sacrificially,
but also in the administration of the Kingdom), for, gracious
as our God is, he is consuming fire towards all
unrighteousness.
   The Apostle concludes the Epistle with exhortations to
the Royal Priesthood, giving helpful suggestions as to
brotherly love, hospitality, contentment, submission to those
whom we believe to be over us in the Lord. (Chapter XIII., Vs. 7-17.)
He tells us to avoid new Gospels and to remember
that as the earthly priesthood were nourished by the things
of the altar, so we have a right to eat of a spiritual altar, of
which others may not eat.  He then calls attention to the
sin-offering (V. 10), that they were all burned outside the
camp.  Jesus, as the antitype of the bullock, was not only
crucified outside the gate of Jerusalem, but suffered as an
outcast from the social and religious systems of the time.
St. Paul urges that we, as the Royal Priesthood (typified by
the Lord's goat of Leviticus XVI.), shall also go forth sacrificially
outside the camp to suffer with Christ social ostracism,
and with deadness toward the world.  He fixes by this passage
our identity with "the Lord's goat" of Leviticus XVI. by
assuring us that only the blood of the sin-offerings is taken
within the vail--to sprinkle the mercy-seat.  He also identifies
this sin-offering by suggesting that the bodies of those beasts
whose blood propitiated for sin were burned outside the
camp.  In exhorting the Church to follow the Lord in this
experience, he clearly identifies our Lord with the bullock
of the Day of Atonement and the Church with the Lord's
goat, which followed all of the bullock's experiences.

              ====================
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            "A FRENZY OF DELUSION"

"For this cause God will send them a strong delusion [literally,
a frenzy of delusion]; that they may believe a lie--because
they had not pleasure in the truth."--I. Thess. 2:11.

EVIDENTLY these words of the Apostle were a prophesy
concerning the present harvest time.  Doubtless
they apply primarily to the Church and will
later apply also to Babylon and the unregenerate world.
"Judgment must begin at the house of God."
   St. Paul does not specify what lies will be believed
and which truths will be unappreciated.  We might particularize
to some extent, but we believe that a disloyal
condition of heart may be meant which would apply to every
form of truth and correspondingly apply to various lies.
   Is it not a fact, that a mind may become generally indifferent



to principles of honesty in respect to thoughts and
reasonings?  And would not such a mind be very open to
erroneous conclusions?  Would not this apply to all the
affairs of life, so that unkind, uncharitable thoughts would
be entertained without an honest endeavor to sift them and
to give the one accused the benefit of every doubt?  Is not
this generally the case amongst men and women to-day?
   We believe that such injustice lies at the bottom of
nearly all the troubles of the Church and the world.  Few
but the saintly are just--not to say merciful and generous
in their interpretations of the words and deeds of others.
   And now according to this prophesy we are come to
the time when God will test all--or allow Satan to test the
whole world with a "frenzy of delusion"!  What may we
not expect in the way of hasty and irrational conduct inspired
by these delusions!  Some may be so exercised in
respect to the Truth--new and old; others may be influenced
thus in respect to their personal, social and political
affairs.
   It is this frenzy that is precipitating trouble, religious,
financial and social, and leading on to the anarchy which
is shortly, according to the Bible, to envelop and swallow
our civilization in the indescribable time of trouble which
will precede the reign of righteousness.
   The saints, the consecrated, will not escape from this
testing.  Who will be able to stand?  Some seem to be
under the strain already.  Let us pity them and do all in
our power to succor them.  But our chief concern should
be ourself--that we may each maintain and increase our
"spirit of a sound mind."
   What then should be our course if we would stand
the test successfully?
   We should not only square our every act and word
with strictest justice, but beyond this we should scrutinize
our every thought and "bring every thought into subjection
to the will of God" as expressed in Christ.  Love, do
you say?  Yes! in its proper order, "Love is the principal
thing."  But Justice must come first to be in line with the
Divine precepts.  "Just before generous" is an old and a
very true adage.  After learning to think justly of the words
and acts of others we are prepared with a proper mental
foundation to think generously--lovingly.
   The Scriptures say not in vain that "A false balance is
an abomination unto the Lord." (Prov. 11:1.)  And this
balancing applies as truly to mental as to physical dealings
with others.  Whoever does not love righteousness; yea,
whoever does not hate inequity, is surely in danger of being
frenzied by delusions in this evil day.  Surely Satan and the
fallen angels under him are being granted extraordinary
power to tempt God's people and later on the world, to cut
loose from all moderation in a frenzy of error on one subject
or another with one person or another.  Let us be
forewarned and "watch and pray lest we enter into temptation."

              ====================
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    "ONE MEDIATOR"--"THE MAN CHRIST JESUS"

"There is one God and one Mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all,
to be testified in due time."--I Tim. 2:5,6.

OUR text contains two thoughts: (1) That the man
Christ Jesus gave himself a ransom-price for all,
and that the testimony of this great fact will in
due time be extended to all mankind.
   (2) He, the Redeemer, is the Mediator between God
and the world of mankind.  As the Scriptures foretold a
New Covenant between God and Israel and through Israel
with the world, the Scriptures also foretold a great Mediator
for that New Covenant.  The Apostle announces that Jesus
is that Mediator.  Prophetically Jesus was the Mediator of the
New Covenant long before he was born (Malachi 3:1); he
was born the Mediator in the same sense that he was born
the Savior.  "Unto you is born this day...a Savior,
which is Messiah the Lord."  He was the prospective Savior
then and the prospective Mediator of the New Covenant.  As
a matter of fact, however, our Lord is not yet the Savior
nor the Mediator for the world, and will not be until the
close of this Gospel Age.  He has already saved believers
by faith or reckonedly; but the Apostle tells us that this
salvation shall be brought unto us at the revelation of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
   The two thoughts, namely, of mediation and ransom-price,
although associated and connected, are distinctly separate
thoughts.  Our Lord Jesus began the work of giving
the ransom-price at the time of his consecration, at his baptism
at Jordan, and he finished that ransoming work on the
cross when he cried, "It is finished."  The life there laid
down is a sufficient ransom-price for the sins of the whole
world; and all will know of the fact and appreciate it in due
time.  But the price was not applied for mankind at Jordan,
nor yet at Calvary.  Our Lord's sacrifice was necessary before
he could mediate the New Covenant.  He must die as
a sin-offering, in order to become the first-born from the dead,
the Mediator, on the spirit plane.  Then to be the world's
Mediator, the risen Christ needed to have a merit or
ransom-price in hand and, more than this, needed to present
it to God on behalf of the world, before he could take control
of the world and, through the agency of the Millennial
Kingdom and under the terms of the New Covenant, proffer
an uplift to Adam and his race--up, up, up, out of present
conditions of sin and death.  In a word, Justice needed to be
satisfied as respects the penalty pronounced against Adam
and entailed upon his race, before the great times of resurrection
or restitution under the New Covenant could be
inaugurated.
   When Christ (possessed of the full ransom-price, sufficient
for the sins of the whole world) ascended up on high,
he did not present the ransom-price on the world's behalf.



On the contrary, in harmony with the Divine programme for
the selection of the Church of firstborn ones, the appointed
Mediator for that promised New Covenant applied the merit
of his sacrifice, not for the world and the cancellation of its
sins, nor for the sealing of the New Covenant between God
and the world of mankind--he applied it "on our behalf," for
the sins of the Church, for the sins of consecrated believers.
"He made satisfaction for our sins," as, by and by in the end
of this Age, he will use his blood, the merit of his sacrifice
(passed through the Church) and apply it to Justice for
the satisfaction of the sins of the whole world.--I John 2:2.
   Our Lord has various offices--Prophet, Priest, King,
Mediator, Advocate, Judge.  It was not as King that he appeared
in the presence of God and made satisfaction for our
sins--nor as Judge, nor as Prophet, nor as Mediator of the
New Covenant.  He appeared in the presence of God for us
as the High Priest of our profession (or order)--as our
Redeemer and Advocate with the Father.
   Why did our Lord allow Israel and the world to remain
in an outcast condition for these nineteen hundred years,
after he had laid down the ransom-price, sufficient for the
sins of the whole world, and after he was recognized as the
one who will mediate the New Covenant of reconciliation
between God and mankind?
   The delay in the application of the ransom-price to the
forgiveness of the sins of the world, the delay in sealing the
New Covenant with Israel and making possible through it
and them the blessing of all the families of the earth; the
delay in bringing in "the times of restitution of all things"
under the New Covenant arrangement, is for a special purpose.
It is in order to permit the election or selection of
the Church, which is the Body of Christ.  "This is a great
mystery; but I speak concerning Christ and the Church."
(Eph. 5:32.)  This mystery, which few are able to understand,
is that a certain class, justified through faith, are permitted
to join with their Redeemer as participators in his
sacrifice, his sufferings, his death, in order that they may be
granted a share with him in his glorious work of the Millennial
Kingdom--in the blessing of natural Israel and all the
families of the earth under the provisions of the New Covenant
--to be sealed or made binding and operative by his
application of his meritorious sacrifice on the world's behalf.
"The secret of the Lord is with them that reverence him,
and he will show them his Covenant." (Psa. 25:14.)  "To
you it is given to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of
heaven" (Matt. 13:11), but to all outsiders these things are
spoken in parables and dark sayings, that hearing they may
hear and not understand.
   It is not for us to determine who are of the properly
sanctified under-priesthood permitted to share with the High
Priest in his sacrificial work during this Gospel Age and,
as members of his Body, by and by to share his glories,
typified by Melchizedek's priesthood--"a priest upon his
throne" blessing under the New Covenant Abraham and his
seed and all the families of the earth.  Blessed are our eyes
if we can see this "Mystery!"  Blessed are our hearts if we



appreciate the privilege which the consecrated enjoy during
this Gospel Age of sharing in the sufferings of Christ, in
the death of Christ--of drinking of his cup and being immersed
into his sacrificial death!  Only those who thus suffer
with him sacrificially as his members will be granted a
share with him in glory as his joint-heirs--as members of
the great Prophet, Priest, King, Mediator, Judge of the
world.
   In a word, then, the delay in sealing the New Covenant
and blessing Israel, and blessing through Israel all the families
of the earth, is not accidental, but quite of Divine intention.
These nearly nineteen centuries are for the purpose
of finding a special class of mankind, "not of the
world, even as Christ was not of the world" (John 17:16),
but chosen out of the world; and of granting these an opportunity
to suffer with him as his members and thus to be
in the end of this age through the First Resurrection recognized
as his members, sharers in his resurrection, partakers
of his glories.  In other words, God purposed that all of his
blessings should pass through Jesus, but first to allow the
selection of the Church, to be his Bride, Associate, Joint-heir,
in everything which he inherited under the Abrahamic
Covenant.  Thus it is written, "If ye be Christ's, then are ye
Abraham's Seed and heirs according to the promise" (Gal. 3:29)
--heirs of all the privileges of the promise, associates
in all the work of blessing all the families of the earth.  The
Church, therefore, Scripturally is declared to be a Royal
Priesthood which, during the Millennium, shall share the
Redeemer's throne.  They are declared to be associates with
Jesus in the work of judging the world.  As we read, "Know
ye not that the saints shall judge the world?" (I Cor. 6:2.)
They are to be members of the great Prophet, the great
Teacher--"A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto
you of your brethren." (Acts. 3:22.)  The raising up of the
members of this great Prophet has been in process for nearly
nineteen centuries.  The Head was raised up first.  The members
of his Body will soon be raised up also, sharers in "his
resurrection."  Similarly these are members of the great
Mediator between God and men and will have to do with
every feature of the work of mediating during the Millennium.
The Lord, the Head, will always be Head of the
Church.  As the Apostle says, God gave Christ to be the
Head over the Church, which is his Body--the Head over
all, God blessed forever.--Eph. 1:22,23.
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   We have seen how our Lord, when he ascended on high,
appeared for the Church, for the household of faith only,
as their High Priest, as their Advocate, but not as their
Mediator, because the Church is not under the New Covenant,
even as their Lord and Head was not under the New
Covenant.  He is the Seed of Abraham under the original
Abrahamic Covenant.  We, his Church, are also the Seed
of Abraham under that Covenant.  "If ye be Christ's, then
are ye Abraham's Seed, and heirs according to The Promise,"



The Covenant.--Gal. 3:29.
   The New Covenant was made necessary as a supplement
to the Faith Covenant or Abrahamic Covenant because, as
the Apostle declares, "All men have not faith." (2 Thess. 3:2.)
The great majority of Adam's race are so fallen as
to be unable to approach God as Abraham did, and as the
true Church does, through faith.  The only way to benefit
the great mass of mankind, therefore, is by the establishment
of a Mediatorial Kingdom, which will forcefully put
down sin and everything contrary to righteousness and give
mankind a sample of righteous government, righteous conduct,
and an experimental lesson illustrating the blessings
which will accrue under Divine arrangement to the righteous
--the provision being that whoever under the favorable instruction
of the Mediatorial Kingdom will learn to love
righteousness and to hate iniquity may have the great gift of
God, eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, under the
operation of the New Covenant sealed with Israel, whose
blessings will be dispensed during the Millennium.
   Note how our Lord, before rejecting natural Israel at
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the First Advent, threshed and winnowed the entire nation
and gathered all the wheat class, all of the "Israelites indeed,"
all who had the faith of Abraham and who, therefore, were
eligible to the blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant.  These
all were blessed with the privileges of the High Calling--the
privileges of sharing the sufferings of the Mediator of the
New Covenant, that later, as members of his Body, having
shared in his baptism into sacrificial death, they might share
also in "his resurrection" to glory, honor and immortality;
that, having shared in his cup of sorrow--participating in
or partaking of "the blood of the New Covenant," they may,
later on, share his cup of joy in the Millennial Kingdom.
   These, in all "not many," need not wait to be reconciled
to God by force, by submission, under the operation of the
Mediatorial Kingdom of the Millennial Age.  These, through
faith, are already reconciled to God by the death of his
Son; for, as the Apostle says, he not only reconciles us, but
has committed unto us the ministry of reconciliation, the
privilege, the service of bringing others into a reconciled condition,
into harmony with God.  It is their privilege to use
this ministry now with such as have an ear to hear--thus
following the example of Jesus and the Apostles.  But the
ministry of reconciliation now committed to the faithful for
the believing ears, will be extended to the world during the
Millennium.  The entire work of the Mediatorial Kingdom,
under the control of the great Mediator King and his associate
kings and priests, will be a work of reconciliation.
The great Mediator will reconcile--or meet the demands of
Justice for the sins of the whole world at the close of this
Gospel Age by presenting the merit of his sacrifice on the
world's behalf, after that merit shall have been used to the
full and laid down by the Church, which is his Body.  Then
during the Millennium he will mediate or deal with "men"--



the world.
   The "household of faith" whom God can and does accept
under the Abrahamic Covenant, the Grace or Faith
Covenant typified by Sarah (Gal. 4:22-31), is not only much
smaller, but much different every way from the world of
mankind referred to in our text as "men."  Our Lord always
spoke of the former as separate and apart from the world
--"Ye are not of the world, even as I am not of the world."
The prophecy of the outpouring of the holy Spirit marks
them as separate from the rest of the world.  At Pentecost
and during this Gospel Age, God has been pleased to pour
out his holy Spirit upon his servants and upon his handmaids
--upon such as can and do come into relationship with him
through Christ, under the faith terms of the original Abrahamic
Covenant.  But he distinctly shows us through the
prophecy that in due time he "will pour out his Spirit upon
all flesh"--upon men--the world--mankind.
   This distinct separateness of the Church class, called
during this Gospel Age under the special blessings of the
Abrahamic Covenant, in association with the Lord Jesus, is
clearly and forcefully shown in the type of Isaac and his
bride and joint-heir, Rebecca.  Abraham (as a type of God)
sent his servant Eleazar (type of the holy Spirit) to call a
bride for his son Isaac.  The servant presented certain proofs
of his mission and authority and, when Rebecca believed and
accepted Abraham's proposition to become Isaac's bride, she
received certain gifts, typical of the gifts and fruits of the
holy Spirit.  Then by faith she started to meet her espoused
husband.  This is a God-given illustration and in full harmony
with every text of Scripture.  We do not read that
Isaac called his own bride and then acted as a mediator between
her and his father, nor that Isaac had anything to
do with the drawing at all.  In harmony we read our Lord's
own words, "No man can come unto me (as a disciple, a
follower, a joint-heir in my Kingdom--as a member of my
Bride) except the Father which hath sent me draw him."
(John 6:44.)  And again, "No man taketh this honor unto
himself, but he who is called of God, as was Aaron."--
Heb. 5:4.
   Look at our text again; notice its setting!  Why did
the Apostle write these words?
   The context shows that he had been advising that
prayer should be made for all men and not for the Church
merely; that prayer should include kings and those in authority.
Our prayer for them should not be that they should
be members of the Body of the High Priest and Mediator for
the world, but our prayer for them should be along the
lines that would be most helpful for the interests of the
Church, the elect class now being gathered--"that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty."
(I Tim. 2:2.)  The Apostle proceeds to explain why we
should thus remember the magistrates of the world in prayer.
He says, "This is good and acceptable in the sight of God
our Savior."  He is pleased to have us think generously,
sympathetically, kindly of the world of mankind, for thus
he himself thinks of them and he intends, "wills to have all



men to be saved [recovered from the disadvantages of the
fall] and to come to a knowledge of the Truth."  He does
not wish that all men shall now come to this knowledge, for
he knows that Satan, the god of this world, is blinding the
minds of many so that they cannot get this knowledge, and
his time has not yet come for the binding of Satan; but,
since it is his will that eventually all must come to a knowledge
of the Truth, therefore it must be good and acceptable
in his sight that we should pray for these and sympathetically
consider their interests and welfare, as associated with
our own.
   In support of this position, that all mankind must be
recovered from the death sentence and be brought to a knowledge
of the Truth, the Apostle points out that God has made
this provision, namely, that as there is one God, so there is
one Mediator between God and men--between God and the
world.  The fact that this Mediator already has died for
the sins of the whole world, a ransom-price, and the further
fact that he has been recognized by God and highly exalted,
gives us the assurance of the ultimate carrying out of God's
gracious intentions on behalf of mankind.  We see God and
we see the condemned world and now we see the Mediator
provided for the reconciliation of the two.  After more than
eighteen hundred years we still see the same; but we see
additionally that the Lord has been calling and sanctifying a
"little flock" as members of the Mediator's Body under this
great Mediator Head.  Then under New Covenant arrangements
mankind in general will receive their share of the
blessings of the ransom sacrifice of Jesus.
   All mankind are "by nature children of wrath"--the
household of faith (except its Head) included.  All mankind
were "enemies of God through wicked works," in the
sense that, by reason of ignorance and the fall, they were
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violators of the Divine Law, and hence subject to Divine
condemnation afresh, after they should be set free from the
death sentence of original sin.  The Church and the world,
"men," were all alike thus far.  Here, however, a difference is
manifested.  All were sinful, but all did not love sin.  All
were imperfect in the flesh, but some in their minds desired
and felt after God.  So many of this latter class as possessed
the eye of faith and the ear of faith, God has been pleased
during this Age to justify by faith.  The remainder, blind
and deaf, during the Millennium, under the Mediatorial Kingdom
of Christ, will be dealt with along the line of force.
Their eyes being opened and their ears unstopped, every
knee must bow and every tongue confess.
   Here we see distinct classes, and the reason for the distinction
in the methods of God's dealing with them.  Drawing
some to Christ he permits them under the robe of Christ's
righteousness to present their bodies living sacrifices and
thus to become legally dead as men.  At the same time, he
begets these by his holy Spirit to a new nature, as members
of and associates with his Son, the great Captain of their



salvation.  These as New Creatures need no mediator between
them and the Father, for, as the Redeemer declares,
"The Father himself loveth you." (John 16:27.)  And St.
Paul again declares, "Who is he that condemneth; it is God
that justifieth." (Rom. 8:32,33.)  If God himself has justified
these and received their sacrifice, counting it "holy and
acceptable," surely they need no mediator to come between
the Father and them, but are themselves in preparation to be
members of the Royal Priesthood, members of the Body of
the great Mediator.
   But these do need what the Scriptures declare them to
have, namely, an Advocate.  The world, which needs a mediator
and his mediatorial Kingdom, will find God's provision
for them to that effect.  The Church, which needs an Advocate,
finds that God's provision has already supplied this
need.  "We have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous." (I John 2:1.)  But we (the Church) have
no mediator with God--a mediator would be entirely out of
place, an interference in the precious relationship of the
Church acknowledged both by the Father and the Son.
   But why do we need an Advocate?  Because, although
as New Creatures we are free from condemnation and have
fullest relationship with the Father and can go to him at
"the throne of heavenly grace to obtain mercy and find grace
to help in every time of need," nevertheless we New Creatures
have not our new bodies and will not have them until
we receive them in the First Resurrection.  Meantime, according
to Divine arrangement, we must use our earthly bodies,
which both God and we acknowledge to be imperfect.  Since
we can act only through our bodies, it follows that "we cannot
do the things that we would," because "in our flesh
dwelleth no perfection."  But if, through the weakness or
ignorance of the flesh we err, the Divine provision for us is
that our Advocate, whose ransom-merit was applied to us,
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will appear for us (figuratively apply his merit) for the
cancellation of our unintentional misdeeds and thus maintain
us in the Father's sight without spot or wrinkle.

              ====================
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     THE POWER OF THE WILL--SELF-CONTROL

      --ROMANS 14:10-21.--NOVEMBER 28.--

Golden Text:--"It is good neither to eat flesh, nor
to drink wine, nor anything whereby thy brother
          stumbleth."--Rom. 14:21.

IN TO-DAY'S study St. Paul, in his vigorous style,
marks out the path of proper Christian conduct, in
harmony with the second great commandment of the



Law, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself."  The
lesson may be applied in a measure to every intelligent being,
but strictly, particularly, peculiarly, it applies to every
consecrated member of the Church of Christ.  All men have
wills and it is important that all should learn to use them.
As a man willeth, so is he!  The will-less, the supine, are
things, not truly men and women.  To be a hero in the
strife means to have a will, and in proportion to its correctness
and strength will be the influence and value of the
personality.  Children should not be trained to have no
will, but, contrariwise, to have a will, but to submit it to
the proper rulers and guides of life--at first to parents and
the earthly teachers and, later on, to the Divine will--fully,
completely.
   The Apostle is addressing those who submit their wills
to the Lord--those who have accepted the Divine will, as instead
of their own.  The noblest and best of the people of
God are those who have strong, iron wills, which they have
fully submitted to the guidance and direction of the Lord--
through the Bible, the holy Spirit and Divine Providence.
"The Father seeketh such to worship him as worship him
in spirit and in Truth."

            DEVELOPING WILL POWER

   Some are born with strong wills; others rather weak-minded.
In the world the latter sink or swim, survive or
perish, in the vicissitudes of life, often controlled by the
law of supply and demand and the survival of the fittest.
The inequalities of birth are frequently accentuated by life's
experiences and often disastrously.  Some of the strong-willed
become merchant princes and managers of large enterprises,
and some become thieves and desperadoes--the
outcome depending largely upon haphazard channels.  The
only safe course for any mariner on the sea of life is to take
on board the great Pilot, the Lord Jesus.  This Pilot will
probably rarely guide into a haven of earthly riches or earthly
popularity, but, if permitted, he will bring us safely to the
proper haven.
   Under this Pilot the human will is like a strong vessel
with mighty masts and sails or powerful engines.  The greater
the power, the greater the capacity and the more useful.  The
proper Pilot will guide us not only safely past the rocks of
disaster and shoals of sin, but to the haven of everlasting life
and joy and peace and fellowship Divine.
   But not merely the strong-willed need this Pilot; the
weak-willed naturally need him just as much, for although
they might not run upon the rocks with the same degree of
force and make equally bad shipwreck, they are quite as likely
to be caught upon the shoals of sin and, in a purposeless
manner, fail to achieve anything in life.

        NEW CREATURES IN CHRIST JESUS

   Those who during this age make a full surrender of
their wills to the Lord and receive in return the begetting



of the holy Spirit are Scripturally termed "new creatures in
Christ Jesus."  Their wills are brought into subjection to
the will of God in Christ.  The lessons of God's Word and
all the experiences of life under Divine supervision are promised
to work for their good; to strengthen their wills if too
weak; to make them properly pliable if too rigid, and in general,
eventually to make of them the most that is possible in
the present life in godliness, and to prepare them for the life
that is to come.
   Such are addressed by St. Paul in the present lesson.
They are exhorted not to judge the brethren in the sense of
condemning them, but rather to judge themselves, criticize
themselves, and make of themselves shining examples, and
thus to help the brethren and set a noble example before the
world.  All must give an account to the Lord sooner or
later, and our judging them is unnecessary.  Hence if we
have judged or criticized each other in the past, we should
avoid this in the future and merely criticize ourselves--our
words, our deeds, our thoughts--that nothing in us shall
put a stumbling block in the pathway of another.
   The ceremonial cleanness or uncleanness of food is
nothing to the Christian, who is free from all law except
the Law of Love.  But the Law of Love controls, and forbids
us to stumble or even to grieve a brother less well-informed
on the subject than ourselves.  How could we, controlled
by love, either eat or drink, act or speak in a manner
that would cause injury to another?  It is good to have
liberty, but let us so use it as not to injure those less advanced.
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   The call of this Gospel Age is to joint-heirship with
Christ in his Millennial Kingdom, and those so called are
not under the bondage of the Jewish Law.  They have
greater liberty in Christ.  But shall we say that the advantage
of our relationship to the Lord as prospective heirs
of the Kingdom consists chiefly in liberty to eat what we
choose and to drink what we please?  Surely not.  These are
but the lesser advantages of our blessed relationship to Christ
and the Kingdom.  Our chief blessing consists in our "justification
and peace and joy in the holy Spirit."--V. 17.
   Let us appreciate these, our chief blessings and privileges
of the present time, for, in so doing, we shall be well-pleasing
in God's sight, and men also will approve our conduct.
So, then, let us follow after the things which make
for peace and things whereby we may edify one another.
Let us not even risk injury to the cause of righteousness and
work of God's grace in others by using our liberties in any
manner contrary to their welfare.  On the contrary, let us
count it a privilege to void our rights, if thus we can glorify
God and bless our fellows.

              ====================
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           ST. PAUL'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY

--2 CORINTHIANS 11:21; 12:10.--NOVEMBER 21.--

Golden Text:--"He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for
thee, for my strength is made perfect in weakness."--
                2 Cor. 12:9.

ST. PAUL'S brief story of his life noted in this
study was written from Macedonia A.D. 57, before
the occurrences noted in our recent studies.
He gives us various facts recorded in the Book of
Acts.  An opponent might criticize his recitation of trying experiences
and faith victories and might claim that modesty on
the Apostle's part should have hindered such an eulogistic account
of his own exploits.  However, the Church at Corinth
and all of God's people since have cause for thankfulness
that the account was given.  It was the Apostle's
defense, not merely of himself, but specially a defense of
the doctrines of Christ, which he, as the Lord's mouthpiece,
had been used to declare.  In God's order he was the leader
in the presentation of Christian doctrine then, as he has been
since.  His expositions were opposed by false teachers and
pseudo apostles, as well as by "would-be teachers."
   The Apostle was thus obliged to contend with foes outside
and inside the Church and only the Divine power seemingly
could have sustained him in so unequal a contest.  He
had spent more than a year at Corinth, planting the seeds of
Truth and establishing believers there, while encouraging
other little groups of the Lord's people in various quarters by
messages and epistles.  The work flourished and the Adversary
was permitted of the Lord to stir up opposition both
external and internal.  Internally false brethren had made
various charges against St. Paul.  They opposed some of
his teachings.  They denied that he was an Apostle any
more than themselves.  They urged that he erred in teaching
that circumcision was unnecessary to the Gentiles; that his
teachings were not fixed and consistent (2 Cor. 1:17); that
he was given to self-commendation (2 Cor. 3:1; 5:12; 10:8);
and that he assumed unauthorized authority.--2 Cor. 10:14.
   They charged that he was unpatriotic and had fallen
away from the faith (2 Cor. 11:22); that he was not Christ's
servant at all (2 Cor. 10:7; 11:23); that he had falsely assumed
to be one of the ambassadors of Christ (2 Cor. 11:5;
12:11); that he could show no proofs of his claimed apostleship;
that unlike the twelve he had never known Christ personally;
that his witness was second-hand and not direct like
that of the others.
   It does not surprise us to learn that these false teachers
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confused the Church at Corinth and that splits, factions,
sects, parties, resulted--some saying, I am of Paul; others,
I am of Apollos; others, I am for Peter, etc.  They reproached
St. Paul for having worked at his trade and received gifts



from Macedonia (2 Cor. 11:2-10), claiming that he should
have urged his needs upon the Corinthians.  They insinuated
that the collections taken for the poor at Jerusalem were
probably in part, at least, for himself. (2 Cor. 12:16.)  They
even asked if it were certain that he was a Hebrew at all--
of pure blood--if he were not a Gentile in whole or in part.
(2 Cor. 11:22.)  These wicked arrows, even bitter words,
must have wounded deeply, painfully, one so sensitive as the
Apostle, especially as they came from erstwhile friends, for
whom he had been willing to suffer the loss of all things.
But this second epistle to the Corinthians was not written,
we may be sure, in self-defense merely, but chiefly in the
defense of the Truth, because if he were personally discredited
the truths which he represented and the Lord himself
and his glorious Plan would be likewise discredited.
   St. Paul was not alone in these perils from false brethren
and the world.  In the past Socrates, Calvin, Wesley, Washington,
Savonarola, Lincoln, Grant, all of them had their traducers,
slanderers, vilifiers.  Bishop Phillips Brooks in recent
years had severe experiences along this line which led
him to write these lines respecting himself:--

     "And this is then the way he looks,
     This tiresome creature, Phillips Brooks?
     No wonder if 'tis thus he looks,
     The Church has doubts of Phillips Brooks!
     Well, if he knows himself, he'll try
     To give those doubtful looks the lie.
     He dares not promise, but will seek
     Even as a bishop to be meek;

     "To walk the way he shall be shown,
     To trust a strength that's not his own,
     To fill the years with honest work,
     To serve his day and not to shirk;
     To quite forget what folks have said,
     To keep his heart and keep his head,
     Until men, laying him to rest,
     Shall say, 'At least he did his best.'"

           ST. PAUL'S THREE PROOFS

   Studying in the light of the foregoing we may divide
the Apostle's defense in his second epistle to the Corinthians
into three divisions:--
   (1) The sufferings which he endured in connection with
preaching the Truth demonstrated his love for it, his love
for the Lord, and his love for such of mankind as might have
the hearing ear.
   (2) The proof of his apostleship in the visions granted
to him, the communion with God and his deep insight into
spiritual truths and the fact that the Lord had specially commissioned
him to declare his name at Jerusalem and to the
Gentiles.  This, indeed, in conjunction with his having seen
the Lord "as one born before the time," constituted the
chief evidence of his apostleship, in conjunction with the



service which he was permitted to render to the Lord's cause
under that commission.
   (3) Finally his further proof--he was still a minister of
the Lord and of his message to such as had the hearing ear.
   Under the first count St. Paul enumerates his faithfulness,
saying, Are they Israelites?  So am I.  Are they the
Seed of Abraham?  So am I.  Are they servants of Christ?
I serve more; for I have ministered or served more than
they, in larger fields; in labors more abundant; in stripes
above measure--received at the hands of Gentiles, the Jewish
measure being forty blows.  In prisons he was more frequent;
exposed to death more often; flogged to the limit
(thirty-nine blows) by the Jews; five times beaten with
rods; stoned; shipwrecked; a day and a night in the deep
on wreckage; in journeyings often; in perils many from
floods, from robbers; from the heathen; from his fellow-countrymen;
in the city; and in the wilds; on the sea and
amongst false brethren.  The weariness and painfulness of
his service; his watching, hungering and thirsting, fastings,
cold and deprivations he had experienced more than any of
the other Apostles.  Furthermore, in God's providence the
care of all the Churches had been his pleasurable and weighty
responsibility.  All these demonstrated his supreme love for
God, his neighbor, and his brethren, to a degree unequalled.
   Under the second count he had seen the Lord as a spirit-being
in the brightness above the sun at noonday, and in
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advance of the remainder of the Church.  What the other
apostles saw of our Lord during the forty days of his appearance
as a man after his resurrection would not compare
in importance to the witness of our Lord's resurrection which
St. Paul had seen.  Besides this he had a most astounding
vision or revelation in which he was "caught away to the
third heaven" and saw things he was not authorized to
explain.
   The third heaven is the new heaven of the future--of
the Millennial Age.  The first "heaven and earth," or primary
arrangement, passed away at the flood.  The second
"heaven and earth" organization, beginning at the flood, still
persists.  The third "heaven and earth," or new dispensation,
is the one to come--the one which will be introduced at
Messiah's Second Advent.  In other words, St. Paul in vision
was caught away and given a glimpse of the Millennial
Kingdom conditions, glories, blessings, etc.--things not proper
at the time to be generally disclosed.  Nevertheless that
vision assisted the Apostle to a clearness of mental grasp
of the Divine purposes, and shaped and colored all of his
epistles.
   And now, "in due time," St. Paul's writings constitute
the key to the Divine Plan of the Ages.  He saw more literally
the things subsequently revealed in symbols to St. John
at Patmos and delivered to the Church in symbols which
could not be solved until the due time.  In view of these
things he could well write, "I certify you, brethren, that the



Gospel which was preached of me is not after man; for I
neither received it of man, nor was I taught it, but by the
revelation of Jesus Christ."--Gal. 1:11,12.
   The third test, namely, his sanctity, is everywhere manifest
in his writings.  He preached not for filthy lucre, nor for
worldly applause, nor for the honor of men--not even for
honor from the Church.  He declared, "I will very gladly
spend and be spent for you, though the more abundantly I
love you the less I be loved."  And again he says what his
life affirmed, "I seek not yours but you."
   His "thorn in the flesh," probably weakness of the eyes,
resulting from his experiences with the great light, enroute
to Damascus, seems to have marred his personal appearance
and, for the sake of the cause, to have justified him in praying
to the Lord for relief and thereby a wider influence.  His
prayer was answered, but not as he had expected.  The Lord
declared that he would give his compensating grace, declaring,
"My grace is sufficient for thee; my strength is made
perfect in weakness."  The Apostle assures us that he most
heartily acceded to this proposition, saying, "Most gladly,
therefore, will I suffer, that the grace of God may abound
towards me."
   What a wonderful lesson we have in St. Paul's experiences
and how justly he wrote that we should follow him,
as he followed the Lord Jesus!

              ====================
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        RANSOM POINTS TO BE REMEMBERED

WHENEVER the word Ransom is used in the
Scriptures it has the sense of ransom-price according
to the Greek--a corresponding price, a
sufficient price.
   Ransoming signifies the application of the ransom-price.
   Thus when we read that our Lord Jesus gave himself a
ransom-price for all, the meaning is that his sacrifice, finished
at Calvary, is a sufficient price to effect the ransoming
of all mankind, if so applied or when so applied.
   Our Lord laid down his life; he died on our behalf; he
gave our ransom-price into the Father's hands when he offered
himself without spot to God.  But the putting of that
meritorious sacrifice into God's hands and the application
of that merit to mankind are two different matters.
   The laying down of the ransom-price was finished at
Calvary; but the application of it was not even begun for
fifty days.  Three days our Redeemer was dead--arising on
the third day.  Then for forty days he was with the disciples,
appearing occasionally for their instruction.  Then he
ascended up on high, there "to appear in the presence of
God for us," and promptly on the fiftieth day, Pentecost, the
outpouring of the holy Spirit upon God's believing and consecrated
servants and handmaidens began.
   Pentecost was the proof that our glorified Lord had applied



the merit of his sacrifice, had applied his blood as our
ransom-price.  Pentecost was therefore a proof that the
Church had been ransomed--that the antitypical sprinkling
of his blood by our great High Priest on the Mercy-Seat, or
Propitiatory, "for us" had been accomplished, and that it
was satisfactory to Justice, and that our sins were cancelled.
Thereupon the High Priest began at once his secondary
offering of his "members"--"living sacrifices, holy and
acceptable unto God." (Rom. 12:1.)  This in the type was
represented by the killing of "the Lord's goat"--"the goat of
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the sin-offering that is for the people."--Lev. 16:15.
   The ransom-price all went for the atonement of our sins
when the great High Priest appeared "for us."  That ransom-price
bought us (I Cor. 6:20); but was applied for no others
and blessings came upon no others.  It is "for all" (I Tim. 2:6),
but has not yet been so applied.
   It took all of that merit or ransom-price to make atonement
for our sins--because it was so applied.  It would
have required all of it for even one man's release.  It is because
the penalty or sentence of death passed "upon all
men to condemnation," through one man's offense or sin,
that the one man's death can be applied for more than one
man's release from condemnation.  But whatever the number
it is applied for, it takes it all to effect the release from
condemnation.
   So, then, the High Priest, having applied the entire
ransom-price "for us," "on our behalf" (Heb. 9:24), for the
blemishes or condemnation of those now accepted as his members
and his house--the household of faith--it follows that
he has no merit now remaining to apply for the world.  The
ransom-price which was sufficient for one man or for all
men was applied only "for us," "for our sins."
   What then is the hope of the world?
   Ah, it has not been forgotten in the Divine purpose, and
in due time it will be ransomed--"the precious blood," the
ransom-price, will be applied on the Mercy-Seat for the
sins of all the people!  Then the holy Spirit will be poured
out upon all flesh.
   What!  Will the Church pay the world's ransom-price?
   Not so!  It is the Divine arrangement that in all things
he [Jesus] should have the preeminence.  Jesus' merit, as we
have seen, is now fully in use--accredited to us who are of
the household of faith, for our justification by faith.  We
are counted, or reckoned, as possessing the earthly rights
and life forfeited by Adam and redeemed by Jesus.  But
this reckoning or justification is confirmed to us of God
by the holy Spirit's begetting to a new nature only because
of our consecration vow to the Lord that we would lay
down our lives, sacrificing all those earthly interests and
rights as he did--walking in his steps, being baptised into
his death, drinking of his cup of ignominy--partaking with
our Head of "the blood of the New Covenant," by which
as a legacy or Testament the ransom-price blessing shall in



due time be bequeathed to natural Israel--with the proviso
that all mankind may be blessed by becoming Israelites indeed
on the human plane of restitution--Abraham's earthly seed--
as the sands of the sea for multitude.
   Note, then, that the one ransom-price, laid down by our
Lord at Calvary, was all paid over to Justice "on our behalf,"
"for us," as was acknowledged at Pentecost and since,
by the holy Spirit upon the Lord's servants and handmaidens.
Note also that the restitution rights which we are now using
as sharers in our Lord's sacrifice must all be surrendered
back to Justice before the Great High Priest can present that
same ransom-price again on behalf of the world, under the
New Covenant conditions.
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   "Ye shall all die like men," or as men, writes the Lord
through the Prophet. (Psa. 82:7.)  There are three classes
developed under God's original Covenant with Abraham--
the Grace or Sarah Covenant.  (I.) The "little flock" of under-priests
--members of the Body of the High Priest.  These
suffer with him, sharing "his death," "his cup," "baptised into
his death."  (II.) The "great company," who consecrated
unto death and were begotten of the Spirit, but who "through
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage."
These must die, but not as parts of Christ's Body, not as
parts of his sacrifice.  They must suffer "the destruction of
the flesh, that the spirit (new nature) may be saved in the
day of the Lord Jesus."  (III.) Those who wilfully turn
from and repudiate their consecration to sacrifice must die
the Second Death.  These are described by St. Paul as treating
despitefully the one who paid their ransom-price and
accepted them as his members, sanctifying them apart as his
joint-sacrificers and joint-sharers of his glory in connection
with the great work of mediating the New Covenant, under
which Israel and the world will be blest.--Heb. 10:29.
   All of these three classes, all whose justification and
sacrifice of sanctification were accepted by the Lord--as
evidenced by their receiving the holy Spirit as his servants
and handmaidens--all these must die before the New Covenant
with Israel and mankind will be sealed.  They must
lay down all earthly justification and earthly rights, forever,
before the one ransom-price can be back into the hands
of Justice to the credit of the High Priest, that he may
therewith appear in the presence of God to make an atonement
with his ransom-price for the sins of all the people.
Then, at the close of this age and the opening of the Millennium,
our Lord, who as the man Christ Jesus gave himself
a ransom-price for all, will have presented that price "for all."
Thus "he is the propitiation [expiator--Strong's Lexicon] for
our sins [the Church's sins], and not for ours only, but also
for the sins of the whole world." (I John 2:2.)  The expiations
are separate and distinct, but the one sacrifice, finished
at Calvary, is the ransom-price by which both expiations are
to be effected.



              ====================
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           SOME INTERESTING LETTERS

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:--
   "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper
and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment
thou shalt condemn."  In the recent experiences through
which the Church has been passing I have frequently been
reminded of these words, and especially in regard to you, as
the Adversary's method of attack seems to be to first slander
you and then try to produce evidence that you are guilty
of denying the Lord.
   In this connection I have been thinking of how our Lord
and Head was crucified for blasphemy against his Father,
whom he had so faithfully served.
   Do you not think that we shall find a deeper significance
in the statements, "the servant is not above his master,"
and "we should follow his steps," than we at first appreciated?
   Dear Brother, please permit me to express my appreciation
of your loyalty to the Lord and his word and your
courage in presenting the Truth.  Truly the Lord has prepared
for us "a table in the presence of our enemies."  The
DAWNS and TOWERS never seemed more precious than now
and, remembering the Apostle's words that "ye cannot be
partakers of the Lord's table and the table of devils," I
have no desire of feeding at these side-tables prepared to
draw us away from the Truth.
   Assuring you of my continued Christian love and heartfelt
sympathy, I am,
   Your humble fellow-servant in the Harvest work,
                               J. F. STEPHENSON, JR.

                  ----------

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:--
   I am forever grateful to you for the very precious help
you have given to me in my coming "out of darkness into
his marvelous light."  I am still feasting upon the good
things of the Master's table.  Your articles on the Covenants
are very interesting, and I note, with close attention,
the restatement of some of the expressions concerning the
great unchangeable truths.
   There is one other matter that I think some of the brethren
are not quite clear upon, and I therefore ask that you
consider the propriety of making a restatement of the facts
in such language as will make it impossible longer for
any confusion or misunderstanding.  It is common to hear
a brother speak of "the breath" as "the life."  When I
question the expression, they tell me that the DAWNS "so
teach."  I think not.  Surely they are mistaken, as I will
now show by the following quotations:--
   "This spark of life we receive from our fathers."--Vol. V.,
p. 334.



   "Life...is an invisible power...like electricity."
--Vol. V., p. 335.
   "Jacob received his spark of life...from Isaac."--
Vol. V., p. 365.
   "And Jacob passed on the life...to his posterity."--
Vol. V., p. 365.
   "Human resurrection is therefore...a rekindling of
animal existence."--Vol. V., p. 365.
   "The spark once started is supported by breathing."--
Vol. V., p. 333.
   These statements by you are absolutely correct, and they
do positively and clearly show a marked difference between
the "spark of life," which begins the creature at conception,
and "the breath of life," which supports the creature after
birth.  The above quotations from DAWN are firmly established
in truth, as we learn from Job 33:4, "The spirit of
God hath made me and the breath of the Almighty hath given
me life."
   It was a wonderful intelligence that "fashioned" us, and
was altogether superhuman, and, as Job says (33:4), it was
"the spirit of God" (invisible influence), and not the "breath
of life."  We should never lose sight of the fact that breath
or ruach or pneuma means not only wind or air, but also
means like the wind, which is an invisible influence.  This
double meaning of the word "spirit" is clearly taught in the
DAWNS (Vol. V., page 335), but is not always sharply differentiated
by the student.  The breath, while important to
support life, as is also food and water, does not have the
needful creative intelligence to "fashion" a man in the womb,
where it does not have access.  "He giveth to all life, and
breath, and all things." (Acts 17:25.)  We must believe "Thine
hands (power) have made me, and fashioned me together
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roundabout; thou hast made me as the clay." (Job 10:8,9.)
The "wind" cannot fashion the clay into a created organism,
but God's invisible creative power can easily do so.
   Trusting that the above suggestion may meet with your
approval, I will close by saying, each day my prayers are
offered in your behalf, that God may aid and comfort and
sustain you in your great work, until you faithfully reach
the end; and that the "joy set before," will make you realize
that--"The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us."
(Rom. 8:18.)  For myself, I will say that my prayer is to
be "faithful unto death," and in being faithful to the Captain
of my salvation, I necessarily and joyfully pledge to be faithful
and loyal to his lieutenant, "that servant," as becomes a
good soldier of the cross.
   With much love, your brother in the Master's service,
                                  W. W. CRANE, M.D.

                  ----------

BELOVED PASTOR, GREETING:--



   During all the years in which we have enjoyed Present
Truth we have never written to tell you how much we appreciate
your labor of love on behalf of the household of
faith, and how gladly we recognize you as the Messenger of
the Laodicean Church.  Daily we remember you at the throne
of grace, that you may be kept as the apple of his eye, and

R4520 : page 351

as we read your loving, gentle words relative to those who
walk no more with us, we feel that most assuredly Brother
Russell is being "hidden in the secret of his presence from
the strife of tongues."
   May the peace and comfort of our gracious Heavenly
Father abide with you to the end of your faithful pilgrimage.
   With Christian love,
                           BRO. AND SR. A. L. RHOADES.

                  ----------

DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER RHOADES:--
   Your very kind letter is much appreciated.  I feel myself
quite unworthy of so many honors as the Lord and his
people continually shower upon me.  I can only say that I
am thankful for the privilege of the blessed service of the
High Priest and his under-priests.
   May the Lord's blessing continue richly with you both.
In his love and service, your brother and servant.

                  ----------

OUR BELOVED PASTOR:--
   Another week of service ended and we come home to find
more evidences of the severe trials promised to the true
Church near the end of the harvest.  Our hearts can only
bow in inexpressable gratitude and awe before our Heavenly
Father that he has kept us and provided grace unto faithfulness
for another week past.
   By Nov. 1st "Tower" I see more plainly how easily I
might permit the wrong spirit to arise; so with greater fear
and trembling I am determined by his grace to do those
things pleasing in his sight until he can clothe this imperfection
with perfection.  I give all praise to our Father that
I am still one of those whom he calls Blessed--"Whosoever
shall not be offended in me"--and thank him that my heart is
daily increasing in love and gratitude for you, dear Pastor,
and your labor of love.  Our hearts are enlarged with
sympathy and love for the one for whom many lay in wait,
seeking to catch something out of his mouth that they might
accuse him.
   We claim the promise for ourselves and all the loyal at
heart which the Lord gives us, "Neither shall any man pluck
these out of my hand...and no man is able to pluck them
out of my Father's hand."
   May you have peace, joy and comfort in the Lord's love
amid sorrows, until the sacrifice is entirely consumed and you



are with our glorified King for all eternity.
   We are "gathering with you" in sincerity and truth.
   With much love from us all.
                                              C. WHITE.

                  ----------

            IT IS CORRECTLY STATED

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:--
   A statement in the October 15th TOWER does not seem
clear to us, and we were wondering if your pen said what
you intended it should.  The statement is found in the second
paragraph of the second column, page 314, and reads:--
   "St. Paul refers directly to this New Covenant to be
made with Israel at the end of this age (v. 27), saying, 'This
is my Covenant unto them (natural Israel), when I shall take
away their sins.' (Rom. 11:27.)  The taking away of their
sins is a necessity for them, before they can receive this New
Covenant, because God makes no Covenant with sinners."
   We have had the understanding that it was because they
were sinners that God will make the Covenant with them, so
that they could get back into harmony with God.  If their
sins are first to be taken away, why will a Covenant then be
necessary?
   Perhaps we have not caught the thought you have, and
would be glad to have a word or two in explanation.  Possibly
you may think the reply of sufficient importance for the
TOWER.

                   IN REPLY

   The statement is quite correct.  God makes no covenants
with sinners.  His Covenant with Abraham, for instance, was
made because Abraham had first been justified by faith.  Because
of his faith, attested by obedience, God dealt with him
as though he were released from condemnation of sin.  It is
the same with believers in this Gospel Age.  We are first
justified freely through faith in the blood of Jesus, before we
are even invited to present our bodies as living sacrifices, to
share with Christ as his members in mediating the New
Covenant, under which Israel and the world will be blessed.
   The delay in the sealing of the New Covenant and its
institution and the blessing of all the people under it has
been merely for the purpose of permitting the predestinated
number of under-priests to be developed.  Each member of
this household of faith, typically represented in Aaron's sons
and the tribe of Levi, must first be justified by faith in the
blood of Jesus--washed, cleansed, and each one must be sanctified
or set apart through consecration to share in Christ's
death, and must be accepted by the begetting of the holy
Spirit and must finish his course, before the great High Priest
(Jesus the Head, and the Church his Body) shall present on
behalf of the world the merit of our Lord's sacrifice, now
being utilized on behalf of the Church to permit us to become
members of the Priest through joint-sacrifices.



   When, as you quote, we said that "the taking away of
Israel's sins is a necessity for them, before they can receive
this New Covenant," we refer to the first part of the taking
away of sins, namely, the satisfaction of Justice on their behalf.
It should always be remembered that sin has its two
parts; first its obliquity and condemnation from the Divine
standpoint; and secondly its effect upon the sinner in the way
of mental, moral and physical blemishes.
   It is the first of these that must be cancelled before
blessing and covenants are possible.  Then, under the New
Covenant arrangements, their sins will be put away gradually
during the Millennium by assistance of the Royal Priesthood
and all the uplifting influences of the mediatorial Kingdom.
   The Great High Priest, who at the beginning of this
age appeared in the presence of God "on our behalf," "for us,"
and who applied the benefit of the ransom-price for our sins--
for the sins of the household of faith--will, in association with
the members of his Body who are now faithful in sharing his
sacrifice, in the end of this age, in the dawning of the Millennium,
present the ransom-price "on behalf of all the
people."  He will thus purchase the world entire, as he already
has "bought us," the Church.  Not until after he shall have
thus purchased the world by the satisfaction of Justice on
their behalf, "on behalf of all the people," will he have the
right to open to them the blessed privileges of the New
Covenant, which will be to Israel first and through Israel to
all the families of the earth.

                  ----------

BELOVED BROTHER RUSSELL:--
   We, the undersigned members of the "Ecclesia" at
Cardiff, Wales, deem it a great privilege to register our
names as those taking the responsibility, by the Lord's
grace, of complying with the conditions of the Vow as
presented in "The Watch Tower" of June 15th, 1908.
And since we have heard of the uncharitable spirit manifested
toward you by some who oppose the Vow we have
been led to conclude that you, dear Brother, have been
guided by the Lord in its presentation and that the opposition
shown to such a simple form of words is an evidence
that Satan is very much on the alert in regard to
the matter.
   We confess that we can see nothing in the "Vow" but
what we believe would be helpful to every one of the
Lord's consecrated people who is giving diligence to make
his calling and election sure.  We also think that the
main cause of the opposition shown is through that clause
of it referring to the precaution suggested when meeting
in private with members of the opposite sex.  We believe
that Satan has scored many victories in the past on similar
lines and are of the opinion that we need more than
ever to be on the watch now in this respect, in this time
of special testing of the Church.  The Lord, we believe,
will see that we get all the necessary testings without our
making the conditions for ourselves.  We believe he will



bring about the conditions himself in his own way.
   May the Lord guide you still further, beloved Brother,
and grant Divine wisdom to Pastor the "flock of God,"
so that Truth may search us and prove whether or not
the carnal mind is dominating us in any sense of the
word.
                                  SIGNED BY FIFTEEN.

              ====================
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        PUBLIC MINISTRIES OF THE TRUTH

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF PEOPLES PULPIT
ASSOCIATION OF BROOKLYN, N.Y.

                  ----------

     ONE-DAY CONVENTIONS ADDRESSED BY THE
                 EDITOR, ETC.

           BROCKTON, MASS., NOV. 14

   Morning meeting for praise and testimony, beginning
at 10:30 o'clock, and evening meeting with address for the
interested, to be held in Canton Hall, 13 N. Main Street.
   Evening session for the public at 3 o'clock in City Theatre,
No. 50 Main Street.  Subject, "The Overthrow of Satan's
Empire."  Visiting friends heartily welcomed.

           ROCHESTER, N.Y., NOV. 21

   Morning meeting for Rally at 10:30 and evening meeting
for interested at 7:30 in Odd Fellows' Temple, 11 Clinton Av. N.
   Afternoon session for the Public at 3 o'clock in Lyceum
Theatre, 32 Clinton Av. S.  Subject, "Where Are the Dead?"

              YORK, PA., NOV. 28

   For local particulars ad. J. H. Martin, 561 Pa. Av., York, Pa.

        BROOKLYN, N.Y., DEC. 5 AND 19

        PITTSBURG (N.S.), PA., DEC. 12

            RICHMOND, VA., DEC. 26

            CHICAGO, ILL., JAN. 2

                  ==========

      BROOKLYN BETHEL HYMNS FOR DECEMBER

   After the singing of the hymn the Bethel Family
listens to the reading of "My Vow unto the Lord,"



then joins in prayer.  At the breakfast table we consider
the MANNA text: (1) 281; (2) 130; (3) 114;
(4) 72; (5) 121; (6) 318; (7) 110; (8) 95; (9) 153;
(10) 119; (11) 324; (12) 195; (13) 313; (14) 131;
(15) 60; (16) 17; (17) 4; (18) 246; (19) 91; (20)
30; (21) 8; (22) 293; (23) 196; (24) 9; (25) 16;
(26) 152; (27) 28; (28) 29; (29) 279; (30) Vow;
(31) 333.

              ====================
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